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The site (26CK2148) is a small part of a five mile long dense Pueblo/Basketmaker
complex known as Pueblo Grande de Nevada or "Lost City" which is situated along the
lower end of the Muddy River. This particular section has been designated the "Main
Ridge Locality" by Lyneis (1980) and consists of 46 small multiroomed masonry pueblos
which she considers to have been the remains of a single community occupied con-
currently.

Pueblo Grande was discovered by John and Fay Perkins of Overton, Nevada in 1924
who brought it to the attention of Governor James Scrugham. The Governor contacted
-Mark R. Harrington, who was working. in Northern:Nevada, to--investigate the ruins. The
Perkins led Harr1ngton to the Main Ridge.Locality and.it was here that the first
excavations from 192421926 were carried out. The area saw.no further: work. for:55 -
years until Dr. Margaret Lyneis conducted a surface collection and. mapped. the. existing
structures in January, 1980.

The Muddy River offers a unique riverine environment in an area which would
otherwise 1imit the agricultural activities and growth of a population. There is a
continuity of settlement by peoples from the pre-christian era to A.D. 1150 when the
Anasazi abandoned the area to the®':  The exact chronology remains clouded in question
because of the lack of absolute dates on the materials recovered from Pueblo Grande.
This Teaves the population movements within the valley at any given time also unclear.
What is clear, however, is that this settlement is the southern-most extension of the
Virgin Branch of the Anasazi and the westernmost extension of the Anasazi culture.

The site is situated on two-parallel fingers. of land that were originally part of
the terracei system overlooking the Tower Virgin River. Today Lake Mead has innundated
the lower Virgin Valley and at the present lake level (1,200 feet above sea level,
May, 1980) the water is at the base of the site. - The fingers of land slope up from
the water's edge. They are composed of an easily eroded silt deposit that is capped
with a thin bed of sandstone. The individual masonry rooms are situated both on the
sandstone slabs and on the flats where the sandstone has eroded away. Construction is
of sandstone masonry and adobe. At present the walls stand one or two courses high.
They tend to be irregularly shaped, with both groups of contiguous rooms and isolated
rooms being common. The room$ tend to be small, averaging about 3 meters square or
less (see attached map, "plate 25").

Because of the nature of deposits underlying the structures, erosion has been
extensive for some of the structures, particularly those nearest the lake. Never-the
less much of the integrity of the site is left. Also, there still is an abundance of
surface artifactural material (pottery, lithics) present. Lyneis (1980) observed that
Harrington's backdirt and residual cultural deposits, which contain a good deal of
information, are still present.

Harrington's work at this and other sites has been summarized by Richard Shutler
in Lost City: Pueblo Grande de Nevada (Nevada State Museum Anthropological Paper, No.
, 1961).
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The site's.signifiicance lies'iin-the area of prehistoric archeology. This parti-
cular. section of Pueblo.Grande:de Nevada may represent a late-Pueblo II Virgin Branch
Anasazi occupation of the-Muddy River valley- (Lyneis 1980).  This valley represents a
true-frontier; situation .in that it is the westernmost extension of the Anasazi cul-
ture, the only such Pueblo community in the State of Nevada. Pueblo Grande has great
potential for adding data concerning this frontier setting and its intra and
extraregional relationships, subsistence, house construction, settlement pattern, and
a culture's response to change--environmental and social. It also has potential for
providing information on eco]ogic&ﬁéﬁﬂﬁéﬁi? an agriculturally based culture in a
unique riparian setting. This information has inherent value for community planning
and understanding the process of change in today's society. The site can yield data
concerning the chronological question of southern Nevada, and its position in the
Virgin Branch sequence which may refine the sequence itself.

One important area of significance lies in the interpretive value of Pueblo
Grande. Because the site is.in the lake Mead National Recreation Area and does
receive frequent visitation, Lyneis (1980) suggests that the'site be utilized for
public education by placing unobtrusive informational signs explaining the nature of

" the site with warnings on collection-and disturbance to house walls:. =+ "
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Mr. Harrington worked for two seasons at Main House under the sponsorship of the
Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation. The project was terminated in 1926.

Little record was left regarding Harrington's excavation techniques. Photographs
taken at the time of excavation by the Nevada Highway Department indicate that the
interior of the structures was cleared, exposing walls and floors. There is no
evidence of backdirt piles, it is 1ikely that the spoil was dumped off the edges of
the ridge.

The material on the surface of the site is more or less in place. Apparently
this is the residue of the unexcavated deposits that were outside of the structures,
and therefore was not disturbed by Harrington's excavations. If this is correct, then
controlled surface collections are meaningful in that they will yield locational
information which can be a<

associated with the structures at the site. The subsurface
artifacts would yield a less biased sample compared to the probable skewed distribu-
tion of the collection of exposed surface artifacts.

The possible depth and extent of the residual deposits is unknown as no excava-
tions, testing or otherwise, have been done since Harrington's work in 1926.

Although there has been no subsequent excavation since 1926, the area has under-
gone light visitation from local people as well as visitors to Lake Mead, who wander
over the structures and collect pottery and other artifacts. With one expection,
there has been no "potholing" or vandalism.

The resources which are occasionally (every other decade) inundated by Lake Mead
have unique research potential for the study of the effects of intermittant inundation
and the resultant erosion. Under criteria "4" of 36 CFR Part 800, this should qualify
that portion of the resource for inclusion. T
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Pueblo Grande dé Nevada,

- After Lyneis(1980)

after Shutler (1961:Plate 25).

Map of Main Ridge,
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Pueblo Grande de Nevada |
“main ridge — south portion
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After Lyneis(1980) .
Map of south portion of Main Ridge, _u_._mZ.o Grande de Nevada.
Redrawn fron an enlargement of Plate 25 in Shutler (1961).

3 B et . o .



0

Pueblo Grande
de Nevada
“main ridge

north portion

10"

After Lyneis(1980) | .
Map of north portion of Main Ridge, Pueblo Grande de Nevada.

‘Redrawn from an enlarnement of Plate 25 in Shutler (1961).



