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Abstract

UNESCO's Nan and the Biosphere Program <MAB> was established in
1971 to proiote the integrated use of the natural and social
sciences in developing and sustaining harmonious relationships
between human activities and the environment at the local,
regional, and global levels. It provides an increasingly
important framework for intergovernmental and institutional
cooperation in addressing interrelated environmental, land use,
and socioeconomic problems. MAB's best known proiect is the
international network of biosphere reserves, which includes 269
sites in 70 countries. Each site is intended as a permanent
hub for baseline monitoring and comparative research in represen
tative ecosystems, and for developing the knowledge, skills, and
attitudes needed for their conservation and rational use, and the
mitigation of environmental problems. The paper reviews the
characteristics of biosphere reserves, progress in developing
their multiple roles, and examples of the concept. in practice;
and the case for strengthening use of biosphere, reserves as

bellwethers of environmental contamination and research to
determine reliable indicators for characterizing and forecasting

environmental health.
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