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August 8, 1953 ' 

Ifemorandura (AIE MAIL) 

To: Director 

From: Acting Regional Director, Region Fcur 

Sub'ect: Research Report en Levis and Clark Trail, Fort Clatsop to 
Clatsop Plains, Oregon 

Attached are three copies of a historical report on the 
location of the trail used by members of the Lewis and Clark party in 
going from Fort Clatsop to nha coast. This report was prepared by 
Regional HLstorian Hussey in response to Mr. E. F. Lee's memorandum 
of June 17. 

For reasons explained in the report, it vas not considered 
practicable ox* desirable to attempt to trace the trail in detail 
southward end westward beyond the place where it crossed the Ekipanon 
River, at the eastern edge of the Clatsop Plains. 

The report contains Dr. Hussey's recormiendatioas concex*ning 
tiiose sections of the trail which it would be desirable to include, 
from a historical and interpretive standpoint, within the boundaries 
of the authorized Fort Clatsop Memorial. Ke concur in these recom
mendations . 

In particular, we wish to state cor firm conviction that 
the primary consideration in fining the boundaries of the authorized 
Memorial should be to obtain adequate land for re-creating and protecting 
the original primitive scene insofar as practicable in the vicinity of 
the Fort Clatsop site. In cur opinion, the audition of a short length 
of the trail—say 1/2 mile—and a few acres of hemlock forest, to the 
basic area necessary to assure this protection of the historic scene 
would not produce sufficient historical and interpretive values to 
compensate for the practical administrative problems (see pages 32" 3̂-
of the report) vhich would be generated. 

On the other hemd, we believe there is at the proposed 
Memorial an excellent, imaginative, opportunity to make it possible for 
visitors to re-live the pioneering experiences of the Lewis and Clark 
party along the trail to the ocean. This further opportunity—beyond 
the primary Memorial boundary objective as discussed in the foregoing-
lies in adding to the Memorial a really significant section of the trail 



as proposed ia the attached report. We realize, however, the difficulties 
which can he anticipated in the attempted acquisition of the approximately 
575 acres of commercially valuable timber land v/hieh will he needed to 
accomplish this objective. But, if it is considered desirable to make 
the trail an important feature of the Memorial, ve eay let us do a real 
Job of it, or let us leave it alone entirely. 

Herbert Jfeder 
Acting Regional Director 

Attachments (3) 

In triplicate 

Copy to: Columbia River Easin Recreation Survey w/c report 



Chief Historian August 23, 1953 

Historian Applesan 

Boundary Status Report - Fort Clatsop Memorial Project. 
(Region Four Office - August 13, 1953) and Iggjnj^&lnrfc^ 
Tfell ̂ rora v.?.*̂  c^arr°i? ̂ anP^^^P^ -ff|La:i.n3 (John E. iiussey -
August' 1953*"̂ 'ilcgibn Four) """"" "*~ . 

There- are two reports involved in this consent a3 listed above. 
In view of the fact that the boundary status report was based in part on 
the Iiussey "Levis end Clark Trail Report" I will consent on the latter 
first. 

1. Flussey's report seems to accomplish all that can be done in 
the time available in locating the probable course of the Lev/is and Clark 
Trail from Fort Clatsop to the sea coast. I have some reservations about 
the analysis of the Trail location from the point a rrile and one-half ',;ost 
of the Fort, but since our concern will be limited to that part of the 
Trail for the first aiila vest of the Fort, I will not go into this natter 
further. The location of the Trail as established by Hussey for the first 
mile or mils and one-half seems to stand up. 

2. The maps oxcomporrrinp the report are adequate and useful, 
although! there is some correlation ani adjustment necessary with respect 
to the County read as shorn on the aerial phoco .graph, Hap Ho. 3, und the 
Plot Ilap ho. k. 

3. This study van undertaken for the purpose of determinins 
the feasibility cf acquiring a narrow strip of land from, the main Fort 
Clatsop area westward along the Lewis and Clark Trail to the virgin Hcolock 
forest and ending*in a bulge there. According to this report, a dedicated 
County read follows very closely, if r,ot on, the Levis and Clark Trail for 
a distance of sin-tenths cf a mile vest from the Fort site. This road is 
used primnrily as a logging road by the Crovm-fellez-bach Company. At a 
point sin-tenths of a mils west of the Fort site, there is a fork in the 
•read, that going to the riyut (north), ends orfiy a few hundred feet away. 
Tike left-hand fork is the dedicated County road. This enters the Healock 
fores! within a hundred feet or so from the forks just mentioned and bones 
southward and then westward in a loon. Forth of this loop there has been 
logging en a small section of land; south of it the forest appears to be 
virgin. The old Lavi3 and Clark Trail frcn, the forks cf the read, siac-
tenfhs of a mile vest from the Fort site, apparccitly moves in a generally 
straight lino westward, coon curving ccuthvard. From this road fork it did 
not follow the present County road but roughly paralleled it on the north 
at a distance, of about £00 feet before catering the Hemlock forest at a 



point approximately 7/lOths of a mile ve3t of Fort Clatsop and then crossing 
the road. 

This length of Trail with a small bulge of tinberland at its 
western end is that which was discussed with, Senator Heuberger and what we 
had suggested for inclusion in the Rational Memorial. 

Since we do not need to be concerned with that part of the 
Trail that falls within the main recommended boiuiaary for Fort Clatsop, 
we need here to concern ourselves only with that part which lies outside 
it. Considered from that point of view, the' length of Trail to the 
Hemlock" forest would be about 3>0QQ feet, or approximately 3/5ths of a 
mile. To include a small bixlge of the forest would extend this distance 
perhaps to about 4,COO feet or approximately 4/5th3 of a mile. 

4. Hussey's report indicates that he advises including the Lewis 
end Clark Trail to the point where the nain area recommended boundary 
crosses it. Ouch a recommendation is reslLy irrelevant for our purpose 
because this part of the Trail would be within the national Memorial area 
enyway, eo we are only concerned with his reconnendatiens beyond that 
point. 

He discusses this aspect of the question in several places 
but his recommendations, susacartssd on pages 50-37> indicate that he thinks 
no attempt should be made to include the Louis end Clarh Trail cued a part 
of the Hemlock forest unless a long strip of about two miles, extending 
to the rrain Hhipanoa. River is acquired. This is discussed in his second 
priority, Ho. 2, pares 34-3b. This involves 575 acres, about 500 of which 
are owned by Cix>wii-2ellerbaea Company, nearly all of this is very valuable 
timberlond. To make such a recocrcendation is utterly fantastic end com
pletely unrealistic, ihorthernora, ouch an extensive tract of land is not 
needed to accomplish our pvurpoce end was never contemplated in this office. 

I carjoot agree with Hussey's rcccnueuauvtion3, end believe 
that he has failed completely "to evaluate the px'oblem correctly and in a 
realistic carrier. 

Boundary/ Status Report 

Hor cio I consider the Ifounoxury Status Report realistic, and must 
recommend its rejection in peart. Kith respect to its various recozzzsntLz-
tiona I will indicate rxy reaction by considering them ssparately according 
to the numbers incacated on the nuvp accompanying the report: 

1. Change Ho. 1 - Add 7 ceres, O.K. 

Change Ho. 2 - Add 20 acres, O.K., except I must point out 
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that tills addition does not provide as wide a by-pass as is desirable and 
I believe it does not allow, a by-pass road to follow the best route pro
vided by "the topography and drainage pattern. A little wider addition 
here would allow such a by-pass. However, it may not be possible within 
the limit ox" 125 acres allowed in the law. 

Change So. 3 - Delete k acres, O.K. 

Changs Ko. h - Add 5-6 acres, O.K. 

Change Ho. 5 - Add 20 acres, approximately, on the east side 
of the Levis and Clark River. I cannot agree with. this. This land is in 
agriexilturrJL use in privately-oimcd farms. I see little point in acquiring 
land en the east side of the river. The 20 acres would not be sui'ficieiit 
to provide scenic control. Bo other use of this land is contemplated. 
Clatsop County controls the shore line on the east bank of the river and it 
should not be difficult to arrange- with it for an easement prohibiting 
undesirable use of the water front. 

2. For the larger and naxinuza acreage recouciended and listed on 
the map a3 Change (a), 39 acres. Do not third: it is needed. 

Change (b) - Acreage not given, but. I estimate it is about 60. 
Do not think it is needed, at least not cost cf it. 

Change (c) - 172 acres east of the river. For reasons stated above, 
I see no need for this. Dven this acreage would not 
give scenic ccrrcrol. 

3. The Boiuidary Status Deport repeats on pages 12-13 the recom
mendations of Huoooy's Lc'.ris nod Clark Trail Deport with respect to accuiring 
a. section of the Trail and a small piece of the Hemlock forest. For the 
reasons that I have ctaus-d in the first part of this comment, I (disagree with 
this pert of the Boundary Status Report. My cvor-ali reaction to the Boundary 
Status Report, as well as to the- Eussoy Report, is that it is unrealistic 
and cannot ha adopted by this Office as a lend acquisition program for the 
establishment of suitable boundarries for the Fort Clatsop liaticnal Memorial. 
Furthermore, the report doss not make any clear renooimenanti but presents 
a nuiaber of edtornative3. 

Be Conner, dot ions 

For the present, vo must base our recorrmendations upon keeping 
rtthin the 125 acres authorised by the law. V/e can obtain a workable 
boundary by following Changes 1, 2, 3, cud ̂  of the Boundary Status Deport, 
at least approximately, and by deleting the 20 acres recommended east cf 
the Lewis and Clark Kiver. These 20 acres should be added to the- i-Iauorial 
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area on the west side of the River. This acreage could be used to good 
advantage in connection vita the by-pas3 road end/or the Levis and Claris 
Trail and the Eeauxjck forest. 

I suggest that this 20 acres be used for the Levi3 and Clark 
Trail. Y.re would need only a relatively narrow passageway, on' the order of 
a parkway right-of-way, along the Levda and Clark Trail west of the main 
area. Thio talght be eoaethins like 150 feat or 2C0 feet vide on either 
side of the present County road to the point where it fork3, and frosi 
there it should swing into a sort of bulge for a few hundred feet which 
vdll include 10 or 15 acres cf the forest. According- to Map (k of Buosey's 
report all this lard is owned by Crovn-Zellei'Dach Corrpany with the exception 
of the dedicated right-of-way of the County road end a very few acres owned 
by Clatsop County. 

Fhaesuiaably, Clatsop County would donate the few acres involved. 

The dedicated County road apparently is used only by Crown-
Zellerbach Company for logging purposes. The Corroany rnght be willing 
to relocate its logging road outside cur proposed boxirrioory, and the County 
then lairht take action to transfer this port of the County road to the 
Federal Government for inclusion in the national Mecsorlal. If it does not, 
I third; sore arrsarjsneat could be- worked cut satisfactory to the Service 
concerning tins parr of the County road. 

'Zee situation is not unfavorable. Except as nocod above, only 
the CroTrn-hellarhach Ckuupany is involved in aecuiring land for the Lewis 
end Clark Trail curl a snail plot, of the Eaeilock forest. Harold Zellerbach 
has already told Senator neuberger that he thinl-vs his Company would consider 
favorably donating a snail section cf the Eerulock forest. Since we- would 
need only about 10 to TO acres of the forest, I presume iir. Zellerbach 
would consider this as felling vdthin wiiat he ceiled "a email piece.,: I 
have made a naught calculation thaw the acreage involved in acquiring a 
300-foot wide strip along the Trail westward, 3,000 feet from the main 
area boundhry, would ruvnunt to 21 acres. This, together with the forest 
bulge at its western end, would givre a total of 30 to ho acres. Except 
for the use of the legyging road, the land eastward from the Hemlock foroot 
is of little value presently to this Company since it lias been cut over. 
I anticipate that the CroT,."s.-Zeilorbach Corrpany riigat be induced to consider 
favorably a strip of land along the Lewie and Clark Trail from the timber-
land back to the Fort. In short, it seems to ice that we can be moderate 
in our reoucot to Crovn-Zellsroacii for tirborland donation. 

Uy suggestion is that we recorraend to Senator Beuberger the dona
tion of a plot of approximately 20 acres at the point where the County road 
enters the Hemlock forest for addition to Fort Clatsop national Memorial. 
For the present, phis would have to be considered as a detached area, we can 
then undercuts surveys necessary to determine precisely the acreage involved 
in accuiring a strip along, the Lewis and Clark Trail bad; to Fort Clatsop 
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which I have estimated to he about 21 acres . Simultaneously, ve can carry 
on negotiat ions through Senator lleuherger with Crcam-Sellerbach for 
donation of the s t r i p of land along the T ra i l and with, the County for ceding 
right-of-way of the County road a t th io poin t . Senator lleuherger undoubtedly 
w i l l he wi l l ing to sponsor l e g i s l a t i o n authorising the addi t ion of vhat 
w i l l he a r e l a t i ve ly sna i l acreage to the nat ional Memorial, especia l ly 
i f i t i s to he donated land. The Crovn-Sellerhach Coiraany could turn the 
donation of lands for the ifational Ilemorial in to a good publ ic re la t ions 
pub l i c i ty program. 

A very br ief note on one or two eoranento in Huooey's repor t . 
He said a few sturros were found in what i s cal led "the v i rg in fo re s t , " 
indica t ing a l i t t l e selected cu t t ing . These stumps were f i r s t found, i t 
appears, a t a point 1 2/10lh.3 miles vest cf the For t . - This would he 
beyond the area t ha t I recommend for acquis i t ion and i t vould not hrpair 
,our statement tha t the added fo re s t land i s pr i r r i t ive and unchanged since 
the time of Leeds and Clark. 

The addit ion of the Lewis and Clark Tro l l and t h i s piece of 
v i rg in fores t vould aid a .great deal to the value-of the na t iona l MeLvorial. 
I t would provide en excel lent opportunity for a good t r a i l vhich vould f ive 
\ r i s i tor3 something to do; otherwise, t h e i r v i s i t w i l l he confined to a very 
small area and they wi l l have l i t t l e to do except v i s i t . t h e Fort s i t e and 
go through a v i s i t o r c u v r r . I ron the viewpoint of rec rea t ion as well as 
cf h is tory , -the lewis av.d Cirri: T r a i l area with the bulge a t i t s end ir. the 
fores t 11111 have irrroasarable value. 

I us at taching a rough circles, overlay based on the Map £k of 
Hucsey'3 repor t . I t I l l u s t r a t e s very roughly zry recommendation for the 
area to he included frcn the Levis end Clark T ra i l and the Keolock fores t 
for the nat ional Memories,. 

Staff His tor ian 

Attachnonta 

RHAppleman:gr 
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THE LEWES AND CLARK TRAIL 
FROM 

FORT CLATSOP TO THE CLATSOP PLAINS 

Authority for and purpose of this study 

By memorandum dated June 17, 1953* Mr. R. F. Lee, Chief, 

Division of Interpretation, requested the Regional Director, 

Region Four, to have a historical study made of the trail opened 

by members of the Lewis and Clark expedition from Fort Clatsop 

westward to the Pacific Ocean. The purpose of this study was to 

be the determination, in so far as possible, of the exact location 

of the original trail. This determination was necessary before a 

recommendation could be made as to how much of the trail site it 

would be desirable to include within the; boundaries of the 

authorized Fort Clatsop National Memorial. 

This request was amplified by a memorandum of 

July 16,• 1958, from Mr. Ben H. Thompson, Chief, Division of 

Recreation Resource Planning. Mr. Thompson requested the 

Regional Director, Region Four, to make a boundary status report 

for the authorized Memorial which would include "a firm and 

adequate boundary recommendation." This report was, iuuther, to 

include the definition of a smai1 tract of "virgin forest" on or 

near the trail site, which would be en appropriate subject for 

discussion between Senator Richard L. Reuberger and the 



Crown Zellerback Corporation with a viev to a possible donation 

of land by the Corporation. 

By a decision of the Regional Director, reached at a 

meeting with interested members of the Regional Office Staff on 

July 31, 1953, it was determined that the basic recommendations 

concerning this small section of forest land and concerning what 

portion of the trail would be desirable for inclusion in the 

Memorial should be made in the historical report.cn the trail 

location. The boundary status report would only summarize the 

conclusions of the historical report in these regards and would 

refer readers to it for details. 

Therefore, the present historical report has the 

following purposes: 

1. To sumriarize all known facts concerning the opening 

and use of the trail by the Lewis and Clark party. 

2. To locate the trail upon present-day maps as 

closely as the evidence permits. 

3. To summarize the history of the trail from 

March 23, 1806, when Lewis and Clark abandoned Fort Clatsop, 

until the present time. 

h0 To assess the historical significance of the trail 

as it relates to the story to he commemorated by the authorized 

Fort Clatsop Rational Memorial. 

5. To recommend what portion of the trail should be 

included within the proposed Memorial boundaries in order that 

the purposes of the memorial may be achieved. 
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6. To define and justify the boundaries, with related 

land ownership data, of such lands as might be recommended for 

addition to the Memorial in order to preserve the route of the 

trail. 

limitation of the scope of this study 

The legislation authorizing the establishment of Fort 

Clatsop National Memorial, and the memoranda authorizing the 

present historical study, refer to the Lewis and Clark trail 

which "led from Fort Clatsop to the coast." In the preliminary 

stages of the present investigation, however, it was quickly 

found that there would be little point in making a detailed study 

of the trail beyond the point where it crossed the main course of 

the present Skipanon Fiver for the following reasons: 

1. Eeyond the Skipanon, and from there to the coast

line, the trail entered the region known to early settlers as the 

Clatsop Plains, a country of swamps,: open fields, sluggish 

streams, and sand ridges. The topography of this region does not 

permit the exact pinpointing of the trail location. 

2. The general appearance of the region beyond the 

Skipanon has been so altered from its appearance of 1806 by 

artificially induced changes in the drainage pattern, by 

agricultural and residential development, and by highway and 

railroad construction that there appears little hope that the 

scene of l8o6" could be reconstructed. 
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3. The high state of development of much of the land 

along the general route of the trail west of the Skipanon would 

make land acquisition so difficult and expensive that its addition 

to the Memorial would be prohibitive, particularly, in view of the 

very doubtful value of such lands for furthering the purposes of 

the Memorial. 

Therefore, the present study is largely confined to 

that section of the trail from the Fort Clatsop site westward to 

the Clatsop Plains. 

Documentary account of the route 

On December 7, 1305, the main body of the Lewis and 

Clark company went into camp at a spot chosen several days earlier 

by Captain Meriwether Lewis as a suitable location for winter 

quarters. The almost certain identity of this place with the • 

spot presently known as the "Fort Clatsop Site," on the west 

bank of the Lewis and Clark River, has already been'discussed in 

detail. 

The next- day Captain William Clark took five men and 

set out for the seacoast, which at this point lies 3»6 miles 

directly west. His purpose was to find a place to make salt 

and to blaze a trail which could be used by hunters from the 

camp and which could be easily found by them should they become 

lost while hunting in that direction. 

John A. Hussey, Suggested Historical Area Report, Fort 
Clatsop Site, Oregon (ilimcographed, National Park Service, Region 
Foxu-, San Francisco, April 10, 1957), 3-22. 
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Captain Clark ' s description of t h i s day 's rou te , as 

given in the rough f i r s t draft of h is journal i s as follows: 

" I took 5 men and set out to the See t o 
f ind the nearest place & make a way t o 
prevent our men gett ing l o s t and f ind a 
place t o make s a l t , s teered S. 62° W. 
a t 2 miles passed the head of a Brook 
runing to the r i gh t , the lands good 
role ing much fa l l ing timber, l o f t y Pine 
of the Spruce kind, & some fur , passed 
over a high h i l l & to a creek which we 
kept down lj? miles and l e f t i t t o our 
r i g h t , saw f i sh in t h i s creek & ZLk 
Bear t r acks on i t , passed over a r idge 
t o a low marshey bottom which we crossed 
thro water & th ick brush for \ a mile to 
the commencement of a Prar ie which wavers, 
covered with grass & Sackay comrais, a t \ 
crossed a marsh 200 yds wide, boggey and 
ar r ived at a creek which runs to the 
r i g h t . Saw a gauge of Elk on the opposit 
side below, raf ted the creek, with much 
d i f i cu l t y & followed the Elk thro emence 
bogs, & over k small knobs i n the bogs 
about h miles to the South & k i l l e d an 
Elk, and formed a camp, covered our 
selves with the Elk skins, the l e f t of 
us Bogs & a lake or pond those bogs 
shake, much cramberry growing amongst the 
moss. Some ra in t h i s evening we made a 
har ty suuper of the Elk & hung up the 
b a l ? " 2 

The revised version of t h i s account, as i t appears i n 

Clark 's f inished journal , d i f fers in several important r espec t s : 

"We haveing fixed on t h i s S i tua t ion as 
the one best Calculated for our Winter 
qjuvrters I deturmin'd to go as d i r ec t 
a Course as I could to the Sea Coast 
which ve could here roar and appeared 
t o be a t no great distance from us , my 
pr inc ipa l object i s to look out a place 
t o make Sa l t , blaze the road or rout t h a t 

Tteuben Gold Thwaites ( ed . ) , Original Journals of the Lewis 
and Clark E:cccclition, lSok-l80o (7 vols , and a t l a s , Hew York, 
1904-iy0SJ, I I I , 2/0-271. 
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they men out hunting might find the 
direction to the fort if they Should 
get lost in cloudy weather—and See 
the probibility of game in that 
direction, for the Support of the Ken, 
we Shall Send to make Salt, I took 
with me five men and Set out on a 
Course S 60 W proceeded on a dividing 
ridge through lofty piney land much 
falling timber, passed the heads of 2 
brooks one of them had wide bottoms 
which was over flown & we waded to our 
knees crossed 2 Slashes (Swamps) and 
arrived at a Creek in a open ridgey 
prarie covered with Sackacomma (Sac de 
Commis) this Creek we were obliged to 
raft, which is about 6o yards over and 
runs in a direction to Point adorns, 
we discovered a large gange of Elk in 
the open lands, and we pro sued them 
through verry bad Slashes and Small 
ponds about 3 miles, Killed one and 
camped on a spot Scercely large enough 
to lie Clear of the Water, it is 
almost incredeable to assure the bogs 
which those animals can pass through, 
I pro sue1 d this gang of Elk through 
bogs which the vate of a man would 
Shake for •§• an Acre, and maney places 
I Sunk into the Mud and water up to my 
hips without finding any bottom on the 
trale of those Elk. Those bogs ara 
covered with a kind of Moss among'-
which I observe an ebundance of 
Cramberries. in those Slashes Small 
Knobs are promisquisly scattered about 
which are Steep and thickly Covered 
with pine Common to the Countrey & 
Lorel. we made a camp of the Elk skin 
to keep off the rain which continued 
to fall, the Small Knob on which we 
camped did not afford a Sufficiency of 
dry wood for our fire, we collected 
what dry wood we could and what Sticks 
we could Cut down with the Tomahawks, 
which made us a tolerable fire."3 

3Thwaites, op. cit., Ill, 271-272. 
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The next day, December $, Captain Clark sent two men to 

pursue the elk and, taking the other three men vith him, set out 

to continue hi.3 route to the ocean. Finding his way westward 

blocked by swamps and streams, he went back to the creek he had 

crossed by raft on the previous day. Recrossing, he went down it 

(north) one or two miles and met three Indians. The natives 

agreed to take him to their village on the coast. Clark's 

description of this trip, from the rough journal, is as follows: 

"I determv- to accompany them to their vil§ 
& we set out crossed the stream, and 2 of 
the Indians took the canoe over the waver
ing open rich plains for \ a mile and we 
crossed the same stream which run to the 
left, we then left the canoe and proceeded 
to the same stream which runs to the right 
and empties its^self into the see here I 
found their vil^ k Lodges on the west bank 
of tins little river which is here 70 yards 
vide/'1* 

His description of the journey from the "smooth" 

journal differs in some important details: 

"those indians made Signs that they had a 
town on the Seacoast at no great distance, 
and envited me to go to their town which 
envitation I axcepted and accompan. them, 
they had a Canoe hid in the Creek which I 
had just before rafted which I had not 
observed, we crossed in this little Canoe 
just. large enough to carry 3 men an/ji_/ 
their loads after Crossing 2 of the 
Indians took the Canoe on theire Sholders 
and Carried it across to the other Creek 
about £ of a mile, we Crossed the 2^ 
Creek and proceeded on to the mouth of 
the creek which makes a great bend above 
the mouth of this Creek or to the S. is 3 

^Thwaites, o^_. cit., Ill, 272.' 
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houses and about 12 families of the 
Clatsop Nation, we crossed to those 
houses, which were built on the S. 
exposur of the hill,"5 

On December 10, Clark returned to the Fort Clatsop site 

"by the same road I had went out." 

These excerpts contain, essentially, all the information 

to be found in the Lewis and Clark journals concerning the 

location of the trail between Fort Clatsop and the coast. 

However, a little additional description is found in the journal 

kept by Patrick Gass.. Under the date of December 10, Gass noted 

the return of Captain Clark and three of his men from their 

journey to the sea. Gass states: 

"They found the ocean to.be about 7 
miles from our camp; for k miles the 
land high and closely timbered: the 
remainder prairie cut vdth some 
streams of water."' 

Evidently this information supplied by Gass, supplemented 

by other accounts, was used by Nicholas Biddle, the editor of the 

first published version of the Lewi3 and Clark journals, to fill 

out the description of the trail as found in the original 

manuscript journals. In the entry of the Lewis and Clark journals 

as published in History of the Expedition under the Command of 

Captains Lewis and Clark • . . appear the following words apropos 

mTiiwaites, op. cit., Ill, 273-274. 

Ibid., 275. 

7 
Patr ick Gass, Gass's Journal of the Levis and Clark 

Expedition (Chicago, 1504), 184. 

8 

http://to.be


of the departure of 5 men on December 28 -with k e t t l e s for the 

saacoast to begin the manufacture of s a l t : 

"The route to the seacoast i s about seven 
miles in length, i n a d i rec t ion nearly 
west. Five miles of the distance i s 
through thick woods var iea with h i l l s , 
ravines and swamps, though the land i n 
general possesses a r i ch black mold. 
The remaining two miles i s formed of 
open waving p r a i r i e s of sand/j^dunesy7 

with ridges running p a r a l l e l to the A 
r i ve r and covered with green g ras s . " 

Clark 's route correlated with present-day maps 

when one begins to apply Captain Clark 's descript ion of 

the t r a i l to the present-day map, one immediately runs in to 

d i f f i cu l t y . In the f i r s t p lace, to leave Fort Clatsop on a t rue 

course of West S 6o° W or S 62° W would take Clark down off the 

small ridge on which Fort Clatsop i s located, a most unl ikely 

eventual i ty since the log ica l route from the Fort to the seacoast 

leads up the ridge immediately west or s l i g h t l y .to the north of 

west, from the f o r t . Also, Clark 's estimated distance of 

approximately 7 miles to the coast does not correspond even 

remotely to the distance of 3*6 miles as measured by the best 

avai lable present-day maps. 

Fortunately, Clark drew a map of h i s route t o the coast 

(see Map l ) which, although i t does not correspond to modern maps 

i n a l l respec ts , permits one to t r ace the route with a f a i r 

degree of accuracy. The Clark path undoubtedly went a l i t t l e 

Q 

Elliot Coues (cd), History of the Expedition under the 
Command of Car/taino Lewis and Clark . . . [k- vols., Hew York 
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north of west for near ly \ mile from the fo r t , then turned south

westerly p a r a l l e l l i n g the upper drainage of the small creek, which 

forms the f i r s t t r i b u t a r y of the present Lewis and Clark Elver to 

the north of the Fort Clatsop s i t e . 9 After about \ mile the 

t r a i l , continuing southwest, crossed the headwaters of t h i s creek, 

a f te r which i t turned more sharply southward across the r idge to 

the upper course of the unnamed easternmost branch of the Skipanon 

Eiver. Clark and h i s men followed down the north bank of t h i s 

stream for about \ mile to jus t below i t s juncture with an 

uruiamed creek flowing from the west. Crossing the eas tern branch 

of the north-flowing Skipanon River jus t below t h i s junct ion, 

Clark continued west over a low ridge to the main branch of the 

Skipanon River, which evidently was h is "low marshey bottom 

which we crossed thro water 1 th ick brush." 

After leaving the Skipanon River Clark continued west

ward across a p r a i r i e for about \ mile to the present Neacoxie 

Creek, which at the point Clark encountered i t runs nor th . This 

was the stream which Clark found to be about 6o yards vide and 

which he was forced to r a f t . On the next day he returned to t h i s 

point from h i s elk hunt, recrossed the stream, and proceeded 

northward along the east bank u n t i l he met some Indians . From 

•^Clark's compass bearing of S. 60 W. would correspond to a 
t rue bearing of about S. 82° W., which course roughly corresponds 
with tha t of the na tura l route running up the ridge west of the 
f o r t . 

10 
Thwaites, op. c i t . , I l l , 271. 
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them, evident ly, he learned tha t the stream he was on made a 

hairpin turn a short distance to the northward and reversed i t s 

d i rec t ion . The Indians car r ied t h e i r canoe from the north-flowing 

section of the stream across to the south-flowing sect ion. From 

there they made t h e i r way westward t o the ocean near a mouth of 
11 

the Neacoxie Creek which has now been closed by sand. As nearly 

as i t can be t r aced at the present t ime, Clark ' s outward route i s 

shown by the so l id l i ne on Map 2 of t h i s r epo r t . 

Although Clark does not mention i t i n h i s journal , b i s 

re turn course from the ocean to the f o r t ' e v i d e n t l y was not exactly 

the same as h i s outward rou te . On h i s map (see Map l ) the dotted 

l i n e representing h i s t r a i l i s s p l i t a t two different p laces . The 

western s t re tches of double t rack , covering the area of the 

crossing of the main Skipanon River, i s not of pa r t i cu l a r i n t e r e s t 

for the purpose of t h i s study, since the separation of the two 

courses i s not great , since there i s no clue as t o which was the 

outward and which the returning course, and since the topography 

of t h i s v i c i n i t y does not permit a p rec i se locat ion of e i the r 

course in any case . 

xteacoxie Creek now flows southward past t h i s old mouth for 
a number of miles and empties in to Neavanna Creek, near the 
present town of Cearhart. In Lewis and Clark ' s day, ITeacoxie 
Creek was the ou t le t for the present (lullaby Lake. Years l a t e r 
s e t t l e r s in the region diverted the drainage from the lake in to 
the Skipanon River. 

11 



On the other hand, the eastern sect ion of double t r ack , 

s t re tch ing from the junction of the two forks of the eastern 

branch of the Skipanon River eastward to the slope of the ridge 

leading do-wn to Fort Clatsop, i s important to t h i s study. Clark 's 

descr ipt ion of h i s outward route makes i t possible t o s t a t e 

de f in i t e ly tha t the southern course shown on h i s map was the one 

used during the f i r s t t r i p to the sea. Therefore, the northern 

course must have been followed on the re turn journey, or must 

have been l a i d out on e. l a t e r occasion. 

I t seems log ica l to assume tha t t h i s new route was used 

on the homeward t r i p , since anyone who forced h i s way through the 

rough country on the north bank of the unnamed easternmost branch 

of the Skipanon River would not be l i k e l y to re turn by t h e same 

course i f an a l t e rna t ive presented i t s e l f . Evidently Clark, upon 

crossing the eastern branch of the Slupanon below the junct ion of 

i t s two branches, decided to ascend the point of the r idge to the 

northeast and to follow the top of the ridge eastward u n t i l he 

reached the headwaters of the stream which flows in to the Lewis 

and Clark River north of Fort Clatsop. Descenodng in to the canyon 

of t h i s stream, he crossed i t f a r the r down than on the outward 

t r i p , climbed up the other s ide , and rejoined h i s outward t r a i l 

probably about .6 mile vest of the f o r t . The approximate course 

of t h i s homeward route i s shown by the dotted red l i n e on Map 2 

of t h i s r epor t . 

12 



Use of trail by Lewis and Clark party 

On December 28, 1805, Captains Lewis and Clark sent three 

men "to proceed to the Ocean at some conveneint place to form a 

1.12 

Camp and Commence makeing Salt with 5 of the largest Kittles. 

Two other men were sent with them to help carry the kettles. The 

route followed to the coast undoubtedly was one of the tracks 

opened by Clark earlier in the month. -* The men selected a site 

for the salt works within the limits of the present town of 

Seaside, on the coast about nine miles south of the place where 

Ik 

Captain Clark's trail touched the ocean. 

Starting with the entry for January 3} l8o6, upon which 

day Sergeant Gass and a companion were sent out to the salt works, 

and continuing through the entry for February 21, when the salt 

makers returned to Fort Clatsop with their "salt and utensils," 

the Lewis and Clark journals contain a number of references to 

men passing back and forth between the fort and the coast. 

Although the journals contain little information on the 

exact routes followed by these men, it is clear that the trail 

1 !Waites, OP. cit., Ill, 293. 

13 
See description of the route followed on this occasion, 

already quoted on page 9 above, from the Biddle edition of the 
journals. 

IThe exact Identification of the salt works site is not part 
of the present study. For our purposes it is sufficient to place 
the works in the Seaside vicinity, an identification clearly made 
by Clark's maps. For example, see Map 5 of Hussey, Suggested Area 
Eeport, Fort Clatsop Site. See also Thwaite, op. clt., Ill, 312-31^. 
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blazed?by Clark continued to be used by some of these travelers. 

There is also evidence- that the route vas not considered entirely 

satisfactory. On January 28, for instance, tvo men, Howard and 

Werner, returned from the salt works after having been absent 

from the fort since the morning of the 23rd. They attributed 

their delay to the "badness of the weather and the difficulty of 

the road." ' On February 21, Sergeant John Ordvay complained 

bitterly in his journal, of the unpleasantness of traveling this 

route in stormy weather, saying he was "much fatigued and . . . 

T f 

verry Sick, and wet to my Skins wadding the Slashes and marshes." 

Indeed, the present-day reader gains the impression 

that the route opened by Captain Clark was so difficult that the 

men attempted to avoid using it whenever possible. For example, 

en January 3 Sergeant Gass and George Shannon were sent out to 

find the salt makers, whose exact location on the coast was then 

unknown at the fort. Gass states: "We proceeded along a 

dividing ridge, expecting to pass the heads of some creeks which 
17 intervene." ' Quite clearly Gass was attempting to avoid the 

swamps and streams which made the western end of the blazed trail 

so troublesome to traverse. 

15 
Thwaites, op_. git., IV, 18-19. 

Kilo M. Quaife (ed.), The Journals of Captains Meriwether 
Lewis and Sergeant John Ordway (Publications of the State ilistorical 
Society of 'Wisconsin, Collections, XXII, Madison, 1916), 326. 

17 
C-ass,~op_. git., 190. 
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On January 6 Captain Clark set out with a small party 

to see a vhale which had been reported washed up on the shore 

near the present Tillamook Head. Instead of taking the trail 

westward, he employed canoes and opened a water route by way of 

Youngs Bay and the Skipanon River to the general vicinity of the 

18 
point where his old route crossed the present Neacoxie Creek. 

When, On February 18, Sergeant Ordway was sent out to help the 

salt makers bring their salt and equipment to the fort, he also 

started by canoe. However, high waves on Youngs Bay forced him 

to return; and the next day he and his companions renewed their 

19 joauaney by the land route. 

Later history of the trail 

The history of the trail after Lewis and Clark abandoned 

Fort Clatsop on March 23, I806, is somewhat obscure. It is 

reliably reported that Chief Coboway and other Clatsop Indians 

continued to occupy Fort Clatsop during the hunting season for 

10 or 15 years after the expedition's departure. It can be 

assumed that these Indians at least occasionally used the old 

trail opened by Lewis and Clark when coming and going between the 

abandoned fort and their villages on the coast. 

1 8 

Thwaites, op. cit., Ill, 316-317. 
19 
Quaife, op. cit., 325. 

Deposition of Silas B. Smith /grandson of Cobowav/, June 15, 
1900, in Proceedings of the Oregon Historical Society . . . 1900 
(Salem, 1901), 20. This use by Indians is somewhat corroborated by 
Alexander Henry, who recorded in his journal for December it, 1813, 
that the remains of Fort Clatsop were "in total ruins, -the wood 
having been cut down and destroyed by the Indians." Elliott Coues 
fed.), New Lieut on the Early History of the Greater Northwest . . . 
(3 vols.. New York, 1897), III, 771-772. 
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At any rate, the trail apparently was still open in 

1842. An American missionary who visited the Fort Clatsop site in 

that year and who was familiar with the Clatsop Plains vicinity, 

soon afterwards stated: "The Indians have often pointed out to 

me the trail by which a gang of their /Levis and Clark's/ men 

21 
went daily from their hut to the coast." 

Settlement of the Fort Clatsop vicinity began about the 

middle of the century. In 1850 Carlos W. Shane located a 

donation land claim which included the site of the winter 

encampment. During the next year he built a house near the ruins 

22 

of what were pointed out to him as the "Lewis and Clark, cabins." 

In I852 Richard M. I-bore came to the neighborhood with the 

intention of building a large steam sawmill, and shortly there

after the mill was in operation on the site of the old Lewis and 

Clark lending place. The vicinity of Fort Clatsop soon became 

quite a lively settlement, "with 35 or 40 people, all busy clear

ing land, cutting sawlogs, sawing lumber, etc." •* 

Early in 1852 the County Commissioners of Clatsop 

County, in which the Fort Clatsop area was located, appointed 

three commissioners to "View out and Locate a Eoad from some 

^ > . Lee and J. H. Frost, Ten Years in Oregon (New York, 
1844), 15. """ 

Reposition of Carlos w. Shane, June 15, 1000, in Proceedings 
of the Oregon Historical Society . . . IgOO, 20-21. 

Oregon Historical Society, Scrapbook 21, p. 42. 
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point on the Levis & Clark 's River to Clatsop p l a i n s . " Eelieving 

i t necessary to "open a means of communication" betveen these tvo 

areas of settlement, the appointees selected a route for a road 

lending from Carlos W. Shane's house westward over the r idge, 

across the mar3h of the Skipanon River, and out t o the Clatsop 

P r a i r i e , a distance of "3 miles and 2 chains ." They caused t h i s 

route to be surveyed, and on May 13, 1852, they recommended to 

the County Commissioners t h a t i t be "Established and Opened" as a 

2k public road "according to Law." 

Tnis recoiimiendation was adopted on September J} 1852. 

The County Commissioners ordered the road to be es tabl ished and 
25 

named i t "the Lewis and Clark Road." As fa r as i s known, the 

road so established lias never been vacated or abandoned by 

26 
Clatsop County. 

There apparently i s no evidence t o show tha t the old 

Levis and Clark t r a i l was used or taken in to consideration by the 

commissioners i n laying out t h e i r road. The notes for the survey 

of t h i s road are s t i l l i n exis tence, but when the courses and 

distances are p lo t t ed on a present-day map the resu l t ing route 

2k 
Return and Survey of Road from Lewis & Clark 's to Clatsop 

P la ins , May 13, 1852, 1-S, i n Office of County Engineer, Clatsop 
County, Astoria, Oregon. For ca l l ing h i s a t t en t ion to t h i s 
document, the wri ter i s indebted t o Mr. R. B. Shefler, County 
Engineer. 

25 
Clatsop County, Commissioners Journal No. 2, p.-23, MS, in 

office of County Clerk, Clatsop County. 

Interview with Mr. R. B. Shefler, County Engineer, at 
Astoria, July 23, 1958. 
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does not seem to coincide with either of the main Lewis and Clark 

trails or, for that matter, with the present logging road which 

runs westward from the fort site to Clatsop Plains. However, all 

of these routes were governed by the same terrain factors, and 

they must virtually have coincided at certain points. 

In the limited time available for this study, the 

present writer was unable to uncover any evidence in the county 

records that the new road was actually constructed. Evidently 

the vicinity of the Lewis and Clark trail had not been much 

disturbed by the spring of 1853 when George Gibbs, a well-known 

Pacific Eorthwest pioneer and a keen observer, visited the Fort 

Clatsop site. In a letter to his mother, dated- April 13, I853, he 

described the site of the Lewis and Clark camp and then stated: 

"Their old trail to the coast is just visible being much over-

27 grown with brash." ' 

TArring October, I853, another well-known pioneer of the 

Fort Clatsop \dc in i ty , Preston W. G i l l e t t e , v i s i t e d the o ld 

encampment s i t e . He l a t e r s t a t ed i n a sworn deposit ion: "when 

I f i r s t knew t h i s spot the t r a i l cut by Lewis and Clark through 

the timber to the ocean was p l a in ly v i s i b l e , i t having been kept 

open by the Indians and elk, and i t continued as a t rave led 

'Vernon Carstensen ( ed . ) , "Pacif ic Northwest Let te rs of 
George Gibbs," i n Oregon His tor ica l Quarterly, LIV (September, 
1953), 230. 
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passage for some fifteen years after my arrival in the country 

_ _ 28 
/in I8527." 

Perhaps the county road was not ac tua l ly opened at t h i s 

t ime, since a drop in the p r ice of lumber i n 185k caused the 

closing of Moore's mi l l , and i t was reported tha t by 1856 there 

29 

was "only one inhabitant in the entire precinct." * Carlos W. 

Shane had sold his donation claim to "his brother, Franlclin W. 

Shane, evidently in late 1852; but Franklin moved away from the 

property about 1856 or 1857. Seemingly the immediate site of 

Fort Clatsop was largely deserted from that time until I872. 

Meanwhile, there apparently was seme use of the old 

Lewis and Clark landing and of the route westward from there to 

Clatsop Plains. During the l850's residents of Portland and 

other inland settlements began to seek relief from the summer 

heat by spending vacations along the fine sea beaches south of 

the mouth of the Columbia. Generally, the3e visitors traveled by 

small boat up the Skipanon Fiver to a place known as Lexington, 

Upper Landing, or Skipanon, situated near the southern limits of 

the present YJarrenton. From this point a road of sorts led 

southward over the sandy Clatsop Plains to the resorts.^• 

28 
Proceedings of the Oregon Historical Society . • . 1900, 18-19. 

29 
^Oregon lustorical Society, Scrapbook 21, p. k2. 

•30 
Transcription of a tape recording of an interview with 

Mr. Harlan C. Smith, July 6, 1957 > typewritten copy in Eegion Four 
Office, National Park Service, San Francisco, pp. 2-k. 

"\Xevfic A. McArthur, Oregon Geographic Names (3rd ed., 
Portland, 1952), 5U0, 557. 
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I t was found, however, t ha t a more convenient and 

a t t r a c t i v e route was t o go by boat t o the Fort Clatsop landing 

and then by hi red horse or , perhaps, by carr iage over the h i l l s 

t o the Clatsop Plains road. One student of ear ly t ranspor ta t ion 

i n Oregon s t a t e s t ha t i n July, 1862, the Oregon Steam Navigation 

Company inaugurated a regular summer service by the steamer 

Jennie Clark d i r e c t l y from Portland to Fort Clatsop landing.^ 

Such a service would presuppose the existence of a 

f a i r l y good road between the landing and the Clatsop P la ins . On 

the other hand, any regular carrying of passengers on t h i s route 

before 1375 has been d i r e c t l y denied by Mr. Harlan C. Smith, who 

l ived in the v i c i n i t y as a small boy i n 1872.33 

At any r a t e , the summer v i s i t a t i o n t o the beaches 

increased considerably a f te r 1873* when Benjamin Hblladay opened • 

h i s famous Seaside House. Meanwhile, in May, I872, the daughter 

of Franklin Shane and her husband, William Hampton Smith, had 

moved onto the family claim and had b u i l t a new house on the Fort 

Clatsop s i t e . Smith reasoned tha t a good road from the old Lewis 

and Clark landing place on h i s property over the ridge to the 

Clatsop Plains would prove more a t t r a c t i v e for the summer, v i s i t o r s 

32P,anr1al1 V. Mills, Stem-Wheelers up the Columbia (Palo Alto, 
California, 19k7), 157-159. 

33jkvmscription of a tape recording of an interview with 
Mr. Harlan C. Smith, p . 12. 
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3^ 
than the sandy road to Skipanon. As early as June, 1873, he 

proposed to the Oregon- Steam Navigation Company that he build 

35 
such a road. Negotiations with the firm dragged on for nearly 

two years, but finally, on May 6, 1875, Smith and his wife sold 

five acres of land along the west bank of the Lewis and Clark 

River to the company for wharf and transfer facilities. As part 

of the transaction, the Navigation Company agreed to subscribe 

36 

$500 to be used by Smith to open his proposed road. 

Work on the road evidently began during the latter part 

of June, I875. According to his son, William Smith "spied out" 

the route; and the heavy labor was performed by Chinese hired in 

Portland.-*' The task seemingly was completed before the end of 

I875, and certainly the new road was ready for use before the 

next tourist season. 

Mr. Harlan C. Smith, who as a small boy watched his 

father construct the road, stated on July 6, 1957/ that the new 

J ^Transcription of a tape recording of an interview with 
Mr. Harlan C. Smith, pp. h, 10. 

3^J. c. Ainsworth (President, O.S.N. Co.) to W. H. Smith, 
Portland, Oregon, June 19, I873, original MS in possession of 
Mr. Harlan C. Smith, of Santa Cruz, California. 

J Ainsworth to Smith, April 21, 1875, MS. 

3'Transcription . . . of an interview with Mr. Harlan C. 
Smith, p. 32. 

3°S. G. Reed to W. H. Smith, Portland, Oregon, June 15, 1875, 
original MS in possession of Mr. Harlan C. Smith; Ore. Steam Nav. 
Co. advertisement dated July 17, I876, in \inidentified newspaper 
clipping in possession of Mr. Smith. 
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route "probably" followed "the old Indian trail and the elk trail 

/Lewis and Clark trail/, in the main." However, he did not 

remember having discussed this particular point with his father. 

Mr. Smith recalled that this road was maintained for a number of 

years after its completion. He and his family moved from the 

Fort Clatsop area in l88o, but he occasionally returned to the 

vicinity. He remembered that as late as "sometime after lSXXJj 

but not very long after," the road was still passable. It wa3 

39 

h i s recol lec t ion t ha t the road was maintained by county funds. y 

L i t t l e i s known concerning the h i s to ry of t h i s road 

a f t e r 19C0. I t i s s t i l l considered a county road, but scant 

a t t en t ion i s given t o i t s maintenance. In places i t i s choked 

with alders and brush, and i t i s passable by an ordinary passenger 

automobile only during the dry season. The road has been 

extensively used as a logging access road, and no one now seems 

to know i f t h i s logging road of 1958 s t i l l follows the exact 

locat ion of Smith's road of 1875. Because of the d ic t a t e s of 

the t e r r a i n , i t i s f a i r l y ce r t a in tha t the present road l i e s 

d i r ec t l y on, or very close t o , ce r ta in sections of the Lewis and 

Clark t r a i l (see Map 3 ) . 

Present-day description of the Lewis and Clark t r a i l 

On the morning of July 2k, 1958, a f i e ld par ty of 

National Park Service employees t raversed the road from Fort 

39 
^Transcription . . . of an interview with Mr. Harlan C. 

Smith, pp. 9-13. 
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Clatsop to the Clatsop Plains by automobile. Frequent stops were 

made to permit an examination of the terrain. Later that day two 

members of the party retraced the greater part of the road on foot. 

As far as time and the dense undergrowth permitted, side trips 

were made from the road to identify topographical features shown 

on Clark's map (Map 1 of this report) and to attempt to trace 

sections of the original trail. In particular, a descent was made 

to the bottom of the canyon of the unnamed easternmost branch of 

the Skipanon Fiver, along the north bank of which Clark traveled 

for about \ mile. As a result of these observations, it is 

possible to present a fairly complete picture of the country 

traversed by the Levis and Clark trail as it exists today. 

For about .6 mile west of the Fort Clatsop site the 

present road ascends along the top of the rather broad spur ridge 

on which the fort is situated. For this distance the road must 

nearly coincide with the Lewis and Clark trail location. The 

land traversed by this section of the road has been logged off 

quite cleanly, except for a few snags and some fairly large 

hemlock trees which are scattered about. For the most part, 

however, the road goes through dense thickets of young alders, 

hemlocks, and shrubs (largely blackberry and salal). The Crown 

Zellerback Corporation, which owns most of this property, has 

also planted young forest trees, largely Douglas Fir, through the 

cut-over tract (see Photos 1-3). At the present time this section 

of the road is* not particularly attractive from a scenic 

23 



standpoint, but the dense conifer forest which once covered the 

area will eventually reassert itself. 

At about .6 mile from the fort the present road swings 

rather sharply to the southward off the top of the spur ridge 

and ascends along the southeast slope of the spur for a short 

distance before turning west again and recrossing the spur and 

ascending the north slope to the summit of the main ridge 

separating Fort Clatsop from the sea. Thi3 section of the road, 

about .6 mile in length, is through a dense forest of hemlock, 

interspersed with a few rather large Sitka spruce trees (See 

Photos k and 7)» Although this forest at first appears to be 

virgin growth, a close inspection off the road reveals the 

presence, in spots, of large stumps showing unmistakable signs 

of the saw (see Photos 5 and 6). Thc3e stumps are found largely 

on the north slope of the spur. 

On the area traversed by this section of the present 

road, both the outgoing and returning Lewis and Clark trails 

somewhat sharply diverged from the road location. The outgoing 

trail apparently continued up the crest of the spur for a short 

distance beyond the .6-mile point on the road. Then it dropped 

down into the head of the north-flowing stream, climbed southward 

out of it, crossed the main ridge, and dropped down to the 

easternmost branch of the Skipanon River. For perhaps 500 feet 

beyond the .6-mile point thi3 route traversed an area now very 

cleanly denuded of timber. Then the route plunged into an area 
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today covered by dense forest, in which it remained all the way 

down the east Skipanon River and on to the main Skipanon. 

The returning branch of the trail, running eastward 

from the summit of the main ridge, descends into the densely 

timbered (with hemlock) canyon of the north-flowing tributary of 

the Lewis and Clark River for a short distance, then climbs out 

to rejoin the outward route at about the .6HmLle point on the 

road. The easternmost 500 or 600 feet of this route is through 

land now cleanly cut (see Map 3)» 

From the summit of the main ridge, at an elevation of 

about 260 feet, the road continues westward just south of the 

top of a spur ridge which projects toward the ocean. From the 

south edge of the road down into the canyon of the easternmost 

branch of the Skipanon Fiver, the steep slope is covered by a 

magnificent hemlock forest with a dense undergro^rth of fern, 

huckleberry, salal, and other shrubs. In fact, the entire canyon 

of this branch of the SldLpanon River, apparently looks much the 

same now as it did when it was traversed by Clark and his 

companions in December of l805. The person who scrambles through 

the fallen trees and brash along the course of this stream can 

easily realise why Clark believed he had traveled seven miles in 

reaching the ocean instead of an actual 3»6 airline miles. The 

northern edge of the road as it travels along the summit of the 

spur ridge is fringed by a narrow strip of hemlock trees and b,rush 

which screens.fairly effectively a large area of logged-over land 

lying directly to the north. 
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After about *K mile westward from the summit of the 

main ridge, the road swings around to the western face of the 

spur ridge, which descends sliarply to the valley of the Skipanon 

River. As the road reaches the face of the spur it leaves the 

hemlock forest and enters an extensive tract of cut-over land 

which extends westward to the farm land in the valley of the 

Skipanon and northward for several miles. The road descends 

through this cut-over land, now covered by a dense growth of 

young alders, hemlocks, and brush, down the face of the spur to 

cross the east fork of the Skipanon River and to connect with a 

county road leading west to U. S. Highway 101. 

About •£• mile south of this section of the road the 

Lewis and Clark Trail continues west over a low wooded ridge from 

the eastern fork of the Skipanon River to the main course of the 

same stream. Although some timbering has been conducted along 

this section of the trail, it traverses country which remains 

essentially primitive in appearance until it crosses the main 

Skipanon River, when it enters an area of small, homes and farms. 

Historical significance of the Lewis and Clark Trail in relation 

to the purposes of the authorised Fort Clatsop national Memorial 

The historical significance of the Fort Clatsop site 

has been discussed at length in the Fort Clatsop Suggested 

Historical Area Report. However, some recapitulation appears 

necessary as a background for understanding the relationship of 

the significance of the trail to that of the fort site proper. 
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The Fort Clatsop site undoubtedly possess national 

significance because (a) it vas associated importantly with the 

lives of two great Americans, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark; 

(b) it was associated with the Levis and Clark expedition, which 

was a dramatic and important incident in American history, leading 

to the strengthening of American claims and interest in the Pacific 

Northwest; and (c) it possesses strong merit as a point from which 

the broad aspects of the Lewis and Clark story can well be 

presented to the American people. 

On the other hand, it cannot be said that the Fort 

Clatsop site vas associated with any decisive or "climactic" 

point in the Lewis and Clark journey. The objectives of the 

expedition had been reached prior to the time the party began 

looking for a place to spend the winter months of l805 and I806, 

and the selection of the Fort Clatsop site was largely the result 

of there being abundant game in the vicinity at the time. The 

desire of the leaders of the expedition to obtain salt for the 

first part of the return journey vas also a factor in the 

selection of the Fort Clatsop location, but apparently the 

obtaining of this commodity was not considered vital to the continued 

progress of the e:q?edition. -

In his journal for January 5, I806, Lewis stated that the 
first salt produced by the expedition's salt works at the present 
Seaside vas "a great treat to myself and most of the party . . . 
I say most of the party, for ray friend Capt Clark, declares it to 
be a mear matter of indifference with him whether he uses it or 
not." Eiwaites, op_. cit., Ill, 313. 
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This lack of vital connection -with the main events of 

the expedition provides problems when it comes to determining 

what shall be the statement of significance, or the interpretive 

theme, of the authorized Fort Clatsop National Memorial. The 

bill authorizing the establishing of this area states that the 

area is being set aside "for the purpose of commemorating the 

culmination, and the winter encampment, of the Levis and Clark 

Lhpedition." This purpose, of course, will he made, clear in the 

development and in the interpretive program at the Memorial. Yet, 

in the opinion of the present writer, the lack of association 

between the site and the climactic events of the expedition makes 

desirable a shift of emphasis. In his opinion, the Lewis and 

Clark expedition should be commemorated at the Memorial largely 

as being symbolic of the bravery and determination of the men and 

women who won the west for the United States. The Levis and 

Clark expedition was, in the words of Theodore Koosevelt, "all 

that an exploration should be," an example of patience, 

fortitude, sld.llful leadership, and devotion to duty under 

conditions of extreme privation and hardship. This, in the 

opinion of the present writer, is the aspect of the expedition 

that should be stressed at Fort Clatsop and which is the essence 

of the true significance of the area. 

In order to make this aspect of the expedition story 

raeamngflLll to the American people, the present writer believes 

that the pilncipal objective of all development and interpre

tation at the Fort Clatsop Memorial should be to re-create for 
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the visitor the isolated and forbidding aspect of the Fort Clatsop 

vicinity as it was during the four months the expedition camped on 

the site. The re-creation of this scene requires an adequate 

tract of land which can be permitted to revert over a period of 

time to its primitive state of dense coniferous forest and 

adjoining marsh. In his opinion, the acquisition of such land 

should be the primary consideration in determining desirable 

boundaries for the area. 

As has been seen in the preceeding narrative, the trail 

used by the expedition between Fort Clatsop and the Pacific Coast 

was not vital to any major objective of the expedition. Its use 

was merely to facilitate the obtaining of a convenience, salt, 

and to provide access to a hunting area. Evidently, however, the 

trail was largely used for these purposes only when more 

convenient routes, later discovered, were not passable. Therefore, 

one must reach the conclusion that the Lewis and Clark trail to 

the coast was really of minor importance even for the story of 

the stay of the expedition at Fort Clatsop. Therefore, the 

acquisition and preservation of any large portion of this trail 

certainly can be only a secondary consideration in the planning 

to carry out the main theme of monument "_ development and 

interpretation. 

However, this muchhaving been said, it must be 

recognized that the trail would have certain positive advantages 

as a means of -furthering the primary purpose of the area. If the 
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route of the trail were preserved, and if visitors were able to 

follow it through woods which appear today much as they did to 

Lewis and Clark, people would gain the most vivid impression of 

the type of hardships and the terrain which had to be overcome by 

members of the expedition. Therefore, the total impact of the 

area upon the visitor, and the ability of the area to transmit 

its message, would be increased. Certainly, the experience of 

following a portion of the original trail would be of high 

visitor interest. Such a feature would be a desirable and 

imaginative adklition to the area facilities. 

Therefore, the preservation of a significant section of 

the Lewis and Clark trail must be considered as desirable, 

providing the necessary land acquisition does not adversely 

affect the acquisition of all of the lands in the immediate fort 

vlcinit:/ which are considered essential for the preservation of 

the historic scene. 

Definition of uortions of the trail recommended for inclusion in 
- - - .- , , , , i • i 

the Fort Clatsop National Memorial 

In view of the above discussion of the historical 

significance of the trail, it seems clear that it is possible to 

assign priorities to certain sections of the trail which can be 

recommended for inclusion within the boundaries of the authorized 

Memorial. These priorities are as follows: 

1st priority. The short section of the trail leading 

westward from the restored Fort Clatsop along the top of the 
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ridge for a distance of approximately 1250 feet to the locat ion 

of the proposed bypass which would take the present paved county 

road away from the immediate fo r t area, as proposed in the 

boimdary s ta tus report now being prepared by the Region Four 

of f ice , should be acquired at once. In the present thinking for 

the development and in t e rp re t a t i on of the Memorial, the immediate 

v i c in i t y of the fo r t , including the top and south slope of the 

ridge on which i t se ts as far west as the proposed bypass road, 

would be permitted to rever t to na tu ra l coniferous f o r e s t . The 

present logging road which ascends the lower pa r t of the ridge on 

the approximate route of the Lewis and Clark t r a i l would be 

vacated by the county as far as the proposed bypass, and i t s 

route would be u t i l i z e d for a re -c rea t ion of the Lewis and Clark 

t r a i l . The t r a i l would he screened by several hundred feet of 

dense woods from the planned parking area, Vis i to r Center, and 

other developments; and thus i t would be possible for v i s i t o r s 

to have the experience of walking on the o r ig ina l Levis and Clark 

t r a i l for at l e a s t a short distance within the boundaries 

present ly recommended. 

This section of the t r a i l a l l f a l l s within the 

boundaries recommended t o achieve the purposes of the Memorial 

within the exis t ing 125-acre area l i m i t a t i o n . Therefore, no 

further def in i t ion of the lands necessary for i t s acquis i t ion 

w i l l be undertaken in t h i s r epor t . 
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2nd priority. If the visitor is to be given an opportunity 

to experience travel on any extensive portion of the Lewis and Clark 

trail, it is the opinion of the writer that the desired effect 

cannot be achieved by the acquisition of any lesser section than 

that stretch from Fort Clatsop westward to the main Skipanon River. 

As has already been explained, there would appear to be no point 

to attempting to reconstruct the trail in the farming and 

residential area which lies beyond the main Skipanon Pdver. 

Therefore, it is suggested that the section of the trail shown in 

red on Map 3 arml lying west of the recommended Memorial boundaries, 

be considered for addition to the monument after provision has 

been made for the acquisition of the more urgently needed lands 

in the immediate vicinity of the fort as recommended in the 

boundary status report presently being prepared. 

3rd priority. It has been proposed to add to the 

authorised Memorial a small section of the "original" hemlock 

forest on the ridge about .6 mile west of the fort site. The 

thought behind this proposal Is to permit visitors to see a 

section of the forest as it must have appeared when traversed by 

Lewis and Clark. Eovrever, the present writer believes that the 

acquisition of such a small tract would not permit the achieve

ment of the desired objective and would present many practical 

administrative difficulties. Some of the objections which can he 

raised to such an acquisition are as follows: 
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a. The nearest suitable stand of hemlock which could be 

used for interpretive-purposes is approximately .6 mile west of 

the fort site and separated from it by a tract of cut-over land 

which at the present time is not particularly attractive in 

appearance. Further logging which would surely be conducted on 

the private land surrounding the sample tract, would further 

serve to detract from the impression intended to be created. 

b. Access to this tract, if the site of the old trail 

were followed, would necessarily have to be along the present 

logging road running from Fort Clatsop to the Clatsop Plains. 

Since this road is a dedicated county road and since it is the 

principal means of access for logging trucks to the extensive 

forest still remaining on the ridge, there would be a constant 

conflict of use between interpretive and logging interests. As 

long as the bulk of the property along this road over to the 

Clatsop Plains remains privately owned, there would be little 

chance of inducing the county to vacate the section of the road 

between the monument proper and the sample hemlock forest. 

c. Although the hemlock forest at the present time is 

quite impressive when compared with the second-growth timber of 

the immediate vicinity of the fort, it can be anticipated that as 

years pass and as the fort area becomes reforested, the contrast 

between the two types of forest will become less conspicuous. In 

perhaps fifty years the dense forest which will surround the fort 

site will probably satisfy the visitor's desire to see an example 
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of the type of forest encountered by Lewis and Clark; therefore, 

there would be less incentive to visit the hemlock stand. 

d. As mentioned in the above narrative, there are some 

indications that the hemlock forest on the ridge back of the fort 

has been subject to at least selective cutting and, therefore, 

may not represent virgin forest. 

Boundaries considered necessary to preserve a significant portion 

of the Lewis and Clark trail 

After an examination of the terrain and a study of the 

landownerships in the Fort Clatsop vicinity, it appears that the 

minimum area required to properly preserve the section of the 

Lewis and Clark trail lying between the recommended monument 

boundary and the main branch of the Skipanon Fiver, is that shown 

on Maps 3 and k of the present report. 

These boundaries are necessary to achieve the following 

objectives: 

1. To make certain that the area traversed by the 

trail will be preserved in its natural state and that the visitor 

traveling it will receive the impression of passing through an 

undisturbed wilderness. For this reason there must be ample land 

on each side of the trail to shut out the view of logged-over 

lands which now lie, and which will lie in the future, along the 

trail route. 

2. To acquire sufficient lands on both sides of the 

present legging road (an established county road) to close it off 
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t o access by logging t rucks . I f the usefulness of the road for 

logging purposes can be removed, there i s a good chance t ha t the 

county can be persuaded t o vacate the road. Unless t h i s road i s 

vacated, there i s very l i t t l e p o s s i b i l i t y tha t a sa t i s fac tory 

pioneer experience can be achieved by the v i s i t o r attempting t o 

t r a v e l the old Levis and Clark rou te . 

Most of the suggested boundary l i n e s for the proposed 

t r a i l addit ion to the Memorial run along es tabl ished property 

l i n e s or upon such eas i ly iden t i f i ab le l i n e s as donation land 

claim boundaries, township l i n e s , and sect ion l i n e s . The 

easternmost boundary has been es tabl ished along a road r i g h t -

of-way which i s only a short distance west of the main Skipanon 

Fiver . I t wi l l be necessary to obtain the small l o t s along the 

east' side of t h i s road i n order t ha t the pr imit ive appearance of 

t h i s stream, so important to the i n t e rp re t i ve program, may be 

preserved. 

The area within the proposed boundaries i s approximately 

575 acres . All of t h i s land, except for 12 small t r a c t s , i s 

owned by the Crown Zellerback Corporation. The t r a c t s not owned 

by Crown Zellerback t o t a l about 100.6^ ac res . Two of. these 

t r a c t s , with a t o t a l area of about 15.02 acres , are owned by 

Clatsop County; and i t r i g h t be expected tha t they could be 

obtained by donation. The remaining 10 t r a c t s are owned by 

different indiv iduals . 
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Mo attempt has heen made in the present study to 

estimate the probable-cost of acquiring the lands within the 

suggested boundaries. Since most of this land contains standing 

timber of commercial value, it would be pointless to estimate its 

value until the value of the timber has been determined. Also, 

there appears to be no way to estimate how much of the land might 

be expected to be received through donation. 

Conclusions and recommendations 

1. In considering which sections of the Lewis and Clark 

trail might be desirable for addition for the Fort Clatsop 

Memorial Project, first priority should be given to acquiring 

that section of the trail which is situated within the recommended 

boundaries for the Fort Clatsop Memorial Project as outlined in 

the boundary status report now under preparation. This section 

of the trail is urgently required for interpretive purposes. 

2. Mo further consideration should be given to the 

proposal to acquire a small tract of hemlock forest west of the 

Memorial proper. If it is considered desirable to request the 

Crown Zellerback Corporation to donate land for the Memorial 

Project, it is suggested that the company's attention be first 

directed to the tracts of Crown Zellerback land within the 

recommended monument boundary lines, particularly to the tract 

lying along the west honk of the Lewis and Clark Fiver which 

contains the old Lewis and Clark landing site. 
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3. After adequate legislative provision has been made 

for ̂permitting the acquisition of all the lands within the 

recommended boundaries of the Fort Clatsop Memorial Project, 

consideration should be given to the possibility of adding to the 

Memorial a section of the Lewis and Clark trail to the vest of 

the recommended boundaries. The area to be considered for such 

an addition should not be less than that shown on Maps 3 and 4 of 

the present report. 
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Photo 1 . Typical vegetation on cut-over area along 
logging road for .6 mile vest of fo r t s i t e . 

Photo 2. Logging road at .6 mile west of for t s i t e . 
Outward Lewis and Clark t r a i l evident ly continued up 
ridge in rear center and then cut through hemlocks 
in far d is tance . Return t r a i l rejoined outward t r a i l 
a t about t h i s po in t . 



Photo 3» View from logging road southeast over logged 
area to the hemlock forest, from a point about .6 mile 
west of fort site. 

Photo k. Logging road enters hemlock forest about 
•7 mile west of fort site. 



Photo 5« Stump, apparently hemlock, along logging 
road, about 1.2 miles west of for t s i t e . 

Photo 6. Stimro (dia . 5 f t . ) on north side pf logging 
road, about 1.2 mile west of for t s i t e . 



Photo 7» Typical forest along logging road. Large 
tree in center is a spruce (dia. 3,-^')« 

Photo 8. Typical forest along logging road. Large 
hemlock, in center has a dia. of 3' ~^' • 



Clark'c Map Shoving Location of Fort Clatsop, and Trail to the Indian Village 
(From Thvaites, Original Journals, III, {2&2.-2Q^J) 


