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INTRODUCTION

The primary purpose of this project was to provide a basic
reference on the history of science activities and the current available
information base at the Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP)
Biosphere Reserve. It was designed to (1) assist in the evaluation of
the Great Smokies’ science program by the National Park Service and
outside authorities, (2) serve as a review document for planning future
science program development, and (3) serve as a current source of
general information for resource managers, planners, and scientists
concerned with the Reserve’s ecosystems and the influence of human
activities upon them. To the extent possible, an attempt was made to
provide a prototype Man and the Biosphere (MAB) document for presenting
information relevant to science program formulation and evaluation in
International Biosphere Reserves.

The project was initiated in October, 1980 under the direction of
John D. McCrone, Executive Officer of the Southern Appalachian
Research/Resource Management éoéperative (SARRMC) and Dean of the School
of Arts and Sciences at Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, North
Carolina. With the advice and assistance of the SARRMC Executive
Committee (appendix), a 33-member SARRMC Technical Advisory Committee
for the project was formed (appendix), with Fred C. Huber of Western
Carolina University appointed as Research Associate. During the
following months, Huber and McCrone visited or contacted 93 individuals

and agencies (appendix) to gather information relevant to the history of
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