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This civilization is not 
going to tkpend upon what we do when we 

work so much as what we do in our time off. 
The moral and spiritual forces of our 

country do not lose ground in the hours we 
are busy on our jobs; their battle is the leisure 

time. We associate joy with leisure. We have great 
machinery for joy, some of it tkstructive, some of it 

synthetic, some of it mass production. We go to chain theaters 
· and movies; we watch somebody else knock a ball over the 

fence or kick it over the goal post. I do that too 
and believe in it. I do, however, insist that no 

organized joy has values comparable to the 
outdoors. . . . We gain none of the 
rejuvenating cheer that comes from 

the return to· the solemnity, the 
calm and inspiration of 

primitive nature . 

From tht1 book, 
Fishing for Fun - and 1o Wash Your Soul, 

written by Herbut Hoovu, in 1963, 
durin$ thtl tin.. whilll Sanford Dam, 

which impowukd Lah Mendith, 
W4' ruuW COIUt1uction. 
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FOREWORD 

The approved 1976 interpretive planning documents for Lake 
Meredith National Recreation Area and Alibates Flint 
Quarries National Monument have become seriously outdated, 
especially by two management actions. These two actions are: 

the approval of a 1984 Development Concept Plan for 
Lake Meredith and the General Management Plan 
amendment for Alibates Flint Quarries; 
the 1990 Congressional legislation officially creating 
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area, and officially 
authorizing cooperative National Park Service 
participation with the City of Fritch in the continuing 
planning, management and operation of the Lake 
Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum in Fritch. 

In short, these two contiguous areas need an updated, 
coordinated, comprehensive Interpretive Prospectus. 

This prospectus' will supersede all previous interpretive 
planning documents including those of 1976 for both areas, the 
1977 Interim Interpretive Prospectus [4th Draft] for Lake 
Meredith, and t~e 1978 Interpretive Plan for Alibates Flint 
Quarries. It has been written to provide interpretive direction 
for these two jointly managed parks. The · prospectus is 
primarily a media prescription. It establishes themes and 
relates them to appropriate interpretive management 
objectives, and selects the media best suited for the 
interpretation of those themes. It deals with waysides, 
exhibits, audiovisual programs, and publications . 

Personal services are provided by the interpretation and visitor 
services staffs at these sites, and are more appropriately 
treated in a park-produced operations plan, called the 
"Annual Statement for Interpretation and Visitor Services." 
These two documents are included, in their current versions, 
in Appendix 1 by reference. 
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The prospectus is not an end in itself, but the foundation for 
the next phase of the process--media production. It provides 
planning and production costs for all media proposals. As 
funding is programmed and actually authorized, individual 
media projects will be designed, produced, and installed . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Together Lake Meredith National Recreation Area and 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument constitute a 
contiguous National Park System management area of 
approximately 46,350 acres under the management and 
operation of a single park superintendency . 

Even though both of these areas have been units of the 
National Park System for over a quarter century and together 
host over 1.4 million visitors annually, development of public 
use facilities other than the concessioner's marina in the 
Sanford-Yake visitor use area have been very limited. 
Consequently, these two park units contain few, if any, 
professionally planned and produced interpretive media 
exhibits and facilities . 

Additionally, because of active recreation-oriented park visitors 
who tend to shun or at least ignore conventional interpretive 
programs, media for the Lake Meredith unit has generally 
suffered from limited messages aimed at communicating only 
a bare minimum of information such as boating and water
oriented recreation safety. 

This document has been prepared in concert with both the 
combined 1984 Development Concept Plan for Lake Meredith 
and General Management Plan Amendment for Alibates Flint 
Quarries· and the provisions of the October, 1990 act of 
Congress officially establishing Lake Meredith National 
Recreation Area. It aims to be a comprehensive, coordinated 
prospectus that will both: 

better interpret these two units of the National Park 
System and their recreational, natural and cultural 
resources; 
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specifically address and treat the area's successive 
layers of human history and their economic bases, 
including the following: Paleo-Indians, Native 
Americans, Spanish, Anglo explorers and surveyors, 
settlers, ranchers, oil and gas exploration/production 
personnel, and most recently--the recreationists . 
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PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

Park Establishment and Development 

Lake Meredith. Lake Meredith National Recreation Area 
was originally established as Sanford Recreation Area on 
August 31, 1964 [P.L. 88-536, 78 Stat. 744], to be administered 
to provide a variety of land- a.nd water-based recreational 
activities on and around the reservoir formed behind U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation's Sanford Dam on the Canadian River . 
The establishment legislation authorized the Secretary of the 
Interior to ". . . investigate, plan, construct, operate, and 
maintain, or otherwise provide for basic outdoor recreational 
facilities at Sanford Reservoir Area .... " The purpose of 
the area is further stated in the National Park Service Organic 
Act of 1916, as " ... to conserve the scenery and the natural 
objects and the wildlife therein and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such a manner and by such means · 
as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of futur~ 
generations." 

On October 16, 1972, this 44,978 acre park was redesignated 
as Lake Meredith Recreation Area. 

One of the provisions of the Arizona Wilderness Act, of 
October, 1990, established the area as Lake Meredith National 
Recreation Area, "In order to provide for public outdoor 
recreation use and enjoyment of the lands and waters 
associated with Lake Meredith jn the State of Texas, and to 
protect the scenic, scientific, cultural, and other values 
contributing to the public enjoyment of such lands and waters 

" ..... 

Alibates. Out of concern that recreational activities in and 
. around the Sanford Reservoir (now Lake Meredith) would 
endanger the nationally important flint quarries, Alibates Flint 
Quarries National Monument was originally established as 
Alibates Flint Quarries and Texas Panhandle Pueblo Culture 
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National Monument by Public Law 89-154 [79 Stat. 587] on 
August 31, 1965. This 92.56 acre area was set aside to provide 
for the preservation and public use of this concentration of 
unique flint quarries used as a source of raw materials for 
weapons and tools by High Plains prehistoric cultures spanning 
12,000 years. 

In response to recommendations contained in the March, 1978, 
General Management Plan, a boundary expansion (to 1,370.97 
acres) was authorized and the area was redesignated as 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument on November 10, 
1978. The name change was authorized because of the 
unwieldy length of the name and the fact that the second part 
of the name was technically inaccurate and misleading. A 987 
acre parcel of land was transferred from the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation to the National Monument in 1984. The 292 
acres of private land remaining within the authorized 
boundaries includes a significant section of the actual flint 
quarry and numerous prehistoric workshop sites. 

Combined Management and Development. Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area and Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument, which are contiguous, have been managed and 
operated under a single superintendency since the August, 
1965 establishment of Alibates Flint Quarries. 

These two areas are distinctly different in both purpose and 
management. Alibates is a typical national monument where 
all resources are strictly protected, whereas Lake Meredith is 
an area where many recreational activities and pursuits are 
permitted. Yet both areas are tied together with the common 
bond of a rich heritage--the land and its people . 

At present, this area has no visitor center(s). There are three 
information stations, located and staffed as follows: 

Park Headquarters in the City of Fritch, staffed week
days year round; 
District Ranger Station near the south end of Sanford 
Dam, staffed intermittently year-round; 
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Bates Canyon--the primary contact point for Alibates 
Flint Quarries, staffed daily from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day . 

The following sixteen different public use areas have been 
established within this contiguous National Park System 
management area: Sanford-Yake, Cedar Canyon, Fritch 
Fortress, Harbor Bay, Blue West, Plum Creek, Bates Canyon, 
Alibates Flint Quarries NM, McBride Canyon/Mullinaw Creek, 
Rosita, Blue Creek Bridge, Bugbee, Chimney Hollow, Spring 
Canyon (Stilling Basin), and North Viewpoint. Visitor use 
facilities from area to area are as follows: 

all the first five use areas listed above offer boat 
launching ramps accessible for the current level of the 
reservoir lake, picnic/camping areas; and sanitary 
facilities; 
the next two use areas (Plum Creek and Bates Canyon) 
contain picnic/camping areas, sanitary facilities, and boat 
launching ramp stations, which are put into use when 
the reservoir surface is at or near full pool level; 
McBride/Mullinaw have picnicking/camping areas, 
sanitary facilities, and the only National Register 
historic property--the McBride Ranch House and site; 
Rosita and Blue Creek Bridge offer designated off-road 
recreational vehicle use areas, picnicking/camping areas, 
and sanitary facilities; 
Bugbee and Chimney Hollow have bank fishing and 
primitive camping facilities, Spring Canyon offers a 
swimming beach and picnicking/camping, and North 
Viewpoint is simply a scenic overlook; , 
special use facilities have been developed in two 
different areas--the Amphitheater at Fritch Fortress and 
the concessioner's 300-slip marina at Sanford-Yake. 

Recent Planning History 

Lake Meredith. Initial planning for the recreation area began 
with the 1962 Public Use Plan, Sanford Reservoir, Canadian 
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Project - Texas and the Sanford Recreation Area, Texas: A 
Recreation Planning Report issued in 1965 . 

A Master Plan: ·Lake Meredith Recreation Area, Texas, which 
was neither approved or disapproved, was prepared and issued 
in 1973 . 

The park's most recent interpretive planning document is the 
Fourth Draft, Interim Interpretive Prospectus, Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, Texas, which was approved in December 1976, 
issued in March 1977, and is deemed to be seriously outdated . 

The Statement for Managemen~ Lake Meredith Recreation Area, 
Texas, was completed and approved in December, 1976. 

A Natural Resources Management Plan for Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, Texas, was initially approved and issued in 
1974, and revised in 1981. It was rewritten and reissued in 
1989. 

A Cultural Resources Management Plan for Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, Texas, was prepared and issued in 1977. A 
revision to the plan was approved and issued in 1989. 

The San/ ord Recreation Area, Texas: A Recreation Planning 
Report was completed and issued in 1965 . 

A Collection Policy Statement was issued as a segment of the 
park's 1976 interim interpretive prospectus. 

Several archeological survey-type documents for Lake 
Meredith have been completed and issued over the past three 
decades as follows: 

Appraisal of the Archeological Resources of San/ ord 
Reservoir, Hutchinson, Moore, and Potter Counties, Texas 
[1962]; 

· Report on Archeological Salvage in the Sanford Reservoir 
Area [1967]; 
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Archeologi.cal Assessment of Lake Meredith Recreation 
Area [1974]; 
Archeologi.cal Survey at Lake Meredith Recreation Area, 
Moore and Potter Counties, Texas [1981]. 

Alibates. ·In March, 1978, the General Management Plan: 
Alibates Flint Quarries and Texas Panhandle Pueblo Culture 
National Monument, Texas was approved and issued. The 
document consists of four parts: 

Statement for Management [previously approved and 
issued as a separate document in March, 1977]; 
Resources Management Plan [previously approved and 
issued as a separate document in October, 1976]; 
Visitor Use Plan [previously approved and issued as a 
separate document entitled "Plan for Interpretation" in 
September, 1976]; . 
General Development Plan. 

A Collection Policy Statement was issued as a segment of the 
park's 1976 Plan for Interpretation . 

Two archeological survey-type documents for Alibates Flint 
Quarries have been completed and issued over the past three 
decades as follows: 

Archeologi.cal Assessment of Alibates National Monument 
[1974]; 
Archeological Investigations Along the Proposed Alibates 
Tour Road Improvement Construction Route, Alibates 
Flint Quarries National Monument, Potter County, Texas 
[1989] . 

Combined Area Planning. A Water Resources Management 
Profile: Lake Meredith/Alibates Flint Quarries was completed 
and issued in 1983 . 

The most current definitive planning document for these two 
parks is the Development Concept Plan/Road Classification 
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Plan/Environmental Assessment: Lake Meredith Recreation Area, 
Texas; General Management Plan Amendment/ Environmental 
Assessment: Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument, Texas 
which was prepared in September 1984, and approved and 
issued in March 1985 under the title of Parkwide Development 
Concept Plan/Road System Evaluation: Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, Texas . 

A Self-Evaluation of Program and Facility Access and 
Handicapped Access Plan: Lake Meredith Recreation Area/ 
Alibates Flint Quarries was completed and issued in 1988 . 

The Visitor & Visitor Use· Patterns 

Lake Meredith National Recreation Area and Alibates Flint 
Quarries National Monument each initially serve different 
populations. 

With little exception, Lake Meredith serves the active 
recreational needs of a regional population who reside within 
a 100-150 mile radius of the lake. Ninety-eight percent of its 
annual visitation originates within a 2 to 3 hour drive of the 
park; of the remaining 2%, 1 % is national in origin and 1 % is 
international. 

Co~trastingly, Alibates Flint Quarries' national significance 
attracts 35% of its annual visitation from national and 
international origins. Yet almost all of these non-regional 
visitors to Alibates also visit some part of Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area (which, due to its drastically smaller 
annual visitation, is still only about 1/10 of Lake Meredith's 

. national visitation). 

During the past 15 years, the use of the recreation area has 
fluctuated considerably, from a low of 1,190,000 in 1981 to a 

· high of 1,945,00() in 1984. The average annual visitation for 
those 15 years is 1,390,000. 
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At first glance, it would seem that there is little or no 
explanation for the annual sharp changes and fluctuations . 
However, the park staff has observed that in the past three 
variables apparentfy have had the greatest influence on these 
annual fluctuations: reservoir level, weather, and price and 
availability of motor fuel. Higher reservoir lake levels yield 
greater available space for water-based active recreational 
activities and consequently draws greater visitor use. Hot, 
clear weather on weekends promotes heavy visitor use and 
inclement weekend weather discourages visitor use. Limited 
automotive fuel and the resultant higher domestic gas prices 
tend to increase active recreational use of Lake Meredith, 
because regional residents tend to choose local vacation spots 
over more distant travel destinations. The park staff believes 
that this particular variable probably accounts for the sharp 
peak in park visitation during the Calendar Year of 1984 . 

During 1986, when the park recorded 1,406,000 visits, two
thirds of the recreation use was recorded during the months 
of May through· August. Visitation is very much weekend
oriented, and reaches peak numbers during mid-June to mid
July weekends. The park averages about 170,000 overnight 
stays annually, which is about 12% of the total use. 

Visitor use is expected to gradually increase during the next 
decade, based on the following factors: 

gradual regional population growth; 
proposed park facility development, particularly the 
development of recreational vehicle hookups and the 
upgrading of the Fritch Fortress Amphitheater; 
a gradual increase in the size of the reservoir as a· result 
of a favorable resolution of a water impoundment 
dispute between· the states of New Mexico and Texas. 

Consequently, by the year 2000, Lake Meredith National 
Recreation Area could have fairly consistent annual park travel 
of 2.0 to 2.2 million visitors . 

As shown above, Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument 
has a distinctively different visitor profile than Lake Meredith 
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National Recreation Area. Alibates, with its 3500 annual 
visitation, is one of the least visited parks in the National Park 
System. Because of the extreme vulnerability of the prime 
resource, all visitors use one of the two daily conducted tours. 

Organized school group visitation, a majority of which arrives 
in May and October, accounts for about 1/3 of the annual 
visitation. Family groups, many from within a 100-150 mile 
radius, account for an additional 45% of the monument's 
visitation. 

Since the arrival of the current park superintendent, the park 
staff has consciously and successfully promoted the monument 
and its truly unique resources through an increased media 
campaign. The average annual visitation for the past two 
years has increased to 3630 visitors, an increase of 60% over 
the average annual visitation for. the previous nine years . 

The proposed development of new visitor use facilities for the 
monument, especially the new visitor center and an adjacent 
trailhead for guided tours into the house site ruins area, has 
the potential for significant increases in annual park travel 
without degradation of this fragile resource. The increase 
might be as much as 500%. 

Park Resources 

Lake Meredith National Recreation Area ( 44,978 acres) and 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument (1,371 acres) 
together constitute a 46,349-acre consolidated management 
unit of the National Park System. These two areas are located 
in Hutchinson, Potter, and Moore Counties, in the northern 
panhandle of Texas, about 35 miles north of Amarillo, Texas. 

Even though these two areas, both of which were created in 
1965, are managed through a common superintendency they 
remain separate and distinct areas because they differ in 
purpose, resources and visitor opportunities. 
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Typical of all national monuments, Alibates Flint Quarries was 
created to preserve, protect and interpret its irreplaceable 
cultural resources as well as all of its other resources. Even 
though Lake Meredith was primarily created to provide the 
major source of domestic use water for 11 Texas Panhandle 
communities, the park contains nationally significant scenic, 
natural and cultural resources. However, the secondary 
objective of Lake Meredith was to furnish a variety of 
recreational resources arid opportunities for visitors. To that 
end, Lake Meredith National Recreation Area was established, 
permitting a number of activities not allowed in traditional · 
National Park System areas: water-skiing, hunting, off-road 
vehicle use, flying radio-controlled model airplanes, etc. 

Yet both areas are inextricably tied together through a 
common heritage bond of the land and its continuum of 
human habitation spanning at least the last 12,000 years. 

Recreational "Resources. Lake Meredith's 44,978 acres of land 
and water and their ensuing recreational benefits comprise one 
of this area's most significant resources. 

The park's water surface (approximately 9800 acres), most of 
which is impounded behind Sanford Dam, offers park visitors 
quality water-based recreational activities, including: power 
boating; fishing; waterskiing; sailing; swimming; and scuba 
diving.· 

Its land area (approximately 33,200 acres) provides visitors 
resources and facilities that support activities for water-based 
recreation, such as swimming beaches, launch ramps, camping, 
picnicking, and a marina; as well as other recreational 
activities: hunting, nature study, bird watching, sightseeing, 
model airplane flying, hang gliding, and dirt bike or dune 
buggy riding . 

Recreational resources similar to those at Lake Meredith are 
quite limited in the region. The lake is the largest body of 
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water in the Texas Panhandle. No other comparable body of 
water or land exists to serve the water-based recreational 
needs of the panhandle areas of Texas and Oklahoma, as well 
as contiguous parts of New Mexico, Colorado, and Kansas. 
The 1990 Texas Almanac lists Lake Meredith as the most 
heavily used recreation facility in the entire State of Texas. 
The largest ·nearby recreation facility is Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park, which is a beautiful scenic and historic area but is 
lacking the water resources of Lake Meredith. 

The demand for such recreation resources is expected to 
continue to grow along with the regional population. The 
population of the surrounding 26-county Texas Panhandle 
region has grown from 320,000 in 1980 to about 408,000 in 
1990. The population of the region is expected to grow to at 
least 440,000 by the year 2000 . 

Natural Resources. Lake Meredith is on the Canadian River 
which rises in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains of New Mexico 
and flows eastward across the semiarid Texas Panhandle, the 
"Llano Estacado" or stockaded plains, and into Oklahoma. 
In these table-flat grasslands, any break in the topography or 
appearance of trees is a most welcome change. In its course 
across the horizon-bound high plains of Texas, the river has 
cut through the hard cap rock and created a broad valley some 
15 to 30 miles wide. Within this broad valley are the steep, 
rugged, rock-strewn slopes of the river's inner canyon some 
200 to 300 feet deep and one-half to two miles wide. Between 
this canyon and the cap rock many tributary streams cause a 
rough and broken topography, known as the Canadian River 
Breaks. Lake Meredith lies within this dramatic inner canyon . 

The landscape varies along the length of the recreation area. 
Flowing northeast within the canyon, the lazy ribbon of the 
silt-laden, free-flowing Canadian River becomes a long, broad, 
shimmering blue lake. At the lower end of the lake near the 
dam the bluffs are steeply crowned with cap rock. Flat areas 
along the lakeshore are very limited. At the upper end of the 
lake, the landscape consists of rolling hills and large flat, 
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meadow-like areas adjacent to the river and reservoir. The 
change in the landscape is so gradual that distinct boundaries 
for the upper and lower landscape units cannot be identified. 

For centuries, the river and its "breaks" have served as both a 
linear landmark for a colorful parade of itinerants and a 
support base for significant early sites of commerce, 
manufacture and agriculture. And here, as elsewhere on the 
high plains, water has always played a critical role. 

Temperatures at the park range widely. Daily temperatures 
during winter months average 20°F, while daily temperatures 
during the summer months average 93°F. Occasionally 
temperatures will drop below zero during winter months and 
rise above 100°F during the summer. 

Annual precipitation averages 20 inches, with al.most 60 
percent falling during the months of May through August. 
Thunderstorms occur frequently in late spring, accounting for 
much of the annual rainfall. Because of these frequent· 
thunderstorms, the steep side canyons along Lake Meredit·h 
are subject to flash flooding. Light snows fall during winter 
months, and severe blizzards occasionally hit the area. 

Almost constant winds, averaging 12 to 14 miles per hour, are 
salient characteristics of the area. However, during early 
spring· wind velocities often reach 30 to 40 miles per hour . 
These high winds create havoc for the boaters on the lake, and 
they can cause considerable damage to shoreline facilities. 
Lake wind warnings (wind velocities in excess of 25 miles per 
hour) are issued by the Amarillo District Office of· the 
National Weather Service for the panhandle region about 200 

. days annually. The park's overall air quality is good. Its 
residual air pollution is minimal because of the almost 
constant wind. 

· Fish species in Lake Meredith are plentiful, making the lake 
one of the most popular fishing areas of the region. These 
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species include walleye, catfish, smallmouth bass, largemouth 
bass, sand bass, crappie, bluegill, and carp . 

Lands within the reservoir project include extensive natural 
resources. Over 200 species of birds, 1200 plant species, 43 
mammal species, and a number of reptile species have been 
found to occur within this combined management unit. 

The predominant vegetative cover surrounding Lake Meredith 
is comprised of grasses, including blue gramma, buffalo, and 
little bluestem. These grasslands cannot be considered either 
pristine or natural, since cattle grazing is allowed within the 
national recreation area by one, sometimes two, special-use 
permits. Lake Meredith is one of only a few units of the 
National Park System within the Great Plains containing large 
acreages of prairie larids. Interspersed with these prairie 
grasses are scattered clumps of sand sagebrush, yucca, broom, 
snakeweed, plains prickly pear, feather dalea, mesquite, and 
one-seed juniper. Many tall grass and mixed prairie plant 
species abound .within the small valleys of the park. 

The distinguishing characteristic of the inner canyon biotic 
zone is the limited occurrence of shade-casting trees like 
chinaberry, cottonwood, and hackberry. However, the ground 
cover of this zone, which varies from the grasslands vegetative 
zone, is characterized by Indian grass, Switch grass, and other 
tall grasses . 

Wildlife found in the national recreation area is typical of the 
semiarid high plains. Major mammal species include mule 
deer, whitetail deer, coyote, bobcat, and swift fox. Pronghorn 
antelope may occasionally stray into the area, but are primarily 
seen only in the flatter topography away from the river. 
Prominent birdlife includes turkey, golden eagle, roadrunner, 
bobwhite, scaled quail, mourning dove, and a variety of 
waterfowl in season. The lake lies along the Central Flyway, 
and impressive numbers of ducks and geese settle in its upper 
stretches when the smaller lakes in the region are frozen. 
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There are three federally listed endangered wildlife species 
that could occur in the area: the bald eagle, the arctic 
peregrine falcon, and the whooping crane. Bald eagles winter 
at the lake. There are no known populations of the other two 
species within the park. 

Cultural Resources. Although the cultural resources of 
Alibates Flint Quarries and Lake Meredith span 12,000 years 
ranging from ancient lithic quarry sites for paleo-Indians to 
material evidences of the modern oil and gas industry, the 
majority of known cultural resources in this unified 
management unit are archeological sites ranging in age from 
one to 120 centuries. Archeologists believe that this 
archeological site has the longest continuous human use of any 
area in our National Park System. 

Alibates preserves and protects quarries of flint used as raw 
materials for the manufacture of tools and weapons, numerous 
Panhandle Aspect village ruins, and a series of petroglyphs. 

Evidence found in excavations throughout the High Plains 
indicates widespread, continuous use of the monument's 
specific type of flint, known as Alibates flint, for 12,000 years. 
Professional archeologists believe that these quarries are the 
sole source of flint with these unique properties, spectacular 
(banded) beauty and particularly fine working qualities. 
Furthermore, these numerous dispersed locations of excavated 
Alibates flint seem to be evidence of well-developed patterns 
of trade routes used by native peoples of the past. 

This flint is concentrated in a large (approximately 300 acres), 
impressive horseshoe-shaped series of over 1000 mostly-oblong 
quarry pits, surrounded by flint surface rubble ranging in size 
~m~~boo~~~~ill~~ · 

The monument also contains a complex of unusual house ruins 
built by prehistoric village dwelling .Indian peoples of the high 
plains. Professional archeologists have culturally identified 
these ruins as part of the Antelope Creek Focus of the 
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Panhandle Aspect. These ruins include the multiple-roomed 
Alibates Ruin and approximately 100 individual houses. 

Likewise, Alibates contains a concentration of petroglyphs 
carved into the dolomite bluff near the Alibates Ruin, with 
designs including turtles, bison, a human figure, and human 
footprints (one 20 inches long); 

Over 300 archeological sites have been recorded within the 
boundaries of Lake Meredith and Alibates Flint Quarries. 
These resources represent cultures that have not been 
extensively studied. No comprehensive, systematic survey has 
been undertaken for either Lake Meredith or Alibates Flint 
Quarries. However, the following archeological activities have 
occurred: 

excavation of a flint blade cache at Alibates; 
some spot testing and excavations at Alibates; 
several YCC archeological excavations; 
some salvage in conjunction with the construction of 
Sanford Dam; 
a shoreline survey when the lake was low; 
an excavation project at Chicken Creek near the Rosita 
ORV area; 
surveys of the ORV areas . 

All archeological sites are classified and managed as historic 
zones pending formal · evaluation by a comprehensive, 
systematic' survey and possible nomination to the National 
Register. Management emphasis in the historic zone 
preserves, protects, and interprets cultural resources and their 
settings. This also includes: camps, shelters, and lithic 
scatters. 

Other cultural resources include foundations and structures 
associated with local farms, ranches, and oil and gas 
production including over 100 pipelines, over 170 active oil 
and gas wells, 5 major oil storage tanks, 5 large gas 
compressors, and numerous storage tank batteries. In the 
absence of a comprehensive survey, the stabilized two-room 
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limestone 1903 McBride Ranch House (the oldest remammg 
ranch house in Potter County) is the only structure determined 
to be historic. 

The McBride Ranch House, restored by the National Park 
SeIVice in 1975, is classified as a historic zone and is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. The McBride Village 
Ruin, a Panhandle Aspect village ruins site, is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places . 

Cooperation with other Agencies 

Park management for Lake Meredith National Recreation 
Area and Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument 
maintains active working relationships with about eighteen 
agencies and organiz~tions to b.etter serve their visiting public 
and better maintain and manage the park resources at a 
quality level. In most instances, the working agreement 
relationships between the park and other agencies is formally 
documented, by such instruments as memorandums of 
agreement and memorandums of understanding. These 
agencies and organizations generally fall under one of four 
categories: Water Management, Law.Enforcement, Safety and 
Emergency SeIVices, Visitor SeIVices and Resources 
Management. 

Water Management. The primary reason for Sanford Dam is 
storage and distribution of water to eleven municipalities in 
the Texas Panhandle region. Therefore, it is essential for the 
park to maintain an active, close working relationship with the 
Canadian River Municipal Water Authority (CRMWA), the 
quasi-state agency created to manage the water and its 
distribution. 

The CRMW A owns the \\'._ater in the reservoir, owns and 
operates Sanford Dam and the water distribution system, and 
therefore controls and maintains the reservoir level. Park 
management depends upon the CRMWA for lake level 

19 



• 
e 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

information, which is vital in maintaining water-based 
recreational opportunities along with the supporting visitor use 
facilities and services. 

Law Enforcement. Lake Meredith and Alibates Flint 
Quarries respectively have concurrent and proprietary legal 
jurisdictions. Therefore park management maintains close 
working relationships with several other state and county 
government agencies. Primary among these agencies are the 
following: 

the County Sheriff's Department of Hutchinson, Moore 
and Potter, the three counties in which these parks are 
located; 
the Texas Department of Public Safety i.e., the Texas 
Highway Patrol]; 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, which 
primarily enforce fisheries and wildlife laws but also 
have general law enforcement authority. 

Safety and Emergency Services. Cooperative agreements iri 
force between the park and other agencies concerning safety 
and emergencies run the gamut from safety of property, 
landforms and facilities, through safe watercraft to the safety 
and survival of persons. 

The Bureau of Reclamation, which constructed the dam and 
the water delivery system, has the responsibility for annual 
inspections and overall assurance of safe conditions at the 
Sanford Dam and for potential hazards from geological 
features along the shoreline, such as rock and earth slide . 
areas . 

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary cooperates in performing 
safety inspections of watercraft and the required safety 
equipment, as well as providing safety afloat instruction for 
boaters . 

The fire departments of Hutchfuson, Moore, and Potter 
Counties and the Cities of Fritch and Sanford provide the 
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park's structural and wildland fire suppression services. The 
Fire and Sheriff's Departments from the same three counties 
assist the park's law enforcement staff with emergency· search 
and rescue operations. The Police Department of the City of 
Amarillo provides park management with specialized diving 
rescue and evidence recovery services from the waters of Lake 
Meredith. Rescue squads from the Cities of Fritch, Sanford, 
and Dumas furnish the park with Emergency Medical Services. 

Visitor Services and Resources Management. At present, the 
National Park Service provides the City of Fritch with 
technical and consultative assistance in management, operation 
and maintenance of the Lake Meredith Wildlife and Aquatic 
Museum. As has been noted elsewhere in this document, the 
park has now been authorized to actively participate in the 
actual operation and management of the facility . 

In addition to law enforcement assistance responsibilities, the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department monitors and manages 
the parks fisheries and wildlife resources . 

The park staff works closely with the Texas State Historic 
Preservation Officer, professional archeologists, and 
avocational archeologists, such as members of the Panhandle 
Archeological Society to responsibly manage the park's cultural 
resources, especially its extensive archeological resources . 

Summary of Media Problems and Needs 

The approved 1976 interpretive planning documents for each 
of these two areas have been seriously outdated by the 1984 
development concept plan for Lake Meredith and the general 
management plan amendment for Alibates Flint Quarries and 
the 1990 Congressional legislation creating Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area. 

Even though ·both of these areas have been units of the 
National Park System for over 25 years, development of public 
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use facilities other than the concessioner's marina at the 
Sanford-Yake visitor use area has b_een very limited. 
Consequently, the park. contains few, if any, professionally 
planned and produced interpretive media exhibits and 
facilities . 

The 1990 enabling legislation also officially authorized 
cooperative National Park Service participation with the City 
of Fritch in the continuing planning, management, and 
operation of the Lake Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum 
in Fritch . 

Like most national recreation areas in the National Park 
System, Lake Meredith is plagued with the problem of having 
a majority of park visitors who use the park solely for active 
recreational pursuits and tend to shun or at least ignore 
conventional interpretive programs and media. Proposed new 
media needs to be planned and designed to; 

provide information/orientation that will reach all park 
visitors with important, if not vital, information such as 
recreation safety messages; 
better interpret these two parks and their recreational, 
natural and cultural resources so the park's recreational 
visitors will be receptive to these relevant messages. 

Specific deficiencies in interpretation of the cultural heritage 
and resources of these parks have been identified as follows: 

the need to additionally address the successive layers of 
human history and their economic bases, including the 
following: Paleo-Indians, native Americans, Spanish, 
Anglo explorers and surveyors, settlers, ranchers, oil & 
gas exploration/production personnel, and most recently 
the recreationists; . 
the need to adhere to the spirit as well as the letter of 

· the National Park Service policy of actively involving 
Native Americans in the interpretive planning of 
cultural resources within National Park System areas for 
which they acknowledge traditional cultural association 
or for which they have exhibited particular interest 
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All new or rehabilitated interpretive/informational media as 
well as all primary park resources need to be made accessible 
for all visitors, including the impaired. 

These combined, adjoining areas lack a consolidated 
interpretive prospectus which will provide the direction and 
focus for all its needed information/orientation and interpretive 
facilities. This interpretive prospectus is being prepared in 
advance of the upcoming, funded planning and design for all 
visitor use facilities for Lake Meredith and Alibates Flint 
Quarries to help insure adequate consideration for interpretive 
and information/orientation requirements during the overall 
planning and design process. The prospectus further needs to 
provide input concerning a coordinated architectural style for 
the visitor use structures and facilities within these two 
National Park System units, driven by interpretive 
considerations. 

For many visitors who are uninformed about this flat, 
disorienting park landscape, a park visit is often confusing and 
even potentially unsafe. Under current conditions, most 
recreational visitors lack on-site, current information about: 

park features and facilities; 
recreational safety tips and cautions, especially water
based recreation and hunter safety; 
site-specific vistas and points of interest (as an example, 
the. McBride Ranch House in the McBride Canyon 
Public Use Area). 

These deficiencies could be remedied through both a 
coordinated, parkwide system of wayside exhibits, focal point 
bulletin boards, and a system of Travelers Information 
Stations. 

High wind velocities and sudden storms often create safety 
hazards and prompt the radio broadcast issuance of lake wind 
warnings (wind speeds in excess of 25 m.p.h.) by the Amarillo 
District Office of the National Weather Service. Yet many 
park visitors, especially members of the boating public, do not 
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have radios with the weather band frequency. As a 
precautionary safety measure, the park needs to provide some 
type of ready access to the National Weather Service radio 
broadcast for the Lake Meredith region at such places as boat 
launch ramps and other heavily used visitor facilities. 

Aside from a very small visitor contact facility in the reception 
lobby of the Park Headquarters building in the City of Fritch, 
the park does not have any interpretive facilities for those 
visitors who could be persuaded to spend some of their park 
visit time learning about and experiencing some of the park's 
rich natural and cultural heritage . 

This plan Will identify opportunities for a major visitor center 
in the City of Fritch and a ranger station/contact station near 
the Cedar Canyon Public Use Area. It also needs to address 
the specific question of the necessity of having two focal point 
visitor center facilities in or near the City of Fritch, the Lake 
Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum and/or the Park 
Headquarters Building. 

The Bates Canyon Contact Station, which serves all visitors to 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument, is located outside 
the monument boundaries. It is woefully inadequate in all 
respects--facilities, condition, orientation/information, and 
interpretation. This facility needs to be replaced with a full 
Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center located within the 
monument 

During the past two years, the park staff has encouraged and 
promoted a variety of special activities designed to highlight 
and celebrate the rich variety of these parks' natural and 
cultural heritage. Yet the potential focal point for such 
celebrations and events, the Fritch Fortress Amphitheater, is 
inadequately equipped to properly handle many of these 
events . 
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The park also lacks the several publications needed to provide 
park visitors with a better understanding of the park. Specific 
publication needs, intended for both on-site and "take home" 
use, would be: 

a site-specific Lake Meredith/Alibates Flint Quarries 
publication written for general audiences; 
a self-guiding trail booklet for the Alibates Ruins area; 
some type of a self-guiding motorists guide to the great 
variety of petroleum sites in the general Sanford Dam 
vicinity . 
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES AND GOALS 

·Interpretive Themes 

A single interpretive theme for this unified management area 
is derived from theme statements in the following park 
documents: the Legislative Support Data, Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, Proposed "National Recreation Area" Status 
Change; the Annual Statement for Interpretation and Visitor 
Services, Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument; and the 
Annual Statement for Interpretation and Visitor Services, Lake 
Meredith Recreational Area. 

The developed theme for the combined park management unit 
encompassing both Lake Meredith National Recreation Area 
and Alibates Flint Quarries National Historic Site is: 

The land and its resources in the Panhandle area 
(chiefly flint & wildlife) served the regional prehistoric 
society, just as the land and its resources (chiefly water 
and petroleum) serves the needs of today's society. 

Interpretive and Visitor: Use Goals 

These interpretive and visitor use objectives were compiled 
from the current Statement for Management, Lake Meredith 
National . Recreation Area and Statement for Management, 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Historic Site: 

· To provide information on recreational pursuits that 
encourages participation; 
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To emphasize and interpret both 'the recreational 
potential of the area and the fundamental natural and 
historical. values of the area (i.e., ranching and 
petroleum), where appropriate; 

To establish suitable interpretive facilities at each major 
access pc:>int and visitor use area; 

To provide park visitors with meaningful park 
experiences, in keeping with the primary purposes of 
each of the two established units: Lake Meredith 
NRA--to provide basic outdoor recreational facilities, 
and conservation of the area's scenery, natural objects, 
and wildlife; and Alibates Flint Quarries NM--to 
preserve its cultural resources; 

To facilitate an understanding of major park themes 
and stories, especially for the Alibates Flint Quarries; 

To promote a desire among park visitors to protect the 
natural and cultural resources of the area, especially the 
physical remains of Native American cultures; 

To interpret, emphasize, and promote: safe visitor use 
of the area: general recreational safety; water safety; 
hunting safety; and preventive measures to avoid heat 
exposure, heat exhaustion, and hypothermia; 

To promote an understanding and of the use of non
renewable resources including energy conservation. and 
its impact on human history--past, present, and future . 
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THE PLAN 

This plan proposes interpretive and informational media 
treatments for the following areas and needs for a unified 
park management unit composed of Lake Meredith National 
Recreation Area and Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument: 

a parkwide wayside exhibit system including 
information/orientation waysides at all launch ramps, 

· interpretive waysides, and visitor contact stations; 
Lake Meredith Visitor Center in Fritch [now Lake 
Meredith Wildlife and Aquatic Museum]; 
Cedar Canyon Contact Station; 
Fritch Fortress Amphitheater; 
Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center; 
McBride Ranch House; 
a network of Traveler's Information Stations; 
Publications. 

In addition, this proposal makes suggestions concerning a · 
coordinated architectural style for the park. These 
recommendations are made because the team believes that it 
is very desirable for informational and interpretive 
considerations to "drive" the design process. 

Parkwide Wayside Exhibit System 

Plan, design, fabricate, and install a comprehensive, 
coordinated parkwide system of forty-two ( 42) wayside 
exhibits, including 30 wayside panels and 14 bulletin board 
cases. The park staff will install these waysides, with guidance 
for Harpers Ferry Center. This unified wayside exhibit system, 
with its continuity of layout and design, will present a unified 
appearance of all waysides throughout the entire combined 
area . 

This system will be composed of the followi~g four basic 
groups of waysides: 
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basic orientation/information panels, each in an 
upright, perpendicular format using common map base 
and "You are Here" notation for site-specific 
identification; 
water safety panels, each in an upright, perpendicular 
format with identical text and graphics; 
bulletin board cases, each will be a standard, lockable 
bulletin board case in an upright, perpendicular format; 
interpretive exhibit panels, each will be a site specific 
"easel-type" low profile, post-mounted exhibit; with one 
exception, each exhibit panel will be unique in layout 
and text. 

Twenty-one (21) of these panels will be u·sed in three-panel 
units at each of Lake Meredith's seven boat launching ramp 
access areas: Sanford-Yake, Cedar Canyon; Fritch Fortress, 
Harbor Bay, Bates Canyon, Blue West, a_nd Plum Creek. 
Each three-panel unit will contain an orientation/information 
panel, a water safety panel, and a bulle'tin board case. The 
frame structure for each unit should be designed to 
incorporate a brochure pocket for the park's new unigrid 
folders. 

Additionally, the National Weather Service information 
broadcasts for the Lake Meredith area should be presented at 
each of these three-panel units. Similar broadcast units. also 
should be installed in the rest rooms at the following 
campgrounds: Sanford-Yake, Cedar Canyon, and Fritch 
Fortress, and at Harbor Bay, Blue West, and Plum Creek 
when rest rooms are developed there . 

Four more of these panels will be used in two-panel units; 
one unit each to be installed in front of the Cedar Canyon 
Contact Station and just outside the approach gate for the 
Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center developed area to 
provide after hours information. Each dual unit will consist of 
an orientation/information panel and a bulletin board case. 
Like the three-panel unit, each of these units should 
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incorporate a "unigrid" brochure pocket and, if possible, a 
National Weather Service broadcast system . 

A single orientation/information panel will be installed in front 
of the main park Visitor Center, located in the City of Fritch, 
for after hours use. Like the other orientation/information 
panel units, a "unigrid" park brochure dispensing pocket 
should be incorporated in this upright panel's supporting 
frame hardware. 

Five "stand alone", standard lockable bulletin board case units 
should be installed in the park; one each to serve the 
following public use areas: Spring Canyon (Stilling Basin), 
McBride House, Rosita Off-Road Vehicle (ORV)/Cycle Area, 
Big Blue Creek Bridge ORV Area, and Plum Creek Picnic 
Area (at the "Y'' intersection of that area) . 

The remaining eleven (11) proposed panels are standard, low
profile site-specific interpretive wayside exhibits, as follows: 

Sanford-Yake Overlook Shelter. Topics to be 
interpreted: the Sanford project including the dam, the 
reservoir, the water delivery system, and the basic 
purpose--municipal water supply for the north Texas 
panhandle; 

Graphics could include a map ~f the delivery system, 
historic photographs of the dam construction, cross
section of the dam, etc.; 

North Viewpoint Overlook. Produce and install a 
duplicate of the wayside for Sanford-Yake Overlook 
Shelter (see the exhibit above); 

Site of Old Carbon Black Plant. Located across the 
road from the District Ranger Station/Maintenance 
Area (near the Cedar Canyon public use area); 

Topics to be interpreted: the carbon black plant; 
introduction to the petroleum industty story for the 
park; 
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Hardware frame will need to include a brochure 
dispenser pocket for a self-guiding (site bulletin) 
brochure, which would give directions to and interpret 
a representative sampling of the petroleum industry 
physical facilities within the Sanford Dam area of the 
park; 

Graphics could include: historic photograph of the 
carbon black plant; map of the locations of a 
representative sampling of petroleum industry structures 
and facilities, perhaps with "inset" line drawings or 
photographs of such structures and facilities; 

Spring Canyon. To be installed along a proposed 
boardwalk across the existing wetlands; 

Topic to be interpreted: overview of the natural 
history of wetlands; 

The park . staff should consider developing a "site 
bulletin" to interpret features along the boardwalk. If 
such occurs, its hardware frame will need to 
incorporate a brochure pocket; 

Blue West Overlook. Topic to be interpreted: the 
panoramic view of the lake, its surrounding landscape 
and special features; this wayside will need to include 
either a line drawing or photo of the panoramic view 
with labels; 

McBride House. Topics to be interpreted: the 
McBride Family and other pioneer farm families of the 
area; 

Quanies and Indian Ruins Pullout, Allbates Flint 
Quanies Area. Panoramic view, oriented to look 
directly at the main quany area; a cultural resources 
preservation message will be highlighted on the panel; 

Topics to be interpreted: introduce the story of 
12,000 continuous years of the Alibates Flint Quarries 
and associated dwelling areas; a cultural resources 
preservation message will be highlighted on the panel; 
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. Gas Well Overlook Ridge, Alibates Flint Quarries Area. 
Panoramic view, from the point of the ridge, of the 

Canadian River to the left and Lake Meredith to the 
right; a directional sign ("Overlook") will be needed at 
the intersection. of this ridge road with the Alibates 
access road, to draw attention to this wayside and the 
one interpreting the gas well and the petroleum 
industry; 

Topics to be interpreted: identify features of the 
Canadian River drainage, Lake Meredith, and the 
landscape surrounding both water features; briefly 
compare and contrast the Canadian River's riparian 
ecosystem with Lake Meredith's ecosystem; 

Gas Well, on Ridge in the Bates Canyon-Alibates Area • 
Topic: site specific interpretation of the Gas Well, and 
its role as it relates to the larger story of the relocation 
of petroleum industry structures out of basin of the 
future reservoir during the construction of Sanford 
Dam; the text should include referenc~ to the 
availability of the self-guiding book.let about petroleum 
industry structures and facilities in the northeast area of 
the park; 

Bates Canyon Public Use Area. Topics to be 
interpreted: introduction to the large ranches of the 
area surrounding Lake Meredith/Alibates Flint 
Quarries, such as the LX and the XIT ... with emphas~s 
on the neighboring LX Ranch . 

Main Lake Meredith Visitor Center [Formerly Lake 
Meredith Aquatic and Wildlife Museum] 

The same provision of the Arizona Wilderness Act of October, 
1990, which formally established the park as Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area, also authorized full National Park 
Service participation in the planning, development, operation, 
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and management of the existing Lake Meredith Aquatic and 
Wildlife Museum. This museum was largely developed with 
NPS Bicentennial funds and opened on July 4, 1976 . 
However, it is currently operated by a nonprofit organization 
directly linked to the Fritch City Government. 

Primary Lake Meredith Visitor Center. Since this centrally 
located facility is available and interpretive staff is quite 
limited, concurrent operation of both the current visitor 
information station in the park headquarters and this new 
facility would be unjustifiable. Therefore this visitor center, 
which will be jointly operated with the City of Fritch, will be 
the only National Park Service visitor center/information 
facility in Fritch. As such it will become the ''focal point" visitor 
center for Lake Meredith National Recreation Area. When the 
National Park Service becomes a full operating partner in this 
activity, the current visitor information center facility at park 
headquarters will be closed . 

As the National Park Service prepares for full participation in 
this visitor center, the acoustical and lighting characteristics of 
the building will need to be reviewed throughout and all 
deficiencies remedied or mitigated. 

The media proposals for this facility area are divided into two 
phases, because only that portion of the building currently 
devoted to the museum will be immediately available. Full 
development of this proposal assumes the future availability of 
the entire building, including the space now serving as Town 
Hall and the Chamber of Commerce offices. As we 
understand, these functions would be located elsewhere in 
Fritch . 

. Functional Needs for this Visitor Center. Because· of the 
immediate availability of only one part of the building, the 
functional needs to be provided at or in this visitor center will 
be divided into two phases . 

33 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Those functions to be accommodated during Phase I, that can 
be accomplished in the space currently available, are as 
follows: 

Orientation/Information. Orientation to the entire park 
(combined management unit of Lake Meredith and 
Alibates Flint Quarries), its features, and visitor use 
facilities; 

Information about the surrounding area or region 
(which will continue to provide the information/ 
orientation services currently supplied by the museum 
association and the city Chamber of Commerce); 

Installation of a TDD (Telephone Device for the 
Deaf) to communicate with potential visitors who are 
hearing impaired; 
Cooperating Association Sales Facility. Will replace the 
current Southwest Parks and Monuments Association 
outlet at park headquarters and will need to include 
both a publications display area and a sales counter; 

This sales facility replace the existing sales facility at 
the Museum, currently operated by the Lake Meredith 
Museum Board; 
Rest Rooms. Including fully accessible facilities for 
wheelchair users and mobility impaired visitors; (Note: 

the existing fully accessible facility should be evaluated to assure that it meets 
current accessibility standards) 

''After Hours" Information/Orientation. Will be satisfied 
by a park orientation panel installed in front of the 
visitor center, see the above wayside exhibits section for 
details; 
Natural History Interpretation of Lake Meredith and 
Vicinity. Rehabilitate both: [1] the Wildlife Habitat 
Room (1300 sq.ft.), which contains existing information 
desk and sales facility, and five (5) life-size habitat 
group exhibits; and [2] the Aquarium Exhibit Room 
(1340 sq.ft.), which contains one (1) life-size habitat 
group exhibit and five (5) large floor-to-ceiling 
aquarium tanks; 
An AV Program in a Dedicated AV Theater. To present 
a "park significance" video in a separate, dedicated 
theater space, via a large screen (35") monitor. A 
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screen and a projection booth would also be included 
to permit presentation of special programs; 

Space for such a new theater would be created by 
refurbishing the existing Conference Room (740 sq.ft.); 
Lake Meredith Wild/if e/Aquatics Museum Board Office. 
This function will remain in the existing office space 
between the Wildlife Habitat Room and the current 
Conference Room, and will be needed to allow the 
Lake Meredith Museum Board to continue to 
cooperatively participate in the operation of this visitor 
center; 

Those functions to be accommodated during Phase II, those 
which cannot be accomplished until the current Chamber of 
Commerce and the City of Fritch offices are relocated, are as 
follows: 

Cultural Hi.story_ Interpretation of the Region. Would 
provide an introduction to the multiple facets of the 
cultural heritage of the Lake Meredith/Canadian River 
Valley region; 

Space for these exhibits (about 1000 sq.ft.) would be 
created from part of the current office space for the 
City of Fritch and the Fritch/Lake Meredith Chamber · 
of Commerce (total space, ·1450· sq.ft.); 
Interpretive Staff Work Space. Would include offices and 
project work space for the park's entire Interpretive 
Staff; specifically: offices for three persons, space for 
the park's library and slide file (and possibly the 
museum collection], and work space for such activities 
as preparation of interpretive programs, maintaining the 
slide file, maintaining the library, and the museum 
collection; 

Space would be created from the remainder of the 
City of Fritch and Fritch Chamber of Commerce offices 
(approximately 450 sq.ft.). 

Lobby Functions and Facilities. A lobby-type functional area 
would be created in the portion of the natural history exhibit 
room immediately inside the front entrance. This area would 
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include an orientation/information desk, orientation exhibits, 
and a cooperating association sales facility . 

A new orientation/information desk should be designed, 
produced and installed. A portion of this desk should have a 
lowered counter to accommodate visitors using wheelchairs . 

New orientation panels, including maps of the park areas and 
their surrounding Lake Meredith vicinity as well as selected 
graphics of features, facilities, and scenics, will also be needed. 
The purpose of these orientation maps and illustrations will be 
twofold: [1] to provide the information/orientation staff with 
large map graphics to assist them in answering inquiries; and 
[2] to entice visitors to see and enjoy more of the park than 
just the surface of the lake. 

A new sales facility for the park's agency of Southwest Parks 
and Monuments Association needs to be designed, produced 
and installed. It should include both publications display 
fixtures and a sales counter, all of which should be designed 
to be fully accessible for mobility impaired visitors. 

Natural History Exhibits Rehabilitation. New restraint 
barriers in front of the six life-size wildlife habitat groups (five 
in the Wildlife Exhibit Room and one in the Aquarium 
Room) need to be designed and installed. A new exhibit 
interpreting the park's significant geological landscape should 
also be planned, designed, and installed. 

The five floor-to-ceiling 2500-gallon aquarium tanks and their 
operating systems in the Aquarium Room will need to be 
complemented with new or revised identification and aquatic 
habitat panels. These tanks have significant seepage and 
leakage problems. They and their operating systems will need 
to be redesigned and replaced to provide for more mechanical 
and services space, which may require replacing the five tanks 
with four tanks. The cost of replacing these aquarium tanks 
and their support systems will be included in architectural 
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repairs and rehabilitations, and will riot be included lil this 
document's media costs summary . 

An architect and/or an exhibit designer will need to analyze 
the existing accessibility barrier to the lower level of the tank 
observation area in the Aquarium Room, and design a remedy 
if necessary . 

Additionally, as an interim measure pending the installation 
of the future Cultural History Exhibit Room, a single cultural 
heritage exhibit will be needed somewhere in these two rooms. 
This exhibit would introduce the various facets of the Texas 
Panhandle's human history, and would further call visitors' 
attention to the various museums in the region where they can 
explore each facet story in more depth. 

Cultural Heritage Exhibits. Phase II proposes the design, 
production, and installation of exhibits interpreting the cultural 
history of the Lake Meredith regional surroundings. They 
would be installed in a section of the building housing offices 
for the City of Fritch and the Fritch Chamber of Commerce. 
We propose to adaptively use this space both for cultural 
heritage exhibits and interpretive staff offices and work space. 
Approximately 1000 sqare feet of the space would be used for 
exhibits. These exhibits would interpret the following phases 
of human history in the north Texas Panhandle: Spanish and 
Anglo exploration and survey; early settlement; ranching and 
farming; . oil . and gas exploration and production; and 
recreational pursuits. Even though the primary interpretation 
of Native American cultures--paleo, prehistoric and modern-
will be presented at the Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center~ 
this exhibit area also should include a brief introduction to 
these cultures and their representative lifestyles. 

New Park Interpretive Audiovisual and AV Theater. Plan, 
produce, and install a new 15-minute video program, including 
a screen and all necessary projection equipment To give the 
park's interpretive staff the flexibility to use the new theatre, 
the following projection equipment should be installed: 35mm 
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slides (dual projectors with lapse dissolve); equipment and 
cabinetry for a video disc/video tape system with a large screen 
(35") monitor. 

The theme of the new 15-minute movie should be the Cultural 
and Natural Evolution of the Texas Panhandle Area. The 
objective of this AV production would be the interpretation of 
the national significance of the natural, cultural, and scientific 
resources of Lake Meredith National Recreation Area and 
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument. The secondary 
objective of the movie would be the presentation of the 
resources and features of these two parks in a proactive way 
to entice park visitors to seek, experience, respect, and protect 
these nationally significant resources. 

A videotape version of this motion picture should be produced 
for off-site by park staff and by interested organizations and 
pre-visit use by school classes. 

The conversion of this room from an existing 
conference/temporary exhibits room to an audiovisual theater 
will require the design and installation of proper furnishings, 
which include floor carpeting, fixed seating for 40 to 45 
visitors, and acoustical analysis and treatments as needed to 
remedy any discovered deficiencies . 

Cedar Canyon Contact Station 

This small structure, which is located at the "Y'' intersection of 
the Cedar Canyon and Sanford-Yake Roads, is currently 
sitting vacant. Its prominent location at a heavily used 
intersection, and the available space around the. building for 
development of adequate parking and other appropriate site 
development makes it a candidate for use as a ranger station/ 
visitor contact station. The contact station would be at least 
a summer seasonal operation, and perhaps a year-round 
operation. 
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The Interpretive Division would share this two-room building 
with the Protection Division; the visitor contact station would 
occupy the larger of the two rooms (which also has the 
exterior door) while the smaller room would house a District 
Ranger Office. 

The development of this contact station would need to be "tied 
in" with other site associated development needs: 

adequate parking space for recreational vehicles and 
towed vehicles, such as camping trailers and boats; 
new rest room facilities; 
the upright, two-panel wayside unit described in the 
wayside exhibits section above, including (if feasible) 
the incorporation of a system to transmit standard 
National Weather Service broadcasts; 
flagpole( s) for storm warning flags; 
a flagpole for an American Flag; 
one of two lunching tables; 
appropriate landscape vegetation; 
planning consideration should also be given to installing 
and interpreting an oil pump "jack" within this 
development zone for the contact station. 

Topical themes to be treated in this compact visitor contact 
station room (150 sq.ft.) would be information/interpretation 
of [1] water and general recreational safety, and [2] the 
Canadian River basin's petroleum industry. Because of the 
limited space, exhibits mostly will have to be confined to flat 
panels. 

Physically, the focal point of thi.s co~tact station room would 
be an information desk with an adjacent orientation map . 
This map would feature the park with its public use areas in 
·general, and petroleum industry sites in particular. Possibly, 
consideration should also be given to incorporating a small 
seasonal cooperating association sales facility with the 

. information desk . 
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This contact facility should also contain two other exhibits. 
One exhibit would feature boating/water/recreational safety, 
and should be coordinated with the station's exterior safety 
aids and devices--storm warning flags and National Weather 
Radio broadcasts. The other exhibit would interpret the 
highlights of the petroleum industry history in the area. A 
very limited number of artifacts might be considered for 
inclusion on these exhibit panels . 

Fritch Fortress Amphitheater 

As was previously pointed out in the media deficiencies 
section, recently the park staff has been actively encouraging 
and promoting a wide variety of special activities designed to 
highlight and celebrate the rich variety of these parks' natural 
and cultural heritage. Yet the Fritch Fortress Amphitheater, 
the potential focal point for such events, lacks the equipment 
and furnishings to properly handle many of these events. 

To properly upgrade this amphitheater and increase its ability 
to accommodate a wide variety of events celebrating Lake 
Meredith's rich heritage, additional audiovisual equipment will 
be needed, and several other functional and physical needs 
will need to be concurrently solved. 

The following additional audiovisual equipment needs to be 
designed and installed in the amphitheater: 

a 35 mm. slide projection system, consisting of a pair of 
projectors with lapse dissolve unit (probably an Aerion ); 
a 16 mm. movie projection system; 
remote control capabilities for the slide and movie 
projection systems from the stage area (also control of 
the "house lights" from the stage); 
a public address system, controlled from the stage area; 
a replacement for the existing projection screen, 
probably with a larger screen . 
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To solve other functional and physical deficiencies, the 
following actions need to occur concurrently with the 
installation of the audiovisual equipment: 

provide adequate dressing rooms for performing groups; 
remodel the stage backdrop, to make it taller and 
sturdier to provide greater support and protection for 
the projection screen; 
create secured areas for audiovisual equipment, 
projection screen, dressing rooms, etc.; 
remodel/rehabilitate the seating area, including: 

replacing the trampled, worn turf areas with a 
more durable artificial surface such as 
"Astroturf', 
installing an aisle lighting system, 
tastefully introducing a greater use of color, such 
as the installing of banners (vertical and 
horizontal) and flags on poles along the back 
entry wall; 

install a new lighting system, including: stage lighting, 
general flood lighting of the seating area, and lighting 
of the banners and flags, in addition to the previously. 
mentioned aisle lighting; 
construct adequate rest room facilities immediately 
adjacent to the amphitheater; 
install a lighted trail system from the parking lot to the 
amphitheater . 

Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center 

The team proposes a new Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor 
Center, located within the monument, to replace the woefully 
inadequate Bates Canyon Contact Station. 

Siting, Size, and Context of the Visitor Center. The new 
visitor center should be located at the end of the existing 
paved road leading from the temporary Bates Canyon Visitor 
Contact Station into Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument It should be sited as lightly on the landscape as 
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the developmental needs of the visitor center and its 
surrounding area allow . 

This developed. area needs to include a 3000 square foot 
visitor center, adequate visitor and staff parking, and some 
type of a patio or landscaped area immediately surrounding all 
or a major portion of the visitor center . 

The following functional needs should be incorporated within 
this visitor center: 

a lobby with an information/orientation desk and a 
cooperating association sales facility area; 
an exhibit area; 
a "flint knapping" demonstration area; 
some type of a gathering area for "flint knapping" 
demonstrations or site tours, perhaps included within 
the entry lobby; 
an audiovisual theater; 
public rest rooms with potable water and flush toilets; 
all media -and .facilities must be fully accessible to all 
visitors; 
public telephone (as an alternative, this facility might be 
located on. the patio); 
security systein with a telephone dialer "alert" 
mechanism. 

The parking area planned and developed for the Alibates Flint 
Quarries . Visitor Center should include adequate parking for 
private autos, recreational vehicles, buses, and towed vehicles, 
such as travel trailers and . boats. Since organized school 
groups compose a major segment of the monument's visitation 
during the spring and fall months, the lot will need to be 
specifically designed to simultaneously accommodate at least 
four school buses, four to six other assorted oversized vehicles, 
and 20 to 25 private autos and minivans. 

The patio or landscaped area immediately surrounding the 
visitor center, should incorporate the following: 

trailheads for both the quarries trail and the ruins; 
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a staging or gathering area for guided tours of the 
Alibates Flint Quarries area, preferably as an 
immediate outdoor extension of the interior staging 
space. 

As much as possible, the general design of the visitor center 
should convey an open, airy atmosphere. However, the use of 
skylights should be avoided to protect artifacts from 
destructive direct sunlight, and to allow control of exhibit 
lighting with artificial light. 

As soon as the new visitor center is completed and placed in 
operation, the existing temporary Bates Canyon Contact 
Station will be removed. 

Lobby and Cooperating Assqciation Facilities. The visitor 
center lobby will contain: an orientation/information desk, a 
cooperating association sales facility, and a Alibates Flint 
Quarries area orientation exhibit panel. It should be designed · 
to give direct access to the rest rooms and each of the center's 

· other four functional areas: 
exhibit room; 
the "flint knapping" demonstration area; 
a staging area for demonstrations and/or tours, if it is 
separate from the lobby; 
audiovisual theater . 

Focal point of the lobby should be an information/orientation 
desk, designed and located in such a way that interpretive 
personnel staffing this desk will have direct, unobstructed 
access to the other functional areas within this visitor center . 
A portion of the desk should be designed with lowered 
counter to serve visitors using wheelchairs. Also, a remote 
start system for audiovisual program in the theater should be 
installed ·at this information desk . 

The lobby will also need to incorporate a new Southwest Parks 
and Monuments Association sales facility. This facility should 
include both a publications display facility and a sales counter. 
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Because the lobby area would never be staffed by more than 
one interpreter, the sales counter would probably need to be 
incorporated into an end of the orientation/information desk. 

The information desk area should also be provided with a 
large orientation exhibit panel of the Alibates Flint Quarries 
area. An inset map of the entire Lake Meredith area would 
also be a useful tool for those staffing this desk. 

Exhibit Area. This center's exhibit area. should be planned 
and designed to use the available prehistoric artifacts and 
specimens to interpret the important story of Alibates flint 
traded among prehistoric Indian groups. These trade patterns 
were more than local. They extended throughout the 
Southern Plains region, and in some instances throughout 
major portions of the North American continent Types of 
specimens available for this exhibit include: cores, diamond
shaped stone knives, hammer stones, drills, awls, axes, dart 
points, gravers, arrowheads scrapers, yucca fiber mats, 
shells, turquoise, Catlinite or pipestone, trade pottery, and 
pottery shards. 

To help interpret some of the lifeways of these prehistoric 
village dwelling Indian peoples of the high plains, serious 
consideration should be given to an exhibit featuring a 
cutaway scale model of a prehistoric Indian dwelling. The 
form and profile of the dwelling should be guided by 
archeologists best projection based on existing foundation 
ruins within the monument This model would not only be a 
most useful visual interpretive aid, it aJso could be a valuable 
tactile interpetive tool for the visually iIQpaired . 

"Flint Knapplng" Demonstration Area. This special area 
should either be a part of or be immediately adjacent to and 
open directly off the exhibit area . 

The focal point of the area would be a small platform or stage 
for the "flint knapper" demonstrator. Seating, which could be 
as simple as carpeted riser steps or tiers, should partially wrap 
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around the demonstration stage in a mini-amphitheater 
configuration. To permit all visitors in the demonstration area 
to get a close-up view of the demonstrator's flint knapping 
techniques, a closed circuit TV system with multiple monitors 
needs to be installed. To be able to maintain a useful system, 
the camera of this closed circuit system would be "tight" 
focused on the demonstration with adjustments made by the 
actual demonstrator. To maintain a functional system, the 
camera would need to be mounted on a portable tripod. 

For those periods of time that a demonstrator is not available, 
a video program (5-7 minutes long) of the entire flint 
knapping process needs to be developed and installed in this 
demonstration area. It would be shown on the same monitors 
as are used for the closed circuit viewing system, using some 
type of "switch over" equipment from direct video camera feed 
to video disc feed. 

Indoor Staging or Gathering Area for Flint Knapplng 
Demonstrations and/or Tours. This area could be part of the 
lobby. It would provide informal seating for those who need 
to wait for the beginning of either the next flint knapping 
demonstration or the next Alibates Flint Quarries tour. This 
area would be especially necessary during inclement times of 
the year, either too hot and humid or too cool and blustery . 

This "holding" area should also include informational and 
interpretive panel(s) for use by those waiting. It is imperative 
that one of these panels be a safety panel with information 
about measures to avoid heat stroke and heat exhaustion--such 
as protective head gear, "sun block" lotion, and full canteens . 
It would also be appropriate to include an interpretive panel 
featuring other federal and state archeological areas of the 
surrounding region. 

Audiovisual Program and Theater. This visitor center's 
audiovisual program would be a 12 to 15 minute 35mm. 
slide/sound or video program. 
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Interpretive objectives for this audiovisual program would be 
twofold: 

to place sites of the Alibates flint quarries and ruins in 
their greater context as a focal point for a far-flung 
trade system among prehistoric peoples; 
to help visitors prepare for their on-site visits to the 
monument's prime resources, the flint quarries area and 
the Alibates ruins area. 

Specific topics which need to be treated in this audiovisual 
program would be: 

the geography and geology of flint; 
the use and trade of flint; 
trade routes and patterns of prehistoric people from the 
l lOO's to the 1500's; 
what we know about the Plains Village Indians, 
particularly of the occupation during the Antelope 
Creek Focus of the Panhandle Aspect, from existing 
cultural remains. 

To provide the proper setting for presenting this audiovisual . 
program, a theater with fixed seating for 50 to 60 persons will 
be needed. A theater with about a 3:2 ratio of length to 
width would be most acceptable and desirable. For a 60-seat 
theater, the dimensions would be 32 feet long by 22 feet wide, 
or 704 sq.ft. The theater would need an adequate screen 
(approx. 15-foot high). The theatre package should include an 
adequate projection booth (10 ft. by 12 ft., or 140 sq.ft.) and 
the following audiovisual equipment: 

dual 35 mm. slide projectors with lapse dissolve; 
remote start of the AV program from both the 
information desk in the lobby and from front of the 
theater; 
possibly a large screen television monitor with video 
disc player. · 

Allbates Ruins and Flint Quanies Trallheads. The visitor 
center patio should be designed to integrally include trailheads 
for both the Alibates Ruins and Alibates Flint Quarries trails. 
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Because both the flint quarries area and prehistoric ruins are 
open only by guided tours to protect the monument's most 
important cultural resources--the internationally known 
Alibates Flint and the irreplaceable prehistoric ruins, these 
trailheads will not be specifically identified. However, each 
of the trailheads should be designed with some sort of a low
profile, compatibly designed "gate" bearing a simple sign 
reading "Entry Only By Guided Tour". Each "gate" might be 
two low posts with a chain suspended between, and the sign 
hung from the middle of the chain. 

Exterior Gatheringi'Staging Area for Quarries Tours. The 
visitor center patio also should incorporate a covered or 
shaded area for those times of the season when outside 
temperature and humidity allow its use as a gathering area 
for visitors awaiting the next conducted tours of either the 
Alibates Flint Quarries or Alibates ruins. Some type .of 
informal seating will be necessary within this shaded area. 

This area should be. located immediately adjacent to the 
interior staging area and should be the larger of the two 
waiting/staging areas, accommodating approximately 25 to 35 
visitors. The design of the visitor center and its exterior patio 
should provide direct ·access between these two areas. 

McBride Ranch House 

The historic McBride Ranch House presents a dilemma. As 
the most significant historic structure within Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area, it would be desirable to open the 
structure to the public at least on an intermittent basis . 
However, the . remoteness of the site and the potential for 
vandalism create understandable reservations on the part of 
park management. The chain link fence surrounding the 
ranch house and its grounds is an unsatisfactory but necessary 
expedient Therefore, although it would be desirable to 
remove the chain link fence and either adaptively use the 
structure and/or periodically open the house to the public, the 
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· isolatedness of the site and security needs combined with 
staffing limitations makes such an action unfeasible for the 
foreseeable future. 

However, the status and situation described above, specifically 
including the removal of the chain link fence should be !!:. 
evaluated after the Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center is opened 
and additional daily operations patterns have been established in 
the upper end of the park. 

Travelers Information Stations 

To better serve park visitors, especially the water-oriented 
recreationists, the park will need three different· Travelers 
Information Station (TIS) systems. Each system would serve 
different zones of the park. These three areas are: the 
Harbor Bay to Sanford Dam zone; the Blue West zone; and 
the McBride-Alibates zone. 

The TIS for the Harbor Bay to Sanford Dam Zone would 
serve the fol~owing public use areas with broadcast recreation 
and water safety messages: Harbor Bay, Lake Meredith VC 
in Fritch, Fritch Fortress, Cedar Canyon, Sanford-Yake, 
and probably Spring Canyon (the Stilling Basin). 

The TIS for the Blue West zone would serve the following 
public use areas with broadcast messages concerning water 
safety and recreational safety--especially safe off-road vehicle 
(ORV) use: Blue West, Blue Creek Bridge, and perhaps 
Bugbee . 

The TIS for the McBride/Alibates zone would serve the 
· following public use areas: McBride Canyon, Bates Canyon, 

Alibates Flint Quarries NM, and probably Mullinaw Creek. 
The broadcast topics for this TIS would change seasonally or 
as storms threaten the area. It would also give hunter safety 
messages during hunting season. At other times of the year it 
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would broadcast recreation and water safety messages, as well 
as Alibates tour information . 

Publications 

The park's publication needs can be divided into three classes: 
general park publications; major self-guiding publications; and 
"site bulletin" type topical publications. 

General Publication. Most needed is a general, site-specific 
Lake Meredith/Alibates Flint Quarries publication. The best 
way to satisfy this need is to produce it in the current series 
being developed and published by Southwest Parks and 
Monuments Association. 

Major Self-Guiding Publication. With the installation of the 
park's wayside exhibit system, a major self-guiding publication 
will be needed . to interpret petroleum industry sites in the 
Sanford Dam vicinity (see pages 30-31). 

The self-guiding publication for petroleum industry sites would 
be written as a self-guiding driving tour. It should give 
directions to and interpret a representative sampling of the 
petroleum industry physical facilities within the Sanford Dam 
area, plus a key (probably using a map with symbols) to types 
and locations of most petroleum industry facilities. It would 
be distributed from a brochure pocket incorporated into the 
hardware frame for the Old Carbon Black Plant Site wayside 
exhibit, as well as at the main Lake Meredith Visitor Center 
and the Cedar Canyon Contact Station. . 

Topical _Gulde Site Bulletin Publications. A series of site 
bulletins for other park topics should be developed and 
printed. Suggestions for the titles to be included in this series 
are: 
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Spring Canyon 
Short Creek 
McBride Canyon 
Plum Creek 
Mammals Checklist 
Bird Checklist 
Recreational ·safety 

Camping 
Fishing 
Hunting 
Wildlife 
Plants 
Alibates Quarries 

The Alibates Quarries publication should include the ruins 
area, and an illustration of an artist's conception of a dwelling 
before it fell into ruin . 

Notes on Architectural Style 

It is most desirable for informational and interpretive 
considerations to "drive-" the design process for future park 
developments. It is in that interest that we make the 
following suggestions concerning a coordinated architectural 
style for this unified park management area. 

Each structure, including picnic shelters, should be planned 
and designed to blend into the landscape (such as one-story, 
low profile, etc.), rather than become a· distinctive focal point 
in and of itself. In that interest, earth tones and natural 
colors should be selected for building materials and exterior 
finishes. 

The exterior faces also should be constructed of traditional 
local materials--particularly local stones, wood, and stucco . 

Building profiles and shapes should emulate local commercial 
and public buildings, which are of one story, vertical board 
and batten construction. Architects may wish to incorporate 
front porches, shade structures, and false fronts to call 
attention to an entrance or an activity area . 
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Several shade ramadas should be built along the trails to the 
Alibates flint quarries and the Alibates ruins to serve the same 
rest stop/shade functions as those on the existing quarries trail. 
They should be built of pressure-treated lumber and left to 
weather naturally . 
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SUMMARY OF MEDIA AND COST ESTIMATES 

[A] = Audiovisual; [E] = Museum Exhibits; 
[P] = Publications; [W] = Wayside Exhibits 

Note: These amounts are Harpers Ferry Center Class "C' 
project cost estimates. They are not to be used to 
formulate budget requests. The Harpe;s Ferry Center 
Programs Office, phone number (304) 535-6258, should 
be contacted for Package Estimating Detail (Form 10-802) 
which will list the current cost estimates for each project 
type and include contingencies and overhead appropriate 
for fund source. 

[06] = Advanced Planning -- Comp. Design 
(51) = Museum Exhibit Planning and Design 
(52) = Museum Exhibit Production 
(53) = Consen-ation of Exhibit Artifacts 
(54) = Wayside Exhibit Planning and Design 
(55) = Wayside ·Exhibit Production 
(61) = Audiovisual Planning 
(62) = Audiovisual Production 
(63) = Audiovisual Equipment 

INTERPRETIVE MEDIA PROPOSALS 

(Planning) (Production) (Hardware) 

Parkwide Wayside Exhibit System 

[W] Plan, produce and install a parkwide system of 42 
interpretive/orientation wayside exhibits, including 14 standard 
bulletin board cases (see pages 28-32] 

(54) (55) 
$27,000 $143,000 
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Lake Meredith Visitor Center 

[E] Plan, produce and install new and rehabilitated museum 
exhibits and furnishings in the lobby area, the Wildlife Habitat 
Exhibit Room, theater, and the Aquarium Room, including 
the rehabilitation of five (5) floor-to-ceiling aquarium tanks 
{Approx. 2640 sq.ft.} [see pages 32-37] 

(51) (52) 
$48,000 $248,000 

(E] ·Plan, produce and install Phase II of the museum exhibits 
to interpret the cultural history and heritage of Lake Meredith 
and its surrounding region {approx. 1000 sq.ft.} [see pages 
35 & 37] 

(51) 
$55,000 

(52) 
$375,000 

(53) . 
$40,000 

[A] Plan, produce and install a new 15 minute video disc 
program, including captioning, an equipped projection area, 
and generate a videotape version for off-site use [see pages 
37-38] 

(06)A VE (61) 
$9,000 $15,000 

(62) 
$270,000 

(63) 
$33,000 

Note: The "06AVE' funds estimate listed here also will accommodate 

planning for all other AV equipment to be proposed in this prospectus . 

Cedar Canyon Contact Sta'!on 

[E] Plan, produce and install new exhibits and furnishings for 
the Cedar Canyon Contact Station [see pages 38-40] . 

(51) (52) 
$10,000 $60,000 
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Fritch Fortress Amphitheater 

[A] Design and install a package of audiovisual equipment 
for outdoor use, including a 35 mm. slide projection/lapse 
dissolve system, a 16 mm. movie projection system, a large 
screen, and a public address system [see pages 40-41] 

(63) 
$38,000 

Alibates Flint Quarries Visitor Center 

[E] Plan, produce and install new museum/ 
orientation/information exhibits in the lobby area, the main 
exhibit area, and the staging/waiting area {Probably about 800-
1000 sq.ft. area total} [see pages 41-44] 

(06) (51) (52) (53) 
$30,000 $ 68,000 $338,000 $23,000 

[A] Produce and install a 5-7 minute "flint knapping" 
demonstration video program; plan/install a closed-circuit TV 
system for live "flint knapping" demonstrations, with "switch 
over" to "flint knapping" video [see pages 44-45) 

(61) (62) (63) 
$3,000 $15,000 $12,000 

[A] Plan, produce and install a new· 12-15 min. slide/sound or 
video disc theater program, including captioning and an 
equipped projection area [see pages 45-46] 

(61) (62) (63) 
$9,000 $45,000 $66,000 
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Non-Harpers Ferry Center Media Proposals 

Note: The following thne media proposals traditionally are not within the scope of Harper$ 
Ferry Center'$ product planning/ de$ign/production/delivery. Coordination of the$t! projecu. 
will need to made with other NPS pel"$0nne/ tU de$igllaUd below and funding will need to 
be programmed and developed from other $0UTCe$ • 

Design and install 13 radio broadcast transmission units; seven 
(7) to be incorporated in launch ramp tri-panel wayside exhibit 
units, and six (6) to be installed in campground restroom 
buildings. [see page 29] 

Cost per transmission unit, installed: 
Cost for 13 units, installed: 

$150 
$2,000 

Plan and install a Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD) at 
the Lake Meredith Vis.ltor Center information desk. 
Coordinate with the WASO Branch of Special Populations 
and Programs [see page 34] 

Estimated cost of TDD: $600, plus the local 
cost of installation of a dedicated telephone line 
and its monthly rental rate 

Design and install 3 Travelers Information Station radio 
transmission systems; one each for the: the Harbor Bay to 
Sanford Dam zone; the Blue West zone; and the McBride
Alibates zone. Coordinate with the NPS TIS Coordinator, 
WASO Office of Operations Engineering (duty stationed at the 

Denver Service Center). [see pages 48-49] 

Cost per transmission unit, installed: 
Cost for 3 units, installed: 

$3,500 
$10,500 
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Media Advanced Planning Product'n Equip TOTALS 
Planning Conserv 

•• AV $ 9,000 $27,000 $330,000 $149,000 $515,000 
(AVE) 

Mus.Exh.$30,000 $214,000 $1,021,000 $63,000 $1,328,000 

• Way-
sides --0-- $27,000 $143,000 --0-- $1703000 

• GRAND TOTAL $2,013,000 
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THE TEAM 

The Park ••• 

Larry Nielson, 

Wes Phillips, 

Chief, Interpretation and Resources 
Management 

Interpretive Specialist 

Southwest Region ••• 

Beth Martin, Chief Park Interpreter, Chickasaw 
National Recreation Area, 
representing the Southwest 
Regi.onal Office 

Harpers Ferry Center ••• 

Karine Erlebach, Audiovisual Production Officer, Division 

Winnie Frost, 

Walton ("Kip") 
Stowell, 

Tom White, 

of Audiovisual Arts 

Wayside Exhibit Planner, Division of 
Wayside Exhibits 

Interpretive Planner 
fu.nctioning as· Exhibit 
Planner/Designer 

Interpretive Planner, Division of 
Interpretive Planning, 
Team Captain 
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American Programs, Southwest 
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APPENDIX. 1 •• 
STATEMENTS FOR INTERPRETATION 

The Annual Statement for Interpretation and Visitor Services 
[SFI] for each of these two contiguous parks is included here 
by reference. These currently approved documents should be 
consulted for guidance in the development of personal services 
programs. As operations documents, these Statements for 
Interpretation complement the Interpretive Prospectus by 
integrating its personal service directions, especially their 
"Individual Service Plans", into the media development 
proposals of this prospectus . 
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APPENDIX 2 --
SPECIAL POPULATIONS 

All new interpretive media will conform with the September 
1991 Special Populations: Programmatic Accessibility Guidelines 
for Interpretive Media, which is as follows: 

Contents 

Special Populations: 
Programmatic Accessibility 

Guidelines for Interpretive Media 

National Park Service 
Harpers Ferry Center 

September 1991 
[Version 2.1] 

Prepared by 
Harpers Ferry Center 

Accessibility Task Force 

Statement of Purpose ........................... 62 
Audiovisual Programs ........................... 64 
Exhibits ..................................... 65 
Historic Furnishings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . . . 68 
Publications ................................. 71 
Wayside Exhibits .............................. 72 

Statement of Purpose 

This document is a guide for promoting full access to 
interpretive media to ensure that people with physical and 
mental disabilities have access to the same information 
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necessary for safe and meaningful v1s1ts to National Parks. 
Just as the needs and abilities of individuals cannot be 
reduced to simple statements, it is impossible to construct 
guidelines for interpretive media that can apply to every 
situation in the National Park System. 

These guidelines define a high level of programmatic access 
which can be met in most situations. They articulate key areas 
of concern and note generally accepted solutions. Due to the 
diversity of park resources and the variety of interpretive 
situations, flexibility and versatility are important. 

Each interpretive medium contributes to the total park 
program. AH media have inherent strengths and weaknesses, 
and it is our intent to capitalize on their strengths and provide 
alternatives where they are deficient. It should also be 
understood that any interpretive medium is just one 
component of the overall park experience. In some instances, 
especially with regard to learning disabilities, personal 
services, that is one-on-one interaction, may be the most 
appropriate and versatile interpretive approach . 

In the final analysis, interpretive design is subjective, and 
dependent on both aesthetic considerations as well as the 
particular characteristics and resources available for a specific 
program. Success or failure should be evaluated by 
examining all interpretive offerings of a park. Due to the 
unique . characteristics of each situation, parks should be 
evaluated on a case by case basis. Nonetheless, the goal is to 
fully comply with NPS policy: 

. 
" .•• To provide the highest level or accessibility 
possible and feasible for persons ~th visual, 
hearing, mobility, and mental impairments, 
consistent with the obligation to conserve park 
resources and preserve the quality or the park 
experience for everyone." 

NPS Special Directive 83-3, Accessibility for Disabled Penon.1 
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Audiovisual Programs 

Audiovisual programs include motion pictures, sound/slide 
programs, video programs, and oral history programs. As a 
matter of policy, all audiovisual programs produced by the 
Harpers Ferry Center will include some method of 
captioning. The approach used will vary according to the 
conditions of the installation area and the media format used, 
and will be selected in consultation with the parks and 
regions. 

The captioning method will be identified as early as possible 
in the planning process and will be presented in an integrated 
setting where possible. To the extent possible, visitors will be 
offered a choice in viewing captioned or uncaptioned versions, 
but in situations where a choice is not possible or feasible, a 
captioned version of all programs will be made available . 
Park management will decide on the most appropriate 
operational approach for the particular site. 

Guidelines Affecting Mobility Impaired Visitors 
1. The theater, auditorium, or viewing area should be 
accessible and free of architectural barriers, or alternative 
accommodations will be provided: UFAS 4.1. 

2. Wheelchair locations will be provided according to 
ratios outlined in UFAS 4.1.2(18a) . 

3. Viewing heights and angles will be favorable for those 
in designated wheelchair locations. 

4. In designing video or interactive components, control 
.mechanisms will be placed in an accessible location, usually 
between 9" and 48" from the ground and no more than 24" 
deep . 
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Guidelines Affecting Visually Impaired Visitors 
1. Simultaneous audio description will be considered for 
installations where the equipment can be properly installed 
and maintained. 

Guidelines Affecting Hearing Impaired Visitors 
1. All audiovisual programs will be produced with 
appropriate captions. 

2. Copies of scripts will be provided to the parks as a 
standard procedure . 

3. Audio amplification and listening systems will be 
provided in accordance with UF AS 4. l.2(18b ). 

Guidelines Affecting Learning Impaired Visitors 
1. Unnecessarily complex and confusing concepts will be 
avoided. · 

2. Graphic elements will be chosen to communicate 
without reliance on the verbal component. 

3. Narration will be concise and free of unnecessary 
jargon and technical information. 

Exhibits 

Numerous factors affect the design of exhibits, reflecting the 
unique circumstances of the specific space and the nature of 
the materials to be interpreted. It is clear that thoughtful, 
sensitive design can go a long way in producing exhibits that 
can be enjoyed by a broad range of people. Yet, due to the 
diversity of situations encountered, it is impossible to 
articulate guidelines that can be applied universally. 

In some situations, the exhibit designer h_as little or no control 
over the space. Often exhibits are placed in areas ill-suited 
for that purpose, they may incorporate large or unyielding 
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specimens, may incorporate sensitive artifacts which require 
special environmental controls, and room decor or 
architectural features may dictate certain solutions. All in all, 
exhibit design is an art which defies simple description. 
However, one central concern is to communicate the message 
to the largest audience possible. Every reasonable effort will 
be made to eliminate any factors limiting communication 
through physical modification or by providing an alternate 
means of communication. 

Guidelines Affecting Mobility Impaired Visitors 
1. Exhibit space will be free of physical barriers or a 
method of alternate accommodation shall be provided. 

2. All pathways, aisles, and clearances will meet standards 
set forth in UF AS 4.3. Generally a minimum width of 36" 
will be provided . 

3. Ramps will be as gradual as possible and will not 
exceed a slope Qf l" rise in 12" run, and otherwise conform 
with UF AS 4.8 . 

4. Important artifacts, labels, and graphics, will be placed 
at a comfortable viewing level relative to their size. Important 
text will be viewable to all visitors. Display cases will allow 
short or seated people to view the contents and the labels. 
Video monitors associated with exhibits will be positioned to 
be comfortably viewed by all visitors. 

5. Lighting will be designed to reduce glare or reflections, 
especially when viewed from a wheelchair . 

6. Ground and floor surfaces near the exhibit area will be 
stable, level, firm, and slip-resistant (UFAS 4.5). 

7. Operating controls or objects to be handled by visitors 
will be located in an area between 9" and 48" from the ground 
and no more than 24" deep. (UFAS 4.3) 
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8. Horizontal exhibits ( e:g. terrain model) will be located 
at a comfortable viewing height. 

9. Information desks and sales counters will be designed 
for use by visitors and employees using wheelchairs, and will 
include a section with a desk height no greater than 32 to 34 
inches, with at least a 30 inch clearance underneath. The 
width should be a minimum of 32 inches vertical, with 
additional space provided for cash registers or other 
equipment, as applicable. 

10. Accessibility information about the specific park should . 
be available at the information desk and the international 
symbol of access will be displayed where access information is 
disseminated. 

11. Railings and barriers will be positioned in such a way 
as to provide unobstructed viewing by persons in wheelchairs. 

Guidelines Affecting Visually Impaired Visitors 
1. Exhibit typography will be selected with readability and 
legibility in mind . 

2. Characters and symbols shall contrast with their 
backgrounds, either light characters on a dark background or 
dark characters on a light background. (UFAS 4.30.3) 

3. Tactile and participatory elements will be included 
where possible. 

4. Audio description will be provided where applicable . 

5. Signage will be provided to indicate accessible 
restrooms, telephones, and restrooms elevators. '(UF AS 4.30) 

Guidelines Affecting Hearing Impaired Visitors 
1. Information presented via audio formats will be 
duplicated in a visual medium, either in the exhibit copy or by 
printed material. 
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2. Amplification systems and volume controls will be 
incorporated to make programs accessible to the hard of 
hearing. 

3. Written text of all audio narrations will be provided . 

4. All narrated AV programs will be captioned. 

5. Allowance for Telecommunication Devices for the Deaf 
(TDD) will be included into information desk designs . 

Guidelines Affecting Learning Impaired Visitors 
1. Exhibits will avoid unnecessarily complex and confusing 
topics. 

2. Graphic elements will be developed to communicate 
non-verbally. 

3. Unfamiliar expressions and technical terms will be 
avoided and pronunciation aids will be provided where 
appropriate. 

4. To the extent possible, information will be provided in 
a manner suitable to a diversity of abilities and interests. 

5. Where possible, exhibits will be multi-sensory . 
Techniques to maximize the number of senses utilized in an 
exhibit will be encouraged. 

6. Exhibit design will be cognizant of directional. 
handicaps and will utilize color and other creative approaches 
to facilitate comprehension of maps. 

Historic Furnishings 

Historically refurnished rooms offer the public a unique 
interpretive experience by placing visitors within historic 
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spaces. Surrounded by historic artifacts visitors can feel the 
spaces "come alive" and relate more directly to the historic 
events or personalities commemorated by the park. 

Accessibility is problematical in many NPS furnished sites 
because of the very nature of historic architecture. Buildings 
were erected with a functional point of view that is many 
times at odds with our modern views of accessibility. 

The approach used to convey the experience of historically 
furnished spaces will vary from site to site. The goals, 
however, will remain the same, to give the public as rich an 
interpretive experience as possible given the nature of the 
structure. 

Guidelines Affecting Mobility Impaired Visitors 
1. The exhibit space should be free of architectural 
barriers or a method of alternate accommodation should be 

. provided, ·such as slide programs, videotaped tours, visual aids, 
dioramas, etc . 

2. All pathways, aisles, and clearances shall (when 
possible) meet standards set forth in UFAS 4.3 to provide 
adequate clearance for wheelchair routes. 

3. Ramps shall be as gradual as possible and not exceed 
a 1" rise in 12" run, and conform with UF AS 4.8 . 

4. Railings and room barriers will be constructed in such 
a way as to provide unobstructed viewing by persons in 
wheelchairs . 

5. In the planning and design process, furnishing 
inaccessible areas, such as upper floors of historic buildings, 
will be discouraged unless essential for interpretation. 

6. Lighting will be designed to reduce glare or reflections 
when viewed from a wheelchair. 
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7. Alternative methods of interpretation, such as 
audiovisual programs, audio description, photo albums, and 
personal services will be used in areas which present difficulty 
for the physically impaired. 

Guidelines Affecting Visually Impaired Visitors 
1. Exhibit typefaces will be selected for readability and 
legibility, and conform with good industry practice. 

2. Audio description will be used to describe furnished 
rooms, where appropriate . 

3. Windows will be treated with film to provide balanced 
light levels and minimize glare. 

4. Where appropriate, visitor-controlled rheostat-type 
lighting will be provided to augment general room lighting . 

5. Where appropriate and when proper clearance has 
been approved, surplus artifacts or reproductions will be 
utilized as "hands-on" tactile interpretive devices . 

Guidelines Affecting Hearing Impaired Visitors 
1. Information about room interiors will be presented in 
a visual medium such as exhibit copy, text, pamphlets, etc. 

2. Captions will be provided for all AV programs relating 
to historic furnishings. 

Guidelines Affecting the Leaming Impaired 
1. Where appropriate, hands-on participatory elements 
geared to the level of visitor capabilities will be used . 

2. · Living history activities and demonstrations which 
utilize the physical space as a method of providing multi
sensory experiences will be encouraged . 

71 



• 
e 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·-
• 

Publications 

A variety of publications are offered to visitors, ranging from 
park folders which provide an overview and orientation to a 
park to more comprehensive handbooks. Each park folder 
should give a brief description of services available to the 
disabled, list significant barriers, and note the existence of 
TDD phone numbers, if available. 

In addition, informal site bulletins are often produced to 
provide more specialized information about a specific site or 
topic. It is recommended that each park produce an easily 
updatable "Accessibility Site Bulletin" which could include 
detailed information about the specific programs, services, and 
opportunities available for the disabled and to describe 
barriers which are present in the park. These bulletins should 
be in reasonably large type, 18 points. or larger . 

Guidelines Affecting Mobility Impaired Visitors 
1. Park folders, site bulletins, and sales literature will be 
distributed from accessible locations and heights. 

2. Park folders and Accessibility Site Bulletins should 
endeavor to carry information on the accessibility of buildings, 
trails, and programs by the disabled. 

Guidelines Affecting Visually Impaired Visitors 
1. Publications will be designed with the largest type size 
appropriate for the format. 

2. Special publications designed for use by the visually 
impaired should be printed in 18 point type . 

3. The information contained in the park folder should 
also be available on audio cassette. Handbooks, accessibility 
guides, and other publications should be similarly recorded 
where possible . 
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Guidelines Affecting Hearing Impaired Visitors 
1. Park site bulletins will note the availability of such 
special services as sign language interpretation and captioned 
programs .. 

Guidelines Affecting Learning Impaired Visitors 
1. The park site bulletin should list any special services 
available to this group. 

Wayside Exhibits 

Wayside exhibits, which include outdoor interpretive exhibits 
and signs, orientation shelter exhibits, trailhead exhibits, and 
bulletin boards, offer special advantages to disabled visitors. 
The liberal use of photographs, artwork, diagrams, and maps, 
combined with highly readable type, make wayside exhibits an 
excellent medium for visitors with hearing and learning 
impairments. For visitors with sight impairments, waysides 
offer large fype and high legibility. 

Although a limited number of NPS wayside exhibits will 
always be in.accessible to visitors with mobility impairments, 
the great majority are placed at accessible pullouts, viewpoints, 
parking areas, and trailheads. 

The NPS accessibility guidelines for wayside exhibits help 
insure a standard of quality that will be appreciated by all 
visitors. Nearly everyone benefits from high quality graphics, 
readable type, comfortable base designs, accessible locations, 
hard-surfaced exhibit pads, and well-designed exhibit sites . 

While waysides are valuable on-site "interpreters,'.' it should be 
remembered that the park resources themselves are the 
primary things visitors come to experience. Good waysides 
focus attention on the features they interpret, and not on 
themselves. A wayside exhibit is only one of the many 
interpretive tools which visitors can use to enhance their 
appreciation of a park. 
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Guidelines Affecting Mobility Impaired Visitors 
1. Wayside exhibits will be installed at accessible locations 
whenever possible. 

2. Wayside exhibits will be installed at heights and angles 
favorable for viewing by most visitors including those in 
wheelchairs. For standard NPS low-profile units the 
recommended height is 34 inches from the bottom edge of 
the exhibit panel to the finished grade; for vertical exhibits 
the height of 24-28 inches, depending on panel size . 

3. Trailhead exhibits will include an accessibility advisory. 

4. Wayside exhibits sites will have level, hard surfaced 
exhibit pads . 

5. Exhibit sites will offer clear, unrestricted views of park 
features described in exhibits. 

Guidelines Affecting Visually Impaired Visitors 
1. Exhibit type will be as legible and readable as possible. 

2. Panel colors will be selected to reduce eye strain and 
glare, and to provide excellent readability under field 
conditions. White should not be used as a background color . 

3. Selected wayside exhibits may incorporate audiostations 
or tactile elements such as models, texture blocks, and relief 
maps. 

4. For all major features interpreted by graphic wayside 
exhibits, the park should offer non-visual interpretation 
covering the same subject matter. Examples include cassette 
tape tours, radio messages, and ranger talks. 

5. Appropriate tactile cues should be provided to help 
visually impaired visitors locate exhibits. 
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Guidelines Affecting Hearing Impaired Visitors 
1. Wayside exhibits will communicate visually, and will 
rely heavily on graphics to interpret park resources. 

2. Essential information included in audiostation messages 
will be duplicated in written form, either as part of the exhibit 
text or with printed material. 

Guidelines Affecting Learning Impaired Visitors 
1. Topics for wayside exhibits .will be specific and of 
general interest. Unnecessary complexity will be avoided . 

2. Whenever possible, easy to understand graphics will be 
used to convey ideas, rather than text alone. 

3. Unfamiliar expressions, technical terms, and jargon will 
be avoided. Pronunciation aids and definitions will be 
provided where needed. 

4. Text will be concise and free of long paragraphs and 
wordy language . 
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APPENDIX 3 ·• 
SCOPE OF COLLECTION STATEMENT 

The Collection Policy Statement for Alibates Flint Quarries 
National Monument and the Collections Policy Statement for 
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area were approved by 
Regional Director Joseph C. Rumberg, Jr., respectively on 
September 15, 1976 and December 9, 1976. Copies of these 
approved documents are incorporated into this prospectus for 
reference . 

Collection Policy Statement for Alibates Flint 
Quarries National Monument. Excepted from the Plan 
for Interpretation for Alibates Flint Quarries and Texas 
Panhandle Pueblo Culture National Monument, approved by· 
Regi.onal Director Rumberg, on September 15, 1976. 

Policy Statement. The purposes of the monument collections 
will at all times be consistent with applicable provisions of 
National Park Service Management Policies (1975) and other 
documents governing management and interpretation. Such 
purposes are: 

To collect and acquire, as appropriate: 

Archeological specimens from the flint quarries, the 
Plains Village Indian villages, and any other prehistoric 
or historic sites found within the boundaries of the 
monument and Lake Meredith Recreation Area.. All 
collections resulting from projects by cooperating 
institutions will be accessioned by the monument, but 

76 



• 
e 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

·-
• 

may be catalogued and stored by the cooperating 
institution, or as may be agreed upon in any permits, 
contracts, memorandums of agreement, or other 
documents governing the work. 

Only representative specimens, or those needed for 
special purposes, from archeological sites outside the 
boundaries of the monument and recreation area . 

The Floyd V. Studer collection of data and 
photographs relating to the local archeology . 

Such biological and geological specimens as will provide 
a better understanding of the environment of the area 
and the resources available to the prehistoric 
inhabitants . 

Original historical objects that may be specifically 
related to any historical themes identified as significant 
to the monument in other documents. 

Only sufficient material from modern flint-working 
demonstrations as is needed to illustrate the flaking 
characteristics of the local flint and the kinds of 
debitage resulting form different techniques. 

Only such ethnographic specimens and objects of fine 
art as are require for use in displays and interpretive 
demonstrations. 

To exclude from the collection: 

Objects that needlessly duplicate materials already 
collected, or those that do not relate to the monument 
interpretive themes . 
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All original historical· documents that do not relate to 
the local archeology. Appropriate archival repositories 
for all such materials as may become available to the 
monument must be found. Copies of all materials 
needed for monument purposes will be made for the 
monument reference files . 

All reproductions or replicas that might be acquired for 
use as props m exhibits or living history 
demonstrations . 

To maintain: 

A library and reference file adequate ·to meet most 
needs for interpretation, and for documenting 
collections . 

To recognize-: 

The intrinsic and irreplaceable value of all original 
objects in the monument collections; to make use of 
only reproductions in living history demonstrations; to 
mark all reproductions appropriately; and to take all 
necessary measures to document, conserve, and 
safeguard the entire collection . 
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Collection Policy Statement for Lake Meredith 
National Recreation Area. Excerpted from the Founh 
Draft, Interim Interpretive Prospectus for Lake Meredith 
Recreation Area, approved by Regi,onal Director Rumberg, on 
December 9, 1976 . 

Policy Statement. Lake Meredith Recreation Area was 
established to provide for recreational use of the large 
artificial lake and its shores. The purposes of the park 
collection will at all times be consistent with the applicable 
provisions of the General Management . Plan, Interpretive 
Prospectus and other documents governing management and 
interpretation. ~uch purposes are: 

To collect and acquire, as appropriate: 

Only such objects relating to early history of Spanish
American and Anglo-American settlement as are 
required by interpretive needs. 

Only such biologic and geologic materials as are 
required for training and interpretive needs . 

To exclude from the collection: 

Objects that needlessly duplicate materials already · · 
collected or that do not relate to the park interpretive 
themes. 

All archeological materials, which will be accessioned 
only and then transferred to Alibates Flint Quarries 
and Texas Panhandle Pueblo Culture National 
Monument for handling in accordance with the 
collection policy statement of that area. 
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All original historical documents that do not relate to 
the local archeology. Appropriate archival repositories 
for all such materials as may become available to the 
monument must be found. Copies of all materials 
needed for monument purposes will be made for the 
park reference files . 

All reproductions or replicas that might be acquired for 
use as props m exhibits or living history 
demonstrations . 

To maintain: 

A library and reference file adequate to meet most 
needs for interpretation, and for documenting 
collections. 

To recognize: 

The intrinsic and irreplaceable value of all original 
objects in the park collections; to use only 
reproductions in living history demonstrations; and to 
take all necessary measures to document, conserve, and 
safeguard the entire collection . 
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