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A roar"T f'U( Lf)Oll,I) 'T T Tln."'l O'f TOP o, THI MOl''T IS IN LlF()tSIA \\' OE TtOYl'D OUal!I.G TUI' 
1t£CE~T ACTI\ lT\' Or THE VOL NO. 

THE LOOKOUT ON MOUNT LASSEN 
By \\'JLLl.\ll 

T HE f re:-t tire I okout hotL on 
\I unt La .. en wa I stro,·ed 
by the erupti n f June l~th. 
.-\ft r the tir·t rupti1 n, which 

n·urrecl \la,· :Wth. the summit wa 
pick .cal d by R·111ger Harvey .-\bbey 
of th Las:en :\atil111al f-ur "t. who left 
\I ineral at -4 p. 111. \lay ;1 I. and arrin:d 
011 tnp next morning at !J a. 111. He 
found the h11u. e unharmed. The crater 
frnm which the explo:-io11,; were is,uing 
was .itua1ed .1bo11t a quarter mile from 
the l<x.1ko11t h, ,u. e; hut the crater at 

,j6 

. H DCE 

wa • small, mea urin 
et and the erupti n 

:-pe tacular, , ere not yet 
danger u . 

n June 12th, after erupti n had 
occurred n June 1 t, 2nd, th and !Jth. 
.-\bbe\' made an ther a cent with a 
party· which included a m ving picture 
out tit. 

)ne f the party ·uffered fr m 
fatigu being unu ed to m untain 
climbin , and in c n equenc th y t lOk 
c n i lerable tirn . .-\t 3.-:1.-p. m., while 



Dua1Nc THE Ht1CHT ol' THC EauntoN. 

0"-111,.G TU Tllf f1Al.l. Of ~TON•;s AND ASlltS IT \\AS UNSAFI! TO GO MUCH NfAa[tt YO TH£ MOUNTAIN TflA Allt: TIIESf! SPfCTATOMS. Tlllt SKV FO& DAYS WA-S 
PIU.£1> WITII MASSO OF SMOJ(l CLOUDS SUCII AS AU SEEN HUil, 



TH£ Loolrt.nl•T -TATfft\.. 

Th~rc: \\3 not a single pa.rt of tl11 tat ion ',A, htch could not be t3rricJ by a man. and all of it ""•~ 
tran .. poncd to the pcaL by men. ln~tcarl of "inJu,,.s. ii had a rib!Jon of gla around it. arforJ.nj; 
an munterruptcc.l vu~·w to the man in u.lc. 

BEFORE THE Eat:PTloll. 

A \'IF.\\" nF THE PFAI{ flftHI ct..nSE OCARTEAS A PfW \\ Ef't..S 9Ct'OR[ Tl-LE l:.'Tf;RSAI.. AC"l'IVJTt(S 
MAD£ TH1S caot·~o 11:\ZAROOt:S. 
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they were still half a mile from the 
peak, a terrific explosion occurred and 
they had to run to escape the shower 
uf stones. 

This eruption was brief and Abbey 
resolved to take another chance, which 
he did. He found the crater greatly 
enlarged and the roof of the lookout 
house punctured with rocks. One had 
fallen upon a rafter but instead of 
;;mashing things it had merely sliced its 
way through the timber. 

The explosion of June 1-lth seriously 
injured two sightseers who were caught 
in the rain of rocks. 

Eruptions still continued at intervals 
and the peak is regarded as unsafe f,,r 
,·i,;itors and untenable as a lookout. 

The lookout cabin on :\ I ount La,;,;en 
was one of the most interesting in Cali
inn1ia even before its destruction. 

It was carefully designed by former 
~upervisor Kling. Ko one part was 
larger or heavier than could be packed 
,,11 a man's back and by an ingenious 

method of joints the house when set 
up in the shop in Red Bluff was as 
stable and rigid as a fort and the house 
was. then taken apart and the pieces 
transported as far as possible up the 
mountain by wagon. 1·he pack horses 
were used as far as they could go; 
finally giving way to the most primitive 
means of transportation-men's backs. 

The house was H' x 1-l' and was pro
vided with every appliance needed by 
the lookout man in the performance of 
his duties. Instead of one or few 
windows, it had a ribbon of glass ex
tending clear around the building, af
fording a practically uninterrupted view 
for the man inside. 

Forest Supcrvisur Rushing has takt>n 
steps to equip for lookout purposes 
another peak in lieu of Lassen. The 
point is Brokeoff :\lountain, a few miles 
distant. 

At last accounts the crater mea,:ured 
tillll feet L,· l ~O. ~o flames <.lr lam 
have been seen at any time. 


	1
	2
	3
	4

