
Fishing for bass, trout, 
and catfish is a year-round 

pastime on the lakes. 

Administration 

Lake Mead National Recreation 

Area, established on October 

8, 1964, is administered by 

the National Park Service, 

U.S. Department of the 

Interior. The superintendent's 

address is 601 Nevada High

way, Boulder City, NV 89005. 

As the Nation's principal 

conservation agency, the 

Department of the Interior 

has responsibility for most of 

our nationally owned public 

lands and natural resources. 

This includes fostering the 

wisest use of our land and 

water resources, protecting 

Overton Beach Resort, Inc. 

P.O. Box 714 

Overton, NV 89040 

(702) 397-2569 

Temple Bar Marina, Inc. 

Temple Bar, AZ 86443 

(602) 767-3400 

Willow Beach Resort, Inc. 

P.O Box 187 

Boulder City, NV 89005 

(602)767-3311 

Nearby services. Telephone 

and telegraph services, 

churches, motels, cafes, 

garages, service stations, 

photographic and curio shops, 

and stores are in Boulder City 

Henderson, Las Vegas, North 

Las Vegas, Searchlight, and 

Overton, Nev., and in Bullhead 

City and Kingman, Ariz. 

Transportation to the park. 

Most visitors come here in 

private vehicles. Others use 

the nearest commercial airport 

at Las Vegas. Airports for 

private planes are at Boulder 

City and North Las Vegas. 

Additional landing strips are 

at Overton and Echo Bay in 

Nevada and at Temple Bar 

in Arizona. Mohave County 

Airport in Bullhead City, 

Ariz., serves Katherine, and an 

unimproved airstrip is located 

across Lake Mohave from 

Cottonwood Cove. Seaplanes 

may land on the lakes, but they 

may not enter harbor areas 

under their own power. 

Lake Mead 
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our fish and wildlife, pre

serving the environmental and 

cultural values of our national 

parks and historical places, 

and providing for the enjoy

ment of life through outdoor 

recreation. The Department 

assesses our energy and 

mineral resources and works 

to assure that their develop

ment is in the best interests 

of all our people. The Depart

ment also has a major respon

sibility for American Indian 

reservation communities and 

for people who live in Island 

Territories under U.S. 

administration. 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 

The safety notes printed in 

bold letters in this folder are 

for your protection Please 

read them Never travel alone 

Someone else should always 

know where you are going, 

when you expect to return, 

and have a description of your 

vehicle or boat The 24-hour, 

park emergency number is 

(702) 293-40*1. 

A note about pets. Pets are 

prohibited on beaches, in swim 

areas, or in public buildings 

and must be kept leashed. 

Heat rapidly kills pets left in 

parked cars. Do not allow 

them to drink irrigation water 

which may be toxic. Also, the 

flowering oleanders in many 

of the developed areas contain 

a poison that can be fatal if 

eaten. 
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Concession facilities. For 

detailed information, write to 

or phone the following 

concessioners: 

Callville Bay Marina 

2103 Western Ave. 

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

(702) 565-8956 

Cottonwood Cove 

Development Co. 

P.O. Box 11 54 

Cottonwood Cove, NV 89046 

(702) 297-1233 

Echo Bay Resort, Inc. 

P.O. Box 384 

Overton, NV 89040 

(702) 397-2661 

Lake Mead Ferry Service, Inc. 

5030 Paradise Rd. 

Las Vegas, NV89119 

(702)736-6180 

Las Vegas Boat Harbor 

P.O. Box 771 

Henderson, NV 8901 5 

(702) 565-9111 

Lake Mead Lodge & Marina 

(Boulder Beach) 

2103 Western Ave. 

Las Vegas, NV 89102 

(702) 293-3484, 293-2074 

Lake Mohave Resort, Inc. 
(Katherine) 

Bullhead City, AZ 86430 

(602) 754-3245 

Lakeshore Trailer Village 

Boulder City NV 89005 

(702) 293-2540 

VISITOR SERVICES CHART: 

The Visitor Center is the 
place to learn about the 
park and to begin gathering 
information about your 
visit. These developed areas 
are listed with distances 
from the Visitor Center. 

LAKE MEAD 

Boulder Beach. 3.2km(2mi) 

Temple Bar, 89km (55mi) 

Echo Bay, 79km. (49mi) 

Callville Bay, 43km (27mi) 

Overton Beach, 101km (63mi) 

Las Vegas Wash, 16km (lOmi) 

LAKE MOHAVE 

Katherine. 130km (81 mi) 

Willow Beach, 35km (22mi) ~ 

Cottonwood Cove, 87km (54mi) 
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Vast expanses of clear water, stark and colorful 

desert landscapes, clean air, and ideal climate 

make this national recreation area a welcome spot 

in our polluted, crowded, jet-age world. 

T H E LAKE M E A D C O U N T R Y 

Lake M e a d s t r e t c h e s 170 k i l o m e t e r s (105 mi les) 

up t h e o l d c o u r s e o f t h e C o l o r a d o River f r o m 

H o o v e r Dam t o S e p a r a t i o n C a n y o n . I ts 890 -k i l ome

t e r (550-mi le ) s h o r e l i n e , c o n s i s t i n g o f w i d e g rave l 

b e a c h e s , s h a d o w e d c o v e s , a n d s teep c a n y o n wa l l s , 

p r o v i d e s end less o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s w i m m i n g , 

s c u b a d i v i n g , f i s h i n g , b o a t i n g , w a t e r s k i i n g , a n d 

b e a c h c a m p i n g . 

Lake M o h a v e , a n a r r o w r e s e r v o i r c r e a t e d by Davis 

D a m , reaches n o r t h w a r d 108 k i l o m e t e r s (67 mi les) 

t o t h e base o f H o o v e r D a m . Bes ides t h e v a r i o u s 

w a t e r s p o r t s , v i s i t o r s a lso o b s e r v e a n d p h o t o 

g r a p h i n t e r e s t i n g g e o l o g i c a l f o r m a t i o n s , a n c i e n t 

I nd ian p e t r o g l y p h s , a n d d e s e r t b i g h o r n a l o n g 

i ts s h o r e s . 

The s u r r o u n d i n g dese r t ranges in e l eva t i on f r o m 

158 m e t e r s (517 fee t ) a b o v e sea leve l b e l o w Davis 

Dam t o 2 ,130 m e t e r s (6 ,990 feet ) o n t h e S h i v w i t s 

P la teau. Here y o u can en joy h i k i n g , c l i m b i n g , rock -

h o u n d i n g , h u n t i n g , a n d p h o t o g r a p h y . 

Th is e x p a n s i v e c o u n t r y o f f e r s m u c h m o r e t h a n 

j u s t p h y s i c a l r e c r e a t i o n . P e r h a p s even m o r e s ig

n i f i c a n t a re i ts lessons a b o u t t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 

ea r th ' s s u r f a c e , t h e n a t u r a l l aws t h a t g o v e r n b io

l og i ca l c o m m u n i t i e s , t h e i n f l u e n c e o f m a n o n t h i s 

e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d in t u r n i ts i n f l u e n c e o n m a n . 

G E O G R A P H Y A N D G E O L O G Y 

The r e c r e a t i o n area l ies a s t r i d e t h e G r a n d W a s h 

C l i f f s , w h i c h f o r m t h e a b r u p t a n d s p e c t a c u l a r 

t r a n s i t i o n b e t w e e n t w o m a j o r g e o g r a p h i c a l p rov 

inces o f N o r t h A m e r i c a . To t h e east , t h e C o l o r a d o 

R ive r has c a r v e d a ser ies o f c a n y o n s t h r o u g h t h e 

h i g h p r o v i n c e k n o w n as t h e C o l o r a d o P la teau . The 

g r a n d e s t o f t h e s e is t h e G r a n d C a n y o n , w h e r e 

e r o s i o n has e x p o s e d a s p e c t a c u l a r c r o s s s e c t i o n o f 

n e a r l y h o r i z o n t a l l aye rs o f l i m e s t o n e s , sha les , a n d 

s a n d s t o n e s . 

S o o n a f t e r e m e r g i n g f r o m t h e w e s t e r n p o r t a l o f 

t h e G r a n d C a n y o n , at t h e G r a n d W a s h C l i f f s , t h e 

n o r t h - s o u t h t r e n d i n g m o u n t a i n s o f t h e Bas in a n d 

R a n g e P r o v i n c e d i v e r t t h e C o l o r a d o R iver s o u t h 

w a r d t o w a r d t h e Gu l f o f C a l i f o r n i a . B r o a d e n c l o s e d 

va l l eys , w i t h o u t e x t e r n a l d r a i n a g e , s e p a r a t e t h e 

m a n y m o u n t a i n r a n g e s o f t h i s vas t p r o v i n c e . 

B u t in t h e Lake M e a d s e c t i o n s , t h e e ros i ve p o w e r 

o f t h e C o l o r a d o R iver has b r e a c h e d t h e m o u n t a i n 

b a r r i e r s , t h u s p r o v i d i n g t h e l oca l bas ins w i t h d r a i n 

age t o t h e s o u t h . These b r o a d bas ins a n d sheer 

c o n n e c t i n g c a n y o n s a re idea l l y s u i t ed f o r t h e co l 

l e c t i o n o f w a t e r b e h i n d H o o v e r a n d Dav is Dams . 

The e x p o s e d r o c k f o r m a t i o n s in t h e Lake M e a d 

c o u n t r y span nea r l y t h e f u l l r a n g e o f g e o l o g i c 

h i s t o r y a n d a re r e l a t e d t o t h o s e e x p o s e d in Z i o n , 

G r a n d C a n y o n , a n d P e t r i f i e d Fo res t N a t i o n a l Parks . 

M a r i n e a n d f r e s h w a t e r s e d i m e n t s as w e l l as v o l 

can i c r o c k s a re w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d . F a u l t i n g , f o l d i n g , 

a n d e r o s i o n a re b e a u t i f u l l y d i sp l ayed . 

P L A N T A N D A N I M A L C O M M U N I T I E S 

Four m a j o r c o m m u n i t i e s o f p lan ts a n d an ima l s 

o c c u p y t h e r e c r e a t i o n a rea , w h i c h l ies w i t h i n t h e 

n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e M o h a v e Deser t . 

The kit fox makes 
its home on the 
desert where it preys 
upon rodents. 

This etching of three bighorn was done long ago, 
probably by chipping the rock's weathered surface 
with a stone. In some places in the recreation area, 

the Indian petroglyphs show a variety of shapes. 
Whether they were done for pure artistic pleasure 

or with a message in mind is not known. 

The Desert Shrub Community is t h e m o s t w i d e 

s p r e a d o f t h e s e f o u r l i v i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . It c o v e r s 

al l va l l ey f l o o r s a n d g r a v e l s lopes up t o a b o u t 

1,830 m e t e r s (6 ,000 fee t ) a b o v e sea leve l . C o m m o n 

p l a n t s i n c l u d e c r e o s o t e b u s h , M o h a v e y u c c a , 

J o s h u a - t r e e , a n d a v a r i e t y o f c a c t u s e s . A n i m a l s o f 

t h i s a r i d c o m m u n i t y i n c l u d e k i t f o x , k a n g a r o o r a t s , 

d e s e r t b i g h o r n , a n d a v a r i e t y o f r ep t i l e s a n d b i r ds . 

The Woodland Community l ies g e n e r a l l y a b o v e t h e 

1 ,830 -mete r leve l a n d is l i m i t e d in t h e r e c r e a t i o n 

area t o t h e S h i v w i t s P la teau a n d t h e N e w b e r r y 

M o u n t a i n s a r o u n d C h r i s t m a s T r e e Pass. U t a h 

j u n i p e r , C o l o r a d o p i n y o n p i ne , G a m b e l oak , a n d 

s a g e b r u s h c h a r a c t e r i z e t h i s c o m m u n i t y . C o m m o n 

an ima l s i n c l u d e U t a h r o c k s q u i r r e l , c l i f f c h i p m u n k , 

a n d a v a r i e t y o f r ep t i l es a n d b i r ds . M u l e dee r a re 

c o m m o n o n t h e S h i v w i t s P la teau . 

Two of the plants of 
the Desert Shrub 

Community are the 
Joshua-tree (left) 

and the desert 
primrose. 

The egret feeds on 
small fish and frogs 
in the shallow waters 
at the lake edge. 

D i ssec t i ng t h e t e r r a i n a t al l e l eva t i ons a re t h e d ra in 

ages a n d c a n y o n s o f t h e Transzonal Community, 

w h e r e a mosa i c o f spec ies res ide w i t h i n a n d be 

t w e e n t h e o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s . H o n e y m e s q u i t e , salt-

b u s h , a n d d e s e r t w i l l o w t h r i v e o n m o i s t u r e b e n e a t h 

g rave l l y w a s h b o t t o m s . A n i m a l s o f t h i s c o m m u n i t y 

a lso b e l o n g t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . 

The Shoreline and Aquatic Community is m a d e u p 

o f p l an t s a n d an ima l s l i v i n g i n , o r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h , 

p e r m a n e n t s p r i n g s , s t r e a m s , a n d t h e lakes. Fre

m o n t p o p l a r , w i l l o w , t a m a r i s k ( sa l t ceda r ) , a n d 

ca t t a i l t h r i v e a l o n g t h e s e w a t e r s . Lake M e a d a n d 

Lake M o h a v e , b o t h m a n m a d e , s u p p o r t m o s t o f 

t h i s c o m m u n i t y w h i c h is p o p u l a t e d w i t h spec ies 

e x o t i c t o t h e dese r t . D u c k s , gu l l s , a n d g r e b e s f e e d 

o n t h e s u r f a c e , w h i l e l a r g e m o u t h b lack bass , ra in 

b o w t r o u t , a n d b lack c r a p p i e c r u i s e a l o n g t h e sub

m e r g e d c l i f f s s e a r c h i n g f o r a q u a t i c i nsec ts . 

MAN IN THE LAKE MEAD COUNTRY 
H u m a n h i s t o r y he re e x t e n d s back m o r e t h a n 10 ,000 

yea rs t o man ' s a r r i v a l in t h e S o u t h w e s t . The peop le 

o f t h e a r c h a i c d e s e r t c u l t u r e w e r e h i g h l y success

f u l at a d a p t i n g t o o n e o f t h e m o s t r i g o r o u s c l i m a t e s 

in A m e r i c a . Th is c u l t u r e has e n d u r e d i n t o h i s t o r i c 

t i m e s he re t h r o u g h t h e Pa iu te Ind ians . T r a d i n g a n d 

a g r i c u l t u r a l soc ie t i es e v o l v e d a l o n g t h e s t r e a m 

c o u r s e s o f t h e r e g i o n . Th is a rea b e c a m e t h e wes t 

e r n f r o n t i e r o f t h e g r e a t Pueb lo C u l t u r e u n t i l a b o u t 

1 1 5 0 . M o s t s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h e o l o g i c a l s i tes , in

c l u d i n g t h e Los t C i t y Pueb lo a n d t h e V i r g i n River 

Sal t Q u a r r i e s , w e r e i n u n d a t e d by t h e r e s e r v o i r s . 

The r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y o f t h e area b e g a n in 1 8 2 6 , 

w h e n J e d e d i a h S m i t h passed t h r o u g h o n his f i r s t 

S o u t h w e s t E x p e d i t i o n in s e a r c h o f beaver . The 

l o n g l is t o f ea r l y e x p l o r e r s he re i nc l udes J o h n C. 

F r e m o n t , L t . E d w a r d Bea le , L t . J o s e p h C. Ives, and 

M a j . J o h n W e s l e y P o w e l l . 

The p e r i o d o f e x p l o r a t i o n w a s f o l l o w e d by co lon i 

za t i on a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n . M o r m o n f a r m s e t t l e m e n t s 

a n d r o a r i n g m i n i n g c a m p s s p r a n g up a l o n g t h e 

r i ve r s a n d in t h e m o u n t a i n s , a n d a r i v e r b o a t t rans 

p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s o o n d e v e l o p e d o n t h e C o l o r a d o 

River . S t e r n - w h e e l e d s t e a m b o a t s up t o 5 3 m e t e r s 

(175 feet ) in l e n g t h a n d w i t h g r o s s t o n n a g e s in 

excess o f 1 8 0 m e t r i c t o n s (200 tons ) n e g o t i a t e d 

t h e sand ba rs a n d t h e rap ids o f t h e m i g h t y C o l o r a d o 

up t o t h e M o r m o n r i ve r p o r t o f Ca l l v i l l e a n d even 

up t o R iov i l le a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e V i r g i n River . 

The h i s t o r y o f m a n in t h e r e g i o n r e a c h e d a dra

m a t i c p o i n t in 1 9 3 5 w h e n H o o v e r D a m w a s c o m 

p l e t e d a n d Lake M e a d w a s f o r m e d , c o v e r i n g s u c h 

h i s t o r i c s i tes as Ca l lv i l le , R iov i l l e , a n d St . T h o m a s . 

The f i l l i n g o f Lakes M e a d a n d M o h a v e d r a s t i c a l l y 

a l t e r e d t h e n a t u r a l d e s e r t e n v i r o n m e n t a n d a t t h e 

same t i m e c r e a t e d an o u t s t a n d i n g w a t e r rec rea

t i o n a l r e s o u r c e . W h e r e o u r p i o n e e r i n g f o r e f a t h e r s 

s t r u g g l e d t o s u r v i v e t h e d a n g e r s o f t h e d e s e r t and 

o f t h e m i g h t y C o l o r a d o R iver , w e n o w p lay , re lax , 

and en joy t h e b r i l l i a n t sunsh ine w h i c h w a s s u c h a 

t o r t u r e t o t h e m . 

A B O U T Y O U R V I S I T 

The park is open all year. From 
late September through late 
May the weather is delightful. 
Even in July and August, when 
daytime temperatures may rise 
above 42°C (100°F) many 
visitors do not find the heat 
oppressive because of low 
humidity. Summer nights are 
usually comfortable with low 
temperatures averaging 21 °C 
(70°F). For protect ion 
against bri l l iant sunshine, 
wear a hat and t inted 
glasses. Be prepared for low 
temperatures on winter morn
ings and evenings. Bring 
warm clothing. 

The Alan Bible Visitor Center 
near the west end of Lake 
Mead is open daily. It has 
exhibits on natural history and 
publications that will help you 
plan your visit. A botanical 
garden surrounding the visitor 
center can be an interesting 
introduction to several natural 
communities of the desert. 
Interpretive program schedules 
are posted at campgrounds 
and ranger stations around the 
lakes. 

W H A T T O SEE A N D DO 

This list can only hint at the 
variety of activity you will 
discover at Lake Mead. 

Swimming. Except for the 
extremely cold water in the 
upper section of Lake Mohave, 
the lakes are ideal for 
swimming most of the year. 
At Boulder Beach and 
Katherine, lifeguards are on 
duty in summer. Be very care
ful swimming elsewhere. 
Distances to islands, buoys, 
and across coves are easily 
underestimated. C a u t i o n -
air matresses and blow-up 
toys , any inflatables, can 
blow away on even gentle 
wind, leaving you stranded 
far f rom shore. Never swim 
alone or f rom an unan-
chored boat. Remember— 
muscles t i re quickly in cold 
water. 

Fishing. If you fish from 
shore, you need a fishing 
license from Arizona or 
Nevada. Fishing from a boat 
requires a license from Arizona 
or Nevada along with special 
use stamp from the other state. 
Most marinas have fishing 
licenses. 

Boating and water skiing. 
Launching ramps are located 
at each developed area. Always 
check the weather forecast 
and look for storm warning 
flags before going out. If bad 
weather catches you on the 
water, put on your life 
jacket, head for the nearest 
sheltered cove, and wait it 
out. Call (702) 736-3854 for 
a current forecast from the 
National Weather Service. 

Boats, moorings, and marine 
supplies can be rented from 
most concessioners. Use 
sanitary dump stations at 
major harbors; don't dump 
refuse in the lakes. 

Water skiers must wear a 
lifesaving device, and an 
observer must accompany 
the boat operator. 

Dam tours. Tours through 
Hoover Dam are conducted 
daily, subject to seasonal 
changes. Davis Dam is open 
every day for self-guiding 
tours. 

Lake Mead cruises. Boat 
excursions to Hoover Dam 
depart Lake Mead Marina 
near Boulder Beach four 
times daily for 1-1/4-hour 
round trip. 

Diving. Scuba divers and skin 
divers are required to fly the 
diver's flag. Divers must stay 
away from swimming beaches 
and boat harbors. 

Camping and trai ler sites. 
Nearly all developed areas 
have campgrounds equipped 
with individual campsites, fire 
grates, tables, water, rest-
rooms, and sanitary disposal 
stations. Only at concessioner 
trailer courts are there utility 
hookups. You may stay up to 
30 days in the calendar year; 
campsites are not reserved. 
To protect your gear, lock 
it when you leave camp and 
notify a ranger if your 
campsite is left unattended 
for more than 24 hours. 

Many people are coming to 
appreciate the use of a 
natural force, the wind, 

instead of a gasoline 
engine when boating. 

Shadows deepen on the 
upper reaches of Lake 
Mohave in the region 
known as the Black 
Canyon. 

On remote beaches and in the 
back country away from the 
developed areas you can find 
places for more primitive 
camping. Please bring back 
your litter in litter containers 
which you can pick up before 
you leave at launch ramps and 
campgrounds. Be alert for 
flash floods in stormy 
weather. Avoid wash 
bottoms, and never camp on 
low ground. 

Hiking. Exploring the park's 
mountains and canyons can 
be enjoyable and rewarding 
in the spring, fall, and winter. 
Most hiking is cross-country; 
ask a ranger about good 
routes Carry water wi th 
you. In summer the canyons 
heat up like furnaces. 

Never enter abandoned 
mines or tunnels; shafts are 
deep and support ing 
t imbers arc old and rot ten. 

Motor ing. An Auto Tape Tour 
of the Lakeshore and Northshore 
Roads is a good introduction to 
many miles of desert scenery 
through fascinating communities 
of plants and animals. Ask about 
the tour at the Alan Bible 
Visitor Center and consult 
with park rangers before 
traveling on back-country 
roads. Off-road travel is 
prohibited. 


