Lake Meredith
Alibates Flint Quarries

Boating Boat la re
shown on the large map (see other side of this
brochure). Boating fees are charged. Be alert
for sudden onset of severe weather; high winds
cause most boat swampings and capsizings.

Archeological traces of prehistoric Indians—
campsites, workshops, and homes—dot the
Canadian River region of the Texas Panhan-
dle. Few sites are as dramatic as Alibates
Flint Quarries, where, for 12,000 years,
people quarried flint for tools. Before the
Great Lakes even formed, Indians of the Ice
Age Clovis Culture used Alibates flint for
spear points to hunt Imperial Mammoth.

Alibates flint is excellent quality—and it is
beautiful. Stones streaked with maroon,
cream, chocolate, and gold look like candy
or slabs of bacon. Flakes mottled with
indigo and emerald resemble jewels. The
flint lies below the surface at ridge level,
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Get a current weather forecast before setting

out. Obtain complete boating regulations
from a park ranger. Boat rentals are available
at Marina at Lake Meredith at Sanford-Yake;
call 806-865-3391.

in a layer up to six-feet-thick. Indians dug
flint by hand or with sticks or bone tools.
Flakes lying around these shallow quarry
pits are the waste pieces, or tailings.

For most of the quarry’s history, nomadic
people sought flint here—staying long
enough to replenish their supply of tools,
then moving on. But, between 1150 and
1500, many Indians remained, quarrying
flint for use as tools, weapons, and trade
goods. They hunted game, gathered
mesquite beans, plums, and yucca plants,
and grew corn, beans, and squash using
drylands methods with plants spaced far
apart to capture scarce soil moisture.

Fishing Anglers try for largemouth, smallmouth,
and white bass, catfish, white crappie, sunfish,
carp, and walleye from the lakeshore and boats.
Lake water levels determine access in many areas.
Contact the park for information and regulations.

Visiting Alibates Flint Quarries

You may visit the flint quarries only on
ranger-led tours. Advance reservations
are required. Contact the park for details.

Regulations

All natural features, plants and animals,
archeological sites, and historical objects
are protected by federal law. Collecting is
strictly prohibited.

For More Information

Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument
419 E. Broadway

Fritch, Texas 79036

806-857-3151

www.nps.gov/alfl

Waterskiing, Sailing, Sailboarding Waterskiing
is permitted from sunrise to sunset. An operator
and a competent observer must be in the towing
vessel. Observe no-skiing regulations and respect
the rights of anglers. Always wear a lifejacket.

Vast Trading Networks
Archeologists find
tools made of Alibates
flint in many places
throughout the Great
Plains and Southwest.
Its use dates from
12,000 years ago to
about 1870. Distinc-
tive for its varied and
bright colors, the flint
comes from a large
area within and near-
by Lake Meredith.
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Flint knapping

Lake Mererdith National Recreation Area
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument
Texas

s

Swimming and Scuba Diving You may swim at
the beach below Sanford Dam in Spring Canyon.
Lake swimming is not recommended and is at
your own risk. Avoid head, neck, and spinal
injuries—never dive into water of unknown
depth. Poor visibility limits scuba diving. Divers’

Plains Village Indians
Between 1150 and
1500, Indians identi-
fied as Plains Village
Indians, ancestors of
Pawnee or Wichita
Indians, lived here

in large, permanent
villages and smaller,
outlying farming and
gathering communi-
ties. Villages were built
of rock-slab houses of
from one to 100 rooms.
Most were single dwell-
ings, although some
rooms were connected.
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flags are required: Swimming and diving are
prohibited in launch areas and near docks and
the dam. -
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Architecture of this
period featured rectan-
gular, semi-circular, and
circular rooms, with
tunneled entranceways
and stone enclosures.
It is believed that exten-
sive severe drought,
coupled with raids
from aggressive tribes
to the west, drove
these Indians out of
the region by the end
of the 15th century.
The next period, the
Plains stage, from 1500
to 1875, was character-

ized by nomadic tribal
groups of hunters,
Apache, Comanche,
and Kiowa. During
this time horses and
European trade goods
were introduced and,
eventually U.S. mili-
tary campaigns and
eastern buffalo hun-
ters ended Indian oc-
cupation of the area.
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Visiting the Parks
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Map Warning

Do not use this map for
hiking or navigational
purposes. For informa-
tion about maps/ask a
park ranger or contact
the park.

'g\ A “Fritch
\ R
‘J’ /rdj Alibates Flifjt Quarries
S‘; < National Mopiument
@)

Lake Level Warning
Lake.levels change from
year to'year, depending
on rainfall and drought.
Shoreline and camping
areas vary. Some boat
launches may be closed

when lake levels are low.

Plan ahead—contact the
park for lake conditions.

Highlights of the Area Whether you spend a
day or a week, you will find many places to explore
around Lake Meredith. Contact Lake Meredith and
Alibates Flint Quarries about their facilities, services,
and activities. Follow these highlights—clockwise
from the top of the map.

* Spring Canyon Fishing, picnicking, hiking.

» Sanford Dam Fishing from its face. Swimming
beach below dam at Spring Canyon Stilling Basin.

* Sanford-Yake Camping, boat launch usable the
longest as lake levels drop. Marina at Lake Meredith
(operated by concessioner) has indoor and outdoor
fishing docks, courtesy dock, monthly and overnight
slip rentals, boat rentals, dump station, phone, fuel,
and limited grocery and fishing supplies.

e Cedar Canyon Camping, courtesy dock, launch
ramp usable at lake levels above 75 feet.

e Fritch Fortress Camping, amphitheater, short

For More Information

Lake Meredith National Recreation Area
Alibates Flint Quarries National\Monument
P.O. Box 1460

419 E. Broadway

Fritch, TX 79036

806-857-3151

www.nps.gov/lamr

www.nps.gov/alfl

access to main lake from launch (subject to high
winds), courtesy dock. Deep-water launch ramp at
lake levels above 71 feet.

* Lake Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum In
city of Fritch. Information and exhibits. Aquariums
display species of native fish.

» Harbor Bay Camping, fishing, windsurfing. Boat
launch usable between lake levels of 79 and 99 feet.
» Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument Guid-
ed tours only; reservations required. Contact park.

¢ McBride Canyon, Mullinaw Creek Camping, pic-
nicking, hunter access area, 1903 McBride House.

* Rosita Camping, hunter access, backcountry access,

off-road vehicle area (4-wheel-drive). Chicken Creek
marks lower limits of Rosita. Stay below 3,000-foot
elevation (bottom land). Access via U.S. 87-287. Con-
tact the park for information.

* Plum Creek Camping, hunter access, horse trail,
small boat launching at lake levels above 95 feet.
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* Blue West Camping, courtesy dock, deep-water
launch at lake levels above 70 feet.

* Chimney Hollow Camping, shoreline fishing.

* Blue Creek Bridge Camping, picnicking, off-road
vehicle area (4-wheel-drive, in creek bed only).

* Blue East Camping, access by boat only.

* Bugbee Camping, shoreline fishing.

Camping Campers may stay up to 14 days. No camp-
ing is allowed in launch areas or parking lots. Private
campgrounds with hookups are in nearby towns.

Lodging and Food Motels, hotels, RV parks, restau-
rants, and groceries are found in nearby towns and
along some approach roads. Marina at Lake Mere-
dith has limited groceries.
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Regulations and Safety

Boating Fees are charged. Buy permits at bait stores
or park headquarters. State and federal regulations
apply, including those for boat numbering and use of
lights and life preservers. Children under age 13 must
wear a USCG-approved flotation device when vessel
is underway. Riding on bow, transom, or gunwales
is prohibited. In designated harbors, operate vessels
at wakeless speeds or no more than 5 mph. Report
accidents to a park ranger.

Water Pollution Lake Meredith is a municipal water
supply—do not pollute the lake or its streams. Pollu-
tants are health hazards and destroy water quality.
Do not discharge toilet wastes into lake. Empty hold-
ing tanks at designated sanitary dumping stations.
Vessels without holding tanks must have toilet facili-
ties sealed. Chumming, baiting, and fish cleaning in
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the lake are prohibited. Place trash in receptacles
provided, or carry it out. Do not bury refuse.

Hunting and Fishing Texas hunting and fishing
licenses are required. The National Park Service and
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department enforce regula-
tions; rangers and game wardens may board vessels
at any time to inspect documents and vessels. Nation-
al recreation area lands open to hunting offer the
only public hunting lands in the area. Game includes
geese, ducks, quail, dove, turkey, white-tailed deer,
and mule deer.

Fires Protect campfires so fire cannot spread to vege-
tation. Never leave fires unattended; extinguish com-

pletely before leaving.

Emergencies: call 911
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