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Dear Dr. Roskowski:

I have enclosed copies of the questionnaire responses from U.S.
biosphere reserves (USBR). Most respondents have preferred to
respond in writing, rather than by phone. The demands of the
summer field season appear to be delaying responses--only about a
third of the biosphere reserves have responded so far. For the
most part, those responding are the designated points of contact
for the EuroMAB biosphere reserve directory. They are probably the
best informed individuals in their units on biosphere reserve
matters.

Several points seem evident from the first set of responses:

o BRs are often considered a recognition of site significance,
rather than a framework for cooperation.

o Only a few sites have a separate BR program, but most feel that
their programs are contributing to BR objectives.

o Many areas consider BR status in their planning. Several BRs
cited the value of BR status in communicating the significance of
the site and in strengthening the justification for research. The
Big Thicket National Preserve has developed a Statement for
Management that establishes specific objectives for its BR program.

o More recent BR (e.g., Mammoth Cave Area, Big Thicket) and BR with
a history of BR-related cooperation (e.g., Coram/Glacier) tend to
emphasize balancing of the conservation, development, and logistic
roles identified in UNESCO's 1984 Action Plan more than other
sites.

o Most respondents reported benefits from BR status, including
public recognition, more support and use of the BR for research,
improved assessment of development and management practices, better
regional coordination, and project funding thru MAB and other
sources. A few respondents did not provide information; however,
none reported no benefits from BR status.
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