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Executive Summary  
 
 

The Mammoth Cave National Park ethnographic overview and assessment project involved 
conducting research to identify, document, and assess traditionally associated communities and 
ethnographic resources in and near the park. The study produced baseline data on stakeholders and 
traditionally associated groups, the nature of their ongoing relationships with the park, the park 
resources with which they are connected, and their traditional uses of and associations with these 
resources. The research identified groups who have both traditional and contemporary ties to the 
park and identified resource uses and concerns that may affect the National Park Service’s 
management responsibilities for natural and cultural resources located within park boundaries.  

Phase I of the project involved archival research focused on inventorying and assessing 
existing records and documents, oral histories, and previous research projects on ethnographic 
resources in the project area and the stakeholders and the traditionally associated groups connected 
to them. The research provides a professional evaluation and assessment of these materials to 
identify data gaps relative to National Park Service information needs, some of which were 
addressed in Phase II of the project through original ethnographic research with selected 
traditionally associated communities and resources. 

Phase II of the project involved ethnographic data collection on contemporary uses of ethno-
graphic resources. Data collection focused on qualitative, culturally contextualized assessments of 
relationships between ethnographic resources in the project area and the stakeholders and 
traditionally associated groups who use them. The goal was to generate original data to supplement 
and enrich the existing relevant literature compiled through archival research completed in Phase 
I. Project personnel conducted ethnographic fieldwork, primarily relying on interviews supple-
mented by other methods, to gather relevant information about stakeholders and traditionally 
associated groups that were identified during archival research. 

Faculty, personnel, and students in the Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology and the 
Kentucky Folklife Program at Western Kentucky University (WKU) conducted the ethnographic 
overview and assessment. The principal investigators were Dr. Kate Hudepohl (Associate 
Professor of Anthropology) and Mr. Brent Björkman, M.A. (Clinical Assistant Professor of Folk 
Studies, Director of the Kentucky Museum, Director of the Kentucky Folklife Program). Other 
members of the research team were Dr. Darlene Applegate (Professor of Anthropology, Head of 
the Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology), Dr. Erika Brady (Professor of Folk Studies), 
Ms. Virginia Siegel, M.A. (former Folklore Specialist at the Kentucky Folklife Program), Dr. 
Ashley Stinnett (Assistant Professor of Anthropology), and Dr. Michael Ann Williams (Emeritus 
Professor of Folk Studies, University Distinguished Professor). Student research assistants were 
Bethany Bryant, B.A., Katharine Knight, B.A., Amanda Tinch, B.A., Sydney Varajon, M.A., and 
A. Kay Westhues, M.A. A number of other supervised graduate and undergraduate students 
contributed to the research project.  

The project study area for the ethnographic overview and assessment includes the park and 
neighboring areas in Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, Hart, and Warren counties. Twelve contiguous 
7.5-minute topographic quadrangle maps or “quads,” which together encompass the park’s 52,830 
acres and the bordering area, spatially delineate the project area. The project area extends from 
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Shrewbury in the northwest corner, to Frenchman’s Knob near Bonnieville in the northeast, to 
northern Glasgow in the southeast, to Girkin in the southwest. Topographically, the southern portion 
of the project area is within the Kentucky karst zone; sinkholes, caves, springs, and other karst 
features are especially prevalent south of Green River. Dissected, rugged ridges and valleys with 
cliff lines, rockshelters, and some caves characterize the area north of Green River. Culturally, the 
project area is located in the Pennyrile cultural landscape and the Upland South cultural tradition.  

This report presents the results of a comprehensive literature review and analysis constituting 
the first phase of the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park. In 
addition to completing research at ten major archives and repositories, the research team attended 
public events sponsored by the park and associated communities, conducted initial ethnographic 
investigations with knowledgeable members of associated communities, and completed initial 
field surveys and reconnaissance of ethnographic resources. The results presented in the report focus 
on five themes: a synthesis of existing historic and ethnographic information about the project 
area, an evaluation and assessment of archives, a synthesis of stakeholders and resource users, a 
synthesis of land uses and ethnographic resources, and a synthesis of traditionally associated 
peoples and significant resources.  

The report also presents the results of the comprehensive data collection on contemporary uses 
constituting the second phase of the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave 
National Park. In addition to conducting 81 interviews with 97 community members (some inter-
views involved more than one participant and three participants were interviewed twice), the 
research team interacted informally with three community members who, for health or cultural 
reasons, did not want to be formally interviewed but wanted to contribute to the project. In addition 
to interviews, project personnel attended public events sponsored by the park and associated 
communities (participant observation); undertook informal, spontaneous tours with community 
members (participatory mapping); and investigated specific cultural sites (participant observation/ 
ethnographic mapping). The results presented in the report focus on four areas: summaries of 
interviews with stakeholders, summaries of interviews and resource use by traditionally associated 
communities, a list of other sources of data, and identification of themes arising from original 
ethnographic data.  

In addition, the report presents descriptions of diachronic trends in the relationships between 
Mammoth Cave National Park and traditionally associated communities and, if applicable, other 
stakeholders. The patterns are based on both Phase I and Phase II research. First is a description 
of the nature and significance of each community, its longevity of association with the park, and 
how its uses of park resources may have changed over time. Second is information about changes 
and trends in demographic characteristics of park associated communities for the period 1797-
2015, which corresponds with the time period of Historic period occupation of the Mammoth Cave 
area. 

The report concludes with recommendations, starting with suggestions for additional work 
based on original ethnographic research conducted during the project. Recommendations for 
National Register of Historic Places Nominations follows. The report provides recommendations 
for dissemination of archival research and for original ethnographic research. 
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Synthesis of Existing Historic and Ethnographic Information 

Humans have lived on park lands and surrounding areas for almost 12,000 years. Evidence of 
this long span of human occupations includes archeological sites, extant structures and other 
material culture, oral histories, ongoing traditions, and a wide range of historical documents. Some 
aspects of the regional heritage are tangible and others are intangible. 

The nature of prehistoric occupations in the park is evidenced by archeological evidence; there 
have been no systematic inventories or studies of affiliated tribes’ or other contemporary native 
peoples’ oral histories about prehistoric occupations or resources. About 22% of the 1,008 
archeological sites and 29% of the 1,192 components in the park are prehistoric Native American 
resources. The sites occur primarily in rockshelters, with smaller percentages of upland, cave, and 
bottomland sites. Most of the sites have been documented on the basis of surface surveys, and 
archeological excavations have been conducted at only 12% of the pre-historic sites. As a result, 
specific time periods of occupation currently cannot be determined for 52% of the sites. Dated 
sites span the Paleoindian to Late Prehistoric time periods, with Woodland period sites being most 
abundant and no Protohistoric archeological sites documented (Prentice 1993). There are no 
known shell midden sites in the park or other portions of the upper Green River upstream 
(Applegate 2007, 2009, 2014; Prentice 1993). The park consults with seven Federally Affiliated 
Tribes about archeological sites and related issues: Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Cherokee 
Nation, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians, Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Shawnee Tribe, and Chickasaw Nation. 

Of the 1,008 documented archeological sites with 1,192 components in the park, 78% and 
71%, respectively, date to the Historic period and document the lifeways of Euro-American and 
African American inhabitants. The existence of most of these sites is known from historic maps. 
Historic sites are predominantly farmsteads but also include cemeteries, schools, churches, 
moonshine stills, fire towers, Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camps, quarries, pumphouses, 
residences, maintenance buildings, wall constructions, a hotel, a pine tar kiln, and a dump. There 
is evidence of continued use of caves and rockshelters during the Historic period. Because of the 
widespread demolition of infrastructure during the era of park creation, however, nearly all of the 
historic sites lack standing structures. Excluding compliance work and research in Mammoth 
Cave, archeologists have not excavated or assessed the National Register eligibility of any of the 
786 historic sites in the park, and only a few dozen have been assigned MACA or trinomial site 
numbers (Prentice 1993). Cultural resources such as vessels, docks, and dams below water in 
Green River or recently exposed after removal of Lock and Dam 6 in 2017 have not been 
inventoried or assessed.  

From the outset of historic settlement in the area, Mammoth Cave was a focus of interest. The 
circumstances of its discovery by early Euro-American settlers remain unclear, however. In 1797 
brothers Charles (b. 1750-1759, d. 1852), John (d. 1837), and Francis (b. 1765) Houchin settled 
south of Green River, and one of them or Charles’ son John Decatur “Johnny Dick” Houchin 
(1788-1873) often is credited with rediscovering Mammoth Cave (Houchens 2001, National Park 
Service 2015a). A popular story is that a Houchin found the historic entrance while pursuing a bear 
in 1798, 1802, or 1809 (Olson 2017), though by 1809 the cave had already been mined for saltpeter 
for years.  
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In 1798 Valentine Simons/Simmons filed a deed in the Warren County courthouse for a parcel 
of land on the south bank of Green River containing two saltpeter caves, the first written reference 
to what are now known as Mammoth and Dixon caves. Small-scale saltpeter production for local 
consumption began in the caves at this time, growing into a productive industry over the next 
decade and a national asset during the War of 1812. Cave ownership changed frequently over this 
time (National Park Service 2015a).  

In 1816 Hyman Gratz opened Mammoth Cave as a tourist attraction, with Archibald Miller 
serving as the first guide. The first Mammoth Cave Hotel was created near the Historic Entrance. 
In 1838 local attorney Franklin Gorin purchased the cave, bringing Stephen Bishop and other 
enslaved persons to work in the hotel and guide cave tours. The following year Gorin sold the 
Mammoth Cave Estate, including Stephen Bishop and other enslaved individuals, to Louisville 
physician Dr. John Croghan, who made several improvements over the next decade before dying 
of consumption in 1849. Croghan’s will stipulated that his estate be held in trust for his nine nieces 
and nephews until the last heir died, which occurred in 1926. Tourism to the cave on his estate 
continued over this time (National Park Service 2015a). 

Outside the Mammoth Cave Estate, over 500 families of German, Scotch-Irish, English, Dutch, 
and Welsh ancestry settled on farmsteads north and south of Green River before 1930. Several of 
the settlements grew into small farming communities, such as Elko, Cade, and Union City. 
Schools, churches, and cemeteries were established at Good Springs, Joppa, Temple Hill, and 
elsewhere. General stores supplied communities, and some landowners developed private show 
caves to gain a share of the tourism market (National Park Service 2015a). 

Interest in establishing a national park in the Mammoth Cave area began in the early 20th century. 
Efforts by numerous individuals, politicians, and organizations between 1900-1926 culminated in 
passage of a bill authorizing Mammoth Cave National Park. Over the next 15 years, private land was 
acquired, often involuntarily, and workers attached to four CCC camps dismantled structures on 
condemned park lands and constructed new park infrastructure. Mammoth Cave National Park was 
officially established in 1941 and formally dedicated in 1946 (National Park Service 2015a). 

Since the park’s creation, a wealth of archival research and ethnographic fieldwork has been 
completed in the Mammoth Cave region. Western Kentucky University faculty, students, and 
alumni have been responsible for creating much of the existing data about traditionally associated 
people and ethnographic resources. Among the first to conduct ethnographic research in the park 
region was Dr. Gordon Wilson, longtime head of the WKU English Department. He completed 
extensive research on folk speech and folkways in the Mammoth Cave area. Dr. Lynwood Montell, 
a now-retired Folk Studies faculty member, and his students conducted research across the region 
on several topics, such as vernacular architecture, folk medicine, basketry, and the asphalt industry. 
Other folk studies faculty and students have completed a National Register report and studied 
church congregations, cemeteries and grave decorating, ranger lore, quilting, shape-note singing, 
and CCC workers. Dr. Darlene Applegate, a member of the current research team, has documented 
data about archeological resources in and outside the park over the last two decades. 
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Evaluation and Assessment of Archives 

Phase I archival research focused on online internet resources, as well as materials curated at 
nine major repositories in the state: Edmonson County Public Library in Brownsville, Filson 
Historical Society in Louisville, Hart County Historical Society and Hart County Museum in 
Munfordville, Kentucky Heritage Council in Frankfort, Kentucky Historical Society in Frankfort, 
Mammoth Cave National Park Archives, South Central Kentucky Cultural Center in Glasgow, 
WKU Special Collections (formerly the WKU Kentucky Library), and WKU Manuscripts and 
Folklife Archives.  

Vertical files at the archives are one of the most important resources about the park and sur-
rounding area. Materials include architectural survey and National Register nomination forms; 
brochures, pamphlets, booklets, unbound and bound manuscripts, fliers or handbills, newsletters, 
newspaper clippings, magazines and other periodicals, and individual articles from these types of 
publications; reports by local business groups and government agencies; National Park Service 
reports; census, marriage, birth, and death records; church and school records; genealogical charts 
and other family records; maps; postcards, letters, and yearbooks; and Civil War records. Some 
materials are originals, and some are photocopies. 

Books are another major archival resource about the park and surrounding area. Amateur and 
professional authors have written books and poetry about the people, places, practices, history, and 
heritage of the project area, including titles specifically about the park. Especially relevant 
examples are Gordon Wilson’s Folkways of the Mammoth Cave Region, Norman Warnell’s 
Mammoth Cave-Forgotten Stories of Its Peoples, Kenneth H. Lee’s trilogy about the Mammoth 
Cave area, Charles E. Whittle, Sr.’s Edmonson County Flashlights in Folklore, and Charles E. 
Whittle, Jr.’s The Baker Iron Furnace and Wildcat Certificates of Edmonson County History- 
Stories. Sources written by or including the viewpoints of local community members and 
organizations are particularly important for revealing emic (insiders’) values about cultural resources 
and land uses and for providing emic perspectives on significant peoples and places in the project 
area. 

A third major archival resource for the current research project is interviews and related materials 
like transcriptions and field notes. Most interviews are curated in the Manuscripts and Folklife 
Archives department at WKU, with some available through the Kentucky Historical Society and 
Kentucky Oral History Commission. Interviews cover church congregations, CCC workers, the 
asphalt industry, county history, and other topics.  

Other resources are available at the archives. Several have exhibits of artifacts, antiques, 
reproductions, photographs, and/or arts and crafts. Some repositories have searchable electronic 
databases of their holdings, finding aids, and other guides for researchers. A few archives have 
geo-referenced databases about specific ethnographic resources. Archive staff members are 
knowledgeable about the archives’ holdings, as well as local history and places, local historians, 
and potential informants. 

Archival research generated hundreds of pages of notes about traditionally associated peoples 
and ethnographic resources in the project area. The archival resources reveal important insights 
about past and present land use practices, as well as community perceptions of appropriate and 
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desirable land/resource uses and development, including ways that local communities have 
attempted and are attempting to adjust to the park’s creation and its positive and negative economic 
impacts. 

While the research team’s review of literature at the identified repositories has been extensive, 
it is not exhaustive. The two main types of resources that were not reviewed in detail are 
genealogical records and material culture collections/exhibits. If future researchers are interested 
in particular families with affiliations to the park and surrounding area, they should review in detail 
the genealogical records. In addition, there is a great deal of potential for additional research online 
on the Web.  

Further, there are repositories outside the state where researchers can find more archival 
resources about the park. These include the Janin Family Collection in the Huntington Library of 
San Marino, California; the Blair-Janin Family Papers in the Historical Society of Washington, 
D.C.; and the National Archives in College Park, Maryland. The two former repositories hold 
portions of the collected papers of the owners of the Mammoth Cave Estate, and the latter holds 
records from the National Park Service that date to the creation of Mammoth Cave National Park. 

Synthesis of Stakeholders and Resource Users 

 Archival research and key informant interviews resulted in the identification of 453 
communities and individuals who have interests in Mammoth Cave National Park and/or who use 
resources in the park and surrounding project area. Stakeholders and resource users do not meet 
National Park Service criteria (1998, 2015a) for designation as traditionally associated peoples, 
who are described later. However, identifying stakeholders and resource users in and around the 
park is important for several reasons.  

Fundamentally, identifying the groups with relationships to the park and surrounding project 
area was a necessary first step to determining which of them are potential traditionally associated 
peoples. Second, the roles that members of traditionally associated groups have in other 
stakeholder or resource use groups affect their experiences in the traditionally associated group(s) 
to which they belong and the ways they use resources in the park and surrounding area. Further, 
traditionally associated groups often interact and engage with members of other stakeholder groups 
to which they do not belong. Fourth, it is relevant to compile an annotated list of the park 
stakeholders because the ways they use park resources can and do impact the ways traditionally 
associated groups use park resources. Fifth, today’s stakeholders potentially are tomorrow’s new 
associated peoples. Finally, the synthesis of stakeholders and resource users provides park 
administrators with comprehensive information about who and how park and nearby resources are 
used for planning and management purposes. 

The 453 communities and individuals identified as stakeholders and resource users for 
Mammoth Cave National Park are grouped into 18 types based on the nature of their relationships 
with the park and vicinity, summarized below in alphabetical order. 

Agricultural groups and farmers include organizations and individuals whose profession or 
avocation focuses on the production of plant crops and/or animals for consumption, cultural 
landscapes, and other human uses. For example, agricultural groups include Kentucky Farm 
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Bureau offices in the county seats of the five counties in the project area. None of the 50 
agriculture-based stakeholders is considered a traditionally associated group for the park. 

Artisans, craftspeople, and art/craft guilds include individuals and organizations whose pro-
fession or avocation focuses on the creation of original functional or decorative works in the 
tradition of local practices and/or the reproduction or recreation of historic items. There is a long 
history of traditional artistry and craftsmanship motivated by personal need and commercial 
endeavors in and around the park, and this is tradition continues today with several artisan 
stakeholder groups. The white oak basket making community, in particular, is well known publicly 
and academically and has been well documented by researchers. Archival research and key 
informant interviews resulted in the identification of nine art-related stakeholder groups for the 
park. 

Owners, directors, and other key personnel at local businesses and business organizations with 
direct or indirect connections to the park and its vicinity are another type of stakeholder group. 
This includes personnel at businesses serving park visitors or park divisions and staff, such as food 
suppliers, as well as personnel and organizations that benefit from the existence and operation of 
the park. Personnel at hotels and motels, restaurants, retail and souvenir shops, gas and service 
stations, and chambers of commerce in local towns and cities are examples of business-focused 
stakeholders. Nine business-related stakeholders were identified through Phase I research. 

Church congregations and religious organizations in the study area include several Christian 
denominations such as Methodist and Presbyterian but are predominantly Baptist. No conger-
gations of Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, or other faiths were identified during Phase I research. There 
are at least 101 church congregations in the current project area, any number of which are potential 
stakeholders for the park. Those most likely to be stakeholders and have ongoing relationships or 
interest in park resources are those Baptist congregations with members who themselves or their 
relatives formerly worshipped at churches in the park. These include the congregations associated 
with Union Light Missionary Baptist Church, Beaver Dam Church, Cedar Grove Church, Kyrock 
Church, and Vincent Church in Edmonson County. 

Civic organizations are non-profit groups whose members engage in service activities aimed 
at improving communities. A total of 33 such stakeholders with connections to the park and project 
area were identified through Phase I research. One of the oldest continually active civic 
organizations in the project area is the Munfordville Women’s Club, established in 1908. Other 
civic organizations are local chapters of national and international organizations such as Rotary 
International, Lions Club International, Boy Scouts of America, and Girl Scouts of the United 
States of America. 

Conservation and preservation groups undertake activities to protect natural and cultural 
resources and to insure their survival in as close to original condition as feasible for as long as 
possible into the future. For instance, a number of cultural preservation groups in the project area 
outside the park are focused on places, events, and people associated with the Civil War, such as 
the Battle for the Bridge Historic Preserve in Munfordville. Thirteen conservation and preservation 
groups who are potential stakeholders were identified through Phase I research. The Mammoth 
Cave Restoration Group, in particular, is a good example of a stakeholder group that is an 
“emerging” traditionally associated group. It meets all Park Service criteria for traditionally 
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associated peoples except length of existence, which the group will meet within the next decade if 
it continues its partnership with the park.  

Individuals and families whose ancestors historically resided in the project area (but outside 
the park) for at least two generations comprise the descendants and descendant families category 
of stakeholders and resource users. The majority are of Euro-American ancestry, with German, 
Scotch-Irish, and English ethnicities predominating. Most African American families are 
descended from individuals enslaved in this region, such as those who founded the communities 
of Sunnyside and Freeport in northeast Warren County. While Native Americans have the deepest 
historical ties to the project area, spanning thousands of years, their more recent occupations in the 
project area are less known. The descendants and descendant families stakeholder group is divided 
into these three racial-ethnic groups. 

Current and former employees of the park comprise another type of stakeholders. Their length 
of service ranges from several years to several decades. Employees can provide diverse 
perspectives about the park based on their roles, experiences, and interpersonal relationships in the 
agency and, in many instances, as members of other stakeholder groups. A total of 46 current and 
former park employees who are potential informants were identified through Phase I research. 

Gateway communities are municipalities bordering the park along major access roads. There 
are three such communities for Mammoth Cave National Park: Park City, Cave City, and Browns-
ville. Because of their long-term and close relationships with the park, they are classified as 
traditionally associated communities rather than stakeholders. Included in this stakeholder group, 
then, are six incorporated municipalities in the project area that do not directly border the park but 
are connected historically, culturally, and economically to the park and to cave country more 
broadly. These “secondary” gateway communities are Glasgow in Barren County; Horse Cave, 
Munfordville, and Bonnieville in Hart County; and Oakland and Smiths Grove in Warren County. 

Another type of stakeholder is genealogical and historical societies, or non-profit organizations 
of avocational, amateur, and/or professional members who research, collect, document, preserve, 
and disseminate various forms of verbal and documentary information about family lineages and 
local history. There are seven genealogical and historical societies with potential connections to 
the park. They do not meet Park Service criteria for designation as traditionally associated groups. 

Government agencies are administrative units of municipal, state, or federal governments that 
are responsible for implementation, oversight, and/or regulation of specific tasks, functions, 
policies, or legislative acts. Some work in close association with government departments, while 
others operate independently. Three government agency stakeholders for the park were identified 
during Phase I research, including an agency that had a truly transformative impact – the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. Government agencies do not meet Park Service criteria for designation as 
traditionally associated groups. 

Natural history societies and interest groups are non-profit organizations of avocational, 
amateur, and/or professional members who research, collect, document, preserve, and disseminate 
information about nature, natural resources, and natural sciences. Some groups have broad 
missions that encompass diverse biological and geological resources and landscapes. Other groups 
target specific resources, such as those in the project area focused on caves. Twelve natural history 
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societies and interest groups were identified as stakeholders and resource users in the project area, 
including 11 cave-related groups and one plant-related organization. 

An important type of stakeholder is neighborhood communities, or are small, unincorporated 
settlements or populated places with distinctive cultural characteristics and histories. A 
neighborhood encompasses a specific spatial location or geographic area, as well as a set of socio-
cultural networks connecting the people residing and/or working in that location. Most of the 
neighborhood communities in the project area are rural communities settled in the 19th century, 
such as Sunfish, Chalybeate, and Rowletts. Many are located on or near transportation routes. 
Some have neighborhood associations, which are formal or informal groups of residents or 
property owners who advocate for the neighborhood and/or organize activities within the 
neighborhood. A total of 130 neighborhoods previously or currently exist in the project area, 12 
of which were located within park boundaries. 

Recreationists and sportsmen are individuals and groups who seek enjoyment, entertainment, 
relaxation, and personal growth pursuing non-work-related activities, especially those in the 
outdoors. Hikers, runners, climbers, campers, boaters, fishermen, hunters, skiers, equestrians, and 
zipliners are examples of recreationists and sportsmen. Some recreationists and sportsmen 
advocate for the preservation of public spaces, such as the national park, in their natural states for 
recreation and sporting pursuits. Because recreationists and sportsmen do not meet Park Service 
criteria for designation as traditionally associated groups, the three groups documented in Phase I 
are included as stakeholders. 

School groups and associations are organizations that plan and sponsor school-related events 
like class reunions, facilitate social connections among members, conduct fundraising campaigns 
and otherwise provide financial support, promote the values and character of the school, and 
recognize past accomplishments and support future developments and welfare of the primary, 
secondary, or post-secondary school. They are comprised primarily of former students and 
graduates (alumni) but may also include current and former teachers, administrators, and/or staff. 
One such stakeholder in the project area is Kyrock Elementary School Friends.  

Tourism and visitor bureaus are organizations that actively promote a town, city, region, or 
destination through information dissemination, branding, marketing, and other services in order to 
increase the number of travelers, make visitors’ experiences more rewarding and productive, and 
enhance local or regional economic development. In the project area, most of these stakeholders, 
such as the Cave City Convention and Visitors Bureau, are independent, non-profit organizations 
that collaborate actively with community partners such as the park and lodging, dining, attractions, 
events, and recreation providers. Their target audience includes tourists, business travelers, visitors, 
and other members of the traveling public. Because tourism and visitor bureaus do not meet Park 
Service criteria for designation as traditionally associated groups, the eight organizations docu-
mented in Phase I are included as stakeholders. 

Owners, operators, and employees at tourist attractions constitute another stakeholder group. 
Tourists and other travelers, as well as members of local communities, visit tourist attractions for 
education, recreation, leisure, amusement, and adventure purposes. Most tourist attractions in the 
project area are operated as for-profit enterprises, such as Diamond Caverns in Park City, though 
non-profit organizations operate some tourist attractions outside the park. Ten such stakeholders 
were identified through archival research. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 19 

Finally, current and former volunteers of the park are individuals who donate their time and 
expertise to promote the mission, goals, and programs of the park. Their length of service ranges 
from several years to several decades. Nine groups and individuals who volunteer at the park were 
identified as stakeholders through Phase I research. 

Synthesis of Land Uses and Resources of Cultural Significance 

 Archival research resulted in the identification of 1,010 cultural resources related to Mammoth 
Cave National Park and the park vicinity. These resources of potential cultural significance are 
grouped by primary function into 20 types of land uses, summarized below in alphabetical order.  

Though most documented ethnographic resources are reflective of a single land use or function, 
some have multiple functions and are associated with several land use types. In some cases this 
multi-functionality is inherent. Farmsteads, for example, chiefly have an agricultural function but 
also are the loci of residence, industries, craft production, mortuary activities, and other activities. 
For other multifunctional resources, the functions changed over time or in association with different 
human groups, such as a former privately-owned farmstead (agricultural land use) now used for 
public hiking trails (recreation land use) 

One of the most important and ubiquitous land uses in the project area is agriculture, the raising 
of domesticated plants (farming) and animals (stockbreeding, herding) for human use. Agricultural 
land use is associated with farms, farmsteads, family and regional traditions, planting and harvesting 
knowledge, agricultural terminology, farming narratives, and other cultural resources. Most of the 
resources in the project area date to the Historic period – there were hundreds of historic farmsteads 
in and around the area that became the park – but there are some from the prehistoric period 
associated with the storage, preparation, and consumption of native plant cultivars. Eleven cultural 
resources related to agriculture were identified through archival research, none of which is listed. 

A land use type with deep roots in the project area is arts and crafts. It encompasses places, 
exhibits, workshops, raw material sources, artistic expressions, language, and other cultural 
resources associated with the production of hand-made functional, decorative, and expressive 
objects, images, and sounds. Examples include a basket making tour in Munfordville and a weekly 
bluegrass music jam session in Horse Cave. The 23 art-related resources also include prehistoric 
petroglyphs (engraved or pecked rock art) and pictographs (painted rock art) in the project area, 
several of which are listed in the National Register.  

Business and commerce constitute another land use type in the project area. Business-related 
cultural resources are hotels and inns such as the first Mammoth Cave hotel, taverns and ordinaries 
such as Bell’s Tavern in Park City, general merchandise and other stores, banks, and warehouses. 
Businesses related to industries, medicine, milling, mining, recreation and sports, tourism, and 
transportation are considered separately. Commerce-related terminology, business narratives, and 
workplace traditions are examples of intangible cultural resources. A total of 89 business-focused 
cultural resources were identified in the project area. Almost 70 are listed in the National Register, 
and several others are designated with historic markers. 

Community events at the park refer to public events on park property but organized and 
sponsored by community groups rather than park divisions. Homecomings for families dis-
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possessed by park creation are an example of community events at the park. Community events 
with mortuary functions, such as grave decorating events at cemeteries and graveyards, are 
included in that land use.  

Education – the formal and informal instruction, teaching, or training of students of all ages, 
especially youth, in general knowledge, reasoning, and/or particular knowledge or skills – is a 
fundamental land use in the project area. The primary physical manifestation of education on the 
landscape is the school or schoolhouse, a building or institution where educational instruction is 
provided. Other education-related cultural resources include curriculum materials, school fur-
nishings, school supplies, class photographs, alma mater songs, school traditions, and school 
narratives. Historically there were at least 18 schools on park lands and 101 in the vicinity outside 
the park, as well as several private institutions and post-secondary institutions. A total of 131 
education-related cultural resources was inventoried. 

Foods and foodways, while related to agriculture, represent a distinct land use in the project 
area. Foodways considers the varied, intricate, and complex connections and intersections between 
food and culture. Local and regional foodways practices, customs, traditions, and vocabulary 
reflect and express important cultural information, such as heritage, ethnicity, and identity. The 
Foodways of Munfordville cell phone tour, for example, features stories about hunting, fishing, 
preparing foods, and restaurants.  

Government land use refers to activities and places under the jurisdiction of municipal, state, 
or federal governments and serving government-related functions, as well as the intangible culture 
associated with those activities and places. Seven were identified. Those in the park include the 
Maintenance Area District, Residential Area District, Superintendent’s House, and Maple Springs 
Ranger Station, all listed in the National Register; the Mammoth Cave Fire Tower, identified by 
local communities as a significant resource; and archeological sites associated with former Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) camps. Courthouses are other government-related cultural resources. 
The Hart County Courthouse in Munfordville, constructed in 1928 after the previous courthouse 
burned, is listed in the National Register. Local informants identified the Edmonson County 
Courthouse in Brownsville as an important resource in the county. 

Industries refer to businesses and sectors of the economy focused on raw material and natural 
resources acquisition and processing, as well as manufacturing and production of goods. Seven 
were identified. In the project area, the former includes timbering, quarrying, and oil and natural 
gas extraction. The latter are stone tool production at prehistoric sites and, at historic sites, 
gunpowder manufacturing and iron smelting. Milling and mining are covered separately. Tangible 
resources like iron furnaces and intangible resources such as smelting vocabulary and lumberjack 
narratives provide evidence of industries in the project area. Significant industrial resources 
include a stone tool manufacturing workshop at Mill Hole Farm, the Mammoth Cave floating 
gunpowder mill, and Nolin (Baker) Iron Furnace.  

The medicine and medical land use type encompasses cultural resources associated with the 
maintenance of good health and the prevention and treatment of illness. Ten such resources were 
identified. Hospitals and doctors’ offices are examples of structures associated with medical 
functions. Tools, implements, and materials used in treating patients are other tangible evidence of 
past medical practices. Cultural perceptions of health and illness, expressive aspects of health-related 
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behavior, medical terminology and linguistic structures, and folk medicine practices, especially 
cultural knowledge about medicinal plants, are intangible evidence of medical traditions in the 
project area. While the majority of medical cultural resources relate to the historic time period, such 
as Dr. John Croghan’s tuberculosis hospital in Mammoth Cave and the mineral spring resorts at 
Chalybeate Springs and Chameleon Springs, a prehistoric example is the reported ingestion of 
minerals mined from Salts, Mammoth, and other caves in order to purge intestinal parasites. 

Military cultural resources are those that pertain to soldiers, veterans, and the armed forces 
(army, navy, air force, and marines). Thirty-two were identified. Examples of tangible military 
resources reflective of armed conflict are battlefields, sites of raids, encampments, forts, garrisons, 
entrenchments and other fortifications, batteries, headquarters and command centers, recruitment 
and training facilities, burial grounds, supply depots, transportation routes, and munitions. Other 
tangible resources function to document, preserve, or commemorate military events, traditions, 
and heritage, such as monuments, exhibits, diaries, letters and other correspondence, enlistment 
and discharge papers, pension applications, recruitment posters, photographs, uniforms, and 
personal gear. Vocabulary and linguistic structures, as well as stories, songs, and poems about 
soldiers, events, and the armed forces, are examples of intangible military resources. Several dozen 
military resources are located in the project area, all of which are associated with the Civil War 
and about half of which are listed in the National Register. 

Milling is a type of industry focused on the manufacturing and production of goods. Milling is 
a term that can be used to describe several types of industries – such as gunpowder, rope or twine, 
textiles, paper, lumber, woodwork, and steel production – but in this project milling refers to the 
industrialized grinding of grains like corn, wheat, barley, and oats into a variety of products for 
human or animal consumption. The structures or facilities where agricultural milling occurs often 
are referred to as grist mills to distinguish them from mills with non-agricultural functions. Seven 
resources were identified in archival sources. Mill Hole Farm, with a milling operation in a 
sinkhole, is listed in the National Register, and Gorin, Highbaugh, and Prices are other examples 
of historic mills in the project area. 

Mining is another type of industry, but one focused on raw material and natural resources 
acquisition and processing. In the project area, mining industries are gypsum, saltpeter, rock 
asphalt, coal, and limestone mining and quarrying; some researchers also include oil and natural 
gas extraction. Ethnographic resources related to mining date to both the prehistoric and historic 
time periods but mostly the latter. Salts Cave in the park is a Register-listed site of prehistoric 
gypsum mineral mining, and the historic saltpeter works in Mammoth Cave also are listed. A total 
of 36 mining-related resources were documented in Phase I. 

Regarding mortuary land use, cemeteries and graveyards are burial grounds used by Native 
American, Euro-American, and African American communities in the project area. A total of 270 
mortuary resources were identified. There are over one dozen Native burial sites and 86 historic 
cemeteries and graveyards in the park, three of the latter being listed in the National Register, and 
over 170 historic cemeteries and graveyards in the project area outside the park, two of which are 
listed. Other tangible evidence of mortuary land use includes burial containers like coffins and 
caskets, grave markers and statuary, memorial markers, cultural vegetation, grave decorations, 
house decorations, newspaper obituaries, funeral home records, death certificates, postmortem 
photographs and posthumous portraits, mourning clothing and jewelry, mourning tokens and 
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stationary, memorial needlework, and grave goods. Examples of intangible evidence of mortuary 
land use are customs and traditions associated with death vigils, preparing and viewing the 
deceased, and creating and maintaining graves; funeral songs and recitations, epitaphs, cause of 
death terminology, and death poems and prose; and mortuary symbols and iconography. 

Museums and interpretive centers are institutions that serve multiple functions, including 
public education, research, and preservation and conservation of heritage, traditions, and material 
culture. Seven were identified. Within the park, exhibits at the Visitor Center and wayside exhibits 
along two public surface trails describe the natural and cultural history of the park and region. 
Examples elsewhere in the project area are the American Cave Museum in Horse Cave and the 
South Central Kentucky Cultural Center in Glasgow, and the former Museum of Pioneer Life in 
Brownsville.  

Natural resources and landscapes are appreciated for their aesthetic, cultural, and/or scientific 
values and their “undisturbed” character, though such places can be and often are impacted and 
shaped by humans. Some served as important landmarks and territorial markers for Native 
Americans, pioneers, and other groups. Types of natural resources and landscapes in the project 
area are caves, rockshelters, rivers, river crossings, animal trails or traces, knobs, hills, and 
hollows. Those identified by local informants as significant include Green River, Buffalo Crossing 
in Munfordville, and Dismal Rock north of Brownsville. A total of 41 were documented. 

Recreation refers to activities done for enjoyment or relaxation to refresh one’s mind or body 
when one is not working. Sports are a particular type of recreation and refer to activities involving 
skill and adherence to a set of prescribed rules, and typically physical exertion and competition 
between or among individuals or teams. Types of recreation and sports in the project area are 
spelunking or caving, hiking, running, rock climbing, geocaching, camping, boating, fishing, 
hunting, bird watching, skiing, horseback riding, and zip lining. Each type of recreation is 
associated with specific places, material culture, vocabularies, rules or guidelines, customs, and 
traditions. Five recreation-related resources were recorded through archival research.  

Regarding land uses related to religion, the most common cultural resource in the project area is 
churches. A total of 113 such resources were identified. There are/were over one hundred churches 
in the project area, and the three extant churches in the park and six outside the park are listed in the 
National Register. Other potential religion-related structures are chapels, meeting houses, 
synagogues, mosques, and monasteries. Other cultural resources related to religion are shrines, 
sanctuaries, holy or sacred sites, religious texts, relics, beliefs, teachings, revivals, reunions, other 
gatherings, rituals, ceremonies, hymns, religious music, imagery, symbols, and narratives. 

Homes, homeplaces, and homesteads relate to residential land use. Like agriculture, these 
represent one of the most important and ubiquitous land uses in the project area. A total of 133 
residential resources were recorded. The Register-listed Salts Cave served as a residential locale 
for Native American groups during the prehistoric time period. Also in the park, seven buildings 
in the Residential Area and the Superintendent’s House are residence-related resources listed in 
the National Register. A number of historic houses outside the park are listed, and others are 
evaluated as eligible for listing or are identified by local informants as significant resources.  
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Tourism refers to the commercial organization, operation, and visitation of places of interest 
by the traveling public for leisure, enjoyment, or education. Generally speaking, tourism-related 
resources focus on the places visited by tourists, the activities in which they engage at those places, 
the businesses and organizations that provide for the needs of tourists, such as hotels and 
restaurants, and the tourist experience. Thirty-six such resources were identified. Mammoth Cave 
is one of many current and former show caves in the project area. A corridor of tourist attractions 
and tourist service businesses developed along the major north-south thoroughfares in the project 
area and has expanded along Highway 70 between Cave City and Mammoth Cave National Park. 
There are a number of organized history, culture, and heritage tours in the project area, as well as 
heritage and history festivals, recreations, reenactments, and related events. 

 Transportation refers to the act of moving or carrying people and/or goods, or the means or 
mode of conveying people and/or goods, from one location to another. Fifty transportation-related 
resources were identified. In the project area, Green River and its tributaries supported a critical 
transportation network during prehistoric and historic time periods, and ferries, landings, locks-
dams, and vessels like the sternwheeler Chaperone are resources associated with this function. 
Overland transportation was equally important in the project area, and the Buffalo Trace, L&N 
Turnpike, and Mammoth Cave Parkway were significant resources. The third part of the 
transportation triad in the project area during the Historic period was railroads, such as the L&N 
Railroad and the Mammoth Cave Railroad; an engine and a car from the latter are listed in the 
National Register and displayed and interpreted at the park. 

Synthesis of Traditionally Associated Peoples and Significant Resources 

Of the hundreds of Mammoth Cave National Park stakeholders and resource users identified 
through archival research and key informant interviews, 16 meet National Park Service criteria for 
identification as traditionally associated groups. One is a traditional art guild, three are church 
congregations, one is a civic organization, three are descendant groups, one is legacy and veteran 
employees, three are gateway communities, and four are natural history societies and interest 
groups. This section describes the groups and identifies ethnographic resources that likely are 
significant to each. When available, contact information for potential informants for each group is 
provided. 

Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is a local guild of artists who seek to preserve and promote 
traditional basket making in the south-central Kentucky region. Though founded in 2001, the 
group’s relationship with the park began prior to the park’s establishment, growing out of the 
century-old local tradition of making and selling/trading baskets to tourists and others. Key 
members have practiced their craft for decades and family traditions related to raw materials, 
basket designs, and weaving techniques have persisted among members for two or more 
generations. Ethnographic resources in the park that likely are significant to the group include oak 
trees and other natural resources used in basket making, as well as baskets, basket-making material 
culture, and photographs held in park collections. 

Established in 1827, the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church congregation is the oldest of the seven 
that existed on lands that became the park. It largely served families residing on Flint Ridge, 
including Coats/Coates, Collins, Cutliff, Davis, Denison/Dennison, Doyel/Doyle, Edwards, Estes/ 
Esters, Holton, Hunt, Johnson, Lee, and McDaniel. Members of the congregation continue to 
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occasionally use its extant 1927 church building on Flint Ridge – the primary ethnographic 
resource of importance to the group – for gatherings such as weddings, funerals and burials, and 
grave decoration days.  

Established in 1842, the Good Spring Baptist Church congregation served the Cade, Maple 
Springs, and Buffalo communities north of Green River. Congregants have included members of 
the Barbee, Blair, Constant, Davis, Demunbrun/Demonbron, Dossey, Meredith/Merideth, Min-
yard, Pace, Ritter, Sanders, Skaggs, Smith, Strange, and Vincent families. The congregation 
regularly held services in its ca. 1900 church until the 1950s-1960s, and it holds an annual 
homecoming there each spring, making it an important ethnographic resource for the group. 

The Joppa Baptist Church congregation was established in 1862 to serve the Elko/Joppa 
community on Joppa Ridge. Over 80 families have been or are members of the congregation, which 
continued to hold monthly services in its ca. 1900 church through the early 1960s. As the focal point 
of periodic meetings and an annual homecoming each fall, the church building is a significant 
resource for the congregation.  

Founded in 1924, the Mammoth Cave National Park Association is a civic organization 
originally established to advocate for the creation of a national park centered on Mammoth Cave 
and to promote support for the park among the public, especially those in the local area. Sen. 
Marvel Mills Logan of Brownsville, a key player in the park creation movement, served as the first 
president of the association. The group has remained active in the Mammoth Cave area, working 
now as a non-profit to insure the park will continue to be a public resource in the future. Archival 
research suggests that the natural and cultural features of the park that make it unique are 
ethnographic resources of significance to the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. 

Native Americans are one of three descendant groups who are traditionally affiliated with the 
park. They have the deepest historical ties to the project area, spanning thousands of years. 
Unfortunately, archival research failed to produce information about specific Native American 
families residing in the park at the time of its development. However, seven federally recognized 
tribes represent the interests of Native American descendant groups with the park, including 
resources such as archeological sites where their ancestors lived, created art, and were interred, as 
well as human remains, funerary items, ritual objects, and other items of cultural patrimony held 
in park collections. 

Euro-American descendants associated with the park are those whose families resided on park 
lands at the time of or prior to creation of the park. Some of these families are among the earliest 
to settle in the area in the late 18th century (e.g., Houchin, Doyle/Doyel, Coats) and early 19th 
century (e.g., Blair, Sanders, Davis). Over 500 families with more than 170 surnames are 
potentially included in this group. Old homestead sites, farmstead cultural landscapes, and places 
where families worked, worshipped, and engaged in other important activities likely are significant 
ethnographic resources for this traditionally associated group. 

African American descendants associated with the park include families related to individuals 
enslaved in the region. In Mammoth Cave and the immediate area, African Americans settlement 
paralleled that of Euro-Americans temporally and spatially. Their lives and livelihoods were linked 
closely to Mammoth and other caves in terms of the saltpeter and tourism industries prior to park 
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creation, and some worked in hospitality or maintenance for the Park Service after park creation. 
At the time of park creation, a cluster of African American families – including Bransford, Smith, 
and Hunter – was located in the Three Springs vicinity on western-southwestern Flint Ridge. Here 
they farmed, operated businesses, and attended school. Consequently, archeological and cultural 
resources related to the Flint Ridge community likely are significant to the African American 
descendant group. 

Legacy employees are current and former employees of Mammoth Cave National Park with 
relatives who also worked there spanning at least two generations. Veteran employees are those 
park employees who worked there for at least 40 years. Places and resources in the park can be 
highly significant to these employees and closely tied to their sense of professional purpose, like 
a particular tour route to an interpretive ranger, a remnant stand of chestnut trees to a park 
ecologist, or a standing structure to a park historian. 

Established in 1827 as Three Forks, the gateway community of Park City in Barren County 
affords access to the park from the south. Also known as Bell’s Station and Glasgow Junction, 
Park City historically played a key role in supporting travel to Mammoth Cave and other show 
caves from major highway and rail transportation routes. Despite the almost two-century 
association with park lands, Park City did not experience the same level of economic and tourism 
development as did the other gateway community in Barren County, Cave City. 

Cave City, a gateway community established in 1853 and incorporated in 1866, provides 
access to the park from the east. Rather than developing organically, Cave City was a planned 
resort town intended to serve Mammoth Cave visitors. In the early 20th century, some residents of 
Cave City advocated for and contributed to creation of Mammoth Cave National Park. Business 
owners, in particular, recognized the potential financial benefits that would accompany formation 
of a national park so close to Cave City. 

Formerly known as Point Pleasant and incorporated in 1828, the gateway community of 
Brownsville in Edmonson County provides access to the park from the west. Historically, Browns-
ville was tied to other communities through river travel on the Green. Brownsville developed over 
the course of the 19th century based on mining, iron smelting, timbering, cross-tie making, and 
other industries. Several Brownsville natives, such as Sen. M. M. Logan, were vocal and influential 
advocates for creation of the national park. Other Brownsville residents actively opposed park 
creation. Brownsville has not profited economically from park creation to the same extent as Cave 
City, especially since construction of I-65 in the 1960s drew even more travelers to the area east 
of the park. 

Mushroom hunters or collectors are a plant-focused natural history community that is 
traditionally associated with Mammoth Cave National Park. Of the edible plants that may be 
collected in the park, mushrooms hold a special place among associated communities. Mushroom 
hunters often maintain secrecy about prime collecting locations, which they typically revisit year-
after-year and pass-down through the family across generations. Mushroom collectors engage in 
the activity individually, in informal groups like Mammoth Mushroom Hunters, and in more 
formal groups such as the Cumberland Mycological Society. It is likely that individuals’ prime 
hunting locations and the mushrooms themselves are important ethnographic resources to mushroom 
collectors. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 26 

Another natural history interest group, the Cave Research Foundation was incorporated in 1957 
by a group of professional and avocational speleologists working in the Mammoth Cave area to 
promote collaborations with the National Park Service and others on rigorous, multidisciplinary 
scientific cave and karst research in and around the park. Now a national organization, the group 
also promotes exploration and documentation, conservation and protection, and interpretation of 
cave and karst resources in and around the park. Among major contributions, the Cave Research 
Foundation was integral to connecting Mammoth to other cave systems in the area. There are a large 
number of caves and other natural and cultural resources in the park that likely are significant to the 
group. 

The Central Kentucky Karst Coalition was initially incorporated in 1976 by “renegade cavers” 
who split from the Cave Research Foundation. The group focuses its exploration and research 
efforts on Toohey Ridge and the Roppel Cave System, significant ethnographic resources for the 
group. The coalition played a major role in connecting the Mammoth-Flint Ridge and Roppel Cave 
systems. 

Finally, the Mammoth Cave Group is one of six active local groups of the Cumberland 
Chapter (n.k.a., Kentucky Chapter) of the Sierra Club. It focuses on issues of environmental 
exploration, preservation, protection, restoration, education, and enjoyment in the southern-
western Kentucky area. Impacts to natural resources in Mammoth Cave National Park, and the 
families and communities that use them, are of concern to the Mammoth Cave Group.  

 Evaluation and Assessment of Original Ethnographic Data 

 Phase II ethnographic research focused on interviews with stakeholders, resource users, and 
traditionally associated groups. Stakeholders and resource users do not meet National Park Service 
criteria (1998, 2015a) for designation as traditionally associated peoples. However, interviewing 
and interacting with stakeholders and resource users in and around the park is important for several 
reasons. 

Fundamentally, interviewing the groups with relationships to the park and surrounding project 
area was a necessary to clarify which of them are potential traditionally associated peoples. 
Second, the roles that members of traditionally associated groups have in other stakeholder or 
resource use groups affect their experiences in the traditionally associated group(s) to which they 
belong and the ways they use resources in the park and surrounding area. Further, traditionally 
associated groups often interact and engage with members of other stakeholder groups to which 
they do not belong. Fourth, it is relevant to compile an annotated list of the park stakeholders 
because the ways they use park resources can and do impact the ways traditionally associated 
groups use park resources. Fifth, today’s stakeholders potentially are tomorrow’s new associated 
peoples. Finally, the synthesis of stakeholders and resource users provides park administrators with 
comprehensive information about who and how park and nearby resources are used for planning 
and management purposes. 

For Phase II of the project the research team focused on breadth rather than depth. In other 
words, we conducted ethnographic research with as many groups as possible utilizing a small but 
sufficient sample of key informants for each group, rather than working with a large number of 
subjects representing only a few groups. The primary rationale for this choice was the large number 
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of groups with traditional and contemporary connections to the park and vicinity, as well as the 
wide and diverse range of relationships that these groups have with the park. Breadth allowed 
collection of data from more of the many stakeholder and resource user groups to gain a better 
sense of which ones constitute traditionally associated groups and to ascertain the diverse attitudes, 
interests, and utilization goals that different peoples have for the park’s resources.  

That said, the temporal and financial parameters of the ethnographic overview and assessment 
project meant that there were insufficient resources to conduct original ethnographic research with 
all of the groups identified through archival investigations in Phase I. Instead, sampling and 
prioritization were necessary. Groups and individuals who were subjects of previous ethnographic 
and oral history projects were lower priority than groups and individuals whose knowledge, 
experiences, and opinions are more poorly documented. In addition, some individuals contacted 
declined the offer to participate in the project. Exclusion from consideration in Phase II research 
in no way means that those communities do not have important, relevant viewpoints. 

Groups representing 13 of the 18 types of stakeholder and resource user types listed above 
were formally interviewed during Phase II research. However, most participants are members of 
multiple communities and therefore knowledgeable of different land uses and ethnographic 
resources in the project area. For purposes of report-writing, project participants were only listed 
in one type, though their affiliation with other types was often noted in interview summaries and 
discussions of resource use because it provides important context to information shared during 
interviews. Interviews were conducted with stakeholders, resource users, and traditionally 
associated groups representing the following types:  

•  artisans, craftspeople, and art/craft guilds  
•  businesses and business organizations  
•  civic organizations  
•  conservation and preservation groups  
•  descendants and descendant families  
•  employees (current and former)  
•  gateway communities  
•  genealogical and historical societies  
•  natural history societies and interest groups  
•  neighborhoods  
•  recreationists and sportsmen  
•  tourism and visitor bureaus  
•  tourist attraction owners and employees  

The research team worked with 36 total groups for original Phase II research, 13 traditionally 
associated groups and 23 stakeholder groups. The traditionally associated groups included 
members of pre-park church congregations, Mammoth Cave National Park Association, Mammoth 
Cave Group, African American descendant, Euro-American descendants, legacy and veteran 
employees, Brownsville residents, Cave City residents and employees, Park City residents, Horse 
Cave resident, Munfordville resident, Cave Research Foundation, and mushroom hunters or 
collectors. The stakeholders and resource user groups included Jammin’ on the Porch, Kentucky 
Repertory Theatre, Leo’s Crafts, Peridot Pictures, Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Camp-
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ground, Forever Resorts, Magaline’s Antique Mall, Porky Pig Diner, Serenity Hill Bed and Break-
fast, Taquería Hidalgo, Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park, Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP), current and former employees, Edmonson County Historical Society, 
Chalybeate residents, Sunfish residents, Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen, Cave Country 
Trails, Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission, Munfordville Tourism Commission, Dia-
mond Caverns, Lost River Cave, and Park Mammoth Resort.  

Recommendations 

This final report presents four recommendations based on interviews and other interactions 
with communities in Phase II research. The recommendations are based on evaluating feedback 
from community members. Community perceptions were given consideration without assessing 
the validity or accuracy of their comments. For instance, a number of community members 
expressed frustration and anger that the National Park Service is deliberately making it more 
difficult to access cemeteries on park property. Regardless of the accuracy of the perception, it 
exists as a point of tension in the community that the park may want to consider when undertaking 
planning. The recommendations, summarized below, are discussed more fully in Chapter 6 with a 
list of specific actions based on the recommendations.   

First, continue building community partnerships that benefit the cultural, economic, and 
environmental well-being of park lands and the surrounding areas (with organizations such as the 
Cave Research Foundation, local tourism bureaus, and the Cave Country Trails).  

Second, (continue to) engage descendants and descendant families of pre-park residents 
through community forums and events such as “Roots in the Cave.” Consider how to expand such 
interactions as a way to recognize and honor their connection to park lands and to acknowledge 
the loss (economic and emotional) created by forced displacement. For instance, create heritage 
hikes, guided or unguided, that educate visitors about historic communities in the park (cultural 
environment) and the natural environment of the park.  

Third, work to maintain the remaining cultural resources on park lands, such as cemeteries and 
churches. Many project participants commented on the perceived neglect of cemeteries and 
churches and the difficulty of accessing and using these resources. Many project participants 
expressed continuing anger and sense of loss related to demolition of specific resources such as, 
on the community level, the historic Mammoth Cave Hotel and, on the individual level, family 
homesteads. 

And finally, give (more) weight to maintaining and expanding community access to resources, 
including cultural resources, when making planning decisions. This recommendation is multi-
faceted and includes free access to park lands, transportation (to and through the park), and the 
ability to visit specific cultural resources. Many participants talked about their appreciation of free, 
in both senses of the word, access to surface-level park lands. Several talked about their 
disappointment about the decreasing number of cave tours and the fact that cave tours are no longer 
free for locals. 

In addition to original ethnographic fieldwork, another focus of the ethnographic overview and 
assessment project is identification of places or landscapes within or surrounding Mammoth Cave 
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National Park that may be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, paying 
particular attention to traditional cultural properties that are potentially eligible for listing and 
Lally’s (1991) National Register report on historic resources in the park.  

The following recommendations of potentially eligible resources are based on Phase I archival 
research, Phase II original ethnographic research, key informant interviews, and field recon-
naissance. In and near the park, several cultural resources are potentially eligible for listing in the 
Register under Criterion A, meaning they are associated with events that have made significant 
contributions to broad patterns of history: Kentucky Cave Wars multiple-property listing including 
Sand Cave and Floyd Collins ethnographic resources, Diamond Caverns, and rock asphalt mining 
industry multiple-property listing. Dismal Rock is a potentially eligible traditional cultural 
property. An ethnographic resources potentially eligible under Criterion B, or associated with the 
lives of persons significant in our collective past, is the Logan Farmstead near Brownsville. Nolin 
(Baker) Iron Furnace is a cultural resource potentially eligible under Criterion C, meaning it 
embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or architecture. 
The Jesse Crump Farmstead is potentially eligible for listing under Criterion D, meaning it has the 
potential to provide information important in history or prehistory. There likely are other historic 
farmsteads that would qualify for listing under Criterion D. Archeological and other evidence of 
the African American communities on Flint Ridge in the park and in Sunnyside in Warren County 
are potentially eligible under Criterion D. 

Regarding dissemination, the archival research conducted for the ethnographic overview and 
assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park is the first of its kind – a substantial and compre-
hensive review, evaluation, and synthesis of literature about the peoples traditionally associated 
with or otherwise connected to the park and the important ethnographic resources used by those 
peoples. The report contains information that will be of great interest, value, and use to many 
groups besides the National Park Service and Mammoth Cave National Park, especially the 
traditionally associated and affiliated communities covered in the report. Accordingly, the research 
team recommends that the Park Service make the report or selected archival content available to 
other researchers and the public upon conclusion of the project. 

As with the review of literature, the original ethnographic information collected during Phase 
II for the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park contributes to 
an existing database of other original ethnographic research conducted in the area, as synthesized 
during Phase I research. The final report contains information that will be relevant, valuable, and 
useful not only to traditionally associated and affiliated communities but also to the stakeholder 
and resource user groups covered in the report. Accordingly, the research team recommends that 
the Park Service transcribe all interviews and make the audio recordings and transcriptions of 
interviews and content from the report available to other researchers and the public after the 
conclusion of the project. 
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Chapter 1 
Introduction 

 
 

The ethnographic overview and assessment project involved conducting research to identify, 
document, and assess traditionally associated communities and ethnographic resources within and 
near Mammoth Cave National Park in south-central Kentucky. The research provides baseline data 
on stakeholders and resource users, traditionally associated groups, the park resources with which 
they are associated, and their traditional uses of and associations with these resources.  

Traditionally associated peoples, as defined by the National Park Service (2015a), are 
“social/cultural entities such as tribes, communities, and kinship units, as well as park neighbors, 
traditional residents, and former residents, who remain attached to a park area despite having 
relocated.” To be considered traditionally associated with the park, the group must (1) “regard park 
resources as essential to its development and continued identity as a culturally distinct people,” (2) 
have an association with the park that “has endured for at least two generations (40 years),” and 
(3) have an association that “began prior to establishment of the park” (National Park Service 
2015a).  

Traditionally associated peoples are communities and groups who are or are thought to be 
linked to park resources through tradition, and whose ways of life are known or thought to be 
traditionally linked to park resources. In contrast with stakeholders and resource users, 
traditionally associated groups utilize ethnographic resources in non-recreational ways. They 
“assign significance to places closely linked with their own sense of purpose, existence as a 
community, and development as ethnically distinctive people. These places may support 
subsistence or ceremonial activities or represent birthplaces of significant individuals or group 
origin sites” (National Park Service 1998). Traditionally associated groups have “long-term stakes 
in the integrity of park resources and the outcomes of management decisions that affect resources 
associated with them” (National Park Service 1998).  

Ethnographic resources are resources or places having cultural importance to specific groups, 
people, and communities. More specifically, an ethnographic resource is any natural or cultural 
resource, landscape, or natural feature linked by a specific community to the traditional practices, 
values, beliefs, history, and/or ethnic identity of that community (National Park Service 2015a). 
Ethnographic resources include movable and immovable tangible items, such as baskets and barns; 
intangible traditions, rituals, languages, and lifeways, such as annual homecomings and wood 
carving; and natural resources with cultural aspects or significance, such as cultural landscapes 
and geological features that served as cultural landmarks.  

In order to manage cultural and natural resources in an effective, culturally informed manner, 
the National Park Service requires the documentation and analysis of ethnographic information 
regarding people with traditional and/or historic ties to specific park areas. Among other appli-
cations, ethnographic projects identify culturally sensitive areas and/or issues in order to develop 
and implement culturally appropriate resource management strategies. Ethnographic information 
helps park managers evaluate requests for access to culturally significant cultural and natural 
resources, identify ethnographic resources that require special treatment, and assess potential 
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impacts on these resources in the face of any proposed park actions. The collection of ethno-
graphic data also helps identify places within and near parks that may meet eligibility require-
ments to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The project for Mammoth Cave 
National Park is designed to address many of these needs. 

Specifically, the purpose of this study is to provide an inventory of cultural resources in and 
around Mammoth Cave National Park based on existing records and documentation, site visits, 
and interviews with representatives of selected associated communities (e.g., long-term residents, 
neighbors/neighborhood communities, religious groups, youth, and under-represented ethnic/ 
cultural groups, including African Americans, indigenous communities, women, commemorative 
and patriotic groups) and to document the ongoing relationships between associated communities 
and those resources. The study seeks to identify groups who have both traditional and contem-
porary ties to the park and to identify resource uses and concerns that may affect the National Park 
Service's management responsibilities for natural and cultural resources located within park 
boundaries.  

The ethnographic overview and assessment also will provide a professional assessment or 
evaluation of these materials to identify data gaps relative to National Park Service information 
needs. The overview will serve as the baseline for determining the need for additional ethno-
graphic work. The National Park Service may use the resulting inventory of traditionally 
associated peoples and their historic or contemporary uses of cultural resources for planning 
purposes and resource-related management decisions. The results of the study will prepare 
managers to anticipate resource use issues that may affect the park and place them in a better 
position to understand and deal with such issues in the future. Park personnel also may use the 
report to design organizational and culturally sensitive interpretation programs and materials and 
to ensure that park planners fully consider any impacts to these resources that may result from 
proposed agency management actions. 

In short, the study will constitute a synthesis of both available information and new infor-
mation regarding cultural resources and park-associated groups. The overview will include a 
discussion of contemporary resource uses and the role these uses play in possible cultural patterns 
of the subject communities. It will also include, to the extent possible, considerations of 
archeological resource protection and specific information concerning the location of cultural 
resources within the study area or directly related to the use of the study area.  

Professional anthropologists and folklorists at Western Kentucky University completed the 
ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park in three work phases. 
Phase I, a comprehensive literature review and analysis, is the subject of this report. Phase II 
involved documenting select associated communities and ethnographic resources in and near the 
park and collecting detailed data on contemporary uses. Phase III involved preparing a final report 
synthesizing the results of the literature review and data collection. 
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Chapter 2 
Methodology 

Phase I of the ethnographic overview and assessment project focused on literature review and 
analysis. This phase of the project involved inventorying, reviewing, summarizing, and evaluating 
existing information about traditionally associated peoples, land uses, and ethnographic resources 
derived from published and unpublished archival sources, as well as conducting initial ethno-
graphic investigations with knowledgeable members of associated communities and initial field 
survey and reconnaissance of cultural and ethnographic resources. 

Phase I research was guided by the following primary objectives: 

•  identify and analyze the relationship (if any) between the prehistoric record and more 
recent historic uses of the parks’ places and resources by contemporary peoples; 

•  identify people(s) having potential or actual cultural affiliation with the land or with its 
natural and cultural resources to include activities, history, identity, way of life, and 
settlements found within or in close proximity of the park;  

•  synthesize previous ethnographic and historic descriptions and maps about the use of 
places or areas within and surrounding the park by organizations, cultural groups, 
and/or ethnic groups, as well as the cultural significance of natural resources and 
physical environmental features to those groups; 

•  describe contemporary use of resources, if known, including location, frequency of 
use, and nature of use, and integrate existing archeological information with the 
ethnographic and historic record to provide an understanding of the continuity of use, 
if possible; and 

•  compile a bibliography that supports the report document and meets management 
needs for ethnographic information on the park and its associated ethnic communities. 

Phase II of the ethnographic overview and assessment project focused on original data 
collection on contemporary uses of ethnographic resources in the park. The goal was to generate 
original data to supplement and enrich the existing relevant literature compiled through archival 
research. The team conducted ethnographic fieldwork and consultations to gather relevant 
information about stakeholders, resource users, and traditionally associated groups that were 
identified during archival research or were already known (e.g., descendants). Data collection 
focused on qualitative, culturally contextualized assessments of traditional land uses and 
relationships between associated peoples and ethnographic resources in the study area.  

The National Park Service was apprised of progress on the project through quarterly reports, 
formal meetings, and informal conversations. Quarterly reports provided detailed summaries of 
project activities including lists of scheduled and completed interviews. Project personnel met 
several times with park personnel to share information, including the “meet and greet” in October 
2015, the official “kick-off” in November 2015 (after which we were allowed to begin work on 
the project), and a later consultation in 2017 that also included the regional ethnographer. 
Numerous informal exchanges with park personnel also occurred including suggestions for 
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community members to contact for inclusion in the project and interactions during the time spent 
examining park archives. Finally, an early draft of the Phase I Report, shared with the National 
Park Service in Fall 2017, laid out the proposed structure for all three reports and was the basis of 
the Phase I and Phase II Draft Reports submitted to the National Park Service in early Fall 2020. 

In order to find a balance between flexibility in type of method used and consistency in type 
of information gathered, the team utilized a mixed methods approach anchored by semi-structured 
interviews. Semi-structured interviews allow the ethnographers to ask a standard set of questions 
and still give participants the opportunity to bring up relevant information specific to their 
experiences. Interview questions were developed on the basis of data compiled and analyzed 
during the archival research.  Supplemental methods included participant observation (e.g., state 
historic marker dedications, “Roots in the Cave” events, film screenings of Mammoth Cave: A Place 
Called Home), ethnographic mapping, participatory transect, visual documentation, and additional 
archival research. Ethnographic data was also collected through casual conversation and observation.  

Project participants were recruited through existing relationships between researchers/park 
staff and community members, direct contacts with community members, and recommendations 
from community members. Researchers conducted 81 interviews with 97 community members 
representing a range of stakeholders, resource users, and traditionally associated groups. Of those, 
17 interviews consisted of two or more community members interviewed together. Three community 
members were interviewed twice. Three community members declined to be formally interviewed 
but shared information with project members. The number of community members involved with 
the project and the number of formal interviews completed exceeded the minimum total of 20-30 
participants proposed in the Western Kentucky University Research Proposal (p. 13).  

Formal interviews were designed to collect data about the individual’s or group’s ongoing 
associations and relationships with ethnographic resources in/near Mammoth Cave National Park 
and whether the group qualified as a traditionally associated community. In particular, participants 
were interviewed with regard to the following: 

•  Participation in NPS-sponsored activities and programs at Mammoth Cave National Park 
or locations designated by park management as significant to park interpretation. 

•  Membership and activities of directly related civic organizations such as historical societies 
and museums. 

•  Membership and activities of other civic organizations that utilize park and associated resources. 

•  Land use activities and cross-institutional interactions between Mammoth Cave National 
Park and governmental offices and entities in the surrounding area. 

•  Patterns of land use – including locations, frequencies of use, and nature of use – specific 
to cultural groups, including but not limited to consideration of ethnic/racial communities, 
gender, and religious affiliation and influences. 

•  Cultural associations and beliefs about the Mammoth Cave area specific to cultural groups, 
including but not limited to consideration of ethnic/racial communities, gender, and 
religious affiliation. 
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As with the archival research, the research team used several methods to manage the 
ethnographic research and share results of the investigations. Contacts with informants/groups 
were coordinated through the use of a master electronic spreadsheet and calendar. Researchers 
uploaded notes, document scans, and other data to a secure folder on the Western Kentucky 
University (WKU) shared drive upon completion of work with each participant/group.  

The ethnographic research conformed to ethical standards as outlined by the American 
Anthropological Association (aaanet.org/profdev/ethics) and the American Folklore Society 
afsnet.org/?page=Ethics( ). Interviews and engagement with stakeholder and resource user groups 

utilized standard individual consent protocols with all interviewees. The research team submitted 
a detailed description of the project to the WKU Institutional Review Board (IRB) in the Office of 

Research Integrity (www.wku.edu/compliance) for assessment and approval. Per WKU IRB 

requirements, original signed informed consent documents, copies of signed National Park Service 

release forms, and a copy of all data gathered will be retained in a secure location on campus for 

a period of three years after the date of the completion of the project. The National Park Service 

will retain copies of WKU informed consent documents, original signed National Park Service 

release forms, and an original copy of all data gathered. At the end of three years, in consultation 

with the National Park Service, material retained by WKU will either be given to the National Park 

Service or destroyed. 

As described in the WKU project proposal addressing the scope of work for this project 
(National Park Service 2015), project personnel used the following interview procedures and 
release forms: 

1)  Interviews were carried out using a research protocol (a list of topics explored with each 
interviewee). 

2)  Formal surveys and questionnaires were not be used. 
3)  An index of topics or summary of contents was generated for each recorded interview. Select 

recorded interviews were transcribed for future use. As stated in the project proposal, 
transcription of all recorded interviews was beyond the scope of monies available for this 
project.  

4)  A National Park Service release form and a Western Kentucky University Institutional 
Review Board-approved informed consent document were used for all interviews. 

5)  Each interviewee was offered an audio copy of his/her interview. 

Both phases of the research project were performed under the authority and requirements of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (54 USC 300101 et seq., PL 96-515); the 
Historic Sites Act of 1935 (54 USC 320101-320106, PL 74-292); the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act of 1978 (42 USC 1996, PL 95-341); the Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 1990 (25 USC 3001-3013, PL 101-601); Executive Order 13007 “Indian Sacred 
Sites,” dated May 24, 1996; the Presidential Memorandum “Government to Government Relations 
with Native American Tribal Governments,” dated April 29, 1994; National Register Bulletin 38 
“Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting Traditional Cultural Properties”; the National Park 
Service’s Cultural Resources Management Guideline (NPS-28; release no. 5, 1998); the National 
Park Service’s Native American Relationships Management Policy (Federal Register, September 
22, 1987); and other relevant laws, regulations, policies, and guidelines. 

http://ethics.americananthro.org/?/profdev/ethics
https://americanfolkloresociety.org/our-work/#position-statements
https://www.wku.edu/compliance/
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This chapter is divided into eight sections. The first delineates and describes the project area. 
Sections 2.2 through 2.5 relate to Phase I of the project. Section 2.2 covers data management for 
archival research and Section 2.3 describes the process of archival research. Section 2.4 explains 
key informant interviews. Section 2.5 describes ethnographic reconnaissance and field survey 
methods. Research at park and community events, which occurred during both phases of the 
project, is covered in Section 2.6. The last two sections of this chapter related to Phase II of the 
project. Section 2.7 covers data management for original ethnographic research, and Section 2.8 
describes methods for interviews. 

2.1  Project Area Boundaries and Description 

Although the major emphasis is on the area of Mammoth Cave National Park, it was necessary 
to collect data covering areas outside the formal boundary of the park in order to provide a 
meaningful cultural context for analysis. This includes areas that are not visible from or directly 
within the park but can be shown to have a strong association with cultural resources within the 
park. Consequently, the study area for this project is not confined strictly to the current boundaries 
of Mammoth Cave National Park. Accordingly, the project study area includes the park and 
neighboring areas in Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, Hart, and Warren counties. 

The project area covers the region within the twelve 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle maps 
or “quads” that together encompass the park’s 52,830 acres (Figure 1). The quad maps are, from 
northwest to southeast: Bee Spring (1966, photoinspected 1979), Nolin Lake (1966, photorevised 
1982), Cub Run (1966), Munfordville (1966), Brownsville (1965), Rhoda (1965, photoinspected 
1979), Mammoth Cave (1997), Horse Cave (1966), Bristow (1965, photoinspected 1979), Smiths 
Grove (1966), Park City (1973), and Glasgow North (1973, photoinspected 1979). The project 
area extends from Shrewbury (Grayson County) in the northwest corner, to Frenchman’s Knob 
near Bonnieville (Hart County) in the northeast corner, to northern Glasgow (Barren County) in 
the southeast corner, to Girkin (Warren County) in the southwest corner.  

 The project area is related to or falls within the Upland South cultural tradition, an 
explanatory model for or an actual cultural entity corresponding to 18th-19th century settlement 
from the Carolinas to the Ozarks (Glassie 1969, Jordan-Bychkov 2003, Kniffen 1965, Kniffen and 
Glassie 1966, Newton 1974, Otto 1985, Otto and Anderson 1982, Owsley 1949). The Upland 
South cultural tradition is generally described as a historically self-sufficient agricultural system 
with farming and stockbreeding, emphasis on log and frame housing, and household-organized 
farms that used slave and hired labor. It also is associated with a distinctive mortuary complex 
called the Upland South folk cemetery (Jeane 1978, 1987, 1989; Jordan 1982). More specifically, 
characteristics of the Upland South tradition include  

a diffuse settlement pattern of scattered farmsteads and rural neighborhoods, 
‘which allowed fewer persons to claim more territory;’ commonly practiced tech-
niques of horizontal log construction which permitted rapid assembly of houses, 
churches, and courthouses; an easily replicated economic, religious, and political 
infrastructure of crossroad hamlets, independent churches, and courthouses; and a  
‘generalized stockman-farmer-hunter economy’ with a productive and adaptable 
‘food-and-feed complex’ and an ‘extreme adaptability with regard to their com-
mercial crop’ (Otto 1985:186). 
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Figure 1. Twelve 1:24,000 Topographic Quadrangle Maps Delineating the Project Area Boundaries for the Mammoth Cave 
National Park Ethnographic Overview and Assessment. 

Similarly, McBride and McBride (2008:1040) outlined the following traits of the 18th-
19th century Upland South cultural tradition: 

diversified and somewhat self-reliant agricultural system, with an emphasis on 
corn and pork, supplemented with smaller amounts of cotton, tobacco or hemp, 
and generalized livestock for those who could finance such operations; a tech-
nology heavily dependent on wood; an architecture dominated by log and frame 
[central passage] houses and transverse crib barns; a social structure dominated by 
household-organized farms but influenced by slavery and a desire of most farmers 
to own slaves (though the incidence of slave ownership is lower than in the Lower 
South); a high valuation of land as a social asset; an attenuation of towns and low 
percentages of professionals or craftsmen relative to northern areas; and an emphasis 

Dripping Springs Escarpment 
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on counties as a major unit of local government, with resulting importance of the 
county seat town, which often was laid out around a court house square.  

 
 The typical Upland South folk cemetery is a simple, non-sanctified, family or communal 
graveyard located outside of church grounds, typically in the corners of farmsteads or adjacent to 
farmsteads on small plots donated by local landowners. It is primarily a Euro-American tradition, 
drawing cultural influences from the British Isles and continental Europe, mixed to a limited extent 
with African and potentially Native American traditions. Spatial layout, grave orientation, and 
marker inscriptions reflect Anglo-Christian beliefs. Development of this mortuary tradition is 
associated, in part, with westward expansion of dispersed rural farming families and communities 
(Jeane 1978, 1987, 1989; Jordan 1982). Decoration Day commemorations are commonly assoc-
iated with Upland South folk cemeteries (Heege 1998, Jabbour and Jabbour 2010). 

The earliest Upland South folk cemeteries typically are situated on hilltops, have scraped 
ground and mounded graves that are oriented with heads to the west and feet to the east, have 
wives placed to the left of their husbands, have creative grave decorations that reflect “making do” 
with readily available materials, and reflect cults of piety such as organized public upkeep to honor 
the deceased. During the transitional phase between the mid-18th and mid-to-late-20th centuries, 
Upland South folk cemeteries are characterized by a shift from scraped ground to grass-covered 
plots, fewer mounded graves, increased use of grave markers, decreased incidence of personal 
items on adult graves, and a shift from rows of graves to square or rectangular family areas 
delineated by plants, walls, or grave decorations. During the modern phase, Upland South folk 
cemeteries shift to “a rural version” of a perpetual care cemetery, in that grave markers are 
predominantly commercially produced forms of similar style and dimensions, grounds are fully 
grass covered, and maintenance responsibilities are assumed by organizations outside descendant 
families (Jeane 1978, 1987, 1989; Jordan 1982). 

Within the larger Upland South cultural tradition, the current project area is in Kentucky’s 
Pennyrile cultural landscape. Cultural landscapes provide a means to organize various sets of 
historic properties within geographic areas on the basis of regional environmental and/or cultural 
factors. Each cultural landscape in Kentucky reflects a region’s mineral and soil resources, in-
habitants, historical settlement, and economic development. Like other cultural landscapes, the 
distinctive buildings, towns, and landscapes of the Pennyrile reflect its unique heritage (Pollack 
2008a).  

Though there is much variability across time and space in the Pennyrile cultural landscape, an 
agricultural base centered on tobacco; grains, especially corn, wheat, and sorghum; cotton; and 
livestock is historically characteristic. From its earliest settlement by Euro-Americans and African 
Americans, portions of the cultural landscape with rich soils and lower relief supported large 
agricultural operations including plantations and commercial crop inspection stations, while other 
parts with more marginal productivity had small-scale subsistence farming. Tobacco production 
in the Barrens expanded substantially during the Antebellum period and remained an important 
agricultural industry throughout the 20th century throughout the Pennyrile (McBride and McBride 
2008). African American farmers in the Pennyrile were more likely than those in other parts of the 
state to become cash renters rather than share croppers in the agriculturally less productive parts 
of the cultural landscape (Martin 1988). 
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The coal mining industry developed at an industrial scale in the Pennyrile by the mid-19th 
century, its success determined in part by the establishment of railroad systems, along which many 
small hamlets were established, and coal towns. At the same time, wagon mines, or small coal 
mines owned by local citizens, were important in the Pennyrile. The iron and lumber industries 
grew during the last half of the 19th century (McBride and McBride 2008). 

Commercial manufacturing developed across the Pennyrile cultural landscape from the late 
1800s into the early 1900s, especially in select urban centers like Bowling Green. An estimated 
fifty percent of companies, however, closed during the Depression, in part due to consolidation. 
General stores, specialty stores, and other retail stores, on the other hand, increased in number by 
over thirty percent in the 1930s. Chain stores were distributed unevenly across the Pennyrile 
cultural landscape (Martin 1988, Sauer 1927). 

The Pennyrile cultural landscape includes the lower Tennessee-Cumberland area in western 
Kentucky and the Green, Tradewater, and lower Ohio river drainages. Caves and rockshelters are 
prominent features in the Pennyrile. Caves, or natural subterranean chambers and passageways 
with dark zones created through the dissolution of bedrock, are concentrated south of Green River 
and form primarily in limestone formations. Rockshelters are natural recessed areas in clifflines 
that form due to the differential erosion of bedrock lithologies. They are concentrated in the rugged 
hilly zone north of the Dripping Springs Escarpment (Figure 1), where erosion-resistant sandstone 
and conglomerate bedrock cap hilltops and ridges. 

The Pennyrile cultural landscape is divided into three sections: Western Coalfield, Pennyrile 
Plain, and Eastern Pennyrile (Pollack 2008a). The current project area lies within the former two 
sections. The portion of the project area north of the Dripping Springs Escarpment, including all 
of Mammoth Cave National Park (Figure 1), is part of the Western Coalfield section of the Penny-
rile cultural landscape. Situated in the west-central part of the Pennyrile, the Western Coalfield 
encompasses Edmonson and Grayson counties, as well as Butler, Breckinridge, Daviess, Hancock, 
Henderson, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon, McLean, Muhlenberg, Ohio, Trigg, Union, and Webster 
counties (Pollack 2008a). According to Pollack (2008a:21),  

although this area was accessible to early settlement, the rugged character of the 
land limited its agricultural potential. Most population growth in the nineteenth 
century was related to the needs of the river transportation system. Coal has been 
mined in this area since the 1870s, which has resulted in the development of several 
railroad centers and mining communities. During the twentieth century, this area 
has lost population due to a changing economy and federal recreational and flood 
protection projects. The development of Kentucky Lake, Barkley Lake, and the 
Tennessee Valley Authority's Land Between the Lakes Recreation Area [in the 
western part of the section] has resulted in the displacement of a substantial part of 
the population and the loss of many historic resources. No area of Kentucky has lost 
more of its early heritage to federal projects than this section. 

Geologically, the typical Western Coalfield landscape is high relief ridgetops and knobs 
capped with resistant sandstone and conglomerate and separated by solution valleys underlain by 
soluble limestone. The trunk stream, Green River, and its tributary drainages are meandering but 
incised, and floodplain development is minimal, resulting in limited expanses of arable land. The 
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primary vegetation cover is Western Mesophytic Forest, which is a mixture of the Mixed 
Mesophytic Forest Region to the east and the Oak-Hickory Forest Region to the west (Braun 1950, 
McKinney et al. 1991). Plant communities vary by elevation and slope aspect. 

The portion of the current project area south of the Dripping Springs Escarpment (Figure 1) is 
part of the Pennyrile Plain section of the Pennyrile cultural landscape. It encompasses Barren, Hart, 
and Warren counties, as well as Allen, Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Hardin, LaRue, Logan, 
Meade, Simpson, and Todd counties (Pollack 2008a). “This section includes the fertile agricultural 
lands of the Nashville Basin and the lower Ohio River. This area experienced settlement beginning 
in the 1790s and has been, after the Inner Bluegrass Section, the most productive agricultural area 
of Kentucky. The county seats reflect the ongoing prosperity of this section and the rural areas 
contain many Antebellum farm complexes” (Pollack 2008a:21). 

Geologically, the Pennyrile Plain is characterized by dynamic karst topography, with low-relief 
rolling hills punctuated by sinkholes and sinkhole ponds, disappearing streams, springs, blue holes, 
extensive subterranean cave systems, and collapsed cave passageways. Soil depths are highly 
variable and derived largely from the underlying limestone bedrock. Surface water is present but 
limited. Historically, much of the Pennyrile Plain section was covered with prairie grasslands that 
settlers referred to as “the Barrens” or “the Big Barrens.” The prairie supported herds of bison at the 
time of Euro-American settlement. Recent geoarcheological research by Carlson (2019) in Crumps 
Sink in Smiths Grove used sedimentation rates, plant ash, burned sediment nodules, and other soil 
characteristics to demonstrate that the grasslands are anthropogenic, having developed about 3,000-
5,600 years ago due, in large part, to Native American land clearing with fire related to silviculture 
and early plant domestication. 

2.2  Data Management for Archival Research 

The research team used several methods to manage the Phase I data and share results of the 
investigations. In order to distribute and track workload, specific tasks were organized through a 
master Phase I to-do list. Archival research was coordinated with a master electronic spreadsheet 
and calendar. Contacts with community members and informants were coordinated using an Excel 
database maintained and updated by one of the research team members. The database prevented 
duplication of efforts, ensured key community members were contacted, provided context for the 
nature of the contact, and created a documentation trail to assist with report preparation. 

There were three primary methods for information dissemination among project personnel. First, 
task updates and data synopses were regularly shared at research team meetings. Second, each team 
member had access to project-devoted thumb drives for transferring data from the field, and an 
external hard drive was purchased to back-up project information and serve as primary storage for 
digital recordings of interviews. Third, in order to enable easy access to project documents and 
facilitate sharing of newly generated material in a timely manner, project personnel established space 
in a secure, shared drive on the WKU server accessible only to the core project members. 
Researchers uploaded notes, document scans, and other data to the secure folder upon completing 
work at each archive, attending each public event, or making contacts with key informants.  

Because multiple people were working on different aspects of the project, the research team 
created a standardized protocol manual to ensure consistency in collecting data and formatting of 
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documents generated for the project. The manual contains a fieldwork checklist; a description of 
file naming protocols; templates for recording field notes, transcriptions, content summaries, 
alphabetical topics indexes, alphabetical style sheets, and contact summary forms; and informed 
consent documents. All research team members and all WKU students contributing to the project 
used the manual.  

2.3  Archival Research 

The archival research in Phase I involved identifying, reviewing, evaluating, and assessing 
relevant historic and ethnographic information on cultural resources, land uses, and traditionally 
associated groups in the project area. Data collection focused on existing books, manuscripts, 
documents, maps, interviews, and other sources that provide information on occupancy and use of 
lands in and around the park with a special emphasis on specific resource uses, if available.  

Research was conducted at local and state archives. Research team members consulted with 
park personnel to identify and prioritize an initial list of virtual and physical repositories, beginning 
at institutions known to curate relevant documents, such as the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Archives and the Special Collections Library and the Manuscripts and Folklife Archives at 
Western Kentucky University. Other archives with relevant materials are the Filson Historical 
Society in Louisville (Kentucky’s oldest privately supported historical society, founded in 1884), 
the Kentucky Heritage Council (Kentucky’s state historic preservation office), the Kentucky 
Historical Society in Frankfort, and libraries and historical societies in Edmonson, Barren, and 
Hart counties. For efficiency and thoroughness, the archival research began by searching for 
relevant information available in the digital environment; virtual searches were followed with on-
site visits to the repositories. Information gathered from these archives was used to identify 
additional repositories for investigation. 

Each team member was responsible for conducting research at one or more of the repositories. 
For each archive, team members completed a standardized archive report (Appendix A) and a 
datasheet detailing information about relevant associated communities and resources of cultural 
significance (Appendix B). In compiling data about known or potential ethnographic resources 
and associated communities documented in these repositories, researchers assessed the breadth, 
depth, and viability of the materials relative to the purpose and objectives of the project, as 
described in the Introduction (Chapter 1).  

2.4  Key Informant Interviews 

In addition to the primary focus on archive investigations, Phase I research also involved 
interviews with informants, such as current and former staff at the park and members of known 
associated communities. Key informant interviews were designed to identify archival sources, 
traditionally associated groups, potential informants in each group, traditional land uses, and 
important ethnographic resources.  

Project personnel prepared an informed consent document to compliment the standard National 
Park Service consent form. The research team applied for and secured approval for the project 
from the WKU Institutional Review Board. All project personnel and student research assistants 
successfully completed CITI (Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative) certification. The 
CITI program is a nationally recognized ethics qualifications program required as part of WKU 
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IRB protocols. Project personnel trained graduate and undergraduate students in folk studies and 
anthropology courses to assist with key informant interviews. Training included competency in 
basic ethnographic methods and project-specific orientations (both in the class-room and tours 
with communities).  

The research team used standard ethnographic methods to collect and document data in 
recorded interviews with key informants. Interviews were designed to collect data about the 
individual’s knowledge of archival resources, traditionally associated groups, land uses, and 
cultural and ethnographic resources in and near the park. Interviews were conducted using a 
research protocol or a list of topics to be explored with each interviewee. In particular, key 
informant interviews focused on the following topics: 

•  relationships to the park: the importance of the park to the informant and to others, how 
the informant and others use resources in the park 

•  research foci: topics or communities that should be investigated, locations in and near the 
park of special significance to the informant and to others 

•  known sources: previous interviews, archival materials, collectors of park history and 
traditions  

Interviews with key informants conformed to ethical standards as outlined by the American 
Anthropological Association (aaanet.org/profdev/ethics) and the American Folklore Society 
(afsnet.org/?page=Ethics). Interviews and engagement with associated people/groups utilized 
standard individual consent protocols with all interviewees. As per WKU IRB requirements, 

original signed informed consent documents, copies of signed NPS release forms, and a copy of 

all data gathered will be retained in a secure location on campus for a period of three years. Each 
interviewee was provided with copies of the consent forms and will be provided an audio copy of 
his/her interview. 

Contacts with informants were coordinated with a master electronic spreadsheet and calendar. 
An index of topics was generated for each recorded interview. Researchers uploaded the index of 
topics, fieldnotes, document scans, and other data to a secure folder on the WKU shared drive 
upon completing work with each participant. Selected Phase I recorded interviews were 
transcribed for future use. 

2.5  Ethnographic Reconnaissance and Field Survey 

Research team members and trained WKU graduate and undergraduate students conducted 
Phase I field survey and ethnographic reconnaissance to identify and assess traditionally associated 
groups, land uses, and cultural resources in and near Mammoth Cave National Park.  

Students from the local area, working under the direct supervision of research team members, 
used their existing community contacts to compile data that will be investigated in Phase II of the 
research project. They collected the following data about traditionally associated groups: name, 
location, relationship to the park, how the group was identified, names of group members who are 
potential informants, and names of other group members. The following data was collected about 
potential informants: name, address, telephone number, email address, preferred form of com-
munication, and potential nature of participation in the research project (e.g., provide interview, 

http://ethics.americananthro.org/?/profdev/ethics
https://americanfolkloresociety.org/our-work/#position-statements
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share photographs, share documents). The following data was collected about cultural resources: 
name, description, location, quad map, relationship to the park, how the resource was identified, 
and known archival references. 

Graduate students, working under the direct supervision of research team members, conducted 
fieldwork on known cultural resources in the project area. One task involved field visits to historic 
properties – such as houses, churches, barns, bridges, businesses, monuments, and cemeteries – that 
were recorded formerly during surveys by the Kentucky Heritage Council. Students determined 
whether or not the properties still existed and, if so, evaluated their current condition and status. 
Another task involved identifying, documenting, and evaluating previously unrecorded cultural 
resources and historic properties within the current project area. A third task involved assessing the 
potential for listing the cultural resources and historic properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places in preparation for recommending listings in Phase II of the research project.  

2.6  Park and Community Events 

During both phases of the study, members of the research team attended park-related public 
events at Mammoth Cave National Park and in other locations in order to learn more about the 
park, inform the public about the ethnographic overview and assessment project, identify 
traditionally associated peoples and ethnographic resources, and identify potential key informants 
for Phases I and II of the project. Researchers uploaded notes, document scans, and other data for 
each event to the secure folder on the WKU shared drive. 

On 9 October 2015, project personnel made an initial site visit to Mammoth Cave National 
Park to meet park personnel and discuss possible resources for the project. The meeting was 
tremendously fruitful in terms of identifying key community contacts, relevant communities, and 
potentially sensitive issues related to the project.  

On 20 October 2015, project personnel attended a lecture entitled “National Park and Resident 
Peoples, Unintended Consequences” by Dr. Katie Algeo and her graduate student Collins Eke on 
the WKU main campus. Algeo and Eke presented the results of their research on the impact of the 
establishment of Mammoth Cave National Park on local populations. The lecture provided 
background information on families who previously lived on lands now constituting the park. 
Their ongoing research project and resulting end-products are directly relevant to the scope of 
information being reviewed and analyzed as part of Phase I. In addition to documenting the focus 
of their research, learning more about historical populations associated with the park and where 
they moved after park creation, and meeting the researchers, project personnel also had the 
opportunity to network with community members attending the presentation.  

On 20 October 2015, project personnel attended the groundbreaking for the National Cave 
Museum at Diamond Caverns in Park City. The event provided an opportunity to investigate the 
facility at Diamond Caverns, informally meet community members, and learn about area history. 

On 13 November 2015, project personnel traveled to Mammoth Cave National Park to meet 
with park personnel and National Park Service Southeast Region Regional Ethnographer Dr. 
Antoinette Jackson. WKU project personnel provided an update of their activities, learned about 
Dr. Jackson’s research interests and activities, and gained additional ideas for relevant contacts 
and communities. Information generated from this meeting and the initial site visit on 9 October 
2015 constitutes the core of the key informant contact database for the project. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 43 

On 13-14 November 2015, project personnel attended activities associated with Roots in the 
Cave, an annual event held at the Mammoth Cave Hotel. The events included a lecture about 
distinct lineages of the Davis family, a tour of Great Onyx Cave, lunch at the Cave Research 
Foundation facility in Hamilton Valley, and a tour through the Slemmons-Davis Cemetery. The 
event provided valuable background information on families with historical ties to park lands and 
an opportunity to meet community members. 

In February 2016, project personnel attended two of the four weekend Heritage Trail Walks 
held at Mammoth Cave National Park as part of African American Heritage Month celebrations. 
Attendance at the walking tours served multiple purposes, including learning more about the 
history of the park and its previous occupants and cultivating contacts with potential key infor-
mants in the community. 

On 2 February 2016, project personnel attended a presentation entitled “Black Guides and 
Explorers of Mammoth Cave” by Mammoth Cave National Park guide Jerry Bransford and hosted 
by the WKU-Glasgow regional campus. The event provided relevant background information on 
African American families with historical ties to park lands and an opportunity to meet community 
members. 

In March and April 2016, project personnel attended public screenings of Mammoth Cave: A 
Place Called Home. This 30-minute documentary, produced by WKYU-PBS, examines the 
creation of Mammoth Cave National Park and the unique bonds among the communities lost and 
the places they call home. The public screenings took place in Cave City, Brownsville, Bowling 
Green, and Louisville on five dates. Attendance at the screenings served multiple purposes, 
including learning about the history of the park, publicizing the ethnographic overview and 
assessment project, gaining insights on community reception of the film, and cultivating contacts 
with community members and potential informants. 

On 7 June 2016, project personnel attended a public forum for Cave Country Trails at the Cave 
City Convention Center in Cave City. The goal of the meeting was to gather public opinions about 
how to proceed with a plan to link existing trails in Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties 
into a connected network. Two individuals associated with Cave Country Trails, Helen Siewers 
(trails project director) and Sharon Tabor (executive director of the Cave City Tourist and Conven-
tion Commission) led the public meeting. The event provided an opportunity to learn more about 
tourism in the project area, identify potential recreation-related associated communities and key 
informants, and gage public opinions about tourism and recreation development in the project area. 

On 11 June 2016, project personnel attended the dedication ceremony for a new Kentucky 
highway historical marker in Chalybeate, located on Highway 101 south of the park. The marker 
commemorates two former mineral spring resorts – Chalybeate Springs Hotel and Chameleon 
Springs Hotel – that had important cultural, social, historical, and economic impacts in the local 
area in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The event provided an opportunity to learn more about 
early tourist- and recreation-focused businesses in the project area, understand public engagement 
with and viewpoints on the resorts, and identify potential associated communities and key 
informants for the research project.  
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2.7  Data Management for Original Ethnographic Research 

With several co-investigators and students working collaboratively on this grant, it was 
important that there was, from the start, clear guidance and protocol for each fieldworker, 
especially when organizing and naming documents and data produced with each fieldwork 
encounter.  The fieldwork protocols manual developed for this project was modeled on an already 
existing fieldwork manual, the “Fieldworker Resource Manual: Allen County Folklife and Oral 
History Project” (2010) compiled by Erika Brady with the assistance of then graduate students 
Sarah McCartt-Jackson and Caitlin Coad.   

The manual, “Fieldwork Resources and Project Protocols” (Appendix E), like that created for 
the Allen County project, prepared fieldworkers for successful research from beginning to end, 
with helpful information ranging from a planning checklist of the paperwork and equipment 
needed prior to each interview to copies of the interview agreement forms and consent documents 
required for recorded interviews. Sample headers for the various reports that each fieldworker 
might need to complete and submit were presented in the manual, including sample document 
templates for: 

•  Fieldnotes 

•  Transcriptions 

•  Summary of Contents (similar to a table of contents).  

•  Alphabetical Topics Index (similar to a book index). 

•  Alphabetical Style Sheet (a document that allows the fieldworker to note the correct 
spelling or pronunciation of words that might be otherwise misspelled or misunderstood 
without guidance and context). 

•  Photograph/Video Log 
 

Each of these documents includes a uniform header on the front page, ensuring that data generated 
by each fieldworker was consistent, complete, and easily accessed by project investigators and 
future researchers using the data.  

Beyond uniform headers, perhaps the most critical aspect of data management was the creation 
of a naming protocol for the various types of files and documents that would be created and/or 
gathered by researchers. This ensured, first, that files would collate by date and be easily 
researched. Also, with a basic understanding of the file naming system, one can identify very 
quickly the following about a file without opening it:  fieldworker, date of the fieldwork encounter, 
and type of report or document. An example of this file naming convention is in the chart below 
(the chart may also be found on page four of “Fieldwork Resources and Project Protocols,” see 
Appendix E). 
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Element Description Prompts Formatting 

1st project 
designation 

Mammoth Cave = MACA 
Abraham Lincoln = ABLI all capital letters 

2nd date YYYYMMDD all numerical, no spaces 
between numbers 

3rd interviewee 

first five letters of interviewee’s 
last name; if there is more than 
one person with the same last 
name, number them sequentially; 
if last name is less than five 
letters, use all letters 

capitalize first letter of last 
name; use a two-digit 
number (01, 02, 03, etc.) if 
needed; no spaces between 
letters and numbers 

4th interviewer or 
collector 

three initials; if no middle initial, 
use first two  
letters of last name 

all capital letters 

5th file type 

alphabetical style sheet = AS 
alphabetical topics index = AT 
audio = AU 
contact summary form = CS 
fieldnotes = FN 
summary of contents = SC 
interviews = IN 
photo files = PH 
photo log = PL 
transcription = TR 
video = VD 

 
all capital letters 

6th sequence if there are multiple files of a type 
collected or recorded in one day two-digit number 

 
As one can see from this chart, a file generated for fieldnotes at Mammoth Cave National Park, 

by investigator Kate Hudepohl on February 28, 2017 would be called MACA_20170228_KAH_ 
FN_01. An audio file of an interview with Sue Johnson conducted by the same fieldworker on the 
same date would be called MACA_20170229_Johns_ KAH_AU_01. 

The project team for this grant-funded project received contracts for both Mammoth Cave 
National Park and Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park. The manual was 
developed to be used by fieldworkers on either project. Several fieldworkers worked on both 
projects simultaneously, which is why a project designation is required at the beginning of each 
file name.  

Only if (and until) the project files for this grant are renamed by the National Park Service will 
it be appropriate to divorce the data for this grant from the fieldwork guide.  Until that time, a copy 
of the fieldwork protocol guide should be kept alongside the project data to ensure that anyone 
who handles this collection will understand the project’s organization and file naming conventions.  
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2.8  Ethnographic Interviews 

While several of the project personnel have established networks and contacts from years of 
previous research in and around the park, many of the fieldworkers for this grant came to the 
project without the benefit of such ties.  As such, it was important early in the project to create an 
initial list of informants as a starting point for everyone and then use the snowball sampling 
approach described below to identify additional potential participants to expand the original list. 
As a first step upon receiving this grant, co-investigators Kate Hudepohl and Brent Björkman met 
with park staff to discuss potential informants, archival sources, and topics of interest to 
researchers. The initial informant list was created through park staff suggestions and research team 
members’ own network of contacts.  

A snowball sampling approach was used to expand the list of potential participants. This 
approach occurred organically in two ways: 1) suggestions and contacts made by participants at 
the conclusion of their interviews, 2) attendance at social and cultural events held in and around 
the park, where project investigators initiated formal and informal introductions with members of 
the larger community and met potential informants and stakeholders. 

Growing a potential informant list, and attending events to meet more people and gather 
information presented several logistical concerns. A logistical concern related to attending events 
hinged on developing a shared calendar so that any time someone was invited to (or learned about) 
a cultural or social event concerning the park, the event could be shared with everyone on the 
research team. This also helped facilitate scheduling. One or two people attended almost every 
relevant event on behalf of the larger research team.  

As is the nature of close-knit or overlapping communities, many people at the events we 
attended, and many of our informants themselves, would suggest the same contacts.  To avoid the 
risk of unnecessarily duplicating efforts (and inconveniencing our informants through duplicated 
requests for participation) the project team developed a method for sharing potential contacts with 
the larger group, a system that was never quite perfected, but nevertheless helped streamline the 
process. Fieldworkers reported this information using a “Contact Summary Form,” one of the 
documents included in the field manual. 

 Originally, this form was intended to be used by every researcher every time someone was 
contacted (whether the informant answered the call or not, whether they wanted to participate or 
not, and whether or not conversations were held during the initial call or scheduled for later). While 
cumbersome to the researcher, we intended to use those forms to keep a log of who had been 
contacted when, how (email, phone, in person), how many times, and by whom. This also helped 
track who declined to participate, as well as provide current contact information. Due to the 
cumbersome nature of filling out a form for every contact made, the protocol was changed to 
require that researchers submit a contact summary form only after they had scheduled a meeting 
or participation was declined.  

A master log was created to track every contact summary form filled out, and, as with the 
contact summary form process, this would change over time.  It was originally intended that each 
fieldworker would submit contact summary forms as they were generated, and a master log, 
accessible to everyone, would be updated immediately so that at any point all researchers would 
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have an up-to-date snapshot of which community members had been contacted, and their status to 
the project. However, this process proved too cumbersome. Halfway through the project, the 
process was modified to an email exchange. Anytime someone scheduled an interview, they would 
email the entire research team to keep fellow researchers apprised of the status of participation of 
community members. 

The interview format for project informants was semi-structured. To make sure that each 
interview yielded relevant information for the project, all researchers undertook interviews with a 
standard, short list of questions intended to be addressed at some point in the interview.  However, 
as ethnographic interviews are informant driven, it is often the case that interviewers adapt as the 
interview progresses, noting where some questions might have been answered in different ways 
during previous responses, or asking follow-up questions that were not originally planned yet 
which serve to elicit more detailed responses from informants.  

The standard, short list of questions, though they changed somewhat over the course of the 
project, requested the following information: 

1.  Tell me about your background. How long have you lived in the area? 

2.  Tell me about your relationship to the park. What is the park’s importance to you and 
how do you use the park? Can you think of others who use the park differently or the 
same as you? (Use prompts and follow-ups to gain as much information as possible.) 

3.  Are there any topics or communities that you think we should pay particular attention 
to? Are there any locations in Mammoth Cave region that hold a special significance 
to you or others you know? 

4.  Have you been interviewed previously? If so, what did you talk about? Do you know 
if there are any places we should check for information on Mammoth Cave? Do you 
know any collectors of Mammoth Cave history and tradition? (The first stage of the 
project is about archival research; we want to identify already-gathered materials.) 

5.  Who else do you think we should talk to for this project?  

As discussed previously, the research team established a protocol guide in order to ensure 
consistency from fieldworker to fieldworker in data collection and management. The 
documentation required for each fieldwork encounter varied depending on the type of contact 
made, the duration and purpose of the fieldwork, and the complexity of the event. Most fieldwork 
is associated with fieldnotes, and if it included an interview, a summary of contents document.  
Other common accompanying documents included photographs, a photo log, and an alphabetical 
topics index. A complete list of possible fieldwork documentation follows.   

•  Fieldnotes – notes important to give context for interview, including but not limited to 
notes on the conditions of the location, important information gained that was not part of 
the recording, etc.  

•  Transcription – a full or partial transcription of the interview (not all interviews are 
accompanied with a transcription).  
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•  Summary of Contents – similar in function to a table of contents, this is like an outline of 
the contents of the interview, with timestamps placed in regular intervals so that readers 
can easily find the content in the recording.  

•  Alphabetical Topics Index – distinct from the summary of content documentation, the 
alphabetical topics index is similar in function to an index in a book.  

•  Alphabetical Style Sheet – a style sheet is an opportunity for the fieldworker to indicate 
correct spelling of any special terminology, place names, or other proper nouns whose 
spelling cannot be determined from the recording. This is especially important for 
landmarks or place names and last names whose pronunciation or spelling may not be 
inferred if one is not from the community.  

•  Photographs – many interviews are accompanied with photographs, most of the 
interviewees themselves. 

•  Photograph Log – the photo log contains the captions to each photograph for a particular 
interview or event. These captions are paired with file names so that one can easily match 
captions to the photographs that are separate files.  

Informants were asked at the end of their interview if they wanted a copy of the audio file of 
their interview. Researchers sent copies to a few interviewees, but the majority of the participants 
declined the offer. 
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Chapter 3 
Phase I Research Results 

 Results of the Phase I literature review and assessment are presented in five sections. The first 
section is a synthesis of existing historic and ethnographic information about Mammoth Cave 
National Park and its immediate vicinity. Section 3.2 provides detailed descriptions and assess-
ments of each of the repositories consulted during the archival research. Section 3.3 outlines stake-
holders and resource users for the park. Section 3.4 provides a synthesis of land uses and cultural 
resources identified through the archival research and key informant interviews. The final section 
describes traditionally associated groups and potential ethnographic resources relevant to them. 

3.1  Synthesis of Existing Historic and Ethnographic Information 

An Act (P.L. 69-283, 44 Stat. 635) authorizing Mammoth Cave National Park passed on May 
25, 1926, and the park was dedicated on July 1, 1941. The park was established to protect the 
scenic, geological, biological, and historical resources – specifically Mammoth Cave, the hilly 
back-country north of Green River, and the scenic views of the Green and Nolin rivers that flow 
through the park – within the nearly 52,830 acres comprising the park.  

The area that is now the park has been host to human use and interaction for almost 12,000 
years (National Park Service 2015a). Evidence of this long span of human occupations in the park 
includes archeological sites, extant structures and other material culture, oral histories, and a wide 
range of historical documents. Archeological sites are locations on the landscape that were the 
focus of past human activities as evidenced by artifacts on or below the earth’s surface. In the 
project area, a great deal is known archeologically about Mammoth Cave, in particular. 

The nature of prehistoric occupations in the park is evidenced by archeological resources. 
There have been no systematic inventories or studies of affiliated tribes’ or other contemporary 
native peoples’ oral histories about prehistoric occupations or resources. About 22% of the 1,008 
archeological sites and 29% of the 1,192 components in the park are prehistoric Native American 
resources. The sites occur primarily in rockshelters, with smaller percentages of upland, cave, and 
bottomland sites. Most of the sites have been documented through surface surveys, and 
archeological excavations have been conducted at only 12% of the prehistoric sites. As a result, 
time periods of occupation currently cannot be determined for 52% of the sites (Prentice 1993).  

Prehistoric peoples first occupied the land in and around the park during the Paleoindian period 
(10,000-11,500 years ago). In the park, archeological evidence is limited to two sites plus isolated 
projectile points from five open-air and rockshelter locations. The small number of points – 
coupled with the absence of additional artifacts, cultural features, and primary archeological 
deposits associated with the points – suggests that Paleoindian occupations were sparse and 
reflective of a highly mobile lifestyle (Prentice 1993).  

With 89 components at 63 sites, archeological resources dating to the Archaic period (3,000-
10,000 years ago) are comparatively abundant in the park, though they represent the longest of the 
prehistoric time periods. Archaic inhabitants in the park consisted of semi-nomadic bands that 
moved seasonally to exploit different resources. Based on artifact types and densities, small 
groups, perhaps individual family units, used rockshelters as home bases for nut gathering and 
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deer and turkey hunting in the fall and winter. During warm seasons, larger groups moved to Green 
River floodplain sites to collect a wide range of plant and animal resources (Prentice 1993).  

There are 107 components at 68 sites in the park that document native occupations during the 
relatively shorter Woodland period (1,100-3,000 years ago). The seasonal mobility that developed 
during the Late Archaic continued in the Woodland. Compared to other Kentucky regions, pottery 
appears later in time and in limited quantities at Woodland sites in the park. Similarly, earthworks 
and exotic trade items are rare at Woodland sites in the park (Prentice 1993).  

Two major cultural changes began in the Late Archaic subperiod (3,000-5,000 years ago) and 
continued through the Early-Middle Woodland subperiods (1,500-3,000 years ago): the explor-
ation and utilization of caves and the adoption of plant horticulture. These cultural practices have 
been the focus of the most intense archeological investigations in the park (Prentice 1993, Watson 
1997, Watson et al. 1969).  

Six sites in the park, and seven more outside the park, provide the best evidence of Late Archaic 
to Middle Woodland cave use: Mammoth, Salts, Dixon, Owl, Martin, Bluff, Short, Crystal Onyx, 
Pit of the Skulls, Roger’s Discovery, Fisher Ridge, Hidden River, and Crumps. Traffic was most 
intense at Mammoth Cave followed by Salts Cave, especially the upper levels of both. Prehistoric 
cavers ventured more than one mile into both caves. A wide range of activities (habitation, 
exploration, mineral mining, ceremony-ritual, and burial) is evidenced at Mammoth and Salts 
caves, while fewer activities occurred at other caves. Preservation of normally perishable 
materials, including textiles, torch material, and extensive paleofecal and archeobotanical 
assemblages, is excellent. Caves were visited year-round, but the most intense use occurred during 
the spring-summer seasons (Applegate 2008). 

Some of the best evidence of early plant domestication and use in Kentucky derives from 
Mammoth and Salts caves. Cultigens are sunflower, goosefoot, maygrass, sumpweed, squash, 
erect knotweed, giant ragweed, and amaranth. There is a correlation between increased weedy seed 
use and development of open oak-hickory woodlands corresponding to the period of intensive cave 
use (Applegate 2008). Curiously, no evidence of cultigens has been recovered from contem-
poraneous contexts at rockshelter sites in the park (Prentice 1993). Cultigen consumption at this 
time supplemented wild plant and animal food sources. In particular, continuing a trend that began 
in the Middle-Late Archaic in the area, heavy reliance on hickory nuts is evidenced in botanical 
remains from Upper and Lower Mammoth Cave and Upper Salts deposits, from the Salts Cave 
mummy, and from Salts Cave paleofeces (Jefferies 2008, Watson 1997, Watson et al. 1969).  

The later prehistoric periods are poorly represented in the park. There are 13 sites/components 
assigned to the Late Woodland-Mississippian period (500-1,500 years ago) and 22 sites/com-
ponents dated to the Mississippian (500-1,100 years ago) period. These sites are identified by the 
presence of triangular-shaped projectile points and/or shell-tempered pottery, with the latter being 
much less common than the former (Prentice 1993). Late prehistoric sites represent “scattered, 
single family residences located on natural levees on the narrow Green River floodplain or on the 
level ridge tops overlooking the Green River” (Prentice 1993:20-21).  

Currently, there is no archeological evidence of Protohistoric period (300-500 years ago) 
occupations in the park (Prentice 1993). However, seven federally recognized tribes claim the 
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Mammoth Cave area as part of their ancestral lands: Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Cherokee 
Nation, United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians, Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, Shawnee Tribe, and Chickasaw Nation. Since the 1990s, the 
park has consulted with these tribes regarding the treatment and disposition of human remains, 
cultural resources stewardship and protection (focusing on archeological resources), public 
interpretation, and natural resources utilization. The park has not undertaken systematic 
inventories or studies of affiliated tribes’ or other contemporary native peoples’ oral histories about 
past occupations, their current uses of park lands and other places in the project area, or the 
ethnographic resources in and near the park that are significant to them.  

Of the 1,008 archeological sites with 1,192 components in the park, 78% and 71%, respectively, 
date to the Historic period and document the lifeways of Euro-American and African American 
inhabitants. Historic sites are predominantly farmsteads but also include cemeteries, schools, 
churches, moonshine stills, fire towers (also early aviation navigation beacons), CCC camps, 
quarries, pumphouses, residences, maintenance buildings, wall constructions, a hotel, a pine tar 
kiln, and a dump. [There are additional hotel, pine tar kiln, and dump sites in the park that are not 
included in Prentice’s (1993) data.] There is archeological evidence of continued use of caves and 
rockshelters during the Historic period. Because of the widespread demolition of infrastructure 
during park creation, however, all but few of the historic sites lack standing structures. Further, 
archeologists have not excavated or assessed the National Register eligibility of any of the 785 
historic sites in the park, and only a few dozen have been assigned MACA or trinomial site 
numbers (Prentice 1993). Folklorists, historians, and architectural historians, on the other hand, have 
conducted archival, oral history, and architectural research on several historic site types in the 
park: cemeteries, churches, CCC camps, pumphouses, and residential and maintenance buildings.  

Initial settlement of the Mammoth Cave area began in the late 1770s-early 1780s. At this time 
Kentucky was a county/counties within the state of Virginia. In 1779 and 1784 the Virginia State 
Assembly designated Kentucky lands for Revolutionary War veterans, though many settlers were 
not veterans. In 1779-1780 Charles M. Thruston patented a Certificate of Settlement for 400 acres 
located at the confluence of Green and Nolin rivers, reportedly about 0.5 mile south of a “station” 
on Nolin River (Applegate 2007, National Park Service 2015a). Historic stations, sometimes 
referred to as forts, were a form of settlement on the frontier. In Kentucky stations varied 
considerably in size and form, ranging from single fortified cabins to large stockades encircling 
multiple cabins (McBride and McBride 2008).  

From the outset of historic settlement in the area, Mammoth Cave was a focus of interest. The 
circumstances of its discovery by early Euro-American settlers remain unclear, however. In 1797 
brothers Charles (b. 1750-1759, d. 1852), John (d. 1837), and Francis (b. 1765) Houchin settled 
south of Green River, and one of them or Charles’ son John Decatur “Johnny Dick” Houchin 
(1788-1873) often is credited with rediscovering Mammoth Cave (Houchens 2001, National Park 
Service 2015a). A popular story is that a Houchin found the historic entrance while pursuing a bear 
in 1798, 1802, or 1809 (Olson 2017), though by 1809 the cave had already been mined for saltpeter 
for years.  

In 1798 Valentine Simons (Simmons) filed a deed in the Warren County courthouse for a 
parcel of land on the south bank of Green River containing two saltpeter caves, the first written 
reference to what are now known as Mammoth and Dixon caves. Saltpeter production for local 
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consumption began in the caves by this time. Simons sold the caves and adjacent lands to John 
Flatt sometime after 1799 (National Park Service 2015a).  

In the early 1800s ownership of Mammoth Cave changed frequently, until Charles Wilkins 
and Fleming Gatewood purchased the lands with the intent of commercially producing saltpeter. 
In 1812 a Philadelphia merchant named Hyman Gratz purchased Gatewood’s interest in the cave. 

During the War of 1812, saltpeter mining and potassium nitrate manufacture occurred on an 
industrial scale using a large workforce that included chemists, laborers, enslaved individuals, and 
oxen teams. Leaching vats, water pipes, and other remnants of the saltpeter operation are extant in 
the cave today. After the war, the saltpeter market crashed and commercial interest in Mammoth 
Cave shifted from resource extraction to tourism (National Park Service 2015a). 

In 1816 Gratz opened Mammoth Cave as a tourist attraction, and Archibald Miller, a former 
manager of the saltpeter mining operation, served as the first guide. The first Mammoth Cave Hotel 
was constructed near the Historic Entrance from the manager’s quarters and several one-room 
cabins that previously housed enslaved persons working in the saltpeter operations. In 1838 local 
attorney Franklin Gorin purchased the cave, bringing several enslaved persons he owned to work 
in the hotel and leasing three enslaved men to serve as guide cave tours (Section 3.5.4). The most 
famous of these guides was Stephen Bishop, who not only was a visitor favorite but also explored 
passages deep into the cave system (National Park Service 2015a). 

The following year Gorin sold the Mammoth Cave Estate, including Stephen Bishop and other 
enslaved persons, to Louisville physician John Croghan. Dr. Croghan enlarged and modernized 
the hotel, built roads, and constructed stone and wood structures in Mammoth Cave that served as 
a tuberculosis sanatorium. Croghan died of consumption (tuberculosis) in 1849. In his will, he 
stipulated that Stephen Bishop be freed at seven years after his death. Bishop and his family – wife 
Charlotte and son Thomas – were freed in 1856, but he died the next year. Bishop, along with 
some tuberculosis patients, are buried in the Old Guides Cemetery above the Historic Entrance 
(Section 3.4.13). Dr. Croghan’s will also stipulated that his estate be held in trust for his nine nieces 
and nephews until the last heir died, which occurred in 1926 (National Park Service 2015a). 

From the beginning of tourism at Mammoth Cave, transportation was a constant concern for 
the owners. Initially, visitors arrived via foot, horseback, wagon, and stagecoach over rugged dirt 
roads. Stagecoaches often conveyed visitors from distant cities such as Louisville, Lexington, and 
Nashville, where they had disembarked trains. The Louisville and Nashville Railroad, which was 
routed a short distance southeast of Mammoth Cave, was completed in 1859; small towns like Park 
City (formerly known as Glasgow Junction and Three Forks) and Cave City expanded around 
depots and rail stops, and local stagecoach lines were established. In 1874, Mammoth Cave 
Railroad was incorporated to develop a spur line from Glasgow Junction to the Mammoth Cave 
Hotel. Construction on the 8.7-mile line began in July 1886 and the first visitors arrived on 
November 8, 1886; the railway operated until August 31, 1931. In 1904 the first automobile came 
to Mammoth Cave, ushering in a new mode of visitor transportation. In 1906 construction was 
completed on Lock and Dam No. 6 on Green River, which raised the navigational pool to a level 
where steamboats could bring passengers and cargo to Mammoth Cave. This mode of 
transportation continued until the 1920s, when automobile transportation became more common 
and economical (National Park Service 2015a). 
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The first Mammoth Cave Hotel burned in 1916, and the second Mammoth Cave Hotel was 
constructed nine years later. It remained in place until documentation in 1978 and demolition in 
1979. The third, and latest, Mammoth Cave Hotel was constructed in 1965; it was designed in a 
style to complement the park’s Visitor Center, which was constructed in 1959-1961 (National Park 
Service 2015a). Recent renovations to the Visitor Center were completed in 2012. 

At the same time Mammoth Cave was developed, numerous tracts of land outside the 
Mammoth Cave Estate were purchased by German, Scotch-Irish, English, Dutch, and Welsh 
settlers and developed as cropland and livestock pasture. In the period before 1930, over 500 
families settled in the area north and south of Green River. Several of the settlements grew into 
small farming communities, such as Elko, Cade, and Union City (Section 3.3.13). Schools and 
churches were established at Good Springs, Joppa, Temple Hill, and other locations. At least 86 
cemeteries of varying sizes were established, often in association with churches and large family 
concentrations (Applegate 2007, National Park Service 2015a). 

In addition to agriculture, tourism was an important industry outside the estate. As farmers 
observed the number of tourists coming to Mammoth Cave, and the revenue being generated for 
the Estate, they felt that they would be able to make a decent living from cave tourism with the 
caves on their properties. The Mammoth Cave Estate was located at the end of the roads coming 
from Cave City and Park City, and local cave owners wanted to siphon tourists before they reached 
Mammoth Cave. One result was the Kentucky Cave Wars (National Park Service 2015a). 

Private cave owners constructed information stands along the main routes to Mammoth Cave. 
Their employees dressed in official-looking uniforms and caps (earning them the nickname 
“cappers”) and intercepted travelers, giving them information, often false, that resulted in the 
tourists visiting the cappers’ caves. The Cave Wars also had a violent side, with documented 
gunfights and fistfights between rival solicitors. Rival cave owners broke into others’ caves and 
destroyed cave formations, rendering them less attractive to tourists. Oil prospector George 

Morrison, acting on his belief that Mammoth Cave’s passageways extended beyond the boundaries 

of the estate, purchased several large tracts adjoining the estate, opened entrances into Mammoth 
Cave, and showed portions of the cave under his property (National Park Service 2015a). 

A sad chapter in the Cave Wars involved Floyd Collins, a local farmer and cave explorer who 
helped operate a show cave on the family farm. Though Crystal Cave was beautiful, it was difficult 
for tourists to reach it and it had limited commercial success. In January 1925, while searching for 
a better-located show cave on the Doyel farm, Collins became entrapped in a tight passageway in 
Sand Cave. Numerous methods and attempts were made to feed and free him over the next weeks, 
and the tragedy became a national news sensation with crowds flocking to the site. Shafts drilled 
by the local Kyrock asphalt company finally reached Collins, but he had died from hypothermia 
about one day earlier. Two months later, the family retrieved his body and interred him on the 
Collins family farmstead on Flint Ridge. Later, the new owner of the Collins property exhumed 
his body and placed him on display in Crystal Cave in a glass-covered casket until 1989, when he 
was finally laid to rest for good in the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery (National Park 
Service 2015a). 

Interest in establishing a national park in the Mammoth Cave area began in the early 20 th 
century. Kentucky Senator Marvel Mills Logan, an Edmonson County native, took the concept 
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of a Mammoth Cave National Park to the Secretary of the Interior in 1900. Three years later, the 
Kentucky Third District Representative introduced a House Bill to create the proposed park. 
Hearings began on the bill, but it failed. In 1923, Stephen Mather, the first Director of the 
National Park Service, wrote in his annual report that Mammoth Cave should become an NPS 
unit. The Mammoth Cave National Park Association, a non-profit entity, was formed as a fund-
raising and land acquisition organization in 1924 (Section 3.5.3) (National Park Service 2015a). 

After the death of the last surviving estate heir in 1926, the Southern Appalachian National 
Park Commission recommended the inclusion of Mammoth Cave into the National Park Service. 
In May 1926, a bill authorizing Mammoth Cave National Park was signed into law. Using 
financial donations, the Mammoth Cave National Park Association began purchasing land at 
fair-market value; however, not all landowners were interested in selling their properties. In 1928 
the Kentucky legislature established the Kentucky National Park Commission and granted it the 
power of eminent domain. The Commission and the Association worked together through 
purchase and eminent domain to obtain the minimum 45,310 acres needed to form the park. To 
this day, some local families and communities harbor resentment over the forced purchase of 
private land in the park’s formation. Mammoth Cave National Park was officially established on 
July 1, 1941, encompassing 52,830 acres in Edmonson, Barren, and Hart counties. Because of 
World War II, the park was not formally dedicated until September 18, 1946 (National Park 
Service 2015a). 

During the Great Depression, President Roosevelt’s New Deal established several public 
agencies including the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), which was tasked with providing 
young men work opportunities and with constructing and improving infrastructure in national 
parks and national forests. Four camps were established in Mammoth Cave National Park, one of 
which housed African American crews and with primarily Caucasian crews. The crews constructed 
service and support buildings and employee residences, installed a water system, constructed cave 
trails, improved surface roads, dismantled structures on condemned park lands, and completed 
other projects in the 1930s to 1941 (National Park Service 2015a). 

During this period through the 1950s, the park’s operating budgets shrank and infrastructure 
became outdated and inadequate for the growing numbers of visitors. In addition, staffing was 
inadequate for protecting and preserving park resources as mandated in the 1916 Organic Act. As 
a result, in 1956 NPS Director Conrad Wirth initiated a ten-year modernization project across the 
system called Mission 66. At Mammoth Cave, Mission 66 resulted in a new Visitor Center/ 
Headquarters building, new campground, expanded picnic area, new housing to supplement the 
existing CCC-era housing, expanded parking facilities, modernized support and utility infra-
structure, and more staffing (National Park Service 2015a).  

Though contractors completed much of the work, Mission 66 also provided employment and 
work training to youth and members of local communities. The Job Corps, a youth-oriented job 
training and works-based program modeled after the CCC, established the Great Onyx Job Corps 
Civilian Conservation Center at the park in 1965. The Center was initially located at the site of 
CCC Camp NP-1, until it was relocated to the northwest portion of the park in the early 1980s, 
where it is presently located. The Job Corps program brings underprivileged and at-risk youth to 
the Center at Mammoth Cave to provide formal work training in a residential environment. Job 
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Corps clients have constructed picnic shelters, seasonal employee apartments, the park training 
center, trails, and other facilities in the park (National Park Service 2015a).  

In the 1970s-1980s, two other programs brought temporary job opportunities to area youth. 
The Young Adult Conservation Corps (YACC) provided youth with a yearlong appointment to 
work in conservation-related projects, such constructing Maple Springs Campground, building 
First Creek and other trails, maintaining park grounds, and assisting area communities. The 
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) provided area high school students with summer employment, 
constructing minor infrastructure and performing routine maintenance on park facilities and the 
landscape. Several alumni of these programs pursued permanent careers with the National Park 
Service. In all, the Job Corps, YACC, and YCC programs resulted in millions of dollars of 
construction projects in the park, employment of local youth, and purchasing and other economic 
impacts to the local communities surrounding Mammoth Cave National Park (National Park 
Service 2015a).  

Several gateway communities are situated outside the park, along each entrance road, and 
visitors pass through at least one to enter the park. Cave City (east of the park), Park City (south 
of the park), and Brownsville (west of the park) are the closest incorporated communities to the 
park. Numerous businesses serving park visitors, other travelers, and local residents exist in these 
communities. Horse Cave and Munfordville, as well as Glasgow and Bowling Green, are more 
distant but also have historic connections with the park and experience economic and other impacts 
from park visitors (National Park Service 2015a). 

Since the park’s creation, a wealth of archival research and ethnographic fieldwork has been 
completed in the Mammoth Cave region. Western Kentucky University faculty, students, and 
alumni have been responsible for creating much of the existing data about traditionally associated 
people and ethnographic resources. For instance, WKU Special Collections lists two object 
records, 17 library records, 391 archive records, 100 photo records, and 73 container records for 
Mammoth Cave. WKU Special Collections also houses the archive of the Kentucky Folklife 
Program (KFP), which includes park-related materials. 

Among the first to conduct ethnographic research in the park region was Dr. Gordon Wilson, 
longtime head of the WKU English Department from 1928-1959. He completed extensive research 
on folk speech and folkways in the Mammoth Cave area, published in part as Folkways of the 
Mammoth Cave Region (1962, 1967). WKU’s Special Collections holds an extensive collection of 
his primary data, including reel-to-reel tapes of linguistic patterns. Another example of the records 
held in Special Collections is the papers of folklorist Laura Harper Lee, who conducted 14 
interviews between 1988-1991 regarding social change in churches in the Mammoth Cave area.  

Also housed in WKU Special Collections is work by Dr. Lynwood Montell, a retired Folk 
Studies faculty member, who conducted research on several topics within the region. His work 
inspired further research, as can be seen in the papers of alumna Rachel Parsley (Manuscripts and 
Folklife Archives 2013b), who conducted research on folk medicine in the Mammoth Cave region 
while a student at WKU. She conducted interviews with community members but also relied, in 
part, on “Folk Medicine of the Mammoth Cave Area,” by Ashley Odell and Lynwood Montell. In 
1983, Denis O. Kiely completed a Master’s thesis in Folk Studies on the basketry tradition in the 
Mammoth Cave region.  
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Additional records include several surveys conducted at Mammoth Cave National Park. In 
1991, folklorist and WKU alumna Kelly Malloy (then Kelly Lally) produced an extensive (80-plus 
page) National Register of Historic Places report on historic resources in the park. Her report 
included an extensive historic context, descriptions of historic resources, and a recommendation 
of Register-eligible properties. In 1999, under the direction of Michael Ann Williams, WKU 
faculty and students documented the historic cemeteries in the park, producing a report entitled 
“Mammoth Cave Cemetery Project: A Report on the Documentation of Cemeteries in Mammoth 
Cave National Park and Their Management as Traditional Use Sites.” The park now hosts an online 
ArcGIS platform that allows the public to access information about the cemeteries (Mammoth 
Cave National Park 2018). 

In addition to surveys, there are previous studies of specific cultural resources. The shell-
decorated graves of nearby Hill Grove Cemetery have been the subject of both a scholarly paper 
by Karen Heege (1998) and a 1998 Kentucky Educational Television production entitled “World 
of Our Own: Kentucky Folkways.” Kelly (Lally) Malloy (1987a, 1987b) conducted extensive oral 
histories of CCC workers in the park under the auspices of the Kentucky Oral History Commission. 
The Kentucky Folklife Program has produced extensive documentation of the white oak basket 
making tradition of the Mammoth Cave region. KFP director Brent Björkman has conducted 
ethnographic work on the occupational folklore of Mammoth Cave park rangers, funded by the 
American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.  

The Kentucky Folklife Program continued to grow its archival collection on the Mammoth 
Cave region through its 2015 Folklorist in the Park program, funded by the National Endowment 
for the Arts. Through ethnographic interviews, oral histories, and photographic collections, folk-
lorist Joshua Chrysler documented a wide range of folklife traditions and communities: African 
Americans, agriculture, Amish, basket makers and making, baptism, bees and beekeeping, Bell’s 
Tavern, brooms, Cave Country Carvers Club, canning and preserving, chair making, fiddlers and 
fiddling, folk art, Green River Ferry, gospel singers, guitars, Hill Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, honeysuckle, hunting, Icy Sink Baptist Church, locks and dams, luthiers, Mammoth Cave 
National Park, mandolins, Merry Oaks, quiltmakers and quilting, railroads, Rocky Hill, shape-note 
singing, tobacco, transportation, willow, and woodcarvers and woodcarving. The collection of 
hundreds of digital photographs and 36 audio- and video-recorded interviews with 41 informants 
is curated at Western Kentucky University. The interviews have not been transcribed (Manuscripts 
and Folklife Archives 2016). 

3.2  Archive Reports 
 
 Phase I archival research focused on online internet resources plus materials curated at nine 
repositories in the state: Edmonson County Public Library, Filson Historical Society, Hart County 
Historical Society, Kentucky Heritage Council, Kentucky Historical Society, Mammoth Cave 
National Park Archives, South Central Kentucky Cultural Center, WKU Special Col-lections 
(formerly the WKU Kentucky Library), and WKU Manuscripts and Folklife Archives. The 
following reports for each archive describe the extent of relevant materials, assess the viability of 
materials, indicate the extent of utilization, and evaluate the potential for future researchers. 
Specific information collected at archives about traditionally associated groups and land 
uses/ethnographic resources is summarized in Sections 3.3 and 3.4 of this chapter. 
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3.2.1  Edmonson County Public Library 

Phase I Research  

Darlene Applegate conducted Phase I research between October 2015 and January 2016. 

Location and Contact Information 

280 Ferguson Street 
Brownsville, KY 42210 
(270) 597-2146 
http://www.ecplibrary.com/ 

Extent of Materials 

The Edmonson County Public Library in Brownsville houses a small collection of primary and 
secondary materials related to Mammoth Cave National Park and the surrounding region, 
especially Edmonson County. The two major relevant resources are vertical files and books.  

Vertical Files. Vertical files are located in two of three four-drawer filing cabinets currently 
located in the main room along the wall opposite the front door, between the stacks to the right 
and the microfilm station to the left. The left-hand cabinet was empty at the time of on-site visits. 
The labels on their drawers, as listed below, indicate the contents of the other two cabinets. I.F. 
apparently stands for information file.  

 
Middle Cabinet Right-Hand Cabinet 

Edmonson County Newspaper 
Microfilm (1927-) Census Microfilm 

Family Records, Genealogy A-R I.F. Edmonson County 
Family and Misc. Records S-Z I.F. Kentucky 

Rolled Maps I.F. Mammoth Cave 
  

Most of the materials in the vertical files are in tabbed folders labeled with subject keywords 
like Travel and Tourism or Skaggs Family, but they are not indexed or searchable on the library’s 
electronic catalog. This necessitated searching item-by-item through each folder for potentially 
relevant resources.  

Materials in the vertical files include brochures, pamphlets, booklets, unbound and bound 
manuscripts, fliers or handbills, newsletters, newspaper clippings, magazines and other periodicals 
and individual articles from such; reports by local business groups and government agencies; 
National Park Service reports; genealogical charts; maps; and yearbooks. Some are originals, and 
some are photocopies. 

The Mammoth Cave drawer of the vertical files contained a total of 34 relevant resources that 
were examined. The Edmonson County drawer contained 11 relevant resources, 14 editions of the 
county genealogical society’s newsletter with relevant articles, a box of materials on Kyrock, and 
genealogical records and ancestor charts for 31 surnames. The Kentucky drawer contained three 
relevant resources, as well as four undated audiocassette tapes for what appear to be interviews 

http://www.ecplibrary.com/
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with three Edmonson County residents. The family records drawers have content on 84 surnames, 
ranging from several sheets to dozens of pages per surname.  

Books. Books are located in the stacks opposite the circulation desk in the main room of the 
library. Call numbers are an internal numbering system. The book collection is searchable online 
or at computer workstations in the library. 

The library houses 18 books and three electronic resources on Mammoth Cave and the park, 
with topics including prehistoric and historic period cave exploration, slavery, saltpeter mining, 
stories and oral histories, images, trail guides, and park handbooks. One electronic resource is 
Mammoth Cave National Park Association deeds.  

One highly relevant book in the library collection is Brownsville native and local historian 
Norman Warnell’s Mammoth Cave: Forgotten Stories of Its People (1997), which is based on 
documentary research and oral history interviews. Warnell described in detail 13 families from 
the Mammoth Cave area (plus other families), reconstructed early ownership of Mammoth Cave, 
described the saltpeter operations, and described the early era of cave tourism. He recounted 
stories of accidental deaths, murders, and illegal activities like gambling and prostitution in the 
area, as well as stories about the importance of homecomings and cemeteries to displaced 
families. He described the discovery and exploration of Great Onyx, Crystal, and other caves on 
Flint Ridge. His accounts of timbering, tie-haulers, and log raft running provide insights into the 
lumber industry that are not extensively documented elsewhere. Other subjects covered in the 
book are place names, recreational activities, schools, churches, Civilian Conservation Corps 
camps, and communities (Warnell 1997). 

In addition to two volumes of “Edmonson County Flashlights in Folklore” by Charles E. 
Whitley, Sr., the library houses ten books on Edmonson County history (voting records, attorneys, 
Baptists, post offices, Baker Iron Furnace), communities (Sunfish, Rocky Hill, Kyrock), and aerial 
photographs.  

Other Resources. In addition to vertical files and books, the library has a large framed copy of 
Whittle and Whittle’s (1929[2003]) map depicting the locations of landowners in the then-
proposed Mammoth Cave National Park area. The map is indexed with an alphabetical listing of 
hundreds of landowner names. The map is on the wall above the microfilm computer opposite the 
front door and adjacent to the vertical files. The grant researcher received permission to remove 
the map from the wall and take digital photographs of it (Figure 2).  

Several members of the library staff are knowledgeable about local history and places, local 
historians, and potential informants. They can be helpful resources for making contacts in the area.  

Viability of Materials 

Despite the relatively small volume of materials, the vertical files and books at the Edmonson 
County Public Library contain a decent range of relevant and useful resources for the ethno-graphic 
overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park. Some items are broadly published and 
can be found at other repositories, while other items in the library collection are unique and 
unlikely to be found elsewhere. Surprisingly, there are no comprehensive books on the history of 
Edmonson County, nor county cemetery books, in the collection. Other archives should be checked 
for these resources because they typically contain relevant information about historic communities, 
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founding families, traditional lifeways, important buildings and places, local businesses and 
industries, and other subjects.  

The resources at the library are most useful for identifying potential traditionally associated 
peoples and affiliated communities, as well as identifying land uses and potential significant ethno-
graphic resources in and around the park. Sources written by or including the viewpoints of local 
community members and organizations are particularly important for revealing emic values about 
cultural resources and land uses and for providing emic perspectives on significant peoples and 
places in the project area. Several resources focus specifically on cultural resources identification, 
management, preservation, and utilization. Other resources focus on tourism and recreational 
development around the park. 

Extent of Utilization 

The research team examined and annotated relevant resources in three drawers of the vertical 
files (Mammoth Cave, Edmonson County, and Kentucky), generating over 60 pages of notes. A 
total of 15 potential traditionally associated peoples, affiliated communities, and informants were 
identified, including civic groups, conservation/preservation groups, and descendants. Over 100 
potential cultural resources were identified, including natural landscape features, historic 
structures, and industrial sites. Resources also reveal important insights about past and present land 
use practices, as well as community perceptions of appropriate and desirable land/resource uses 
and development, including ways that local communities have attempted and are attempting to 
adjust to the park’s creation and its positive and negative economic impacts.  

Potential for Future Researchers 

The research team did not examine, evaluate, or annotate several resources that could generate 
additional relevant information about associated communities, land uses, and significant ethno-
graphic resources. In the vertical files, these resources include the box of materials on Kyrock in 
the Edmonson County drawer and the unlabeled audiocassette tapes in the Kentucky drawer of the 
vertical files. With one exception, the potentially relevant books in the library’s collection were 
not annotated. The drawer of rolled maps appears to include mostly recent construction-related 
maps and street maps, so they are less likely to be relevant and therefore have not yet been 
inventoried. 

It is likely that the early years in The Edmonson News newspaper microfiche collection in the 
vertical files contains stories and articles about the creation of the park, so this collection could be 
investigated for relevant content. If future researchers are interested in particular families with 
affiliations to the park and surrounding area, they should review in detail the genealogical records 
and ancestor charts for 31 surnames in the Edmonson County drawer, the resources about 84 
surnames in the two Family Records drawers, and the microfiche records in the Census drawer of 
the vertical files.  
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Figure 2. Indexed Whittle and Whittle (1929[2003]) Map Showing Locations of Pre-Park Landowners. 
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3.2.2  Filson Historical Society 

Phase I Research 

Darlene Applegate completed initial Phase I research in February 2016 and conducted additional 
research in October 2019. 

Location and Contact Information 

1310 South Third Street 
Louisville, KY 40208 
(502) 635-5083 
http://filsonhistorical.org/ 

Extent of Materials 

The Filson Historical Society in Louisville was founded in 1884 by a group of ten men led by 
Col. Reuben T. Durrett. The long-standing mission of the organization is to collect and preserve 
records, objects, and other evidence of the region’s history and to make these materials and 
information accessible to the public. Named for Kentucky’s first historian, John Filson, the 
historical society and its vast holdings are housed in the Ferguson Mansion and annex in Louis-
ville. The Filson’s collection includes over two million documents, about one hundred thousand 
images, tens of thousands of books, ten thousand museum items, and other materials. Many of its 
holdings are searchable online, but none are circulating. Compared to most other archives, the 
Filson has a larger proportion of primary sources. 

The Filson’s collections at Ferguson Mansion are open to non-member researchers for a daily 
or weekly fee, while members can access the collections for free. Historic photographs, artwork, 
and museum items are displayed throughout the building. Visitors to the Filson are greeted by a 
docent in the vestibule, who provides directions, collects research fees, and describes member-
ship options. The library is on the first floor of the mansion. The third floor has a small bank of 
computers for searching the holdings and a small research area with tables. Researchers may 
request from the staff a limited number of items at a time, to be used in the research area. Laptop 
computers are permitted, but photography is prohibited. Xerox copies may be requested and are 
done by the staff. 

Manuscripts. The Filson’s manuscript holdings on Mammoth Cave include 22 tourism-related 
correspondence, writings, and other items; eight items related to natural history of the cave; two 
items by tuberculosis patients; one item about Dr. Croghan’s purchase of the cave; a small set of 
reports about park responses to the catastrophic flood of 1937; and one collection related to 
environmental conditions and conservation. In addition, there are five resources related to 
formation of the national park, including a 1928 letter from Gov. Flem D. Sampson, chairman of 
the State Campaign Executive Committee, to a regional fundraiser, in which he called the park 
initiative “the most important project in the history of our State.”  

The 1788-1879 William Croghan papers collection contains correspondence and land, busi-
ness, and legal papers of William Croghan and his heirs including Dr. John Croghan and Thomas 
S. Jesup. Dr. Croghan’s materials include an 1849 will deeding the Mammoth Cave Estate to his 

http://filsonhistorical.org/
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heirs under administrators Joseph Underwood, George Gwathmey, and William Bullock. Jessup’s 
materials include correspondence, receipts, and estate papers of him and his heirs. 

The 1846-1919 Jesup-Sitgreaves family papers contain correspondence dated 1900-1902 
among four of Dr. Croghan’s nieces who co-inherited the Mammoth Cave Estate, as well as several 
of their children. Their letters primarily concern the efficacy of the estate manager, Henry C. 
Ganter, problems with the Mammoth Cave Railroad Company, and the Mammoth Cave 
Mushroom Company. Other items in this collection are financial reports and legal petitions.  

The 1683-2003 Bullitt Family Papers-Oxmoor Collection includes an extensive collection of 
business correspondence between the law firm of Bullitt, Bullitt, & Harris and individuals 
associated with the Mammoth Cave Estate, dating primarily to the last quarter of the 19th century. 
Items in the 1925-1960 collection of Tom Wallace, editor of the Louisville Times and life-long 
conservationist who supported creation of the park, covers fundraising and land acquisition, park 
dedication and transfer to the National Park Service, deer repopulation in the park, and the 
proposed Mining City Dam project downstream on Green River in Butler County that could have 
impacted the park. The 1752-1984 Foote Family additional papers collection, the 1785-1988 Henry-
Bacon family papers collection, the 1835-1887 Henry Waller papers collection, the 1849-1868 
George D. Prentice miscellaneous papers collection, the 1891-1941 Lewis A. Walter additional 
papers collection, and the Grand Army of the Republic 1895 Encampment papers collection 
contain limited numbers of tourism-related and other items about Mammoth Cave. 

Barren County is represented in the Filson manuscript holdings in several ways, including 
founding and prominent families such as Curd and Gorin, land grants, farming, Civil War activities 
and experiences, and the New Dixie Hotel in Cave City, advertised as “the ideal headquarters for 
the Mammoth Cave National Park area.” 

Items related to Edmonson County are Civil War pension records, a 1954 newspaper, and 
correspondence about oil and mineral leases. The 1832-1886 John D. Otter Papers include an 1854 
letter from Frank Gorin, personal financial records, correspondence about land holdings in the 
county, tobacco tags, and a Mammoth Cave Railroad Company bond. Otter, a slave holder and 
former Edmonson County sheriff, was a very successful grocer in Glasgow and, later, Louisville. 

There are few items related to southern Grayson County in the Filson manuscript collection. 
They include a caretaker contract for McGrew Cemetery in Anneta and records of several founding 
and prominent families. 

Hart County is represented in the Filson manuscript holdings in several ways, including items 
on farming and about one dozen families. There is correspondence from three Civil War soldiers 
stationed at Camp Jefferson on Bacon Creek at Bonnieville or involved in the Battle of Rowletts 
Station. The 1789-1890 Rogers-Woodson Family Papers contain an 1816 minutes book about 
establishment of Woodsonville, and the 1825-1942 Rowlett-Maxey Family Papers include 
numerous letters about people, events, and weather in the county. 

There are few items filed under Warren County that are related to that portion of the county 
within the current project area. One relevant item is the will of Nicholas Croghan (1802-1826), 
who had several land holdings in the county. Nicholas was a younger brother of Dr. John Croghan. 
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There are manuscripts in the Filson collection relating to only a handful of specific historic 
communities in the project area. Most of the Munfordville manuscripts, over three dozen in total, 
deal with the Civil War, such as the Battle of Munfordville, other engagements, Camp Wood, 
camp and road conditions, troop movements, and fortification construction. Five other 
Munfordville items concern local families and businesses, land purchases, the history of the 
Presbyterian Church, and community life. Three Cave City items are Civil War accounts. Two 
Horse Cave items focus on the Civil War and state politics. A 1908 traveler’s expense book has 
entries for Horse Cave and Cave City. One letter describes boat travel to Brownsville. There is a 
small collection of items about and authored by cave expert E. Robert Pohl (1904-1973).  

Books. There are 44 books related to Mammoth Cave and the park in the Filson collection. The 
most common subject is Mammoth and other caves, and other subjects are tourism, saltpeter 
mining, natural resources, park formation and history, slavery, archeology, genealogy, and works 
of fiction. Imprints range from 1840 to 2017. Noteworthy books are An Excursion to the Mammoth 
Cave, and the Barrens of Kentucky: With Some Notices of the Early Settlement of the State by 
Robert Davidson (1840), Pictorial Guide to the Mammoth Cave, Kentucky by Horace Martin 
(1851), Incidents of Travel in the Southern States and Cuba by Carlton H. Rogers (1862), 
Mammoth Cave Romance by William Lee Popham (1911), and A Kind Older Than Kings: The 
Families of Doyel/Doyle, Gott, Garrison, Isbell, Faris, Briggs, Age, Demunbrun, Cagle & Smith 
of the Mammoth Cave Country by Vonnell Doyle-Tingle (1982). 

There are 39 “pamphlets” related to Mammoth Cave and the park in the Filson collection. 
The most common subject is Mammoth and other caves, and other subjects are park formation 
and history, tourism, railroad history, court records, archeology, geology, and regional 
economic development. A few items in the pamphlet collection are works of fiction, and the 
Mammoth Cave National Park Committee and the Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
prepared several others. Though some are not dated, imprints range from 1851 to 1974. 
Noteworthy items are On the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky by Benjamin Silliman (1851), At 
Home and Abroad: A Sketch-book of Life, Scenery and Men by Bayard Taylor (1864), The 
Mammoth Cave and Its Denizens: A Complete Descriptive Guide by Adam D. Binkerd (1869), 
and Louisville: Lincoln Farm and Mammoth Cave, Take a ‘Spin around the Loop’ by the 
Louisville Automobile Club (n.d.). 

Images. The Filson houses three sets of photographs related to Mammoth Cave. The 
Magnesium Light Views in Mammoth Cave series, published in 1866 by E. & H.T. Anthony & 
Company in New York, has 32 stereoview photographs with detailed versos of cave formations/ 
features and one of the Mammoth Cave Hotel. Many negatives are attributed to photographer 
Charles L. Waldack of Cincinnati. There are 12 stereoview photographs with brief versos from the 
Views of Mammoth Cave series, attributed to Mandeville Thum in 1876. A set of 24 images from 
the H.C. Ganter Mammoth Cave Lantern Slides series from 1889-early 1890s includes one of 
Green River and the others, cave formations/features. 

The Filson’s print collection includes a January 1862 color illustration of Union troops in 
Munfordville from an issue of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. The Filson’s postcard 
collection contains depictions of Mammoth Cave itself, as well as a ca. 1941-1949 postcard 
depicting the museum and souvenir/gift shop at the Kentucky Reptile Garden in Park City.  
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Other Resources. The Filson’s museum collection includes a sample of gypsum from 
Mammoth Cave, a portrait of the natural entrance to Mammoth Cave, a Mammoth Cave 
commemorative medal, and a 1927 bottle of Mammoth Cave Whiskey. The Filson’s map 
collection has an 1865 Johnson and Ward map of Kentucky and Tennessee with an inset of the 
entrance to Mammoth Cave, a 1927 U.S. Geological Survey map of the Mammoth Cave region 
and part of the cave, and a 1933 U.S. Geological Survey topographic map of the proposed national 
park. Other maps are an 1879 Beers map of Barren County (with insets of Cave City, Glasgow 
Junction [Park City], Glasgow, and other towns) and an 1885 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers map 
of military defenses at Munfordville. 

Viability of Materials 

The Filson Historical Society houses a mixture of relevant and useful resources for the ethno-
graphic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park, ranging from manuscripts and 
books to photographs and postcards to artifacts and maps. Some items are broadly published and 
can be found at other repositories, while other items such as personal correspondence are unique 
primary resources and are not found elsewhere. Resources at the Filson are most useful for 
identifying land uses and potential significant cultural resources in and around the park, and less 
relevant for identifying potential associated communities. Many of the Filson’s holdings can be 
searched online, but actual resources must be viewed in person at the archive in Louisville.  

Extent of Utilization 

Based on resources available at the Filson, the research team identified over 150 potential 
cultural resources in and around Mammoth Cave National Park, including natural landscape 
features, historic structures, and military sites. Archived resources reveal important insights about 
past and present land use practices, especially agriculture, commerce, and tourism. Materials at the 
Filson enrich our understanding of the history of the Mammoth Cave area over the last two 
centuries, especially during the lengthy Mammoth Cave Estate era.  

Potential for Future Researchers 

There is considerable potential for future researchers at the Filson Historical Society. The 
research team did not examine, evaluate, or annotate a number of resources that could generate 
additional relevant information about land uses and significant cultural resources, and could help 
to identify associated communities. The inventory of relevant manuscripts and books focused on 
those keyed to Mammoth Cave, Mammoth Cave National Park, and the five counties encom-
passing the current project area. The research team did not search the holdings for specific 
surnames or community names, specific ethnographic or cultural resources, or government 
documents such as tax records and censuses. The potentially relevant manuscripts and books in 
the library’s collection were not annotated. 

The Filson’s extensive vertical files are subdivided into biographical and topical collections. 
The former contains family files, family bibles, family charts, and several genealogical collections 
that could be very useful to researchers conducting genealogical research. Another set of bio-
graphical vertical files contain materials related to hundreds of Ohio Valley artists, but the focus 
is on mainstream artists more so than folk or traditional artists. The Filson’s newspaper clippings 
collection is indexed by hundreds of surnames and thousands of subjects, such as Mammoth and 
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other caves, graveyards, houses, steamboats, and trains. This collection could be searched by 
researchers investigating particular topics. 

The Filson’s topical vertical files contain miscellaneous information on thousands of Kentucky 
history topics. Subjects include caves, cemeteries, churches, folklore, historic homes, wars 
(especially the Civil War), schools and colleges, organizations, businesses, towns, and 
transportation. Files on individuals also are included. These vertical files contain items such as 
correspondence, research notes, and other miscellaneous information. 

3.2.3  Hart County Historical Society and Hart County Museum 

Phase I Research  

Virginia Siegel conducted Phase I research in January 2016. 

Locations and Contact Information 

Hart County Historical Society and Museum 
109 Main Street 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(270) 524-0101 
http://www.hartcountymuseum.org 
 
Munfordville Welcome Center and Gift Shop 
113 Main Street 
P.O. Box 304 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(270) 524-4752 
http://www.visitmunfordville.com/Welcome_Center.html 
 
Extent of Materials 

The Hart County Historical Society features a small collection of materials related to 
Mammoth Cave and the surrounding area. Located in downtown Munfordville, the collection 
spans two working spaces. The historical society and museum, located at 109 Main Street in the 
historic Chapline Building (Section 3.4.3), is primarily an exhibit space with artifacts representing 
Hart County history. This room does have a storage closet off to the side that contains two vertical 
files with a few books and several files on Mammoth Cave. The second space, located in a separate 
building nearby at 113 Main Street, is shared with the Munfordville Welcome Center (located on 
the corner of the block). The main floor of the welcome center has a gift shop featuring Kentucky 
artists, as well as a reading room for the Hart County Historical Society that includes the Mary 
Willa Branstetter Genealogical Library. Within the reading room, there are bookcases and several 
vertical files with pertinent files named after different caves in the region. The upper floor of the 
welcome center has an exhibit space that recently featured local tobacco farming (Section 3.4.1) 
and white oak basket making (Section 3.4.2) exhibits. In all, both locations include many books, 
files, and objects. Specifically pertinent to Mammoth Cave National Park, however, are vertical 
files and books.  

http://www.hartcountymuseum.org/
http://www.visitmunfordville.com/Welcome_Center.html
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Vertical Files. Vertical files are located in the storage space of the museum and in the reading 
room of the welcome center. In the museum, there are two vertical files in the storage space. In 
the reading room, there are five or six vertical file cabinets, though one contains most of the 
Mammoth Cave materials. To access files in either space, one must ask for assistance with the 
staff of the Hart County Historical Society. The following relevant files are in each location. 
 

Hart County Museum Storage Reading Room 
Caves – Mammoth Cave – Geological Features Crystal Cave 

Mammoth Cave Master Plan and Wilderness Study Mammoth Cave 
Mammoth Cave Hotel Mammoth Onyx Cave 

Mammoth Cave National Park Concessions Mammoth Cave CCC Camps 
Mammoth Onyx Cave  
Park Mammoth Resort  

Flint Ridge  
Mammoth Cave Wilderness Plan  

Caves Pollution  
Crystal and Great Onyx Cave  
Kentucky Caves Crystal Onyx  

Kentucky Caves Diamond Caverns  
Caves – Carter Caves  

Cave Research Foundation  
Cave – Caving  

Williams, Charles  
Hidden River Cave  

Materials located within the vertical files are not indexed or searchable in an electronic catalog. 
Many of the files listed seemed to have been mixed up at some point. Items that appear to be better 
suited to different file folders show up in folders that seem to be made for different topics. It could 
be that someone accidentally mixed up the contents at some point. It appears that when items were 
added, new folders were created though the items topically correspond to existing folders. In short, 
there’s some duplication in organization. Also, newer materials such as news clippings appear to 
be kept in the reading room.  

Materials in the vertical files include letters, brochures, postcards, pamphlets, booklets, 
unbound and bound manuscripts, fliers, newsletters, newspaper clippings, magazines and other 
periodicals and individual articles from such, reports by local business groups and government 
agencies, and National Park Service reports. Some are originals, and some are copies. 

Books. While there are two books – Mammoth Cave Forgotten Stories of its People by Norman 
Warnell (1997) and Near Elko by Kenneth H. Lee (1973) – and several booklets located in the 
storage room of the museum, most books are located on the shelves lining the reading room. Like 
the vertical files, there does not appear to be an electronic index available for the resources, though 
there may be physical finding aids. Rather than using the finding aids, the researcher relied on the 
assistance of the historical society staff.  

In addition to the two books found in the storage room, the reading room in the Welcome 
Center contains the following relevant books, as well as many more on local history: Edmonson 
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County Flashlights in Folklore by Charles E. Whittle, Sr. (1978), From the Silent Grove by 
Kenneth H. Lee (n.d.), Jacob’s People by Kenneth H. Lee (n.d), Trapped! by Robert K. Murray 
and Roger W. Brucker (1979), Depths of the Earth: Caves and Cavers of the United States by 
William Halliday (1976), and A Thousand Mile Walk to the Gulf by John Muir and W.F. Badé 
(1916[1981]). 

Other Resources. Genealogical records were not examined in detail; however, there is a 
wealth of information to be discovered in the Hart County Historical Society’s Mary Willa 
Branstetter Genealogical Library, located in the Munfordville Welcome Center. The library 
features over 1,000 surname files, 300 family history books, and census, church, school, and 
Civil War records.  

In addition to vertical files and books, the Hart County Historical Society owns a copy of 
Whittle and Whittle’s (1929[2003]) map depicting the locations of landowners in the proposed 
Mammoth Cave National Park area (Figure 2). Historical Society staff said that the map is 
available for sale at Mammoth Cave National Park. In addition to the map, the Historical Society 
has on display many items related to the Hart County area, including Civil War artifacts and Native 
American projectile points. There are several artifacts related to General Bolivar Buckner and the 
General Bolivar Buckner House, which is located in Glen Lily east of Munfordville, outside the 
current project area. These include a model version of the log house, which has been documented 
by the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS).  

The museum and welcome center staff are knowledgeable about local history and places, local 
historians, and potential informants. They can be helpful resources for making contacts in the area.  

Viability of Materials 

Despite the relatively small volume of materials, the vertical files and books at the Hart County 
Historical Society and Munfordville Welcome Center contain a decent range of relevant and useful 
resources for the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park. 
However, most items appear to broadly published and likely can be found at other repositories, 
with genealogical records and a small collection of letters and manuscript drafts the only items 
that are unlikely to be found elsewhere.  

The resources located in the Hart County Historical Society are perhaps most useful in 
identifying individuals and families from the area, but the extensive collection of newspaper 
clippings are also useful in identifying additional potential traditionally associated peoples and 
affiliated communities, such as the Wild Turkey Federation or local 4-H clubs through the 
University of Kentucky Extension Office. The Historical Society’s small collection of letters from 
prominent local lawyers and stakeholders serves as a window into Hart County residents’ 
responses to various assessments that have been open to public comment in the past. Several 
resources focus specifically on cultural resources identification, management, preservation, and 
utilization, and hence are relevant for identifying potentially significant ethnographic resources. 
News clippings, for instance, document restoration work that has been completed in the past, as 
well as environmental concerns such as pollution and wildlife populations. Several resources – 
specifically letters, brochures, and news clippings – focus on tourism and recreational development 
around Mammoth Cave, including the park hotel and concessions.  
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Some of the historical society’s resources were gathered by staff, but many were sent to 
them, seemingly unsolicited, by local families, scholars who wished to share their relevant 
research, and, in small number, visitors who wished to repatriate postcards and items they had 
collected in their travels to the Mammoth Cave region. These items, including letters, 
manuscripts, and inscribed books, reveal that individuals, whether local or visiting, regard the 
Hart County Historical Society as a trusted place to send artifacts or research of interest for safe-
keeping and for public access.  

Extent of Utilization 

The research team examined and annotated relevant resources in the three most relevant 
drawers of the vertical files (Mammoth Cave, Edmonson County, and Kentucky), generating 
roughly 11 pages of notes. About 40 potential traditionally associated peoples, affiliated 
communities, and informants were identified, including recreational groups, school associations, 
and church congregations. About 20 potential ethnographic resources were identified, including 
natural landscape features, historic structures, and industrial sites. As with the Edmonson County 
Public Library, resources also reveal important insights about past and present land use practices, 
as well as community perceptions of appropriate and desirable land/resource uses and 
development, including ways that local communities have attempted and are attempting to adjust 
to the park’s creation and its positive and negative economic impacts.  

Potential for Future Researchers 

The research team did not examine, evaluate, or annotate the genealogical records of the Hart 
County Historical Society, nor the artifacts located within the museum exhibit space and storage 
area. If future researchers are interested in particular families with affiliations to the park and 
surrounding area, they should review in detail the genealogical records in the Mary Willa 
Branstetter Genealogical Library, which includes over 1,000 surname files, 300 family history 
books, and census, church, school, and Civil War records. Additionally, in the absence of a finding 
aid, research at the Hart County Historical Society to date has been guided by the knowledge of 
the museum staff. There are perhaps additional potentially relevant books or vertical files that have 
not yet been investigated because they may not appear initially relevant to Hart County Historical 
Society staff. 

3.2.4  Horse Cave Free Public Library 

Phase I Research  

Research assistants Bethany Bryant and Amanda Tinch conducted Phase I research in July 2016. 

Location 

111 Higbee Street in City Hall 
Horse Cave, KY 42749 
(270) 786-1130 
http://www.horsecaveky.com/free-public-library  
 
 

http://www.horsecaveky.com/free-public-library
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Background 

The library has an interesting history. It was founded in 1912 as a consolidation of the Horse 
Cave Graded School Library and the Progressive Club Library. The Progressive Club was a group 
of local women who met monthly to discuss music, novels, and history to keep themselves from 
“rusting out” at home. They solicited donations of books and money from former club members, 
acquaintances, and anyone else who might be interested in community improvement. The library 
opened January 1, 1913 with 30 donated books and a traveling library of 50 books from the 
Kentucky Library Commission. There was opposition in town. One club member said, “The town 
swore there was no need for it. The women didn’t have time to read, the City Council said; the 
children got enough reading at school and the men weren’t interested” (The City of Horse Cave 
2016:1). Pearle Hutchens, who was the sole employee of the library for 46 years, might be a 
relevant informant for the research project.  

Extent of Materials 

The Horse Cave Free Public Library in Horse Cave houses a small collection of primary and 
secondary materials related to Mammoth Cave National Park and the surrounding region, 
particularly Hart and Barren counties. Most items on the bookcases have not been labeled with 
Library of Congress numbers, indicating that they are neither indexed nor searchable. Some of 
them, such as family genealogy research and church histories, consist of unbound manuscripts.  

The majority of relevant resources are located together on one bookcase, located on the left-
hand wall in the front room of the library across from the circulation desk. They focus on a variety 
of topics including county histories, family genealogical research, local organizations such as the 
Hart County Retired Teachers Association, African American history, county records (e.g., census, 
birth, marriage, and death records), Mammoth Cave, other notable caves in the area such as Crystal 
Cave, and the Floyd Collins story.  

Viability of Materials 

Materials reviewed include a range of useful resources and cover a variety of topics that 
provide general context and specific information about relevant individuals and communities 
associated with the project area. Examples include Barren County Heritage and Southern 
Kentuckians: Historical Sketches of the Barren and Surrounding Counties in Kentucky by Cecil 
E. Goode, Hart County Retired Teachers Association, Annual Hart County Homes Tour, 
Broomsedge Chronicles: Mysterious Happenings, Kentucky History: The Memorial Record of 
Western Kentucky Vol. 1, Discover Hart County Kentucky, Kentucky Resource to Economic 
Development in Hart County, Horse Cave During the Civil War and Its Soldiers by Martin R. 
Brauchele, The Times of Long Ago by Franklin Gorin, Folk Medicine of the Mammoth Cave Area 
by Lynwood Montell, and The Spirit of Memorial [Consolidated High School] by Frances Moss. 
Genealogical resources cover the Buckner, Cherry, Choate, Dunnagan, Edwards, Greenstreet, 
Johnson, McDaniel, Rhea, Singleton, Stevenson, and other local families. 

Extent of Utilization 

Some of the materials at the Horse Cave Free Public Library are available at other repositories, 
while others are unique to this repository. The resources contained relevant content about several 
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types of traditionally associated peoples – civic organizations, descendants, neighborhoods, school 
groups and associations – and cultural resources – business and commerce, government, medicine, 
military, residences, and tourist attractions – in the project area. Potentially relevant books in the 
library’s general collection were not investigated 

Potential for Future Researchers 

Researchers interested in genealogies of particular families or local and regional history likely 
will find useful information in the repository, as well as access to local individuals with extensive 
knowledge about the county, its history and culture, and its residents. 

3.2.5 Kentucky Heritage Council 

Phase I Research  

Michael Ann Williams and graduate student Sydney Varajon conducted Phase I research 
between December 2015 and March 2016. Darlene Applegate conducted additional research in 
October 2019. 

Location 

410 High Street [formerly 300 Washington Street] 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-7005 
https://www.heritage.ky.gov/ 
 
Extent of Materials 

The Kentucky Heritage Council is Kentucky’s state historic preservation office. An agency of 
the Kentucky Tourism, Arts, and Heritage Cabinet, the KHC is responsible for the identification, 
protection and preservation of prehistoric resources and historic buildings, sites, and cultural 
resources throughout the Commonwealth. The KHC administers the state Main Street and Certified 
Local Government programs, prepares statewide historic contexts and preservation plans, conducts 
county-wide cultural resources surveys and inventories, assists with preservation planning, 
oversees several state commissions, and provides statewide review of National Register 
nominations. It also co-sponsors an annual archeology conference and publishes original 
archeological research. At the time of the Phase I research, the KHC was located in a historic house 
on Washington Street in Frankfort. Since then, the state agency and its holdings moved to a new 
location in Frankfort, the historic Barstow House on High Street. 

 
Though not chiefly an archive, the KHC houses an important collection of documentary 

materials, including primary and secondary sources. Its holdings include thousands of historic 
building survey forms, National Register nomination forms, and its own planning documents and 
publication series. Some of these materials are available for download as pdf documents on the 
KHC’s web site, but the majority are printed resources held at the KHC. The KHC’s collections 
are accessible to researchers on weekdays by appointment.  

https://www.heritage.ky.gov/
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Vertical Files. The main relevant resource for the current project is the vertical files, which at 
the time of review were located in the Washington Street building in two rooms of filing cabinets 
on the first floor. The labels on the filing cabinet drawers organize the files alphabetically by 
county. Materials in the vertical files primarily are survey forms of individual properties, with 
some landmark recognition certificates and copies of National Register nominations. Some 
documents are originals, and some are photocopies. 

Most of the materials in the vertical files are in tabbed folders organized by county and labeled 
with headings related to survey name, but they are not digitized or searchable on the KHC’s 
electronic database. The KHC houses architectural survey materials related to Mammoth Cave 
National Park and the surrounding region, including Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, Hart, and 
Warren counties. 

The current research project deals with twelve quadrangles in and surrounding Mammoth Cave 
National Park, but the KHC vertical files are organized by county and not by quadrangle. This 
necessitated searching item-by-item through each folder for potentially relevant resources. To 
facilitate the archival research, KHC staff provided a printed list of surveyed properties on each of 
the 12 quadrangle maps comprising the current project area. 

• The Bee Spring materials, filed in the Edmonson County and Grayson County drawers, 
contained 13 survey forms. This number matched the number of properties listed as 
having been surveyed.  

• The Bristow materials, found in the Warren County drawer, contained 48 survey forms, 
although 103 properties were listed as having been surveyed. One folder from this drawer 
was missing or in use by another researcher. 

• The Brownsville materials, found in the Edmonson County drawer, contained 64 forms of 
the 66 properties that were listed. 

• The Cub Run materials, found in the Hart County drawer, contained 13 forms, consistent 
with the list of surveyed properties. 

• The Glasgow North materials, found in the Barren County drawer, contained 43 forms of 
the 58 listed surveyed properties.  

• The Horse Cave materials, found in the Barren County and Hart County drawers, had 195 
of the 349 that were on the list of surveyed properties. Three folders from this drawer 
were missing or were in use by another researcher.  

• The Mammoth Cave materials, found in the drawers for Barren, Edmonson, and Hart 
counties, contained 92 forms, consistent with the list of surveyed properties. 

• The Munfordville materials, found in the Hart County drawer, contained 100 forms of the 
listed 130 surveyed properties. 

• There currently are no survey forms for the Nolin Lake quad. 

• The Park City materials, found in the Barren County and Edmonson County drawers, 
contained 48 forms of the listed 52 surveyed properties.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 72 

• The Rhoda materials, found in the Edmonson County drawer, contained 40 survey forms 
of the listed 43 surveyed properties.  

• The Smiths Grove materials, found in the drawers for Barren, Edmonson, and Warren 
counties, contained 119 forms of the listed 300 properties. Three folders from this drawer 
were missing or were in use by another researcher.  

Books. Several publications prepared by or for the Kentucky Heritage Council are relevant to 
the current research project. Agricultural and Domestic Outbuildings in Central and Western 
Kentucky, 1800-1865 by Rachel Kennedy and William Macintire (1999) discusses 19th century 
agriculture and describes the many types of domestic, agricultural, crop storage, animal housing, 
and other outbuildings that characterized Antebellum farmsteads of middle-upper income farmers. 
Kentucky Historic Schools Survey by Rachel Kennedy and Cynthia Johnson (2002) covers the 
history of schools and educational facility design in the Commonwealth.  

Roadside Architecture of Kentucky’s Dixie Highways by Rachel Kennedy and William Mac-
intire (2004), a comprehensive conference field trip guide book, describes early roads, railroads, 
automobile travel, and development of the Dixie Highways and other road systems. The book also 
describes significant cultural resources along Dixie Highway. On the Road: Kentucky’s Roadside 
Commercial Architecture 1920-1960 by the KHC (n.d.) covers architecture associated with drive-
in theaters, “ducks,” gas stations, miniature golf, motels, restaurants, signs, stores, and tourism 
sites.  

Two publications by William Macintire – The Pioneer Log House in Kentucky (1998) and 
From Log House to Cabin: Building in Log in Kentucky (n.d.) – cover the historical origins and 
development of log architecture, functional types of log buildings, cabins versus houses, house 
plans, architectural elements (e.g., foundations, floors, walls, roofs, siding), furnishings, and 
popular perceptions and misconceptions about log architecture.  

Past Accomplishments and Future Directions: The Kentucky State Archaeology Plan, edited 
by David Pollack (2008), is a two-volume set that provides a detailed synthesis of archeological 
research and sites in the Commonwealth, organized by time period from the Paleoindian through 
Historic time periods. 

Viability of Materials 

Despite the absence of some materials, the vertical files at the Kentucky Heritage Council 
contain a good range of relevant and useful resources for the ethnographic overview and assess-
ment of Mammoth Cave National Park. Some information is published elsewhere, as some 
surveyed properties are listed in the National Register. In these cases, information like that on the 
survey form and more complete description and historical contexts can be found. Most of these 
can be accessed via the National Park Service’s online database. The vertical files focus 
specifically on cultural resources identification in the form of architectural surveys. The survey 
forms help identify important buildings and places, architectural patterns, local businesses and 
industries, and other subjects. They are most useful for identifying potential traditionally 
associated sites, buildings, and significant cultural resources in and around the park.  
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The KHC-published books contain background content that is relevant for contextualizing 
several land uses of interest in the project area: agriculture, farming, farms, and farmsteads 
(Section 3.4.1); business and commerce (Section 3.4.3); education and schools (Section 3.4.5); 
recreation and sports (Section 3.4.16); residential, homes, homeplaces, and homesteads (Section 
3.4.18); tourism (Section 3.4.19); and transportation (Section 3.4.20). Several of these publications 
also describe specific cultural resources in the project area that are potentially significant.  

The resources at the Kentucky Heritage Council are not relevant for identifying historically 
associated communities in the project area. 

Extent of Utilization 

The research team examined relevant resources totaling 775 of the 1,219 (64%) survey forms 
available in five drawers of the vertical files (Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, Hart, and Warren 
counties) at the Kentucky Heritage Council. From these surveys, potential cultural resources were 
identified, including natural landscape features, historic structures, and industrial sites. As part of 
the Spring 2016 Cultural Conservation course at Western Kentucky University, graduate students 
supervised by Michael Ann Williams worked to update the existing survey forms, survey new 
properties, and make recommendations of properties considered eligible for listing in the National 
Register. 

The KHC publications were used to prepare context for seven historic land uses in the project 
area. The books contain information about 22 specific cultural resources that are potentially 
significant to communities associated with the park. 

Potential for Future Researchers 

 The research team did not examine, evaluate, or annotate the 444 survey forms that were not 
available during the archival research visits. These forms likely will generate additional relevant 
information about the built landscape and significant cultural resources in the Mammoth Cave 
region.  

3.2.6  Kentucky Historical Society 

Phase I Research 

Brent Björkman and Michael Ann Williams initiated Phase I research in November 2015. Kate 
Hudepohl conducted additional research in July 2017. 

Location 

Martin F. Schmidt Research Library  
100 West Broadway 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
(502) 564-1792 
http://history.ky.gov  

 

http://history.ky.gov/
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Background 

Founded in 1836, the Kentucky Historical Society’s goal is to preserve the “history of the 
Commonwealth.” As part of the catalog and research tools, users can search online through the 
society’s library catalog, digital collections, and artifacts. When visiting the Martin F. Schmidt 
Research Library, users have access to Ancestry Library Edition, Louisville Courier-Journal 
Online, American Periodicals, Fold3 Library Edition, Kentucky Ancestors Online, Kentucky 
Encyclopedia Web Editions, and Kentucky Virtual Library. Outside of the library setting, users 
can connect remotely and search through these databases: Civil Rights Movement in Kentucky, 
Pass the Word, FamilySearch, FindAGrave.com, Kentucky Department for Libraries and 
Archives, Kentucky Genealogical Society, Kentucky Land Office, Kentucky National Digital 
Newspaper Program (University of Kentucky Libraries), Kentucky Photo Archive, Lexington 
Public Library Kentucky Room and Local History Index, and Worldcat.org. In addition, users 
within or outside the library may search the catalog for local holdings at the Research Library. 

The Martin F. Schmidt Research Library on the second floor of the KHS building contains 
resources housed in a publicly accessible area and in closed stacks. The public space is divided 
into two sections: a large room with numerous library tables and a large room labeled “general 
stacks.” The room with library tables includes a staffed reference desk, computer terminals, and 
research materials against the walls (such as a series of map cabinets for oversized maps). The 
public section labeled “general stacks” is full of a series of bookshelves, one aisle of filing cabinets, 
and microfiche readers. 

The vertical files are grouped into different types of information. One section of cabinets 
includes files organized alphabetically by county with various subjects covered, for instance: 
churches, historic buildings, history, maps, and schools. Most of the materials in these files are 
newspaper clippings but also include summary sheets of information, copies of original art, 
published articles, and various kinds of USGS maps. Next to that section is a section of filing 
cabinets with vertical files organized by subject name, including: medicine, midwifery, river pilots, 
and schools. Across from those two sections is a row of file cabinets with surname vertical files 
for genealogy research.  

The rest of the “general stacks” is color-coded shelving units that include a section for 
counties (green), general stacks and other states (yellow), family histories (orange), and journals 
separated by Kentucky-focused (e.g., The KHS Register) and broader-focused (e.g., Magazine 
of History). 

Items in closed stacks, identified through a catalog search, can be requested for review in a 
supervised area.  

Extent of Materials 

The following report was generated based on a search of the KHS database and four site visits 
to examine specific items. 

Publicly Accessible Items. The library catalog, searchable remotely, returns 96 items with the 
search term “mammoth cave.” Entries include books such as Mammoth Cave by John Wagonner 
et. al., Mammoth Cave National Park: Reflections by Raymond Klass, and Hovey’s Handbook of 
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the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky by Horace Carter Hovey. A search of the catalog for Mammoth 
Cave – Barren County, returns a result of 244 items. A search of the catalog for Mammoth Cave – 
Edmonson County returns a result of 59 items; for Mammoth Cave – Grayson County, 107 items; 
and for Mammoth Cave – Hart, 79 results. Items in the county searches include county histories, 
compilations of marriage bonds, census data, and county-specific publications like the Hart 
County Historical Society Quarterly. When known, the Kentucky Historical Society library 
catalog notes other institutions holding copies of resources. 

The vertical files for four of the five counties in the project area were examined: Barren, 
Edmonson, Grayson, and Hart. Select subject files also were reviewed, including civil defense, 
Civilian Conservation Corps, medicine, midwifery, river pilots, and rivers.  

Vertical files on the counties produced some relevant, but already encountered, information. 
For instance, in the files about Barren County there are clippings about churches (e.g., Union 
Church, Salem Church), historic buildings (e.g., Wigwam Village), and place names. In the 
vertical files related to Edmonson County clippings talk about historic buildings (e.g., 
Chameleon Hotel, Edmonson County Courthouse), churches (e.g., Dripping Springs Baptist 
Church), places (e.g., Dismal Rock, Chalybeate Springs, Sulphur Springs, Indian Hill, Nolin 
River Dam and Lake), historical markers, Civil War battlefield sites, and cemeteries, among 
other topics. Similarly, with Grayson County files, clippings included information on historic 
buildings, churches, historical markers, and cemeteries, many of which are outside the current 
project area. And, finally, the vertical files related to Hart County hold clippings on similar 
topics. 

Topical vertical files were more hit-and-miss with less apparent relevance to the project. One 
interesting item, in the Rivers (Green River) vertical file, is an article about the artist George Dabbs 
(1882-1967), resident of Morgantown. Mr. Dabbs took photos and painted scenes on the Green 
River, including ones created during excursions he and his wife took to Mammoth Cave on the 
steamboat Chaperon. Copies of a number of his photos also are housed in the Special Collections 
Library at Western Kentucky University (see below).  

Closed Stacks. Closed stacks include difficult-to-find or unique items. For instance, a book on 
Civil Defense, Home Protection Exercises: A Family Action Plan, published by the United States 
Office of Civil and Defense Mobilization, is only accessible by special request and must be 
reviewed on site. Likewise, a family photo album from a family reunion in Barren County is only 
accessible by special request in the same manner. Though several items from closed stacks were 
examined, none were referenced for this project. 

Viability of Materials 

There is substantial information both in stacks and in vertical files related to counties relevant 
to the project. While much of it is not necessarily directly related to Mammoth Cave per se, it 
provides interesting context for the project area. 

Extent of Utilization 

Notes taken during site visits were incorporated into the Phase I report.  
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Potential for Future Researchers 

Much of the information available at the Kentucky Historical Society, particularly in the 
stacks, is available at other locales. However, because materials are concentrated and there is 
also access to external databases as noted above, the Kentucky Historical Society is a fruitful 
location for searching various topics. Vertical files, because they are curated and maintained by 
individual librarians, are bound to include a unique combination of information from various 
sources.  

3.2.7  Mammoth Cave National Park Archives 

Phase I Research 

Kate Hudepohl initiated Phase I research in December 2015. She and Darlene Applegate 
conducted additional research in July 2017. 

Location 

1 Mammoth Cave Parkway 
P.O. Box 7 
Mammoth Cave, KY 42259 
(270) 758-2180 
https://www.nps.gov/maca/  

Background 

Most of the collection is housed in a climate-controlled, locked storage area. Some items are 
located in other areas including the curator’s office (the gateway to the storage area), a room 
attached to the curator’s office, and a building behind the archive. Artwork is distributed 
throughout the park. The archive is not open to the public and there is no publicly searchable 
database, though some items are listed on http://openparksnetwork.org/. Individuals may contact 
the curator for help in locating particular kinds of information and may be granted access to the 
archive for valid research reasons.  

Using terms as defined by the National Park Service and U.S. Department of the Interior, 
collections in the archive include cultural resources (archeological, ethnological, and historical) 
and natural history items (biological, geological, and paleontological). Although most items are 
associated with Mammoth Cave National Park, the facility stores items from other locales such as 
Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park and Cumberland Piedmont Network. This 
report focuses on archival items, one of the two types of historical cultural resources, the other 
type being artworks.  

Extent of Materials 

This report is based on several visits to the archive proper. Activities during visits included a 
tour of the storage space with the curator, an oral review of numbered archive finding aids with 
the curator, and detailed examination of select items housed in the archives.  

https://www.nps.gov/maca/
http://openparksnetwork.org/
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Organization of Archive. A series of moving shelves are located on the far-left wall of the 
archive. Rows are numbered at each end, and shelves contain a mix of materials (e.g., archival, 
historical, natural history). Most items are related to Mammoth Cave National Park but there are 
substantial amounts of materials related to Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park 
and the Cumberland Piedmont Network. Examples of items on the shelves include archival books, 
insect collections, Ken Carstens and Washington University fieldnotes, Joe Meiman office papers, 
Louis Cutliff collections, SEAC archeological collections, donor cards from Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace National Historical Park, and plant samples.  

Throughout the space are a series of palettes, metal shelving units, and map cases. A network 
of aisles snakes through the various storage units. Material stored includes items such as furniture 
(e.g., a sofa from the old hotel), cave-related material culture (e.g., lanterns, saltpeter mining tools, 
dipper used to bring water to Floyd Collins), Native American objects (e.g., nutting stones), 
archival materials (e.g., maps, park administrative documents), hotel registers, indexed animal and 
plant remains, and a catalog of items retrieved when cleaning the cave. 

Relevant Materials. Materials examined in detail included examples of tour schedules and 
weekly schedules of events to ascertain both NPS focus and visitor interest. Photographs from 
visitors to Mammoth Cave – not only cave tour groups but also automobile clubs and photos of 
accoutrements such as the special costumes rented to tourists – were evaluated as important visual 
sources of information. A study, An In-Depth Study of the Cave Area’s Tourism Grown Potential 
(1991-1992), was examined in some detail. The author, Debby Spencer, a Tourism Consultant 
with the Institute for Economic Development at Western Kentucky University, produced a 
thorough but superficial snapshot of tourism activities in the area from 1991-1992.  

The most relevant items in the archive, in particular oral history tapes, were examined in more 
detail. Listening to the tapes was not in the scope of work, so an inventory of who had been 
interviewed was gathered. A note with the tapes indicated that some may be transcribed, but most 
are not; some copies of transcriptions may be located at the Manuscripts and Folklife Archives at 
Western Kentucky University.  

Mammoth Cave Oral History Collection Cave Research Foundation interviews* 
Mammoth Cave National Park Dedication, 1946 Jerry Jewel 
Joe Kulesza, Civilian Conservation Corps Lute Lee 
O.L. Thomas, Civilian Conservation Corps Lute Lee and Travis Blair 
Vernon Wells Kenneth Lee 
Arthur Lundahl (2 cassettes) Short Coats 
The Pre-Park Joppa Community Wade Highbough 
Terry Langford Lyman Cutliff 
Dr. Guy Prentiss Earl Dickey 
Lewis Cutliff Lucy Perry Cox 
Mr. Lonnie Hogan Ellis James (or Jones) 
Mammoth Cave Church  Wade Highball 
Bernie Cox/Joe Lyons   * partial listing 
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Viability of Materials 

As previously stated, most of the collection is directly relevant to Mammoth Cave, and even 
when limiting consideration of materials to historical cultural resources, there is an overwhelming 
plethora of relevant items. Due to limited time, only some items were examined. Particularly 
disappointing was the limited consideration of the oral history data because much of it was 
contained on cassette tapes and not transcribed. 

Extent of Utilization 

A detailed list of resources was created after searching specific terms in the online database. 
Notes on select resources was consulted during the creation of the report. Information gleaned 
from maps was also utilized for the report. Particularly useful was the Preliminary Master Plan 
Sketch for the Proposed Park Area Mammoth Cave National Park map with hand-written notations 
about various important sites around the park. 

Potential for Future Researchers 

The archive at Mammoth Cave National Park constitutes a tremendous resource for 
researchers. A challenge is that a researcher almost has to know what to ask for in advance as there 
is no publicly searchable database and limited ability to conduct an on-site catalog search. Every 
shelf holds treasures relevant to infinite projects. A recommended project in the near future would 
be systematic back-up and transcription of oral history interviews, maintaining digital and hard 
copies to facilitate future research projects by park personnel and outside researchers. 

3.2.8  South Central Kentucky Cultural Center 

Phase I Research 

Erika Brady conducted Phase I research in December 2015. Student assistant Amber Burdine 
conducted additional research in February 2020.  

Location 

200 West Water Street 
Glasgow, KY 42141 
(270) 651-9792 
https://www.kyculturalcenter.org/ 

Extent of Materials 

The South Central Kentucky Cultural Center in Glasgow houses a large collection of 
information on the Barrens region and Barren County. Because the Barrens includes the greater 
Mammoth Cave area, there is a small collection of materials related to the project area, though 
they are secondary to the Barren County resources. The two most important resources available 
are the exhibit on Mammoth Cave on the second floor of the museum and the Genealogy and 
Archive Library. 

https://www.kyculturalcenter.org/
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Exhibit. The museum portion of the Cultural Center houses an exhibit on Mammoth Cave in 
the middle of the first room on the right. Surrounding a support beam in the area is a history of 
Mammoth Cave area hotels. This section is complete with photographs, hotel dishes, and hotel 
ledgers. The main cases in the exhibit hold materials related to travel to and within the cave region, 
tourism of the area, people who led the first tours, Mammoth Cave in the media, and uses for the 
cave. The physical materials here include several brochures, caving artifacts, a host of individual 
photographs, a binder of photographs that accompanied the exhibit, newspapers and newspaper 
clippings, and a rather impressive map showing the private caves of the Mammoth Cave system, 
which was photographed. 

Genealogy and Archive Library. There are two five-drawer file cabinets and five three-drawer 
file cabinets in the library. Most contain hundreds of family histories arranged alphabetically by 
last name. The five-drawer cabinet located directly to the right of the room entrance – labeled 
“Local History, Events, Places, People, Buildings, Businesses” – holds information on churches, 
cemeteries, events, and other happenings in the greater Barrens region.  

One file on Mammoth Cave was provided by a Center volunteer. The one-inch manila folder 
contained a range of information including an interesting pamphlet on witchcraft in the Barrens, a 
pamphlet on Folk Medicine of the Mammoth Cave Area, an essay titled The Cave House: A 
Description and Timeline with Traveler’s Accounts of the Old Mammoth Cave Hotel, and a small 
book Mummies of Mammoth Cave. Of particular interest because of their uniqueness were a series 
of maps showing park development plans and groundwater in the Mammoth Cave area, as well as 
a Mammoth Cave National Park planning proposal from March 1973.  

There were several bookshelves in the library, one wall of which were labelled “County 
Books.” The selection on Edmonson County was twelve books on varying unrelated subjects. 
The “Kentucky Books” section and four shelves on “Religion” did not hold relevant materials. 
Parallel to the “County Books” were several shelves on “State Records” listed alphabetically by 
state, one shelf on the War of 1812, one shelf on the American Revolution, and two shelves on 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. The two bookshelves next to the filing cabinet on 
local history contained information on the Civil War and more family histories, these stored in 
binders. Parallel to these shelves were shelves containing binders of family histories specific to 
Barren County. Two binders, one for the bookshelves and one for the filing cabinets, index the 
archives, giving direct locations to materials, making them easily searchable, though these are 
not digitized. 

Other Resources. The library also has an archive of newspapers spanning over a century. These 
are available to view in hard copy, but are in the process of being digitized to aid in their 
preservation. These digital papers are available for browsing on a single computer next to a table 
set-up for research outside the library room. Digitized marriage records are also available for 
viewing here. Any of these documents can be printed for $0.25 per sheet. This fee also applies to 
any photocopies taken of hard materials, but Center volunteers permitted allowed visitors to take 
digital photographs for free. Above this computer is a painted map showing the current and former 
Barren County boundaries, which was photographed. This was accompanied by a binder that 
showed the shifting Kentucky counties by year, dating to the 1770s when Kentucky was a county 
of Virginia. Knowing the changes in county boundaries over time is important when looking for 
genealogical records by county. 
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Center volunteers were knowledgeable about the museum, its resources, and local history. 
They indicated that the collection continues to grow because many of the family histories they 
acquire are donated copies of research conducted by local genealogists who used the library 
resources. As such, the volunteers may be useful in identifying potential local informants. 

Viability of Materials 

While the museum as a whole holds a vast amount of materials, very few of them are specific 
to the Mammoth Cave region. Most secondary items concerning Mammoth Cave could be found 
in common circulation, though most of the primary source materials, such as hotel ledgers, 
newspapers, and photographs are unique to the collection. There are vast amounts of family, 
church, and cemetery data spanning the Barrens region, and some of this overlaps with the 
Mammoth Cave region. These archives would be most useful if researching particular families. 
Because much genealogical information in the library represents research conducted by local 
historians, that in-and-of-itself could provide interesting information on emic values and interests 
in the area.  

Extent of Utilization 

Resources found at this locale were not used extensively for this report. 

Potential for Future Research 

There are hundreds of family records located in the museum archive that, when examined in 
detail, could provide vast amounts of information on use and allocation of land, family ties and 
values, and possible important contacts. Because of the proximity and importance of the cave to 
local tourism and business opportunities, newspaper records have the potential to provide a wealth 
of information. 

3.2.9  Western Kentucky University Special Collections (formerly the Kentucky Library) 
 
Phase I Research 

Erika Brady and Darlene Applegate initiated Phase I research in November 2015. Graduate 
student A. Kay Westhues conducted additional research in July 2016. 

Location 

Kentucky Building 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
(270) 745-5083 
http://www.wku.edu/library/disc/  

Extent of Materials 

The Special Collections library is located on the second floor of the Kentucky Museum on 
WKU’s Bowling Green campus. Most of the Mammoth Cave material in Special Collections is 

http://www.wku.edu/library/disc/
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searchable online, with the exception of the vertical files. Books can be searched by visiting the 
WKU Library website at www3.wku.edu/library and limiting the search scope to the WKU Library 
Catalog, and then to “Available in Special Collections.” For non-book materials – including objects 
like a 19th century saltpeter kettle, guide’s torch stick, and a 1908 Mammoth Cave souvenir doll – 
researchers can search the Ken-Cat catalog at westernkentuckyuniversity.pastperfectonline.com.  

Vertical files are not searchable on the library’s electronic catalogs, but those related to 
Mammoth Cave are listed in Appendix I: Mammoth Cave at the Kentucky Library and Museum, 
an Excel spreadsheet created in 2002 by Jonathon Jeffrey, Head of the Department of Library 
Special Collections. This compilation of over 500 resources also lists many articles in periodicals, 
which otherwise can be difficult to locate. Mammoth Cave resources held in Special Collections 
at that time are listed in this comprehensive inventory.  

Books. The library’s online catalog listed 193 books containing content related to Mammoth 
Cave. Relevant items focus on a variety of topics including 19th and early 20th century travelers’ 
accounts, histories concerning the formation of the park, cave explorers and guides, local African 
American history, tourism, saltpeter mining, archeological resources, geology of Mammoth Cave, 
natural resources in the park, folklore of the Mammoth Cave region, pictorial books, and poetry 
books. Government reports, mostly regarding the Mammoth Cave National Park Master Plan, are 
also indexed as books in the main library catalog. 

Articles. Specific articles are difficult to find using the library’s electronic catalog, but the 
following periodicals in the Special Collection are indexed and contain numerous articles about 
Mammoth Cave: The Journal of Spelean History, NSS News, Kentucky Folklore Record, North 
Carolina Folklore, Back Home in Kentucky, Kentucky Explorer, Hart County Historical Society 
Quarterly, Filson Club History Quarterly, and The State Normal Bulletin.  

Vertical Files. Vertical files related to Mammoth Cave are located in one file cabinet. 
Resources are labeled by key words and arranged alphabetically by those key words, as listed 
below. Vertical files are not indexed or searchable on the library’s electronic catalogs.  
 

Vertical File Key Words Summary of Contents 
Mammoth Cave: Acts  legislation to make create national park 
Mammoth Cave National Park Archeology archeological research in park 
Mammoth Cave National Park Bibliography bibliographies of resources 
Mammoth Cave National Park Brochures various pamphlets and brochures 
Mammoth Cave National Park Brochures #1 various pamphlets and brochures 
Mammoth Cave CCC Camps  creation and operation of Civilian Conservation 

Corps camps in park; types of work projects 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Cave Cave Wars; New Discovery (Mammoth Cave 

connected to Flint Ridge); National Park Service 
new acquisitions; eyeless fish; discovery of the 
mummy; LIFE article about Mammoth Cave; 1947 
Holiday article about Leo Hunt, cave guide; park 
dedication; park ferries (Lonzo Spillman 1992); 
map; Biosphere Reserve; 1995 database of names 
in cave; 1994 “C” rating by national Parks and 
Conservation Association  

http://www3.wku.edu/library/
http://westernkentuckyuniversity.pastperfectonline.com/
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Vertical File Key Words Summary of Contents 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Cave Life 1989 article about salmonella found in cave; 

eyeless fish; Translation of 1854 Entomological 
Studies by Victor de Motschulsky;1871 article 
Mammoth Cave and How It Was Made; 1980 
article about removing dam; cave shrimp; 
Earthwatch team mapping cave 1994; New 
Discovery; 1992 TIME article 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Cave Maps 1845 Stephon Bishop map; 1909 Dr. Hovey’s 
guide map; cave tour maps; Mammoth Cave 
National Park maps; New Discovery 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Cave 
Research Foundation 

1983 Roppel Cave connection; 1972 CRF 
Discovers More Caves, Endorses Master Plan; 1959 
CRF article in Science magazine; 1969 CRF 
publication list; CRF 1961 report – The Flint Ridge 
Cave System: A Wilderness Opportunity; CRF 
1962 report - Groundwater Problems in Flint Ridge 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Cavelands 
Heritage Center 

2004 articles about the construction of the 
Cavelands Heritage Center in Park City 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Caverns of 
Enchantment 

Book published in 1940 by the Mammoth Cave 
Operating Committee 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Cholera 
Epidemic 

1854 Account of Trip Through mammoth Cave 
and the Cholera Epidemic, by Ellen Lucas 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Christmas 
Tree 

Articles on the Christmas tree and on the 
Christmas Sing in the Cave 1968-85 

Mammoth Cave National Park - Concessions Articles about National Parks Concession Inc., 
1941-58; 100-year anniversary of NPCI 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Dedication 
(to Become a National Park) 

Articles about MCNP gaining National Park 
status; articles announcing and describing 
dedication; 1927 Edmondson County News ad for 
dedication; Dedication Program of Ceremonies 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Entrance 1926 letter to the Mammoth Cave Development 
Company from George Morrison (Cave Wars); 
articles on New Entrance; 1955 article on Cave 
City injunction to block new entrance road 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Articles about pollution of Mammoth Cave (1978-
1984) 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Fauna of 
Mammoth Cave 

Articles on poaching, deer disease, butterflies, 
cougars, eagles, hawks; 1872 report on the Cave 
Fauna of Indiana; 2002/04 WKU/MCNP research 
agreements 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Association 
(Misc. 1 of 2) 

Articles about cave wars; park land acquisition; 
1978 Master Plan; Green River bridge 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Association 
(Misc. 2 of 2) 

Articles about cave wars; park land acquisition; 
KY National Park Commission; 1927 Edmondson 
County organizational chart for MCNP campaign; 
1969 Master Plan; 1974 remarks by Sarah Rodeo 
Graham at the MCPA annual meeting; MCNP 
hotel demolition; 1947 letter- “Dam Seen Threat to 
Echo River”; Great Onyx Job Corps  

Mammoth Cave National Park – Association correspondence 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Association  member lists 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Association meeting minutes 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Association resolutions 
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Vertical File Key Words Summary of Contents 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Ferries  Article about dry weather closing ferries (2005) 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Flame 
Throwers 

1954 article about this practice 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Flora  1931 proposed regional arboretum; tree-of-heaven; 
ferns; wildflowers; controlled burns; chestnut trees; 
ginseng; Long-Term Ecological Monitoring Program 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Funds  Early fundraising efforts; MCNP and federal 
budget cuts (1969, 1986, 1995); Mammoth Cave 
Regional Foundation 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Great Onyx 
Cave 

Cave wars, restoration of Great Onyx Cave 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Great Onyx 
Job Corps 

Job Corps relocation; 1979 NPS Background 
Paper on the Job Corps Center Location Problem 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Croghan’s 
Will 

Early ownership of the cave; Dr. Croghan’s will 

Mammoth Cave National Park – History  Saltpeter mining; cave guides (Matt Bransford, 
Martin Charlet); cave features; 1994 damage from 
rock fall; ownership of cave; the cave’s role in 
wars; place names; homecomings; prominent 
families; park’s 50th Anniversary; hotel fire; U.N. 
World Heritage list; 1965 Preliminary Report on 
Historical Research of Mammoth Cave by Harold 
Meloy; photocopy of brochure “Mammoth Cave 
America’s Great Natural Wonder;” photocopy of 
1924 pamphlet “Concerning Mammoth Cave 
Region as a National Park Committee;” Eighth 
International Congress of Speleology  

Mammoth Cave National Park – History – 
19th Century Accounts 

Personal accounts and newspaper articles; 
Edmonson Circuit Court Brief “George Croghan 
and Others Upon Their Petition for the Removal of 
Nicholson and Others as Trustees of the Mammoth 
Cave Estate” (1873) 

Mammoth Cave National Park – History – 
Family of Owners and Employment 

Newspaper articles and personal accounts 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Hotel  Postcards, hotel registers, reservation form 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Travelers’ 
Accounts 

19th century travel accounts 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Exploration, 
Discoveries, Findings, Openings 

Newspaper articles; reports; 1993 tour flyer; 
photographs 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Guides  Photos; Stephen Bishop; Matt Bransford; Jeff 
Kartheiser 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Employers 
and Owners 

Park superintendents; Park Mammoth Resort; park 
guides; foremen; naturalists 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Green River Ferries; proposed bridge; mussels 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Hiking and 
Biking 

Comprehensive trail plan; rails to trails; hiking 
trails 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Hydrology  E. coli contamination; acid rain; karst hydrology 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Janin 
Collection, Huntington Library, San Marino, 
CA 

Bibliography of collection 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Jenny Lind Visit by famous singer 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Kentucky 
National Park Commission 

Park acquisition 
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Vertical File Key Words Summary of Contents 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Lighting  Cave lighting 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Lock and 
Dam Six 

Construction; hydrology 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Lucas 
Papers (1850s) 

Personal accounts of cave trips 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Maps Various maps 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Nature  Illegal ginseng hunting; new acquisitions; park 

improvements; funding; biosphere reserve; 1926 
L&N employees magazine; other feature stories 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Value  Value of cave properties; condemnation lawsuit; 
Park Mammoth Resort 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Photos  Photocopies of photographs 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Master 
Plan #1 

Articles 1960s-1980s 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Master 
Plan #2 

Articles 1930s, 1960s-1980s 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Schedules Cave tours, notes, times 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Misc. 
(articles published prior to 1950) 

Films made in and about cave; cave weddings; 
land acquisitions; funding; tourism  

Mammoth Cave National Park – Misc. 
(articles published 1950-1999) 

Tourism; history; World Heritage site; place 
names; fires; Edmondson County road fees; 
“Music in the Mammoth Cave: An Important 
Aspect of the 19th Century cave Tourism”  

Mammoth Cave National Park – Misc.  
(articles published 2000-present) 

African American history; transportation; 
terrorism; cell towers; crime; trails; park 
improvements; “Historic Paintings of Mammoth 
Cave” 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Mummy  Discovery, stone removal, moving 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Poetry  Poems about cave, people, park 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Pollution  Articles 1979 - 2006 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Prehistoric 
Man in Mammoth Cave 

Book by Douglas W. Schwartz 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Railroad  Major rail lines and spur lines 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Research  Using cave as experimental site 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Sewer 
System 

Utility systems 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Speleology  Cave exploration and research 
Mammoth Cave National Park – The State 
Journal 

Dec. 4, 1927 

Mammoth Cave National Park – The Story 
of Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky 

Self-published book by Margaret M. Bridwell 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Trustees  Administration, names 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Profits  Financial records 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Programs  Park programs 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Radiation  Sources, effects 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Roads  Transportation routes 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Scenic Boat 
Trip 

Boats, routes 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Shrimp Blind shrimp in caves 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Snowball 
Dining Room 

Amenities 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Tax  Edmondson County 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Vandals  Damage; abuse; misuse 
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Vertical File Key Words Summary of Contents 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Visitors #1  Visitation; records; tourism 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Visitors #2 Visitation; records; tourists; quantity 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Visitor 
Center 

Visitation; amenities 

Mammoth Cave National Park –Water 
System 

Utility systems 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Wilderness 
Study  

Proposal 

Mammoth Cave National Park – Wildlife  Animal life; deer; birds; fish 
Mammoth Cave National Park – Youth 
Conservation Corps (YCC) 

Activities 

 
Viability of Materials 

Materials reviewed include a range of useful resources and cover a variety of topics that 
provide general context and specific information about individuals, communities, industries, 
science, and history related to Mammoth Cave. While not all materials are directly pertinent to the 
current research project, the resources in WKU Special Collections provide relevant data about 
traditionally associated peoples and significant cultural resources.  

Extent of Utilization 

Utilization of resources at WKU Special Collections focused on Mammoth Cave materials not 
available in other repositories and directly related to associated communities and cultural 
resources. These data were used to prepare the Phase I report. Additional review some vertical 
files and ephemeral material likely would provide additional relevant information. Potentially 
relevant books in the library’s general collection were not investigated, though some that are 
available at other repositories were reviewed. 

Potential for Future Researchers 

This repository would be most useful to researchers interested in histories of Mammoth Cave 
National Park, specific local families, folklore, geology and other natural sciences, industries, arts, 
and regional African American history in the Mammoth Cave area. Importantly, there are extensive 
resources in WKU Special Collections related to other places and topics subsumed within the 
current project area and research parameters, such as gateway communities and other 
unincorporated neighborhoods, county histories, transportation, other tourist attractions, and 
family genealogies. Time limitations did not permit review of these other materials. 

 

3.2.10  Western Kentucky University Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 

Phase I Research 

Erika Brady and Darlene Applegate initiated Phase I research in November 2015. Graduate 
student A. Kay Westhues conducted additional research in July 2016. 
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Location 

Kentucky Building 
1906 College Heights Blvd. 
Bowling Green, KY 42101 
(270) 745-6434 
http://www.wku.edu/library/disc/manuscripts  

Extent of Materials 

The archives are located on the second floor of the Kentucky Museum on WKU’s Bowling 
Green campus. As of 2016, Ken-Cat listed 729 records in the Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
using the keywords “Mammoth Cave,” including 80 manuscripts and 23 oral histories. This 
collection contains audio files, personal correspondence, records, registers, and other archival data 
about persons and places related to Mammoth Cave history or research.  

Notable personal archives include those of Gordon Wilson, Charles Whittle, Max B. Nahm, 
and 400 artworks on paper by Edmondson artist Ruth Hines Temple. Recently, a collection of 
20,000 photographs by local photographer W. Ray Scott, including CCC camps and construction 
projects at Mammoth Cave, was donated by his children.  

Notable organization archives include Edmonson County New Deal Program Files, Mammoth 
Cave Park Association, and the Green River Research Collection. Relevant oral history projects 
are White Oak Basketmakers; Folklore in the Park on folk artists; Highway 31W Folklife Survey; 
African American Education in South-Central Kentucky, 1920-1960; Mammoth Cave Churches; 
and a History of the Civilian Conservation Corps at Mammoth Cave National Park. These projects 
are documented with audio recordings and/or transcriptions of interviews, and some have 
accompanying written reports.  

Also included in the archives are postcards, photographs, brochures, broadsheets, maps, and 
other ephemera. An online search located 117 photos of Mammoth Cave including glass plates 
and stereoviews, various maps of the Mammoth Cave property and system, and hundreds of 
postcards of the cave. 

Viability of Materials 

Materials reviewed include a range of useful resources and cover a variety of topics that 
provide general context and specific information about individuals, communities, industries, 
science, and history related to Mammoth Cave. Of particular importance are the oral history 
collections, which document the experiences and perspectives of informants with direct know-
ledge about traditionally associated communities and significant cultural resources in the 
Mammoth Cave area.  

Extent of Utilization 

Utilization of resources at WKU Manuscripts and Folklife Archives focused on Mammoth 
Cave materials not available in other repositories and directly related to associated communities 
and cultural resources. These data were used to prepare the Phase I report.  

http://www.wku.edu/library/disc/manuscripts
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Potential for Future Researchers 

This repository would be most useful to researchers interested in histories of Mammoth Cave 
National Park, specific local families, folklore, and tourism in the Mammoth Cave area. 
Importantly, there are numerous resources in WKU Manuscripts and Folklife Archives related to 
other places and topics subsumed within the current project area and research parameters, such as 
gateway communities and other unincorporated neighborhoods, county histories, agriculture, 
transportation, and other tourist attractions. Time limitations did not permit review of these other 
materials. 

3.2.11  World Wide Web Resources 

Phase I Research 

Darlene Applegate conducted Phase I research intermittently between November 2015 and 
March 2020. 

Location 

There is no physical location for this archival asset, nor does it represent a single repository. 
The World Wide Web (WWW) or Web is an information-focused segment or branch of the 
Internet – a vast, global network of connected computers – that is comprised of documents or files 
supported or hosted by a system of interlinked hardware servers and accessed by users through 
browser application software like Firefox or Safari. Web pages are formatted in HTML (hypertext 
markup language) and designated with unique Web addresses or Uniform Resource Identifiers 
(URLs). Web pages are hyperlinked to one another, sometimes as related units called web sites, 
and to other files, such as documents, graphics, audio, and video. 

Extent of Materials 

The extent of potentially relevant information about the project and project area available on 
the Web is seemingly endless, in part because the research covers such a huge range of places, 
people, resources, and physical space, and especially because of the fluid, quickly changing, and 
decentralized nature of the Web. Rapid and constant changes to the electronic resources available 
on the Web occur as millions of existing users add, revise, and remove content and new users add 
content. This repository is the most fluid and expansive of all those consulted. 

Materials available on the Web include both primary and secondary sources about the project 
area. The former includes resources such as scans of historic census records and maps, historic 
photographs, and audio files of family stories. A good example is pre-park topographic maps that 
show the locations of communities, churches, schools, cemeteries, roads, and other cultural 
resources (Figure 3). Secondary materials include genealogical charts, county histories, electronic 
encyclopedia entries, and similar materials. Books available digitally on the Web can be primary 
or secondary sources. Researchers must carefully assess the validity and reliability of secondary 
resources available on the Web, such as corroborating that content using primary sources when-
ever possible. 
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Figure 3. Uncollared 1923 (reprinted 1948) 1:62,000 Mammoth Cave Topographic Map. 
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Utilization of Materials 

The research involved systematic keyword searching on the Web and tracking lateral and 
vertical leads or links from Web pages located through the keyword searches. The keywords 
focused on proper names of specific places, communities and organizations, families, events, and 
cultural resources, such as “Dennison Ferry,” as well as generic terms associated with the 
aforementioned, such as “river ferries,” often in conjunction with some in geographic qualifier like 
“in Edmonson County.” 

Extent of Utilization 

 Web searches focused on locating additional relevant information about traditionally 
associated peoples, land uses, and cultural resources initially identified by research at the 
aforementioned archives and/or suggested by key informants. Online information about many 
hundreds of associated communities and resources was incorporated into the report. 

Potential for Future Researchers 

 There is a great deal of potential for future research on the Web. The research team constantly 
conducted Web searches to crosscheck and/or supplement the information about communities, 
land uses, and cultural resources gathered at other archives and/or from key informants. Because 
the content on the Web is constantly changing, it is likely that future researchers will never exhaust 
its research potential, though it is equally likely that the amount of information-return will diminish 
over time. 
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3.3  Synthesis of Stakeholders and Resource Users 
 
 Archival research and key informant interviews resulted in the identification of communities 
and individuals who have interests in Mammoth Cave National Park and/or who use resources in 
the park and surrounding project area. Most stakeholders and resource users do not meet National 
Park Service criteria (1998, 2015a) for designation as traditionally associated peoples, who are 
described in Section 3.5. However, identifying stakeholders and resource users in and around the 
park is important for several reasons.  

Fundamentally, identifying the groups with relationships to the park and surrounding project 
area was a necessary first step to determining which of them are potential traditionally associated 
peoples. The research team sought to learn the range of individuals and communities connected to 
the park in order to most effectively and consistently apply National Park Service designation 
criteria. 

Second, given the multiplex and shifting nature of cultural identity, members of traditionally 
associated groups typically are members of other stakeholder or resource use groups. Their 
experiences through ancillary groups can and do affect their perceptions of and experiences in the 
traditionally associated group(s) to which they belong and the ways they use resources in the park 
and surrounding area. For example, a descendant whose family resided in Cade pre-park also is a 
member of a local backcountry hiking club that uses park trails and operates a canoe rental business 
on Green River adjacent to the park. The multi-layered identities of associated peoples makes it 
helpful to at least know the names of other related if not associated groups in the project area. 

Further, traditionally associated groups often interact and engage with members of other stake-
holder groups to which they do not belong. For instance, descendants tending to family graves in 
the park may encounter horseback riders at a trailhead adjacent to the graveyard. Given that 
associated peoples do not operate or use park resources in a cultural vacuum, it is helpful to have 
an accounting of those other groups with interests in the park. 

Fourth, it is relevant to compile an annotated list of the park stakeholders because the ways 
they use park resources can and do impact the ways traditionally associated groups use park 
resources. These multidirectional demands on park resources can be complimentary or contra-
dictory, and potentially very complex. Extending the previous example, the descendants and riders 
may compete for limited parking space in the vicinity of the graveyard and trailhead.  

Fifth, it is important to note that traditionally associated communities began as resource users 
and developed their affiliation through connections to the park over time, so today’s stakeholders 
potentially are tomorrow’s new associated peoples. This synthesis of current stakeholders and 
resource users provides baseline data for additional associated groups that may emerge in the 
future. 

Finally, the synthesis of stakeholders and resource users provides park administrators with 
comprehensive information about who and how park and nearby resources are used. This data may 
aid the park in consultations and public engagement, longitudinal planning, resource management, 
and public interpretation. 
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 Archival research and key informant interviews resulted in the identification of 453 
stakeholders and resource users for Mammoth Cave National Park and the park vicinity. They 
are grouped into 18 types based on the nature of their relationships with the park and project area 
(Table 1). This section provides definitions of stakeholder types and lists and briefly describes 
specific stakeholders for the park within each type. 
 
Table 1. Alphabetical Listing of Types of Stakeholders and Resource Users for Mammoth Cave 
National Park and Vicinity.  

agricultural groups and farmers 

artisans, craftspeople, and art/craft guilds 

businesses and business organizations 

church congregations and religious organizations 

civic organizations 

conservation and preservation groups 

descendants and descendant families 

employees (current and former) 

gateway communities 

genealogical and historical societies 

government agencies 

natural history societies and interest groups 

neighborhood communities 

recreationists and sportsmen 

school groups and associations 

tourism and visitor bureaus 

tourist attraction owners and employees 

volunteers (current and former) 
 
3.3.1  Agricultural Groups and Farmers  

Kentucky ranks fifth nationally among states in the total number of farms, and agriculture 
remains an important industry in the largely rural project area around Mammoth Cave. Barren 
County has the largest number of farms in the state, followed by Warren County. These two 
counties are among the top five in the state for the most acreage in farmland. Barren County 
leads the state in beef cattle and dairy cattle production and is the second top producer of tobacco 
in the state. Hart County leads the state in sheep production (Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture 2019). While agricultural pursuits in the project area continue to be grounded in 
traditional plant crops and animals, there has been notable expansion into non-traditional 
agricultural products such as honey, wine, bedding plants, and even a resurgence in hemp. As 
such, agricultural groups and farmers are an important type of stakeholder for the park, though 
none qualify as traditionally associated peoples. 

Agricultural groups and farmers include organizations and individuals whose profession or 
avocation focuses on the production of plants and/or animals for consumption, cultural land-
scapes, and other human uses. Agricultural groups can include practicing farmers, those in 
training through formal and informal educational programs, and/or retired farmers. Though 
farmers no longer till the soil or graze stock on the grasslands of the park, many outside the park 
descend from farming families who did prior to park formation. They potentially can provide 
insights into pre-park farming practices. Even farmers without such deep roots can have 
connections to the park through concern for shared environmental resources, such as clean water, 
charged groundwater reservoirs, soil fertility, and control of invasive species. Some farmers with 
direct-to-consumer marketing strategies benefit from the local tourist traffic driven by the park 
and could be potential park partners and visitors.  
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The 50 agricultural groups documented in the project area represent county-wide groups such 
as cooperative extension offices, independent agricultural producers, agrobusinesses, professional 
associations, and student groups like 4-H and Future Farmers of America. Individual farmers 
potentially associated with the park, including bee keepers and master gardeners, were identified 
through archival research.  

The agricultural extension system is a century-old network of university-community partner-
ships created through legislative act in 1914 under the auspices of the Department of Agriculture. 
Extension groups, therefore, are among the oldest types of agricultural groups in the project area. 
The College of Agriculture, Food and Environment at the University of Kentucky oversees a 
network of Cooperative Extension Offices in counties across the project area and Common-
wealth. The cooperative extension offices in Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties are 
in District 6, while the office in Grayson County is part of District 5. These offices seek to 
improve the lives of Kentuckians by solving problems through research and education. Programs 
include training workshops, community enrichment activities, and publications related to 
agricultural careers, nutrition, energy, home and consumer horticulture, and life skills. A popular 
youth development program sponsored by county extension offices is 4-H Clubs, which offer 
hands-on learning opportunities for developing career, civic, and life skills. Barren, Edmonson, 
and Hart counties each have one agriculture-focused 4-H club, Grayson County has two, and 
Warren County has seven (University of Kentucky 2018). Extension office staff and club 
advisors, who are listed on their web sites, and their extension partners are potential informants. 

The Kentucky Farm Bureau is a grassroots voluntary organization of farm families and their 
allies founded in Louisville in 1919 to represent the interests of agricultural producers and rural 
communities. Its mission is to serve as the voice of agriculture by identifying problems, developing 
solutions, and taking actions that will improve farm income, achieve better economic 
opportunities, and enhance the quality of life. The group advocates for agricultural policy at the 
state and federal levels. Like extension offices, the KFB also has a relatively long history in the 
project area. The five local offices were established at Glasgow for Barren County in 1938, 
Brownsville for Edmonson County in 1943, Leitchfield for Grayson County in 1938, Munford-
ville for Hart County in 1938, and Bowling Green for Warren County in 1939 (Kentucky Farm 
Bureau 2017). As with the extension offices, bureau staff and members are potential informants. 

Besides 4H, another agriculture-focused youth group is Future Farmers of America, which 
has 14 chapters in the current project area. The national organization was founded in 1928 and 
today is one of the largest youth organizations in the country. “FFA is a dynamic youth 
organization that changes lives and prepares members for premier leadership, personal growth 
and career success through agricultural education” (Future Farmers of America 2018:1). There 
are three chapters in Barren County, all based in Glasgow, one of which is associated with the 
middle school and another with school alumni. Edmonson County has two chapters based in 
Brownsville, one of which is for alumni. The Grayson County chapter is based in Leitchfield, 
and the Hart County chapter is based in Munfordville. Warren County has seven chapters based 
in Bowling Green, three of which are for alumni (Future Farmers of America 2018). In addition 
to alumni, adult advisors and mentors to these groups are potential informants.  

There are chapters of professional organizations for all major types of agriculture products in 
the project area. For example, Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, and Hart counties are represented in 
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District 10 and Warren County, in District 8 of the Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative 
Association. Others crop-focused groups with local members or chapters include the Kentucky 
Soybean Association, Kentucky Corn Growers Association, Kentucky Nut Growers 
Association, Kentucky Hemp Farmers Association, and Kentucky Vegetable Growers 
Association. Groups focusing on specific livestock species include the Kentucky Poultry 
Federation, Kentucky Pork Producers Association, Kentucky Goat Producers, Kentucky 
Sheep and Wool Producers, and Kentucky Alpaca Association. To illustrate in more detail, two 
other professional organizations are described below.  

The project area has four local chapters of the Kentucky State Beekeepers Association, a group 
“serving the apiculture community in Kentucky and border states since 1949” (Kentucky State 
Beekeepers Association 2019:1). Members of the not-for-profit organization include backyard, 
hobbyist, and commercial beekeepers and local associations. Beekeepers not only produce food 
and non-food products like honey and beeswax, they also remove hives and dangerous swarms, 
sell supplies and plants for honey bees, and offer pollination services to other farmers, a critical 
role in any agricultural system (Kentucky State Beekeepers Association 2019).  

The Barren County Beekeepers Association meets the fourth Monday of the month at the 
county extension office in Glasgow. The current president is Robert Whitlow, and members 
include D&E Beesiness off Hwy 70 in Highland Springs between the park and Cave City and John 
Benham of Pure Barren River Honey in Smiths Grove. In Edmonson County, the local chapter is 
the Mammoth Cave Beekeepers Association, which meets the first Tuesday of the month at the 
county extension office in Brownsville. Current officers are John Benham and Sherry Sanders. 
Members include Michael Vincent in The Forks area, James “Moots” Davis in the Bee Spring-
Sweeden area, Paul Forester of Forester Farm in Brownsville, and Barry Cowles in Smiths Grove 
(Kentucky State Beekeepers Association 2019). 

The Grayson County Beekeepers Association meets the last Thursday of the month at the 
county extension office in Leitchfield. The current president is Joe Taylor. No current members 
live within the current project area in the southern part of the county. The Warren County 
Beekeepers Association meets the fourth Tuesday of the month at the county extension office in 
Bowling Green. Holly Young is a current contact person and a member in the project area is John 
Benham of Smiths Grove, who apparently belongs to multiple associations (Kentucky State Bee-
keepers Association 2019). 

Founded in 1957, the Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association seeks “to provide a strong, proactive 
voice for all of Kentucky's beef farm families; serve as a resource for information and education 
for producers, consumers, and the industry; and be a catalyst for enhancing producer profitability” 
(Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association 2019:1). The KCA has local associations in all five counties 
of the project area.  

The Barren County Cattlemen’s Association has almost 500 members, making it the largest 
county association in the state for 11 of the past 15 years. The group’s monthly meetings are 
sponsored by agrobusiness supporters such as Southern States. The association is led by a 12-
person board of directors who represent four geographic regions of the county, producers, and at-
large membership. Current officers are Joe Mike Moore, Dr. Steve Webb, Taylor Craine, Don 
Wilson, and James Bailey (Barren County Cattlemen’s Association 2019, 2020). 
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The Edmonson County Cattlemen’s Association is small group with fewer than 100 members. 
The group meets monthly at the Edmonson County Public Library in Brownsville or other locations 
in the county. Meetings, which are sponsored by local agrobusiness supporters like Burkmann 
Nutrition, typically involve association business, a speaker, and a meal. Current officers include 
Sam Skaggs and Scott Childress. Member Royce Vincent recently was inducted into the Kentucky 
Cattlemen’s Association Hall of Fame (Edmonson County Cattlemen’s Association 2020). 

Based in Leitchfield, the Grayson County Cattlemen’s Association was incorporated in 
1983. The group meets the second Thursday of the month at the county extension office. Current 
officers are Ronald Horn, Brian Manion, Laura Green, and Robbie Hatfield. The group sponsors 
the Grayson County Junior Cattlemen’s Association that meets monthly at the county fairgrounds 
and other locations (Grayson County Cooperative Extension 2020a, Grayson County Junior Cattle-
men’s Association 2020).  

The Hart County Cattlemen’s Association is based in Munfordville. The group holds 
monthly meetings with association business, speakers, and meals sponsored by local businesses 
such as Gillie Hyde Auto Group. The group sponsors an annual Farm Fest on the Square in down-
town Munfordville, Farm to Table community food events, 4-H cookout fundraisers, student scholar-
ships, and other programs. The current president is Adam Maulden (Hart County Cattlemen’s 
Association 2020). 

Based in Bowling Green, the Warren County Cattlemen’s Association has several hundred 
members. Like other county associations, the group meets monthly in various locations to conduct 
business, share a meal, and have an education program presented by a sponsor such as the 
American Angus Association. The group sponsors intensive seminars and training programs, field 
excursions, student scholarships, and a used equipment rental program. The current president is 
Mike Bullock (Warren County Cattlemen’s Association 2020). 

More recently, an increasingly common form of agricultural group that has developed in the 
project area is farmers market cooperatives. Their popularity is due, in part, to increased awareness 
about healthy eating, improvements in access, and interest in local food sourcing and supporting 
local producers. Many cooperatives participate in the Kentucky Proud state program that promotes 
local agricultural and other businesses. Though most members of farmers market cooperatives are 
food producers, a proportion offer non-consumable produce like ornamental flowers and 
vegetables, as well as locally produced beverages, handmade clothing, and handicrafts like jewelry 
and soaps. Members tend to gather, on a seasonal basis, for weekly markets at centralized locations 
to sell their goods, and their markets can result in increased foot traffic at other business enterprises 
or tourist attractions nearby.  

In Barren County, the Bounty of the Barrens “is a local, producer-only farmers market 
supported by Sustainable Glasgow. [Members] offer a variety of produce, meats, eggs, cheeses, 
baked goods, and other local food and handcrafted items from Barren and surrounding counties. 
At the BOTB, you can meet local farmers and growers and learn how your food is produced. 
Buying local is a great way to build the local economy, buy healthy foods, and connect with your 
neighbors” (Bounty of the Barrens 2019:1). Similarly, the Barren County Regional Farmers’ 
Market is a consortium of producers from across the county who hold weekly markets in 
Glasgow to bring fresh, locally produced foods to the community. Members include growers Bill 
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and Pat Switzer of Rebel Ridge Gardens in Horse Cave, Rick McWhirt of McWhirt Family 
Produce in Frankfort, Indiana, and Hodges Candles (Barren County Regional Farmers’ Market 
2019).  

There are two farmers market cooperatives in Edmonson County. The Edmonson County 
Farmers’ Market holds markets on Tuesdays and Thursdays at the courthouse in Brownsville 
from May through October. Members offer fruits, vegetables, annuals and perennials, herbs, and 
honey. The Peace Valley Farmers’ Market operates from April through October, holding 
markets on Fridays and Saturdays in Brownsville. Members sell the same range of products plus 
cut flowers, baked goods, jams and jellies, soap, and furniture (Kentucky Proud 2019). 

The Hart County Farmers’ Market holds markets from June through September in two 
locations. The market in downtown Munfordville runs on Tuesdays and Fridays, and the market 
in Horse Cave operates on Wednesdays. Members offer fruits, vegetables, annuals and perennials, 
house plants, shrubs, herbs, honey and beeswax, pet foods and treats, soap, arts and crafts 
(Kentucky Proud 2019). 

Finally, another type of agriculture-related community in the project area is master gardener 
groups. An example is the Master Gardener Association of Grayson County, which meets the 
third Monday each month at the county extension office. Current officers are Carol Meriwether, 
Sheila Meredith, Leanne Clemons, Elois Humphrey, and Jenny London. The group produces a 
newsletter, The Gardening Thymes, offers community workshops, runs an annual plant sale, 
supports a student scholarship program, and sponsors a community garden (Grayson County 
Cooperative Extension 2020b). 

3.3.2  Artisans, Craftspeople, and Art/Craft Guilds 

 Artisans, craftspeople, and art/craft guilds include individuals and organizations whose 
profession or avocation focuses on the creation of original functional or decorative works in the 
tradition of local practices and/or the reproduction or recreation of historic items. Artisans and 
craftspeople create utilitarian and non-utilitarian works such as furniture, textiles, clothing, 
containers, carvings, jewelry, sculptures, souvenirs, and decorative objects by hand using high 
quality, traditional materials. Art and craft guilds are associations of artisans and craftspeople who 
maintain the history and control the practice of their crafts through formal and informal education, 
exhibitions, and commercial enterprises.  

 There is a long history of traditional artistry and craftsmanship motivated by personal need and 
commercial endeavors in and around Mammoth Cave National Park. Though they participated in 
some commercial networks linked to the East, the earliest settlers in the region were largely self-
sufficient in meeting their everyday needs for furnishing and running their households and farms, 
including cabinet making, textile weaving, and candle making (McBride and McBride 2008). Over 
time, some of these home industries developed into commercial enterprises for local use, for 
tourists, and for distant markets. The WPA Guide to Kentucky, for instance, originally published as 
Kentucky: A Guide to the Bluegrass State, references local crafts that were offered to tourists and 
travelers along US Route 31E. 

Bonnieville … consists of a few old frame houses, on whose porches are displayed 
the split white oak, hickory and willow baskets often found on sale in the South. 
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South of Bonnieville the road … passes log cabins and frame shacks, peopled by 
families who till their poor acres for all they will yield. They also make excellent 
baskets and chairs from split white oak; for several miles south of Bonnieville, all 
kinds of basketry are displayed by the road or on the little porches of the houses 
(Simon 1939[1996]:301).  

Some of the earliest ethnographic research in the project area referenced the works of local 
artisans and craftspeople (e.g., Wilson 1962, 1967). The white oak basket making community, in 
particular, is well known publicly and academically and has been well documented by researchers 
(e.g., Bavill 1977, Cann 1977, Kiely 1983). WKU faculty and staff interviewed 35 basket makers 
in Edmonson, Hart, Grayson, and Muhlenberg counties, documenting their knowledge about the 
history, social and cultural attitudes, aesthetics, manufacturing processes, marketing, and 
commercial distribution of basket making in the region (Montell 1974/1977). In 2014 the 
Kentucky Folklife Program developed a traveling exhibit and speaker series entitled 
“Basketmaking: Our Handmade Heritage” about the white oak basket tradition in the Mammoth 
Cave area. In fall 2016 the Kentucky Museum at Western Kentucky University presented a public 
exhibit and associated activities called “Standing the Test of Time: Kentucky’s White Oak Basket 
Tradition.” This followed a 2006 exhibit at the museum entitled “Baskets from Home: White Oak 
Baskets of South Central Kentucky.”  

Artisans remain active today in and around Mammoth Cave. Though artists no longer reside 
on park lands, they live in the surrounding communities with which the park maintains 
relationships. They use natural resources collected from the area, such as river cane, white oak, 
and clay. They continue to be inspired by the natural resources, cultural landscapes, history and 
heritage of the park and the region, as they maintain generations-old traditions or explore new 
forms of expression. Through their work, artisans help to tell the stories of the area and its people 
through visual and other media.  

In addition to the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers, a local guild identified as a traditionally 
associated group Mammoth Cave National Park (Section 3.5.1), the following nine examples of 
artisan guilds and troops and individual artists identified through archival research and key 
informant interviews illustrate this type of stakeholder group in the project area. 

Cave Country Carvers is a club of wood carvers meets 
Tuesday evenings at the Cave City Community Center. The 
group was organized by Tom Bradbury, a wood carver of 17 
years from Park City who learned by watching his father, 
reading books, and attending workshops (Figure 4). Brad-
bury’s work is mostly bass wood depictions of people and 
animals made with hand tools “in the round” or in three 
dimensions. He was interviewed as part of the Folklorist in 
the Park project (Section 3.2) (Chrysler 2015, Kinslow 2014). 

 Figure 4. Wood Carver Tom Bradbury in His Home Studio (Kinslow 2014). 

Jesse James Wood Carving offers a range of handmade wood items, from yard statuary to 
custom mantels to furniture. Craftsman Jesse James of Munfordville uses mallet and chisel hand 
tools, as well as power tools like chainsaws, to fashion large two- and three-dimensional wood 
carvings. In 2015 he opened a shop in Cave City. In 2015 James first participated in the Carvaroo 
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Chainsaw Art Carving Expo and Auction, an annual competition and exhibition sponsored since 
2012 by Kentucky Down Under in Horse Cave. The event also features other wood craft vendors 
such as bowl makers (Jesse James Wood Carving 2017, Kinslow 2015).  

Another local woodworker is Donnie Jaggers, a traditional artisan who owns Kuntryside 
Woodcrafts in Kessinger, Hart County (Section 3.3.13). Jaggers specializes in the use of re-
claimed lumber to hand-manufacture flooring, stair cases and railings, mantles, and other custom 
architectural accents for homes (Kuntryside Woodcrafts 2020). 

The Arts Guild of the Barrens is a not-for-profit organization based in Glasgow but serving the 
region. It was founded in 2009 by Ann Stewart, with assistance from artist Betty Brogan and others, 
as an outgrowth of a program for displaying artwork in the courthouse that was initiated in 2005 by 
the Art Committee of the Glasgow-Barren County Chamber of Commerce (Section 3.3.3). The group 
seeks to promote the development of arts in the region through traditional and virtual exhibitions, 
networking opportunities, classes and workshops, sponsoring student scholarships, and pro-
motional assistance. The 20 current artist members work in drawing, fiber, glasswork, jewelry, 
metal, mixed media, painting, and woodwork. Non-artist members of the group or “supporters” 
assist with planning and implementing sponsored programming (Arts Guild of the Barrens 2018).  

The Edmonson County Art Guild is an arts-based community organization comprised of 
local artists who promote the development of arts in the county. The group is diverse, with 
members representing fine arts, crafts, photography, music, and theatre. They sponsor exhibitions, 
teach educational workshops, and engage with other art guilds. Members include Phyllis Woodcock 
Miller, Lydia Nugent, Anna Sturgeon, and Ed Williams. The group meets monthly in Brownsville 
(Edmonson County Art Guild 2019).  

The theatrical arts in the project area are best exemplified by the regional theatre group 
formerly based in Hart County. In 1975 Tom Chaney and William T. “Bill” Austin incorporated 
Horse Cave Theatre in the community of Horse Cave. With actor Warren Hammack as artistic 
director, the company opened in 1977 with a performance of George Bernard Shaw’s Candida. In 
its almost four decades of entertainment, the company was a popular tourist attraction in the region 
(Kennedy and Macintire 2004). As “the only professional repertory theatre in Kentucky, and one 
of the few remaining in the country,” the Kentucky Repertory Theatre of Horse Cave had a 
reputation outside the state because it featured “a professional acting company assembled through 
a nationwide search, and a six-play repertory season in performance from June through October” 
(Kennedy and Macintire 2004:58). Due to financial struggles and increasing competition, the 
organization closed in 2013 (Keane 2013).  

An example of a visual artist with ties to the project area is Dr. 
“Doc” Samuel Dale Gray of Smiths Grove. A retired chiropractor 
and former coach credited with starting the football and golf 
programs at Edmonson County High School in the 1970s (Fletcher 
2017), Dr. Gray is a former art teacher and painter specializing in 
watercolors and pen-ink. The subject matter of his paintings 
focuses on cultural resources in the Mammoth Cave area, such as 
the Old Mammoth Cave Hotel, the Alexander Home Place (Figure 
5), Bewley’s Store in Brownsville, and Joe Lowe’s Barn in Smiths 
Grove (Dr. Dale Gray, personal communication 2016).  

Figure 5. Print of 1979 Painting of the 
Alexander Home Place by Dale Gray 
(Courtesy of Artist). 
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An example of a professional literary artist with ties to the project area is Davis McCombs, 
Director of Creative Writing Program at the University of Arkansas. He grew up near Mammoth 
Cave in a family that had raised burley tobacco for generations. McCombs worked as a park ranger 
at Mammoth Cave from 1991 to 2001. Now an author and poet, his region-inspired publications 
include Ultima Thule (2000), a collection of poems inspired by the geology of Mammoth Cave 
and its historic guides; Dismal Rock (2007), a collection of poetry that uses the language and terrain 
of the burley tobacco country of south-central Kentucky to reveal the complexities of a fading way 
of life; and The Last Wolf in Edmonson County (2007), a poem about Noah Duvall’s 1902 shooting 
of the last gray wolf in the area at the base of Dismal Rock. 

3.3.3  Businesses and Business Organizations  

The category of businesses and business organizations includes owners, directors, and other 
key personnel at local businesses and business organizations with direct or indirect connections to 
the park and its vicinity. This includes personnel at businesses serving park visitors or park 
divisions and staff, such as food suppliers, as well as personnel and organizations that benefit from 
the existence and operation of the park. Personnel at hotels and motels, restaurants, retail and 
souvenir shops, gas and service stations, and chambers of commerce in local towns and cities are 
examples of business-focused stakeholders. Many businesses are located in gateway communities 
(Section 3.5.6) and along entrance roads to the park.  

Because of the extremely large number of individual businesses currently and recently located 
in the project area, and their limited documentation in archives other than the internet, it was not 
feasible to inventory or describe them for the Phase I project. One exception, however, is 
businesses associated with tourism and tourist attractions, which are considered separately in 
Section 3.3.16. In this section, then, the focus is on nine business organizations in the project area 
that are key stakeholders because they represent multiple businesses, with whom the park might 
cultivate economic and marketing relationships.  

There are chambers of commerce in each of the five counties of the current project area. Based 
in Glasgow, the Glasgow-Barren County Chamber of Commerce formed in 1921 under the 
leadership of Paul Holman, Sr. It was incorporated in 1945 and is overseen by a board of directors 
numbering from five to 40 members. The goals of the organization are to promote business 
development and community growth through programming, promotional materials, referral 
services, community events, and networking opportunities (Glasgow-Barren County Chamber of 
Commerce 2017). 

Also in Barren County, the Cave City Chamber of Commerce is a professional business 
organization formed in 1930 “to promote and encourage business and to enhance the quality of 
life throughout the Cave City community” and to “provide a platform to market and promote your 
business, tools to enhance your business operations and networking opportunities,” among other 
services (Cave City Chamber of Commerce 2017:1). The group is led by an eleven-person board 
of directors (Cave City Chamber of Commerce 2017). 

The Edmonson County Chamber of Commerce is based on Brownsville “strives to improve 
the economic condition of the area, and to promote business opportunities for owners and em-
ployees through an exchange of experiences and ideas through networking, information, education, 
and planned activities. We also promote a proactive relationship with local government to maxi-
mize all available local resources. We strive to enhance the quality of life in our communities, to 
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support the initiatives of our Chamber of Commerce, and to serve our members” (Edmonson 
County Chamber of Commerce 2017:1). The organization is led by a board of directors with eight-
ten members, and it has almost 100 corporate and individual members, many of whom are based 
outside the county (Edmonson County Chamber of Commerce 2017).  

Based in Leitchfield, the Grayson County Chamber of Commerce seeks to improve the 
quality of life in the community through support of education, health care, and a diversified 
economy. It offers members assistance with advertising and promotions, business referrals, net-
working and professional development opportunities, and group rate discounts. Its “ambassadors 
program” partners with diverse groups in the community. The organization is led by a 15-member 
board of directors (Grayson County Chamber of Commerce 2017). 

Formed in 1986, the Hart County Chamber of Commerce seeks to advance “the com-
mercial, agricultural, industrial, cultural, and civic interests of Hart County and its trade area” (Hart 
County Chamber of Commerce 2017:1). Based in Munfordville, the organization publishes 
marketing materials and newsletters, sponsors community events, makes referrals, offers net-
working and professional development opportunities, undertakes or sponsors planning studies, 
compiles business and demographic data, and makes regulation recommendations. A 15-member 
board of directors with officers leads the group (Hart County Chamber of Commerce 2017). 

Serving Warren County and its trade area, the Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce 
is based in Bowling Green. It was incorporated in 1935 and is the fourth largest such organization 
in Kentucky with a membership of over 1,200 partners (Bowling Green Area Chamber of 
Commerce 2017). “Its primary goals are to promote growth and success in the business com-
munity, reaching its small business partners and those in large industries alike. With leadership 
programs, governmental relations projects, educational initiatives and involvement opportunities, 
the Chamber aims to support the community and its neighbors in order to enhance the business 
climate and continue to grow the region” (Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce 2017:1). 
One subgroup is the Bowling Green Young Professionals. The group is led by a board of about 30 
members and a staff of 19 (Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce 2017). 

The Kentucky Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. historically 
is affiliated with the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, founded 
in 1919 to advocate for an equal rights amendment, promote the principle of equal pay, and 
eliminate sex discrimination in the workplace (KFBPWC 2019). The Kentucky federation 
“promotes equity for all women in the workplace through advocacy, education and information. 
KFBPW is a powerful network of workingwomen seeking to advance their career goals, earn 
higher salaries, build stronger business, achieve pay equity and equal opportunities, and establish 
rewarding careers” (KFBPWC 2019:1). Member benefits include an online business directory, 
quarterly newsletter called The Kentucky Cardinal, leadership manual, professional development 
resources and programs, foundation grants, and legislative advocacy. An executive committee of 
state officers governs the organization, with assistance from seven standing committees, various 
special committees and task forces, and directors and assistant directors in three regional offices. 
The federation currently has 14 “local organizations” in the consortium, one of which falls within 
the current project area (KFBPWC 2019). 

The Glasgow Business and Professional Women’s Club “has consistently remained one of 
Kentucky’s strongest B&PW organizations” (Glasgow Business and Professional Women’s Club 
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2019:1). It was established in 1955 for working women in the Barren County area “to learn from 
each other, to share information, to make business contacts, to plan career strategies, to develop 
programs that impact the lives of working women” (Glasgow Business and Professional Women’s 
Club 2019:1). The group has 80 members, down from the 115 at the time of its founding, who 
maintain a Facebook page (@glasgowbpw) and meet monthly at various venues. Sharon Billings-
ley is the current president (Glasgow Business and Professional Women’s Club 2019, KFBPWC 
2019). 

There formerly was another local organization of the Kentucky Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. in Barren County – the Cave City Business and Professional 
Women’s Club. Though no longer active, it was in existence by 1969. Merida (Royse) Jolly of 
Jolly’s Motel and Restaurant (Section 3.4.3) was a charter member, served as treasurer, and 
worked on a special committee that created an award-winning Cave City scrapbook. Selected as 
the club’s woman of the year, Barbara Lee “Bobbi” (Cooper) Atwell (1933-2017) led local school 
organizations and served on the advisory board to a Western Kentucky University regional campus 
(WCLU Radio 2017, www.findagrave.com).  

3.3.4  Church Congregations and Religious Organizations 

Church congregations and religious organizations include several Christian denominations 
such as Methodist and Presbyterian but are predominantly Baptist in the project area. Within its 
boundaries, seven Baptist congregations were impacted by creation of the park. The congregations 
of four churches – Little Hope Church, Mammoth Cave Colored Church, Silent Grove Church, 
and Stockholm Church – apparently are no longer active, even for special events and activities. 
Congregations of the three churches with extant church buildings in the park – Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church, Good Spring Baptist Church, and Joppa Baptist Church – remain active and are 
traditionally associated groups for Mammoth Cave National Park (Section 3.5.2).  

There are at least 101 church congregations in the current project area, any number of which 
are potential stakeholders for the park (Table 2). There are 34 in Hart County, 27 in Edmonson 
County, 19 in Barren County, 17 in Warren County, and four in Grayson County. Generally, they 
are poorly represented in archival resources, as many do not even have an online presence. 

Those church congregations that are most likely to be stakeholders and have ongoing relation-
ships or interest in park resources are those Baptist congregations with members who themselves 
or their relatives formerly worshipped at churches in the park. These include the congregations 
associated with Union Light Missionary Baptist Church, as described below, Beaver Dam Church, 
Cedar Grove Church, Kyrock Church, and Vincent Church in Edmonson County, and surely many 
others not identified through archival research. Even if individuals from former Mammoth Cave 
area churches joined other congregations, they and their descendants may still have connections 
to park resources. 

Established in 1905, the Union Light Missionary Baptist Church congregation serves 
communities to the north of the park in The Forks area (Section 3.3.13). Congregants include 
members of many families that also are represented in the three traditionally associated Baptist 
congregations (Section 3.5.2): Burba, Cain, Carroll, Childress, Davis, Denison/Dennison, Green, 
Harp, Hester, Hodges, Hughes, Jaggers, Kidwell, Meredith/Merideth, Priddy, Puckett, Rich, 
Rigdon, Sanders, Smith, Sturgen/Sturgeon, Vincent, Waddell/Waddle, Williams, and Wilson. The 
current pastor is Elder Jeff Burden (Missionary Baptist Churches 2015, Warnell 1997).   

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.facebook.com/glasgowbpw/
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Table 2. Church Congregations in the Project Area. 
Name Quad Name Quad 
Barren County  
Basil Chapel Glasgow North 
Brotherhood Church Glasgow North 
Browders Chapel Glasgow North 
Fairview Church Park City 
Glenview Church Glasgow North 
Harlow Chapel Glasgow North 
Little Bethel Church Glasgow North 
Loving Spring Church Park City 
Mount Tabor Church Glasgow North 
Mount Vernon Church Park City 
Oak Grove Church Park City 
Park City Baptist Church Park City 
Park City United Methodist Church Park City 
Rock Springs Church Park City 
Salem Church Glasgow North 
Servant Valley Church Horse Cave 
Walnut Hill Church Park City 
Woodland Church Park City 
Zion Hill Baptist Church Park City 
Edmonson County  
Beaver Dam Church Rhoda 
Cedar Grove Church Bee Spring 
Cedar Hill Church Park City 
Cove Hollow Church Nolin Lake 
Hill Grove Missionary Baptist Church Nolin Lake 
Historic Belle Key Methodist Church Rhoda 
Holly Springs Church Brownsville 
Icy Sink Church Smiths Grove 
Jock Church Bee Spring 
Kyrock Church Bee Spring 
Liberty Church Smiths Grove 
Mount Zion Church Brownsville 
New Home Church Brownsville 
New Liberty Church Brownsville 
New Salem Church Bee Spring 
Nolin Church Nolin Lake 
Oak Grove Church Brownsville 
Pleasant Union Church Brownsville 
Poplar Springs Church Brownsville 
Shady Land Church Bristow 
Silent Grove Church Rhoda 
South Union Church Bee Spring 
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church Bee Spring 
Temple Hill Church Nolin Lake 
Union Light Missionary Baptist Church Nolin Lake 
Vincent Church Bee Spring 
Wingfield Church Brownsville 
Grayson County  
Broad Ford Church Cub Run 
McGrew Church Bee Spring 
New Harmony Church Bee Spring 
St. Benedicts Catholic Church Cub Run 

Hart County  
Bearwallow Church of Christ Park City 
Campground Methodist Church Munfordville 
Cane Run Church Cub Run 
Cave Hill Church Cub Run 
Cave Spring Church Horse Cave 
Cedar Cliff Church Horse Cave 
Cherry Spring Church Cub Run 
Concord Church Munfordville 
Cosby Church Park City 
Dorsey Church Cub Run 
Freedom Church Mammoth Cave 
Friendship Church Horse Cave 
Green Chapel Park City 
Jericho Church Cub Run 
Knob Church Park City 
Little Blue Spring Church Park City 
Little Flock Church Munfordville 
Lonoke Church Park City 
Macedonia Church Cub Run 
Morning Star Baptist Church Munfordville 
Mount Olivet Church Munfordville 
Munfordville Baptist Church Munfordville 
Munfordville Church of Christ Munfordville 
New Hope Church Horse Cave 
Oak Hill Church Cub Run 
Our Lady of the Caves Church Horse Cave 
Pine Grove Church Cub Run 
Pleasant Hill Church Munfordville 
Reams Church Cub Run 
Rowletts Baptist Church Park City 
Rocky Hill Church Munfordville 
Shady Grove Church Horse Cave 
Wilkerson Temple Munfordville 
Woodsonville Baptist Church Munfordville 
Warren County  
Bristow Church Bristow 
Cowles Chapel Bristow 
Fairview Church Bristow 
Green Meadows Church Smiths Grove 
Jackson Grove Church Bristow 
Loving Union CME Church Smiths Grove 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church Smiths Grove 
Oak Forest Church Smiths Grove 
Oakland Baptist Church Smiths Grove 
Oakland Christian Church Smiths Grove 
Oakland Mount Zion Baptist Church Smiths Grove 
Penns Chapel Bristow 
Plum Springs Church Bristow 
Smiths Grove Baptist Church Smiths Grove 
Smiths Grove Church of Christ Smiths Grove 
Smiths Grove Presbyterian Church Smiths Grove 
Stony Point Church Smiths Grove 
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Union Light Missionary Baptist Church is renowned regionally for its distinctive vocal music 
tradition, which was documented and studied by folklorist Lynwood Montell through interviews 
and sound recordings. The Union Light Shape-Note Singers and the Union Light Quartet are 
shape-note singers, a genre of American religious folksong popular until the 1940s (Montell 1991). 
“The seven shape-notes are used to teach a system in which the pitch of each note corresponds to 
its shape, independent of lines and spaces on the musical staff” (Montell 1991:11). Though singing 
was an important part of services since the church’s founding, the two choirs got their start in 1950 
when Charlie Sturgeon offered a workshop on seven-note singing at the church. Male and female 
singers in the choir, arranged in a circle based on their vocal parts, sing in four-part harmony 
traditional gospel hymns and newer songs. John M. Cain and David Taylor are past leaders of 
singing. The quartet was founded in 1961 by brothers Georgie and Floyd Childress, Georgie’s 
daughter Elsie, and Oren and Irene Priddy. The choir performs at churches, funerals, and singing 
conventions (Montell 1991).  

Two examples of congregations other than Baptist aid in illustrating Christian denominational 
diversity in the project area. Though Catholic communities are not common in the project area, a 
notable exception is congregants associated with St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church in 
Sunfish in northwestern Edmonson County (Section 3.3.13). Some locals describe Sunfish as “an 
oasis of Catholicism” in the region (e.g., Simon 2014). Many Catholic settlers came to Kentucky 
from Maryland. The St. John’s congregation has been worshipping since about 1830, when the 
church was established to minister to Catholic families who settled along Sunfish Creek, including 
the Bush, Durbin, Duvall, Hack, Hayes, Higgs, Hill, Jenkins, Lashley, Logsdon, Painter, Sales, 
Simon, Skees, and Tomes families. The church hosts an annual summer homecoming, typically in 
early July (St. John Church 2016, Simon 2014).  

In addition to the congregation writ large, there are two important organizations associated 
with St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church. Currently, leadership is provided by the Pastoral 
Council, “a selected group of parishioners who serve as advisors to the pastor. Along with the 
pastor, the council seeks to maintain unity in the parish and provide ways for all members to 
participate in the mission of the parish. The council assists in planning, assessing needs, identifying 
resources and establishing goals for the parish.” The current chair and vice-chair of the council are 
Cathy Young and Tom Pohlman, respectively. The other group is the manager and board of 
directors for St. John’s Thrift Store in Brownsville. The thrift store, currently managed by Barbara 
Fitzhugh, provides support to county residents in need of clothing, home furnishings, food, 
financial assistance with bills, and moral support (St. John Church 2016).  

An example of a Methodist church congregation in the project area is that of Historic Belle 
Key Methodist Church south of the park in Rhoda (Section 3.3.13). The last services and Sunday 
school classes were held in 1968-1978 but special events are held annually. Former members 
include James W. Parsley, Jr., Roma Slaughter, Elmer Madison, Ella Mae Madison, Virginia Scott, 
and Sally Ison. The current trustee/treasurer is Brandon A. Cowles of Brownsville (Belle Key 
Methodist Church and Cemetery 2017, Cowles 2013).  

An example of an African American congregation in the project is that of Icy Sink Missionary 
Baptist Church on Hwy 31W in Dripping Springs (Section 3.3.13). It was established as a Black 
congregation in the Antebellum period. The active congregation holds Bible study, Sunday school, 
and Sunday services under Pastor Rev. Steve Branham and First Lady Sister Wilhelmina Branham. 
Rev. Robert L. Pearson is a former pastor. Members of the congregation are potential informants 
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about rural Black communities in the southern Mammoth Cave area and include members of these 
families: Boards, Britt, Cook/Cooke, Dunn, Graham, Houchins, Mansfield, Parrish, and Pearson 
(Icy Sink Missionary Baptist Church 2018). 

3.3.5  Civic Organizations  

Civic organizations are non-profit groups whose members engage in service activities aimed 
at elevating individuals and improving communities. More specifically, a civic organization is any 
“community-based company, club, committee, association, corporation, or any other organization 
or group of persons acting in concert which is composed of persons who are members thereof on 
a voluntary basis and which is primarily established to further educational, charitable, religious, 
cultural, or local economic development purposes” (www.lawinsider.com). Civic organizations 
are potential stakeholders for the park if their service activities aid park-related communities and/or 
involve park resources. 

Little information about civic organizations was found in the archival resources reviewed for 
the current project, a notable exception being the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. 
There are extensive records about this group, which is the only civic organization that currently 
qualifies as a traditionally associated community (Section 3.5.3). Established in 1924 to advocate 
for the creation of the park centered on Mammoth Cave, the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association continues to be an active group in the project area today.  

As far as potential stakeholders, the oldest continually active civic organization among the 33 
in the project area is the Munfordville Women’s Club, a local group not affiliated with a larger 
national organization (Hart County Chamber of Commerce 2014). The club “was organized in 
1908 as a way to bring together the women of Hart County to support common projects and to 
contribute to the community in works of education, economics, culture, civics, and charity” (Hart 
County Chamber of Commerce 2014:1). In 1953 the organization purchased the Old Munford Inn 
(Section 3.4.18), which they refer to as the Old Inn, and they have been restoring it over the years. 
They meet monthly except the months of June through August. Recent members include Neva 
Brent, Betty Jo Bunnell, Mary Beth Bunnell (former secretary), Melody Chaney, Sherry Cottrell, 
Marian England, Susan Kerr, Barbara Kessler, Angela Logsdon (former treasurer), Coni Meador, 
Jorene McCubbin, Amy Seymour, Kim Smith, Sharon Williams (former president), and Margaret 
Wilson (Hart County Chamber of Commerce 2014).  

In addition to this local organization, there are a number of local chapters of national civic 
groups in the project area. While they do not have deep existing relationships with the park based 
on archival research and key informant interviews, the chapters are potential park visitors and 
potential partners for supporting park initiatives. The groups include Rotary International, which 
supports environmental sustainability, education, and economic development. It has four local 
clubs in Horse Cave, Glasgow, Bowling Green, and Leitchfield (www.rotary.org). Lions Club 
International promotes volunteer efforts to address human problems, including environ-mental 
restoration and sustainability. There are eight local chapters in Park City, Glasgow, Cave City, 
Brownsville, Horse Cave, Smiths Grove, Bowling Green, and Leitchfield (www.lionsclubs.org).  

Two youth-focused national civic organizations have local troops with existing connections to 
the park, where they hold outings and engage in educational programming such as merit badge 

http://www.lawinsider.com/
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workshops (Darlene Applegate, personal communication 2016). Troop members and leaders, too, 
are potential volunteers for park initiatives. Boy Scouts of America develops the physical, mental, 
spiritual, and ethical well-being of boys and girls through informal, hands-on educational and 
volunteer experiences, especially in the outdoors. There are at least ten troops in Glasgow, 
Brownsville, Smiths Grove, Bowling Green, and Leitchfield (www.scouting.org). Sharing a 
similar mission, Girl Scouts of the United States of America builds the confidence and character 
of girls in service to others. There are at least ten troops in Glasgow, Cave City, Brownsville, 
Horse, Bowling Green, and Leitchfield (www.girlscouts.org). 

3.3.6  Conservation and Preservation Groups 

Conservation and preservation groups undertake activities to protect natural and/or cultural 
resources and to insure their survival in as close to original condition as feasible for as long as 
possible into the future. Thirteen such groups in the project area were documented through archival 
research and key informant interviews. They undertake different types of conservation activities, 
including resource stewardship, educational programs, and policy and legislative advocacy. Most 
are not-for-profit organizations that draw heavily on volunteers to support their initiatives.  

The Mammoth Cave Restoration Group is an organization of cave and caving enthusiasts 
who work to restore Mammoth Cave and other caves in the vicinity. Sponsored by the National 
Speleological Society, the group of “Resto Cavers” has worked since 1989 with volunteers from 
across the nation, especially Illinois and Kentucky, most of whom have participated over a number 
of years. When in service, volunteers typically stay at Maple Springs Research Facility but also 
use the Cave Research Foundation’s Hamilton Valley Research Station (Section 3.5.7) as needed. 
The group maintains a comprehensive list of hundreds of past participants on its web site (Mammoth 
Cave Restoration Group 2020). 

The Mammoth Cave Restoration Group organizes multiple 
weekend work sessions or “camps” and one week-long camp each 
year. Each restoration camp has a crew of up to 45 pre-registered 
volunteers charged with accomplishing specific assigned tasks, 
such as cleaning lint from or covering electrical wire along tourist 
trails in Mammoth Cave. Camp leaders generate trip reports for 
each project, which are available on the group’s web site. Recently 
the group performed restoration work at Sand Cave (Figure 6) in 
the park and at Hundred Dome or Coach Cave (Section 3.4.15) 
outside the south park boundary near Park City. The camp director 
for the group, currently Brian Hunsaker, can be contacted at 
restocaver@yahoo.com. Recent directors are Bill Copeland and 
Roy Vanhoozer (Mammoth Cave Restoration Group 2020).  

Figure 6. Mammoth Cave Restoration Group Volunteers Working at Sand Cave to 
Remove Graffiti with Blow Torches (Mammoth Cave Restoration Group 2020). 

 

 

As “cavers working with the NPS to restore the world’s longest cave,” the Mammoth Cave 
Restoration Group is the only conservation-focused stakeholder group identified during Phase I 
research that expressly works within Mammoth Cave National Park. As such, the park and its 
resources are closely linked to the group’s existence as a community and its sense of purpose. The 

mailto:restocaver@yahoo.com
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group has long-term interests in the integrity and management of park resources, caves in 
particular. This relationship makes the group not just a stakeholder but potentially a traditionally 
associated group for the park. However, at just over 30 years, the group has not been in existence 
long enough to meet the Park Service longevity or endurance criterion. This community might, 
therefore, be considered an “emerging” associated group for the park. 

Other conservation and preservation groups in the project area focus on natural and cultural 
resources outside the park. Because resources in and outside the park often are interconnected, and 
the because the park and these groups share the common concern and mission of conservation, 
these groups are potential stakeholders for the park.  

For example, Friends of Nolin Lake is a nature-focused non-profit organization that seeks to 
increase the visibility and perception of Nolin Lake, promote and protect natural resources, 
encourage safe use of water resources, and promote the local economy through public awareness, 
community efforts, and recreational opportunities. Based in Clarkson in Grayson County, the 
group’s web site includes newsletters, events and activities, and neighborhood communities. 
Recent officers include Glenna Black, Kevin Engel, Brittany Gary, Tommy Kelley, Phillip Lamb, 
Bobby Rabold, and Ron Tyrer (Friends of Nolin Lake 2017).  

The Frenchman’s Knob Nature Preserve is southeast of Bonnieville in Hart County near the 
eastern boundary of the current project area. The group is sponsored by the Bacon Creek Historical 
Society with a grant from the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund. They manage a 90-
acre preserve that promotes hiking, bird watching, and other outdoor activities on the property 
(Frenchman’s Knob Nature Preserve 2017).  

There are seven other conservation and preservation groups focused on natural resources in the 
project area, all but one of which focus exclusively on cave and karst resources. Based in Horse 
Cave, the American Cave Conservation Association is a national non-profit organization 
dedicated to protecting caves, karst, and groundwater. The Southeastern Cave Conservancy 
Nashville Grotto manages Logsdon Preserve on Fisher Ridge in Hart County, and the Elroy and 
Marilyn Daleo Cave Preserve protects the Daleo Entrance to Roppel Cave in Hart County. The 
Louisville Grotto of the National Speleological Society manages Lone Star Preserve, a 126-acre 
preserve near Bonnieville, and Twin Lakes Conservancy does conservation work at L&N Cave 
in Cave City. The Crumps Cave Education and Research Preserve in Smiths Grove is affiliated 
with Western Kentucky University, as is the Green River Preserve, which protects over 1,600 
acres of former farmland upstream of the park in Hart County. 

A number of cultural preservation groups in the project area outside the park are focused on 
places, events, and people associated with the Civil War, such as the Kentucky Heartland Civil 
War Commission. In Hart County, the Battle for the Bridge Historic Preserve in Munfordville 
is an active nonprofit, non-governmental collaboration among the Hart County Historical Society, 
the Civil War Preservation Trust, and private landowners who donated preservation and conser-
vation easements. The Preserve protects 219 acres of three overlapping Civil War battlefields, 
remnant fortifications, and other Civil War-related cultural resources (Section 3.4.10) (Battle for 
the Bridge 2017).  

Friends of Fort Williams, formerly the Fort Williams Restoration Commission, operates in 
northern Glasgow at another Civil War site (Section 3.4.10). In 1976 the Commission received 
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funding from the National Park Service, Kentucky Heritage Commission [now Kentucky Heritage 
Council], and The City of Glasgow to restore the fort. Restoration architect Charles Lessing com-
pleted extensive archival research. In 1977-1978 Dr. Jack Schock of Western Kentucky University 
conducted archeological excavations prior to restoration, and the university curates the collection. 
G. Reynolds Watkins of Consulting Engineers in Bowling Green prepared the plans, and Barton 
Construction Company of Glasgow performed the work, completing the restoration in 1980. 
Charles B. Honeycutt (deceased) was chairman of the Commission (Manuscripts and Folklife 
Archives 2015). Bob Reece is a current member of the board of directors. 

3.3.7  Descendants and Descendant Families 

Individuals and families whose ancestors historically resided in the project area comprise the 
descendants and descendant families category of stakeholders and resource users. The majority are 
of Euro-American ancestry, with German, Scotch-Irish, and English ethnicities predominating. 
Most African American families are descended from individuals enslaved in this region. While 
Native Americans have the deepest historical ties to the project area, spanning thousands of years, 
their more recent occupations in the project area are less known for several reasons described later 
(Section 3.5.4). Of course, individuals of mixed ancestry also resided in the project area. 

Several types of documentary sources provide information about descendants and descendant 
families and their ancestors. Census and marriage records, oral histories, family bibles, cemetery 
records, newspaper articles, and county histories in the archives are primary and secondary sources 
for surnames, genealogical relationships, occupations, countries of origin, and related information 
about early settlers and their descendants. Maps provide useful spatial data about the distribution 
of families on the physical and cultural landscapes. An 1898 hand-drawn map in Warnell (1997), 
for example, shows property owners in Edmonson and Hart counties along Green River. 

In 2016 WKU-PBS produced a 30-minute documentary, Mammoth Cave: A Place Called 
Home, that chronicles the impact of park creation on local families and communities and the role 
of the CCC in razing houses, barns, stores, schools, and other vestiges of the dispossessed families. 
The documentary features interviews with Euro-American and African American descendants, 
former and current park rangers, and local historians; family photographs and historic footage; and 
present-day scenes of former home sites and other cultural resources in the park. Individuals who 
appear in the program are Ruth Woodrum, whose mother lived at Good Spring; Don Bransford, 
whose ancestors included several famous cave guides; Daniel Lee, whose family relocated to Cave 
City after the farm was legally condemned; Nelson Sanders, whose family resided in the Sand 
Spring area; Lewis Cutliff, former resident and park ranger; and Johnny Meredith, descendant and 
current park ranger.  

Of the numerous descendant stakeholders in the project area, those who are descended from 
families residing on property that became the park meet Park Service criteria for designation as 
traditionally associated or affiliated groups. They are divided into three groups – Native American 
descendants, Euro-American descendants, and African American descendants – that are described 
in Section 3.5.4.  

Outside the park, descendants and descendant families are potential stakeholders having less 
direct relationships with park resources. They, too, are combined together into three groups based 
on racial/ethnic criteria. Regarding Euro-American descendants, Warnell (1997) described the 
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Phelps family that settled largely on the north side of Green River in Edmonson County. Simon 
(2014) covered families that settled west of Nolin River in the Sunfish area, including Bush, 
Durbin, Duvall, Hack, Hayes, Higgs, Hill, Jenkins, Lashley, Logsdon, Painter, Sales/Simon, 
Skees, and Tomes. 

The Edmonson County Historical Society (1989) described the histories of dozens of families 
in the county, most of whom resided in places within the current project area. Entries for the more 
established families are relatively longer than others. The surnames are Age, Alexander, Alford, 
Anderson, Ashley, Baker, Barbee, Basham, Bird, Blair, Blanton, Bledsoe, Bolton, Bratcher, Brooks, 
Brown, Browning, Bullock, Burba, Buttrum, Campbell, Carder, Cardwell, Carroll, Cassady, 
Caswell, Cayton, Chambers, Childers, Clark, Cline, Constant, Conway, Cook/Cooke, Cowles, 
Crisp, Crump, Dalton, Davis, Dawes, Day, Decker, Demonbreun/Demunbrun/Demonbrun, 
Denham, Dossey, Douglas, Drake, Dunn, Duvall, Dwyer, Edwards, Elder, Elmore, Farris, Ferguson, 
Ford, Gaines, Gipson, Goings, Grant, Gravil, Guess, Hardison, Harp, Harris, Hatler, Hawkins, 
Hayes, Hazelip, Heath, Hill, Hogan, Holton, Houchin, Huff, Hunt, Isbell, James, Johnson, Jones, 
Jordan, Keefus, Key, Kinser, Lane, Lashley, Lindsey, Logan, Lowe, Ludwig, Maddox, Madison, 
McCoun, McCrady, McIntire, Meisel, Meredith/Merideth, Miller, Minton, Mitchell, Moody, 
Moore, Morris, Morrow, Musick, Pardue, Payne, Peger, Poteet, Potter, Prather, Pryor, Ray, 
Raymer, Reed, Rich, Rountree, Saling/Salleng, Saltsman, Sanders, Skaggs, Smith, Sowders, 
Spainhoward, Stephens, Stevenson, Stice, Sturdivant, Sullivan, Tarter, Tomes, Tunks, Van Meter, 
Vertrees, Vincent, Webb, Whittle, Wilkes, Willis, Wolfe, Wood, Woodcock, Woosley, and York. 

Childress et al. (1981) described late 18th-early 19th century Euro-American settlement of the 
Cub Run (a.k.a., Crossroads) area of Hart County north of the park, including the Caswell, 
Childress, Cottrell, Craddock, Croghan, Durbin, Gardner, Hodges, Johnston, Kessinger, Lively, 
Logsdon, Meredith, Reams, Reynolds Sanders, Stinson, Strader, Taylor, Thompson, and White 
families. Also in Hart County, Edwards (1940) conveyed information about early families such as 
Anderson, Buckner, Bush, Crain, Edwards, Grinstead, Hamilton, Munford, Sanderson, Thomas, 
Van Buren, and Wilson. Applegate (2007) provided information about the Cann, Coats, Crump, 
Denham, Durbin, Durham, Gardner, Gillock, Mansfield, McCoy, Moneypenny, Roundtree, 
Sturgeon, Taylor, and Webb families of western Hart County.  

Outside the park, African American descendants with ancestors of at least two generations 
in the local area are found in racially integrated communities. For example, Nancy, Warren, and 
Harriet Coats of Edmonson County, who worked at Mammoth Cave, may be descended from 
individuals enslaved by the George Coats family of the Northtown area or his son John and Rachel 
(Richardson) Coats of Brownsville (Applegate 2007, Warnell 1997). In addition, some African 
American descendants are linked to two more historically segregated communities in the Oakland 
area, Sunnyside and Freeport. 

Located between Oakland, US Route 31W, the L&N Railroad, and Interstate 65, Sunnyside 
was established by formerly enslaved persons in the early Postbellum subperiod, probably by the 
1870s. The main archival source of information about the community is a recent oral history and 
architectural survey project completed by Sweeten (2002). Sunnyside residents attended the local 
school that provided education through eighth grade, worshipped at Loving Union Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church (a.k.a., Union Church), and buried their loved ones in the church’s 
associated cemetery. The land for the church, cemetery, and school, as well as furnishings for the 
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original frame church building, reportedly were provided by the Cole family of Mizpah Road. The 
current concrete-block church was constructed in 1948 under the direction of then pastor Rev. J. 
J. Mann and church trustees J. Davidson, M. Haynes, B. Martin, N. Oldham, Tom Sharp, Clara 
Shobe, and Myrtle White. At that time the one-room school house was demolished, as Sunnyside 
students had been attending school in nearby Freeport for about a decade (Sweeten 2002).  

By 1886 the community was served by a post office, which operated until 1958 in a now-gone 
building with a general store, gas pump, and waiting room for the train that ran through 
community. Postmasters included Lorena Hendricks and Ruth Mae (Ellison) Whobry Simpson. In 
the 1930s there were about seven houses and farmsteads in Sunnyside. In the 1940s there were 
about ten residences, described by a former resident as “little huts” or small, plain, wood-frame 
houses. By 2000, those houses were replaced by over 50 mostly brick ranch and mobile home 
residences (Sweeten 2002).  

Families who reside/resided in the Sunnyside community include Carpenter, Cook, Davidson, 
Hayes/Hays, Haynes, Hendrick, Hibbitt, Hill, Jenkins, Patterson, Ray, Roundtree, Sharp, Shirley, 
Shobe, Skaggs, Smith, Starks, Sweatt, White, and Williams. The Loving Union CME Church 
regularly holds services and remains the foundation of the Sunnyside community. It is the site for 
an annual Sunnyside homecoming and de facto family reunion held each May, drawing descendants 
from Bowling Green, Ohio, Tennessee, Indiana, and Michigan (Sweeten 2002, www.findagrave.
com

 
). 

About five miles northeast of Sunnyside is Freeport, an African American community centered 
on the north side of the L&N Railroad in Oakland (Warren County). Like Sunnyside, freed Blacks 
founded Freeport in about 1870 and the community included residences and small farmsteads. The 
small cluster of single-family houses is situated along three short streets. Several of these residential 
buildings are contributing properties to the Register-listed Oakland-Freeport Historic District 
(Section 3.4.18). Another contributing property is the Mt. Zion Baptist Church, a frame-and-brick-
veneer building erected in 1886 to replace an earlier building. In the 1970s the congregation 
constructed a baptismal pool in the church, replacing the practice of conducting baptisms at the 
millpond of a local flour mill. The church erected a two-room schoolhouse, where classes for 
grades 1-8 met from August to March and community social events were held regularly throughout 
the year. After the school closed, the building was converted into a restaurant called Freeport 
Playhouse, which featured pool tables and dancing. It was destroyed by fire in 1975. Families who 
reside/resided in Freeport include Bibbs, Carpenter, Cook, Crenshaw, Gardner, Gatewood, Halsell, 
Jones, Knowles, LaRue, Patterson, Potter, Shobe, and Wright. The current pastor of the Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church is Rev. Donald R. Valentine (Barnette 2004, www.findagrave.com, Ziegler 2004). 

As with park lands (Section 3.5.4), there is limited archival information about Native American 
descendants whose ancestors who lived outside the park. Unlike African American descendants 
in Sunnyside and Freeport, there were no known communities of Native Americans residing in the 
project area during the Historic period. Families with Native American ancestry did reside in 
racially integrated communities such as Brownsville (e.g., Lobb) and the Nolin Lake area (e.g., 
Moutardier). It is likely that at least some of the Native American families in Edmonson County 
came from Green County. In the mid 19th century, Dr. John H. Baker brought laborers from there 
to work at his Nolin Iron Furnace, and the labor force included a number of Native American men 
of unspecified tribes, some of whom married local women in Edmonson County (Section 3.4.8). 

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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In addition, some Cherokee descendants settled in the project area after being displaced from 
Tennessee-North Carolina in the 19th century (Dorothy Lobb, personal communication 2019). 

3.3.8  Employees (Current and Former) 

Current and former employees of Mammoth Cave National Park, and potentially the precursor 
Mammoth Cave Estate, comprise another type of stakeholder group. Their length of service ranges 
from several years to several decades. Those current and former employees with multi-
generational ties to the park or who worked at the park for at least 40 years, here referred to as 
legacy employees and veteran employees, respectively, qualify as a traditionally associated group 
and are discussed in Section 3.5.5.  

Some employees of Mammoth Cave National Park are/were affiliated with the National Park 
Service, while others are/were “civilian” employees fulfilling support and other roles for the park, 
such as administration and concessions. The former includes rangers who serve/served in interpre-
tation, law enforcement, and other roles at the park. Some current and former employees have 
worked in more than one position in the park, and they therefore can offer different stakeholder 
viewpoints and resource use experiences from a comparative perspective.  

In 2013 Brent Björkman conducted ethnographic research to document the workplace 
experiences of Mammoth Cave National Park rangers. While much research about the park has 
focused on its environmental setting, the cultural heritage of pre-park occupants, and/or the 
political agents who brought the park into existence, less attention has been paid to the generations 
of employees who devoted their careers to being the stewards of these public lands and resources. 
Because much of the stories of rangers’ lives themselves remained undocumented, clouded by the 
monolithic stories advanced by federal and state agencies, Björkman sought to gather workplace 
stories from these professionals, focusing on how they apply their diverse training to an occupation 
with a unified mission, that of protecting and preserving park resources and keeping each location 
safe for (and from) visitors (Björkman 2013).  

Björkman’s (2013) interviews with current and former park rangers revealed there is a deep 
body of personal experience narratives about ranger work that is commonly understood and part 
of their own intimate community life. From recalling dangerous encounters with fires and wild 
animals to recounting the funny and foolish things park visitors do, rangers excel at telling tales. 
Stories from rangers include rich detail about their lives that touch on a host of topics both common 
and unique to life outside this occupational subculture. Topics explored include the increase in 
numbers of women in the ranks of the ranger service, how fiscal challenges have been overcome 
by a multifaceted work force, the same family making the National Park Service a career, the trials 
of ranger couples separated by assignments to different parks, the virtues and challenges of raising 
a family within a park community, and the lifestyle sensibilities that draw or repel children from 
following in their parent’s footsteps (Björkman 2013). 

Bjorkman (2013) interviewed 27 current and former park employees who are stakeholders. 
Informants representing park interpretation are Jim Carroll, Bob Cetera, Zona Cetera, Chuck 
DeCroix, Sharon Ganci, Saene Garcia, Joel Gillespie, Coy Hanson, David Lyons, Joy Lyons, 
Darlene Owens, Kathy Profitt, Tres Seymour, Jenny Smith, David Spence, Bobby Steenbergen, 
Jackie Wheet, and David Wyrick. Law enforcement rangers who contributed are David Alexander, 
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Josh Clemons, Brad McDougal, Lora Peppers, Brian Sacia, Eddie Wells, and Pete Zahrt. 
Additional informants are Phil Veluzat (maintenance) and Robert Ward (natural resources). Owing 
to his decades of service as cultural resources specialist, Ward is a particularly germane to the 
current ethnographic research project. In addition to the relevant information they provided in the 
existing interviews, these individuals could be interviewed again specifically about park resources 
and the traditionally associated people and stakeholders who use them.  

Other current and former park employees who are potential informants for this stakeholder 
group are Mike Adams and Tina Tunks (interpretation); Mary Conner, Sarah Craighead, Ken Kern, 
Bruce Powell, Pat Reed, and Barclay Trimble (administration); Mark DePoy, Ed Jaikitis, Joe 
Meiman, Rick Olson, Rickard Toomey, and Terry Tune (natural resources); Wayne Elliott (law 
enforcement); and Steve Kovar (maintenance). Civilian employees who can provide insights about 
park concessions include Greg Davis, Lee Davis, and Mary Ann Davis, all now retired. Because 
Björkman’s (2013) work relied heavily on informants employed in interpretation, these 19 
potential informants can expand the range of perspectives represented by this stakeholder group. 

3.3.9  Gateway Communities 

There are three gateway communities to Mammoth Cave National Park: Park City to the south, 
Cave City to the east, and Brownsville to the west. Gateway communities are incorporated 
municipalities bordering the park along major access roads from which most visitors enter the 
park. Because the histories, traditions, and economies of these municipalities are closely tied to 
the park, they are traditionally associated communities and are covered separately in Section 3.5.6. 

Included in this stakeholder group are six incorporated municipalities in the project area that 
do not directly border the park but are connected historically, culturally, and economically to the 
park and to cave country more broadly. They are Glasgow in Barren County; Horse Cave, 
Munfordville, and Bonnieville in Hart County; and Oakland and Smiths Grove in Warren County. 
In 2015, the state legislature classified these municipalities, as well as the three gateway 
communities, as home rule class cities, meaning they are run by forms of government other than 
mayor-alderman, such as mayor-council, commission, or city manager. The many unincorporated 
municipalities in the project area, here referred to as neighborhood communities, are described in 
Section 3.3.13. 

Horse Cave and Munfordville in Hart County are farther from the park and are not technically 
gateway communities. However, they have historic relationships with the park and experience 
economic and other impacts from park visitors. For example, in addition to Brownsville and 
Cave City, a 1928 state tourist map identified Horse Cave as an access point to Mammoth Cave 
(Kentucky State Highway Commission 1926). One can indeed access the park off Route 31W 
and parallel roads and rails from Horse Cave, but the distance is considerably longer on KY-218 
and the route less direct. Further, there are backroad routes from Munfordville that arrive in the 
park.  

In 1794-1795 Jesse, Miles, and William Grinstead settled hundreds of acres in the valley in 
which Horse Cave was later founded. William T. Bush received a 1,000-acre military warrant 
adjacent to and south of the Grinstead property in 1794, but he did not arrive in the area until 1796. 
In 1800 the Bush land was sold to the Wilson family, who settled the plot in 1802. The large tract 
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was divided among Mrs. Wilson’s heirs upon her death. One tract fronted present-day Main Street 
in Horse Cave, above the sinkhole entrance to Hidden River Cave. The Amos family owned an 
extensive tract north of Main Street and west of the Wilson survey. In 1805, William Martin 
purchased from John Harvie a tract of land south of present-day Main Street in Horse Cave, 
building the third dwelling in what was to become the town of Horse Cave. Other early settlers to 
the area were the Harper and Owens families (Edwards 1913).  

 Important developments in Horse Cave occurred midcentury. In the early 1850s, tobacco 
dealer Maj. Albert Anderson purchased nearly all the land currently within the boundaries of Horse 
Cave. This purchase included Hidden River Cave, which Anderson apparently owned for several 
decades. Though not a surveyor by training, Anderson laid out the streets in what was to formally 
become Horse Cave a decade later. Work on the railroad running through Horse Cave began in 
1857 and finished in 1859. In 1858, the first store in Horse Cave was opened. Horse Cave was 
known by that name for some time before the town was officially incorporated in 1864. The town 
was incorporated again as Caverna in 1868, but after about ten years the original name was 
restored (Edwards 1913). 

 Since the town of Horse Cave was settled, Hidden River Cave’s underground river served as a 
water source for the town’s inhabitants. In 1874 Joseph H. Glover installed a dam and the first 
system of waterworks to bring water out of the cave but ran into legal problems with the contract. 
Later that year, the town hired T. P. Bowman to drill a hole into the cave from railroad property 
above in order to pump water to the surface. His endeavor was unsuccessful. In 1894 Dr. George 
A. Thomas successfully installed a hydroelectric system in the cave (Edwards 1913). 

Besides Hidden River Cave (Section 3.4.19), the railroad played a major role in the 
development of the town of Horse Cave, and the Dixie Highway contributed to its longevity as an 
important hub in Hart County (Section 3.4.20). Horse Cave’s L-shaped downtown developed a 
cluster of businesses near the rail line, anchored by large tobacco warehouses and the now-gone 
Owens Hotel (Section 3.4.3). Businesses accommodated train travelers and served local residents 
alike, including farmers who found access to markets in town. Burley tobacco and agriculture 
remain the key industry in Horse Cave today, followed by tourism (Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 

Notable individuals from Horse Cave include Carl “Kingfish” Helem (1926-2001). A gifted 
athlete, in 1944 and 1945 Helem led his high school team at Horse Cave Colored School to 
consecutive state championships in basketball. After a similarly distinguished basketball career at 
Tennessee State University, Helem played for the Harlem Globetrotters from 1948 to 1955 when 
the professional squad was at a peak. He is one of a small number of Globetrotters designated a 
“Legend” owing to his team contributions and humanitarian causes. In 1999 Helem retired from 
Ashland Oil and Refining Company in northern Kentucky after a 35-year career (Harlem Globe-
trotters 2020). 

Munfordville originally was known as Big Buffalo Crossing because of the well-worn animal 
ford across Green River around which the town developed. The community is named for Richard 
J. Munford, one of two brothers who were among the earliest settlers. The wealthiest man in the 
county, Richard Munford donated the land for the town in 1816, and it became the county seat 
when Hart County was created in 1819. The town was incorporated several decades later, in 1858 
(Applegate 2007, Collins 1877).  
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Besides playing an important role in the development of the county in the early 19th century, 
Munfordville was the site of significant military action during the Civil War. This was due in large 
part to its strategic location on two major transportation routes: the Louisville-Nashville Turnpike 
and the L&N Railroad (Section 3.4.20). Union and Confederate troops held land here at different 
times, and they constructed a variety of fortifications. There were several battles and skirmishes 
in and around the town. Wounded soldiers were treated at hospitals in town, and some of the 
deceased were interred in local cemeteries (Sections 3.4.9, 3.4.10, 3.4.13).  

A third incorporated community in Hart County is Bonnieville, which originally was known 
as Bacon Creek for the stream that runs through the community. The area was settled as early as 
the 1780s, but the town was not incorporated until 1849. After the L&N Railroad was constructed 
with a stop here, the town was known as Bacon Creek Station. In 1880 the name was changed 
formally to the current Bonnieville after a Scottish song. Like Munfordville, this town was the 
focus of military action during the Civil War owing to its location on major road and rail 
thoroughfares (Section 3.4.10). The population of Bonnieville consistently has numbered in the 
several hundreds over the course of its history (City of Bonnieville 2018). 

There are two Warren County incorporated communities that fall within the project area. 
Oakland, initially known as Oakland Station [not in reference to a rail station] was settled in the 
late 18th century. William Radford opened the first store here and reportedly named the town. 
Oakland was incorporated in 1859 when the L&N Railroad was constructed through the 
community. During its heyday from about 1870-1900, Oakland was a booming commercial center 
where local agricultural products were shipped to major cities. An African American neighborhood 
called Freeport (Section 3.3.7) developed on the north side of the railroad tracks during this time 
(Zeigler 2004). “Commercial development took place along both sides of the rail corridor, and the 
town grew to include a telegraph office, drug store, post office, two general stores, passenger 
platform, hotel, school, bank, barber shop, corn mill, and blacksmith shop. Oakland enjoyed its 
greatest prosperity as the major strawberry producing area of Kentucky from 1915 to 1950” (City 
of Oakland 2017:1).  

Smiths Grove was settled in the late 18th century owing to its location along the Dripping 
Springs Escarpment and north-south transportation routes, such as the L&N Turnpike (Section 
3.4.20). The L&N Railroad was constructed through the community in 1859, which led to the 
town’s growth and prosperity over the late 19th century. Smiths Grove was incorporated in 1871. 
The town square, which did not follow a particular spatial plan, had a bank, post office, rail station, 
and a number of stores. Despite having only about 800 residents, Smiths Grove currently is the 
second largest town in Warren County (Gibbs and Henderson 1978k, Smiths Grove 2018). 

Finally, Glasgow is the largest of the incorporated communities in the project area. The 
northern half of the town falls within the southern portion of the study area. Though settled earlier, 
Glasgow was established by legislative act in 1798, when it became the Barren County seat. John 
Gorin, one of the first settlers, donated 50 acres of land for construction of public buildings around 
a large spring. The Glasgow post office was established in 1803 and was the first post office in 
Barren County. Glasgow’s centralized location, position along the Natchez Trace (now US 31E) 
and L&N Railroad spur line (Section 3.4.20), and surrounding agriculturally rich land led to its 
growth as the major population center of Barren County. The town had a Union fort during the 
Civil War (Section 3.4.10) and was the site of several skirmishes (City of Glasgow 2011).  
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Glasgow grew considerably in the late 19th century and its population doubled from 
approximately 750 to 1,500 between 1870 to 1880. The school that would become Western 
Kentucky University was established here in 1875, and the community supported several other 
academies and educational institutions. Glasgow was incorporated in 1878, after which time city 
services such as hospitals expanded. By 1930 the population topped 5,000 and it is currently 
almost three times that number. The South Central Kentucky Cultural Center was constructed in 
Glasgow in 2001 and is one of the archives consulted for this project (Section 3.2.8) (City of 
Glasgow 2011).  

3.3.10  Genealogical and Historical Societies  

Genealogical and historical societies are non-profit organizations of avocational, amateur, 
and/or professional members who research, collect, document, preserve, and disseminate various 
forms of verbal and documentary information about family lineages and local cultural history. 
These volunteer organizations and their members represent considerable funds of knowledge about 
past peoples, land uses, and culturally significant resources in the areas that they serve, and there-
fore the members are potential informants for ethnographic studies of the park. Further, members 
of genealogical and historical societies often are familiar with other content experts in the area, 
who are additional potential informants. Seven genealogical and historical societies in the current 
project area were documented through archival research. 

There are genealogical-historical societies in three of the five counties in the project area. All 
engage in similar types of activities, such as conducting and publishing research; documenting 
cemeteries, buildings, and other cultural resources; sponsoring community events such as public 
lectures; and maintaining archives of documentary records and other materials.  

Based in Glasgow, the Barren County Historical Society was established in 1972. Current 
officers are Marvin Claywell, Martha F. Harrison, and Hubert D. Harrison. Current members of 
the board of directors are Betty Durette, Gary Bewley, Nancy C. Richey, and Sandi Gorin 
(Kentucky Secretary of State 2019). The group maintains a Facebook page at @BCHSociety. 

Organized in 1976, the Grayson County Historical Society is housed in the historic Jack 
Thomas House in Leitchfield. Here the group maintains free resources for the public, including a 
research library with over 150 family histories and a museum with hundreds of items related to the 
county and its residents. Current officers are Scotty Gore, Scott Carter, Rose Booth, and Norman 
Cubbage. Members of the board of directors are Kelly Stevenson, Allison Helm, Joyce Bell, 
Melinda Baum, Robert Meredith, Bill Clemons, and Joyce York (Grayson County Historical 
Society 2017, Kentucky Secretary of State 2019) 

Established in 1968, the Hart County Historical Society and Museum is based in Mun-
fordville, where it maintains a museum, archive, and genealogy library (Hart County Historical 
Society and Museum 2015). It is one of the archives consulted for this research project (Section 
3.2.3).  

The Southern Kentucky Genealogical Society is a regional society established in 1981. It 
serves a 22-county area that includes all five counties in which the current project area is located, 
with a focus on the Barren River area. Based in Bowling Green, current members include Elaine 
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Sledge, Gina Patton, Kim Runner, Deana Kathryn Snow, and Pat Spears (Ray 2014, Southern 
Kentucky Genealogical Society 2019).  

The South Central Kentucky Historical and Genealogical Society serves a multi-county 
region including Barren as well as Cumberland, Metcalfe, and Monroe counties. Founded in 1972, 
the group meets the fourth Thursday of the month at the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center 
in Glasgow. The society publishes a quarterly bulletin called Traces. Current officers are Sandi 
Gorin, Martha F. Harrison, and Hubert D. Harrison. The board of directors are Mary B. Jones, 
James H. Richey, Betty Durette, Gary Bewley, Nancy C. Richey, and Stephen R. Botts (Kentucky 
Secretary of State 2019, www.genealogyinc.com).  

Another regional society is the Ancestral Trails Historical Society. Based in Elizabethtown, 
the group serves a region including Edmonson, Grayson, and Hart counties, as well as seven others. 
The group maintains a research library open to the public, and it publishes a quarterly news 
magazine. Present officers are Gary Kempf, Sharon Williams, Stephen Rafferty, and Carol 
Stromatt (Ancestral Trails Historical Society 2019, www.genealogyinc.com).  

One additional group is the Bacon Creek Historical Society on Dixie Highway in Bonnie-
ville. The mission of this non-profit organization is to rediscover the rich heritage that exists 
throughout Bonnieville and the Bacon Creek area, preserve that heritage, and present it to 
residents and travelers alike. The group undertakes preservation and restoration projects, main-
tains an archive, and organizes enactments of local Civil War events and the annual Bacon Creek 
Station Celebration. Recent directors include Kimmy Cook and Tammy Cook (Bacon Creek 
Historical Society 2016). 

3.3.11  Government Agencies 

 Government agencies are administrative units of municipal, state, or federal governments that 
are responsible for implementation, oversight, and/or regulation of specific tasks, functions, 
policies, or legislative acts. Some work in close association with government departments, while 
others operate independently. Government agencies with missions related to natural and cultural 
resources are potential stakeholders for Mammoth Cave National Park. Only three examples of 
government agencies in the project area were identified during archival research, one of which no 
longer is in operation but had a profound impact on the park. 

Inside the park, a government agency that had truly transformative effects was the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. President Franklin D. Roosevelt established the CCC under Executive 
Order 610 by authority vested in an Act of Congress in 1933 and continuing to 1942. The federal 
program employed millions of young men on conservation initiatives around the country. The 
four CCC camps established in the park, one of which was made up of African American men, 
constituted one of the largest CCC projects in Kentucky. Their work focused on road and 
building construction, trails development, water systems, erosion control, reforestation, utilities 
installation, fire fighting and fire tower duty, mapping, stone masonry, and truck driving. The 
work of CCC teams was the only development permitted in what would become the park prior 
to its dedication in 1941 (Malloy 1987a, 1987b). The four CCC camps in the park each published 
newspapers in 1935-1940, many of which have been digitized and are available online. Company 

https://www.genealogyinc.com/
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510 had the Mammoth Eagle, Company 516 published the Camp Cade Courier, Company 543 
had Cave Man, and Axe and Sledge was published by Company 582 (Marks 2019). 

Kelly (Lally) Malloy’s (1987a, 1987b) interviews with 25 former CCC workers and other 
related individuals provide important information and emic perspectives about work projects, 
compensation, social life in the camps, race relations, relationships with local communities, and 
the success and effectiveness of the CCC program. The informants were James D. Ashby, Elmore 
Britt, Gilbert Bush, Georgie Oscar Childress, Albert A. “Shorty” Coats, Lewis D. Cutliff, 
Dawson “Doss” Davis, Troy Davis, Vida Davis, James Dennison, Joseph T. Hall, Donald C. 
Hazlett, H.B. Jackson, Ellis M. Jones, Kathryn Allison (Curd) Kadel, Richard “Dick” Kadel, 
Joseph Kulesza, Smith Meredith, Sherman Moffitt, Gilbert L. Sanders, Henry B. Scott, W. Ray 
Scott, Oral Lee “O.L.” Thomas, Clint Thompson, Charles Hobert Vincent, Reubin Vincent, and 
Vernon P. Wells.  

The Rail Trail Development Office was created by legislative act in 2015 to serve as a liaison 
between the Kentucky Department for Local Government, under which it is housed, and local 
governments, non-profit organizations, and other groups interested in converting abandoned rail-
road lines to recreational trails. Office staff members monitor the submission of abandonment 
applications, share information with and coordinate efforts among other government agencies, 
assist applicants with funding to convert rail lines to public use trails, and assist applicants with 
rail banking and trail usage condition requests (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015). Though 
this group does not have deep affiliations with the park, it works or potentially can work with 
such groups who seek to develop trails in and around the park (Sections 3.3.14, 3.3.16).  

The Kentucky Bicycle and Bikeway Commission is potentially relevant in a similar 
manner. It was created by legislative action in 1992 to assist local governments and other groups 
with the development of bikeways and bicycling in communities. The commission represents 
the interests of bicyclists with state agencies, assists with implementation of bicycle and 
bikeways programs, and promotes the interests of bicyclists with the public at large (Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 2015). 

3.3.12  Natural History Societies and Interest Groups 

Natural history societies and interest groups are non-profit organizations of avocational, 
amateur, and/or professional members who research, collect, document, protect, preserve, educate, 
and disseminate information about nature, natural resources, and natural sciences. Some societies 
have broad interests that encompass diverse natural resources and landscapes. Others societies and 
communities target specific types of natural resources, such as wildflowers and mushrooms. Of 
course, a number of groups in the project area focus on caves and karst. Stakeholders that focus 
mostly or exclusively on conservation and preservation of natural resources are covered separately 
(Section 3.3.6).  

Twelve natural history societies and interest groups were identified through archival research 
and key informant interviews. These groups are stakeholders because they use park resources, have 
ongoing interest in resource management decisions, or, less commonly, have identities tied to the 
park and its resources. Four additional natural history societies and interest groups that are 
traditionally associated communities for Mammoth Cave National Park are described separately 
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in Section 3.5.6: mushroom hunters and collectors, Cave Research Foundation, Central Kentucky 
Karst Coalition, and Mammoth Cave Group.  

A plant-focused natural history society with connections to Mammoth Cave National Park is 
Warren East Garden Club, an affiliate of The Garden Club of Kentucky, Inc., which itself is a 
state member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. The Garden Club of Kentucky was incorporated in 
Kentucky as a non-profit corporation in 1948 (#0019245), and it and the Warren East Garden Club 
are registered 501(c)(3) charitable organizations. The objectives of the group are “to promote interest 
in and knowledge of horticulture, gardening, garden therapy, and youth gardening; to encourage 
beautification of home, community, and state; to encourage appreciation and conservation of wild-
flowers, wildlife, forests, wilderness areas, and other natural resources and cooperate with other 
agencies promoting these interests” (The Garden Club of Kentucky 2017:1).  

Based in Smiths Grove, membership in Warren East Garden Club is open to individuals with 
interests that support the group’s mission. The club meets monthly at members’ homes. Since at 
least 2013, the club has assisted with the park’s annual Wildflower Day by providing educational 
programming about wildflowers, birds, and butterflies. The group also helps to maintain Mammoth 
Cave flower beds. There is little archival information about specific resources in the park that are 
potentially significant to the group or the group’s long-term interests in park resources; ethno-
graphic research could reveal this information. Potential informants for the Warren East Garden 
Club are provided in Table 3. Other potential informants are Ruth Ann Eadens, Kay Lightfoot, Jo 
Serena Mansfield, Carrie Morgan, Nancy Stiles, and Jean Tuttle (The Garden Club of Kentucky 
2017; Mammoth Cave National Park 2013, 2016). 

Table 3. Potential Informants for the Warren East Garden Club. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  
Barbara Basham current officer not publicly available 
Ruth Gregory club member not publicly available 
Peggy Jordan current officer not publicly available 
Martha McGuirk past officer, registered agent not publicly available 
Myrna Neff past officer not publicly available 
Edith Nelson current officer not publicly available 
Connie Vincent current officer, registered agent not publicly available 

 
The other natural history groups with connections to the park are focused on cave and karst 

resources in the area. “Since at least the late nineteenth century, the Mammoth Cave area has been 
the quintessential karst landscape of the United States, and indeed can be considered the birthplace 
of modern cave science in the country” (Groves and White 2008:44). As a world-class caving 
destination with a storied reputation, the Mammoth Cave area has attracted new generations of 
cave and karst investigators since the 1930s-40s, the modern era of local cave exploration 
(Kambesis 2007).  

Given the uniqueness and expansiveness of the karst resources in this region – longest cave 
systems in the state and world, underground rivers, endemic plant and animal species, distinctive 
cave formations – it is not surprising that competition among cave-focused natural history 
societies accompanied the expanding attention on Mammoth Cave and the Central Kentucky 
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Karst region. It was a new form of cave wars, a “complex political game that was caving in the 
Mammoth Cave Region” (Borden and Brucker 2000:205), with rival groups vying for cave 
“turf,” contracts, partnerships, and opportunities for new discoveries. The two major “players” 
in the “game” are the Cave Research Foundation (CRF) and the Central Kentucky Karst 
Coalition (CKKC), two cave-focused natural history societies that are traditionally associated 
with the park (Section 3.5.7).  

Cave politics revolves around who has access to what caves and who does not. It 
isn’t as simple as ownership of the cave. Landowners with caves on their property 
are seldom cavers, so access to caves involves relationships with landowners, who 
can permit or prohibit exploration. Sneaky cavers can bypass prohibitions by stealth 
and by night. The politics can become intense and hostile. Some cavers say that 
secrecy about cave locations and what has been discovered is the only political 
equalizer. In this region, we had all of the above, plus rival factions of cavers, the 
rapidly changing dynamics of expanding cave, and the institutional presence of the 
National Park Service, the CKKC, and the CRF. The political means included 
secrecy, publicity, leases, intimidation, clique-building, sabotage of caver-land-
owner relations, and letters to the editor. The only elements missing in Kentucky 
cave politics were death squads and car bombs, and at times we even seemed to be 
close to that (Borden and Brucker 2000:205).  

There are 11 additional cave-focused natural history organizations reportedly operating in the 
Mammoth Cave area (Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d., Polk 2013). Nine are associated grottos 
of the National Speleological Society (NSS): Detroit Urban Grotto, Green River Grotto, Hart of 

Kentucky Grotto, Central Indiana Grotto, Louisville Grotto, Greater Cincinnati Grotto, Pine 

Mountain Grotto, Nashville Grotto, and Baltimore Grotto. Membership in the grottos requires 

application, agreement to abide by NSS conservation principles, and membership in the NSS. Each 

NSS grotto, which is led by an executive committee and officers and comprised of volunteers, 

publishes a newsletter, but, with one exception, none were available at the archives consulted for 

this research project. The two other groups are the James Cave Project and Karst Environmental 

Education and Protection. Archival information is limited for these cave-focused natural history 
groups, and the length and depth of association with the park the park vicinity are uncertain for 
most. Potential informants for these 11 groups are provided in Table 4. 

An NSS affiliate (#293), the Detroit Urban Grotto discovered Fisher Ridge 
Cave in January 1981 and continues to map its passages. As such, the cave is the 
primary resource of importance to the group (Section 3.4.15). Located under Fisher 
Ridge, a short east-west-trending ridge east of the park and southeast of North-
town in Hart County, Fisher Ridge Cave is the fifth longest in the United States 
and the ninth longest in the world at 201 km (125 mi). In addition to geological 
deposits and biota, the cave contains prehistoric footprints, cane torch fragments, petroglyphs, and 
other archeological materials dated to the Late Archaic-Early Woodland subperiods, cal. 1657-
1223 B.C. and 1187-783 B.C. The group’s newsletter is called DUG Scoops (Applegate 2008; 
Detroit Urban Grotto n.d.; Gulden 2016a, 2016b; Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d.; Live 
Science 2010).  
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Table 4. Potential Informants for Cave-Related Natural History Interest Groups. 
Individual Affiliation Contact Information  

Andy Edwards Detroit Urban Grotto, member not publicly available 

Lawrence E. Bean Detroit Urban Grotto, member BEANL@michigan.gov  

Andy Edwards Detroit Urban Grotto, member not publicly available 

Steve Gladieux Detroit Urban Grotto, member not publicly available 

Ronnie Harrison Detroit Urban Grotto, member not publicly available 

Steve Miller Detroit Urban Grotto, member not publicly available 

Clint Barber Green River Grotto, former officer greenrivergrotto@gmail.com  

Josh Brewer Green River Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Jason Polk Green River Grotto, faculty advisor jason.polk@wku.edu  

George B. Corrie Hart of Ky Grotto, former director not publicly available 

Ann Marie Hemmer Hart of Ky Grotto, current director not publicly available 

Patricia Kambesis Hart of Ky Grotto, current director patricia.kambesis@wku.edu  

David Matteson Hart of Ky Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Stephen P. Miller Hart of Ky Grotto, current director not publicly available 

Peggy A. Nims Hart of Ky Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Mark Quigley Hart of Ky Grotto, co-founder not publicly available 

Dennis Sexton Hart of Ky Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Bruce Wilson Hart of Ky Grotto, co-founder not publicly available 

Ron Adams Central Indiana Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Barton Bridge Central Indiana Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Rich Lunseth Central Indiana Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Matt Pelsor Central Indiana Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Ken Alwin Louisville Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Jim Carter Louisville Grotto, current director not publicly available 

Alex Hicks Louisville Grotto, former officer not publicly available 

Hollie Larkin Louisville Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

David McClintock Louisville Grotto, preserve chair not publicly available 

Holly McClintock Louisville Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

William Pearson Louisville Grotto, current director wdpear01@louisville.edu  

J. Pat Stephens Louisville Grotto, founding director not publicly available 

Don Swart Louisville Grotto, current director not publicly available 

Susan Wilkinson Louisville Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Gary Bush Cincinnati Grotto, membership chair not publicly available 

Bob Dobbs Cincinnati Grotto, member not publicly available 

Dennis Green Cincinnati Grotto, registered agent not publicly available 

mailto:BEANL@michigan.gov
mailto:greenrivergrotto@gmail.com
mailto:jason.polk@wku.edu
mailto:patricia.kambesis@wku.edu
mailto:wdpear01@louisville.edu
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Table 4. Potential Informants for Cave-Related Natural History Interest Groups (continued). 
Individual Affiliation Contact Information  

Mike Wuerth Cincinnati Grotto, member not publicly available 

Jeffery Young Cincinnati Grotto, conservation chair  not publicly available 

Thor Barhman, III Pine Mtn Grotto, current director pmgcavers@gmail.com  

Jesse Barton Pine Mtn Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Karen Caldwell Pine Mtn Grotto, current director not publicly available 

Tommy Compton Pine Mtn Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Melinda Rice Pine Mtn Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

John Taylor Pine Mtn Grotto, former officer jtaylor@unc3.unionky.edu  

Stephen Vaughn Pine Mtn Grotto, registered agent not publicly available 

William R. Halliday Nashville Grotto, member not publicly available 

Alan Hatcher Nashville Grotto, member not publicly available 

John Hoffelt Nashville Grotto, preserve manager not publicly available 

Larry Matthews Nashville Grotto, current officer not publicly available 

Anya Crane Baltimore Grotto, former officer not publicly available 

Jim McConkey Baltimore Grotto, former officer not publicly available 

Dave West Baltimore Grotto, former officer not publicly available 

Charles S. Bishop James Cave Project, current director not publicly available 

George B. Corrie former MACA ranger not publicly available 

James C. Currens James Cave Project, member currens@uky.edu 

Don Davis James Cave Project, current director not publicly available 

William Edison James Cave Project, current director not publicly available 

James Honaker James Cave Project, current director not publicly available 

Anmar Mirza James Cave Project, current director not publicly available 

Thomas C. Barr KEEP, founding director not publicly available 

Leslie E. Barras KEEP, current director, officer not publicly available 

John Blubaugh KEEP, founding director not publicly available 

Roger W. Brucker KEEP, current director, officer rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com  

Hilary Lambert KEEP, current director not publicly available 

Thomas L. Poulson KEEP, founding director not publicly available 

An NSS affiliate (#293), the Detroit Urban Grotto discovered Fisher Ridge 
Cave in January 1981 and continues to map its passages. As such, the cave is the 
primary resource of importance to the group (Section 3.4.15). Located under 
Fisher Ridge, a short east-west-trending ridge east of the park and southeast of 
Northtown in Hart County, Fisher Ridge Cave is the fifth longest in the United 
States and the ninth longest in the world at 201 km (125 mi). In addition to 

mailto:pmgcavers@gmail.com
mailto:jtaylor@unc3.unionky.edu
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mailto:rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com
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geological deposits and biota, the cave contains prehistoric footprints, cane torch fragments, petro-
glyphs, and other archeological materials dated to the Late Archaic-Early Woodland subperiods, 
cal. 1657-1223 B.C. and 1187-783 B.C. The group’s newsletter is called DUG Scoops (Applegate 
2008; Detroit Urban Grotto n.d.; Gulden 2016a, 2016b; Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d.; Live 
Science 2010).  

 Based in Bowling Green, the Green River Grotto was founded in 1979 
and is an affiliate of the NSS (#256). The grotto is interested in caving, ecology, 
and environmental awareness and is “dedicated to the responsible survey/docu-
mentation, clean-up, and conservation of caves and the karst landscape” in 
southern Kentucky (Green River Grotto 2017a:1). The group has collaborated 
with other NSS grottos, the American Cave Conservation Association, and the 
Kentucky Speleological Survey on conservation and surveying efforts at local caves and 
sinkholes within the current project area, including Mammoth Cave, Hidden River Cave, and 
Crumps Cave (Section 3.4.15); these are resources of potential significance to the group (Austin 
2016; Green River Grotto 2016, 2017a, 2017b; Kentucky Secretary of State 2017; Kentucky 
Speleological Survey n.d.; Lawson 2014; National Speleological Society 2017; Polk 2013).  

Green River Grotto is a registered student organization at Western Kentucky University but, 
while most of its members are current and past WKU undergraduate and graduate students, 
membership is not limited to students. The core of volunteers numbers about 20, and the 
organization’s Facebook page has 314 members including legendary caver Roger W. Brucker. The 
group meets monthly on the WKU main campus. Unlike several other NSS grottos based in 
Kentucky, the Green River Grotto is not incorporated in the state. The first issue of the grotto’s 
newsletter, Green River Current, was published in 2016 and includes descriptions of the group’s 
activities at several caves in the current project area: Double Springhouse Cave, Chalybeate Cave, 
and Martin Cave in Edmonson County; Fisher Ridge Cave at Northtown in Hart County; and L&N 
Cave at Cave City in Barren County (Austin 2016; Green River Grotto 2016, 2017a, 2017b; 
Kentucky Secretary of State 2017; Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d.; Lawson 2014; National 
Speleological Society 2017; Polk 2013).  

The Hart of Kentucky Grotto of the NSS (#422) works in Hart and surrounding counties. Its 
purpose is “to foster an appreciation of caves and caving” (Hart of Kentucky Grotto 1998:1). In 
May 1998 the grotto was incorporated in the Commonwealth of Kentucky as a non-profit corporation 
(#0456189), headquartered in Horse Cave, and is currently listed as active and in good standing. 
The original directors were Mark Quigley, Bruce Wilson, and Timothy C. Wilson. Most of the 
current directors and officers have served in the organization’s leadership for many years (Table 
4). Previous directors and officers include George B. Corrie, Kendall Matthews, Paul Matthews, 
Davis McCombs, Jeff Meadows, Colleen O’Conner, and Pamela O. Watson (Horse Cave/Hart 
County Tourist Commission 2017, Kentucky Secretary of State 2017, Kentucky Speleological 
Survey n.d., National Speleological Society 2017).  

The Hart of Kentucky Grotto collaborates with other NSS grottos, such as assisting the Green 
River Grotto with recent cleanup work at Crumps Cave, and natural resources and conservation 
groups, such as the American Cave Conservation Association (Section 3.3.6). Hidden River Cave, 
where the ACCA is based, likely is a significant resource for the grotto (Section 3.4.15), and 
ethnographic research could identify additional important resources. The group meets monthly at 
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Turtlelini’s Pizza & Pasta in Horse Cave. Salamander Gazette is the grotto’s newsletter (Horse 
Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission 2017, National Speleological Society 2017). 

The Central Indiana Grotto of the NSS (#060) is based in Indianapolis and 
reportedly works occasionally in unspecified parts of south-central Kentucky (Ken-
tucky Speleological Survey n.d.), though currently there are no references to the 
local area on the group’s web site. Formed in 1972, members include scientists, con-
servationists, and recreationists. Monthly meetings feature a cave-related program, 
and members participate in monthly cave trips. The grotto publishes CIG Newsletter. 
Archival sources do not provide data about resources within the current project area that may be 
significant to the grotto (Central Indiana Grotto 2013, National Speleological Society 2017).  

Based in LaGrange and established in 1966, the Louisville Grotto of 
the NSS (#131) is “dedicated to cave exploration, education, and conser-
vation” (Louisville Grotto n.d.:1). In 1983 the grotto was incorporated in 
Kentucky as a non-profit corporation for educational and scientific 
purposes (#01764229). It is currently listed as active and in good standing 
(Kentucky Secretary of State 2017; Louisville Grotto n.d., 1983; National 
Speleological Society 2017). The group pursues several objectives: “exploration and mapping of 
cave systems; guidance of tours through caves, alone or in association with other organizations, 
groups or associations [“grotto trips”]; conducting meetings for the purpose of educating others 
concerning speleology; [and] organizing, supervising and carrying out regional caving con-
ventions for the education of the public and exploration of caves” (Louisville Grotto 1983:3-4). 
Grotto members also provide assessment and survey assistance to private landowners with caves. 
The founding directors were Kenneth Alderson, Jeffrey Brotzge, Laurence R. McCarty, J. Pat 
Stephens, and Ronald R. Van Stockum, Jr. Karst Window is the grotto’s newsletter (Kentucky 
Secretary of State 2017; Louisville Grotto n.d., 1983; National Speleological Society 2017).  

The Louisville Grotto has at least two connections to the current project area. Grotto members 
assisted the Green River Grotto with recent large-scale cleanup work at Crumps Cave (Polk 2013). 
More substantially, the grotto operates locally near Bonnieville in northern Hart County at its Lone 
Star Preserve (Section 3.3.6), a 126-acre nature preserve and educational facility with Lone Star 
Saltpeter Cave, Cooch Webb Cave, Fractured Flute Cave, Onyx Cave, two other caves, sinkholes, 
springs, and other karst features. These are resources in the current project area that are significant 
to the community (Section 3.4.15). To support the preserve, since 1971 the grotto has organized 
an annual fundraiser on Memorial Day Weekend at the preserve called Speleofest, which features 
cave trips, hiking, camping, boating, and companionship. The caving festival is well known among 
cavers and draws participants from surrounding states. The grotto hosts an open house at the 
preserve each November, as well as special trips with educational programming for school and 
scout groups throughout the year. Otherwise, the preserve is not open to the public (Cooney and 
Rogers 2016, Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d., Louisville Grotto n.d.). 

The Greater Cincinnati Grotto of the NSS (#110), incorporated in 1966 in 
Ohio as a non-profit corporation (#356288), is dedicated to exploring, researching, 
conserving, and educating about caves in Kentucky and Indiana. The group 
sponsors youth caving initiatives and maintains a speleology library for use by its 
members. Though its primary focus in Kentucky is on caves of Pulaski and Rock-
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castle counties to the east of the current project area, the Greater Cincinnati Grotto has at least two 
connections to the current project area. Like the Louisville Grotto, GCG members assisted the 
Green River Grotto in recent large-scale cleanup efforts at Crumps Cave (Polk 2013). More 
importantly, the Greater Cincinnati Grotto sponsors an annual Mammoth Restoration weekend 
each spring, which is associated with the NSS’s Mammoth Cave Restoration Group (Section 
3.3.6). They have been doing conservation work in Mammoth Cave for at least several years, 
staying at the Cave Research Foundation’s Hamilton Valley facility during the weekend. In 2017, 
the work focused on removing concrete from a wall in Great Relief Hall. The grotto publishes The 
Electric Caver (Greater Cincinnati Grotto n.d., National Speleological Society 2017, Ohio Sec-
retary of State 2017). 

Based in Barbersville and founded in 1992, the NSS’s 
Pine Mountain Grotto (#380) was incorporated as a non-
profit corporation in Kentucky in 1998 and it currently is 
listed as active and in good standing (#0450125). The group 
focuses on cave exploration, survey, research, and conser-
vation, especially in Rockcastle, Pulaski, and other south-
eastern Kentucky counties, where the group collaborates with a number of county, state, and 
federal agencies. In the current project area, grotto members recently assisted the Green River 
Grotto with Crumps Cave cleanup efforts. The grotto’s publication is Pine Mountain Fault 
(Kentucky Secretary of State 2017, National Speleological Society 2017, Pine Mountain Grotto 
2017, Polk 2013, Vaughn 1998). 

The Nashville Grotto of the NSS (#049) was founded in 1953 to promote 
exploration, survey, preservation, education, and research on caves and karst. 
The grotto publishes SpeleoNews and has hosted one dozen annual Summer 
Cave Carnivals of the Southeastern Regional Association (SERA) of the NSS. 
Though it works primarily in Tennessee, the grotto has at least two connections 
to the current project area. Grotto member, lifelong caver, and author Dr. William R. Halliday 
has conducted research on Floyd Collins, publishing a book (Halliday 1998) and presenting 
programs at speleology conferences and grotto meetings. As such, resources associated with the 
legendary caver, especially Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave, the Collins Homeplace, and Sand Cave 
(Sections 3.4.15, 3.4.19), are potentially significant to the group. The grotto’s more substantial 
connection is through Logsdon Cave Preserve (a.k.a., William R. Halliday Cave Preserve), a 40-
acre preserve in Hart County that Dr. Halliday donated in 1992 to the grotto, which in turn leases 
it to the Southeastern Cave Conservancy (Section 3.3.6). The grotto maintains management 
responsibility for the Preserve and its namesake cave, which are closed to the public and are 
significant resources for the grotto (Section 3.4.15) (Nashville Grotto 2017, National Speleo-
logical Society 2017, Overton 2002, Southeastern Regional Association 2017). 

The Baltimore Grotto, the last NSS grotto (#040) included here, reportedly “caves with CRF 
at Mammoth Cave” (Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d.:1), but there is no mention of Kentucky 
currently on the grotto’s internet site (Baltimore Grotto 2014).  

Based in Morgantown, the James Cave Project (a.k.a., James Cave Mapping Group, Coach 
and James Cave Mapping Group) has operated since at least 1968 in the Knobs area south of the 
park boundary (Dickerson 2006b, Murphy 1993). In 2016 it was incorporated as a non-profit 
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corporation in Kentucky (#0952534) (Glennon 2004, Kentucky Secretary of State 2017, Ken-
tucky Speleological Survey n.d.). The corporation is governed by a board of five directors. The 
purposes of the group are “preservation, protection, restoration, exploration, mapping, and public 
education in regard to caves, cave ecosystems, karst systems and karst landscapes generally, but 
not limited to, those features on and around the Bald Knob area of Edmonson County near Park 
City” (James Cave Project 2016:1). The group has collaborated with other cave groups and govern-
ment agencies including U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Kentucky Department of Fish and Wild-
life Resources, National Speleological Society grottos, American Cave Conservation Association, 
and Western Kentucky University (Glennon 2004, Murphy 1993).  

The “James Cavers” work primarily at James, Coach, and Jackpot caves, and these are 
resources that likely are significant to the group (Sections 3.4.12, 3.4.15, 3.4.19). At its namesake 
James Cave (a.k.a., Jesse James, 1000 Domes, Thousand Domes), located on Park Mammoth 
Resort property, members surveyed and mapped passages, monitored bat populations, replaced 
steel access doors at two entrances with bat-friendly gates, and removed an old wooden staircase 
inside the main entrance (No Author 1993, Dickerson 2006b). The group completed similar carto-
graphic and conservation work at nearby Coach Cave (a.k.a., 100 Domes, Hundred Domes), where 
volunteers installed three new gates that permit bat movements and restored natural microclimate 
conditions (Murphy 1993). The group discovered Jackpot Cave in 1994 and explored, surveyed, 
and mapped 5.8 km (3.0 mi) of passages. Jackpot Cave was found to be part of the Whigpistle 
(a.k.a., Martin Ridge) Cave System, currently the 12th longest in the United States at 52 km (32 
mi) (Glennon 2004, Gulden 2016a).  

Finally, Karst Environmental Education and Protection (KEEP) is a coalition working in 
north Warren County, organized initially in 2001 to oppose the Inter-Modal Transportation Authority 
and its development of a trimodal transpark near Bowling Green. The group has filed several law-
suits against federal agencies regarding this construction project. In 2004 the group incorporated 
as a non-profit corporation based in Louisville and it currently is listed as active and in good standing 
(#0577396). Leadership is provided by a board of directors and officers (Karst Environmental 
Education and Protection 2004, 2011; Kentucky Secretary of State 2017; Steward 2001). The 
purposes of the organization are “to educate and advocate towards the goal of protecting, 
conserving, and defending karst, karst systems, and karst landscapes” (Karst Environmental 
Education and Protection 2004:1). Based on known archival resources, it is not clear what specific 
resources are significant to the organization.  

3.3.13  Neighborhood Communities 

 Neighborhood communities are a type of traditionally associated groups associated with 
Historic period occupations in the project area. They are small, unincorporated settlements or 
populated places with distinctive cultural characteristics and histories. A neighborhood encompasses 
a specific spatial location or geographic area, as well as a set of socio-cultural networks connecting 
the people residing, visiting, or working in that location. Though the term “neighborhood” 
typically invokes images of contiguous blocks in urban or suburban settings, neighborhoods in the 
project area are predominantly rural communities settled in the 19th century. Incorporated 
municipalities that border the national park, here referred to as gateway communities, and non-
contiguous incorporated cities are described in Sections 3.5.6 and 3.3.9, respectively.  
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“Our definition of a [neighborhood] community is rather broad and includes those places (or 
areas) where several families lived and had a name which identified that place. … While it might 
not be on the map, everybody in the area knows it by that name. … The community might still 
exist, is now gone or only existed for just a short period of time” (roadsidethoughts.com). 
Neighborhood communities include “named places where a group of people gathered for an 
extended period of time [such as] mining and lumber camps, landings, seasonal fishing villages, 
railway stations, rural post offices, stage coach stations and ferry crossings” or “a place like a 
hollow or a crossroad” (roadsidethoughts.com).  

Maps and other archival sources indicate that at least 130 neighborhood communities exist or 
existed in the current project area (Table 5). The existing neighborhood communities are potential 
stakeholders for the park, and information about the former neighborhood communities is provided 
for historical context and background on place names mentioned throughout the report. Seventy-
three (57%) of the neighborhood communities are/were located in Edmonson County, followed by 
23 (18%) in southwestern Hart County. There are 16 (12%) in southern Grayson County clustered 
around Nolin Lake, 11 (8%) in northwestern Barren County, and seven (5%) in northeastern Warren 
County. Twelve (10%) of the 130 neighborhood communities are/were located within the current 
boundaries of Mammoth Cave National Park. Most neighborhood communities in the project area 
are/were located on or near secondary transportation routes. A small number have neighborhood 
associations, which are formal or informal groups of residents or property owners who advocate for 
the neighborhood community and/or organize activities within the neighborhood. “Nearly all names 
derive from a distinctive feature or from the names of land owners” (Rennick 2016b:167).  

Barren County Neighborhoods 

Spatially, the 11 neighborhood communities in the northwest corner of Barren County occur 
in several clusters outside the current park boundaries (Table 5). Closest is Highland Springs, on 
Hwy 70 midway between Cave City and the east park boundary. Southeast of the park, Prewitts 
Knob was on the L&N Railroad, while Carden, Stovall and Oil City are/were along the Glasgow 
Railway/Railroad midway between Park City and Glasgow, with Stovall also on Hwy 685. South 
of the park, Apple Grove is on Hwy 1339 at the Barren-Edmonson county line, and Bon Ayr and 
Merry Oaks are on US 68/KY 80 west of Glasgow at the intersections with Hwy 255 and Hwy 
2240, respectively. East of the park, Goodnight is on Route 31E south of Hwy 70, Crossroads was 
east of Cave City, and Woodland was on the L&N Railroad north of Cave City. The following 
neighborhood descriptions are arranged alphabetically. 

Barren County had two rural communities called Apple Grove. The Apple Grove in western 
Barren County in the project area was located at the intersection of Hwy 1339 and Millstown Road 
on a ridge top (DeLorme 2010). Though the community is not labeled on an 1879 Beers and Lanagan 
map or a 1937 county roadways map, the latter map shows that the neighborhood had a store or small 
business establishment and a small cluster of dwellings at the crossroads, with additional dwellings 
and farm units surrounding in all directions. There were two churches, one with a cemetery, and 
numerous oil/gas wells north of Apple Grove at this time. To the east near Hwy 255, there was 
another store or small business establishment and a factory or industrial plant (Kentucky Department 
of Highways 1937a). Currently, those churches are the Mt. Vernon Church of Christ and Walnut 
Hill Church (Google Maps). Apple Grove apparently did not have a post office (Forte 2019). The 
other Apple Grove community was located between Nobob and Summer Shade in eastern Barren 
County near the Monroe County line. It no longer exists (Simmons 1988, Vance 1988). 

https://roadsidethoughts.com/
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Table 5. Neighborhood Communities in the Project Area, Listed Alphabetically by County. 
Neighborhood Post Office Location In Park 
Barren County    
Apple Grove none Hwy 1339 southwest of Park City no 
Bon Ayr 1890-1904 68-80 and Hwy 255 south of Park City no 
Carden none between Park City and Glasgow on RR no 
Cross Roads/Horse Well 1827-1861 Hwys 1846 and 2195 east of Cave City no 
Goodnight 1891-1902 31E northeast of Glasgow no 
Highland Springs/Jennie none Hwy 70 west of Cave City no 
Merry Oaks 1836-1904 68-80 southwest of Park City no 
Oil City 1890-1909 between Park City and Glasgow on RR no 
Prewitt’s Knob 1803-1861 between Cave City and Park City on RR no 
Stovall/Stovall’s Crossing none Hwy 685 southeast of Park City on RR no 
Woodland 1850-1864 between Cave City and Horse Cave on RR no 
Edmonson County    
Arthur 1898-1936 Hwy 70 east of Brownsville no 
Asphalt 1905-1958 Hwy 655 west of Brownsville no 
Bee Spring/Grosstown 1854-present Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake no 
Black Gold/Bungalow/Sycamore none between Hwys 187 and 259 no 
Bloslora 1910-1914 Green-Nolin confluence north of Brownsville no? 
Broadway/Goff none Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake no 
Cade 1905-1913 Hwy 1352 northwest of Mammoth Cave  yes 
Capital Hill none Pig-Cedar Spring-Chaumont vicinity ? 
Cedar Bluff Mills 1879-1911 south-southwest of Brownsville no 
Cedar Spring none Hwy 259 northwest of Park City no 
Chalybeate Springs/Chalybeate 1888-1931 Hwy 101 southeast of Brownsville no 
Chameleon Springs/ 1837-1839, Hwy 101 southeast of Brownsville no 
Chameleon 1898-1903   
Chaumont 1892-1932 Hwy 70 west of Cave City yes 
Chill 1902-1913 Green River southeast of Honey Creek no 
Cloud 1891-1903 Alexander Creek west of Chalybeate no? 
Cole none Pig-Cedar Spring-Chaumont vicinity ? 
Cove Hollow none Hwy 728 between Nolin Lake and Straw no 
Crump/Sloans Crossing 1911 Hwy 70 west of Cave City yes 
Cub Run none Nolin Lake no 
Dickey’s Mills/Mt. Vernon 1874-1932 Nolin Lake near Grayson County line no 
Dismal none Sweeden vicinity no 
Dripping Spring-Springs/ 
Dripping Spring Mills 

1811-1859, 
1878-1879 

31W southeast of Brownsville no 
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Table 5. Neighborhood Communities in the Project Area (continued). 
Neighborhood Post Office Location In Park 
Edmonson County    
Dry Branch none Dry Branch Hollow near Houchin Ferry yes 
Eaton’s Mills/Turnhole 1864-1867 Turnhole Bend on Green River yes 
Elko/Joppa 1902-1913 Hwy 70 west of Cave City yes 
Fairchild 1894-1901 northwest of Brownsville no 
Fairview none Hwy 101 southeast of Brownsville no 
Forks/Lincoln none between Green and Nolin rivers partly 
Grassland 1895-1963 Hwy 1365 northwest of Brownsville no 
Hillview none Nolin Lake no 
Houchins 1910-1915 between Brownsville and Ollie yes 
Huff  1881-1996 Hwy 70-187 northwest of Brownsville no 
Jock 1910-1913 Nolin Lake no 
Kyrock  1920-1955 Nolin River at Pigeon Creek confluence no 
Lindseyville/Midway 1935-present Hwy 259 north of Brownsville no 
Little Mountain none Hwy 187 north-northwest of Brownsville no 
Long Fall none Nolin Lake  no 
Mammoth Cave 1842-present on Green River west of Horse Cave yes 
Marcellus/Windyville 1883-1893 Hwy 70 northwest of Brownsville no 
Mohawk/Oak Grove none Brownsville vicinity no 
Mt. Zion none Grassland-Windyville vicinity no 
Natural Rock/Blanton 1928-1936 Bear Creek west of Brownsville no 
Nick 1893-1956 southwest of Brownsville no 
Oak Ridge none Nolin Lake no 
Ollie 1898-1994 south of Nolin Lake yes 
Parish/Parrish Mills 1873-1875 south of Brownsville on Green River no 
Pig 1880-1904 Hwy 259 northwest of Park City no 
Pine Grove none Chalybeate vicinity no 
Poplar Springs none Sweeden vicinity no 
Proctors/Proctor’s Cave 1894-1906 between Mammoth Cave and Park City yes 
Prosperity/Salem 1935-1954 west of Nolin Lake no 
Raymer 1886 south of Brownsville on Green River no 
Rhoda 1891-1904 Hwy 101 southeast of Brownsville no 
Ridgedale none between Nolin River and Hwy 259 no 
River Road none west of Nolin Lake no 
Rocky Hill Station/Rocky Hill 1859-present Hwy 259 southwest of Park City no 
Sanders Store/Demunbruns Store none Hwy 1827 south of Nolin Lake no 
Sinking Springs none Rocky Hill vicinity no 
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Table 5. Neighborhood Communities in the Project Area (continued). 
Neighborhood Post Office Location In Park 
Edmonson County    
Steep Hollow none Grassland-Windyville vicinity no 
Stockholm 1882-1913 Hwy 1352 south of Nolin Lake no 
Straw 1904-1936 Hwy 1827 south of Nolin Lake no 
Sun Fish/Sunfish 1856-1862, 

1890-1997 
Hwy 187 west of Nolin Lake no 

Sunny Point none Sunfish vicinity no 
Sweeden/New Sweden 1892-present Hwy 259 north of Brownsville no 
Sweet Springs none west of Nolin Lake no 
Templar Springs none undetermined no? 
Union City none Hwy 70 west of Cave City yes 
Union Light none south of Nolin Lake no 
Vincent none Bee Spring vicinity no 
Watt none Chalybeate vicinity no 
Wilderness Road none Nolin Lake no 
Wingfield none Chalybeate vicinity no 
Woodside none between Nolin River and Hwy 259 no 
Grayson County    
Anneta 1882-1963 Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake no 
Blowing Springs none Nolin Lake no 
Broad Ford none north of Nolin Lake no 
Conoloway none Nolin Lake no 
Dug Hill none Nolin Lake no 
Huffman none Nolin Lake no 
Iberia 1905-1933 Nolin Lake no 
Linwood none Nolin Lake no 
Moutardier none Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake no 
Pearman 1900-1958 Hwy 479 north of Nolin Lake no 
Pine Springs none Nolin Lake no 
Ponderosa none Nolin Lake no 
Sadler 1892-1927 west of Nolin Lake no 
South/Bethel 1882-1987 Hwy 187 west of Nolin Lake no 
Sportsmans Paradise none Nolin Lake no 
Wax / Pierce 1891-1994 Nolin Lake no 
Hart County    
Bee 1906-1958 Hwy 1827 west of Munfordville no 
Big Windy none Hwy 88 south of Nolin Lake no 
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Table 5. Neighborhood Communities in the Project Area (continued). 
Neighborhood Post Office Location In Park 
Hart County    
Center Point none Hwy 88 west of Munfordville no 
Cub Run 1874-present Hwys 88-1827 west of Munfordville no 
Dennison Ferry/Denison 1890-1938 Green River northwest of Horse Cave yes 
Dividing Ridge/Detroit 1896-1916 31W north of Munfordville no 
Dog Creek/Dogcreek 1874-1895 Nolin Lake no 
Eudora 1902-1904 Toohey Ridge west of Horse Cave no 
Forestville/Wild Cat 1874-1956 west of Munfordville no 
Kessinger 1887-1963 Hwy 88 northwest of Munfordville no 
Leitchfield Crossing none north of Munfordville no 
Lines/Line’s Mill 1894-1912 Nolin Lake no 
Logsdon Valley none west of Munfordville no 
Macon 1904-1969 Hwy 2786 northwest of Munfordville no 
Mt. Beulah none Hwy 88 northwest of Munfordville no 
Northtown/Shanty 1898-1914 Hwy 218 northwest of Horse Cave no 
Perryville none 31W north of Munfordville no 
Priceville/Vanfleet 1882-1959 Hwy 728 west of Bonnieville no 
Roseburg 1894-1940 Nolin Lake no 
Rowletts/Rowletts 
Station/Rowlett’s Depot 

1860-1995 31W south of Munfordville no 

Wheelers Mill none Nolin River northwest of Bonnieville no 
Winesap 1888-1934 Hwy 88 west of Munfordville no 
Woodsonville/Amos Ferry 1818-1906 31W south of Munfordville no 
Warren County    
Bristow/Bristow Station 1860-1958 31W northeast of Bowling Green no 
Freeport none north side of Oakland no 
Girkin 1888-1913 Hwy 1320 northeast of Bowling Green no 
Hays/Haysford 1872-1904 68-80-Hwy 259 southwest of Park City no 
Loving none northeast of Bowling Green no 
Sunnyside 1886-1958 Route 68-80 northeast of Bowling Green no 
Tuckertown none 31W northeast of Bowling Green no 

 
The origin of the name of Bon Ayr (a.k.a., Bonayr, Bonayer), which combined French and 

Scottish words for good and town, pronounced locally with an accent on Bon, is not known 
(Rennick 2016, Vance 1988). It is located at the intersection of US 68/KY 80 and Hwy 255 on a 
low-relief dissected plateau at the headwaters of Little Sinking Creek (DeLorme 2010). Bon Ayr 
is not labeled on an 1879 Beers and Lanagan map, but it had a post office from 1890-1904 (Forte 
2019), the first postmaster being Joseph T. Gray (Rennick 2016). In 1937, in addition to about 20 
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individual residences and two rows of closely spaced dwellings, Bon Ayr had a school for white 
students (county school #37), two stores or small business establishments, and two churches, one 
with a cemetery (Gorin n.d., Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). Currently, the churches 
in the community are the Bon Ayr Missionary Baptist Church, Bon Ayr Methodist Church, and 
New Beginnings Baptist Church. Esters Farm Café and Catering and the Garage Store are two 
current businesses in Bon Ayr, and there formerly was a Suzie Q Dairy Freeze (Google Maps). 

Little is known about Carden, which was located on Carden Road between Stovall and Oil 
City in the sinkhole plain on the south side of a linear solution valley (DeLorme 2010). Carden 
reportedly had a passenger depot on the Glasgow Railroad/Railway between Park City and 
Glasgow (Section 3.4.20), but 1879, 1891, and 1937 maps do not indicate a railroad station in this 
location, nor is the community labeled on those maps. The former map does, however, have a 
residence attributed to Mrs. Carden marked in the vicinity, and the latter map shows a cluster of 
dwellings, two schools, a church, a cemetery, and two stores or small business establishments, one 
in use and one not, immediately southwest of the railroad, around the intersection of Hwy 2189 
and Dripping Springs Road; it is unclear if this unlabeled cluster was Carden or part of it (Beer 
and Lanagan 1879, Hoeing 1891, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a).  

It is possible that Carden was also known as Price’s Station, based on Vance’s (1988:109) 
and Rennick’s (2016:189) descriptions of its location as “five miles west of Glasgow on the 
Glasgow R.R.” There formerly were 40-50 residents of Price’s Station, including “section men,” 
or laborers responsible for specific sections of track. Price’s Station was named for a contractor 
who contributed to construction of the rail line, Capt. Frank Price. Price’s Station did not have a 
post office and instead was served by a post office operated for a few months in 1882 at Jordan or 
Read’s Station (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016, Vance 1988). 

Situated in the sinkhole plain next to a pair of unnamed knobs, Cross Roads was also known as 
Burch’s Cross Roads or Horse Well. It was located east of Cave City near the Barren-Hart county 
line at the intersection of Hwy 1846 (Old Glasgow-Munfordville Road) and Hwy 2195 (Cave City-
Bear Wallow Road or Hwy 685 or Old Lexington Road) (Beers and Lanagan 1879, DeLorme 2010). 
There was a post office in Horse Well from 1827 to 1843 with William Savage and James J. Burch 
serving as postmasters, and from 1857 to 1861 with Charles Y. Wilson as postmaster (Forte 2019, 
Rennick 2016a). According to Vance (1988:109), “Horse Well, located on the old Lexington Road, 
was originally called Burch’s Cross roads [sic.] from the fact that a horse belonging to J.J. Burch fell 
into an open well near that place.” Burch (1818-1898) owned and operated a general/dry goods and 
tobacco store at the road junction from 1841 to 1861 (Rennick 2016a).  

According to Gorin (n.d.:7), “There was a famous tavern called McCown Inn at the 
‘Crossroads’ – the intersection of the Glasgow-Munfordville Road and the Old Lexington Road. 
To the east on the opposite side of the old Lex. Road stood Amity Seminary – an elementary 
school [for white students, county school #116]. Henry Parrish was the trustee; an early teacher 
was Rev. S. Myra Gaines. George T. Parrish was hired in 1870. Other teachers were Elizabeth 
W. Watts, a Ms. Meade, Ms. Page, Rev. W. S. Doyle, Emma Smite, Carrie Kirtley, E. B. Terry, 
Kate White, Verta Palmore and Jennie Parrish.” The seminary is marked on the 1879 Beers and 
Lanagan map. The Horse Well School (a.k.a., Little Kettle, county school G) served black 
students and in 1903 the teacher was H. C. LaRue (Gorin n.d.). It is labeled on the 1879 Beers 
and Lanagan map at the county line on the east side of Glasgow-Munfordville Road as “Col’d 
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S. H.” The community is not labeled on 1937 or 2010 maps (DeLorme 2010, Kentucky 
Department of Highways 1937a). 

The residents of Goodnight described it as “’seven miles from Glasgow, seven miles from 
Hiseville, and seven miles from Cave City’” (Toothman 2002:20). The small rural community was 
on the sinkhole plain on Route 31E south of the intersection with Hwy 70, at the eastern boundary 
of the current project area (DeLorme 2010). It was named for Isaac Herschel Goodnight (1849-
1901), an attorney and judge from Allen County who served in the Kentucky and U.S. House of 
Representatives (Rennick 1984). It is not marked on an 1879 map (Beers and Lanagan 1879), but 
a post office operated in Goodnight from 1891 to 1902 with Dandridge C. Walton as postmaster 
(Forte 2019, Rennick 2016a). “It wasn’t much more than a wide place in the road, consisting of 
Crenshaw’s and Quigley’s grocery stores and Bledsoe’s filling station” (Toothman 2002:20). In 
addition, Goodnight School (Rich Grove, county school #79) served white students in the 
community (Gorin n.d., Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). Local farmers raised dairy 
cows, geese, turkeys, and chickens and grew apricots, peaches, cherries, grapes, and asparagus 
(Toothman 2002). “This village is located in one of the most fertile sections of the County [sic.]. 
Just now the section is undergoing a great restoration by Dr. Weldon of Glasgow, and Mr. Hade 
Jones, one of the largest land owners of the County” (Vance 1988:109). The two grocery store 
buildings are extant in the community (Google Maps), with Quigley’s listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places (Section 3.4.3) 

West of Cave City, Highland Springs is located on the south end of Toohey Ridge on Hwy 
70, one major roadway leading into the park (DeLorme 2010). It was formerly known as Jennie, 
and “one story is that it was named in honor of a member of a prominent family instrumental in 
securing a post office there” (Vance 1988:109). The post office operated in Jennie from 1892 to 
1904 with Ida B. Monroe and Elizabeth J. Owen serving as postmasters; Highland Springs did 
not have a post office (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016a). The community is not marked on an 1879 
map, but residential dwellings and Indian Cave are labeled (Beers and Lanagan 1879). According 
to an 1896 gazetteer, Jennie had a general store operated by W. T. Monroe, a saw mill run by J. 
C. Monroe, and a flour mill operated by Taylor Monroe; G. H. Sell worked as a wagonmaker 
(Rennick 2016a). On a 1937 roads map, Highland Springs is depicted as bisected by the proposed 
(but not final) east boundary of Mammoth Cave National Park. In addition to dwellings, the 
community had three tourist camps, at least three stores or small business establishments, and a 
church at this time (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). The community school for white 
students was Highland School (Old Jenny School, county school #8) (Gorin n.d.). Highland 
United Methodist Church, Alvey’s Olde General Store, Harper’s Ridgetop Market, and Singing 
Hills RV Park are among the current religious and commercial enterprises in the neighborhood 
(Google Maps). 

Named for large oaks in the area and/or local horseracing traditions (Vance 1988, Rennick 
2016a), Merry Oaks was on the sinkhole plain amid several intermittent streams in the Little 
Sinking Creek drainage. It was at the intersection of US 68/Hwy 80 and Hwy 1186 (DeLorme 
2010). Charles Denton, an early settler in the area that became Merry Oaks, ran a popular hotel 
above the town spring, where Andrew Jackson reportedly stayed (Rennick 2016a). A post office 
operated in Merry Oaks from 1836 to 1860 with Isaac Denton as the first postmaster, and from 
1901 to 1904 under James Wilson Garman (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016a). A well-known one-
mile horse race track and a racing stable operated by a Mr. Murrell were on a hill above a spring 
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in the neighborhood. A popular attraction, at the horse track “all kinds of amusements were 
furnished the crowds. Pen pins, cards, dice, target practice, wrestling, shooting matches, and fist 
fights were among the many attractions. Home made whiskey and brandy were cheap and 
plentiful; therefore under the shade of the many oaks was gathered a very merry crowd” (Rennick 
2016a:212-213). In 1937 the community had two stores or small business establishments, a 
church and cemetery, a school, and widely spaced dwellings (Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937a). The local school for white students was Merry Oaks School (county school #104) (Gorin 
n.d.). The neighborhood currently includes Merry Oaks United Methodist Church and Cemetery 
(Google Maps), but the “town gradually died when bypassed by the L&N RR” (Rennick 
2016a:213). 

Born in Merry Oaks, well-known writer Cordia Greer-Petrie (1872-1964) was famous for 
her popular series of Angeline Keaton books, such as Angeline of the Hill Country (1925), 
Angeline Gits an Eyeful (1924), and Angeline Doin’ Society (1923). Most have been reprinted 
multiple times, with one published in 27 editions. Her work, “which paralleled her own 
childhood in Barren County and later moving to the more urbane confines of Louisville,” 
illustrates the “local color” fiction movement that began in the 1880s (Flairty 2018:3). The 
stories “are a variation of the ancient wise fool archetype: a naïve country bumpkin goes to town 
(or court) speaking a rustic dialect but, under the cloak of ignorance and innocence, preaches 
good lessons to his or her betters [as he or she] moves through a ‘superior’ society and reveals 
its hypocrisy and hollowness” (Greer-Petrie 2005:345). Greer-Petrie used the “hillbilly in the 
city” theme to give costumed speaking performances across the country (Flairty 2018), including 
visiting Western Kentucky University in the 1930s (College Heights Herald 1937). 

Situated on the Beaver Creek floodplain, Oil City was on the Glasgow Railroad/Railway and 
Dripping Springs Road (DeLorme 2010). “Oil City received its name from an oil excitement which 
took place there many years ago” (Vance 1988:109). There are a number of oil wells to the south 
on either side of US 68/Hwy 80. The community is not labeled on 1879 or 1891 maps (Beers and 
Lanagan 1879, Hoeing 1891), but a post office operated in Oil City from 1890 to 1909 with 
postmasters Maggie R. Fritz, Hezekiah Staples, and J. M. Martin. Staples also operated a general 
store (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016a). In 1896 the community had a population of 100. The Oil City 
Depot served rail passengers until at least 1937 (Section 3.4.20) and locally produced oil was 
stored and shipped from the station. The community is labeled on the 1937 roads map with about 
eight residences, the Oil City Depot for rail passengers (Section 3.4.20), and a school (Kentucky 
Department of Highways 1937a, Rennick 2016a). 

The school for whites was Oil City School, also known as Woodland Seminary (county school 
#49) (Gorin n.d.). They may not have been the same school because on the 1879 Beers and 
Lanagan map, there is no school along the railroad where Oil City would have been situated, and 
Woodland Academy is marked about three km northeast of the railroad, at the intersection of two 
roads now known as Hwy 90 (Happy Valley Road) and Flint Knob Road near Poynters Lake 
(DeLorme 2010, Beers and Lanagan 1879). And schools are marked in both locations on the 1937 
roads map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). 

Two famous people are indirectly or potentially associated with Oil City, one related to the 
schools. First, Alexander Franklin “Frank” James (1843-1915) reportedly worked as a teacher 
in the area under the assumed name of Hiram Hudson while on the run in 1877-1878. During the 
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spring and fall terms, this well-educated man from Missouri taught at Sinking Spring School. 
Among his students were children of the Beals, Dollins, and Crabbe families. The following 
spring he started his own subscription school (Gorin n.d., 1995), doing so in “a vacant store 
room, a short distance from Oil City on the Dripping Springs Road … . When the train stopped 
or came through the Oil City stop, they would dump out bundles of old magazines and reading 
materials for the children. The items came from as far away as Louisville” (Lee 2013:2). The 
respected teacher returned to Missouri after that third term, the community learning later that 
Hiram Hudson was Frank James. The Oil City school was about 100 m from the railroad crossing 
on Dripping Springs Road. The teacher boarded with the Darter family near the school (Gorin 
n.d., 1995; Lee 2013). The 1879 Beers and Lanagan map shows a residence labeled N. Darter to 
the southeast along the railroad. 

Second, the father of (Olivia) Joyce Compton (1907-1997), an actress who appeared in over 
200 movies in the 1920s-1950s and has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, had “an office” in 
Oil City (Vance 1988). He was Henry Wilson Compton (1886-1965), who married Golden Marvin 
Beck (1885-1953) in 1905 in Glasgow (Family Search).  

Sharing its name with a nearby geologic feature, Prewitt’s Knob (a.k.a., Prewitts Knob, 
Pruitt’s Knob, Pruitts Knob) was named after a former property owner in the area or an early 
surveyor (Rennick 2016a, Vance 1988). It was located on the L&N Turnpike where it bifurcated 
midway between Cave City and Glasgow Junction/Park City, though those towns were established 
later. There was a post office in Prewitt’s Knob from 1803 to 1861 (Forte 2019), making it one of 
the earliest communities in the area. Prewitt’s Knob was a station on the L&N Railroad (Hoeing 
1891) and “Nathan Herzog once had the largest store in Barren County at Prewitt’s Knob” (Vance 
1988:109). In the early Antebellum subperiod, Prewitt’s Knob “was nicknamed Buzzard’s Roost 
for its alleged ‘immortality’” (Rennick 2016:277). 

Prewitt’s Knob was destroyed in the Great Cave City Storm, a tornado or cyclone that wrecked 
a path from western Barren County to east of Cave City in January 1870. Three individuals in 
Prewitt’s Knob were killed and several others injured. An old tavern where Major L. A. Downer 
resided was the only building left standing in the community, though he lost a large brick stable 
with horses and mules. Maj. Downer and Prof. A. T. Williams lost their extensive orchards and 
nurseries on the north base of the knob, and the professor lost the extensive library in his home. 
The community was not rebuilt, though seven residences including that of Maj. Downer, as well 
as Downers Cave and a school, are marked on an 1879 map. A 1937 map shows dwellings and 
two stores or small business establishments near the former location of the community, at the 
intersection of Route 31W and Hwy 351 (Beers and Lanagan 1879, Kentucky Department of 
Highways 1937a, Lee 2011, Vance 1988).  

Named for a local pioneer family (Vance 1988), Stovall or Stovall’s Crossing was on Hwy 
685 (Stovall Road) near the intersection with Hwy 2189 (Glasgow Road). The community was in 
the sinkhole plain on the north side of a linear solution valley, opposite the community of Carden 
(DeLorme 2010). Like Carden, Stovall had a passenger depot on the Glasgow Railroad/Railway 
between Park City and Glasgow (Section 3.4.20) and did not have a post office (Forte 2019). 
Unlike Carden, there were no schools in Stovall (Gorin n.d.). Stovall is not labeled on 1879 or 
1891 maps, but the community is marked on a 1937 map with a station on the railway, two stores 
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or small business establishments, a cemetery, and about 17 dwellings (Beer and Lanagan 1879, 
Hoeing 1891, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). 

Named for its location “in a small stretch of woods” (Vance 1988:109), Woodland was on the 
sinkhole plain at the edge of the knobs between Cave City and Horse Cave near the Barren-Hart 
county line. Like Prewitt’s Knob, Woodland is not labeled on an 1879 map but it is marked on an 
1891 map as a station on the L&N Railroad line (Beer and Lanagan 1879, Hoeing 1891). A post 
office operated in Woodland from 1850 to 1860 with Wilson Ritter as the first postmaster and 
from 1861 to 1864 with postmaster Gideon B. Sloss (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016a). According to 
Vance (1988:109), “this place was formerly the post office of that section instead of Cave City.” 
Woodland apparently did not have a school (Gorin n.d.). The community was not found on a 1937 
roads map or recent maps (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937a). Perhaps, like Prewitts 
Knob, it was destroyed by the 1870 Cave City Storm. 

Edmonson County 

Because much of the project area falls within Edmonson County, this county has the largest 
proportion of neighborhood communities. Eleven are/were located in the area that became 
Mammoth Cave National Park (Table 5). This county provides a good sample size and spatial 
coverage of the county to identify some patterns about neighborhood communities and 
neighborhood development in the county. For example, a high proportion of communities had post 
offices and of those many were in service for short time periods (one-two decades) around turn of 
20th century. This suggests a somewhat transient nature to some of the communities. Also, there 
were a noteworthy number of female postmasters; it appears this was an occupation outside the 
home available to women at this time. 

Another pattern is that there were at least three phases of community development in 
Edmonson County. The first phase began in the late 1700s-early 1800s and involved the initial 
establishment of neighborhoods across the county. A second phase spanned the last quarter of the 
19th century and the first of the 20th century and related to commercial development associated 
with mining industries, primarily in the western part of the county. The third phase involved the 
establishment of numerous small residential-recreational neighborhoods around Nolin Lake after 
its impoundment in the 1960s. 

Regarding the second phase, some Edmonson County neighborhoods were established 
intentionally as part of a business venture by Col. Larkin J. Proctor, a Glasgow Junction resident 
who practiced law and owned land in Edmonson County, and collaborators Frederick Meredith 
and Mason Morris. Through the Edmonson County Land, Immigration, Mining, and Manu-
facturing Company of Kentucky, the men sought to  

buy, sell, lease and develop agriculture, timber, and mineral lands, locate 
immigrants on this land, develop iron mining and smelting, coal mining, lumber 
manufacturing and transportation, ‘and to lay out and build up towns and 
villages.’ They bought 60+ farms, over 16,500 acres. … New York financiers the 
partners counted on, however, failed to make available the necessary funds. Land 
sellers succeeded in getting their land back. In 1883. But Proctor still pursued the 
immigration part of the land. He arranged for a group of Swedish immigrants 
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living in the Chicago area to move to land acquired from Adeline Fleming (of 
Maysville), between Brownsville and Bee Spring. They arrived 1883, 1884. Most 
of them bought small parcels 50-80 acres with down payments and long term 
notes. ‘In the heart of the Forks, Proctor laid off in the woods streets and lots for 
the City of Stockholm; but somehow he failed to attract settlers to it and that 
project failed to become anything more than ephemeral boom among local 
speculators. Most of the immigrants soon became dissatisfied with their new 
homes for one reason or another and moved away; yet a few remained … . They 
were high-type settlers, and their presence was a worthwhile contribution to the 
citizenry of the County’ (Whittle 1932 as cited and quoted in Rennick 2016b:154-
156; emphasis original).  

Arthur was located on a broad ridge on Hwy 70 at the intersection with Arthur-Rhoda Road, 
about 1.5 km west of the west entrance to the park. The community reportedly was named for the 
21st president of the United States, Chester A. Arthur, who was popular among Republican 
residents in the community. There was a general store in Arthur (Rennick 2016b), which is 
indicated on a 1937 roads map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). A post office operated 
in Arthur from 1898 to 1936 with Marcus L. Tunks serving as a postmaster (Forte 2019, Rennick 
2016b). In the 1920s the community had a baseball team (Finn 1927).  

Named for the rock asphalt that was quarried in the area (Section 3.4.12), the Asphalt 
community was located on Hwy 655 (formerly KY 67). It was on a ridgetop between Crooked 
Branch and an unnamed intermittent stream, both of which are short tributaries of Green River. 
Asphalt was settled in the late 1800s to early 1900s (Works Progress Administration 1939). A post 
office served the Asphalt community from 1905 to 1918 and from 1919 to 1958. Postmasters 
included Walter B. White, William M. Davis, Hardin Doyle, and Herbert Hazelip (Forte 2019, 
Rennick 2016b). In addition to dwellings, the community had two stores or small business 
establishments, a school, a church, and a cemetery in the 1930s, the latter being New Liberty 
Church and Cemetery (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). That cemetery remains, but 
there is a new church building in the community currently, as well as Davis Auto Services and 
Salvage (Google Maps).  

Located at the junction of Hwy 259 (formerly KY 65) and Hwy 238 on a broad ridgetop, Bee 
Spring was named for a large spring around which the community developed and that attracted 
bees on hot days (Rennick 2016b). It was settled in the late 1700s to early 1800s (Works Progress 
Administration 1939). A post office has operated in Bee Spring for over 150 years, since 1854. 
Early postmasters included Frederick Meredith, C. F. Van Meter, Bradley Musick, and Edna Wood 
(Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Grosstown, a neighborhood settled at an unknown time and named 
for Gross family residents, became part of the Bee Spring community and by the 1930s the name 
Grosstown was rarely used (Works Progress Administration 1939). In addition to several dozen 
dwellings, the community had at least three stores or small business establishments, a hotel, a 
school, and two churches in the 1930s (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Currently, Bee 
Spring has a number of businesses and other community amenities, including Bee Spring 
Restaurant, J&A Mercantile Market, Jones and Gravil Tax Service, Carroll Brothers Used Cars, 
Bee Spring Park, Harvest Time Apostolic Church, and Bee Spring Missionary Baptist Church and 
Cemetery (Google Maps). 
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Black Gold was located on Hwy 1365 (Grassland-Black Gold Road), on a ridgetop between 
Peggys Branch and Beaverdam Creek. Like Asphalt, the former community of Black Gold was 
named for the rock asphalt that was mined locally (Section 3.4.12). Black Gold did not have a post 
office (Forte 2019). It was one of six company towns created west of Nolin River by the 
Wadsworth Stone and Paving Company and the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Bowersox 
2016). Black Gold also was known as Bungalow for the houses of the miners or, reportedly, 
Sycamore for Sycamore Creek that ran through the community (Works Progress Administration 
1939). [Sycamore Branch is north of Black Gold.] A 1937 roads map shows only a small number 
of dwellings in the community at that time, as well as a mine, (Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937b), as currently exists in the location of the former community (Google Maps). 

The community called Bloslora was located northwest of the confluence of Nolin and Green 
rivers north of Brownsville, the exact location not determined. There was a post office there from 
1910 to 1914 with Eldred Parsley and Olga Webb serving as postmasters (Rennick 2016b).  

Broadway  is on a ridgetop between Nells Branch and Davis Creek, at the intersection of 
Hwys 259 and 2336 (Meredith Road) south of the Edmonson-Grayson county line. It was settled 
in the late 1700s to early 1800s (Works Progress Administration 1939). Broadway did not have 
a post office (Forte 2019), but there were two stores or small business establishments and a 
cemetery in the community in the 1930s (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Broadway 
likely was known previously as Goff (McDowell 1894), named for a local family. A post office 
operated in Goff from 1886 to 1911, with William H. Goff, Washington Vincent, and Leva Goff 
serving as postmasters. The proposed name for the post office had been Goffburgh (Forte 2019, 
Rennick 2016b). Currently, Broadway Auto, Bee Spring Lumber and Supply, and Hobsfield 
Holiness Church are among the businesses and community facilities in Broadway (Google 
Maps). 

Pronounced kay•dee, Cade was located on a 
ridge between Double Sinks and Mill Branch, off 
Hwy 1352 (Stockholm Road), now North Entrance 
Road, on the north side of Green River in the park. 
The Bailum Parker family was among the early 
settlers (Rennick 2016b), and Lee Woods operated 
Green River Farm in Cade (Warnell 1997). Good 
Spring Church and Cemetery, Good Spring School, 
Maple Spring School, and CCC Camp 516 were 
important elements of the community (Sections 
3.3.11, 3.4.5, 3.4.13, and 3.4.17). A post office operated in Cade from 1905 to 1913 with post-
masters Alvin Parker, D. B. Parker, and Margaret Parker (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). There also 
was a store in Cade in the 1930s (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b), a small frame 
building (Figure 7). The community earned the nickname Flathead Nation from the common 
practice of people carrying water from the spring in buckets on their heads (Warnell 1997). The 
only extant infrastructure from Cade is Good Spring Church and Cemetery (Sections 3.4.13 and 
3.4.17). 

Figure 7. 1940 Photograph of Cade Store (Courtesy Mammoth 
Cave National Park).  

Capital Hill was somewhere in the vicinity of Pig, Cedar Spring, and Chaumont (Works 
Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  
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Cedar Bluff Mills is marked on an 1891 map south-southwest of Brownsville about midway 
along the course of Alexander Creek (Hoeing 1891). There was a post office in the Cedar Bluff 
Mills community from 1879 to 1911, and Thomas W. Poteet and John D. Poteet served as the only 
postmasters (Forte 2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). 

Cedar Spring was located at the intersection of Hwy 259 and Chaumont Road, north of the 
Chester Escarpment on the Mammoth Cave Plateau. It was at the headwaters of Beaverdam Creek. 
Named for cedar trees around a spring, a water source for early settlers, Cedar Spring but did not 
have a post office (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In the 1930s there were at least four stores or 
small business establishments, two churches, a school, a cemetery, and dwellings in the com-
munity, as well as a mine to the east (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Currently, the 
Community Church at Cedar Springs and Lambert Cemetery still exist where the community 
formerly stood (Google Maps).  

Located at the intersection of Hwy 101 (Bowling Green-Brownsville Road) and Hwy 1659 
(Sulphur Road), Chalybeate Springs is on the karstic Chester Upland north of the Dripping 
Springs Escarpment. It was established in relation to a mineral spring resort (Section 3.4.3) and 
named after the French word for spring water laden with minerals, iron in particular. After the 
resort closed, the community came to be known simply as Chalybeate (Rennick 2016b), 
pronounced klee•bit. Post offices served the Chalybeate Springs community from 1888 to 1895 
with William T. Dunn as postmaster, and the Chalybeate community from 1895 to 1931 with a 
three-month gap in 1908 and postmasters Dolphus P. Mustain, Arthur James, and Lula E. 
McCombs (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In the 1930s there was a hotel, a store, a church, and at 
least two dozen dwellings in the community (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). In 
addition to residences, in the 1970s the community had two convenience stores, a church, and an 
upholstery shop (Rennick 2016b).  

Also on the Chester Upland, Chameleon (Cameleon) Springs was located at the head of the 
west fork of Alexander Creek, about two km west of Chalybeate Springs on Hwy 2326. This 
community, too, was established in relation to a mineral spring resort (Section 3.4.3), named for 
the variegated color of the mineral-infused spring waters still used by locals. “This name was in 
use at least by 1825. Robert Bryant had a tavern there. The county’s 1st court was held in this 
tavern,” which became the resort (Rennick 2016b:28). A post office operated in Cameleon 
Springs (sic.) for a short time from 1837 to 1839 with William Mitchell and Sylvanus Johnson 
as postmasters. Sometime later, a post office at Chameleon operated from 1898 to 1903 with 
Edward L. Williams as postmaster (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Chameleon was established to 
serve the hotel and mineral spring resort located on Sulphur Branch of Alexander Creek (Rennick 
2016b). In the 1930s there was a store or small business establishment and dwellings mapped in 
Chameleon (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b).  

Chaumont was located on a narrow ridge bordered by sinkholes on Hwy 255 (South Entrance 
Road) at the Edmonson-Barren county line. It is at the southeastern boundary of Mammoth Cave 
National Park. The community was named after Louis Charlet’s former home in France or early 
French settlers’ hometown in France. Arthur Furlong, a former cave guide and administrator, was 
a direct descendant of early French-Catholic settlers of Chaumont. Chaumont was on the east side 
of the Mammoth Cave Railroad tracks and had a passenger depot (Section 3.4.20). There was a 
country store in Chaumont (Rennick 2016b), which is labeled on a 1937 roads map (Kentucky 
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Department of Highways 1937b). A post office operated in Chaumont from 1892 to 1932 with 
Elias D. Gardner, Squire Salsman, and H. C. Stephens serving as postmasters (Forte 2019, Rennick 
2016b).  

The community of Chill was located on the north side of Green River southeast of tributary 
Honey Creek. It was southwest of Brownsville and north of Nick. There was a post office in Chill 
from 1902 to 1913 and postmasters included Andrew J. Potter, William A. Spainhoward, and Ella 
Lindsey (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). It is not labeled on maps and a 1937 roads map shows no 
buildings at that time (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). 

Cloud was located at the headwaters of Alexander Creek to the east of Boiling Spring, on the 
Chester Upland just north of the Dripping Springs Escarpment. It was about midway between 
Chalybeate and Girkin near the Edmonson-Warren county line. A post office, run by postmasters 
including William N. Wingfield, Albert K. Cowles, and Lucy A. Jenkins, served the community 
from 1891 to 1903. The proposed name for the post office was Claude (Forte 2019, Rennick 
2016b). A store or small business enterprise and a few dwellings on a 1937 roads map may be 
Cloud, though the community is not labeled (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). It is not 
found on recent maps (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 1979b). 

Like Capital Hill, Cole was somewhere in the vicinity of Pig, Cedar Spring, and Chaumont. It 
was named for members of the Cole family who resided there (Works Progress Administration 
1939). Cole did not have a post office (Forte 2019). It is not labeled on the 1937 roads map 
(Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b) or on recent maps (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 
1979d). 

Cove Hollow was in the Forks area, on or south of Hwy 728 (Nolin Dam Road) north of the 
park boundary. It was named for “the concave shape of the hollow in which the community is 
located” (Works Progress Administration 1939:5). Cove Hollow is an intermittent drainage on the 
north side of Bylew Creek, east of a prominent hill called Chimney Stack. Cove Hollow did not 
have a post office (Forte 2019). The name is not labeled on maps, but a 1930s roads map shows a 
school and several dwellings in the vicinity (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Currently 
Cove Hollow Church and Cove Hollow Cemetery remain in the area (Google Maps).  

Located at the split of Hwy 70 and South Entrance Road on Joppa Ridge between Elko/Joppa 
and Chaumont, Crump was a small community in the current park boundaries also known as 
Sloans Crossing by the 1920s. Doug Crump owned a general store, mill, feed store, and hat store 
here. The community was on the west side of the Mammoth Cave Railroad spur line (Section 
3.4.20). Postal service was provided briefly to the community from April to August 1911 with 
Shobe Minyard as postmaster, whose surname had been proposed for the post office name. The 
mail was delivered on the train that transported tourists (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). A 1937 roads 
map shows only a few dwellings in this location at that time, with a mine to the west on the south 
side of Hwy 70 (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b).  

The Cub Run neighborhood at Nolin Lake in Edmonson County is one of two so-named 
unincorporated communities in the project area, the other larger one in Hart County (see below). 
This Cub Run is on the north side of Long Fall Creek, near the confluence with Nolin River. It 
does not have a post office. In the 1930s, there were only two houses in this location on a roads 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 138 

map, with a school further east (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Cub Run is a largely 
residential neighborhood (Google Maps) that apparently developed after the lake was formed in 
1963.  

Originally known as Mt. Vernon, Dickey’s Mills (a.k.a., Dickeys Mills) was located at Nolin 
Lake near the Edmonson-Grayson county line on Dickeys Mill Road, west of Cub Run. Spelled 
various ways, Dickey’s Mills was named for a water-powered corn and wheat mill co-owned by 
Dick Skaggs and a Mr. Atwood. Skaggs also operated a general store, and there was a blacksmith 
shop and a school in the community. Atwood held Skaggs responsible for burning down the grist 
mill in about 1880 and murdered him (Rennick 2016b). The Dickey’s Mills post office operated 
from 1874 to 1894 with postmasters John W. May or Macy and John D. Sanders, and the Dickeys 
Mills post office operated from 1894 to 1932 under postmasters Charles W. Sanders, Taylor 
Cherry, and Slayton Cherry (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In 1937 the community had a church, a 
cemetery, and six-seven dwellings (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Other than 
residences, only Hill Grove Missionary Baptist Church with an associated cemetery remains today 
(Google Maps). 

Named for its rugged landscape, Dismal was somewhere in the Sweeden vicinity and was 
settled in the early 1800s (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office 
(Forte 2019). The community of Dismal was not labeled on maps (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 
1979a). It may have been on Dismal Creek east of Bee Spring or near Dismal Rock on Nolin 
River. 

Named for a water source that issued from the Dripping Springs Escarpment, Dripping Spring 
or Dripping Springs was located on Route 31W at Hwy 422 (Pig Road) near the Edmonson-
Warren county line. A post office was established as Dripping Spring in 1811 or 1828 and it 
operated until 1859, when it was moved to Rocky Hill Station to the southeast. It was the second 
post office established in the county. Richard Heather and Walter Rodes were among the Dripping 
Spring postmasters. Another post office was established as Dripping Spring Mills in 1878 to 1879 
with Jasper Newton Miles, who also served as postmaster at Miles and Pig, and J. C. Lain serving 
as postmasters (Forte 2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). In the 1930s the community had a store or small 
business establishment, a school, a church, a tourist camp, and at least 18 dwellings (Kentucky 
Department of Highways 1937b). Today, Liberty Hill Church and Icy Sink Baptist Church, as well 
as residences, remain in the neighborhood (Google Maps).  

Dry Branch was located in the park, in Dry Branch Hollow (Works Progress Administration 
1939). According to Bertha Skaggs (1979, as quoted in Rennick 2016b:47), Dry Branch was “aptly 
named. Local people attributed this condition to their not having a community church. They built 
one and it rained the day of the first service. Never known to go dry since.” Dry Branch did not 
have a post office (Forte 2019). There is no clear indication of the community on a 1937 roads 
map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b).  

Eaton’s Mills, also known as Turnhole, was located at Turnhole Bend on Green River 
northwest of Elko/Joppa. It was in the south-central part of the park. James Eaton and William H. 
Eaton served as postmasters at the Eaton’s Mills post office while it operated briefly from 1864 to 
1867 (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Like Dry Branch, there is no clear indication of the community 
on a 1937 roads map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). 
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Located on Hwy 70 on Joppa Ridge in the south-central part of the park, Elko was the original 
name of the Joppa community. In fact, the entire area around Elko was referred to as Joppa, after 
the Biblical town (Rennick 2016b). “The earliest local families were Davises, Woods, Lanes, 
Merediths, Smiths, & Lees” (Rennick 2016b:49). Elko had a general store, Joppa School (Section 
3.4.5), Joppa Cemetery (Section 3.4.13), and Joppa Church (Section 3.4.17). A post office serviced 
the Elko community from 1902 to 1913 with postmasters including William T. Gentry, Betty 
Gentry, Lottie Meredith, and Berthy R. Tarter, and there was no post office associated with Joppa 
(Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In the 1930s, only the church, cemetery, and several residences 
remained in the neighborhood (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). 

Fairchild was located northwest of Brownsville, somewhere in the vicinity of Grassland and 
Marcellus/Windyville. There was a post office in Fairchild from 1894 to 1901. Marcellus Hazelip, 
who previously was postmaster at Marcellus, and Patrick M. Hazelip served as postmasters. The 
first name proposed for the post office was Pleasant Ridge (Forte 2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). 
Fairchild is not labeled on the 1937 roads map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b) or on 
recent maps (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 1965). 

On Hwy 101/259 about one km southeast of Brownsville is Fairview, named for the “fair 
view” afforded by the ridge on which it is situated (Works Progress Administration 1939). The 
small community is at the headwaters of intermittent streams that flow south into Beaverdam 
Creek. Fairview did not have a post office (Forte 2019), but in the 1930s there was a school, a 
church, a cemetery, and a dozen residences (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). Fairview 
United Baptist Church and Cemetery remain active today in the community (Google Maps).  

The Forks was the local name for the area between Green and Nolin rivers, not at the 
confluence but the broad swath between the rivers to the Hart County line, including ridgetop 
communities such as Cade, Sanders/Demunbruns Store, Straw, and Stockholm (Edmonson County 
Historical Society 1989, Rennick 2016b). The southern portion falls within the park. The Forks 
was settled early in the county’s history. A state historic marker (#2108) erected at the intersection 
of Hwys 728 and 1827 in the former community of Sanders/Demunbruns Store reads: “John 
Swadden Sanders and brothers Joseph, Joshua, and Samuel were among earliest settlers of Forks 
region, between Nolin and Green Rivers. Sanders family first came to Ky., 1779. John later settled 
in present-day Edmonson Co., ca. 1804; buried at Buzzard Roost. Samuel served as sheriff, 
magistrate, and justice of peace for Edmonson Co. Presented by Edmonson County Tourism 
Commission” (Kentucky Historical Society 2019). The etiology of Buzzard Roost was not found, 
but a short road by that name is located east of Sanders/Demunbrun Store at the intersection of 
Hwys 1827 and 1352. John Swadden Sanders, patriarch of the Sanders family in the project area 
(Section 3.5.4), was interred “in the family graveyard on the Carter place in the The Forks, where 
he lived and died” (Whittle 1930:2).  

The Forks did not have a post office (Forte 2019), for it was not an unincorporated community, 
but it became an important governmental subdivision of the county. In the 1800s-early 1900s The 
Forks was one of county’s magisterial districts (Rennick 2016b), and it was one of the county’s 
six tax districts in the late 1920s (Finn 1929). According to Warnell (1997), the area around mouth 
of the Nolin, the southwest end of the Forks, was known during the mid-late 1800s for robberies, 
gambling, prostitution, and disappearances. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 140 

The Forks, or at least a portion of it, also was known as Lincoln because local lore holds that 
Tom Lincoln owned a farm here, on which son Abraham was born (Works Progress Admini-
stration 1939, Whittle 1930). Historically, the two schools in Sanders/Demunbruns Store were 
named Lincoln School and were on Lincoln School Road. Currently, Lincoln Trailhead (a.k.a., 
Mammoth Cave Trailhead), the Lincoln Volunteer Fire Department, and local businesses like 
Lincoln Country Corner Store evoke the alleged connection to the President’s birth (see Sanders 
family in Section 3.3.7).  

Grassland was located on Hwy 1365 (Grassland-Black Gold Road) north of Hwy 70 to the 
northwest of Brownsville. It was on ridge slopes at the headwaters of Music Branch, a tributary of 
Beaverdam Creek. The community was named for the abundance of grass vegetation in the valley 
between two ridges where the community was situated. A post office operated in Grassland from 
1895 to 1963, with Charles A. Alexander, D. W. Alexander, and E. E. Lindsey serving as 
postmaster. The first names proposed for the post office were Hollyspring and Holly (Forte 2019, 
Rennick 2016b). In the 1930s the Grassland community had two stores or small business 
enterprises, a school, a church, and at least a dozen residences (Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937b). Residences and Holly Springs Church remain in the vicinity today (Google Maps). 

Hillview is on the west side of Nolin River, east of Hwy 2336. It is atop a prominent hill 
surrounded on three sides by Nolin Lake. The community does not have a post office (Forte 2019). 
Like Cub Run, in the 1930s there were only two houses in this location on a roads map, with a 
school, a church, and a store or small business enterprise further west (Kentucky Department of 
Highways 1937b). Hillview is a residential neighborhood (Google Maps) that apparently developed 
after the lake was formed in 1963. 

Houchins was located between Brownsville and Ollie in the park. Among the earliest members 
of the Houchin family to settle in the area were Francis Houchin, John D. and Nancy Houchin, and 
William Houchins from 1799 to the 1820s (Rennick 2016b). There was a post office serving the 
community from 1910 to 1915, with postmasters including Walter Houchin and Robert W Houchin 
(Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). There is no clear indication of the community on a 1937 roads map 
(Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b) or recent maps (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 1979d). 

Located at the intersection of Hwys 70 and 187, at the western boundary of the current project 
area, Huff was on a hillslope overlooking Bear Creek. It was named for a local family, possibly 
the descendants of William Huff (Rennick 2000, 2016b). A post office operated in Huff for over 
a century, from 1881 to 1996, and postmasters included James Hampton, Henry P. Logsdon, 
Kenton Phelps, Commodore P. Whobrey, and Delphin M. Lowe (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In 
the 1930s the Huff community had two stores or small business establishments and several 
residences (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). The Bear Creek Volunteer Fire 
Department and Counterpoint Technologies, a cellular phone business, and residences are present 
in Huff currently (Google Maps).  

Jock was located on narrow ridgetops west of Nolin River, on Hwy 2336 northeast of Bee 
Spring and southeast of Broadway. It was settled in the late 1700s or early 1800s but not named 
until midcentury (Works Progress Administration 1939). Descendants of the community’s name-
sake, Peter Jockey Meredith/Merideth, still reside in the vicinity (Rennick 2016b, Works Progress 
Administration 1939). Jock had a post office briefly from 1910 to 1913 and Isabel Willis was the 
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postmaster (Forte 2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). In the 1930s there was a store or small business 
establishment, probably Jock Storehouse, and six residences mapped in this location, with several 
mines to the south-southwest (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b, Finn 1934). More 
recently, oil wells have been drilled in the vicinity of the mines (USGS 1979a), and Jock Church 
and Cemetery were established on the south side of Jock Road (Google Maps). 

Kyrock was one of six company towns established west of Nolin River by the Wadsworth 
Stone and Paving Company and the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Section 3.4.15). It was on 
the west bank of Nolin River at the confluence with Pigeon Creek (Bowersox 2016). The mining 
laborers who resided in Kyrock largely came from outside the area. The neighborhood community 
had business offices, a commissary, medical clinic, church, school, theatre, hotel, spring house, 
and other facilities (Rennick 2016b). A post office serviced the Kyrock community from 1920 to 
1955 with Howard Franklin Dizney and Lee Perry as former postmasters (Forte 2019, Rennick 
2016b). A line of small company houses at Kyrock is depicted in a drawing by John Meredith in 
the Edmonson County High School (1981) Historical Calendar, indicating that the student 
considered Kyrock to be or was told by other people that it is an important community resource. 
The houses and community were abandoned after the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company closed in 
1957 and few traces of it remain (Rennick 2016b). 

Lindseyville is on a broad ridge between the Nolin River and Bear Creek drainages. Named 
for the largest of three local families when the post office was established in 1935, Lindseyville 
originally was called Midway for its location between Brownsville and Kyrock on Hwy 259. This 
was the last post office established in the county. The first postmaster was Gilbert L. Webb (Forte 
2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). In the 1930s Lindseyville had four stores or small business enter-
prises and residences, and there were two mines to the northeast (Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937b). Skaggs and Vincent were the other two families comprising the majority of the population, 
which in 1974 numbered about 400 (Rennick 2016b). 

Little Mountain was north of Sunfish and north-northwest of Brownsville, named for the 
prominent hill in the community (Works Progress Administration 1939). It was on Hwy 187 near 
the Edmonson-Grayson county line, between Sunfish Creek and Watery Branch. It did not have a 
post office (Forte 2019), but in the 1930s there was a store or small business enterprise, school, 
and about ten residences in the community (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b).  

Long Fall was in the Nolin River portion of the Forks area, somewhere along its namesake 
Long Fall Creek (Works Progress Administration 1939). Long Fall did not have a post office (Forte 
2019).  

Named for the famous cave and situated above its Historic Entrance, the Mammoth Cave 
community was on the north end of Mammoth Cave Ridge on the south side of Green River. It 
had a hotel, camp ground, and other tourist accommodations, as well as the terminal stop in the 
Mammoth Cave Railroad spur line (Sections 3.4.19, 3.4.20). A post office has operated in 
Mammoth Cave discontinuously since 1842, including under the name of Mammoth for several 
months in 1881. Postmasters included Archibald Miller, James T. Robinson, David L. Graves, 
Francis Klett, William S. Comstock, Lemuel A. Ferguson, Henry C. Ganter, and Mary R. Meredith 
(Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Mammoth Cave was incorporated in 1871 (Rennick 2016b). One of 
the community stores was Demunbruns Store, which also served at times as the post office and 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 142 

train depot (Lera 2009). There may have been two store buildings over time, a small one-story 
frame building with a full-length front porch and a large two-story frame building with faux heavy 
timber (log) veneer, the latter razed in 1939 at the time of park creation (Figure 8). A community 
called Demunbrun’s Store with a store operated by John Demunbrun existed to the north and is 
different from this store in Mammoth Cave (see Sanders/Demunbruns Store below).

Marcellus was the original name for a neighborhood located on a linear ridgetop at the 
intersection of Hwys 70 and 655 northwest of Brownsville. It was served by a post office from 
1883 to 1893 and first postmaster was Marcellus Hazelip, who later served as postmaster at 
Fairchild. The first name proposed for the post office was Holly Spring or Hollyspring after a local 
school, church, and cemetery. The community of Windyville later developed around the post 
office. Reportedly named by a traveling salesman who commented on the high winds in the area, 
Windyville did not have a post office (Forte 2019; Rennick 2000, 2016b). 

Located between Brownsville and Rocky Hill about one mile northeast of Dripping Spring at 
the headwaters of Beaverdam Creek in southeastern Edmonson County, Miles had a post office 
for three months in 1880 under postmaster Jasper Newton Miles, who served in the same capacity 
at Dripping Springs and Pig. The proposed name for the post office had been Mildred (Forte 2019; 
Rennick 2000, 2016b).  

Mohawk, originally known as Oak Grove for extensive stands of oak trees, was somewhere 
in the Brownsville vicinity (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office 
(Forte 2019).  

Named for the Biblical mountain, Mt. Zion was somewhere in the Grassland-Windyville 
vicinity (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  

Natural Rock was located on the southeast side of Bear Creek north of Segal near the 
western edge of the current project area, possibly on or near Hwy 655. Originally named 
Blanton for a local family, Natural Rock was named for rock asphalt that was mined 
extensively in the area (Rennick 2016b). As described in Section 3.4.12, the Natural Rock 
Asphalt Corporation ran a large mining-processing operation in Gulf Hollow and a barge 
landing on Bear Creek from 1922-1928. The Standard Rock Asphalt Company acquired the 
operation and operated it until 1935 (Bowersox 2016). The Natural Rock community was 
served by a post office from 1928 to 1936, with James Silas Armes as initial postmaster (Forte 
2019, Rennick 2016b). 

Figure 8. (Left) 1913 Photograph Identified as Demunbrun Store and Post Office at Mammoth Cave (Lera 2009). (Right) 1939 
Photograph of Demunbrun Store Prior to Demolition (Courtesy Mammoth Cave National Park).  
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Located in southwestern Edmonson County, Nick is on a ridge between Hwys 1749 and 743. 
A post office operated in Nick from 1893 to 1956, and previous postmasters include merchant 
Thomas L. Sullivan, John D. Lay, Vanie Wingfield, William N. Wingfield, and Shelvia Lay. The 
proposed name for the post office had been Crail (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Sullivan operated 
a store in the community (Rennick 2000). 

According the Friends of Nolin Lake (2017, Section 3.3.6), there are over 100 
neighborhood communities and neighborhood associations in the Nolin Lake region, some of 
which are historic but most of which are recent. Several are listed separately here (e.g., Cub 
Run, Hillview).  

Oak Ridge, located at Nolin Lake, Oak Ridge did not have a post office (Forte 2019). No other 
information about the community was found. 

The Ollie community was located on Ollie Road on a ridge between the Bylew Creek and the 
headwaters of Wet Prong. It is along the north boundary of the park. Ollie was served by a post 
office for almost a century, from 1898 to 1994. Past postmasters were Joseph L. Sanders, James 
E. Kersey, Belva Kersey, and Goldie Rich (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Businessman Joseph 
Louis Sanders (1869-1921) reportedly operated a store with his family in the community and his 
wife, Cornelia “Nelia or Nellie” (Estes) Sanders Webb named the post office (Rennick 2016b). 
According to Warnell (1997), the Ollie community was a trading center, grounded by a large 
general store operated by George Sanders. Residents Fred Cox, Jim and John Kersey, Fonce 
Gipson and others often gathered at the store to tell stories. (The familial and business relation-
ships, if any, between Joseph L. Sanders and George Sanders were not determined.) However, a 
1937 roads map shows no stores in Ollie, only a school, a cemetery, and about 18 dwellings. The 
map does illustrate two stores or small business establishments about one km northeast in the 
community of Sanders/Demunbruns Store, as described below (Kentucky Department of 
Highways 1937b).  

Parish Mills, also spelled Parrish Mills, and Raymer were located about eight km south of 
Brownsville, on the floodplain and ridge slope at the confluence of Alexander Creek and Green 
River. The community of Raymer was the first of the two neighborhoods in this location. Named 
for a pioneer family, descendants of Abraham Raymer, Raymer had a post office briefly in July to 
September 1886, located on the south/west bank of the creek and with Henry E. James as post-
master. The proposed name for the post office had been Long City (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b).  

A post office served Parish Mills for a short time period between 1893 and 1895, with the 
office also on the south/west bank of the creek and Daniel C. Parish serving as a postmaster (Forte 
2019, Rennick 2016b). The community also had a general store, which is indicated on a 1937 
highways map (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b, Rennick 2016b). There was a river 
crossing called Parrish Mill Ferry that connected Parish Mills to communities on the north side of 
Green River (Section 3.4.20). 

Pig is located on the dissected and karstic plateau of the Chester Upland at the headwaters of 
Beaverdam Creek. It is at the crossroads of Hwys 259 and 422 just outside the south-central 
boundary of the park. The community reportedly was named by a workman who helped construct 
the original log building that served as a general store, or for a razorback hog sighted by men who 
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had gathered to select a name for the post office and had, until that time, had been unsuccessful in 
reaching consensus (Raymer 2016b). The post office operated from 1880 to 1904, with Jasper 
Newton Miles and Margarette Ferguson among the postmasters. Newton also served as postmaster 
of Dripping Springs and Miles (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Jane (Meredith) Miles, daughter of 
Louis W. Meredith of Stockholm and wife of the postmaster, “ran the grocery at Pig when it was 
named” (Rennick 2016b:86). 

Pine Grove, named for extensive stands of pine trees, was somewhere in the Chalybeate 
vicinity (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  

Named for extensive stands of poplar trees surrounding springs, Poplar Springs was 
somewhere in the Sweeden vicinity (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post 
office (Forte 2019). In 1937 there was a school, a church, and a small number of dwellings in 
Poplar Springs, and it fell just within the park boundary as it was proposed at that time (Kentucky 
Department of Highways 1937b). Poplar Springs Church and Cemetery remain in the vicinity 
today (Google Maps). 

Proctors Cave, also spelled Proctor’s Cave, was located at the west end of Joppa Ridge 
between Park City and Mammoth Cave. The community grew around the namesake cave, which 
Larkin J. Proctor developed as a show cave with tourist accommodations (Appendix D). Proctors 
Cave was a stop on the Mammoth Cave Railroad line that linked Mammoth Cave and Glasgow 
Junction (Park City) (Section 3.4.20). A post office operated at Proctors Cave from 1894 to 1906, 
the office situated north of the rail line. Postmasters included William L. Hawkins (Forte 2019, 
Lera 2005, Rennick 2016b). The show cave and hotel at Proctors Cave closed to the public in 1929 
(Lera 2005).  

Located just south of the Edmonson-Grayson county line, Prosperity was originally known as 
and is still referred to as Salem (Rennick 2016b). It is on a ridge on the east side of Bear Creek, 
on New Salem Church Road (a.k.a., Bee Spring-Leitchfield Road). It was settled in the early 
1900s (Works Progress Administration 1939) and a post office operated in Prosperity from 1935 
to 1954 (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). “Residents now commute to jobs elsewhere and return to 
farm in the evenings” (Rennick 2016b:120). 

When my great-great-grandfather John Van Meter started farming there before the 
Civil War, he built a school house known as the Van Meter School house and when 
two of his daughters married preachers, they started the New Salem Baptist Church 
in the school building in 1878. The church went down for a number of years with 
attempts at times to revive them, but it wasn’t until 1916 that the church was started 
again. There in the church cemetery that John Van Meter started for his family, you 
can find six generations of my people.  

[Vonie] Earl Carroll and his wife started a general store across the road from the 
school house. In 1934 the community decided they wanted their own post office 
and Earl was more than willing to operate it with the office being located inside his 
store. When he applied for the name he was turn [sic.] down because there was 
already a Salem, Ky. post office in Livingston County. Anyway, my father and 
other members of the family were there and when the letter came back telling them 
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they had to pick another name and someone noted that Earl had just enlarged his 
store, and had put in a generator powered by gasoline to give the store electric lights 
and to run his cooler on, so why not name it Prosperity as things were looking up 
for the neighborhood. The name Prosperity was approved and Earl Carroll and his 
wife ran it for years until they decided to sell and move about 1945. 

Oma Meredith rode his mule to Bee Spring, Ky. every morning to take whatever 
mail needed to be mailed further on and then Oma picked up all the mail for Salem 
(Prosperity) and brought it back to the store. 

Only one other person was postmaster, a Mrs. Lona Saltsman Vincent, a niece of 
Oma Meredith. … Lona built a very small building just below the new church to 
house the post office.  

It was closed in 1954 because by then the roads were paved and with better cars, 
so the mail carriers were assigned longer routes with mail boxes being put up 
along side the rural roads. Progress more or less closed the post office that had its 
beginning because of prosperity of the community. The store and church are no 
longer there (Betty Peger, personal communication 1990 as quoted in Rennick 
2016b:117-120; emphasis original). 

Named for the wife of the first postmaster and pronounced ro•dee, Rhoda is located at the 
intersection of Hwys 259 and 101 southeast of Brownsville east of Beaverdam Creek. The Rhoda 
community had a post office from 1891 to 1904 with William W. Buford serving as the first 
postmaster. The original name proposed for the post office was Bufordville. Joseph G. Madison 
and Jesse L. Perkins were other postmasters in Rhoda (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In addition 
to residences, in the 1970s the community had a grocery store and a service station (Rennick 
2016b). 

Located east of Hwy 259 north of Brownsville on a ridgetop, Ridgedale was one of six 
company towns created west of Nolin River by the Wadsworth Stone and Paving Company and 
the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Bowersox 2016). Ridgedale did not have a post office 
(Forte 2019).   

River Road was another of six company towns created west of Nolin River by the Wadsworth 
Stone and Paving Company and the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Bowersox 2016). It did 
not have a post office (Forte 2019).   

Located at the intersection of Hwys 259 and 1339 near the intersection of Edmonson, Barren, 
and Warren counties, Rocky Hill is one of the larger unincorporated communities in the project 
area. Pronounced as rahk•ee hih•l, the neighborhood developed as a stop on the L&N Railroad 
line and, as such, was initially known as Rocky Hill Station (Rennick 2016b). A post office 
operated in Rocky Hill Station from 1859 to 1923, with a brief discontinuation during the Civil 
War from November 1862 to July 1863. Postmasters included William Newman, A. C. Jones, 
David Skaggs, and Woodford H. Ford. The Rocky Hill post office has been in operation since 
1923, served by postmasters William O. Hulsey, Blanche Whittle, and others (Forte 2019, 
Rennick 2016b).  
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When the L&N Railroad was completed through here in 1859, the Dripping Springs 
post office, established on 6/17/1828, was moved from its site several mi nw, set 
up at the new depot, and renamed Rocky Hill Station with William Newman, post-
master. It is not known when the Rocky Hill name was first applied or even exactly 
why. Some say the rocky terrain impeded early efforts to farm it. Others refer to 
the limestone outcropping and deep sinkholes in the area (unspecified source 
quoted in Rennick 2016b:127-128, emphasis original). 

According to Whittle (1932), Rocky Hill Station developed into an important center of 
commerce in the late 1800s with several general stores. An informant described Rocky Hill as “a 
tough town in its early days with five-six saloons” (Bill Fletcher 1978 quoted in Rennick 
2016b:130). 

Sanders Store, also known as Demunbruns Store, was located at the intersection of Hwy 
1827, Hwy 728, and Ollie Road, near the north boundary of the park at the headwaters of Dog 
Creek. The community did not have a post office (Forte 2019). In the 1860s, John Demunbrun had 
a store in The Forks where a Civil War battle was fought (Finn 1938), presumably in this 
community (Section 3.4.10). On a 1937 roads map, Sanders Store had two stores or small business 
establishments, two schools, and eight dwellings (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). The 
stores may be those attributed by Warnell (1997) to the nearby community of Ollie (see above). 
An office for Hickory Cabins and Lincoln Trail Outfitters is the only business currently in 
operation in the neighborhood (Google Maps). Some maps label the community as Demunbruns 
Store (e.g., DeLorme 2010, USGS 1982), and a Demunbrun may have owned a store there, but it 
should not be confused with the historic Demunbruns Store building that was located in the 
Mammoth Cave community (see above).  

Named for springs that flowed into sinkholes, Sinking Springs was somewhere in the vicinity 
of Rocky Hill on the sinkhole plain (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post 
office (Forte 2019). 

The Steep Hollow community was somewhere in the Grassland-Windyville vicinity, named 
for “the steep slopes of the ridge on which the community is located” (Works Progress 
Administration 1939:7). It did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  

Stockholm is located outside the northern boundary of the park on Hwy 1352. One account 
holds that Larkin J. Proctor founded Stockholm in the 1870s, one of two such communities in the 
county (see Sweeden below). Alternatively, the community developed organically by immigrants 
(Rennick 2016b). “A Swede by the name of Helzinus or Heltzinus started an extensive lumber 
business here. He also made a plan for a town with designated streets and so forth, but the project 
never got beyond the planning stage. Gradually, however, more settlers arrived, among whom 
were several Swedes” (Landelius 1985:80 as quoted in Rennick 2016b:139).  

Historically the community had several iron-production, hide tanning, and cross-tie 
industries, the former involving the manufacture of ax handles, hoop poles, and barrel staves. M. 
C. Morgan managed some of the industries at one time. Vast groves of chestnut trees around 
Stockholm were harvested, the bark used for tanning hides (Warnell 1997). “The place was a 
center for lumber trading, and there were also a few stores” (Landelius 1985:80 as quoted in 
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Rennick 2016b:139). A post office operated in Stockholm from 1882 to 1913, and postmasters 
included P. M. Dorsey, Jr. [or Dossey] and L. W. Merideth. The original proposed name for the 
post office had been Kindergarten (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). “Around the turn of the century 
hopes for continuing development of the little community began to fade. … Stockholm never 
became anything more than a small village. In the 1950s it numbered only a dozen families 
among whom were still a few descendants of the original Swedish settlers” (Landelius 1985:80 
as quoted in Rennick 2016b:139-140). The descendants “still worship at the local Stockholm 
Church” (Rennick 2000:9). 

Straw was another community outside the north boundary of the park. It was on Hwy 1827/728 
on a ridge near the headwaters of Brier and Bylew creeks. Members of the Meredith and Sanders 
families were among the early residents of the community. There was a store in Straw (Rennick 
2016b). A post office operated in Straw from 1904 to 1936, with Robert T. Miles, George B. 
Sanders, and James T. Sanders serving as postmasters (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b).  

Sun Fish or Sunfish is at the intersection of Hwys 187 and 238, west of Nolin Lake and south 
of the Edmonson-Grayson county line. It was named for the nearby creek of the same name, for 
fish in the creek that swam near the surface appearing to sun themselves, or for the species of sun 
perch fish in the creek (Rennick 2016b). A post office served the Sun Fish community from 1856 
to 1862, established by postmaster William H. Bush. A post office was reestablished as Sunfish in 
1890 by James E. Hayes and operated for more than a century, until 1997; the proposed name for 
the post office had been Hayesville. Thomas Durbin, James Lonzo Durbin, and William Paul 
Simon also served as postmasters at Sunfish (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). Sunfish School (Section 
3.4.5) and St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church (Section 3.4.17) were important centers of 
community life in Sunfish (Rennick 2016b).  

The Sunny Point neighborhood community was somewhere in the Sunfish vicinity, named for 
its location on a ridgetop with good sun exposure (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did 
not have a post office (Forte 2019).  

Originally known as New Sweden, the community of Sweeden is on Hwy 259 between 
Brownsville and Bee Spring. The unusual spelling may have been intended to avoid postal 
confusion with the country Sweden (Rennick 2016b). The neighborhood is on a ridge top west 
of Nolin River at the headwaters of Beaverdam Creek, a tributary of Bear Creek.1 Like 
Stockholm, there are two accounts of its founding. One holds that Swedish immigrants settled 
here in the late 1880s or 1890, perhaps to work in the asphalt mining industry. Among the 13 
original families were those of John Swanson and A. C. Erlandson (Rennick 2016b). Or, “it was 
founded and named by Larkin J. Proctor, a Glasgow [Junction] attorney and land developer, as 
part of a scheme to promote the county’s economic development. In 1883 he arranged for several 
families of Swedish immigrants then living in the Chicago area to move to this site” (Rennick 
2016b:148).  

1 There are two streams named Beaverdam Creek in the western part of the project area (and a third elsewhere in 
Edmonson County). Northwest of Brownsville, Beaverdam Creek is a tributary of Bear Creek. On the south side of 
Green River, another Beaverdam Creek flows north toward Brownsville where it empties into the river. 

A post office served New Sweden from 1892 to 1894 with postmaster Bradley Musick. The 
post office of Sweeden has operated for over a century since 1894; M.J. Davis, Henry Johnson, 
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Willis Merideth, and William B. Lane were past postmasters, the latter being the grandson of 
postmaster Musick (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016b). In the late 1920s Jess Stevenson opened a store 
near Sweeden Church (Finn 1928c). “Of Sweeden’s population of approximately 300 in 1955, 
there was only one Swedish family left, three siblings by the name of Erlandson whose parents 
were said to have come from Stockholm, Sweden” (Landelius 1985:80-81 as quoted in Rennick 
2016b:151-152). In the 1970s, Ernest E. Lane operated a general store with a filling station, where 
the post office was housed. The building across the road formerly housed the original store 
(Rennick 2016b).  

Sweet Springs was one of six company towns created west of Nolin River by the Wadsworth 
Stone and Paving Company and the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Bowersox 2016). The 
community did not have a post office (Forte 2019). 

Templar Springs was “a temperance colony in Edmonson county, founded by Mr. Conrad 
Thunström, and exclusively composed of Scandinavians” (Davis 1887:70). Conrad Thunström 
(1855-1927) was a Swedish temperance organizer, newspaper editor/publisher, and Lutheran 
minister who immigrated to Chicago in the late 1870s or early 1880s and later lived in Jamestown, 
New York. At some point he changed the family name to Thurstone. He and wife Sophie had two 
children, Adele S. Thurstone and the famous psychologist Louis Leon Thurstone (American 
Swedish Historical Foundation 1947). Sometime around 1880-1888, Thunström wrote Report on 
the Progress of Colonization by Swedish Immigrants in Edmonson County, Kentucky (Kentucky 
State Library 1889).  

Templar Springs was “settled mostly by Swedes, late 19th century, probably as a result of 
deliberate efforts to promote Kentucky settlement by European immigrant groups” (Rennick 
2016b:158). It was not determined where this former neighborhood was situated within the current 
project area, but it likely was west of Nolin Lake where other Swedish communities like Stockholm 
and Sweeden were founded. It does not appear that the Thunström family actually lived in 
Kentucky. Perhaps Conrad Thunström worked with Larkin J. Proctor and/or other locals to arrange 
for the resettlement of Swedish immigrants from Chicago to Edmonson County. 

Union City formerly was located in the southeastern portion of the park, on the road between 
Glasgow Junction (Park City) and Mammoth Cave. The community did not have a post office 
(Forte 2019).  

Union Light is named for the Union Light Baptist Church (Sections 3.4.17 and 3.5.2) located 
in the community (Works Progress Administration 1939:5). It did not have a post office (Forte 
2019).  

Vincent was somewhere in the Bee Spring area, named for members of the Vincent family 
who resided there into the 1930s (Works Progress Administration 1939). The community did not 
have a post office (Forte 2019).  

Watt, named for residents named Watt, was somewhere in the Chalybeate vicinity (Works 
Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  
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Like Watt, Wingfield was named for community residents and was somewhere in the 
Chalybeate vicinity (Works Progress Administration 1939). It did not have a post office (Forte 
2019).  

Wilderness Road is a residential neighborhood at Nolin Lake (Google Maps) that apparently 
developed after the reservoir was impounded in 1963. The community did not have a post office 
(Forte 2019).  

Woodside was one of six ridgetop company towns created west of Nolin River by the 
Wadsworth Stone and Paving Company and the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Bowersox 
2016). The community did not have a post office (Forte 2019). 

Grayson County Neighborhoods 

Sixteen small neighborhood communities in southern Grayson County are/were located within 
the current project area but outside the park boundaries (Table 5). All except Sadler and South are/ 
were clustered in the Nolin Lake area. Six (38%) of the communities had post offices that opened in 
the 1880s-1900s, which appears to have been a time of community expansion and economic develop-
ment in this part of the project area, as was the case for Edmonson County, as noted above. 

Located on Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake on a broad ridge, Anneta was settled in the early 19th 
century by the Van Meter family. It may be named after the daughter of its first postmaster, Pete 
Decker. A post office served the community from 1882 to 1963. Members of the Ferguson, Hill, 
and Meredith families resided in Anneta, which had two general/grocery stores, saw mill, grist 
mill, smithy, and school in the early 1900s. In the 1930s there were two stores, a church, cemetery, 
school, and at least 20 residences in Anneta. Today businesses in the community serve local 
residents and recreationists around Nolin Lake (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department 
of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). 

Blowing Springs is/was located at Nolin Lake, but no information about the neighborhood 
community was found in archival sources. Similarly, little was learned about Broad Ford, located 
on the west side of Nolin River north of the impounded lake near the intersection of Hwys 1214 
and 1777. In the 1930s there were two cemeteries, a church, store, and nine residences in Broad 
Ford (Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c). Neither of these communities had a post office 
(Forte 2019). 

Conoloway was located on Nolin River at the confluence with Conoloway Creek on the 
Grayson-Edmonson county line. It did not have a post office, but in the 1930s there were several 
residences and a cemetery in the community (Forte 2019, Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937c). The historic neighborhood may have been inundated when the lake was impounded. Today 
there is a residential/vacation community called Conoloway on the east side of Nolin Lake (Google 
Maps).  

Dug Hill was located on Hwy 88 on the east side of Nolin River and north of Nolin Lake. 
Designated for the topographic feature by the same name, Dug Hill did not have a post office. 
Similarly, Huffman on Nolin River was not served by a post office (Forte 2019). Little information 
was found about these former neighborhood communities. 
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Iberia was located on Hwy 88 on Rock Creek, a south-flowing tributary of Nolin River. The 
community had two stores, one with a post office that operated from 1905 to 1933, a school, and 
a church. In the 1930s there were six residences in the community, as well as a mining operation 
(Forte 2019, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). The historic neighbor-
hood appears may have been inundated when the Nolin Lake was impounded. 

Little is known about Linwood, a former neighborhood community at Nolin Lake, except that 
it did not have a post office (Forte 2019).  

The neighborhood community of Moutardier is on Hwy 259 west of Nolin Lake at the Grayson-
Edmonson county line. Moutardier did not have a post office, but in the 1930s there were two 
stores and several residences in the community. Like Anneta, today businesses in the community 
serve local residents and recreationists around Nolin Lake (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky 
Department of Highways 1937c). 

Pearman, pronounced peer•man, was located on Hwy 479 along Barton Run north of Nolin 
Lake. It was named for Benjamin Clark Pearman (1826-1921), who was raised in the Bacon Creek 
area and settled here in the mid-1800s. The community was served by a post office from 1900 to 
1958. There were two stores or small business enterprises, one seasonal business, two schools, a 
cemetery, and about 20 residences in and near Pearman in 1937. Currently the area is farmland 
(Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). 

 There were few archival sources found with information about Pine Springs, Ponderosa, and 
Sportsmans Paradise, three neighborhood communities at Nolin Lake. None had a post office 
(Forte 2019). Like Conoloway, the historic neighborhood of Ponderosa may have been inundated 
when the lake was impounded. Or, Ponderosa and Sportsmans Paradise simply may be the names 
of recent residential/vacation communities at Nolin Lake (Google Maps). 

A Grayson County neighborhood community not at Nolin Lake was Sadler, formerly located 
on a broad ridge between the Bear Creek and Claylick Branch drainages west of the lake. The 
Ephriam House family may have been the first to settle in this area in the early 19th century. The 
community had a post office from 1892 to 1927 with E. Garner Sadler as the first postmaster. He 
also operated a store in the community that was owned by Ruben Vincent when closed in 1964; as 
of 1975 the building was still standing. Other postmasters were Vanda Mattingly and Audrey 
Willis. Hershell Logsdon operated another store in Sadler, and the community had a school, 
church, and cemetery. In 1937 there were two-three cemeteries, a store, school, and at least 22 
residences. New Harmony Church remains active in the area currently (Forte 2019, Google Maps, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). 

The South community was located on Hwy 187 near the Grayson-Edmonson county line, on 
a ridge between Sunfish Creek and Buck Branch. The area was settled by members of the Deweese, 
Mays, and South families in about 1879, and the community originally was called Bethel. Bethel 
was renamed for local physician Dr. John W. South when the post office was established in 1882. 
Past postmasters included South, John Duvall, William E. Smith, and Oliver Willis. The South 
family, Willis, Hugh Jones, and Joshua Woosley operated stores at different times in the community. 
Situated in an agricultural area, South served as a cucumber-buying and pickle-receiving station 
for local farmers until recently. The post office closed in 1987 and, besides residences and farms, 
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the only cultural features remaining are South Union Church and a recent auto repair business 
(Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). 

Finally, Wax is located at the confluence of Barton Run and Nolin River. It is near the 
intersection of Hwys 88 and 479 on the north side of the impounded lake. Also known as Pierce, 
a post office served the community from 1891 to 1994. Past postmasters were Thomas Alvey, G.R. 
Goldesberry, Charles A. Pierce, and George R. Smith. At its height in the late 20th century, Wax 
boasted three stores, two motels, two restaurants, gas stations, and other businesses serving local 
residents and recreationists, as it continues to do today. The community also had St. Benedict 
Catholic Church and associated cemetery and a school in the 1930s (Forte 2019, Google Maps, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937c, Rennick 2016c). 

Hart County Neighborhoods 

There are/were 23 neighborhood communities in the western Hart County within the current 
project area (Table 5). Only one, Dennison Ferry or Denison, was located at/within the park 
boundaries. Outside the park, there is cluster of neighborhood communities in the Cub Run-Nolin 
Lake area, where almost half (n=11) are/were located. Historically, most of the Hart County 
neighborhood communities were small in size, with 20 or fewer residences and populations of about 
100-200 (Rennick 2016d). The following neighborhood descriptions are arranged alphabetically. 

Bee was located on Hwy 1827 north of the park and south of Cub Run near the Edmonson 
County line. A post office operated there from 1906 to 1958, with William T. McDowell serving 
as the first postmaster. The original name proposed for the community was Cox, based on families 
of that name who resided there. The community formerly had a school and store, but currently 
only Cherry Spring Baptist Church remains in the vicinity (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Rennick 
2016d).  

Big Windy was a residential neighborhood on Hwy 88 between Cub Run and Dog Creek in 
the Nolin Lake vicinity. The community did not have a post office, but in the 1930s it had a store 
or small business establishment and at least eight residences. Currently Nolin Lake Rentals, 
Macedonia Church, and Cub Run Beauty Salon are located in the vicinity (Forte 2019, Google 
Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d). 

Located between Cub Run and Munfordville on Hwy 88, Center Point was contiguous with 
another former community called Winesap (see below). Center Point had at least two stores or 
small business enterprises, a school, a cemetery, a former factory or industrial plant building, and 
about eight residences but no post office in the 1930s. Today Cedar Point Missionary Baptist 
Church is one of the few remaining features of this former community (Forte 2019, Google Maps, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d). 

Originally called Crossroads for early hunters and trappers whose paths crossed here, Cub 
Run is at the junction of Hwy 88 and Hwy 728 north of the park and east of Nolin Lake. A post 
office was established here in 1874 with blacksmith Aaron Reams serving as the first postmaster. 
It was about that time that residents began to establish businesses in the community, the first being 
a “grocery” or saloon operated by Jerry Forman and a general store owned by Cruter Dawsey. In 
1896 R.A. Logsdon operated a general store in Cub Run, and the community had saw and flour 
mills (Childress et al. 1981, Forte 2019, Rennick 2016d).  
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By the 1930s Cub Run had at least five stores or small business enterprises, a school, three 
Baptist and Methodist churches, two cemeteries, a stationary sawmill, former factory or industrial 
plant building, and about 23 residences and two rows or groups of dwellings. The population at 
that time numbered about 100-200. The community is renowned for the artistic tradition of basket 
making (Sections 3.3.2 and 3.5.1). Families with deep ties to Cub Run include Appleby, Childress, 
Craddock, Day, Hawkins, Logsdon, Reams, Stith, and Waddel/Waddle. The current population of 
Cub Run numbers over 1,500 (Childress et al. 1981, Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Depart-
ment of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Denison or Dennison Ferry was located on Green River south of Cub Run. The community 
was served by a post office from 1890 to 1938. Former postmasters were John H. Sell, William 
W. Short, and Jason R. Willis. In the late 19th-early 20th centuries Denison had a water mill and a 
general store operated by Bennie S. Sturgeon, who also served as postmaster in the early 1900s. 
By 1937, a few years prior to dedication of the park, only a few dwellings and a school existed in 
Denison (Forte 2019, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Originally known as Detroit, Dividing Ridge developed along the L&N Railroad between 
Munfordville and Bonnieville, immediately west of but not along Route 31W. The post office at 
Detroit operated from 1896 to 1916. By the 1930s the neighborhood community had a store or 
small business enterprise, Concord Church and cemetery, and about 13 residences (Forte 2019, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d). 

Named for the stream along which it was situated, Dog Creek or Dogcreek is northwest of 
Cub Run in the Nolin Lake area. It reportedly was settled as early as 1792, perhaps by a Mr. Dorans 
(Rennick 2016d), though a map of landowners reconstructed by Childress et al. (1981) shows no 
early settlers there into the mid 1800s. By about 1864 William J. Lush, who later served as post-
master, opened a water mill on the creek (Rennick 2016d).  

Dog Creek prospered between 1870 and 1900, prior to the heyday of Cub Run. This was due 
to its role in local river transportation networks and the timber industry. Loggers and rafters 
purchased supplies at Dog Creek businesses. In addition to Lush’s flour and saw mill and the 
school he started, the neighborhood community had Whitten and Williams General Store and Flour 
Mill, a blacksmith shop, two coopers, two wagon makers, and a physician. The post office operated 
there from 1874 to 1895 with postmasters John T. Bradley and W. B. Witten. In 1896 the population 
was about 200. By the 1930s the community had only one store or small business enterprise, a 
school, and about ten dwellings. Today the community is residential only (Forte 2019, Google 
Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d).  

Located west of Horse Cave, Eudora was located on Toohey Ridge at/along the current park 
boundary. Named for the wife of Samuel Griffin Renfro, who served as postmaster while the post 
office operated between 1902 and 1904, Eudora was a small neighborhood community with a 
country store, church, and school, which were still in existence into the 1930s. Besides residences, 
the only remaining cultural features remaining of Eudora are New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church and Shady Grove Church of Christ (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of 
Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Located south of Hwy 88, Forestville is a neighborhood community on a broad ridge east of 
the northeast corner of the park. Settled in 1838, it initially was known as Wild Cat when the post 
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office was first established there in 1874, but later that year it was renamed. Past postmasters in-
clude Edward P. Johnson, Thomas J. Logsdon, Thomas Jefferson Self, and W.W. Self. According 
to an 1876-1877 gazetteer, the population was 100. In the 1930s Forestville had a store or small 
business enterprise, school, church, and about a dozen residences. The post office closed in 1956. 
Currently there is a thriving Amish-Mennonite community in Forestville, about whom little was 
found in archival sources. Yoder Lumber is one of several businesses in Forestville (Forte 2019, 
Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). A portion of the 
Western Kentucky University Green River Preserve (Section 3.3.6) is located south of Forestville 
along the river. 

Kessinger is on Hwy 88 between Cub Run and Munfordville. Named for a German family 
among the first to settle here, Kessinger had a post office from 1887 to 1963. Past postmasters 
were Thomas W. Jaggers, Nannie Keith, and Jacob H. Kessinger. At its height in the 1930s, 
Kessinger had four stores, a Methodist church and cemetery, school, and about 16 residences plus 
a row or group of dwellings. Today Kessinger is largely residential with Kuntryside Woodcrafts 
(Section 3.3.2), Wilkerson Temple, and Christ Gospel Apostolic Church in the neighborhood 
community (Childress et al. 1981, Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Leitchfield Crossing was located north of Munfordville. Little archival information about the 
community was found, other than that it did not have a post office (Forte 2019). 

Situated on Bacon Creek north of Cub Run in the Nolin Lake area, Lines Mill (a.k.a., Line’s 
Mill) was established on Hwy 728 by 1886 when Jeff O’Daniel constructed a grist and saw mill 
on the stream. In 1894 a post office was established with Richard Piercefield Line as postmaster, 
who at that time owned the mill. Other postmasters were Benjamin F. Kessinger and Allora 
Nichols. The community also had a store, school, and smithy by the early 1900s. Lines Mill 
continued to grow and by 1937 had two stores, a seasonal industry of some sort, a stationary 
sawmill north of the creek, a school, church, and at least 11 residences (Forte 2019, Google Maps, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Located north of Green River between the park and Munfordville, Logsdon Valley was named 
for several members of the Logsdon family who settled here in the 19th century. In 1931 crude oil 
was discovered here, and the neighborhood community prospered and expanded. By 1937 there 
were two churches, a school, a seasonal store or small business enterprise, about 20 residences, 
dozens of oil/gas wells, and five storage tanks. It did not, however, have a post office. Like Forest-
ville, today there is a sizeable Amish-Mennonite community residing in and near Logsdon Valley, 
and some individuals operate businesses like Dutch Built Specialties and Dutchcraft Vinyl 
Products. However, little information about the Amish-Mennonite community was found during 
archival research (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 
2016d). The Lawler Bend portion of the Western Kentucky University Green River Preserve 
(Section 3.3.6) is located south of Logsdon Valley. 

Macon on Hwy 2786 northeast of Cub Run in the Nolin Lake area was settled in the late 19th 
century and had a post office by 1904. Past postmasters included Clayborne Butler, Earl Cave, 
William T. Corder, William Morris, and Jason E. Sego. The community remained small 
throughout its existence, with one-two stores and several residences. The post office closed in 
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1969. Today there are several homes where Macon formerly was located (Forte 2019, Google 
Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Mt. Beulah (a.k.a., Mount Beulah) was located on Hwy 88 northwest of Munfordville, 
between the county seat and Kessinger. It did not have a post office, but in the 1930s there were 
six-seven residences, a store or small business enterprise, church, and school in the community. 
The Mt. Beulah United Methodist Church remains active today (Forte 2019, Google Maps, 
Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d). 

Located east of the park boundary on Hwy 218, the Northtown area was settled as early as the 
1790s by the Sturgeon family (Section 3.5.4). Historically, people traveling from Horse Cave to 
Mammoth Cave could have done so through Northtown. A post office operated there as Shanty 
from 1890 to 1898, at which time the name was changed to Northtown. Postmasters included Lou 
Olive Adair, William Allen Adair, John W. Lively, Walker C. Stuart, and Ulysses G. Thomas. The 
Northtown post office closed in 1914. In 1896 the population of Northtown was 70. In its heyday 
the community had three-four stores, a school, church, and sawmill operated by the Bush family.  
(Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). A major 
portion of the Western Kentucky University Green River Preserve (Section 3.3.6) is located along 
the river north of Northtown. 

Little archival information was located about Perryville, a former neighborhood community 
that was located on Route 31W north of Munfordville. It may be regarded as an extension of 
Munfordville along the major north-south thoroughfare. A military engagement took place in 
Perryville during the Civil War (Section 3.4.10). It did not have a post office, but in the 1930s there 
was a line of businesses and other buildings in the community, including three stores or small 
business enterprises, two churches, a cemetery, school, campground, ten residences, and several 
rows or groups of dwellings (Forte 2019, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d).  

Located at the intersection of Hwy 728 and Hwy 1140 west of Bonnieville, Priceville was 
established by legislative act in 1848 on land between Munfordville and Leitchfield owned by 
James Corder. The community was named for Meridith/Marida Price, one of the trustees charged 
with laying out streets. Brothers Tom and Darwin Wells opened the first store in Priceville. From 
1882 to 1886 a post office operated here as Vanfleet with Ideral Vanfleet as postmaster. The name 
of the post office was changed to Priceville in 1886 by postmaster Thomas H. Bowles. By the turn 
of the century Priceville had two stores, a school, rolling mill, broom factory, and wagon factory. 
In 1937 there were three stores, a church, cemetery, over 20 residences, a row or group of dwellings, 
and over a dozen oil/gas wells. The post office was closed in 1959. Today the community is 
residential and agricultural only (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Roseburg was a small neighborhood community along Cane Run north of Cub Run in the 
Nolin Lake area. It was served by a post office from 1894 to 1940. Past postmasters were Elsie 
Avery, Elijah T. Childress, James H. Hester, Joe Waddle, and Tom Wilson. In the early 1900s 
Roseburg had a store, school, two churches, cemetery, and about 15 dispersed residences. Jericho 
Church remains in use today in the former neighborhood community of Roseburg (Forte 2019, 
Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d).  
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The neighborhood community of Rowletts was strategically positioned on the major 19th-20th 
century transportation routes: Route 31W and the L&N Railroad. Rowletts Station was an early 
station on the L&N Turnpike, the precursor to 31W (Section 3.4.20). A post office was established 
as Rowlett’s Depot in 1860 under postmaster John W. Rowlett, who also was the train station 
agent. Other postmasters included Eva Brooks, Benjamin R. Gardner, P.L. Maxey, and Laura S. 
Walton. A military engagement took place in Rowletts during the Civil War (Section 3.4.10). In 
the 1930s the prosperous community had at least six stores or small business establishments, two 
churches, four cemeteries, a school, at least 20 residences, and several rows of dwellings. Today 
Rowletts largely is a residential community with several churches and a furniture store (Forte 2019, 
Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d).  

Wheelers Mill was located on Nolin River northwest of Bonnieville. Little archival infor-
mation about the community was found, other than that it did not have a post office (Forte 2019). 

Located between Cub Run and Munfordville on Hwy 88, Winesap was contiguous with 
another former community called Center Point. Unlike Center Point, Winesap had a post office 
that operated from 1888 to 1934. Past postmasters were Burrell Inman Jaggers, Viva Merideth, 
Daniel B. Sego, James Robert Sego, and James R. Willis. In its heyday in the late 19th century, 
Winesap had two smithys, a store, church, and cemetery. James Matthews and George Steward 
operated saw mills, and G.W. Worten manufactured hoops. In the 1930s, there were two stores, a 
school, and nine residences in the neighborhood community (Forte 2019, Kentucky Department 
of Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d). 

Finally, Woodsonville is located south of Munfordville on Route 31W at the intersection with 
eastbound Hwy 88. Like Perryville, today it may be seen as an extension of the county seat. Unlike 
Perryville, the Woodsonville neighborhood community was established early in the 19th century 
and had a distinct identity supported, in part, by a post office that operated there from 1818 to 
1906. Initially settled in the 1790s, James Amos operated a ferry across Green River between 
Woodsonville and Munfordville (Section 3.4.10). As such, the community initially was known as 
Amos Ferry. Soon after, the community was named for Thomas Woodson, Sr., who had 
substantial land holdings and laid-out the community. The first church constructed in the county 
reportedly was erected here in 1803. Woodsonville was one of three communities considered for 
the county seat when Hart County was created (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016d).  

There was military action in and near Woodsonville during the Civil War (Section 3.4.10). By 
the 1870s Woodsonville had about 250 residents and a number of businesses, including a nursery, 
slaughterhouse, tobacco warehouse, and attorney. Past postmasters included James L. Garvin, 
Sinclair Garvin, Jesse Key, and T.M. Williams. In the 1930s, Woodsonville had at least three 
stores, a school, church, and about 13 residences. Today Woodsonville remains an active 
neighborhood community with Hart County High School, Battle for the Bridge Historic Preserve 
(section 3.3.6), various businesses, residences, and farms (Google Maps, Kentucky Department of 
Highways 1937d, Rennick 2016d).  

Warren County Neighborhoods 

There are/were seven neighborhood communities in the northeastern Warren County within the 
current project area (Table 5). Located on Route 31W northeast of Bowling Green, Bristow was 
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established on land donated by John Ewing for a train depot on the L&N Railroad. The area had 
been settled in the early 1800s by families such as Burnam and Hays. A post office operated here as 
Bristow Station from 1860 to 1881 and as Bristow from 1880 to 1958. Zachariah G. Taylor was 
one of the postmasters. In 1937 the community had three stores or small business enterprises, two 
schools, three churches, a cemetery, stationary sawmill, about 30 residences, and a line or group of 
dwellings. Today the community is considered part of Bowling Green. It has a mixture of residential, 
commercial, agricultural, and industrial land uses (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department 
of Highways 1937e, Rennick 2016e). 

Freeport is an African American neighborhood on the north side of the L&N Railroad in 
Oakland. It was founded ca. 1870 by formerly enslaved persons and developed into a successful 
community with a school, church, and businesses. It did not have a post office and instead got mail 
service from Oakland (Forte 2019, Ziegler 2004). More information about Freeport is provided in 
Section 3.3.7. 

Girkin was located on Hwy 1320 northeast of Bowling Green on the sinkhole plain south of 
the Dripping Springs Escarpment. A post office was established here in 1888 with Alexander S. 
Spalding as postmaster. It closed in 1913 (Forte 2019, Rennick 2016e).  

Located near the Barren-Warren County line, Hays or Haysford is located on Hwy 68-80 and 
Hwy 259 east of Oakland and Smiths Grove. A post office served the community from 1872 to 
1904. Former postmasters included Edward G. Ferguson, George C. Garman, James M. Garman, 
Robert Hays, and William P. Hays (Forte 2019, Google Maps, Kentucky Department of Highways 
1937e, Rennick 2016e). 

Loving was located somewhere northeast of Bowling Green. Little archival information about 
the community was found, other than that it did not have a post office (Forte 2019). It may have 
been near, or perhaps the same as, the community of Sunnyside. Like Freeport, Sunnyside is an 
African American neighborhood community founded ca. 1870 by formerly enslaved persons that 
developed into a successful community with a school, church, and businesses. The community had 
a post office from 1886 to 1958 (Forte 2019, Sweeten 2002). More information about Sunnyside 
is provided in Section 3.3.7. 

Finally, Tuckertown was located northeast of Bowling Green on Route 31W. Little archival 
information about the community was found, other than that it did not have a post office (Forte 
2019). 

3.3.14  Recreationists and Sportsmen 

 Recreationists and sportsmen are individuals and groups who seek enjoyment, entertainment, 
relaxation, and personal growth pursuing non-work-related activities, especially those in the 
outdoors. Hikers, runners, climbers, campers, boaters, fishermen, hunters, skiers, equestrians, and 
resource collectors are examples of recreationists and sportsmen. A recently developed recreation 
group in the Mammoth Cave area is zipliners, who move down an inclined suspended cable in a 
harness through the force of gravity. Some recreationists and sportsmen advocate for the 
preservation of public spaces, such as national parks, in their natural states for recreation and 
sporting pursuits.  
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While there are many individuals who recreate at and near the park, only three examples of 
recreationists and sportsmen in the project area were identified in archival research and key 
informant interviews. None have direct multi-generational connections to the park, but they are 
potential stakeholders in terms of resource access and resource management decisions. 

The Mammoth Cave Back Country Horseman (a.k.a., Mammoth Cave Equine Trail Riders 
Association) is an organization representing equine users of the Mammoth Cave National Park 
back country trails. Members participate in volunteer work days to help keep the NPS trails in 
good condition; represent the trail riding community when it comes to issues that affect the back 
country trails of Mammoth Cave and other trails in the state; and schedule activities to bring the 
community of horse riders together for group rides and outings. A contact person for the group, 
which organized in 2007, is Valerie Stokes (Mammoth Cave Back Country Horseman 2016). 

Cave Country Trails is a not-for-profit organization that was incorporated in 2015 in 
Mammoth Cave by Glasgow resident Eddie Bruner. Focusing on hiking, cycling, paddling, and 
horseback riding recreational activities (Cave Country Trails 2019), the mission of the group is “to 
create a regional network of biking, hiking, equestrian, and water trails to connect communities 
and make the Mammoth Cave area and south-central Kentucky a more attractive outdoor 
destination and place to live” (Cave Country Trails 2019:1). The group’s web site provides detailed 
information and guides for utilizing specific recreational resources in the area. Other officers are 
Ralph Skrovan, Beth Noffsinger, and Andrew Reece. Members of the board of directors are Coni 
Sheppard, Linda Watt, Bobby Bunnell, Greg Davis, Maclean Lessenbury, Jeff Bruce, Joel Davis, 
and Rhonda Clemmons (Cave Country Trails 2019).  

A recently formed group with historic ties to the park and region through their families, the 
Edmonson County High School Bass Fishing Team formed in 2019 and is sanctioned by the 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association. The team practices on Green River through the park, 
as well as at Nolin Lake. In addition to corporate sponsors, local businesses sponsoring the team 
include Renegade Marine and Outdoor Sports, C&C Firearms, and Five Point Farm. Current and 
recent team members are from the Coy, Luttrell, Richardson, Van Meter, and Wilson families 
(ECHS Fishing 2020). 

3.3.15  School Groups and Associations 

 School groups and associations are organizations that plan and sponsor school-related events 
like class reunions, facilitate social connections among members, conduct fundraising campaigns 
and otherwise provide financial support, promote the values and character of the school, and 
recognize past accomplishments and support future developments and welfare of the primary, 
secondary, or post-secondary school. They are comprised primarily of former students and 
graduates (alumni) but may also include current and former teachers, administrators, and/or staff. 
School groups and associations are potential stakeholders for Mammoth Cave National Park, 
especially if such groups exist for schools previously located on park lands.  

Only one school association was identified through archival research and key informant 
interviews. Kyrock Elementary School Friends is based in Sweeden. The group of former 
students maintains a web site where it posts news updates and coordinates class reunions and other 
activities related to the school. Participants include Reggie Jaggers and Teresa Whitehouse 
(Kyrock Elementary School Friends 2016).  
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3.3.16  Tourism and Visitor Bureaus 

 Tourism and visitor bureaus are organizations that actively promote a town, city, region, or 
destination through information dissemination, branding, marketing, and other services in order to 
increase the number of travelers, make visitors’ experiences more rewarding and productive, and 
enhance local or regional economic development. They are also known as destination marketing 
organizations (DMO) and convention and visitors bureaus (CVB) and include welcome centers 
and information centers.  

Most tourism and visitor bureaus are independent, non-profit organizations that collaborate 
actively with community partners such as lodging, dining, attractions, events, and recreation 
providers. Their target audience is tourists, business travelers, visitors, and other members of the 
traveling public. Because this a major target audience for Mammoth Cave National Park, and 
because the park and its resources are among the most important regional assets these groups use 
to attract tourists, tourism and visitor bureau groups are stakeholders for the park.  

All five counties in the project area have tourism and visitor bureaus. The Glasgow-Barren 
County Tourist Commission promotes outdoor recreation, historical attractions, arts and 
entertainment, shopping, dining, lodging, and special seasonal events to tourists, promoting the 
county as “a little bit of Scotland in Kentucky.” Offices are on the square in Glasgow (Glasgow-
Barren County Tourist Commission 2019).  

Also in Barren County, the Cave City Tourist and Convention Commission in Cave City 
formed in 1978 as the first tourism commission for a fourth-class city and funded through 
restaurant and lodging taxes. It manages the Cave City Convention Center, which opened in Cave 
City in 1980, the first convention center located outside a major metropolitan area. The group’s 
web site features a list of “Cultural Recreation” opportunities in the local area. Current board 
members are Pat McKenzie, Gina Lyon, Nick Patel, Sean Choskia, Greg Davis, Emily Moss, and 
Russ Yonkers (Cave City Tourist and Convention Commission 2019). 

The Edmonson County Tourism Commission is based in Brownsville and is affiliated with 
the Edmonson County Chamber of Commerce. It provides tourists with information about parks, 
lodging, food, outdoor adventures, and seasonal special events in the county. It also works with 
the professional film-making industry through its membership in the Southern Kentucky Film 
Commission (Edmonson County Tourism Commission 2019). 

Based in Leitchfield, Grayson County Tourism emphasizes to tourists the county’s close 
proximity to major cities, making it easily accessible, and the outdoor experiences available to 
tourists in the county. The commission’s web site features information about attractions, fishing 
and boating on the county’s two lakes, trails, events and festivals, lodging, and food (Grayson 
County Tourism 2019).  

The Horse Cave-Hart County Tourist Commission emphasizes outdoor tourist attractions 
such as local caves and hiking trails. It also provides information about tourist opportunities related 
to the arts, history, and culture, as well as dining, lodging, and special events like the Horse Cave 
Heritage Festival. A unique feature is sample itineraries for tourists, which include “Bring Along 
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the Best Friend,” “Hooked on Caves,” “Eco-Friendly,” and “Abe to the Cave Trail” (Horse Cave-
Hart County Tourist Commission 2019).  

The Bowling Green-Warren County Convention and Visitors Bureau provides similar 
types of information as the other county tourism commissions, focusing on lodging, food, 
attractions, and special events. What distinguishes it is information about sports-related attractions 
and marketing to attract and host sporting competitions, professional conferences, and hobbyist 
meetings (Bowling Green-Warren County Convention and Visitors Bureau 2019). 

Another potentially associated group is the South Central Kentucky Cave Operators 
Association, which represents Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties. The group consists 
of show caves in south-central Kentucky: Crystal Onyx Cave, Diamond Caverns, Hidden River 
Cave, Kentucky Caverns, Lost River Cave, Mammoth Cave National Park, and Onyx Cave. The 
goal of the group is to produce cooperative educational literature for the participating show caves 
(SCKCOA 2016). 

The National Caves Association is a non-profit trade association founded in 1965 by private 
show cave owners from across the United States to promote the show cave industry to the public, 
to share information and ideas, and to lobby for legislation favorable to the show cave industry. 
The current membership includes 80 show caves. The three members in this region are Diamond 
Caverns, American Cave Museum and Hidden River Cave, and Lost Rive Cave. The local contact 
person is Susan Berdeaux in Park City (National Caves Association 2016). 

Finally, the Highway 31E Club of Hart County formed in 1978 and incorporated in 1979 to 
promote tourism along the Jackson Highway. Officers included James E. Chaney, Mary Brooks 
Howard, Eursie Lee Sullivan, and Jane Sullivan. It is listed as an inactive organization that was 
administratively dissolved by the state in 1982, and it is not known if the group continues to 
operate under a different administrative structure (Matera 2013, Kentucky Secretary of State 
2016). 

3.3.17  Tourist Attraction Owners and Employees 

 The owners, operators, and employees at tourist attractions constitute another associated 
community. Tourist attractions are places of public interest owing to their inherent or exhibited 
cultural or natural value and beauty or cultural and historical significance. Tourists and other 
travelers, as well as members of local communities, visit tourist attractions for education, 
recreation, leisure, amusement, and adventure purposes. Most are for-profit enterprises, such as 
Diamond Caverns in Park City, though non-profit organizations and government departments 
operate some tourist attractions, such as Mammoth Cave. Tourist attractions provide employment 
opportunities for local communities, stimulate infrastructure development, contribute to govern-
ment revenues through taxes, and contribute to local economies through ancillary businesses that 
serve visitors.  

There are numerous individual tourist attractions whose owners and staff are potential 
informants and associated people. The Barren County attractions with the longest histories and 
best connections to the park are located in Cave City. A family-focused attraction, for decades 
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park has offered guests several accommodation options (i.e., cabins, 
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campsites, RV sites) and entertainment opportunities such as daily activities, miniature golf, water-
slide, and swimming. The Cave City attraction is part of a national franchise of camp resorts. 
Current staff include William and Kay Pott, owners; Sarah Young, general manager; and Emily 
Moss, vice president of operations (Jellystone Park Mammoth Cave 2019). 

Since the 1960s, Froggett’s Guntown Mountain Wild West Town in Cave City has offered 
tourists a range of activities anchored by a reconstructed Western town atop Huckleberry Knob. 
Other entertainment includes a haunted hotel, blacklight miniature golf, and train rides. The current 
owners are David and Vikki Froggett (Froggett’s Guntown Mountain 2019).  

The Kentucky Action Park in Cave City offers tourists several entertainment and recreational 
options. The major attractions are Jesse James Riding Stables, a Western-themed miniature golf 
course, Outlaw Cave tours, alpine slide, and ziplines. Cabin and RV camping accommodations are 
offered. The business may be contacted at kyaction@scrtc.com (Kentucky Action Park 2019). 

Since 1969 the Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum has offered tourists educational exhibits 
featuring over 1,600 rare and exotic animals in naturalistic settings. The Butterfly Room displays 
a large collection of butterflies and insects. The museum also has a gift shop. The museum may be 
contacted at mammothcavewildlifemuseum@gmail.com (Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum 2018).  

J.B.’s Haunted Mansion in Cave City “is a kid-friendly, dark and scary attraction located in 
the heart of the Mammoth Cave area” that offers daily haunted house tours and food service at 
the associated snack shop. The attraction may be contacted at (270) 773-3333 (J.B.’s Haunted 
Mansion 2019:1).  

A newer attraction in Cave City, Dinosaur World is one of three such themed attractions in 
the United States. It opened in 2003 and features over 150 life-sized sculptures of dinosaurs created 
by Christer Svensson. Visitors can tour the Prehistoric Museum, participate in a fossil dig activity, 
and uncover “fossils” in the Bone Yard. Dinosaur World may be contacted at (270) 773-4345 
(Dinosaur World 2019).  

In Park City, the ruins of Bell’s Tavern are a well-known tourist attraction, albeit informal. 
The ruins are situated on a six-acre park that is open to the public year-round. A state historical 
marker provides a brief history of the tavern (Section 3.4.3). Past and current Park City officials 
such as David Lyons are potential informants about this attraction.  

 Diamond Caverns in Park City has offered public cave tours for over 160 years. Natural 
resources and geological features such as cave drapery are highlighted on the tours. Several 
members of the Cave Research Foundation (section 3.5.7) currently own Diamond Caverns. The 
attraction may be contacted at info@diamondcaverns.com (Diamond Caverns 2019).  

A major tourist attraction in Horse Cave is Kentucky Down Under, which features an 
adventure zoo with indigenous and Australian wildlife, as well as tours of Mammoth Onyx Cave. 
Though the cave has been shown to the public for decades, Kentucky Down Under was established 
in 1990 by William “Bill” and Judy Austin. Current staff include David Gray, owner; Mick McGill, 
general manager of operations and animal management; Chris Ham, assistant manager; and Jacey 
Doyle, group and outreach director (Kentucky Down Under 2019). 

mailto:info@diamondcaverns.com
mailto:kyaction@scrtc.com
mailto:mammothcavewildlifemuseum@gmail.com
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3.3.18  Volunteers (Current and Former) 

Finally, current and former volunteers of the park comprise another type of stakeholder group. 
These are individuals who donate their time and expertise to promote the mission, goals, and 
programs of the park. Their length of service ranges from several years to several decades. 
Volunteers are stakeholders because they work directly with a variety of park resources, and they 
are affected by and have potential interest in resource management decisions made by the park. 

Most of the park-focused not-for-profit organizations described in previous sections are 
volunteer based and, therefore, their past and present membership rolls may be reviewed to identify 
potential informants who might offer perspectives about volunteering at the park. For example, 
members and others associated with preservation organizations like the Mammoth Cave 
Restoration Group and natural history interest groups like the East Warren Garden Club are 
not only potential informants for those stakeholders but also as park volunteers.  

Several other individuals who do or have volunteered at the park for substantial commitments 
were identified during archival research and key informant interviews. They include Darlene 
Applegate, Robert Hoyt, and Albert Meier at Western Kentucky University; Alice Lee and 
Daniel Lee of Cave City; and Tina Tunks and Norman Warnell of Brownsville. The park’s 
director of volunteers should be consulted to identify other potential informants. Currently Amy 
“Liz” Thomas is acting volunteer coordinator at the park (amy_thomas@nps.gov). 

 

3.4  Synthesis of Land Uses and Resources of Cultural Significance 

 Phase I research resulted in the identification of 1,010 cultural resources related to Mammoth 
Cave National Park and the park vicinity. These resources of cultural significance are grouped by 
primary function into 20 types of land uses (Table 6). This section presents definitions of the 20 
land use types and syntheses of the related cultural resources identified through the archival 
research and key informant interviews.  

Table 6. Alphabetical Listing of Land Use Types for Mammoth Cave National Park and Vicinity.  
agriculture, farming, farms, and farmsteads 
arts and crafts 
business and commerce 
community events at the park 
education and schools 
foods and foodways 
government 
industries 
medicine and medical  
military 

milling and grist mills 
mining 
mortuary, cemeteries, and graveyards 
museums and interpretive centers 
nature and natural landscapes 
recreation and sports 
religion and churches 
residential, homes, homeplaces, and homesteads 
tourism 
transportation 

mailto:amy_thomas@nps.gov
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Detailed descriptions of each cultural resource, organized by land use type, are provided in this 
section. The most significant resources are defined as those listed in or determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register; identified by informants or in archival sources as important; 
recognized as state, county, municipal, or other historic landmarks through signage, surveys, and/or 
inventories; or associated with designated resource preserves.  

Some cultural resources have multiple functions and are associated with several land uses. The 
multi-functionality is inherent to some resource types. Farmsteads, for example, chiefly have an 
agricultural function but also are the loci of residence, industries, craft production, mortuary 
activities, and other uses. With other resources, the functions changed over time or in association with 
different human groups, such as a former privately-owned farmstead (agricultural land use) now 
used for public hiking trails (recreation land use).  

Archeological sites provide a good illustration of this multi-functionality. Prehistoric sites 
are associated with Native American occupations in the project area and functional types are 
habitation or residential sites primarily but also resource acquisition (chert quarry, mineral 
mining), burial grounds, tool manufacturing, artistic expression, and ritual-ceremony. Most 
prehistoric sites, especially the ubiquitous rockshelter sites but also cave and open-air sites, were 
the loci of multiple activities. Native peoples inhabited these locations, processed and stored 
foods in them, buried their dead, manufactured tools, created artwork, and enculturated their 
children in them.  

Historic archeological sites, associated with Euro-American and African American occu-
pations, have similar functions including habitation or residence (farmstead, hotel, CCC camp), 
resource acquisition (quarry, pine tar kiln), mortuary activities (cemetery, graveyard), education 
(school), religion (church), industry (moonshine still), commerce (general store), artistic expression, 
and craft production (basket stand). Euro-American and African American communities used 
rockshelters and caves for food storage, recreation and exploration, and mineral extraction, as well 
as moonshine production and livestock pens. During the Historic period, several industries 
developed in caves and rockshelters, most notably saltpeter production and tourism, and places in 
and around the park were at the forefront of these nationally significant industries.  

Resources associated with multiple land uses are handled in one of two ways in this section. 
For some, the resources are listed and described in two or more of the sub-sections corresponding 
to the most important land uses. For others, the resources are listed and described in the sub-section 
that corresponds to the primary or most culturally significant land use, with just brief reference to 
the other land use(s).  

Of the 1,010 cultural resources in the project area identified through archival research, 70 are 
listed in the National Register (Table 7). Regarding distribution, almost one-third of the listed 
resources (n=22, 31%) are in Edmonson County, the county that accounts for the largest proportion 
of the total area under investigation. About one-quarter each are in Warren (n=18, 26%) and Hart 
(n=17, 24%) counties. There are 11 (16%) in Barren County and two (3%) in Grayson County. Of 
the 70 listed properties, only about one-quarter (n=16, 23%) are within the park boundaries, despite 
the park accounting for a large proportion of the total area under investigation, and three-quarters 
(n=54, 77%) are outside park boundaries. All 22 of the listings for Edmonson County are in the 
project area, with 15 (68%) located inside the park and seven (32%) outside. The other listed 
property in the park is in Hart County.  
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Table 7. Cultural Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
Resource Location Criterion1 Number2 Report Section 
Barren County     
Bell’s Tavern Park City C 87000169 3.4.3 
Bybee House Glasgow C 12000444 3.4.18 
Cave City Commercial District3 Cave City A, C 83002529 3.4.3 
Fort Williams (Fort Hobson) Glasgow A, D 75000732 3.4.10 

Gerig’s, Gullian Mill4 Glasgow-Oil City C 87002050 3.4.11 
McCoy, Andrew House3 Cave City C 83002537 3.4.18 
North Race Street Residential 
District3 

Glasgow C 83002539, 
03001230 

3.4.18 

Old Zion Methodist Church3 Park City C 83002541 3.4.17 
Quigley, G. F., and Son Grocery3 Goodnight C 83002544 3.4.3 
Renfro (Metz) Hotel3 Park City C 83002543 3.4.3 
Wigwam Village No. 23 Cave City A, C 88000180 3.4.3 
Edmonson County     
Asphalt Rock Pictographs5 Asphalt A, C, D 89001185 3.4.2 
Bransford Spring Pumphouse6 Flint Ridge A 91000493 3.4.19 

Colossal Cavern Entrance6 Flint Ridge A 91000491 3.4.19 
Crystal Cave Historic District6 Flint Ridge A, B 91000500 3.4.19 

Dismal Rock Shelter Petroglyphs5 Kyrock A, C, D 89001184 3.4.2 

Ford, Dr. William House Chalybeate B, C 80001506 3.4.3, 3.4.9, 3.4.18 

Good Spring Church- Cemetery6 Cade A 91000498 3.4.13, 3.4.17 

Great Onyx Cave Entrance6 Flint Ridge A 91000490 3.4.19 
Engine No. 4 and Coach No. 2 Mammoth Cave A 75000160 3.4.19, 3.4.20 

Joppa Baptist Church and Cemetery6 Elko A 91000496 3.4.17 

Maintenance Area District6 Mammoth Cave A 91000501 3.4.19 

Mammoth Cave Baptist Church 
and Cemetery6 

Flint Ridge A 91000497 3.4.13, 3.4.17 

Mammoth Cave Historic District6 Mammoth Ridge A 91000503 3.4.9, 3.4.12, 3.4.19 
Maple Springs Ranger Station6 Cade A 91000494 3.4.7 
Mill Hole Farm Park City C, D 97000866 3.4.1, 3.4.8, 3.4.11 

Mitchell-Estes Farmstead7 Smiths Grove A 95001528 3.4.1 

Old Guide (Guides) Cemetery6 Mammoth Ridge A 91000499 3.4.13 
Reed-Dossey House Brownsville C 86002866 3.4.18 

Residential Area District6 Mammoth Cave A 91000502 3.4.7, 3.4.16, 3.4.18 

Superintendent’s House6 Mammoth Cave A 91000495 3.4.7, 3.4.16, 3.4.18 

Three Springs Pumphouse6 Flint Ridge A 91000492 3.4.19 

Willis, Mathias General Store4 Asphalt D 87000172 3.4.3 
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Table 7. Cultural Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
Resource Location Criterion1 Number2 Report Section 
Grayson County     
Saltsman Branch Petroglyphs5 Moutardier  A, C, D 89001189 3.4.2 
Saltsman Branch Shelter 
Petroglyphs5 

Moutardier  A, C, D 89001190 3.4.2 

Hart County     
Barrett, Dr. Lewis House Munfordville B, C 80001539 3.4.3, 3.4.9, 3.4.18 
Battle of Munfordville  Munfordville A 97000866 3.4.10 
Chapline Building Munfordville C 80001540 3.4.3 
Cox, Alvey House Munfordville C 80001541 3.4.18 

Gardner House Northtown C 04000794 3.4.18 
Hart County Courthouse Munfordville A 80001542 3.4.7 
Hart County Deposit Bank and 
Trust Company Building 

Munfordville A, C 80001543 3.4.3 

Horse Cave Historic District Horse Cave A 01000796 3.4.2, 3.4.3, 3.4.5, 
3.4.7, 3.4.9, 3.4.14, 
3.4.15, 3.4.16, 3.4.17, 
3.4.18, 3.4.19, 3.4.20 

Munford (Old Munford) Inn Munfordville A, C 84001615 3.4.3 
Munfordville Baptist Church Munfordville C 80001544 3.4.17 

Munfordville Presbyterian Church 
and Green River Lodge No. 88 

Munfordville A 80001545 3.4.17 

Munfordville School Munfordville A 84001613 3.4.5 

Salts Cave Archeological Site Flint Ridge D 79000278 3.4.18 
Smith, Col. Robert A. Monument8 Munfordville A 97000693 3.4.10 
Smith, Francis Asbury House Munfordville A, B, C 80001546 3.4.3, 3.4.10, 3.4.18 
Unknown Confederate Soldier 
Monument in Horse Cave8  

Horse Cave A 97000694 3.4.10 

Wood, Gen. George T. House Munfordville B, C 80001547 3.4.7, 3.4.18 
Warren County     
Allen, Carter House9 Oakland C 79003541 3.4.18 
Allen, Thomas House9 Oakland C 79003542 3.4.18 
Bryant, Garnett House9 Bowling Green B, C 79003503 3.4.18 
Burnett, Aubrey House9 Oakland C 79003506 3.4.18 
Cave Spring Farm & Crumps Cave Smiths Grove A, D 96001343 3.4.1 
Cooke, Peyton House9 Oakland C 79003504 3.4.18 
Fairview Methodist Church9 Oakland C 79003505 3.4.17 
Ford, John Jackson House9 Smiths Grove C 79003543 3.4.18 
Hays, James House9 Hays A, C 79003517 3.4.18 
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Table 7. Cultural Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
Resource Location Criterion1 Number2 Report Section 
Warren County (continued)     
Madison, Susannah Henry House 
and Murrel, Samuel House & Inn 

Oakland B, C 76000957 3.4.7, 3.4.18, 3.4.20 

Middleton, Jesse House9 Oakland C 79003507 3.4.18, 3.4.20 
Oakland-Freeport Historic District Oakland A 04000801 3.4.3, 3.4.9, 3.4.18 
Shobe, Moses House9 Smiths Grove C 79003521 3.4.18 
Smiths Grove Baptist Church9 Smiths Grove C 79003538 3.4.17 
Smiths Grove Historic District9 Smiths Grove C 79003512 3.4.3, 3.4.18 
Smiths Grove Presbyterian Church9 Smiths Grove C 79003539 3.4.17 
Wardlaw, III Andrew James House9 Oakland C 79003508 3.4.18 
Wright, J. L. House9 Smiths Grove C 79003540 3.4.18 
1 Criteria A-D are, respectively, significant events, people, architecture/engineering, and potential to yield information.  
2 The first two digits of the listing number represent the year listed. 
3  Part of the Barren County multiple resource area. 
4 Part of the Early Stone Buildings of Kentucky Outer Bluegrass and Pennyrile thematic resource. 
5 Part of the Prehistoric Rock Art Sites in Kentucky multiple property submission. 
6 Part of the Historic Resources of Mammoth Cave National Park multiple property submission. 
7 Resource boundaries extend into Warren County. 
8 Part of the Civil War Monuments in Kentucky, 1861-1935 multiple property submission. 
9 Part of the Warren County multiple resource area. 

 

The 70 Register-listed resources include a variety of numbers and types of contributing 
properties. About two-thirds of the listings (n=48, 68%) have single contributing properties, and 
one-third (n=22, 32%) are districts with multiple contributing properties. The sizes of the districts 
range from 2-52 contributing properties, though most districts have seven or fewer contributing 
properties. The total number of contributing properties of the 71 listed resources is 281. Of the 
types of contributing properties, the vast majority are buildings, which comprise 73% (n=206) of 
the sample. Examples are houses, churches, stores, barns, and schools. Sites comprise 15% (n=42) 
of the contributing properties and include cemeteries, graveyards, show cave entrances, tourist 
paths, tourist gathering yards, former houselots, roadways, battlefields, and archeological sites. 
About 9% (n=26) of the contributing properties are structures, which include railroad tracks, 
bridges, forts, rock walls, rock stairways, cave gates, pumphouses, springhouses, and saltpeter 
mining works. Monuments and cave tour route cable are the small percentage (3%, n=7) of objects 
that are contributing properties to the listed resources.  

Regarding significance, the Register-listed resources in the project area encompass all four 
National Register criteria. About 73% (n=52) of the 71 resources meet one criterion, 20% (n=14) 
meet two criteria, and 7% (n=5) meet three criteria for 95 total criteria of significance. The most 
common areas of significance are C/architecture/engineering at 45% (n=43) and A/events at 39% 
(n=37). About 10% (n=9) of the listings are for D/information potential and 6% (n=6) are for 
B/people.  
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3.4.1  Agriculture, Farming, Farms, and Farmsteads 

Definitions and Context 

One of the most important and ubiquitous land uses in the project area is agriculture, the raising 
of domesticated plants (farming) and animals (stockbreeding, herding) for human use. Agricultural 
land use is associated with farms, farmsteads, family and regional traditions, planting and harvesting 
knowledge, agricultural terminology, farming narratives, and other cultural resources. Most of the 
resources in the project area date to the historic period, but there are several from the prehistoric 
period associated with the storage, preparation, and consumption of native plant cultivars and 
adopted tropical domesticates like corn and beans. 

For historic agriculture-related resources, a farm is defined as a parcel or area of land devoted 
primarily to agricultural purposes – producing crops and/or livestock for human consumption (e.g., 
wheat, pumpkins, apples, chickens), feeding livestock (e.g., corn, hay), manufacturing (e.g., cotton, 
hemp, flax), landscaping (e.g., sod, tulips, trees), or recreation (e.g., tobacco, race horses). The 
land brought into production can include agricultural fields, or relatively large expanses typically 
planted in a single crop; orchards, or relatively large expanses for growing fruit-bearing trees; 
gardens, or smaller expanses planted in multiple crops; pastures, or grass-covered lots for animal 
grazing; and feedlots, or parcels used for fattening or finishing livestock. Farms typically had wood 
lots, or tree-covered parcels that were managed to supply landowners with firewood, live-stock 
forage, wild food sources like tree sap, construction materials, and timber for sale or barter. Farms 
are located in rural areas (Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b). 

A farmstead is a farm plus some mixture of domestic and agricultural buildings and 
outbuildings, structures, and landscape features. The farmhouse is the main dwelling occupied 
by the farm owner (Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b). “Outbuildings are structures 
designed to perform specific functions away from the main house” and they are divided into two 
basic types, domestic and agricultural (Kennedy and Macintire 1999:2). One subtype of domestic 
out-buildings is domestic quarters such as secondary house, tenant house, slave quarters, and 
servant quarters. These are residential buildings apart from the main dwelling that housed 
relatives of the farm owner, hired farm laborers, tenant farmers, sharecroppers, enslaved 
laborers, and/or servants. Domestic quarters for enslaved field hands typically were poorer 
quality and located farther from the main house than those for household workers, and are less 
likely to survive to the present day. Domestic quarters may be associated with farmsteads of any 
time period but are more common on larger 19th century farmsteads in Kentucky (Kennedy and 
Macintire 1999, Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b).  

Other domestic outbuildings spatially associated with the main house include kitchen, privy 
(a.k.a., outhouse, necessary), laundry or washhouse, smokehouse, meathouse, ice house, dairy, and 
backhouse. Kitchen buildings, which typically were detached on early farmsteads but appended to 
the rear of the main house by the end of the Antebellum period, were the most important domestic 
outbuildings on Kentucky farmsteads. Meat was cured by smoking in smokehouses and by salting 
or pickling in meathouses. Backhouses are multiroom buildings that housed two or more domestic 
work functions, such as washing and food processing. Cellars (root, vinegar, cider, wine) are semi- 

or subterranean food storage structures often with masonry walls. They were built under domestic 
outbuildings or into hillsides or covered with mounded soil and sod. Domestic outbuildings and 
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structures related to water sources are well, well house, cistern, and springhouse, though the latter 
also were used to store perishable foods like butter and cheese, since dairies were not common on 
Kentucky farmsteads (Kennedy and Macintire 1999, Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b).  

A wide range of agricultural outbuildings are associated with Kentucky farmsteads. Barns were 
essential elements of farmsteads and include multipurpose, livestock or stock, dairy, tobacco, hay, 
threshing, equipment, and other functional types. Most of the earliest barns were made of oak, but 
yellow poplar and chestnut also were used. Prior to the 1920s, there was little standardization in 
the floor plans, dimensions, and construction of barns. Typical stock barns have a central aisle 
flanked on one side by stalls and the other side by feed, tack, and equipment rooms, as well as a 
full or partial hay loft, that reflect their multiple purposes of housing and feeding livestock and 
storage. Older tobacco barns lack driveways (wall-less open areas under the roof) and have tall 
vertical heights, whereas later ones typically have three driveways and are shorter (Kennedy and 
Macintire 1999, Montell and Morse 1976, Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b).  

There is a diagnostic barn form in the project area (Figure 9). The 
Pennyrile barn “was developed after the turn of the 20th century to house 
an increasing number of beef cattle. The new design featured hay racks 
appended to the outside walls for more convenient feeding of cattle. The 
barns also increased the stock capacity of the barn by decreasing storage 
space for feed” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:50).  

Figure 9. Pennyrile barn on Highway 70 east of Cave City (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:50). 
 
Other outbuildings related to housing livestock are stable, chicken house (a.k.a., chicken 

coop, hen house, fowl house, poultry house), and hog house (a.k.a., pig pen, pigsty). Agricultural 
outbuildings related to crop and food storage include crib, silo, and granary, as well as potato, 
berry, and other storage sheds. In Kentucky, cribs were used primarily to store ear corn, and six 
varieties have been delineated, though there is considerable variability in form: plain, lean-to, 
side driveway, front driveway, double shed, and drive-in. Workshops or shops include sawmill, 
carpentry, and blacksmith shops. Additional types of outbuildings are wood shed, hemp house, 
still, distillery, sorghum furnace, garage, carriage house, buggy shed, and scale house (Kennedy 
and Macintire 1999, Montell and Morse 1976, Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017b).  

In addition to outbuildings, farmsteads often had landscape modifications such as terraces, 
ponds, and drainage or irrigation ditches. Some had family burial grounds. Other farmstead 
structures and features are access roads and paths, dumps and rubbish pits, and fences. Used to 
delineate space, mark boundaries, and contain livestock, fencing was constructed in several 
forms with different materials. Massed fences involved amassing linear piles of branches, tree 
stumps, rocks, and/or other materials. Wooden fencing came in several forms. The iconic 
Virginia rail or worm fence, with its multiple rows of stacked wood in chevron form, and the 
post-and-rail form, with spaced horizontal split or sawn rails mortised into or nailed onto vertical 
posts, were common on Antebellum farmsteads in Kentucky. Pale fencing is rail-and-post faced 
on one side with vertical sawn or split boards, with picket fencing being one subform. Types of 
rock fencing are dry-laid or mortared flat-course and diagonal-course (a.k.a., edge) fences 
(Kennedy and Macintire 1999). 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 168 

A plantation was a different type of agricultural enterprise, distinguished from farmsteads in 
terms of size, labor force, crop diversity, and socio-economic factors. Plantations were larger than 
farmsteads, covering several hundred or thousands of acres. Whereas farmstead laborers were mostly 
family members with supplemental work performed by others, plantation operations relied heavily 
on non-family workers, especially enslaved individuals prior to Emancipation but also laborers, 
indentured servants, sharecroppers, renters, and/or tenants. Some large plantations had a hierarchy 
of workers that included an overseer, or a hired manager who supervised daily operations. Because 
farmsteads produced the majority of resources required by a family, they were more diversified in 
crops and typically included a variety of livestock species, whereas plantations often focused 
primarily on production of a single staple or cash crop or few plant species, such as sugar, tobacco, 
cotton, hemp, or rice. [Large agricultural operations focused on livestock species are a different type 
of enterprise referred to as ranches, which are known but not common in the project area.] Production 
on farmsteads was geared to meeting a family’s daily needs, sometimes referred to as subsistence 
agriculture, with modest surpluses sold or traded. Plantations, in contrast, were for-profit commercial 
enterprises intended to produce massive yields for sale. In addition, compared to farmers, planters 
tended to be in higher socio-economic classes (McBride and McBride 2008, Orser 1990).  

By far, farmsteads were more numerous than plantations in the project area. This is because 
plantations were largely located in the less rugged, more fertile portions of the project area outside 
the park and south of the Dripping Springs Escarpment on the sinkhole plain (Figure 1). 
Farmsteads varied across time, space, and ethnic group, and each was unique in size and the types, 
numbers, and arrangement of buildings. According to Clark (1977), during the Antebellum period 
farmsteads typically ranged in size from 50 to 200 acres, and in 1860 farms of 20 to 100 acres were 
the norm. According to Kennedy and Macintire (1999:1), during this time “the majority of Kentucky 
farmers were probably living in one to two room houses, owned under 50 acres of land and no 
[enslaved persons].” Middle- and upper-income farmers, in contrast, owned at least 100 acres, lived 
in more substantial houses, and owned at least a few enslaved people, and their built environment is 
more likely to survive today (Kennedy and Macintire 1999). 

Regarding temporal variation, the oldest farmsteads in the Pennyrile, those dating to the pre-
1820 Frontier period, were characterized by one-two-room main houses and limited numbers of 
domestic and agricultural outbuildings arranged around an open area behind the main dwelling. The 
most common types of domestic outbuildings were detached kitchens, slave or servant houses, 
smoke- and meathouses, and springhouses. Multipurpose barns and log corn cribs, constructed in 
crop fields or pastures outside fenced domestic yards, were the most common forms of agricultural 
outbuildings. This pattern was very consistent across space, as was the largely subsistence-based 
nature of the farm economy (Kennedy and Macintire 1999).  

During the Antebellum period, middle- and upper-income farmsteads in the Pennyrile had more 
types of special-purpose domestic outbuildings, such as backhouses, wash houses, and cloth 
processing rooms. Contrary to popular belief, though, Antebellum farmsteads typically did not have 
privies, though they were prevalent in towns at this time. Antebellum farmsteads also had a wider 
range of agricultural outbuildings, including stock barns, mule and horse stables, chicken houses, 
and granaries, sometimes constructed from plans in agricultural magazines. Chicken houses were 
built in domestic yards, with other agricultural outbuildings next to fields or pastures. If tobacco 
barns were present, they were constructed to allow for fire-curing of dark burley tobacco. Virginia 
rail and post-and-rail fencing were common. More land was brought under cultivation, more 
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surpluses were produced, and more agricultural products were offered for regional and national 
markets (Kennedy and Macintire 1999). 

Several changes in Pennyrile farmsteads occurred in the Postbellum period. Housing formerly 
occupied by enslaved domestic workers was repurposed, and that for enslaved field workers often 
fell into disrepair or was torn down. Privies, granaries, specialized stables, and special-purpose barns 
including air-cured white burley tobacco barns became more common, as did cooking stoves in 
kitchens. Frame corn cribs replaced those constructed of log by the turn of the century, and chicken 
houses assumed the iconic form of square boxes with overhanging slanted roosting areas (Kennedy 
and Macintire 1999, Montell and Morse 1976). 

In the project area farmsteads often followed the Upland South tradition. Within the Upland 
South tradition, “most farm families took one of two strategies: resource maximization or time 
maximization. Resource maximizers focus the bulk of their efforts on resource accumulation at 
the expense of other actions, while time minimizers undertake a strategy where actions relating to 
resource acquisition and accumulation take a back seat to other actions such as leisure activities” 
(Ahlman 2009:26). In other words, some farmers sought to produce as many agricultural products 
as possible, regardless of the time inputs required and the time taken from non-farming pursuits. 
Other farmers sought to produce agricultural products as temporally efficient as possible so as to 
leave time for non-farming activities.  

The Upland South spatial pattern of farmsteads is characterized by a wide range of outbuilding 
types that were arranged in a disordered cluster around the dwelling house, the arrangement “deter-
mined by the owner’s changing conceptions of convenience” (Newton 1974:151). Though out-
buildings were intended to have specific functions, they often were multifunctional (Ahlman 2009). 
Table 8 lists the most frequently occurring building types of Upland South farmsteads.   

“The historic landscapes of rural Kentucky, complete with houses, barns and other structures, 
tell the story of countless families and their cultivation of the land. Though farming has traditionally 
been the backbone of Kentucky’s economy, the story of our farming heritage is being lost quickly 
through subdivision and development, the tobacco buyout, and the flight of younger generations 
from rural Kentucky” (Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017c:1). Much tangible evidence of the 
farming heritage of Mammoth Cave National Park was lost with the creation of the park, as 
buildings were demolished, fences removed, and farm fields replanted in trees. However, capped 
wells, road beds, archeological traces of buildings, and photographs remain, as does intangible 
evidence such as stories and traditions. And, cultural resources related to local agriculture heritage 
persist outside the park within the project area. Existing agricultural landscapes can provide a 
means to visualize the pre-park landscape at Mammoth Cave. 

National Register Listed Agriculture and Farming Resources 

Only three farmsteads, all outside the park, are listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. Mill Hole Farm, just outside the southern boundary of the park on Chaumont Road, is an 
Antebellum farmstead with an early 19th century 1.5-story Federal style brick house on a stone 
foundation, several former water mills in a karst window, a family graveyard, and a former toll 
road and toll house. The house likely was built by Killion Creek, a stone mason, or Hardin Camp 
circa 1814-1830 (Oppel et al. 1977). 
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Table 8. Common Building Features of Upland South Farmsteads (Ahlman 2000).  
Feature Function/Behavior/Activity 
dwelling residence, child care, leisure, food production 
barn agricultural production (facility for animal husbandry) 
corn crib agricultural production (storage facility for animal feed or commercial crops) 
hog house agricultural and food production (building for holding swine) 
cattle shed agricultural production (building for holding cattle) 
chicken house agricultural and food production (building for holding chickens) 
sorghum furnace agricultural production (processing facility to make sorghum molasses) 
blacksmith shop agricultural production (facility for construction/repair of farm implements) 
stable agricultural production (structure for holding horses, mules, and/or cattle) 
machine shed agricultural production (facility for repair and storage of farm implements) 
undifferentiated shed agricultural and food production (building with unknown function) 
berry shed agricultural and food production (facility to store surplus fruits) 
detached kitchen food production, child care, leisure (facility for cooking and informal leisure) 
spring house food production, child care (storage facility for perishable foods, water source) 
well house agricultural and food production, child care (facility for water source) 
smoke/meat house food production (facility for curing and storing meat and other food products)  
wood shed food production (facility for storage of wood, typically for the house) 
root cellar food production (facility for storage of surplus food crops and canned goods) 
vegetable bed food production (facility for storage of surplus food crops) 
potato shed food production (facility for storage of surplus food crops) 
well/cistern agricultural and food production, child care, leisure (facility for water source) 
silo agricultural production (facility for storage of surplus food crops) 
dairy agricultural production (facility for milking cattle and/or storing milk products) 
garage agricultural production, leisure (facility for storing/repairing cars/farm equipment) 
scale house agricultural production (facility for weighing surplus crops) 

 

 South of the park near Smiths Grove, the Mitchell-Estes Farmstead (a.k.a., Old Jack White 
Homestead) is a 94-acre farmstead with a late 19th century frame Queen Ann house on a stone 
foundation and built around the older house of John “Jack” White, a small family graveyard, and 
several 20th century outbuildings. Peyton Cooke formerly owned the farmstead (Johnston 1995). 
(The nearby Peyton Cooke House is described in Section 3.4.18.)  

 Northwest of the park in Woodsonville, the Anthony L. Woodson Farmstead was considered 
one of the finest farms in Hart County. Thomas Woodson, one of the wealthiest county residents 
in 1820 (Applegate 2007), received the farm as a land grant from Thomas Jefferson for service in 
the Revolutionary War. The farm was occupied by his son Anthony L. and Eliza B. (Chapline) 
Woodson and children at the time of the Civil War and was heavily impacted (Section 3.4.10). The 
original house was destroyed by fire at an unknown time. The Woodson family rebuilt the house, 
reportedly using federal war settlement money, circa 1900-1905, using the same foundation and 
in the same design as the original home. The old summer kitchen at the rear is original (Logsdon 
1997).  
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Other Significant Agriculture and Farming Resources 

There were about 500 historic farmsteads in the area that became Mammoth Cave National 
Park, and hundreds more in the vicinity surrounding the park. Unfortunately, few pre-park farm-
steads are described or documented in any detail in archival sources consulted during Phase I. In 
addition, pre-park structures associated with historic farmsteads were razed during park develop-
ment and the properties themselves exist today primarily as archeological sites. Researchers have 
recorded the archeological remains of houses on some pre-park farmsteads (Prentice 1993), as 
described in Section 3.4.18.  

Two agriculture-related resources in the park are identified as significant by informants or in 
archival sources. The Jesse Crump Farmstead, located on Crumps Knob in the south-central part 
of the park, features extensive stone walls constructed by slave labor during the Antebellum period. 
The farmstead was unique in that the major livestock species was sheep (No Author 2015). The 
Demunbrun Farmstead, located between Mammoth Cave and Stockholm on the north side of 
Green River in the park, is associated with a family that was prominent in the business, civic, and 
government realms of local communities. For decades they operated a successful general goods 
store, which was demolished after the park’s creation (Section 3.4.3). As the Edmonson County 
attorney, Truman H. Demunbrun litigated cases related to the park’s creation (Morrow 2002).  

East of the park on the WKU Green River Preserve, six historic farmsteads with 16 houses 
and house sites, outbuildings, springhouses, graveyards, agricultural terraces, stone walls, and road 
beds were evaluated as eligible for listing as part of a historic district (rural historic landscape) 
under Criterion D of the National Register. They are the Bush, Cann-Gardner-Mansfield, Coats-
Mansfield, Thomas Coats, Crump, and Moneypenny-McCoy-Gillock farmsteads (Applegate 2007, 
2009, 2014).  

Outside the park south of Brownsville, the Marvel Mills Logan Farmstead was home to the 
U.S. Senator who strongly advocated for the park’s creation and served as the first president of the 
Mammoth Cave National Park Association. He had other substantial impacts on local 
communities, such as his involvement in the rock asphalt industry (described under Mining below). 
Local informants identified the farmstead as a culturally significant resource (VanCleve and 
Cummings 1968). The location, time period, and current condition of the farmstead and its 
buildings are not known. 

Besides historical significance, farmsteads in the project area offer economic opportunities for 
local communities in terms of possible rental properties for tourists and the traveling public. In 
their assessment of the potential for outdoor recreation development in Edmonson County, 
researchers identified “vacation farms” as having high potential. “A favorable pattern for 
potential vacation farms is a long-stabilized ownership of family-type farms of medium size, 100-
259 acres, with general farming, livestock or dairy enterprises. These often have large and quite 
old farm homes” (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:43). Such farmsteads are common in the area 
surrounding Mammoth Cave National Park, and remnants of these properties exist within the park.  

Listed in 1979, Salts Cave (MACA-89, 15Ht4) is the park’s only archeological site in the 
National Register for prehistoric components. Native American occupations date to the Late 
Archaic through Middle Woodland subperiods (ca. 1,800-4,100 years ago). It is a multifunction 
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site associated with several land uses. The cave vestibule was the focus of domestic and mortuary 
activities, while exploration, mineral mining, artistic expression, and ceremony-ritual occurred 
throughout passages in all three levels of the cave. The cave is significant for yielding the 
desiccated remains of a Native American boy and numerous specimens of domesticated native 
plants, among the oldest in the eastern United States (Kennedy 1996, Watson 1997). The three 
most prevalent prehistoric functions were agriculture, mining, and residence. Historically, the cave 
also was used for tourism. These four land uses are described in sub-sections below. 

Regarding prehistoric agriculture, with its macrobotanical, paleofecal, and pollen evidence, 
Salts Cave has one of the most significant records in Kentucky of prehistoric horticulture, or the 
cultivation of domesticated plants in small garden plots. During the Early-Middle Woodland 
subperiods, about two-thirds of the diets of Salts Cave inhabitants consisted of indigenous cultivars 
of the so-called Eastern Agricultural Complex, especially goosefoot, maygrass, and sunflower but 
also sumpweed, squash, erect knotweed, giant ragweed, amaranth, and bottle gourd. There was a 
correlation between increased use of the weedy seed plants and the development of open oak-
hickory woodlands in the cave vicinity, and increased cultivation involving forest clearing 
contributed to changes in forest cover during the Early-Middle Woodland subperiods (Applegate 
2008; Rickard Olson, personal communication 2020; Watson et al. 1969).  

The John D. Otter Papers (1832-1886) at The Filson Historical Society includes a scrapbook 
of 19th century tobacco tags collected by John and Robert Otter.  

The upper floor of the Munfordville Welcome Center has an exhibit space that recently 
featured tobacco farming (Section 3.4.1) and white oak basket making (Section 3.4.2). Regarding 
the 2016 Hart County tobacco farmers exhibit, several of the tobacco farming images on display 
in the Pride of Counties Hall were included in an exhibit called “Hart County Tobacco Traditions,” 
which was created by the Kentucky Folklife Program for the Hart County/Horse Cave Tourism 
booth at the Kentucky State Fair. Regarding the 2016-2017 Hart County white oak basket makers 
exhibit, funding was provided by a grant written and submitted by Mary Margaret Villines, who 
designed the exhibit. Villines is a prominent Hart County resident and the sister of Dr. James W. 
Middleton, Jr., a respected physician and patron of the white oak basket making tradition.  

3.4.2  Arts and Crafts 

Definitions and Context 

Arts and crafts constitute a second land use type in the project area. Related cultural resources 
are visual and performative expressions, products, places, exhibits, workshops, raw material 
sources, instruments, language, and other cultural resources associated with the production of 
handmade functional, decorative, and expressive objects, images, and sounds. Examples include a 
rock art panel in Mammoth Cave, a poem about Dismal Rock below Nolin Dam, a basket making 
tour in Munfordville, a weekly bluegrass music jam session in Horse Cave, and the H. B. Thomas 
Opera House in Horse Cave.  

There is little consensus about the differences, if any, between arts and crafts. One perspective 
is that art is associated with specific aesthetic characters (e.g., beauty, formal utility, evocative-
ness) and mental activity, while craft is associated with practical or utilitarian functionality and 
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physical activity (Markowitz 1994). Another perspective holds that “art is the use of various tools 
and materials in order to express an idea, emotion, or set of ideas and emotions” while “craft is the 
use of various tools and materials with the sole purpose of creating a real, tangible product.” Art 
is “a boundless medium of expression” that is unique and unreproducible, while craft “has more 
rigid structures … with the intention of achieving a specific product” that is repeatable (Connor 
2014:1).  

Though there is no universally accepted typology and types often overlap, major disciplines of 
artistic expression are visual arts, textile arts, performing arts, literary arts, and conceptual arts. 
Visual arts are expressions created primarily for visual perception or to be appreciated by sight. 
These include fine arts such as drawing, painting, sculpture, graphics, printmaking, calligraphy, 
book illustration, and architecture. Visual arts also include contemporary arts or modern art forms 
including photography, videography, filmmaking, animation, assemblage, collage, installation, 
mixed media, performance art or happenings, computer graphics, graffiti art, body art, and land or 
environmental art like snow and sand sculpture. Another type of visual arts is decorative arts and 
crafts, which include ceramics, glass art, mosaic art, tapestry, and mobiles.  

Arts and crafts that utilize fibers derived from plants, animals, insects, and synthetic sources 
to create utilitarian or decorative objects are textile arts or fiber arts. This include weaving and 
tapestry, knitting, quilting, sewing, and embroidery methods. A textile is anything that is woven. 
Examples of utilitarian textiles are fabrics, clothing, foot gear, flags, tablecloths, napkins, blankets, 
furniture coverings, baskets, bags, mats, and nets. Examples of decorative textiles are wall 
hangings, rugs, and yarnbombs, the latter being items in the natural or cultural environment 
covered in knitting. In Kentucky, native peoples have used milkweed, dogbane, rattlesnake master, 
stinging nettle, and many other types of plants, as well as animal feathers and fur, to make textiles 
for thousands of years. Today, many textiles are made of cotton, wool, silk, and human-made fibers 
(Living Archaeology Weekend Steering Committee 2017, Pappas 2014, Peterson 1996, Przybylek 
2018).  

Performing arts are creative activities conducted before an audience, often live but also 
recorded, in which artists use their voices or bodies, and sometimes objects, to convey ideas, 
emotions, and other artistic expressions. As such, the artist is part of the work. Theatre, drama, 
acting, opera, dance, vocal music, instrumental music, and radio are types of performing arts 
(Kennedy 2010).  

Literary arts, sometimes referred to as creative writing or literature, are creative expressions 
conveyed in writing. Literary works utilize the careful use of language (e.g., phrasing, meter, 
rhyme, elegant syntax) and weak implications (i.e., deliberately open to interpretation). Authors 
intend literary works to be read aesthetically, and readers read literary works aesthetically. Literary 
works are divided into genres, such as novels, short stories, poems or prose, plays, memoirs, and 
biographies (Meyer 1997).  

Conceptual arts are expressions for which “the idea or concept is the most important aspect of 
the work. When an artist uses a conceptual form of art, it means that all of the planning and 
decisions are made beforehand and the execution is a perfunctory affair” (LeWitt 1967:79). In 
other words, the underlying concept “is more important than the finished art object. It emerged as 
an art movement in the 1960s and term usually refers to art made from the mid-1960s to the mid-
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1970s” (Tate Museum 2018:1). “Unlike a painter or sculptor who will think about how best they 
can express their idea using paint or sculptural materials and techniques, a conceptual artist uses 
whatever materials and whatever form is most appropriate to putting their ideas across – this could 
be anything from a performance to a written description” or everyday items (Tate Museum 
2018:2).  

Art-related resources also include rock art, of which there are three types. Petroglyphs are 
images carved, incised, engraved, or pecked into rock surfaces; pictographs are images rendered 
with pigments onto rock surfaces; and mud glyphs are images carved, incised, or engraved with 
sharp tools or fingers into sediment deposits covering rock surfaces. The latter two art forms are 
very fragile because most pictographs were rendered without fixatives, like animal fat, in the 
pigments and mud glyphs can degrade by wetting/expanding and drying/shrinking of the sediments 
in which they were rendered. Rock art is predominantly, though not exclusively, prehistoric in age 
(Coy et al. 1996, Crothers et al. 2002, Davis 1996).  

National Register Listed Arts-Crafts Resources 

There are ten documented rock art resources in the project area. Rock art sites located outside 
the park at Dismal Rock Shelter, Asphalt Rock, and two at Saltsman Branch were listed in the 
National Register in 1989 as contributing properties to the Prehistoric Rock Art Sites in Kentucky 
multiple property submission. Crumps Cave, with all three types of rock art, is listed as a 
contributing site to the Cave Spring Farm district listing in the Register. 

The ten significant rock art resources include mostly petroglyph but also pictographs and mud 
glyphs, and the art occurs in caves, rockshelters, and open-air rock outcrops. Geometric and 
zoomorphic motifs are most common. Though the rock art sites have not been directly dated, most 
of the sites are presumed to be prehistoric in age based on the motifs, condition, and association 
with dated prehistoric artifacts, especially those of the Late Archaic-Early Woodland subperiods. 
All sites are on the north side of Green River, with seven in Edmonson County and three in Hart 
County. The sites are clustered in three portions of the project area: in the four caves around 
Mammoth (Mammoth Cave, Salts Cave, Crumps Cave, Fisher Ridge Cave), at three sites in the 
lower Nolin River drainage (Dismal Rock, Asphalt Rock, Little Fairdale), and at three sites in the 
Bear Creek drainage (Saltsman Branch, Saltsman Branch Shelter, Gulf Hollow Rockshelter). 
Archeologists have interpreted the cave art sites in the project area as related to and evidence of 
ceremonial activity.  

In the lower Nolin River drainage, Dismal Rock Shelter Petroglyphs (15Ed15) near Kyrock 
has a panel of petroglyphs with two spirals and at least four bird tracks pecked into boulder in a 
sandstone cave/rockshelter behind/above Dismal Rock, a locally known rock outcrop above the 
river. South of Dismal Rock in a sandstone rockshelter overlooking Green River, the Asphalt 
Rock Pictograph (15Ed24) is one of few rock art sites in the state with anthropomorphic elements. 
Motifs in red ochre and black carbonaceous pigment are two stylized humanoids, a large circle 
with geometric shapes inside, an hourglass shape, and a bird-like figure (Coy et al. 1996).  

In the Bear Creek drainage, two sites are located in southern Grayson County, west of Nolin 
River and northwest Moutardier. Recorded as early as 1927, the Saltsman Branch Petroglyphs 
site (15Gy66) has open-air rock art on a sandstone outcrop in an unimproved roadbed on the L. M. 
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Harrison farm. A panel of zoomorphic motifs, 12 bird tracks and three deer tracks, and another 
isolated bird track were pecked and rubbed into the rock surface. The panel is being severely 
degraded by vehicle traffic. The Saltsman Branch Shelter Petroglyphs site (15Gy67) has two 
panels of petroglyphs in a small sandstone rockshelter. Under the dripline at the west end of the 
shelter, a breakdown boulder has seven pecked and rubbed bird tracks, oriented such that the toes 
point to the shelter entrance. The northwestern backwall and ledge have one bird track and seven 
linear abrading marks associated with forming and sharpening stone tools (Coy et al. 1996).  

There are seven listed arts and crafts resources in Hart County, all of which relate to theatre 
and film and were listed in 2001 under Criterion A as part of the Horse Cave Historic District. 
Construction dates fall within the early 20th century. Two are buildings constructed to serve as 
performing arts and movie theatres and five are commercial buildings repurposed later for use by 
a theatre group.  

Constructed in 1911 on East Main Street across from the city park (Section 3.4.16), the H. 
B. Thomas Opera House (Ht-85) relates to the performing arts, as well as business and 
commerce (Section 3.4.3). Dr. Thomas built the building to replace a previous theatre and 
mercantile (Figure 10) built by his father, Dr. George A. Thomas, that was destroyed by fire in 
1909. The H. B. Thomas Opera House is a two-story, flat-roofed, running bond, brick building. 
The lower front façade has large plate-glass windows and entry topped by 14 smaller plate-glass 
transom windows. The six-bay second floor has five double-hung wooden windows with smooth 
lime-stone lintels and sills, and in the second-from-left bay a three-sided projection with similar 
windows on each side. Below the roof are two parallel bands of rectilinear brickwork created by 
darker bricks; each unit of the band is one vertically placed stretcher tall and 3.5 horizontally 
placed stretchers wide. A stone block frieze incised with “H.B.T. / 1911” is above the fourth-
from-left window (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Figure 10. Opera Houses and Theatres in Horse Cave (City of Horse Cave n.d.). (Left) Original Opera House and Mercantile 
Constructed by Dr. G. A. Thomas. (Center) Vaudeville Stage with Stage Curtain of the H. B. Thomas Opera House. (Right) 1977 
Addition to the H. B. Thomas Opera House.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vaudeville theater occupied the right portion of the second floor of the H. B. Thomas Opera 
House, with the dentist’s office in the left portion (Section 3.4.9). The recessed theatre stage with 
an arched opening historically featured a closing curtain with the names of local businesses (Figure 
10). Cave river-generated electricity powered lights in the theatre. Performances by touring theatre 
companies and musicians entertained tourists and local residents (Kennedy and Macintire 2004; 
Logsdon 2001, 2004). The opera house also showed moving pictures, according to an early 20th 
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century trade publication: “The Thomas Opera House of Horse Cave, Ky., has been re-opened and 
is now showing the Paramount features on Friday and Saturday nights, two shows being given 
each of these evenings” (1916:1164).  

The Horse Cave Theatre (later Kentucky Repertory Theatre at Horse Cave, Section 3.3.2) 
obtained the building in the 1970s and made several interior and exterior alterations, though the 
character of the original building remains. The opera house stage is well preserved despite the 
building modifications. An addition resembling a tobacco barn was constructed at the rear in 1977 
(Figure 10) and the first-floor storefronts were covered with rough lumber then fiberglass 
(Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Situated on Water Street on the site of the former Freeman and Webb Livery Stable, Smith 
Apartments (Ht-606) was constructed in 1923 to serve as the Strand Theatre and Bearwallow 
Masonic Lodge (Logsdon 2001, 2004). The three-story, three-bay building has a combination of 
brick bonds on the upper two floors of the front façade. The main pattern is running bond, and 
there are rectangles below the six main window openings formed by horizontal lines of vertically 
oriented stack-bond stretchers and vertical lines of horizontally oriented stack-bond stretchers. 
These windows have smooth limestone sills, and this entire area of fenestrations is surrounded by 
a similar rectangular pattern of bricks. Below the eave are two small window openings in the left 
and right bays, each surrounded by rectangles of brick headers. Between them in the central bay 
is a rectangle of brick headers. The top rowlock of bricks is a course of vertically oriented headers. 
The first floor features a door in the right bay and plate-glass store windows in the other two bays.  

The first and second floors of the building housed the Strand Theatre, with the balcony and 
projection room located along the front on the second floor (Logsdon 2004). In 1931, the Strand 
Theatre reopened from an unspecified type of closing with an evening of screenings free to Horse 
Cave residents. That same year, the Strand featured The Yankee Don, a western film starring 
Richard Talmadge (Matera 2016a, 2016b). Westerns apparently were common fare at the theatre 
in the 1940s and 1950s, but superhero serials, musicals, swimming spectaculars, and Disney 
picture shows also were featured. In 1951 admission was 11 cents and popcorn cost 10 cents 
(Chaney 2008, Jowelbe n.d.). The 425-seat Strand Theatre closed in the 1950s or 1961, at a time 
when it was owned by Andy Anderson, because it was unable to compete with alternate 
entertainment options like television and the Twin City Drive-In on North Dixie Street (US 31W), 
considered by many as the grandest drive-in theatre in Kentucky but now gone (Logsdon 2004, 
No Author 2011). 

Five buildings included in the Horse Cave Historic District were repurposed for use by a theatre 
group. The L. S. Cherry Building (Ht-82) is a three-story brick building on Water Street/North 
Dixie Street constructed in 1947 as an addition to the W. F. Toops Building (Section 3.4.3). It was 
renovated later by Horse Cave Theatre (later Kentucky Repertory Theatre at Horse Cave) for use as 
a scene shop, having previously served commercial uses (Section 3.4.3). Located on East Main 
Street is the First National Bank Building (Ht-92). A multifunctional building (Sections 3.4.3, 
3.4.5, 3.4.9, 3.4.14, 3.4.18) constructed in 1910, the second floor of the First National Bank 
Building housed offices of the Horse Cave Theatre in the 1970s-1980s. The 1911 Poynter 
Building (Ht-84) on East Main Street adjacent to the H. B. Thomas Opera House is a two-story 
brick building that originally was a commercial building (Section 3.4.3). It was renovated in the 
1980s for use by Horse Cave Theatre as backstage area, rehearsal space, and administrative offices. 
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Two sets of doors and a new window were added at the rear of the building, while the front façade 
is little changed (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Located across Maple Avenue from the Poynter Building, the 1905 Telephone Exchange 
Building (Ht-846) was a single-family dwelling (Section 3.4.18) that later served arts- and 
commerce-related functions (Section 3.4.3). Company members of the Kentucky Repertory 
Theatre at Horse Cave (previously Horse Cave Theatre) formerly were housed in the building. The 
Farmers Deposit Bank (a.k.a., Horse Cave State Bank Building, Ht-91), built on East Main Street 
in the 1920s and also used for commerce (Section 3.3.2) and residences (Section 3.4.18), was 
purchased and renovated by the Kentucky Repertory Theatre at Horse Cave for use as office space 
in the 2000s (Logsdon 2001, 2004). After the theatre group closed, in 2013 Citizens First Bank 
purchased the Telephone Exchange Building, the Farmers Deposit Bank/Horse Cave State Bank 
Building, and the theatre auditorium [presumably the H. B. Thomas Opera House] for $197,000. 
As of 2015, the buildings still were vacant (Kinslow 2015a). 

Located about 10 km southwest of Mammoth Cave in Warren County, Crumps Cave (15Wa6), 
a.k.a. Cave Spring Cave and Smiths Grove Cave, is one of only 11 mud glyph sites in the Southeast. 
The site has a variety of anthropomorphic, zoomorphic, geometric, and weaponry motifs incised into 
sediments coating a 90 m stretch of cave passage about one km from the entrance. Glyphs on the 
east wall of the passageway are horned snake, ax blade, stacked chevrons, two humans, bird, shield, 
barred oval, nested circles, and hand in a circle. The west wall has a turtle, individual and grouped 
humans, swastika, serpents, weeping eye and snake, and cross. Calibrated radiocarbon dates of 165 
BC-AD 134 and AD 5-12, 16-383 from the cave interior suggest the glyphs date to the Middle 
Woodland subperiod, though some researchers interpret some of the motifs as Late Prehistoric 
(Applegate 2008, Crothers et al. 2002, Davis 1996).  

Other Significant Arts-Crafts Resources 

Five significant but non-listed rock art sites are Mammoth Cave and Salts Cave in the park and 
Fisher Ridge Cave, Little Fairdale, and Gulf Hollow Rockshelter outside the park. 

Two resources related to artistic expression are found 
in the Devil’s Looking Glass area in Upper Mammoth 
Cave (15Ed1). Archeologists discovered a possible 
partial flute (or flageolet) made from river cane in 1978 
(Figure 11). The possible instrument measures about 40 
cm (16 in) in length and has four holes measuring 0.7 cm 
(0.3 in) in diameter. It exhibits signs of burning, indicating it may have been reused as torch material. 
An experimental replica suggests the possible flute would have produced a five-note scale of D5, 
C#

5, B4, Bb
4, and A4 notes. The likely Early Woodland item, based on radiocarbon dates (cal. 756-

260 BC and 387-203 BC) of human occupations in Upper Mammoth, is significant because, if 
confirmed, it is only the second documented cane flute from archeological contexts in the Eastern 
Woodlands, the other deriving from a rockshelter in the Ozarks, and it is the oldest of the two 
(Applegate 2008, Carstens and DiBlasi 2004, Goss 2017).  

Figure 11. Photograph of the Possible Cane Flute 
from Mammoth Cave (Goss 2017). 

Near the location where the possible flute was discovered is a limestone breakdown boulder with 
pictograph rock art. Rendered in charred cane torch charcoal, an anthropomorphic figure has out- 
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stretched arms and legs, and geometric designs include a recti-
linear configuration, a spiral, a degraded cross-hatch, a chevron 
line, and parallel curvilinear lines (Figure 12). Like the flute, 
the pictographs likely date to the Early Woodland period 
(Crothers et al. 2002, DiBlasi 1996, National Park Service 
2017). Like Asphalt Rock, the Mammoth Cave rock art is 
significant due to the rarity of pictographs and anthropomorphic 
motifs in Kentucky. Figure 12. Photo of the Mammoth Cave 

Pictographs (National Park Service 2017). 

Located west of Windyville, the Gulf Hollow Rockshelter site (15Ed305) is a sandstone 
shelter with lithic and pottery artifacts dating at least to the Late Woodland-Late Prehistoric 
periods There are three panels of pictographs on the steeply sloping backwall, none of which is 
described on the state site form (Morrison 1971). Eskridge (2012) interpreted one set rendered in 
red ochre as symbolizing a peace accord. He later learned from an informant that a local resident 
with Cherokee ancestry proposed a similar interpretation after visiting the site several decades 
earlier. The Gulf Hollow Rockshelter rock art is significant because of the rarity of pictographs 
and the possible historic connection with Cherokee peoples in the project area.  

East of Dismal Rock and north of Cove Hollow Church, the undated prehistoric Little Fairdale 
Petroglyph site is a sandstone boulder in an open field with two engraved bird tracks that appear 
to point in the direction of rockshelters with bedrock mortars in the cliffline over-looking Nolin 
River (Coy et al. 1996). Little Fairdale is significant because there are few known open-air rock 
art sites in the project area and broader region. 

There are two important prehistoric rock art sites in Hart County. Rock art was documented in 
Upper Salts Cave (15Ht4) at several locations about 0.5-0.8 km from the entrance where ancient 
human traffic was heaviest. Most ubiquitous are cross-hatch petroglyphs on the side of a ledge, at 
the edge of a rock slab, and at passageway intersections. Another geometric petroglyph motif is 
linear marks. Zoomorphic motifs in charred cane torch charcoal on a breakdown boulder are a 
turtle, a snake/serpent, and an unidentified species. Calibrated radiocarbon dates in Upper Salts 
Cave range from 1632-930 BC to 805 BC-AD 200 and cluster in the Early Woodland period 
(Applegate 2008, Crothers et al. 2002, DiBlasi 1996), and the rock art may be comparable in age. 
The presence of rare pictographs makes the Salts Cave rock art significant.  

East of the park near Northtown in Hart County, Fisher Ridge Cave (no state site number) 
contains at least one cross-hatch motif in an unspecified context. It likely is associated with 
prehistoric footprints, cane torch fragments, and other archeological materials dated to the Late 
Archaic-Early Woodland subperiods, cal. 1657-1223 BC and 1187-783 BC (Applegate 2008, 
Crothers et al. 2002; DiBlasi 1996). This art resource is significant because of the association with 
ancient footprints, which are documented at very few sites in the state.  

A Historic period resource is the upper floor of the Munfordville Welcome Center, which 
has an exhibit space that recently featured tobacco farming (Section 3.4.1) and white oak basket 
making (Section 3.4.2). Regarding the 2016 Hart County tobacco farmers exhibit, several of the 
tobacco farming images on display in the Pride of Counties Hall were included in an exhibit called 
“Hart County Tobacco Traditions,” which was created by the Kentucky Folklife Program for the 
Hart County/Horse Cave Tourism booth at the Kentucky State Fair. Regarding the 2016-2017 Hart 
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County white oak basket makers exhibit, funding was provided by a grant written and submitted 
by Mary Margaret Villines, who designed the exhibit. As noted previously, Villines is a prominent 
Hart County resident and the sister of Dr. James Middleton, a respected physician in the county 
and patron of the white oak basket weaving tradition. 

3.4.3  Business and Commerce 

Definitions and Context 

A land use type with deep historical roots in the project area is business and commerce, often 
referred to as trade and exchange in relation to prehistoric communities. Business and commerce 
involve monetary and non-monetary transactions for goods and services. During the Historic 
period, with some exceptions, business and commerce initially were centered in towns and cities, 
where “most businesses were housed in two- to three-story ‘Main Street’ buildings” (Kentucky 
Heritage Council 2016:1). With improvements in overland transportation during the early 20th 
century (Section 3.4.20), commercial activities spread to roadsides across the Commonwealth, 
where regionally variable forms of roadside architecture developed (Kentucky Heritage Council 
2016). “The new commercial buildings of roadside architecture were extremely experimental and 
went through several phases of evolution in plan, style, and placement on their respective lots,” 
their local character contributing “to a sense of place throughout Kentucky” (Kentucky Heritage 
Council 2016:1-2).  

Tangible business-related cultural resources include buildings, structures, and sites associated 
with inns and hotels such as the Renfro (Metz) Hotel in Park City, taverns and ordinaries such as 
Bell’s Tavern in Park City, food-service establishments like the Pig Diner in Pig, general 
merchandise and other stores like Demunbrun Store near Maple Springs, banks such as Farmers 
Bank in Smiths Grove, warehouses like Midway Storage in Horse Cave, and transportation-related 
resources like the Greyhound Bus Station in Cave City and gas stations. Other tangible resources 
are the commodities and goods themselves, containers used to hold them, and vehicles used to 
transport them. Commerce-related terminology, business narratives, and work-place traditions are 
examples of intangible cultural resources.  

Inns or hostelries, hotels, and motels are common business-related cultural resources in the 
project area. These are commercial establishments that, minimally, provide short-term lodging 
for travelers. Some also provide travelers with entertainment, meals, beverages, and other 
services and amenities. These businesses may be operated by individual proprietors or corporate 
owners. Inns or hostelries are characterized by a limited number of letting rooms, usually without 
attached bathroom facilities. Bed and breakfast inns (a.k.a., B&Bs, homestays), often operated 
in private family homes, offer to travelers lodging with private bathrooms and a morning meal. 
Boarding houses are similar to B&Bs except that lodgers may not be travelers, they often stay 
for extended periods of time, and they get more meals. Compared to inns and boarding houses, 
hotels and motels have more rooms, at least some or all of which have private bathrooms (Das 
2018a, Mrozowski et al. 1996).  

The lodging industry in Kentucky changed over time in relation to the evolution of transport-
ation. When people traveled by horse, buggy, carriage, wagon, and stagecoach during much of the 
Antebellum period, inns and hostelries were common along roadways between major destinations, 
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and hotels were established at major destinations. Early inns had stables and hotels were associated 
with liveries for accommodating the guests’ horses. With the development and expansion of railroad 
systems in the mid to late 1800s, there was less need for overnight lodging, resulting in a decline in 
the number of inns, though hotels in urban centers persisted, sometimes operated by railroad 
companies. The demand for spatially distributed accommodations increased again with the advent 
of automobile transportation and the federal highway system in the early 1900s, resulting in the 
development of motels. Motels, a derivative of “motorist’s hotel,” are hotels that cater to patrons 
traveling by motor vehicles. Compared to hotels, early motels were distinctive in their locations near 
major road networks, parking areas, and room doors facing parking lots, as well as their emphasis 
on convenience, informality, and privacy for patrons. In addition, motels often offered fewer 
amenities than hotels (Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Department of Research 1990, Johnson 
1997, Kentucky Heritage Council 2016, Sandoval-Strausz 2008). In form, the laterally sprawling 
footprint of motels are “an example of building as sign. … Motel owners … sought to maximize 
their road frontage by emphasizing the physical layout of the building. … [Coupled with flashy 
signs,] these visual cues were important to motel owners for luring prospective guests, because 
motorists typically made the decision to stay spontaneously. Making advance reservations had not 
yet become the norm” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:52-53). 

Hotels can be divided into several types based on market. Commercial or business hotels are 
intended to serve visitors staying in downtowns or business districts in urban locations while 
conducting trade, commerce, or business. These hotels often have special spaces and resources 
for meetings and conducting business. Resort hotels cater to travelers on vacation, holiday, or 
touring. As such, they are located near tourist destinations, in environments that promote health, 
or in special landscapes. Resort hotels often provide a wide range of recreational, entertainment, 
and shopping opportunities. Residential or apartment hotels provide living quarters for extended 
periods of time, with residents paying monthly, semiannually, or annually, sometimes under 
lease agreements. They do not provide meals to occupants but offer other services such as 
laundry facilities. Other hotel types are airport, suite, extended stay, timeshare, condominium, 
casino, conference center, convention center, international, and floating (Chavan 2010; Das 
2018a, 2018b).  

Jakle (1980) proposed a typology of motels that includes six types, each with distinct but 
largely non-standardized architecture. Popular in the 1920s, especially to travelers with limited 
financial means, auto/tourist camps provided minimal lodging facilities in the form of tent sites in 
open fields along roadways, near town boundaries, or at municipal campgrounds. Some were 
operated by municipalities, while many were operated by individuals who ran other roadside 
businesses like restaurants. Travelers typically supplied their own camping equipment (Jakle 1980, 
Kentucky Heritage Council 2016).  

Tourist homes are a type of motel that involved private residents “taking in” motorists for short 
stays in their homes, sometimes also providing meals. The only way in which the residence was 
altered was the addition of an advertising sign. Tourist homes catered to middle- and upper-class 
travelers and were popular in the 1920s-1930s (Jakle 1980).  

In the 1930s-1940s, cabin camps and cottage courts developed to fulfill motorists’ desire for 
improved accommodations. This type of motel is a collection of small, one-story, cabin- or cottage-
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like buildings arranged in geometric configurations like crescent-, U-, or L-shaped. Cabins typically 
are solitary, while cottages can be attached or detached and may have carports or garages. Cabin and 
cottage interiors featured home-like furnishings. The exteriors of most accommodations resembled 
miniature houses, while some businesses used unique, novelty cabin and cottage designs generally 
called “ducks,” such as wigwams or windmills, to attract travelers and distinguish themselves from 
competitors. Cabin camps and cottage courts typically were “mom-and-pop” operations (Jakle 1980, 
Kentucky Heritage Council 2016).  

During the same time period, motor courts developed into a very popular form of motel. Motor 
courts have large, one-story, row-, L-, or U-shaped buildings divided into separate rooms with 
attached garages. Like the cabin camp and cottage court, the administrative office of the motor court 
is detached from the bank of rooms (Jakle 1980). 

Motor inns became numerous in the 1950s-1960s and are the earliest type of modern-looking 
motels. They characteristically are single, multi-story, center-core buildings in row, row-on-row, and 
L shapes with attached administrative offices and other public space at one end. Room doors face 
outward in motor inns. Many initially were individually owned and operated but later became part 
of franchised chains (Jakle 1980).  

The sixth motel type is highway hotels. They are single, multi-story, row buildings with interior 
room doors and centrally located public space on the first floor. Highway hotels are located along 
major roadways like interstate highways and typically are franchised chains (Jakle 1980).  

Taverns or public houses are commercial establishments that, minimally, sell beer, liquor, wine, 
and other beverages to patrons and travelers for consumption on the premises. Ordinaries are taverns 
that also serve patrons and travelers complete meals for a fixed price. Some taverns and ordinaries 
may provide patrons with lodging, space to hold meetings, and/or entertainment like billiards and 
music. As such, there can be overlap of taverns and ordinaries with inns, and often the terms are 
inaccurately interchanged. The accommodations in taverns and ordinaries offering lodging often 
involved one or several rooms with several or many beds, as opposed to individual rooms. Tavern 
and ordinary buildings vary greatly but typically had multiple rooms for different functions (e.g., 
drinking, entertainment, sleeping, preparing food, doing laundry, cellars for storing beverages). 
Taverns and ordinaries are terms used most often in reference to such businesses during the 19th 
century, and in the 20th century the terms taproom, bar, pub, lounge, and roadhouse are common 
(Colonial Williamsburg Foundation Department of Research 1990, Earle 1900). 

State and/or local governments require licenses for taverns and ordinaries to operate and 
initially set rates for beverages, meals, lodging, and other services. For example, tavern rates 
established by the Hart County Court in 1821 were as follows: breakfast, dinner, or supper meal, 
$0.25; lodging per night, $0.125; half-pint of whiskey or brandy, $0.125; half-pint of rum, wine, 
or French brandy, $0.125; quart of cider, $0.125; horse feed, $0.125; stabling per night, $0.375; 
and pasturage per night, $0.0625 (Randolph 1925). Rates for other services were as follows: quart 
of cider oil, $0.25; quart of beer, $0.125; gallon of corn or oats, $0.125; and cattle pasture per 
night, $0.002 (National Park Service 2015b).  
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Though lodging establishments and taverns may feed travelers as part of their amenities, food-
service establishments are stand-alone businesses that focus exclusively on providing prepared 
meals to a wide range of customers including travelers. They differ from ordinaries in that alcohol 
typically was not sold. There were relatively few food-service establishments in the 19th century, 
especially those catering to non-wealthy customers outside major metropolitan areas, because 
ordinaries, inns, and other businesses fulfilled the role of providing meals to travelers, because 
most local residents ate at home or (if wealthy) dispensed servants to retrieve meals for 
consumption at home, and because establishments serving alcohol were seen as inappropriate for 
women and children to patronize, unless they had special spaces away from barrooms (Jakle and 
Sculle 1999, Johnson 1997, Whitaker 2008).  

Food-service businesses increased in number after the Civil War but proliferated after World 
War I, due in part to the increase in mobility associated with automobiles and the federal highway 
system, as well as Prohibition and technologies like refrigeration and dishwashers that facilitated 
food storage and preparation. Besides developing marketing strategies and seeking approval from 
food critics, the increased demand for commercially prepared meals impacted the form and style 
of food-service buildings. For example, some owners used unique and novelty architectural styles 
to distinguish their buildings from competitors (Jakle and Sculle 1999, Johnson 1997, Parsa and 
Kahn 1991, Whitaker 2008). 

Researchers have proposed typologies for food-service establishments that includes many 
types: coffee shops, oyster houses, food or lunch wagons, food carts, cafeterias, soda fountains or 
luncheonettes, lunchrooms, main-street and highway cafés, tea rooms, family restaurants, food 
stands, fast-food restaurants, diners, theme restaurants, fine-dining restaurants, and supper clubs, 
reflecting a wide range of options for customers to purchase prepared meals. Some food-service 
establishments follow a sit-down format, others focus on carry-out, and some serve customers who 
are standing or in their automobiles (Jakle and Sculle 1999, Liebs 1995).  

“It was the coffee house, which served as a center for socializing and conduct of business, and 
the oyster house, which specialized in oysters preserved and shipped in salt brine, that provided 
templates for a new kind of freestanding eating place not specifically tied to overnight 
accommodations” (Jakle and Sculle 1999:21). Coffee houses were popular owing to the ready 
availability and cheap price of coffee, and the rejection of English traditions such as tea drinking. 
Similarly, oysters were abundant and inexpensive, easily shipped over long distances, and welcome 
diversions from bland diets. A coffee house typically was a small, plain room with a food and 
beverage preparation area on one side and tables and chairs elsewhere. An adjoining kitchen had 
stoves, ovens, sinks, storage cabinets, and counters for food preparation (Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

An early precursor to today’s food trucks, lunch wagons/food wagons/food carts developed in 
the late 1800s as mobile eateries where customers, especially workers on dinner or supper breaks, 
purchased a limited range of food items. Most sold food through a side window, though larger 
wagons could accommodate customers inside at a small counter with stools. The first food wagons 
were custom designed by individual proprietors, but the production of standardized wagons 
developed over time (Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

Cafeterias are somewhat impersonal, self-service eateries that developed in the late 1800s, 
modeled after factory assembly lines. Most early cafeterias were independently owned and 
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operated, and they were located in a variety of contexts, including downtowns and along roadways. 
Customers pushed trays along the cafeteria line along one wall of the dining room, selecting 
individual food items to build individualized, heavy-fare meals. The rest of the dining room was 
an open area filled with tables and chairs for consuming meals on-site. There was a wide range of 
ornamentation among establishments. Cafeterias went out of favor in the 20th century in most parts 
of the U.S. but persisted for many years after World War II in the South, where favorite items 
included fried chicken, fried catfish, turkey with cornbread dressing, mashed potatoes, various 
vegetables, biscuits and gravy, and congealed salads. Some cafeteria chains persist today (Jakle 
and Sculle 1999).  

Though soda drinks originated in the Antebellum period, food-service enterprises centered 
around them didn’t develop until the late 1800s. Soda fountains, also known as luncheonettes or 
lunch counters, typically were not stand-alone facilities but were embedded in other businesses 
like drug stores, department stores, and railroad stations. Besides beverages, soda fountains offered 
light fare such as sandwiches, soups, and especially ice cream and other sweets, targeting 
customers seeking a quick mid-day meal or dessert (Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

The architecture of soda fountains was grounded by two elements that harkened those of 
saloons, in fact some were converted saloons: “a large high-back section heavily ornamented with 
a large mirror or painting, and a companion low front section configured as a counter at which 
customers could sit on stools” (Jakle and Sculle 1999:25,27). The counter and stools, essential 
elements of the soda fountain or lunch counter, often were arranged in a U-shape to maximize 
employee efficiency. There were about 75,000 soda fountains by 1908. Soda fountains became 
especially popular during Prohibition, but declined dramatically in patronage after the 1950s. They 
all but disappeared by the 1970s (Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

“The soda fountain … drove establishment of ‘lunchrooms,’ eating places less oriented to 
the dessert crowd and more oriented to seekers of cheap and quick meals morning, noon, and 
night” (Jakle and Sculle 1999:27). Early lunchrooms predating World War I were typically 
individually owned “mom and pop” businesses that also offered candy and bakery items, but by 
about 1920 most large cities had lunchroom chains. In terms of architecture, most lunchrooms 
were long and narrow with a counter and stools along one side and tables and chairs on the other 
(Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

Main-street cafés, located in small towns and city business districts, were another outgrowth 
of the soda fountain prototype. These eateries are organized around the lunch counter and provide 
quick breakfast and lunch service, but main-street cafés offer more table service, fewer sweets, 
and leisurely dining for light and heavy evening meals (Jakle and Sculle 1999). “Main-street cafés 
were important places for socializing, counter and stool and table and booth offering seating 
arrangements conducive to categories of social interaction” (Jakle and Sculle 1999:32). Once 
ubiquitous in the 20th century, there are few main-street cafés left today. In the South, the remaining 
main-street cafés are distinguished by a surname and/or the word “café” in the name, calendars 
and local event advertisements in the front windows and on the walls, containers of condiments on 
the eating surfaces, and a distinctive architecture (Jakle and Sculle 1999).  

Because main-street cafés occupy the lower floors of standardized retail space in commercial 
areas of towns and cities, they are rectangular spaces with storefronts facing the sidewalk and 
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street. The internal arrangement of space is highly formulaic, with a line of booths along one wall, a 
service area fronted by a counter with stools along the other wall, a line of small tables between, 
and restrooms, office space, and food preparation and storage areas at the rear. Main-street cafés 
modernized, especially after World War II, by upgrading the exterior signage, re-placing front 
façades with large plate-glass windows, and adding internal lighting and reflective fixtures (Jakle 
and Sculle 1999).  

Twentieth-century highway cafés, sometimes called truck stops or roadside restaurants, offered 
quick, simple, convenient, and accessible food service options for motorists. Menu selections 
typically featured processed and frozen foods, meals that can be eaten any time of the day, and 
strong coffee. Highway cafés targeted the traveling public and truck drivers along state and federal 
highway systems. They often were associated with gas stations and/or motels to fulfill motorists’ 
three major needs of food, fuel, and lodging. Many were family owned and operated, though chains 
and franchises developed with the expansion of long-haul trucking in the 1930s-1940s (Jakle and 
Sculle 1999, Kentucky Heritage Council 2016, Whitaker 2014b).  

There is much variation in the sizes, styles, and forms of highway café buildings. “Attracting 
the auto traveler’s attention through the restaurant’s architecture became a significant way of 
communicating their presence in a sea of roadside dining establishments” (Kentucky Heritage 
Council 2016:5). Some are one-story, stand-alone, frame buildings with gable or hip roofs and 
large plate-glass windows along the front façade. Those resembling houses or barns are two-story, 
stand-alone buildings with smaller windows, while others that are components of larger plaza 
complexes have industrial-looking architecture. Common traits, though, are the parking lot fronting 
the building, the rooftop and flagpole signage, and the internal spatial organization – with service 
area, counter and stools, tables, and booths – that mimicked that of main-street cafés. Highway 
cafés, truck stops, and roadside restaurants continue today to be a substantial element of the food 
service industry, surpassed only by fast-food restaurants in customers served (Jakle and Sculle 
1999, Whitaker 2014b). 

Another largely 20th century type of eatery was tea rooms, which are noteworthy because 
women typically were the proprietors, making tea rooms one of the earliest forms of entrepre-
neurship for American women. Also known as tea houses, their heyday spanned the 1890s to 
1950s, with a peak during the 1920s, when there was a trade magazine for the industry called Tea 
Room and Gift Shop. Catering to female customers and well-to-do recreational motorists, tea 
rooms offered the former an alternative to alcohol-serving establishments and a destination or 
place to go for the latter. Besides tea, tea rooms featured genteel, feminine trappings and fares, 
such as charming names and signboards, cloth table coverings, delicate china and furniture, 
antiques, small portions of light foods, fancy desserts, fresh ingredients, card games, and fortune 
telling. Food and beverages at tea rooms were considerably more expensive than at other con-
temporary eateries, sometimes to keep out the “riff raff,” but customers were made to feel like 
personal guests with quick, courteous service and ambiance (Alexander 2009; Jakle and Sculle 
1999; Whitaker 2002, 2017). 

Tea rooms operated in both rural and urban settings and in different commercial contexts. Most 
early tea rooms were in city hotels, followed by the proliferation of stand-alone roadside tea rooms 
across the countryside, typically operated in conjunction with sideline businesses like gift shops, 
gas stations, and overnight lodging. The last survivor of the tea room craze was the department 
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store tea room in town and city business districts. The current project area would be most likely to 
have roadside tea rooms, which emphasized homelike architecture, quaintness, and distinctive curb 
appeal. Emphasizing old-fashioned nostalgia, roadside tea rooms were operated in farmhouses, 
renovated taverns, repurposed grist mills, and other rural buildings (Jakle and Sculle 1999, 
Whitaker 2002).  

Family restaurants became common in the 1920s and boomed afterward, especially with 
increases in disposable income after World War II. The earliest family restaurants typically are 
simple frame buildings located along roadways and in urban settings. Over time, the designs and 
styles of buildings diversified, though a common theme is architectural elements evoking home and 
an inviting, comforting atmosphere. Some offered children’s menus, daily or weekly specials, or 
entertainment to attract families. The development of franchised and chain family restaurants such 
as Howard Johnson’s began in the 1930s and expanded in the 1950s (Liebs 1995, Whitaker 2008).  

Food stands, which include drive-in restaurants, are most common along roadways but also 
are found at fairs, carnivals, public parks, and beaches. They offer customers quick, simple options 
for meals or specific foods like ice cream, barbeque, hot dogs, and hamburgers. At food stands, 
customers park their vehicles or arrive on foot, then order food at the stand, consuming it outdoors 
or in the building, such as on stools along a bar. There are limited wait service personnel at food 
stands. In contrast, customers remain in their vehicles and are served by employees at drive-in 
restaurants. Some food stands and drive-in restaurants operated seasonally while others served 
customers year-round. The earliest food stands were ubiquitous, with tens of thousands in the U.S. 
by the mid-1920s, and were located immediately adjacent to road shoulders and sidewalks. In 
general, they had reputations for poor food quality, flimsy buildings, and gaudy signage. Over 
time, more substantial buildings were erected on deeper set-backs with parking lots or driveways 
(Jakle and Sculle 1999, Lieb 1995). 

Food stands in the early 1900s were simple existing shacks and sheds that were renovated to 
serve food, or small booths and stalls constructed for that purpose. The typical plain, one-story, 
frame building had a service window, a counter below, and a shutter to cover the window after 
hours. Over time, food stand architecture evolved into larger buildings with more elaborate 
advertising, some with car shelters and/or novel elements and shapes (e.g., milk cartons, giant 
oranges, windmills) to add distinction. Like family restaurants, franchised and chain food stands 
and drive-in restaurants developed later, especially in the 1940s-1950s (Jakle and Sculle 1999, 
Lieb 1995). 

Fast-food restaurants, also known as quick-service restaurants, may be considered a combi-
nation of food stands and drive-in restaurants. They offer quick, simple food items and limited-
to-no table service, and they are centered around automobiles and convenience. Fast-food restau-
rants are further characterized by “place-product-packaging”: standardized recipes and menus, 
limited menus focused on meats and hand-held food items, special take-out wrappers and con-
tainers, kitchens arranged as assembly lines, uniformed staff, distinctive branding and marketing, 
high-volume sales, and low prices. Some early establishments offered curbside service, while 
others focused on self-service. White Castle is considered by most researchers as the first fast-
food restaurant, opening in Kansas in 1916 and expanding to over 100 locations within two 
decades. It was followed by Snappy Service and A&W Root Beer in the 1920s and a prolifer-
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ation of others, especially after World War II. Most fast-food restaurants are chains and 
franchises (Jakle and Sculle 1999, Parsa and Kahn 1991). 

Buildings housing fast-food restaurants are standardized to be readily recognized by customers 
and easily replicated in multiple locations. They feature distinctive but inexpensive architecture, 
carefully selected to convey particular information about the business. For example, White Castle 
intended its white-painted cement blocks to convey purity and its castle motif to indicate strength, 
stability, and permanence (Jakle and Sculle 1999). Common architectural elements in early 
establishments are bright colors and “swooping roofs, extensive plate glass, neon, and the use of 
shiny industrial building materials,” a style called Googie (Whitaker 2014a:1). Few of these 
buildings remain. Over time, zoning boards spurred the development of more restrained 
architecture using low-slung forms and more traditional construction materials like brick and dark 
roofing, a trend Philip Langdon labeled “the browning of America” (Whitaker 2014a). Drive-
through windows developed in the 1960s (Parsa and Kahn 1991).  

Diners offered a wider range of food choices than did food stands. Deriving from lunch wagons 
and railroad dining cars, diners became one of the most popular (though not the most numerous) 
types of food-service enterprises prior to the development of fast-food restaurants. By the 1950s 
there were about 5,000 diners in operation in the U.S. Diners commonly were located near factories 
and other worksites, in downtown areas, at transportation hubs, and along highways. They are 
described as “highly personalized” because of the close physical proximity of employees and 
customers. One writer described the sights, sounds, smells, and harried movements of the 
employees, as well as the diverse range of customers in a diner, as “commonplace theatre” (Jakle 
and Sculle 1999, Lieb 1995). 

Diner architecture is quite distinctive, with prefabricated, one-room, rectangular buildings 
internally divided into three streamlined spaces, typically tables or booths along the front wall, a 
counter with stools in the middle, and a food preparation and service area behind the counter along 
the rear wall. Diners also have food storage areas, office space, and bathroom facilities at one or 
both ends. Typical sizes range from 48 to 80 feet in length. The front façade features large 
windows. Art Deco stylistic elements are common (Jakle and Sculle 1999, Lieb 1995). 

A theme restaurant is a food-service establishment with a distinct theme reflected in its name, 

menu, architecture, décor and furnishings, lighting, music, uniforms, and/or marketing. Some 

theme restaurants have entertainment or hold special events related to the theme. The theme is the 

overriding organizational element of the business, often being more important than the food. 

Common themes are environmental (e.g., sea/ocean, rainforest), temporal or chronological (e.g., 

medieval, 1950s), ethnic or regional (e.g., Chinese, Italian, TexMex), individuals or characters 

(e.g., Walt Disney, Loretta Lynn, vampire), and genres of entertainment or art (e.g., sports, rock-

and-roll music, Hollywood, dinner theatre). Theme restaurants often are spatially associated with 

tourist destinations, and they may be individually owned and operated, chains, or franchises. 

Theme restaurants in the United States have their origins in 1930s tiki bars and have become one 

of the largest food-service markets today (Simpson 2003).  

Fine-dining restaurants cater to a wealthier clientele or individuals seeking a high-end eating 

experience for a special occasion. They feature multiple-course meals, high-quality and elegantly 

presented food, high prices, fancy tablecloths and table settings, a leisurely pace to the meal, ritual-
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ized service, highly trained and formally dressed servers and backwaiters, and hierarchically 

delineated kitchen staff under a formally trained head or executive chef. Customers often dress in 

formal or semi-formal clothing, following the dress code of the establishment (Kamal 2012, 

Mallory 2015). “The trends and practices associated with fine dining offer important insights into 

the social, political, economic, and cultural aspects that shape a place and its people” (Mallory 

2015:497). The early development of fine dining in American urban centers after the Civil War 

followed the model of French fine dining. Fine dining expanded beyond French cuisine and into 

smaller cities after World War II. There is considerable diversity in the architecture and organi-

zation of fine-dining restaurants (Mallory 2015).  

Finally, supper clubs are defined in two ways. In the traditional sense, supper clubs are 

businesses that offer evening meals and serve as social venues, offering musical performances 

or comic shows while patrons dine. These food-service establishments became common in the 

1930s-1940s, offering a destination where patrons could spend many hours drinking, eating, and 

enjoying nightclub-style entertainment or, in some cases, gambling. Appetizers, relish trays, 

meat dishes, and other American cuisine is typical fare. They can be fairly small and intimate, 

or large venues with capacities of hundreds to several thousand. A famous Kentucky landmark 

was the Beverly Hills Supper Club in Newport, where 165 patrons perished in a massive fire in 

1977 (Bush 2015, Webster et al. 2016). A more recent use of the term supper clubs describes 

eateries where word-of-mouth and/or social media are used to attract several to dozens of patrons 

to diverse dining venues, such as abandoned buildings, public parks, or the chef’s home. They also 

are known as clandestine restaurants, pop-up restaurants, alternative restaurants, secret restaurants, 

guestaurants, anti-restaurants, speakeasies, home bistros, and guerilla diners (Bush 2015).  

General stores are retail operations that offer to customers a wide range of goods or mer-

chandise, including staple food items, cloth and clothing, medicine, toys, hardware, electrical and 

plumbing supplies, and farm implements. The merchandise is not organized or grouped by function 

into departments. They also are known as general merchandise stores, mercantiles, general dealers, 

crossroad stores, and village shops. General stores typically were housed in elongated front-gable 

frame or brick buildings with porches and open internal space where merchandise was organized 

on shelves and glass cases along the walls. Customers purchased goods with cash or through barter, 

selecting items with the assistance of sales clerks. General stores often were places where 

community members gathered for informal social interactions (Clark 1944, Kentucky Heritage 

Council 2016). 

General stores are found in many types of communities, though the nature of general stores in 
rural vs. urban contexts can differ. “Rural groceries or general stores were often only dedicated to 
commerce, rather than being mixed-use (a combination of commercial and residential) as might 
be found in county seat towns. Rural stores did, however, often house a post-office as well as a 
grocery, and if the structure was more than one story, the upper floors were often home to local 
lodges or civic organizations” (Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017a:1). General stores also 
served as pharmacies and bus stops (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). Historically, “cross-road 
stores were a necessity due to the difficulties of travel, and it was not uncommon to have a small 
store every two miles or so along a road, throughout the nineteenth and into the twentieth century” 
(Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017a:1). In the 20th century, especially after the Great Depression, 
general stores increasingly offered fuel and automobile accessories, and many Kentucky families 
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opened small stores adjacent to their houses or along roads passing their farms (Kentucky 
Archaeological Survey 2017a, Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). As such, general stores or their 
remains and associated cultural resources are expected to be ubiquitous in the current project area.  

Department stores are similar to general stores in terms of offering a wide range and variety of 
goods to consumers, but merchandise in a department store is spatially organized by function into 
sections or departments. Also in contrast with general stores, department stores are located almost 
exclusively in urban settings. Chronologically, they developed after general stores, with the earliest 
stores established in America’s largest cities beginning in the mid-19th century. In Kentucky, 
Bacon’s in Louisville is considered the oldest in the state, established in 1876 (Miller 2001).  

Unlike general stores and department stores, specialized retail stores offered specific types of 
merchandise like groceries, china, medicine, gasoline, hardware, furniture, animal feed, clothing/ 
apparel, or souvenirs (Section 3.4.19). Some specialized retail stores provided particular services 
like printing, hair styling, or auto repair. Specialized retailers became more common in the early 
20th century, often replacing general stores.  

Banks are another type of business, and there are two major types. Commercial or retail banks 
are trust companies that provide financial services, such as receiving monetary deposits, paying 
interest, issuing loans or credit, converting currencies, acting as intermediaries in financial trans-
actions, and exercising fiduciary powers. Investment banks focus on creating wealth and capital 
for customers by purchasing and selling to them shares and securities. Investment banks also 
advise clients on structuring sales, mergers, and acquisitions. Banks are chartered, incorporated, 
and regulated by state and federal laws and regulations (26 U.S. Code § 581). In December 1806, 
the Bank of Kentucky was the first commercial bank chartered in the state by legislative act with 
one million dollars in capital stock (Littell 1811).  

Warehouse businesses are those that operate commercial buildings where agricultural 
products, raw materials, or manufactured goods are stored prior to sale, distribution, or export. 
Some commodities, such as tobacco, also were offered for sale at warehouses. Warehouses often 
are large, plain buildings with loading docks or bays and open interior spaces. Typically, they 
are situated in industrial or commercial districts in urban centers, especially near major 
transportation hubs such as river ports, railroad tracks, and highways. Warehouses may be 
associated with wholesaling businesses, which are individuals or firms that purchase large 
quantities of commodities or manufactured goods for resale to retailers or industries.  

Gas stations or service stations are businesses that serve automobile owners by providing fuel, 
parts, and repairs. In the first decade after automobile mass production began, motorists typically 
got fuel at pumps added to hardware stories or carriage-making shops in towns and cities. Because 
this arrangement often resulted in long lines that blocked roadways, special-purpose gasoline 
stations developed in the 1920s (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). “Between the 1920s and the 
1960s, designs for these buildings evolved to reflect the economy, the influence of the consumer, 
and the expansion of the auto service industry” (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016:3).  

Finally, signage is a common element of the wide array of businesses over time in the project 
area. They range in form and complexity, from small handmade stenciled door signs to large 
commercially made billboards, from door decals and window handbills to three-dimensional 
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multimedia signs with neon lights (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). Signs convey information 
about the nature of the business and services/goods offered, lure customers to patronize the 
business, and “allude to meanings beyond the apparent message,” such as evoking “symbols of 
comfort or hospitality or modernism” (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016:5). With the expansion of 
motor vehicle travel in the 20th century, signage adapted to attract and hold attention quickly, with 
larger sizes, shorter simpler text, and more elaborate and sometimes gaudy designs. Concerns 
about public safety and landscape viewsheds prompted some municipalities to adopt sign 
ordinances by the 1960s. Some commercial signage, such as pressed metal business logos or 
beverage advertisements, have become collector items (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016).  

National Register Listed Business and Commerce Resources 

 A total of 68 cultural resources related to business and commerce in the current project area 
are listed in the National Register of Historic Places (Table 9). The largest proportion are in Hart 
County (n=42, 62%), followed by Barren County (n=17, 25%); this is due to the large numbers of 
resources included in historic district listings in those counties. The remaining nine (13%) are in 
Edmonson and Warren counties, and none are listed for Grayson County. 

Table 9. Business-Commerce Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Resource Quad Location Date 
Barren County    

Bell’s Tavern Park City Old Dixie Highway in Park City ca. 1860 

Bn-292 Commercial Building1,2 Horse Cave   

Bn-296 Commercial Building1,2 Horse Cave 1st Street in Cave City ca. 1910-1950 

Cave City Drugs1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City late 1800s-early 1900s 

Cave City Variety Store1,2 Horse Cave West Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1900-1950 

Caverna Hardware1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1875-1900 

Davis, H. Y. State Bank1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City 1888 

Dixie Garage1,2 Horse Cave West Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1900-1925 

H & R Block1,2 Horse Cave   

Handy & Reynolds Store1,2 Horse Cave West Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1850-1900 

Hunts Jewelry1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City not indicated 

Peoples Bank Building, The1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway & 1st Sts. in Cave City ca. 1896-1897 

Quigley, G. F. & Son Grocery2 Glasgow North Goodnight Road in Goodnight 1894 or 1896 

Renfro (Metz) Hotel2 Park City Old Dixie Highway in Park City 1903 

Twin City Hardware1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1850-1900 

Wigwam Village No. 22 Horse Cave US 31W in Cave City 1937 

Willis Drug Company1,2 Horse Cave East Broadway Street in Cave City ca. 1850-1900 

Edmonson County    

Ford, Dr. William House Smiths Grove US 31W near Hwy 101 intersection 1828 

Willis, Mathias General Store3 Brownsville Cummins Road near Asphalt mid 19th century 

Table 9. Business-Commerce Resources Listed in the National Register (continued). 
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Resource Quad Location Date 
Hart County    

Austin Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1930s 

Bale Oil Company4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 

Bale Service Center Warehouse 
& Shop4 

Horse Cave Guthrie Street in Horse Cave 1923 

Barrett, Dr. Lewis House Munfordville 2nd & Caldwell St. in Munfordville ca. 1835 

Bookstore, The4 Horse Cave Water Street in Horse Cave 1917 

Branstetter Apartments4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1923 

Branstetter Furniture Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1911 
Branstetter Hardware, Inc.4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 
Chapline Building Munfordville Main Street in Munfordville 1892 or 1893 
Dollar General Store4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1900s 
Dorsey Drug Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920 
Farmers Deposit Bank/Horse 
Cave State Bank Building4 

Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 

First National Bank Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1910 
Gorins Store4 Horse Cave N. Dixie/US 31W in Horse Cave 1875 
Hart County Deposit Bank and 
Trust Company Building 

Munfordville Main Street in Munfordville ca. 1895 

Hartland Realty & Auction4 Horse Cave N. Dixie/US 31W in Horse Cave 1938 
Houk Insurance Agency4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 
Kane Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 
Louisville Store Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1890 
Martin Auction & Real Estate4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1950 
Midway Café4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1930s 
Midway Storage4 Horse Cave Higbee Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Midway Storage4 Horse Cave Higbee Street in Horse Cave 1952 
Munford (Old Munford) Inn Munfordville Washington Street in Munfordville ca. 1801-1810 
Neville Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1900 
Old Cave Office4 Horse Cave S. Dixie/US 31W in Horse Cave 1932 
Owens Hotel4 Horse Cave N. Dixie/US 31W in Horse Cave 1930 
Owens Hotel Annex4 Horse Cave N. Dixie/US 31W in Horse Cave 1915 
Patterson Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1931 
Payton Building4 Horse Cave Guthrie Street in Horse Cave 1932 or 1952 
Pierce Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1911 
Poynter Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1911 
Professional Arts Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1922 
Russell Building4 Horse Cave Water Street in Horse Cave 1911 
Smith, Francis Asbury House Munfordville Washington Street in Munfordville ca. 1835 
Smith Apartments4 Horse Cave Water Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Superior Cleaners4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920 
Telephone Exchange Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1905 

Table 9. Business-Commerce Resources Listed in the National Register (continued). 
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Resource Quad Location Date 

Hart County (continued)    
Thomas, H. B. Opera House4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1911 
Toops, W. F. & Company Building 
& Cherry, L. S. Building4 

Horse Cave Water St./N. Dixie St. in Horse Cave 1911 and 1947 

Towns Hotel4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Unnamed Building Ht-8774 Horse Cave Higbee Street in Horse Cave 1932 
Western Auto Building4 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Warren County    
Cooke, William H. Building5 Smiths Grove First Street in Smiths Grove ca. 1875 
Cooke, J. W. Building5 Smiths Grove First Street in Smiths Grove 1912 
Farmers Bank5 Smiths Grove First Street in Smiths Grove ca. 1890s 
Horse Shoe Camp/Court6 Bristow US 31W in Bowling Green 1935 
Oakland Bank7 Bristow Main Street in Oakland 1906 
Oakland Market & General Store7 Bristow Main Street in Oakland ca. 1907 
Old General Store7 Bristow Main Street in Oakland ca. 1900 
1 Part of the Cave City Commercial District. 
2 Part of the Barren County multiple resource area. 
3 Part of the Early Stone Buildings of Kentucky Outer Bluegrass and Pennyrile thematic resource. 
4 Part of the Horse Cave Historic District. 
5 Part of the Smiths Grove Historic District. 
6 Part of the Historic Resources along U.S. 31W in Warren County, 1920-1965 multiple resource area.  
7 Part of the Oakland-Freeport Historic District. 

 
Barren County 

West of and perpendicular to the L&N Railroad tracks, the Cave City Commercial District 
encompasses the central, three-block business district on Broadway Street [formerly Kirtley Street] 
from First and Second Streets. With 17 vernacular commercial buildings, 15 of which are 
contributing properties, the district included all the historic commercial structures in the downtown 
area. At the time of listing, there were only two intrusions and no empty lots. The district, which is 
distinctive for its cohesion, was listed in 1983 under Criteria A and C (Henderson 1982). It is 
significant as “the last intact section of a once architecturally cohesive and thriving business area. 
While not extremely important individually, as a group these commercial buildings signify the 
important economic growth which Cave City experienced during the last half of the 19th century” 
(Henderson 1982:6). However, “intact” should not be interpreted as “original” because, as 
described below, the listed buildings actually date to the early 20th century and reflect the 
organization and architecture of a portion of the downtown business community during a later 
stage of the town’s history. 

The 15 contributing properties to the Cave City Commercial District are not clearly identified 
by Henderson (1982) in the nomination, several have minimal descriptions, and most are not 
described at all. Another complicating factor is that the street numbers have changed since 1983, 
and several listed buildings have been destroyed or demolished, in some cases replaced with new 
buildings and in other cases left as open lots or converted to parking lots. Instead, most of the 
following architectural descriptions are based on online images and historic documents and should 
be ground-truthed.  
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The nine-ten contributing properties on the east side of the 100 block of Broadway Street 
represent the most intact portion of the Cave City Commercial District, though several of the 
buildings have replaced façades. There are several architectural features repeated in these buildings 
that provide additional cohesion. Three-four of the buildings are on the north side of Davis Alley 
and six are south. Seven of the buildings were constructed in the first decade of the 20th century 
and are the earliest buildings in the National Register district.  

At the corner of Broadway and First Street is The Peoples 
Bank Building (a.k.a., People’s Bank Building, Old Bank 
Building, historic resources inventory number not reported), 
which is not described in the nomination. The two-story, flat-
roofed, running-bond brick building faces First Street (Figure 
13). The building is two rectangular cells of unequal lengths 
separated by a firewall. The front façade of each cell has three 
bays on each floor, and the fenestrations on the lower floor are 
surrounded by rusticated limestone blocks. There is a metal 
cornice along the front facade, but the one along the west façade 
was replaced with a low limestone cornice (Google Maps; 
Sanford Map Company 1909, 1919).  

Figure 13. Circa 1910-1918 Photograph of 
The Peoples Bank Building (William R. 
Reynolds, Jr.; WKU Special Collections). 

The right/west cell of The Peoples Bank Building is the shorter of the two. The west bay in the 
west corner of the cell is truncated on both floors. The cell entrance of double glass doors flanked 
and topped by plate glass is on the lower floor of this bay. The historic photograph shows a five-
bay frame turret in the truncated corner at the second level above the entrance, and the name of the 
bank is displayed near the cornice of the turret (Figure 13). The turret was removed or destroyed 
sometime after 1919 and before listing in 1983. The other two bays on the lower floor have large 
replacement plate-glass windows. The other two bays on the second floor are recessed with dentile 
projecting bricks along the top margin, and each has a wood-sash window on a smooth limestone 
sill and topped by a rusticated limestone lintel (Google Maps; Sanford Map Company 1909, 1919). 

The west elevation of right/west cell has three bays on the first floor and six on the second 
floor, all of which have a single window with a smooth limestone sill and double-row segmental 
brick top. Like the front façade, the windows on the second floor of the west elevation are in 
recessed bays with dentile projecting bricks along the top margins; one has been bricked in. A steel 
sign framework that projects from the truncated corner on the second floor is a later addition, 
postdating removal of the turret (Google Maps).  

The left/east cell of The Peoples Bank Building is the longer of the two. In 2013 the lower floor 
of the façade was enclosed with vertical siding, a wood door, and two four-pane horizontal windows. 
The historic photograph shows that this recent framed enclosure covers the three bays forming a 
separate storefront with a central, recessed double-door entrance and transom flanked by plate-glass 
display windows in the side bays (Figure 13). Like the right/west cell, the second floor of the left/east 
cell has recessed bays with dentile projecting bricks along the top margin and wood-sash windows 
on smooth limestone sills and topped by rusticated limestone lintels. The window in the central bay 
is wider than those in the side bays (Google Maps; Sanford Map Company 1909, 1919). 

The builder and original occupant of the brick building, The Peoples Bank, was the second 
commercial bank to open in Cave City. The bank was established in January 1897 with Samuel 
Davis Caldwell, Sr. (1868-1962), the nephew of thGOC e first banker in Cave City, Hardin Young 
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Davis, Sr. (see below), as a co-founder. The bank at one point had assets of $10.3 million. The 
Peoples Bank operated until December 1979, when it was acquired by The New Farmers National 
Bank of Glasgow (Kinslow 2013, www.findagrave.com, www.bankencyclopedia.com). By 2008 
the building housed a Mexican store called Tienda David; it was vacant in 2013, and it now houses 
the Comcast company (Google Maps). It is not known if the current occupant has made renovations.  

The date of construction for the brick The Peoples Bank Building is after January 1901 and 
before February 1909 based on Sanborn insurance maps of Cave City. In 1901, the The Peoples 
Bank occupied a two-story, slate- or tin-roofed, frame building at the corner of Broadway and First 
Streets. It was conjoined to a two-story, frame, shingle-roofed dwelling with a one-story rear ell 
and front and rear porches; the dwelling fronted First Street and was offset back from the road. In 
1901 there were no other buildings along Broadway [Kirtley] between First Street and Davis Alley 
(Sanborn-Perris Map Company 1901). It is possible that the frame bank building formerly housed 
the Curd Store, the first general store in Cave City.  

According to documents posted on Ancestry.com by members of the Curd family, The Peoples 
Bank Building was constructed on the site of the Curd Store. Opened in about 1860 by brothers 
Beverly Daniel “Brud” Curd (1826-1898) and Havilah Price Curd (1817-1884), the Curd Store 
was a two-story frame mercantile that also housed the post office, as B. D. Curd served as the first 
postmaster. In 1889 B. D. Curd’s son Edwin William “Ed” Curd (1864-1923) was selling shoes 
for J. Benckenstein and Company, Cincinnati (Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 2013a), and he 
may have done so from his father’s general store.  

The Register-listed, two-story, two-cell, slate- or tin-roofed brick Peoples Bank Building was 
constructed by February 1909, with the shorter right/west cell on the same footprint as the former 
frame bank building. The longer left/east cell of the brick bank building covered most of the footprint 
of the two-story dwelling drawn on the 1901 map. The Peoples Bank occupied the right/west cell 
and an unnamed drug store occupied the left/east cell. There was a frame stairway or stairwell in the 
angle of the two cells. The two-story frame dwelling with a two-story front porch pictured in the 
historic photo (Figure 13) also was constructed by February 1909 (Sanborn Map Company 1909).  

In August 1919, the bank and drug store still occupied the two cells of The Peoples Bank 
Building, but the length of the bank cell appears to have been shortened, a firewall was constructed 
along the rear elevation of the bank cell, there no longer was a metal cornice along the west façade 
of the bank cell, and an external iron stairway or stairwell was constructed in the angle of the two 
cells (Sanborn Map Company 1919). 

Conjoined to and east of The Peoples Bank Building on First Street is unnamed commercial 
building Bn-296. Henderson (1982) estimated it was constructed in the first half of the 20th century. 
Based on Sanborn maps and the ca. 1910-1918 historic photograph (Figure 13), the brick commercial 
building was erected sometime during that time frame over the footprint of a two-story frame 
dwelling (Sanborn Map Company 1909, 1919). Building Bn-296 has two equal-sized cells separated 
by a firewall, and there is a firewall along the outside wall of the left/east cell, which is divided into 
two unequal-sized sub-cells by a side-to-side frame partition (Sanborn Map Company 1919).  

Building Bn-296 has many architectural features that mimic those of the earlier brick bank 
building. The two-story, running bond brick building has two abutting first-floor store fronts. The 
left/east store front has two bays, with a plate-glass door topped by a plate-glass window in the 
right bay and a two-pane plate glass display window in the left bay. The right/west store front has 

https://www.findagrave.com
http://www.bankencyclopedia.com
https://www.ancestry.com
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four bays: a plate-glass display window in the left bay, a plate-glass door topped by a plate-glass 
window in the left-center bay, a plate-glass display window in the right-center bay, and a two-light 
and wood panel door topped by a transom in the right bay. Below the display windows of both 
store fronts are four courses of rusticated dressed limestone blocks, similar to those of the bank 
building. There is a full-length metal sill with four rosettes above each storefront, and a decorative 
pilaster adjacent to one door of each storefront (Google Maps).  

The second floor of Bn-296 has a continuous façade. There are three bays above each store 
front, each set of which has side bays with single wood-sash windows and a central bay with 
double wood-sash windows. All of the windows have smooth limestone sills and rusticated 
limestone lintels, similar to those on the front façade of the bank building. Above each second-
floor window is a half-circle window with a smooth limestone sill and topped by a double-row 
brick arch. There are vertical lines of projecting, single, stacked brick headers between the small 
windows, and a single horizontal line of projecting brick headers above the small windows. A low 
limestone cornice spans the front façade (Google Maps).  

The east elevation of the left/east cell of Bn-296 has a stepped roofline topped by a low lime-
stone cornice and at least four bays on both floors, each bay having a single wood-sash window with 
a smooth limestone sill and segmental brick top, like the bank building. All the first-floor window 
openings have been partly or completely bricked in; one is replaced with a door and another with a 
small window. One second-floor window opening has been replaced with a door accessed by a metal 
stairway attached to the building. The south/rear elevation has at least two lower-level and three 
upper-level windows with smooth limestone sills and segmental arches, as well as an apparent door 
opening with a segmental arch. The first-floor fenestrations have been bricked in (Google Maps).  

In 1919, the right/west cell of commercial building Bn-296 housed an unnamed hardware store 
and featured a full-width one-story frame front porch (Sanborn Map Company 1919). At the time 
of listing, the right/west cell was occupied by Janice’s Ceramics (Henderson 1982), and in 2013 
Cave City Auction occupied the cell (Google Maps). In 1919, the Cave City Post Office was 
located in the front portion of the left/east cell and an unnamed barber shop occupied the rear 
portion (Sanborn Map Company 1919). At the time of listing, the left/east cell had a shed awning 
with shake shingles across the entire front (Henderson 1982), which has since been removed. In 
2013, Archie’s Furniture and Auction occupied this commercial space. The second floor of Bn-
296 likely has had residential apartments for many years (Google Maps). 

Figure 14. Circa 1908-1910 Photograph of Buildings 
Bn-291 and Bn-290 in Cave City (William R. Rey-
nolds, Jr.; WKU Special Collections). 

South of but not adjacent to The Peoples Bank 
Building on the corner of East Broadway and Davis 
Alley is unnamed commercial building Bn-291. The 
two-story brick building has a flat roof, two storefronts 
facing Broadway, and second-floor windows with 
smooth limestone lintels and sills on the front façade 
(Henderson 1982). Henderson (1982) estimated it was 
constructed in the last half of the 19th century. However, 
in February 1909, an iron-clad frame building with a 
composition roof and a frame partition between two 
cells stood at this location. The two-cell brick building 
with a composition roof, a frame partition, and a full-
length one-story front porch was mapped in August 

Bn-291 Bn-290 
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1919. According to Sanborn maps, then, the construction period can be narrowed to ca. 1909-1919 
(Sanborn Map Company 1909, 1919). A historic photograph places the brick building between 
1908-1910 (Figure 14), so a time frame of 1909-1910 is suggested. It is possible that the two cells 
were constructed at different times.  

Currently, the right storefront has a recessed front entrance flanked by two plate-glass display 
windows over wood panels, now covered with vertical boarding. The left storefront has three bays, 
the left and central of which are recessed. There is a three-part, plate-glass display window in the 
left bay and an entrance door with a side light in the central bay. Below the display window and 
side light are three courses of (black glazed?) cement blocks. The right bay has a replacement 
panel door topped by a now-covered glass transom, as does the left bay of the four-bay storefront 
on the right. Each storefront is topped by a full-length metal sill with five rosettes. The current 
vinyl awnings anchored below the sill are not original. There are four single wood-sash windows 
on the second floor over each storefront (Google Maps).  

The brick of the front façade of Bn-291 was replaced sometime prior to 1981. There formerly 
was a corbeled table between projecting brick pilasters marking each storefront (Figure 14). The 
corbeled table and pilasters were not reproduced in the new brickwork. Instead, there are rows of 
projecting single headers above and below a row of non-projecting vertically-oriented stretchers. 
This brickwork copies that of the unnamed building adjacent and north of Bn-291 (see below). 
Another change is the addition of a low parapet of vertically-oriented standing-seam sheet metal 
or vinyl siding, which continues along the south and east elevations (Google Maps).  

The south elevation of Bn-291 along Davis Alley has a stepped roofline, a door toward the rear 
of the building on the first floor, and six single wood-sash windows with smooth limestone sills 
and topped by a row of brick headers on the second floor. The lower level of the east/rear elevation 
is six bays, with one door opening and five single wood-sash windows with smooth limestone sills 
and row of brick headers. Three window openings have small replacement windows and are partly 
bricked in, while two are covered with vinyl siding. The second floor has four single wood-sash 
windows with smooth limestone sills. There is a limestone cornice along the east elevation. The 
original brickwork of the south and east elevations appears to be common (American) bond 
(Google Maps).  

The builder and earliest occupants of Bn-291 are uncertain. Circa 1908-1910, the north store-
front housed an in-town tourist office for Great Onyx Cave (Section 3.4.19). In August 1919, the 
north cell housed an unnamed general merchandise business (Sanborn Map Company 1919); it is 
possible that this store was the same as the tourist office, if the cave office also sold supplies. 
Caverna Florist has occupied this storefront since 1969 (Henderson 1982). In August 1919, the 
south cell housed an unnamed drug store (Sanborn Map Company 1919). At the time of listing in 
1983, the south storefront housed Twin City Hardware (Henderson 1982), which took up residence 
sometime after 1950 (Southern Continental Telephone Company 1950). The Cream and Sugar 
Café opened there in 2007 and by 2013 was closed. A restaurant-pub called The Cave now 
occupies the space. There appear to be residential apartments on the second floor (Google Maps). 

Between The Peoples Bank Building and Bn-291 on East Broadway is a narrow, two-story, 
flat-roofed, brick building that shares characteristics of both. This unidentified building appears 
in a ca. 1908-1910 streetscape of Cave City, so it is at least that old (Figure 14). However, the building 
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does not appear on the early Sanborn maps (Sanborn Map Company 1901, 1909, 1919). It is unclear 
if it is a contributing property to the Cave City Commercial District.  

The lower level is three bays, with single wood-sash windows in the left and center bays and 
a single-light and wood panel door in the right bay. The second floor has at least two bays with 
single wood-sash windows. All fenestrations on the front façade have smooth limestone sills and 
double-row segmental brick tops, like those of the bank building. Like building Bn-291, the façade 
of this building has been replaced with running bond brick. The decorative brickwork below the 
cornice (Google Maps), which is the same as that currently on building Bn-291 (see above), is 
reproduced in the same style as in the original façade (Figure 14). There is some kind of panel 
attached to the façade on the right side of the upper story (Google Maps), and this appears to have 
extended across the bank building at the time of listing based on a 1981 photograph (Henderson 
1982).  

Also in the 100-block of East Broadway is a row of six contiguous commercial buildings south 
of Davis Alley. On the corner of Davis Alley and Broadway [Kirtley] is the Willis Drug Company 
Building (Bn-290). Like building Bn-291, this two-story, flat-roofed brick building does not 
appear to have been built in the last half of the 19th century (Henderson 1982). It does not appear 
on the 1901 or 1909 Sanborn maps, as there was a one-story frame building housing a 
confectionary then a barber at this location (Sanborn Map Company 1901, 1909). The building is 
present in a historic photo dated ca. 1908-1910 (Figure 14), but oddly the lot is vacant on the 1919 
Sanborn map (Sanborn Map Company 1919). Taken together, the evidence suggests the possible 
period of construction was 1909-1910.  

Like building Bn-291, the Willis Drug Company Building has a pre-1981 replacement brick 
façade. Noteworthy architectural elements of the front/western façade are smooth limestone sills 
and lintels on the five second-story windows, and a corbeled table (projecting course of bricks 
resting on brick corbels) under the limestone cornice (Google Maps, Henderson 1982). The 
corbeled table reproduces that which existed on the building historically (Figure 14). The first-
floor store-front is topped by a row of vertically oriented stretcher bricks over a plate-glass display 
window and a recessed glass entry door, all surrounded by wood framing and covered with a shed 
roof, the latter of which has been present since the early 1900s (Figure 14). There is another entry 
door with a boarded-over transom in the right bay of the first level (Google Maps). 

The north elevation facing the alley is common (American) bond with a stepped roofline and 
limestone cornice. There are three small windows and one single wood-sash window on the lower 
level and eight single wood-sash windows on the second level, all with smooth limestone sills. 
The first floor also has a narrow door with a limestone sill and transom. The east/rear elevation 
has single wood-sash windows on the second floor, as well as a one-story limestone block addition 
that may be original. The north elevation along the alley has two door openings and several 
windows that are surrounded with recent vertical boarding, brick veneer, and a frame shed roof 
along the full length. There is a combination of small windows and single wood-sash windows 
with smooth limestone sills and lintels on the east and south elevations (Google Maps).  

According to Henderson (1982), Willis Drug Company was the original occupant of the 
building. It was in business by at least 1909-1929 until the early 1950s. Michael Owsley Willis 
(1875-1951) was one of the family druggists (Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 2010a, Southern 
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Continental Telephone Company 1950). In 1901-1903 he was practicing in Monticello (Kentucky 
Pharmaceutical Association 1901-1903) but moved to Cave City by June 1906 when his son, 
attorney Edwin Caldwell Willis, was born there (Prabook 2018). It is unclear if Michael Owsley 
Willis established the pharmacy business in Cave City or joined an existing business. He, his wife, 
Mary Claire (Smith) Willis (1885-1961), and son, Edwin Caldwell Willis (1906-1953), are interred 
in Louisville (www.findagrave.com). Since 1955, the Willis Drug Company Building was 
occupied by H & R Bock, but the tax preparation business apparently closed sometime after 2013 
(Google Maps, Henderson 1982, Local.com). The current occupant is not known.  

South of and adjacent to the Willis Drug Company Building is unnamed building Bn-289. 
Constructed at an unspecified time, the two-story, brick, vernacular commercial building has a flat 
roof and a corbel table under the cornice (Henderson 1982). It is not present on the 1901 Sanborn 
map but is drawn on the 1909 map as a vacant two-story brick building with a slate or tin roof, a 
metal cornice on the west/front façade, and an external staircase on the north façade. On the 1919 
map, the metal cornice is not indicated, and a full-length frame porch or awning spans the front 
façade (Sanborn Map Company 1901, 1909, 1919).  

Currently, on the front façade, the two-bay first floor has replacement brick surrounding a flat-
glass door and single plate-glass window. A full-length metal sill with three rosettes separates the 
first and second floors. The three-bay second floor has three windows with smooth limestone sills 
and lintels surrounded by the original running bond brick. Between the outer windows and corbel 
table are openings with metal grates, and between the central window and corbel table is decorative 
buff-colored brickwork in a rectangle shape. Both sides of the front façade are flanked by two-
story brick columns topped by a smooth limestone capstone with a curving pyramidal shape; the 
southern column is buff-colored-brick and is shared with the adjacent H. Y. Davis State Bank 
Building (Google Maps).  

The original occupant of building Bn-289 is not known, and the business type is not indicated 
on Sanborn maps (Sanborn Map Company 1909, 1919). At the time of listing, the building housed 
Hunt’s Jewelry (Henderson 1982), but that business is not included in a 1950 directory (Southern 
Continental Telephone Company 1950). In 2013 the building housed Paul’s Antiques and 
Collectibles (Google Maps).  

Moving south, adjacent to Bn-289 is the H. Y. Davis State Bank Building (a.k.a., H. Y. Davis 
National Bank Building, Bn-288). Constructed in about 1888, the two-story, flat-roofed, brick 
building features a brick and smooth limestone plaque above the cornice and original architectural 
elements on the store front (Henderson 1982). The first floor of the front façade has four bays that 
are bordered by four pillars of buff-colored brick. The two middle pillars have smooth limestone 
molded projecting capstones, while the two lateral brick pillars extend to the second floor and are 
topped by curving pyramidal limestone capstones above the cornice. A third two-story brick pillar 
with a pyramidal capstone forms the south edge of the front façade (Google Maps). It is unclear if 
the comparatively narrow southern/rightmost bay was part of the original late 19th-century bank 
building because the brickwork and fenestrations differ, as described below. 

The first floor on the front façade of the H. Y. Davis State Bank Building appears mostly intact. 
The left-central bay has double-door entrance with wood and glass pane doors. The bays flanking 
the entrance have windows with smooth limestone sills over panels of decorative buff and red 

https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.local.com/
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brick in a rectangular pattern; the windows have been replaced. Over the door and windows are 
large rectangular transoms with clear and amethyst-colored textured glass blocks in a rectilinear 
pattern, presumably original to the building. Above the transoms and between the molded column 
caps is a smooth limestone sill, and above the sill over the entrance is a smooth limestone plaque 
engraved with “H. Y. DAVIS NATIONAL BANK.” The southern/right bay on the first floor has 
a wood panel entry door with a plain rectangular transom and a slightly different smooth limestone 
sill (Google Maps).  

The four-bay second floor has three equal-sized windows above the storefront and a narrower 
window in the southern/right bay about the side door. The three identical windows have a narrow 
continuous sill below and a wide continuous lintel above, both made of smooth limestone. There 
is a two-brick band of decorative buff-colored brick between the windows and the bordering buff-
colored brick pillars. As with the adjacent building Bn-289, above these three windows are two 
openings with metal grates and one buff-colored brick rectangle. Below the limestone-capped 
cornice is a corbel table of alternating red and buff bricks. The narrow window in the right bay has 
a different limestone sill and lintel and plain corbel table, and there is no grate or decorative 
brickwork above the window (Google Maps).  

Hardin Young Davis established his commercial bank in January 1888 with charter number 
7919, and it was the first to operate in Cave City (www.bankencyclopedia.com). H. Y. Davis, 
Sr. (1847-1924) was born in Barren County to Samuel Turner Davis (1813-1880) of Hanover 
County, Virginia and Amanda Jane (Young) Davis (1826-1897). His parents are interred in Cald-
well Cemetery #1 in Glasgow. In 1872, H. Y. Davis, Sr. married Fannie Lucinda (Curd) Davis 
(1853-1938), the daughter of local merchant and postmaster Beverly Daniel “Brud” Curd and 
Mariah Lucinda (Stark) Curd (1830-1891) (see above and below). H. Y. and Fannie Davis had 
at least five children: Ernest Curd Davis (1873-1935), Samuel Beverly Davis, Sr. (1876-1935), 
Hardin Young Davis, Jr. (1878-1938), Fannie A. (Davis) Shaw (1881-1965), and Arch Brent 
Davis (1883-1958). All family members except Arch Davis are interred in Cave City Cemetery 
(Section 3.4.13) (www.findagrave.com).  

Hardin Young Davis, Sr. was the first president of the H. Y. Davis National Bank. Like other 
national banks operating between 1863-1913, the bank issued national bank notes as a uniform 
currency and accepted that of other national banks. The national bank notes, however, were not 
“legal tender” (Friedman and Schwartz 1971). There were 238 currency-issuing national banks in 
111 towns in Kentucky. The H. Y. Davis National Bank was one of only four in the current project 
area (www.nationalcurrencyvalues.com). For a brief period in the early 1900s, the H. Y. Davis 
National Bank printed almost $165,000 of national currency. This is considered a minimal output, 
so the bank’s notes are scarce and collectible today. The bank issued four different bank notes: 
$10 1902 red seal, $20 1902 red seal, $10 1902 blue seal, and $20 1902 blue seal. The 1902 notes 
were printed in years other than 1902, and the bank was chartered to print national notes in 1905 
(www.antiquemoney.com).  

By 1916 and into at least the 1920s, H. Y. Davis’s sons Samuel Beverly (S. B.) Davis, Sr. and 
Ernest Curd (E. C.) Davis served as bank president and cashier, respectively. In addition to the 
three family members, in 1916 the following individuals served as directors: Burwell Lee “Burl” 
Wilson (1861-1936), Charles Carroll Redford (1861-1944), Noble B. Eubank (1877-1964), and 
Eugene Gershom “Genie” Baird (1860-1919). The bank, which was renamed the H. Y. Davis State 

http://www.bankencyclopedia.com
https://www.findagrave.com
http://www.nationalcurrencyvalues.com
http://www.antiquemoney.com
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Bank in 1916-1917, had regional impacts, conducting business in Barren and adjoining counties. 
In 1916 the bank held almost $277,000 in loans, bonds and other securities, reserves, stocks, 
equity, furnishings, and other resources. In terms of offsetting liabilities, about 80% was 
certificates of deposits and individual deposits, 11% was capital stock, and 6% was circulating 
notes (Davis 2016, H. Y. Davis State Bank 1917, www.findagrave.com).  

The H. Y. Davis State Bank operated until November 1972, when it was acquired by Citizens 
Bank and Trust Company (www.bankencyclopedia.com). At the time of listing in 1983, the Carl 
Davis Insurance Agency occupied at least the first floor of the building (Henderson 1982). The 
occupant in 2013 was Four Seasons Antiques (Google Maps). 

Wigwam Village No. 2 in Cave City illustrates a type of architecture called “ducks,” or 
buildings designed to mimic or represent animals or objects (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). 
“Wigwam themes were fashionable in the early 1930s, due to the popularity of ‘wild west’ 
characters in movies and comic books” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:51).  

In 2018, readers of Kentucky Living voted Wigwam Village No. 2 as runner-up to the best 
quirky attraction in the destination section of the annual “Best in Kentucky” poll (Witt 2018). 
“’The kids love this place because they like to sleep in the teepees. We have more people staying 
here from Europe than anywhere. They want to see the landscape of American history,’” according 
to manager Sahidur Mir (as quoted in Richter 2018:37). 

The final business-related Barren County resource listed in the Register is the G. F. Quigley 
and Son Grocery (a.k.a., G. F. Quigley and Son General Merchandise, Bn-236), located just west 
of US 31E (Section 3.4.20) on Goodnight Road in the small rural community of Goodnight 
(Section 3.3.13), north of Glasgow and east of Cave City. The building was constructed in 1894 
or 1896 by Robert “Bob” Barbour (1840-1917) to serve as the community post office, so it 
originally had a government function. Its significance, however, is in the area of commerce. G. F. 
Quigley leased and then in 1908 purchased the building (Henderson 1981b, 1982). George Fowler 
Quigley (1869-1953) was born in Nobob in Barren County to Andrew J. Quigley and Elizabeth 
(Ferguson) Quigley. He married Quinnie (Button) Quigley (1871-1957) and they had at least three 
children: Velona (Quigley) Parrish (1888-1982), Leotha H. Quigley (1896-1980), and Hascal 
[Haskel] Button Quigley (1899-1985). The family members except Leotha are interred in Glasgow 
Municipal Cemetery (www.findagrave.com).  

G. F. Quigley operated the grocery/general merchandise store with gas pumps for several 
decades. Early in the operation of the business, Quigley was involved in a lawsuit with local 
tenant farmer J. T. Franklin, who in 1908 had purchased $265 of goods at the store with his 
future crop of corn, tobacco, and Irish potatoes as collateral but without a written contract. When 
Franklin failed to turn over the crops, having sold them to his landlord to settle other debts, 
Quigley filed suit with J. R. White and Max B. Harlin as his attorneys, but he eventually lost the 
case (McBeath 1911:92-94). In 1921 son Hascal Quigley joined his father in the business, and 
the store served the small community until at least 1972. Hascal was known for riding his bike 
on the local rural roads (No Author 1972). Hascal married Lura Bell (Turner) Quigley (1905-
1987) in 1932 (Ancestry.com).  

https://www.findagrave.com
http://www.bankencyclopedia.com
https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.ancestry.com
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Listed in 1983 under Criterion C, the G. F. Quigley and Son Grocery is a one-story, three-bay, 
single-cell, frame building. It has a gable roof with standing seam metal sheeting and what appears 
to be a cement block foundation. The front façade has an entrance in the central bay with double 
doors with a two-pane transom; the left door is wood panel and the right door is single-light and 
wood panel, both with decorative moldings. The side bays have two-over-two wood sash windows. 
All fenestrations are capped with slightly projecting, fluted hood molds that are Victorian details 
on the otherwise vernacular building. The full-width front porch has a shed roof supported by four 
metal posts with a poured concrete foundation. Above the porch roof is a stepped parapet wall 
(“false front”) on which the store name was painted. At the time of listing the building was 
abandoned and in fair condition, and it remained in the Quigley family. No outbuildings are 
included in the listing (Henderson 1981b, 1982), though to the side of the porch were two Sunoco 
gas pumps on a concrete pad under a hipped roof with asphalt shingles supported by two metal 
posts. The pumps are now gone but the roof and concrete pad remain. Hascal Quigley died in 1985 
and the current property owner is not known. “The Quigley store is one of few intact nineteenth 
century store buildings which depict the rural way of life in Barren County during that time” 
(Henderson 1981b:1). It is “one of few original general stores, which speak of the important role 
played by these businesses in the county. It is also a well-preserved late nineteenth century 
vernacular structure, and one of the best examples of commercial architecture in the rural sections 
of the county” (Henderson 1982:20). 

Edmonson County 

Located on the Green River floodplain near Asphalt, the Mathias Willis General Store is the 
ruins of a mid-19th century “store house” built and operated by Mathias Willis to serve travelers 
on the river. The store is a single cell structure measuring 30 x 60 ft (10 x 20 m). Constructed of 
quarried and shaped Glen Dean formation limestone blocks without tool marks, it is one of only 
two dry-stacked stone buildings currently known in the county. The regular courses of rock were 
laid dry but pointed with mortar containing some cement. The front gable end, which faces the 
river and may have had a false front, has a large central doorway flanked on both sides by large 
show windows with steel bar lintels. The rear elevation opposite the river had a central doorway 
flanked by smaller windows, and the two other sides each had three small windows (Murray-
Wooley 1983). 

If the store building dates to the mid-19th century, Mathias M. Willis could not have been the 
builder and probably was not the original or only proprietor. He was born in January 1874 in 
Roundhill to Henry and Nancy (Murray) Willis; his mother died in February 1874, possibly from 
complications of childbirth. In 1880 Mathias resided in the home of his relatives, Alvin Porter and 
Mary Ellen (Jones) Haynes. By 1900 he was married and residing in his own household in the 
Reedyville precinct (probably Roundhill) with his wife of three years, Josephine “Josie” “Jollie” 
Dee (Keown) Willis, and daughter Ora Dee Willis. Their other children were Penelope “Opie” Ree 
Willis, Bernie Claude Willis, Herman Clyde Willis, and Ersie Lee Willis. A veteran of World War 
I, Mathias was a school teacher, farmer, and merchant. He likely operated the general store by 
1910 because in the 1910-1930 censuses he resided in the Durbin precinct that included Asphalt. 
Mathias and Josie Willis were interred in the Willis Farm Cemetery in Asphalt after their deaths 
in 1930 and 1957, respectively (Hield, 2013, Jones 2016).  
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Hart County 

There are two spatial clusters of Register-listed cultural resources with significance related to 
business and commerce in Hart County, one in downtown Munfordville and one in Horse Cave. 
The Munfordville cluster of five listed resources includes three buildings that were the locations 
of businesses and two with secondary business associations. The former includes an inn/tavern, a 
building that housed several stores and offices, and a bank, and the latter are residences of 
prominent local businessmen. One is heavy timber and the others are brick buildings. All date to 
the 1800s.  

Listed in 1984 under Criteria A and C for its role in commerce and its architecture, Munford 
Inn (a.k.a., Old Munford Inn, Old Inn, Kerr’s Inn; Ht-19) was constructed on Buffalo Trace (Section 
3.4.15), now Washington Street, ca. 1801-1810 by Thomas Bolin Munford, the first proprietor and 
brother of the founder of Munfordville, Richard Jones Munford. It is not clear if Thomas Munford 
constructed the building as a residence and soon after converted it to a business or if built it initially 
to function as business and, if so, if he also lived there. He did construct a separate residence one 
block west in 1823 (Section 3.4.18). It also is unclear if the business was an inn or a tavern because 
the name indicates the former but descriptions of the business often refer to it as a tavern. The 
1820 Hart County tax list, however, does not indicate that Thomas Munford held a tavern license 
associated with either of his two land holdings. (There is only one tavern license included for the 
600+ individuals listed, and it is for Robert Ferguson in the Barren River water course. Tax records 
for Barren County, which included Munfordville prior to the formation of Hart County in 1819, 
have not been examined.) This confusion may be a function about the aforementioned misuse of 
terminology, or it is possible that the nature of the business changed over time (James 1977e, 
Randolph 1925, Sizemore et al. n.d., Short n.d.).  

Thomas Munford may have operated the lodging business until his death in 1854, and during 
an unknown time range a person named Kerr apparently was the proprietor. Munford Inn served 
as a stop for travelers on the L&N Turnpike (Section 3.4.20) and for visitors in route to Mammoth 
Cave (Section 3.4.19). Among its famous guests were president-elect Andrew Jackson in 1829 and 
Swedish opera sensation Jenny Lind in 1851. Based on his memoir, assertions that naturalist John 
Muir stayed at the inn/tavern in 1867 are not accurate, though he did stop in Munfordville. African 
American cooks prepared quality meals of local species purchased from hunters and fishermen, 
including deer, turkey, pheasant, squirrel, black bass, and “goggle eye” (rock bass). The inn 
[tavern] likely closed for business in the late 19th century when other lodging options became 
available in town, such as Allen House, a hotel operated for “commercial men” by John W. Allen 
at a rate of $1.50/day from ca. 1873-1883 before it was destroyed by fire (Battle et al. 1885, 
Bridwell 1951, James 1977e, Muir 1916:7-9, National Park Service 2015b, Polk and Weeks 1882, 
Randolph 1925, Sizemore et al. n.d., Short n.d.). 

Munford Inn is significant as the only surviving 19th century inn [tavern] in Hart County, and 
it reportedly was one of the best-known in the then West frontier. The inn [tavern] served as a 
private residence prior to 1953, when the current owners, the Munfordville Women’s Club 
(Section 3.3.5), purchased the building and restored it. Munford Inn is a featured stop on the Old 
Munfordville Walking Tour, and it is a contributing property to the Munfordville multiple 
resource area (James 1977e, Sizemore et al. n.d.). “The building has tremendous historic signifi-
cance for the community” (James 1977e:1-2). 
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Munford Inn is a two-story, saddlebag, walnut log building with abutting pens (Figures 12-
13). The east pen has V-notching and is earlier than the west pen, which appears to have half-
dovetail A log, low shed, rear room off the west pen is original, as the west wall of the pen and 
room is a continuous line of logs (Figure 16). At a later time, the rear shed was extended across 
the rear of the east pen to serve as a porch (James 1977e, Sizemore et al. n.d.). According to 
Randolph (1925:6), a Munfordville citizen nicknamed “Old Mortality” told her that “soon after 
[the inn] was built an L was run back from the street at one end, and afterward a similar building 
was added to the other, so it occupied three sides of a quadrilateral with a court between the two 
L’s. But long ago the ‘ells’ were torn down.” Archeological investigations in the rear yard of the 
inn could determine if ells were present and their sizes.  

Figure 15. Undated Postcard of Munford Inn. Verso reads, in 
part “From drawing made 1915 just as it appeared before 
repairs and changes were made” (Kentucky Digital Library 
Postcard Collection). 

Figure 16. Undated Photograph of South and West 
Elevations of Munford Inn. Photo likely post-dates 
1915, when alterations were made to the building 
(www.munfordvillestories.com). 

 
Regarding fenestrations, there is one door opening into each pen on the south façade, and the 

east pen has a door opening in the north wall. A floor plan of the west pen indicates a door opening 
in the north wall of the rear room, but an online photograph of the building shows no door. The 
west pen has a horizontal window on the first floor and a vertical window on the second floor of 
the west elevation (Figure 16), and there is another horizontal window on the north elevation of 
the rear room. There is a small, four-pane window on the front façade of the east pen (Figure 16); 
it is not depicted in the 1915 drawing (Figure 15) so it may be a later addition, depending on the 
accuracy of the drawing. On the east elevation, there is another four-pane window on the first floor 
and a (six-over-six or eight-over-eight) window on the second floor. The now-enclosed frame rear 
addition behind the east pen has an eight-over-eight window on the east elevation with no indication 
of an exterior door (James 1977e). It is not known if/which of the window openings are original 
or later additions. 

The original roofing material of Munford Inn likely was wood shingles (Figure 15), and 
the exterior walls of the pens and rear shed above the logs appear to be vertical boards (Figure 
16). An undated, post-1915 postcard with a photograph of the building shows a rock rubble 
foundation along the front façade (www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/post-card-inn-munfordville-
ky-andrew-1856160716). A distinctive feature of Munford Inn is the massive central chimney of 
rough-cut mortared limestone with a brick-lined firebox. It is an exterior end chimney for the 
original east pen, and an internal chimney for the later west pen. The fireplace openings into the 
two first-floor have segmental arches, and there is a niche in the west pen’s fireplace. There 
likely are fireplace opening(s) in the second-floor room(s) so the chimney would draw properly. 

http://www.munfordvillestories.com
http://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/post-card-inn-munfordville-ky-andrew-1856160716
http://www.worthpoint.com/worthopedia/post-card-inn-munfordville-ky-andrew-1856160716
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The second floor was accessed by a ladder in the southeast corner of the west pen. Interior floors 
are wood plank (James 1977e).  

There have been at least two, and possibly three, rounds of alterations and renovations to 
Munford Inn. It is possible that renovations were made, such as window openings, when the 
building became a private residence in the late 19th century (Sizemore et al. n.d.). Based on historic 
photographs, postcards, and a newspaper article, between 1915-1925 a shed porch with a low-
sloping roof supported by six unhewn log posts with constructed across the entire front façade. 
Standing-seam metal roof sheeting was installed on the roofs of the pens and shed additions. After 
the Munfordville Women’s Club purchased the property in 1953, they completed extensive 
restorations and made several alterations. On the exterior, the front porch was removed, the 
foundation was reinforced with cement blocks, the roof was replaced with hand-split red oak 
shingles, logs were recoated in creosote, chinking was replaced with cement, windows and doors 
were repaired, the porch behind the east pen was enclosed and covered with board-and-batten, and 
the vertical boards above the logs were replaced with board-and-batten siding. On the interior, both 
fireplaces on the first floor were cleaned and repaired, pasteboard and paper wall coverings were 
removed, and a bathroom/storage area was installed in the enclosed porch (James 1977e).  

A second business-related resource in Munfordville is the Chapline Building (Ht-6). Listed 
in 1980 for significant architecture, the Main Street commercial building is a two-story Victorian 
constructed in 1892 or 1893 by Joseph B. Chapline (1821-1905). His parents were Isaac Chap-
line (1792-1873), a Christian preacher, and Virginia (Woodson) Chapline (1795-1881), who 
married in Mercer County in 1812 and moved to what would become Hart County in 1815. Rev. 
Isaac and Virginia Chapline were early adherents to the Stone-Campbell Restoration Movement 
(Section 3.3.4) and are interred in the Chapline Cemetery in Munfordville (Section 3.4.17). 
Joseph’s sister Eliza Belle (Chapline) Woodson (1825-1891) married A. L. Woodson and their 
former farmstead is part of the Battle of Munfordville historic district (Section 3.4.10). Joseph 
B. Chapline married Eleanor Jane (Garlinghouse) Chapline (1821-1917) in 1844 or 1855 and 
they apparently did not have children. They are buried in Munfordville Municipal Cemetery 
(James 1977b, www.findagrave.com). 

Joseph B. Chapline was involved in numerous business enterprises in the mid-late 1800s in 
Munfordville. “In the 1865 edition of the Kentucky State Gazetteer he is listed as a banker and 
dealer in dry goods and groceries. In subsequent years he was listed as running a general store 
(1879-80) and again in 1895-96 and selling farm implements (1883-84)” (James 1977b:1). At the 
time he conducted business out of his namesake building, he was proprietor of a general store on 
the first floor and rented office space on the second floor (James 1977b).  

The Chapline Building housed a number of businesses, including a barber shop, shoe store, dry 
goods store, drug store, several bakeries, the Hart County News printing office, the first county 
telephone exchange, doctor’s office, congressional office, World War II enlistment office, and the 
law offices of F. W. Wheeler, Cap R. Carden, and Judge Henry A. Watkins. Currently the building 
houses the Hart County Historical Society (Section 3.3.10) and Hart County Museum (Section 
3.4.14), one of the archives consulted as part of the current research project (Section 3.2.3). The 
Chapline Building is part the Old Munfordville Walking Tour (Hart County Historical Society and 
Museum 2015, James 1977b, Sizemore et al. n.d.).  

https://www.findagrave.com
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The Chapline Building is a two-story brick building on a rough-cut limestone foundation. The 
bricks, reportedly fired in 1819 or 1821 in a kiln at the old county fairgrounds, were reused from 
the first Hart County Courthouse after it was torn down. The brickwork is a combination of running 
and common (American) bonds. The most distinctive architectural feature of the building is the 
decorated cast-iron store front on the first floor, which surrounds four bays: two plate glass 
windows, one single door, and a recessed double door. It was made by Mesker Company in Evans-
ville. The second floor has three recessed bays with heavy ornate molded cornices over the 
windows and projecting brick corbels along the top edges of the recesses. The front façade also 
features a decorated, pressed-metal, bracketed cornice with an upward-projecting parapet labeled 
CHAPLINE. There are four brick chimneys along the stepped gables of each side elevation, as 
well as three lower and four upper windows with segmental openings (James 1977b, Sizemore et al. 
n.d.). “The Chapline Building is the finest remaining Victorian commercial building in the county 
and one of few to survive in downtown Munfordville” (James 1977b:1).  

Constructed in ca. 1895 on Main Street, the Hart County Deposit Bank and Trust Company 
Building (Ht-9) was listed in 1980 under Criteria A and C for significance in commerce and archi-
tecture. It shares several similarities with the Chapline Building. It, too, is a two-story, brick 
Victorian commercial building on a rough-cut limestone foundation. The first floor of the front 
façade has decorated cast-iron pilasters on the ends, colonettes separating four bays with two plate 
glass windows and two single doors, and a top molding with dentile decorations. The second floor 
has three bays with windows topped by heavy ornate molded cornices and metal brackets. Above 
the windows are three recessed areas with projecting brick corbels along the top edges. The 
brickwork is common (American) bond, the roofline is stepped gables, and the side elevations 
have segmental windows. The original cornice was gone at the time of listing. There are door 
openings on each side, as well as three one-story extensions off the rear (James 1977d). “It is one 
of approximately five Victorian commercial buildings remaining in Munfordville and one of only 
two with the cast iron storefront” (James 1977d:1). Images of the building on Google Maps show 
that since 2008 the cast-iron dentile molding is detaching from the front façade, and major cracks 
have developed in the bricks above the molding.  

According to James (1977d), Hart County Deposit Bank and Trust Company was the original 
office of the first and only (as of 1977) banking institution in Munfordville. “In the 1883-84 edition 
of the Kentucky State Gazetteer it is noted in the description of Munfordville that ‘a bank is needed’ 
(p. 505), and by the time the 1895-96 edition had come out the ‘Hart County Deposit Bank and 
Trust Company (capital $35,000)’ had been established, with J. T. Price, President, and J. D. 
Mentze, cashier” (James 1977d:1). To the contrary, Charlie Williams reported that there were two 
banks in town, the first being the National Bank of Munfordville, which opened in 1880 and closed 
in 1936, and the Hart County Deposit Bank and Trust, which opened in 1890 and remains in 
operation today (Sizemore et al. n.d.). However, a 1919 trade publication indicates that The 
National Bank of Munfordville was chartered that year with $25,000 in capital, J. H. Richardson 
as president, and H. F. Mansfield as cashier (William B. Dana Company 1919:1696). According 
to a 1908 trade publication, the Hart County Deposit Banking & Trust Company commenced 
business in 1889 and at that time was led by W. B. Craddock (president), C. W. Mequiar (vice-
president), F. J. Fowler (cashier), H. F. Mansfield (assistant cashier), and R. C. Richardson, I. H. 
Wood, J. R. Highbaugh, and Pat Rush (directors) (The Audit Company of New York 1908).  
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The bank, now known as Hart County Bank & Trust, moved to a modern building on Main 
Street on an unspecified date prior the time of listing, at which time the building had been 
converted to a residential function and used as apartments (James 1977d). Since then it has been 
vacant or used as retail space. The Hart County Deposit Bank and Trust Company Building is part 
the Munfordville Cell Phone Tour and a Certified Kentucky Landmark (Sizemore et al. n.d.).  

The other two commerce-related listed resources in Munfordville are residences of prominent 
local businessmen. The Dr. Lewis Barrett [Barret] House (Ht-3), listed 1980 under Criteria B 
and C, is located in downtown Munfordville opposite the county courthouse. The ca. 1835 
residence is significant in the areas of commerce, medicine (Section 3.4.9), and architecture 
(Section 3.4.18). Born in 1801 in Virginia, Dr. Lewis Barret (a.k.a., Barrett) was one of ten children 
of Francis Barret (1763-1832/1833), a trader and Revolutionary War veteran, and Elizabeth 
(Lowry) Barret (1765-1833). Dr. Barret died in Hart County of meningitis in 1854 and was interred 
in the Wood Family Cemetery in Munfordville (Section 3.4.13) with his first wife, Virginia 
“Birchie” (Wood) Barret (1803-1832), who was the sister of General George T. Wood (Sections 
3.4.7 and 3.4.18), and daughter Jane Amelia Barret (1841-1859) (Ancestry.com, James 1977a, 
www.findagrave.com).  

Dr. Barret and five of his sons were successful businessmen in 19 th century Kentucky. He 
operated a general merchandise store in Munfordville and served as president of the L&N Turn-
pike (Section 3.4.20) during the Antebellum period. He also served briefly in the Kentucky state 
legislature. Eldest son Thomas L. Barret (1825-1896) worked for 35 years as president of the 
Bank of Kentucky (a.k.a., Kentucky National Bank) in Louisville. John Wood Barret (1827-
1867) was a merchant in Louisville. After starting his business career working in Louisville 
mercantiles, James S. Barret (1835-1910) became co-owner of the Huber & Barret store, S. 
Barker & Co., and the New York store. Following the Civil War, he organized and served as 
cashier of the highly successful German Security Bank for 23 years, becoming the second 
president in 1890. He also was president of the Louisville Clearing House Association and 
director of the Louisville Water Company. Henry Wood Barret (1843-1923) worked in 
merchandise and banking industries in Louisville before becoming president of Eclipse Woolen 
Mill, a Register-listed property. Youngest son Hugh Lewis Barret (1850-1934) worked in 
merchandising and soon became an investor and officer in Middleton, Barret & Bowen, a 
woodenware dealer, and Giant Tobacco Company, which bankrupted Hugh Barret when it 
folded. He then served as secretary-treasurer, vice president, and president of the Kentucky 
Lithographing Company for over three decades. Hugh Barret also helped to found four 
Presbyterian churches in Louisville. The five brothers and other family members were interred 
in Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville (Chilton 2015, James 1977a, Johnson 1912, Tapp 2012, 
www.findagrave.com). 

 Another Antebellum house in Munfordville listed for its significance to people in commerce, 
as well as military events (Section 3.4.10) and architecture (Section 3.4.18), is the Francis Asbury 
Smith House (a.k.a., Frances Asberry House; Ht-18). Born in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia (now West 
Virginia) to Seth and Harriett (Peck) Smith, Francis Asbury Smith was one of the most successful 
businessmen in Munfordville in the 19th century. He operated a general merchandise store, a large 
meat processing and packing plant, and a petroleum, salt, and oil company (James 1977f, 
Munfordville Visitor Center 2011, www.findagrave.com). Berry Carter Craddock (1836-1896), a 
Munfordville businessman, was treasurer of the “F. A. Smith Packing Company” for many years 
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(Kerr et al. 1922a:519). “F. A. Smith’s Pork House and adjoining property” burned in 1883, with 
reported losses of $75,000 and an insurance payout of $21,000 (No Author 1883: 152). After the 
fire Smith reportedly moved his family to Missouri in ca. 1889 (James 1977f), but he was interred 
in a family plot in the Munfordville Municipal Cemetery after his death in 1894, along with both 
his wives and several other family members (www.findagrave.com). In addition, his second wife 
Lizzie died in Munfordville in 1900 (Daugherty n.d.).  

The only register-listed tavern in Barren County is Bell’s Tavern (a.k.a., Belle’s Tavern, Bn-
312) in Park City. Initially constructed of brick by postmaster William Bell on his expansive 
plantation in 1822 to serve as a stagecoach stop for travelers on the L&N Turnpike, the tavern and 
its owner/operator catered to tourists after Mammoth Cave was developed as an attraction. By the 
1840s the tavern was an attraction in its own right, its reputation for hospitality and peach brandy 
known throughout the United States and Europe. The original structure burned in 1858 after 
William Bell’s death. In 1860 his grandson, William F. Bell, and George Proctor, who married 
Bell’s widow, began construction on a second tavern, the massive structure built of limestone 
quarried several miles from Park City. With the outbreak of the Civil War, the second tavern was 
never completed. The second tavern is significant for the late construction date using solid dry-
stone masonry in the Italianate style. Archeologists documented builder’s and robber’s trenches 
associated with both taverns, as well as remnants of associated outbuildings like the ice house, 
kitchen, and slave houses around the tavern. The stone tavern and several surrounding acres are now 
preserved as the Bell’s Tavern Historical Park (Murray-Wooley 1983, Seiter and Stottman 2007, 
Stottman 1999).  

In Horse Cave, the 1911 Poynter Building (Ht-84) on East Main Street is a two-story, flat-
roofed, running bond, brick building consisting of two identical adjoining buildings. The front 
façades of each have large plate-glass windows and a central recessed entry all topped by five 
plate-glass transom windows on the first floor. The second floor has three bays in a recessed field 
over a continuous smooth limestone sill, each bay having a double-hung wooden window with 
rusticated limestone lintels. A steel beam with rosettes between the two floors span the two 
buildings between the two floors, as does a brick cornice with header bond above the second-floor 
windows. A centrally placed stone block frieze with “POYNTER” carved in bas relief tops the 
cornice. The Poynter Building was renovated in the 1980s for use by Horse Cave Theatre (Section 
3.3.2) (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Warren County 

Three commercial buildings contribute to the original Smiths Grove Historic District on First 
Street near the corner of Main Street. Though diverse in form and building material, they represent 
the largest contiguous set of historic buildings in the town center. The William H. Cooke Building 
(Wa-34) is a one-story frame building with the original metal façade. Constructed in the last quarter 
of the 19th century, the building originally served as a drugstore. Farmers Bank (Wa-35) is a 
small, two-story building constructed of limestone blocks in ca. 1890s. Architecturally, it is 
significant for its elaborate embellishments and ornamentation, as well as for being one of few 
historic cut stone buildings in the county outside Bowling Green. The J. W. Cooke Building (Wa-
36) is a two-story brick and stone building with a wooden cornice and modified storefront. 
Constructed by George Wilcoxin in 1912, the building housed a store (Gibbs and Henderson 
1978k).  

https://www.findagrave.com
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In 2007 the boundaries of the Smiths Grove Historic District were increased to, essentially, the 
northern half of the town: from the L&N railroad line in the south, Hedge Street at the western 
edge and Kentucky Street at the eastern edge of the municipal limits, and Smiths Grove Cemetery 
at the northern limit. The number and identities of contributing properties included in the 
expansion were not indicated in the nomination. 

Other Significant Business and Commerce Resources 

There are 21 business-commerce resources in the project area that are not listed in the National 
Register but are significant or potentially significant based on archival evidence and key informant 
interviews. They include three resort hotels, a group of ten motels and four associated businesses 
on Route 31W, and four stores. 

Though no longer standing, a business identified by community members as culturally 
significant in archival records is the second Mammoth Cave Hotel (Edmonson County High 
School 1981). It was a 22-room hotel constructed in 1919 after the original hotel burned in 1916. 
Additions were constructed in 1925 and 1930. The New Mammoth Cave Hotel replaced it in 1965 
(National Park Service 2015a). 

Also in Edmonson County, Chalybeate Springs and Chameleon Springs (a.k.a., Sulphur 
Springs) in Chalybeate south of the park were popular mineral spring resorts with hotels and 
numerous outbuildings identified decades ago by local informants as significant (VanCleve and 
Cummings 1968). A Kentucky historical marker #2484 recently was erected at Chalybeate in June 
2016 to recognize the importance of the two resorts (Zaccone 2016). Artist Dr. Dale Gray 
previously owned the Chalybeate Springs resort property (Samuel Dale Gray, personal 
communication 2016) and was instrumental in the erection of the marker. 

Chameleon Springs- Pioneer “long hunters” often camped at mineral springs 
located nearby. In 1804, their campsite became the location of Chameleon 
Springs Hotel. A summer resort with five different mineral waters and many 
activities, it operated until the early 1930s. An 1825 meeting at Bryan’s Tavern at 
Chameleon Springs formally established Edmonson County. 
 
Chalybeate Springs- Discovered by Dr. William Ford in the early 1800s, the 
springs were famous for their supposed healing powers. The Chalybeate Springs 
Hotel provided dancing, dining, horse racing, golf, tennis, and fox hunting. 
Andrew Jackson is said to have visited often after his presidency. A popular resort 
for more than 100 years, it closed during World War II. 

 
Major John Hendrix settled near Chameleon Springs, bringing with him 69 enslaved 

individuals who built a road from Chameleon Springs to Mammoth Cave and worked in the 
Mammoth Cave saltpeter operation (Warnell 1997). “The resort was built by Robert Bryant and 
was first called Bryant Tavern” (Rennick 2016b:29). The three-story hotel was situated on the road 
between Bowling Green and Grayson County. Sometime after the resort closed, the Allen heirs 
purchased the hotel building and demolished it, though local residents continue to use the mineral 
water (Rennick 2016b).  
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Turning to significant motels resources, there is a group of ten historic motels and four 
associated businesses along Route 31W, the former Dixie Highway, in Cave City and Horse Cave. 
As gateways to the national park and surrounded by numerous tourist attractions, many merchants 
in Cave City and, to a lesser extent, Park City have used natural and historical themes, especially 
“references to the area’s cave legacy,” in branding and promoting their businesses (Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004:51). Most motels in Cave City were constructed on affordable tracts in the 1950s, 
when automobile tourism in the cave region was booming and the need for tourist lodging growing. 
Their non-standardized yet similar architecture featured family-oriented domestic imagery, 
reminiscent of ranch houses or with Colonial Revival style, to provide travelers with a home-like 
experience. Brick and Bedford stone veneer were common construction materials. Motel 
footprints, which often expanded through additions, conformed to lot shapes and sizes (Kennedy 
and Macintire 2004). 

Kennedy and Macintire (2004) identified six signif-
icant motel resources in Cave City as part of a tour of Dixie 
Highway roadside architecture. In addition to Wigwam 
Village No. 2 (described previously), they are Holiday 
Motel, Cave City Budget Inn [Cave City Motor Court], 
Countryside Inn [Jolly’s Motel], Cave Land Motel, and 
Travel Inn [Twin City Motel]. Two additional similar 
motor inns are Ambassador Motel and Star Motel. Because 
all predate the construction of I-65, they are clustered on 
Route 31W away from the newer branded hotels and other 
businesses at the interstate interchange. During their brief  
heyday from the 1950s-1960s, their marketing materials consistently stressed their proximity to 
Mammoth Cave National Park, domestic- and family-focused amenities (Figure 17), and 
affiliations with automobile and lodging associations. Due to the now half-century period of 
competition with modernized hotels, except for Wigwam, all are struggling to stay maintained and 
occupied and they largely lack online presence through web sites or social media. 

Figure 17. Photograph on Undated Circa Late 
1960s-Early 1970s Postcard for Twin City 
Motel and Restaurant (www.ebay.com).

Postcards were a common way of publicizing the Cave City motels at their peak. W. Ray Scott 
(1913-1987) shot many of the photographs featured on their postcards. Born in Metcalfe County, 
Scott began a long career documenting national parks in 1935 when he was hired to photograph 
CCC camps and construction projects in the western U.S. and at Mammoth Cave. From 1946-1967 
he worked as photographer and public relations director for National Parks Concessions, Inc. at 
Mammoth Cave and many other parks. He held several tourism-related state government posts 
from 1967-1981. He garnered high praise for his cave photography. Scott is buried in Cave City 
Cemetery, and his children recently donated 20,000 of his photographs to the WKU Department 
of Library Special Collections (Richey and Jeffrey 2018).  

The Holiday Motel is a one-story, modified L-shape, ranch-style motor inn at the intersection 
of North Dixie Highway and Old Bardstown Road. Clad in red brick veneer, the building has on 
overhanging roof supported by decorative wrought iron posts that protects the exterior doors to the 
rooms. The domestic theme is/was expressed through features such as shuttered windows, screen 
doors, and concrete benches. The parking lot parallels the road-facing single-pile bank of rooms. 
A large googie-style sign (a sign with futuristic elements, popular in the 1930s-1950s) originally 
had the motel name, a yellow boomerang arrow, vacancy notification, American Automobile 
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MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 209 

Association (AAA) endorsement, and information about amenities like free tv and wall-to-wall 
carpeting. A later painted appendage to the original sign announced recent renovations, large 
televisions, credit cards accepted, internet service, reasonable rates, and weekly and monthly 
occupancy options, reflecting contemporary amenity expectations of travelers and attempts to 
compete with newer motels. The current sign retains only three original elements – the hotel name, 
boomerang, and vacancy notification – and the painted appendage has been replaced with 
readerboard (Google Maps, Kennedy and Macintire 2004).  

An undated circa 1950s postcard for the Holiday Motel bears the AAA symbol and this text 
on the back: “Gateway to Mammoth Cave National Park” / Newest and Most Downtown Motel in 
Cave City / within 1 ½ Blocks of 4 Good Restaurants. / Air-Conditioned – Electric Heat – Free 
T.V. – Tub & Shower. / Connecting Rooms. / “It costs no more to go First Class.” The same 
description appears on the back of a later postcard with a 1967 signature, and the front photograph 
of the motel shows an inviting swimming pool enclosed in fencing similar to the decorative 
wrought iron posts that is under the motel eaves. The pool, situated between the road and parking 
lot, was not pictured on the earlier postcard and was gone by 2004-2008 (www.cardcow.com, 
www.ebay.com). Because the motor inn was not mentioned by Ellzey and Reynolds in their 1957 
recounting of businesses along Route 31W, it likely was constructed after that date. 

Originally called the Cave City Motor Court and later the Cave City Motel, the Cave City 
Budget Inn is a one-story, modified U-shape, ranch-style, brick-veneer motor inn with several 
additions. It, too, features an overhanging roof formerly supported by decorative wrought iron 
posts that protects the exterior doors to the rooms, a parking lot paralleling the road-facing single-
pile bank of rooms, and a domestic theme, here expressed through brick walkways under the eaves 
and a series of large wooden gables along the roofline of the front façade. The large signage 
supported by a triangular vertical metal post is not original and has changed over time; it currently 
features the name, a neon vacancy notification, and one dated amenity, direct dial phones. There 
is a newer street-level painted wooden sign attached to wooden stakes at one end of the parking 
lot; it has the name, phone number, “under new management” announcement, and nightly, weekly, 
and monthly occupation options. There was a swimming pool between the road and parking lot, 
another way to entice travelers to stop and stay for an extended time, but it was dysfunctional by 
2008 and removed by 2013. A degraded rectangular concrete or asphalt pad at the rear of the 
building may be a former sports court (Google Maps, Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 

An undated circa 1950s postcard for the Cave City Motor Court shows that the original neon 
sign was similar to those of other local motels. In addition to a lighted arrow, the sign had the 
motel name, AAA logo, vacancy occupancy indicator, and amenities like television and air 
conditioning. The back of the postcard bears the AAA symbol and the following description: 
Finest Tourist Court in the Cave Region of Ky. / 15 Ultra Modern Brick Units / Hot Water Heat—
Tile Baths—Fully Carpeted / Free Radio / Simmons Beautyrest Mattresses and / Metal Furniture 
/ Reasonable Rates / HEADQUARTERS OF THE MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK 
AREA. An undated pre-1963 postcard had the same text except it boasted 23 units and also had 
the Quality Courts United, Inc. symbol. Founded in 1939 as a nonprofit referral organization, 
Quality Courts United developed into a 600-member consortium of hotels abiding by quality 
standards and offering certain amenities, prior to becoming the for-profit corporation, Quality 
Courts Motels, Inc. in 1963. It later became Quality Inns International then Choice Hotels 
International (Jakle et al. 2002, www.cardcow.com).  

https://www.ebay.com
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The Countryside Inn, formerly a Scottish Inn and originally Jolly’s Motel, is a one-story, 
modified U-shape, ranch-style, brick-veneer motor inn across from Cave City Budget Inn. It 
originally boasted endorsements from the AAA and American Hotel Association (AHA). The 
setting for this 25-unit motel differs from others in town, in that it is deeply set back from Route 
31W, has a low brick wall formerly topped with decorative wrought iron fencing, which separates 
the hotel from the roadside parking lot, and formerly had a large pool directly in front of the entire 
front façade, now a parking lot (Figure 18). On the other hand, it has/had several traits in common 
with other motels: a domestic theme, a grandiose road sign, and a single-pile bank of rooms with 
doors protected by an overhanging roof supported by decorative wrought iron posts. The office, 
clad in Bedford stone, is centered on the building under a large wooden roofline gable. The original 
roadside googie-style sign, set in a low rectangular planter clad in Bedford stone, featured a large 
lateral boomerang arrow and the name, amenities, and vacancy notification on separate rectangular 
and non-rectangular cutouts, all held by three metal posts. By 2004, most of the boomerang and 
other elements were gone, and between 2013-2018 the entire original sign was gone, replaced by 
a low wooden sign for a funeral home in the original planter (Google Maps, Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004). 

Figure 18. Front Cover of 
Undated Jolly’s Motel 
and Restaurant Menu 
(www.flicker.com). 

The Jolly Motel originally offered three additional services that distin-
guished it from other Cave City motor inns. Jolly’s Restaurant was a one-
story detached building between the hotel and highway. Clad in Bedford 
stone, the building had a projecting metal cornice, a projecting vestibule for 
the front entrance, and a low planter wrapping around the front façade 
(Figure 18). With four dining rooms and seating for 200, the eatery offered 
“delicious food, courteous service, delightful atmosphere, dinner music, 
Charbroiled Steaks, Hickory Smoked Kentucky Cured Country Ham, Hot 
Biscuits and Black Cherry Preserves,” according to an undated Jolly’s 
postcard. “One of the premier eating spots in the south,” the restaurant also 
was known for iron skillet fried chicken prepared by chef Dud Tribble. 
Diners included actress Joan Caulfield and musicians Elvis Presley, Minnie 
Pearl, Carl Smith, June Carter, Ken Griffin, Jerry Lee Lewis, Hank 
Williams, Patsy Cline, and Fred Waring.  

Part of the building housed Jolly’s Gift Shop, accessed by another entrance and separated 
visually from the restaurant by a vertical stone-clad pier projecting above the roofline. The gift 
shop specialized in glass-ware, souvenirs, and sundries. In 1969 the family closed the restaurant 
and gift shop, remodeling it substantially for reuse as Bob Hunt Funeral Chapel, operated by Linda 
(Jolly) and Bob Hunt to the present day. Adjacent to the restaurant was Jolly’s Service Station, a 
branded Gulf station that offered fuel, supplies, and car repairs. It was gone sometime before 2004 
(Bob Hunt Funeral Chapel 2016, Ellzey and Reynolds 1957, Google Maps, No Author 2010, 
www.cardcow. com ). 

After operating the Dixie Café/Tea Room (a.k.a., American Café) in Cave City for a few years, 
in 1951 James Joseph “Jimmie Joe” Jolly (1916-2002) and Merida (Royse) Jolly (1921-2016) 
constructed Jolly’s Restaurant and Service Station on Route 31W, adding Jolly’s Motel several 
years later. They owned and operated the business for 18 years until 1969. The couple were very 
active in the civic and commercial organizations in Cave City throughout their lives. They are 
interred in the Cave City Cemetery, for which Mr. Jolly served a board president. Later 
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operators/managers of the motor inn, restaurant, and service station included L. E. Gardner and a 
Mr. London (Bob Hunt Funeral Chapel 2016, Ellzey and Reynolds 1957, No Author 2010, 
www.findagrave.com).  

Situated on a fairly deep setback from Route 31W, Cave Land Motel began as a cottage court, 
the cottages having attached garages. Sometime in the 1950s, the garages were converted to guest 
rooms and the units were connected to form a modified U-shape, one-story, ranch-style motor inn. 
The single-pile block has an overhanging roofline supported by decorative wrought iron posts and 
protecting the road-facing exterior doors. The building was faced with brick veneer, now painted. 
The office is in the center of the building, distinguished by a Colonial Revival pediment, and the 
parking lot parallels the building. The doors are heavy cedar and other woodwork is white oak 
(Google Maps, Kennedy and Macintire 2004, Wood and Wood 1999). 

The large roadside neon sign exists, though modified sometime between 1999-2004. In 1999, 
the owner, identified only as Joe, said: “We have a man who comes out here every month – that’s 
what he does, is neon. And he said, ‘this neon is forty-something years old. So what ever you do, 
don’t get rid of it.’ Of course we won’t get rid of it. This sign was here when we got here; it’ll be 
here when we leave” (Wood and Wood 1999:1). Original elements include the name, arching 
arrow, star shape, and vacancy sign. The AAA logo and panels with amenities were replaced with 
wooden inserts painted with American flags and the phrase “American Owned and Operated.” The 
grassed area between the road and parking lot still has an in-ground swimming pool, recently 
replaced with a fiberglass model. Other amenities listed on vintage postcards include air 
conditioning, family suites, wall-to-wall carpeting, free television, tubs and showers, Beauty Rest 
mattresses, and playground, reinforcing the domestic theme (Google Maps, Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004, motelpostcards.blogspot.com, www.cardcow.com). 

Cave Land Motel was constructed and operated by the Combs family: Thomas Grant Combs 
(1892-1968) and Charlotte “Lottie” (Stacy) Combs (1896-1997), their son Thomas Clyde Combs 
(1918-2002), daughter Doris Estelle (Combs) Donselman (1927-2012), and son-in-law Maynard 
Henry Donselman (1926-1997), all of whom are interred in the Cave City Cemetery (Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004, www.findagrave.com). “The elder Combs lived in an apartment behind the office, 
like many of the other owner/operators. Local kids tried to make friends with their children so they 
could swim in the pool. The Combs operated it until the late 1980s” (Kennedy and Macintire 
2005:54). According to Wood and Wood (1999:1), the owner told them the motel “draws it spirit 
from the wife of the man who first built it. By the time of our visit, she’d [Lottie Combs] recently 
died; she was 101 years old. … On Sunday, her day out, she’d ask to be driven to the Cave Land 
so she could remember.” 

The Travel Inn originally was the Twin City Motor Court and Twin City Motel and 
Restaurant, reflecting its location between Cave City and Horse Cave, though closer to the 
former. The business began in the 1930s-1940s as a cabin court that included a restaurant. The 
individual who constructed and operated the cabin court originally is not known, but in 1957 Harry 
Perry Doyle (1903-1990) and Bessie (Stiles) Doyle (1903-1974) were the owners of Doyle’s 
Restaurant and the motel (Ellzey and Reynolds 1957, Kennedy and Macintire 2004, 
www.ebay.com, www.findagrave.com). “Harry Doyle did a good job. His meals were tasty and 
affordable” (Ellzey and Reynolds 1957:3). 

https://www.findagrave.com
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In 1958 George King Fischer (1902-1999) and Lurline (Cole) Fischer (1904-1999) built a motor 
inn on the property. They operated it for over two decades, until 1970 or 1975. At one point the 
owners-operators of the motor court were Frank Hester and Fred Downs. Twin City differed from 
other Cave City motor inns in its double-bar layout of buildings, with two parallel but offset linear 
blocks of rooms parallel to Route 31W. One is adjacent to the restaurant-front office building and 
the other behind the two. There is an awning between the front office and adjacent block that forms 
a drivable gateway to the block behind. Several original cabins still exist between the two blocks. A 
grassed strip separates the motel complex from the roadway (Google Maps; Gorin 1999a, 1999b; 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004; www.cardcow.com; www.ebay.com; www.findagrave.com).  

The motel shares several formal characteristics with other local motor inns, such as single 
story, mixture of Bedford stone and brick veneer, units with doors facing the roadway, parking 
areas adjoining the room doors, and overhanging eaves shielding the doors and supported by 
decorative wrought iron posts, the latter being ca. 1958-1970 additions based on vintage postcard 
images. A Neo-Colonial style was reflected by cupolas and weather vanes on the three main 
buildings, removed between 2008-2013 when the roofs were replaced, and the domestic theme is 
reflected in window shutters and room furnishings. Sometime before 2004, the restaurant building, 
except for the front office, was repurposed to a residence, presumably for the owner or manager 
(Google Maps, Kennedy and Macintire 2004, www.cardcow.com, www.ebay.com).  

Vintage postcards for Twin City Motor Court and Twin City Motel and Restaurant bear the 
American Automobile Association and United Motor Courts logos, the latter being a membership 
consortium of motel owners founded in 1933 that published an annual guide, references to 
Mammoth Cave and cave country, and lists of amenities including wall-to-wall carpet, shower and 
bath, air conditioning and electric or steam heat, room phones, television, ample parking, heated 
swimming and wading pools (now gone), and associated restaurant with “delicious Kentucky food 
at moderate prices in pleasant surroundings” (www.cardcow.com, , www.ebay.com) (Figure 17). 
While the motor court had a low modest roadside sign, the motel and restaurant had a large googie-
style neon sign in a Bedford stone rectangular planter. The sign had the red letters of M O T E L 
and green word RESTAURANT on white rectangles and the blue AAA logo against a large green 
triangular field, the words Twin and City in red circles projecting above, a vacancy sign within a 
red arrow projecting from the side, and a white sign with amenities below. The planter and several 
portions of the modified sign, which now announces daily, weekly, and monthly rates, are still 
present (Google maps, www.cardcow.com, www.ebay.com).  

Figure 19. Postcard Photograph of Ambassador Motel 
and Young’s Restaurant, Postmarked 1956 
(www.ebay.com). 

Across from the Cave City Budget Inn [Cave City 
Motor Court] and adjacent to Countryside Inn [Jolly’s 
Motel] is the former Ambassador Motel. Vintage 
postcard photographs indicate it was a one-story, U-
shape, ranch-style, Bedford-stone and brick-veneer 
motor inn (Figure 19). The motel differed from other 
mid-century motels in Cave City in that it was 
physically connected to a “regionally famous” rest-
aurant, Young’s Restaurant, operated by Harry D. 
and Alene Young, and had an 18-hole miniature golf 
course. However, it had several features in common 
with others: an overhanging roof supported by dec- 
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orative wrought iron posts to shelter the exterior room doors, a parking lot in front of the road-facing 
single-pile bank of rooms, and a domestic theme, here expressed through wood siding flanking 
room doors, two large wooden roofline gables in the central bay of the front façade, and 
landscaping and street lights adjoining the grand sign centered along the road. The original neon 
sign, supported by two columns within a rectangular planter clad in Bedford stone, featured the 
names of the motel and restaurant, an image of a man in a black suit, a star and large arcing arrow, 
and a vacancy notification. Young’s Restaurant was situated at the end of the southern arm of the 
U, opposite the front office at the end of the northern arm (Ellzey and Reynolds 1957, 
www.cardcow.com, www.ebay.com). 

The back of an Ambassador Motel postcard postmarked 1956 (Figure 19) has this text: Main 
Entrance to Mammoth Cave National Park – Con- / venient to all Caves. Accommodations for 120 
Guests. / Swimming Pool. Fully Air Conditioned – Hot Water Heat / – Tile Baths – Simmons 
Beautyrest Mattresses – Free / Radio – Television Optional. YOUNG’S RESTAURANT in / 
Connection – Specializing in Sizzling Steaks, Country / Ham and Hot Biscuits. Mr. & Mrs. Dick 
Mouser – Co- / Owners and Managers. Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Young, / Restaurant Operators. It 
noticeably lacked symbols of automobile and motel associations. An undated vintage matchbook 
for Young’s Restaurant and Ambassador Motel features similar content: Gateway to Mammoth 
Cave National Park, Air Conditioned, Sizzling Steaks thick & juicy, Free TV, Free Evening Paper, 
Miniature Golf, Swimming Pool, Golf Driving Range, and Restaurant Specializing in Quality 
Steaks, Country Ham, Fried Chicken, Hot Biscuits (www.ebay.com). 

An original menu dated 1972 invited travelers to “Enjoy Delicious Meals and Your Stay with 
Us.” The wide menu of breakfast, lunch, and dinner selections featured one that harkened to a 
foodways tradition: Kentucky’s Most Celebrated Dish Country Ham / Smoked with Green Hickory / 
In the Smokehouse by Gatton Farms with an Art “Handed Down.” The back suggested that 
transportation to cave attractions was provided to guests: “Trips to Mammoth Cave start at nine 
o’clock and each hour thereafter. Trips for the Four Privately Owned Caves are continuous” 
(www.ebay.com). Sometime after 1972 when then business owner, Glenn B. Cook, last filed an 
annual report (Kentucky Secretary of State), the Ambassador Motel was converted to Hunt’s Storage 
Units, a business operated by Bob Hunt that still occupies the building (Google Maps). According 
to Kennedy and Macintire 2004:54), “the reuse of aging motels to serve as storage units is fairly 
common in Kentucky.” 

Located at the intersection of Route 31W and Highway 90, the Star Motel has three linear 
blocks of units, two of which are parallel but offset, and a third that is angled about 10-15° off 
perpendicular to the other two blocks. The main block, which has the front office in a gabled 
projecting bay in the center of the front façade, faces the former Dixie Highway, and the almost 
perpendicular building faces Highway 90. There are grassed areas between the road and parking 
lots adjoining these two blocks of rooms. A rectangular ghost pattern in the parking lot in front of 
the office could be an infilled swimming pool. The smaller bar block is accessed behind the other 
two buildings and has doors along the non-road-facing façade (Google Maps).  

Like other Cave City motor inns, the blocks at Star Motel are one story, brick veneer, single 
pile banks of units with exterior door facing the road ways and protected by overhanging eaves 
supported by decorative wrought iron posts. The domestic theme is conveyed with window 
shutters and benches (Google Maps). It is unclear if the three blocks were constructed at the same 

https://www.cardcow.com
https://www.ebay.com
https://www.ebay.com
https://www.ebay.com


MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 214 

time, as no vintage postcards or other historic descriptions of the motor inn were found, but at least 
the main block likely dates to the mid-century, like similar motels nearby. 

The original Star Motel neon road sign – a large blue star with the lighted hotel name in Vegas-
like lettering and small lighted stars along the outside of three points – still exists but sometime 
after 1999-2000 the small stars and other neon lights were removed and replaced with a painted 
panel. A recent painted wood road sign advertises daily, weekly, and monthly rates; studio 
apartments and kitchenettes; and amenities such as in-house laundry, spa, and hot tub room 
(Google Maps, Wood and Wood 1999). Like other local motels, there are owners/managers 
quarters on-site. In 1999, then owner Pat, said of the motel to a traveler: “We’ve all put a lot of 
time into it. You can see the flowers – we just got done spending three hours doing the flowers 
tonight. It’s a business, but it’s also my home” (Wood and Wood 1999:1).  

In Hart County, Kennedy and Macintire (2004) listed Horse Cave Motel in Horse Cave as 
significant roadside architecture along the former Dixie Highway. The modified L-shape, ranch-
style motor inn clad in Bedford stone is listed among “mom and pop” establishments at 
www.motelguide.com. John W. “Johnny” Smith (1919-1985) and Sara (Kerr) Smith (1919-2005), 
who also owned the former Speedway Motor Court on Route 31W, completed construction of the 
Horse Cave Motel in 1953 and incorporated it in 1954. The central block, which is oriented 
diagonally in the angle of the L, is two stories and contains a motel office and rental units. There 
are two large poured concrete stairs on the front façade that provide access to the second story. 
The Neo-Colonial style is reflected in the cupola atop the roof of the central block. The central 
block is flanked on both sides by one-story, single-pile blocks forming the L shape (Google Maps, 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004, www.amazon.com, www.findagrave.com). 

All of the road-facing doors of the 23-25 units at the Horse Cave Motel are protected by 
overhanging eaves supported by decorative wrought iron posts. Domestic elements include 
window shutters and wooden benches on the exterior, and California redwood paneling on the 
interior. The parking lot off Route 31W wraps in front of the buildings around a central grassed 
area, where a pool formerly was located. In the 1970s the motel was located adjacent to two 
restaurants and near golf. In its heyday, the hotel was endorsed by or listed with AAA, the 
American Hotel Association, and the Quality Courts Guide Book. The original roadside sign is 
gone. The motel currently has a presence on Facebook (@horsecavemotel) (Google Maps, 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004, www.amazon.com, www.ebay.com, www.flickr.com). 

Another Horse Cave motel listed online among “mom and pop motels” is Blue Grass Motel, 
formerly Blue Grass Motor Court, on Route 31W. At the time of the motor court, the building 
was a V-shaped, one-story block of units with a flat roof, small floating roofs over the road-facing 
doors, and some glass block windows. The building material is not known, but there was a 
Southwest character to the building. Window awnings were added later. The motor court offered 
steam heat, cross ventilation, private baths, free radio, and Simmons furniture. Endorsed by AAA 
and United Motor Courts, the motor court had a somewhat plain rectangular road sign on the strip 
of grass between the highway and arching parking lot (www.cardcow.com, www.uspost-
cards.com).  

At an unknown date, the Blue Grass Motor Court was transformed into the Blue Grass Motel, 
a modified V-shape, one-story, ranch-style motor inn. It has a gabled roof that slightly overhangs 
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the road-facing exterior doors, but it lacks the decorative wrought iron posts present at other local 
motor inns. The lower half of the building is faced with Bedford stone. The floating roofs over the 
doors are gone, though a few window awnings remain. Window shutters promote a domestic 
theme. The motel office is in the center of the building, distinguished by a small front gable, and 
there is an addition off the rear of the building behind the office. The parking lot still parallels the 
building around a small arc of grass. By 2008 a moderate-sized googie-style roadside sign topped 
with a streetlight was gutted, though the boomerang arrow is still visible (Google Maps). 

Community members identified three general stores as culturally significant in archival records 
(Edmonson County High School 1981, 1983). In the park, Demunbrun Store, a two-story frame 
structure at Mammoth Cave, served local communities until it was razed during park creation. 
Outside the park, Kerr Store and Bewley General Store in Edmonson County were businesses 
in one-story frame structures. The former possibly was operated by Lewis Kerr in/near Stockholm 
(Graham n.d.). The latter was located in Brownsville until its demolition in 1978 or 1989 at the 
site of the current Dairy Queen store. It was painted by artist Dr. Dale Gray (Section 3.3.2). 

An extant store in Edmonson County is potentially significant. Pate’s Cake Shop in Bee 
Spring was runner up in the sweet spot category of the eats and drinks section of the annual “Best 
in Kentucky” readers’ poll by Kentucky Living (Witt 2018). 

3.4.4  Community Events at the Park  

Community events at the park refer to public events on park property but organized and 
sponsored by community groups rather than park divisions. These can include picnics, special 
guided hikes, weddings, and birthday parties. 

Homecomings for families dispossessed by park creation are an example of community events 
at the park. These are special days, weekends, or weeks when former residents and their families 
return to the park and gather together to recollect and share fellowship. Warnell (1997) described 
the importance that such events play in helping these families maintain connections to their former 
homeplaces and communities. Little other information about park homecomings was found in 
archival records or provided by key informant interviews. 

Community events with mortuary functions, such as grave decorating events at cemeteries and 
graveyards, are covered in that sub-section below.  

3.4.5  Education and Schools 

Definitions and Context 

Education – the formal and informal instruction, teaching, or training of students of all ages, 
especially youth, in general knowledge, reasoning, and/or particular knowledge or skills – is a 
fundamental land use in the project area. As there is little evidence available about educational 
systems or practices prior to historic settlement of the project area, the following discussion of 
educational land use and associated cultural resources focuses on the Historic period. 

Prior to the 20th century, Kentucky lacked a statewide organizational structure for the funding 
and delivery of educational services through a free public school system. Instead, local school 
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districts operated mostly independently, setting educational standards and raising resources through 
taxation. Such efforts typically disproportionally benefitted Euro-American students to the 
detriment of African American students, who in rural areas often were forced to attend segregated 
schools in adjoining counties (Kennedy and Johnson 2002).  

Kentucky’s earliest efforts to support public education focused on establishing land-grant 
seminaries in each county on property provided by the state and with funding from local sources 
and subscription fees paid by pupils. The initiative had limited success due to corruption, a limited 
pool of students who could afford tuition, and general lack of public support. In the 1820s-1830s, 
state government then turned its attention to creating a system of free common or public schools 
supported, initially, by federal flow-through funding distributed to counties. Administrative and 
ongoing financial responsibility was held primarily by local school districts, district trustees, and 
county school administrators, with limited direction from a newly created State Board of 
Education. In 1848, Kentuckians approved a referendum for a statewide school tax (Kennedy and 
Johnson 2002), and the 1850 state constitution made common schools free “for all white children 
in the state for the exclusive purpose of primary and secondary education” (Kennedy and Johnson 
2002:18). 

During the Frontier and Antebellum periods, there were few formal educational opportunities 
for African Americans in Kentucky, though the practice was not prohibited by law. In the Post-
bellum period, however, the federal Freedmen’s Bureau and religious organizations helped to 
establish segregated schools for African Americans. By the early 1870s, about 10,500 pupils 
attended over 200 schools in Kentucky, many of which were single rooms in churches. In 1874, a 
common school system for African Americans was established in the state, the organizational 
structure of which was similar to that for white students, except that county commissioners, often 
white men, held major decision-making authority. Black schools were to be constructed at 
“suitable” distances from white schools, and initially they were funded by local African American 
resources, which generally were inadequate. In 1881 the state enacted a law equalizing state 
funding for the segregated white and black schools, in theory at least (Kennedy and Johnson 2002). 

By the 20th century, Kentucky’s educational achievements lagged considerably behind other 
states, prompting attempts at reform. Legislation passed in 1908 radically changed the state 
educational system, with the state superintendent’s office assuming more responsibility for 
curriculum development, school construction, and teacher certification. Legislation also created a 
hierarchical organization of county administrators and it centralized authority over public schools at 
the county level. The state school code was changed to eliminate city and most independent school 
districts, leaving more consolidated county school districts. To supplement state funding, counties 
were given more authority to levy taxes to support public education. Interest in improving 
efficiencies, coupled with improvements in transportation and road systems, resulted in the closure 
of many schools with low enrollments, such as those held in one-room buildings. However, in 
counties with a strong sense of independence, local citizens and administrators resisted efforts at 
educational centralization (Kennedy and Johnson 2002). 

Other changes in the early 20th century involved the state establishing an expanded standard-
ized curriculum, acceptable textbook lists, school attendance mandates, minimum qualifications 
for school administrators, licensing standards for teachers, two normal schools for teacher training 
(now WKU and EKU), and at least one high school per county, though the latter requirement was 
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not instituted for some African American students, who instead were forced to attend segregated 
schools in other counties. Inequities in educational opportunities for white and black students 
continued throughout the first half of the 20th century, especially in rural areas of the state 
(Kennedy and Johnson 2002). “In spite of these difficulties, though, African Americans succeeded 
in becoming doctors, lawyers, bankers, and laborers for the black community” (Kennedy and 
Johnson 2002:26). 

The primary physical manifestation of education on Kentucky’s landscape is the school or 
schoolhouse, a building or institution where educational instruction is provided. “Kentucky’s 
school buildings have undergone numerous changes over the course of time,” inside and out, and 
those variations reflect changes in educational missions and architectural meanings for communities 
(Kennedy and Johnson 2002:34). 

“Schools were often one of the first structures built by settlers in order to educate their children 
and make their homesteads permanent” (Kennedy and Johnson 2002:34). Through the 1920s, 
educational buildings in rural areas tended to be one- and two-room schools, where teachers 
provided primary and sometimes secondary instruction across subject areas. Such buildings, 
constructed on marginal land and used primarily in summer and fall months, fulfilled educational 
needs without major financial investments. In plan, form, and appearance, early school buildings 
resembled rural churches: one story, one open room, gabled front entrance, minimal external 
ornamentation, and large open interior room. Log construction prevailed until about 1880-1900, 
when clapboard-sided frame school buildings became common. By the 1920s, about half of the 
state’s one- and two-room schools were in disrepair (Kennedy and Johnson 2002) and they were 
rapidly being replaced with different types of educational buildings. It is important to note that 
Kentucky not only lost an iconic type of architecture, but “Kentucky lost an abundant amount of 
its social, cultural, and educational heritage when its one-room schools were closed” (Montell 
2011:1). 

Like stores and post offices, schools were established based not only on population 
numbers, but the reality of transportation networks. Every crossroad community and 
hamlet boasted its own school in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, but 
with better roads and more reliable transportation, small one and two-room schools 
faded and closed. Schools consolidated with the nearest community, a pattern 
followed from 1920 through the 1960s, when county-wide consolidation measures 
began to be implemented (Kentucky Archaeological Survey 2017d). 

In addition to transportation improvements, expansion of federal funding contributed to the 
transition away from small dispersed school buildings and toward instructional consolidation 
(Kennedy and Johnson 2002). Prior to World War II, Works Progress Administration (WPA) funds 
“were used across Kentucky to construct new brick and stone school buildings, classroom additions, 
cafeterias, gymnasiums, and other related educational structures. Nearly all of these substantial 
structures were built to accommodate students from one- and two-room schools in rural areas” 
(Kennedy and Johnson 2002:29). Constructed in small towns on prominent sites, these larger often 
multistory facilities with large windows were promoted as educational and social/civic centers of 
communities, and the incorporation of popular architectural stylistic elements and embellishments, 
such as those associated with Colonial Revival and Art Deco, helped to convey this new role of 
school buildings (Kennedy and Johnson 2002). 
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After the second world war, major educational changes in the state involved redistribution of 
funding and desegregation, and by the mid 1960s 95% of school districts were integrated, with 
African American students transferring to former all-white schools. As African American schools 
closed, an unfortunate consequence was the loss of Afrocentric educational content and employ-
ment for black educators and administrators. Also during this time, design planning emphasizing 
functionality was promoted in new school constructions, and sprawling one-story ranch-style 
buildings became more common (Kennedy and Johnson 2002).  

Because of the rapid rate of deterioration, abandonment, or demolition of older school buildings 
in the U.S., in 2000 the National Trust for Historic Preservation identified these buildings as 
“endangered community assets” and called for states to inventory the most significant ones. The 
Kentucky Heritage Council completed such a study, concluding that the preservation and continued 
use of old school buildings depends largely on local community leadership (Kennedy and Johnson 
2002). “These buildings are often the only public building in small town Kentucky, and can be of 
service to school children and the community for many years to come” (Kennedy and Johnson 
2002:8). 

In addition to the school or schoolhouse, other education-related cultural resources include books 
and curriculum materials, school furnishings, school supplies, class photographs, yearbooks, alma 
mater songs, school traditions, and school narratives, such as those of one-room school teachers 
documented by Montell (2011). 

Education and Schools Resources 

A total of 127 current and former public schools were identified in the project area through 
archival research and key informant interviews. Of these 26 (20%) were on lands now part of the 
park and 101 (80%) were outside the park. Of the latter, the largest proportion are/were in Hart 
County (36%), followed by 29% in Edmonson County, 18% in Barren County, 12% in Grayson 
County, and 6% in Warren County. In addition to the public schools, at least four private or 
secondary schools were located in the project area. None are listed in the National Register.  

Historic 1:62,500-scale topographic maps (Figure 3) and other sources indicate the locations 
of 26 such schools that formerly stood within or at the park boundary (USGS 1922; 1923, 1948; 
1925a; Warnell 1997). In alphabetical order, they are: Age, Big Woods, Cedar Hill, Cedar Spring, 
Chaumont, Chestnut Grove, Dry Branch, Good Spring, Haggard (a.k.a., Big Woods), Joppa, Lick 
Log or Lique Log, Little Hope, Little Jordan, Mammoth Cave (n=2), Maple Spring, Ollie, Poplar 
Spring, Red Oak, Sand Spring, Silent Grove, Stockholm, Temple Hill, Whiteoak or White Oak 
(n=2), and Woolsey.  

The Joppa School building was a log structure, and Lick Log School was located near a large 
spring. The land for Little Jordan School was donated by the grandson of Gregory C. Doyel. 
There were separate schools at Mammoth Cave for whites and African Americans. Warren Coats, 
a descendant of enslaved individuals owned by George Coats (d. 1840), worked at Mammoth Cave 
National Park, along with two other family members, and was the first trustee for the African 
American school at Mammoth Cave. The Sand Spring School was located between the wet and 
dry prongs of Buffalo Creek. When it closed in 1934-1935, students were sent to Lincoln School 
in Edmonson County. Some students walked to the new school, while others took Forrest Davis’s 
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road wagon to Cade and a truck from Cade to Lincoln School (Warnell 1997). Ollie School 
teachers included Henry Sanders and Walter Logsdon, and the school was used for church services 
(Finn 1928a). 

Outside the park, historic maps and other sources indicate the existence of at least 101 historic 
schools. There are 18 in Barren County on historic maps: Amity, Cedar Hill, Chestnut Grove, 
Dixie, Dogwood, Green Plot, Harlow, Jefferson, Lee Seminary, Lincoln, Little Richie, Oak Grove, 
Oak Hill, Mt. Tabor, Raymond Seminary, Sinking Spring, Union Hill, and Walnut Hill (USGS 
1923, 1948; 1935).  

The 29 in Edmonson County are: Blanton, Chalybeate, Cove Hollow, Dripping Spring, Goff, 
Green Hill, Hester (a.k.a., Union Light), Hickory Grove, Icy Sink, Kyrock, Lincoln, Little Hope, 
Little Mountain, Mt. Zion, Nolin, Pine Grove, Poplar Spring, Proper Center, Red Hill, St. Johns, 
Salem, Sinking Spring, Steep Hollow, Sunfish, Sunny Point, Vincent, Wainfield, Watts, and 
Whiteoak (USGS 1920; 1923, 1948; 1925a; 1925b; Warnell 1997).  

Community members identified two Edmonson County schools as culturally significant in 
archival records: Old Brownsville High (Edmonson County High School 1983) and Sunfish 
School (a.k.a., Sunfish High School, Old Hickory School), which operated from at least the 1890s 
to 1979 (Whalin 2005). Warnell (1997) provided a description of the school desks, chairs, and 
slates at Hester (a.k.a., Union Light) school. 

There are 12 southern Grayson County schools on historic topographic maps: Bethel, Blue 
Spring, Broad Ford, Decker, Hickory Grove, New Harmony, Low Gap, Oklahoma, Peerce, Sadler, 
Van Metre, and Wax (USGS 1925a; 1925b).  

A large number of schools were located in those parts of Hart County in the current project 
area. In alphabetical order, the 36 schools are: Bark Road, Bonnieville, Carter-Dowling, Cedar 
Cliff, Chatten, Cherry Spring, Chestnut Grove, Craddock, Dixie (n=2), Dogwood, Durst, Dry Run, 
Garvin, Hatcher Valley, Iron Springs, Isaac, Johnson, Knob, Litchfield, Little Flock, Lonoke, 
Morris, Mt. Olive, Nebo, Oakhill, Oak Hill, Pine Grove, Proper Center, Richardson, Rockhill, 
Shady Lane, Village, Walnut Grove, Walnut Hill, and Waterloo (USGS 1923, 1948; 1925a; 1934; 
1935).  

Southeast of Bonnieville, a locally significant resource is Knob School, an extant one-room 
frame structure with a metal roof on the topographically highest point in Hart County, Frenchman’s 
Knob. Members of a local historical society recently winterized the structure and is raising funds 
for a full restoration in anticipation of again using the building for educational programming 
(Bacon Creek Historical Society 2013). Featured on the Old Munfordville walking tour, Village 
School, a brick dogtrot with an enclosed passage and poured clay floors, educated schoolchildren 
after the Civil War with boys in one room and girls in the other (City of Munfordville n.d).  

There were at least six schools in that portion of the project area in northeastern Warren 
County: Boiling Spring, Gilead, Moon, Penns Chapel, Shively, and Stony Point (USGS 1920; 
1923, 1948).  

In addition to public schools, there were private and post-secondary institutions in the project 
area. In Warren County, Smiths Grove College was established by Prof. William Wirt Beck in 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 220 

1875 and operated as such until 1901, when the Methodist Church purchased it to create the Smiths 
Grove Training School for Vanderbilt University. In 1910 it again was sold and renamed 
Warren Baptist Academy (Niedermeier 2010, 2016). In 1942 North Warren Elementary School 
was constructed on the site of the college on College Street (NWES 2016).  

Baulch Junior School, a private semi-military boarding school for boys in grades 1-8, 
operated in the historic Mentz Hotel in Park City between 1946-1952. It was operated by 
headmaster Ernest Franklin Baulch and business manager James Homer Baulch. The former’s wife 
Nelle Venable Baulch served as housemother and the latter’s wife Madie Gibson Baulch was an 
instructor. The dietician was Icie Burgess Ralston (Baulch 2002-2014, Baulch Junior School 
n.d.a). The curriculum focused on English, arithmetic, history, geography, reading, writing, 
spelling, and health. The school advertised that it met its mission, “Baulch Builds Better Boys,” 
through academics and recreational activities “in the adventure-filled hills and forests of the 
Mammoth Cave National Park area,” including “frequent picnic suppers” at the park (Baulch 
Junior School n.d.a:3) and visits to Diamond Caverns, Lincoln’s Birthplace, and other local points 
of interest. The Recreation Hall, a frame building behind the hotel, housed various games and a 
commissary. Despite the regimentation – the boys wore uniforms, had daily drills, under-went 
daily personal and room inspections, performed daily chores and devotionals – that seems to have 
lessened over time, the school attempted to create a homey, family-like atmosphere. Rates were 
$750-775 per nine-month regular session, $160-200 per summer term, or $1100-1250 per year. 
Students, up to 28 per year, primarily came from Kentucky and bordering states, but also the South, 
Southwest, Northeast, and Cuba (Baulch 2002-2014; Baulch Junior School n.d.a, n.d.b).  

Also in Barren County, Liberty Female College (a.k.a., Liberty College) operated in Glasgow 
from 1875 to 1913. The Liberty Baptist Association sponsored the institution, which offered A.B. 
degrees in music, art, and business. Past presidents included founder James H. Fugua; J. M. Bent, 
D.D. in the 1890s; and George J. Burnett and Robert E. Hatton in the 1900s. The campus had a 
steam plant, library, gym, and laboratories. It was demolished in 1931 and replaced by a high 
school building (Commissioner of Education 1894, Howell and Hibbs 2001, U.S. House of 
Representatives 1876), so archeological traces probably don’t exist.  

Oakland Academy in Warren County was a 19th century school for African American 
residents of Freeport, a neighborhood community in Oakland (Section 3.3.13). Classes for grades 
1-8 met in a one-room schoolhouse. Known locally as “The Academy,” the building was used until 
1937, at which time a two-room schoolhouse was constructed (Ziegler 2004). It is unclear if the 
school’s name changed when the new building was erected.  

3.4.6  Foods and Foodways 

Foods and foodways, while related to agriculture, represent a distinct land use in the project 
area. Foodways considers the varied, intricate, and complex connections and intersections between 
food and culture. Local and regional foodways practices, customs, traditions, and vocabulary 
reflect and express important cultural information, such as heritage, ethnicity, and identity.  

No cultural resources related to foods and foodways in the project area are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Further, little information about this type of land use and 
cultural resource was found in archival sources or key informant interviews. One exception is the 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 221 

Foodways of Munfordville cell phone tour, which features stories about hunting, fishing, 
preparing foods, and restaurants (City of Munfordville 2019). 

3.4.7  Government  

Definitions and Context 

Government land use refers to activities and places under the jurisdiction of municipal, state, 
or federal governments and serving government-related functions, as well as the intangible culture 
associated with those activities and places. Also included are resources associated with persons 
who made significant contributions to government and politics on the local, state, or national 
levels. Government-related resources in the current project area are buildings related to 
government services, such as post offices and county courthouses, residential dwellings of 
important government employees and politicians, and the folklore of government officials and 
employees, such as Mammoth Cave ranger lore (Section 3.3.8). National park facilities are relevant 
to the conduct of government business and services, and some also are related to recreational land 
use (Section 3.4.16).  

National Register Listed Government Resources 

There are five cultural resources related to government in the project area that are listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, two of which are in the park. Two are in Hart County and 
another resource is in Warren County. 

Located about 0.75 mi southeast of the park visitor center and headquarters, the Residential 
Area District and the Superintendent’s House in Mammoth Cave National Park were listed 
separately under Criterion A in 1991 for their significance in the area of recreation/entertainment 
(Section 3.4.16), but the historic district and building also are relevant to government and 
residential (Section 3.4.18) functions. The Residential Area District includes seven contributing 
properties: six buildings are institutional houses numbered 28 to 33 and one site is a circular drive 
within which the buildings are situated. The “Circle” road originally was gravel but has been 
resurfaced with blacktop. The Superintendent’s House is several hundred ft east of the district and 
is numbered 38. The property type for all the houses is “Civilian Conservation Corps Buildings 
and Structures.” The government connection relates to (1) the use of Civilian Conservation Corps 
labor to construct the buildings during development of the national park and (2) the use of the 
buildings to fulfill the mission of the federal agency that administers the national park (Lally 
1989h, 1989i). “The Residential Area was constructed by the CCC in 1937 to house a community 
of National Park Service employees who wished to live, as well as work, within the boundaries of 
Mammoth Cave National Park” (Lally 1989h:7). In 1941 the Superintendent’s House “was built 
specifically to house the park’s Superintendent and … it is the most elaborate of the CCC 
residential buildings in terms of size and style, reflecting the prestige of the Superintendent’s 
position in the park” (Lally 1989i:6).  

The Hart County Courthouse in Munfordville, constructed in 1928 after the previous 
courthouse burned, is listed in the National Register. “Thomas J. Nolan, of Louisville, was the 
architect for the project. The contractor was Jenkins Construction and Supply Co. of 
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Elizabethtown. It is a three-story brick building of Beaux-Arts design. The final cost of the new 
courthouse was $45,000” (WMTH n.d.b).  

The General George T. Wood House (Ht-2) was listed in 1980 for its relation-
ship to persons in government/politics and its significant residential architecture 
(Section 3.4.18). George Twyman Wood (1796-1876) was born in Virginia to 
William Johnson Wood (1771-1855) and Elizabeth (Twyman) Wood (1776-1854). 
Gen. Wood served as the first Hart County Court Clerk, serving for 42 years from 
1819-1861, and Circuit Court Clerk from 1819 to 1856, when the two positions were 

combined. It is unclear if his title was honorary or a military designation. George Twyman Wood’s 
first wife was Elizabeth Helm (died ca. 1823-1840). His other two wives were Amelia Winlock 
(Munford) Wood (1811-1840) and Henrietta Wood (surname and birth/death dates unknown) 
(Ancestry.com, James 1977g, Tapp 2012, www.findagrave.com; portrait www.findagrave.com). 

Elizabeth (Helm) Wood was the daughter of Charles Helm (1777-1831), veteran of the War of 
1812 and member of the Kentucky House of Representatives and Kentucky Senate, and Sarah 
(Crutcher) Helm (1780-1850). Charles’ father and Elizabeth’s grandfather Thomas Helm (1731-
1816) was a co-founder and long-time resident of Elizabethtown. Elizabeth (Helm) Wood was the 
first cousin of John LaRue Helm (1802-1867), who served in the Kentucky House and Senate, as Lt. 
Governor, and as Governor for two short terms and was involved in the development of local 
segments of the L&N Railroad (Section 3.4.20) (Ancestry.com, Lindsey n.d., www.findagrave.com).  

Gen. George Twyman and Elizabeth (Helm) Wood’s oldest son, attorney Henry C. Wood 
(1821-1861), served as a judge for the Jefferson County Court of Appeals and the Kentucky Court 
of Appeals. Henry Wood’s wife was Elizabeth (Barret) Wood, a niece of George Twyman Wood’s 
brother-in-law, Dr. Lewis Barret (Sections 3.4.3, 3.4.9, 3.4.18) Their other son, Thomas John 
Wood (1823-1906), had a distinguished career in the military (Section 3.4.10). Gen. George 
Twyman Wood, his three wives, one son, several daughters and husbands, several grandchildren, 
his sister and other members of the Dr. Lewis Barret family, and at least one enslaved individual 
were interred in the Wood Family Cemetery at the rear of the Wood family home (Section 3.4.13) 
(Tapp 2012).  

The Susannah Henry Madison Log House on US 31W near Route 743 northeast of Bowling 
Green was listed in the National Register in 1976 for Madison’s relationships in politics and 
government, along with the architectural significance of the building (Section 3.4.18). Susannah 
(Henry) Madison (1742-1831) was born in Virginia to Scottish immigrant John and Sarah 
(Winston) Syme Henry. The youngest sister of patriot Patrick Henry, Susannah married Thomas 
Madison in 1770 and they resided in Virginia for several decades, during which time Thomas, the 
first cousin of President James Madison, served in the Revolutionary War and the state legislature. 
His brother George Madison served as state auditor and was elected governor of Kentucky, and 
brother James Madison led William and Mary College. Thomas Madison died in 1798 and Susannah 
continued to live in Virginia for almost two decades. In December 1817, she sold her Virginia 
plantation and in January 1818 she purchased three tracts in Warren County, where her youngest 
daughter resided. She lived on one tract, presumably in the extant log house, until her death in 1831, 
for the last five years with her son Patrick Henry Madison. Susannah (Henry) Madison was buried 
on the property, though her body was moved to Odd Fellows Cemetery in Smiths Grove in 1916 
(No Author 2017b, Sumter 1973). 

https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.ancestry.com
https://www.ancestry.com
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Other Significant Government Resources 

Two government-related resources in Edmonson County are important to local communities. 
The Mammoth Cave Fire Tower was identified by students as a significant resource (Edmonson 
County High School 1981). Local informants identified the Edmonson County Courthouse in 
Brownsville as an important historic area in the county (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52; 
Edmonson County High School 1981). Constructed in the late 1870s to replace a previous 
structure, it is a two-story, brick Italianate building with a hexagonal cupola. James A. Shirley of 
Glasgow was the contractor (WMTH n.d.b). 

3.4.8  Industries 

Definitions and Context 

Industries refer to businesses and sectors of the economy focused on raw material and natural 
resources acquisition and processing, as well as manufacturing and production of goods. In the 
project area, the former include timbering, quarrying, and oil and natural gas extraction. The latter 
are stone tool production at prehistoric sites and, at historic sites, gunpowder manufacturing and 
iron smelting, both of which were limited in extent temporally and spatially. Milling and mining 
are covered separately below. This range of local industries represents but a sample of those 
known to operate historically in Kentucky and even in the Pennyrile (McBride and McBride 
2008) and is a reflection of the specific environmental and cultural characteristics of the project 
area. Tangible resources like iron furnaces and intangible resources such as smelting vocabulary 
and lumberjack narratives can provide evidence of industries in the project area.  

National Register Listed Industrial Resources 

One prehistoric industrial archeological site listed in the National Register is Mill Hole 
Farm, located outside the south park boundary on Chaumont Road in Edmonson County. It is a 
“major” stone tool manufacturing workshop and habitation site near a karst window. Spanning the 
late Paleoindian through Early Woodland periods, the site is one of the oldest open-air sites in the 
project area. Artifacts observed at the site include projectile points, unhafted bifaces, and large 
amounts of debitage. The chert type(s) is/are not indicated (Oppel et al. 1977).  

Other Significant Industrial Resources 

Six other resources related to industries were identified in archival resources, one of which is 
in the park and the others are in Barren, Edmonson, and Hart counties. They include resources 
related to gunpowder manufacture, natural resource extraction and processing, and gun making.  

During the Historic period, industrial gunpowder manufacturing, which involved converting 
saltpeter to potassium nitrate and combining it with charcoal and sulfur, was closely associated 
with the saltpeter mining industry in the region (Section 3.4.12), primarily during the early decades 
of the 19th century. Two such gunpowder operations were located in the project area. In the park, 
the Wright brothers reportedly operated Mammoth Cave Floating Mill on Green River near 
Floating Mill Island and Floating Mill Hollow. It was constructed on a flat boat to manufacture 
gunpowder using saltpeter from Longs (a.k.a., Wrights, Grand Avenue) Cave during the War of 
1812. North of the park, the exact location of Craddock Powder Mill in northwestern Hart County 
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is not currently known, but it likely was on Nolin River south of Wheelers Mill. It was owned and 
operated by John Craddock prior to 1820 (George 1986a).  

Historically, the lumber or timber industry was important in the park and throughout the 
project area. Warnell (1997) described the timbering process, log transportation, and timber 
products. Workers moved harvested trees to local mills and finished products to markets using 
water and land transportation, rafting rafts of logs on the area’s waterways and pulling logs along 
logging roads with mule teams. Mule team owners often decorated their teams, it was a 
competition to see who had the best decorated team. Red Buck Estes was a well-known driver who 
sang, told stories, and decorated his mules with bells. A common milled product was ties, and 
companies that operated in the region were Ayer Lord Tie Company of Evansville, Evansville Tie 
Company, Moss Tie Company, Mammoth Cave Tie Yard, and Dossey Tie Yard, the latter owned 
by P.M. Dossey, who also operated a general store (Warnell 1997).  

In the northwest part of Barren County near the park, “several fine rock quarries located here 
produce limestone in great quantities” (Henderson 1982:10). They were related to road 
construction and other activities/industries. 

 “The manufacture of rifles was an early industry which brought some attention to Barren 
County. The community of Rocky Hill was home to a family of gunsmiths named Settle (Bn-
166). Their name became synonymous with fine craftsmanship, and today their products are prized 
collectors’ items” (Henderson 1982:17). 

Though not as prevalent as in other parts of Kentucky, iron smelting operations did exist 
historically in the project area. Local informants identified Nolin Iron Furnace (a.k.a., Baker Iron 
Furnace), which was located east of Broadway on a steep hillslope along Davis Branch about 0.5 
mi from Nolin River, as an important historic and scenic resource in Edmonson County worthy of 
preservation. A Kentucky historical marker was erected nearby at Moutardier Camp Ground to 
commemorate the cultural resource. Today, the only above-ground remains of the iron furnace 
structure is the lower portion of the massive stone stack or chimney, the upper portion toppled 
during a storm in the late 1950s-early 1960s. Only one other furnace like that at Nolin exists in the 
nation. At the time of construction of Nolin dam and reservoir, local preservationists sought to 
relocate the iron furnace upslope in a park; they were unsuccessful and the furnace is submerged 
during Nolin Lake summer pool (Demunbrun 1962, Gaines 1962, VanCleve and Cummings 1968).  

Dr. John H. Baker of Green County was the force behind construction of the iron furnace. He 
was a family friend of Samuel S. Brooking, a vast landowner in the region who held the 12,000-
acre tract between Nolin River and Bear Creek surveyed for Benjamin Wyncoop in 1784. After 
Brooking died in 1831, Baker was one of his executors and later married his widow, Nancy D. 
Brooking, assuming control of the extensive estate. In 1846 Baker entered into a business part-
nership with Jesse Craddock of Hart County, and Craddock & Company constructed the iron-
works on Nolin River primarily to manufacture pig iron (an intermediate product of smelting 
produced by a blast furnace prior to conversion into wrought iron, cast iron, or steel) and some 
iron castings. Officially named Nolin Iron Furnace, the operation came to be known locally as 
Baker Iron Furnace. The facilities were constructed in 1848, and Baker worked as general manager 
or iron master (Demunbrun 1962; Whittle 1998, 1999, 2004).  
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Facilities associated with the iron works operation were the furnace with a massive 40-feet-tall 
and 35-feet-wide stack or chimney of hewn limestone, sand vats at the base of the stack, casting 
or molding room, coal house, charcoal kilns, hillside slag dumps, tramway, roads, river landing, 
and Dr. Baker’s residence. The iron ore was acquired locally, and quarries were located on lands 
owned by the Everett, Meredith, and Van Meter families. Ox wagons transported the ore to the 
facility over rough dirt roads and deposited it on the hillside, where donkey carts transferred it 
along a tramway to the top of the furnace. The furnace was fueled with charcoal produced on site, 
Baker paying 25 cents per cord of wood cut and delivered to the facility. Ox wagons transported 
the pig iron to a landing on Nolin River, where it was loaded onto flat barges and shipped to 
Rockport, Indiana. Cast iron products manufactured at the Baker Iron Furnace included small wash 
kettles, large cooking kettles, fireplace irons known locally as dogirons, and other items; in 1962, 
some Brownsville residents owned items made at the plant (Demunbrun 1962; Whittle 1998, 1999, 
2004).  

Dr. Baker brought most of the laborers from Green County, and the labor force included a 
number of Native Americans of unspecified tribes, some of whom married local women. Laborers 
reportedly earned six dollars per month. Dr. Baker had a reputation for being difficult and 
overbearing to both his employees and local residents (Demunbrun 1962; Whittle 1998, 1999, 
2004). As an illustration of Baker’s character, according to Norman Warnell, in 1857 Dr. Baker 
committed county resident Sterling B. Barner to Western State Hospital in Hopkinsville in order 
to obtain control of Barner’s estate. Ironically, Barner and his brother, who were stone masons, 
helped to construct that very hospital (Roth n.d.).  

The iron production operation on Nolin was short-lived, closing in 1850. Possible reasons were 
strained finances exacerbated by the unrecovered loss of a flatboat of pig iron that sank in the river, 
an island reportedly forming over the wreck. After the Civil War in January 1866, Elijah M. Kerr 
purchased Baker’s half-interest in the company for $20,000 (Demunbrun 1962; Gaines 1962; 
Whittle 1932[2003]; Whittle 1998, 1999, 2004). It is unclear how long Kerr operated the ironworks. 

In November 1866, Dr. Baker was assassinated and a murder investigation that divided the 
Brownsville community ensued. The ambush came from the direction of the old coal house on the 
iron furnace complex while Baker stood in his yard of his house with two sons and two neighbors. 
Suspicion fell on John Van Meter, who Baker commanded and reportedly mistreated in the Union 
army during the Civil War and who threatened to kill Baker on several occasions. Van Meter’s shoes 
matched footprints at the scene and he was arrested and charged with the crime, but after a 
contentious trial he was acquitted. No others were charged and the case remains unsolved. The 
murder was a sensation locally and nationally, being reported in the Louisville Journal and picked 
up by the Chicago Tribune. Baker was interred near Knox’s Creek Church in Hart County. His blue-
serge waist-coat or vest with two bullet holes is preserved in a vault in the circuit clerk’s office in 
Brownsville (Demunbrun 1962; No Author 1866; Whittle 1932[2003]; Whittle 1998, 1999, 2004). 

3.4.9  Medicine and Medical 

Definitions and Context 

Medicine refers to research on and the practice of preserving or restoring physical, mental, and 
emotional health by preventing, diagnosing, and treating human diseases, traumatic injuries, 
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psychoses, and other illnesses. Various forms of conventional and non-conventional medicine have 
been used in the current project area and region. Allopathic medicine is science-based 
“conventional” or “modern” medicine in which licensed practitioners (e.g., physicians, nurses, 
surgeons, midwives) use regulated medications (drugs), surgery, medical devices, and radiation, 
as well as counseling, nutrition, and lifestyle modifications, to maintain health and treat illnesses. 
Non-conventional or integrative medicine includes alternative medicine, or the use of techniques 
other than those used in allopathic medicine, and complementary medicine, or the use of other 
techniques in addition to those used in allopathic medicine. Techniques include homeopathy, 
naturopathy, chiropractic, iridology, hypnosis, herbal medicine, acupuncture, traditional Chinese 
medicine, and traditional Native American medicine (Iftikhar 2019).  

In the project area and region, there have been several epidemiological transitions in the past, 
or changes in disease types and health profiles of human populations over time. During much of 
the prehistoric era, when local populations had lower densities, were more mobile, and relied 
primarily on hunting-gathering with or without gardening, the health profile involved low 
incidence of communicative diseases, prevalence of parasitic diseases, and high incidence of 
ambulatory-related osteoarthritis and biomechanical traumas. Local archeological sites provide 
evidence for the types of medical treatments used by native peoples over this time, such as mining 
and ingesting cave minerals as purgatives at Mammoth, Salts, and other caves, and the use 
medicinal plants such as those preserved with a mummified female buried in Short Cave near Park 
City (Horton 2003, 2007; G. S. Powell 1996; M. L. Powell 1996; Watson 1997).  

During the late prehistoric era, an epidemiological transition occurred after about AD 1000 
with the adoption of maize-based agriculture, increased sedentism, and increased population 
densities. Dental health declined, as the incidence of dental caries and abscesses increased. 
Metabolic and nutritional disorders such as anemia and osteoporosis, as well as communicative 
diseases such as tuberculosis and non-venereal treponematosis were more prevalent. Osteoarthritis 
and biomechanical traumas were associated with food production activities more so than mobility. 
Researchers have documented higher incidence of conflict-related traumas, as well as lower life 
expectancy and higher toddler mortality related to weaning stress. Less is known about Native 
American medicine at this time (Henderson 2008, Pollack 2008b, M. L. Powell 1996).  

Another epidemiological transition occurred at the time of contact between Native Americans 
and populations from other parts of the world, especially Europe and Africa. Direct contact 
occurred in the mid-late 1700s in Kentucky, though consequences of indirect contact impacted the 
region earlier, as much as two centuries prior. The most consequential epidemiological change was 
the increased incidence of “virgin soil” disease epidemics, especially smallpox, that decimated 
native populations prior to physical contact. This was coupled with the high prevalence of other 
infectious diseases such as cholera, diphtheria, and yellow fever among all populations on the 
Kentucky frontier (Bybee 2008, Henderson 2008, Milner 1980, Pollack 2008b). 

More is known about health profiles and medical practices in Kentucky during the Historic 
period, owing to better access to historical documentation, oral traditions, and archeological 
evidence. During the Antebellum subperiod, cholera outbreaks were commonplace in urban centers 
due to poor sanitation and polluted water sources, and the disease spread into rural areas. Other 
common infectious diseases were dysentery, diarrhea, typhoid fever, diphtheria, and trachoma. 
Hookworm parasitic infections were endemic. Tuberculosis or “consumption,” however, was the 
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most serious health problem for Kentuckians across the 19th century, being the leading cause of death 
(Bryant 2006). Tuberculosis, of course, is an important culture-historical theme of Mammoth Cave 
owing to the therapeutic colony of Dr. John Croghan’s consumption patients who resided there. 

Nineteenth century medical practices attempted to address these health concerns. Allopathic 
physicians were generalists who provided a wide range of medical care including surgery and 
medication preparation, with an emphasis on treatment rather than prevention of illnesses. 
However, there was a continual shortage of doctors over the century, especially in rural areas. 
Though Transylvania University started the first medical school west of the Alleghenies, there 
were few reputable medical training programs in Antebellum Kentucky. Other physicians trained 
through unregulated apprenticeships. Consequently, the qualifications and efficacy of some 
physicians were dubious. Communities and counties with skilled physicians considered it 
prestigious and brag-worthy. “Country doctors” often had offices in their residences but spent a 
great deal of time traveling to patients, their fees sometimes based on miles traveled. Patients 
compensated physicians with monetary fees or barters such as agricultural products or, less 
commonly, heirlooms (Bryant 2006; Clark 1951a; Heiman 1951).  

During the Antebellum subperiod, Catholic sisters and Protestant church groups provided most 
nursing care, especially in urban areas. Midwives, trained through formal education or 
apprenticeships, often attended to maternity cases. State laws and funding provided for the 
boarding of destitute persons with mental illnesses since the 1790s, and in 1822 the legislature 
established Eastern State Hospital, the second state mental hospital in the country. Other state 
institutions were constructed in the 1850s-1860s. Tuberculosis patients were treated in county-
operated facilities, where they existed. In the Postbellum subperiod, another state hospital was 
founded in 1873. In 1874 the state mandated that doctors graduate from medical schools and in 
1878 the Kentucky Board of Health (later the State Department of Health) was created by 
legislative act to implement health and health education programs. Pharmacy developed as a 
profession and in 1879 the Kentucky Pharmacists Association was founded. The Norton Training 
School was established as the first nursing school in the state in 1885 (Clark 1951a; Heiman 1951; 
Shaw 1951b, 1951c; Tkacz et al. 2019).  

In places without access to medical professionals during the 19th century, “Kentuckians had to 
rely on home remedies or have none at all. Folk medicine became the only resort for thousands of 
the state’s rural residents. If an individual injured himself, someone in the family would more than 
likely tend to them” (Bryant 2006:7). Domestic medicine handbooks, which offered guidance to 
treating illnesses in the household, became popular. Alternatively, citizens self-medicated using 
remedies or “patent medicines” available from mail-order catalogs or peddled by “snake oil 
salesmen.” The 19th century also saw the rise of the mineral spring resort industry across the state. 
Patients and others seeking health and wellness (or seeking recreation, entertainment, or spouses) 
visited the resorts for a day or an entire season, seeking the reportedly healing spring waters to 
treat a wide range of ailments (Applegate and Pinkston 2013, Bryant 2006, Heiman 1951).  

Some of these trends continued into the 20th century. In 1911, the first year the state reported 
mortality statistics, the leading cause of death was tuberculosis, accounting for 17% of the 30,583 
annual deaths. It was followed by pneumonia, violence, diarrhea/enteritis, typhoid fever, cancer, 
meningitis, diphtheria/croup, influenza, measles, septicemia, and scarlet fever. The spread of 
tuberculosis and hookworm were controlled by the 1940s. By mid-century, another epidemio-
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logical transition occurred in Kentucky, because chronic degenerative diseases overtook infectious 
diseases as the primary causes of death. In 1950, the leading cause of death for Kentuckians was 
heart disease, followed by cancer, cerebral hemorrhage, and accidents. The infant mortality rate 
declined 60% and maternal death rate decreased by 83%. The transition was caused by expanded 
access to effective drugs and vaccines, improvements in sanitation, public education efforts, a 
dramatic rise in average life expectancy, which increased from 47.5 years in 1925 to 66.1 years in 
1950, and improvements in medical diagnoses (Heiman 1951, Shaw 1951a).  

In the early 1900s, the state established a centralized authority to oversee operations of the 
state’s mental hospitals, and pediatric mental health institutions were formed. The first tuberculosis 
sanitorium in the state was established in 1907 in Louisville. Five years later the legislature 
established the Kentucky Board of Tuberculosis Commissioners and delineated six multi-county 
districts to organize a campaign against the disease. District 6, in which most of the current project 
area falls, had a sanitorium in Glasgow by mid-century. To supplement the work of state agencies, 
the public formed a number of volunteer health organizations targeted at specific diseases or health 
issues. The Kentucky Tuberculosis Association, for example, was established in 1909. The 20th 
century saw slow improvements in medical care for African Americans starting in 1906 when a 
hospital was established in Louisville. More African American practitioners were trained as 
physicians and nurses, but largely at institutions outside Kentucky until mid-century and mostly 
practicing in urban centers (Shaw 1951b, 1951c; Tkacz et al. 2019).  

Yet, the shortage of well-trained physicians and the use of non-conventional medicines 
continued in the first half of the century. In 1930 there was one doctor for every 879 patients in 
the Commonwealth and relatively few counties had hospitals. In rural eastern Kentucky, in 1925 
the Frontier Nursing Service was created to serve remote communities, an outgrowth of the 
tradition of midwifery. In 1946, the Kentucky State Medical Association established the Kentucky 
Medical Scholarship Fund to give loans to medical students agreeing to practice at least one year 
in rural areas of the state. Grayson and Larue counties were among the first to get doctors through 
the program. By mid-century, 92% of the state’s counties had health departments but only half 
were served by full-time health officers (Bryant 2006; Clark 1951b; Hughes 1951a, 1951b).  

In sum, the medicine and medical land use type encompasses cultural resources associated with 
the maintenance of good health and the prevention and treatment of illness in all its forms. 
Hospitals and doctors’ offices are examples of structures associated with medical functions. Tools, 
implements, and materials used in treating patients are other tangible evidence of past medical 
practices. Cultural perceptions of health and illness, expressive aspects of health-related behavior, 
medical terminology and linguistic structures, and folk medicine practices, especially cultural 
knowledge about medicinal plants, are intangible evidence of medical traditions in the project area. 
While the majority of medical cultural resources relate to the historic time period, a prehistoric 
example is the ingestion of minerals mined from Salts, Mammoth, and other cave walls in order 
to purge intestinal parasites (Watson 1997).  

National Register Listed Medicine and Medical Resources 

Only two medicine-related resources in the project area are listed in the National Register. One 
is in the park and the other is Warren County. 
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In the park, one of the best-known medical-related resources is the tuberculosis treatment 
program implemented in Mammoth Cave by physician Dr. John Croghan in the early 19th century. 
Croghan’s medical expertise focused on pulmonary consumption or tuberculosis, and in 1839 he 
purchased a 2,000-acre tract including Mammoth Cave with the intention of treating consumption 
patients in the seemingly preservative and potentially curative environs of the cave. His enslaved 
workers constructed a sanitarium in the main passage near Star Chamber consisting of two stone 
and several wood structures, where 16 patients resided in 1842-1843. Other wood huts were 
constructed in Wandering Willie’s Spring, Audubon Avenue, and Pensico Avenue in the cave, and 
Croghan planned to construct a hotel in Wright’s Rotunda. Sadly, the damp air of the cave, coupled 
with thick smoke from cooking and heating fires, exacerbated the course of the illness, and five 
patients died in the cave. The surviving patients left the cave, and the treatment experiment was 
dubbed a failure (Lally 1989b, National Park Service 2016b).  

Though the wooden structures are gone, the two stone tuberculosis huts remain today as a 
physical testament to the former medical use of Mammoth Cave. They are constructed of dry-
stacked limestone blocks about two feet thick. The smaller hut retains the original plank floor, but 
the canvas roofs that covered both structures are gone. The cave wall served as a fourth wall for 
the smaller structure, which had a window on the opposite wall and a wood framed doorway on 
another wall. The larger structure had one door opening and likely served as a dining hall for the 
patients; the wall opposite the door is partly collapsed. The two huts are a contributing property to 
the Mammoth Cave Historic District listing on the National Register (Lally 1989b, National Park 
Service 2016b). They collectively represent one of only two historic mortarless stone buildings in 
Edmonson County, the other being the Mathias Willis Store (Section 3.4.3) (Murray-Wooley 1983). 

Located in Chalybeate on US 31W near the intersection with Highway 101, the Dr. William 
Ford House was listed in the National Register in 1980 for its significance to local history, in 
reference to Dr. Ford’s role as a prominent local physician (social/humanitarian theme), and 
architecture (Section 3.4.18). An immigrant from North Carolina, Dr. William Ford (1775-1860 
or 1793-1860) was one of the earliest and only physicians in the area in the early 19th century. A 
well-known and respected doctor and surgeon, Dr. William Ford’s practice covered a large area 
between Green and Barren rivers. His now-extinct brick medical office was located adjacent to his 
extant brick house on the L&N Turnpike/Dixie Highway. Dr. Ford reportedly discovered nearby 
Chalybeate Springs in the early 1800s and promoted the healing properties of the mineral waters. 
Dr. William Ford’s son, Dr. Decatur John Leander Ford (1814-1894), also had a distinguished 
career in medicine. A veteran of the Confederate Army, the younger Ford practiced in Brownsville 
and Rocky Hill for decades and was a member of the Edmonson County Medical Society, 
Kentucky State Medical Society, and American Medical Association (Edmonson County 
Historical Society 1989, Henderson 1980, Kerr et al. 1922b, Zaccone 2016).  

Other Significant Medicine and Medical Resources 

Eight additional cultural resources related to medicine were documented in the project area 
through archival sources and key informant interviews. Two are in Edmonson County, three are 
in Hart County, and three are in Warren County.  

The two Edmonson County mineral spring resorts – Chalybeate Springs and Chameleon 
Springs – described previously in Section 3.4.3 also evidence Medicine and Medical activities in 
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the project area since one of their several functions involved visitors “taking the waters” to treat 
various ailments. Spring waters at the resorts are rich with alum, iron, lime, sulfur, silicon, 
manganese or magnesia, and other elements. The waters were said to heal sprained ankles, relieve 
stomach troubles and rheumatism, treat toxemia and kidney disorders, relive sore eyes and gums, 
and treat cuts, bruises, sores, dermatitis, and other skin troubles. Locals and out-of-town guests alike 
frequented the resorts to ingest and bathe in the waters, to escape infectious disease outbreaks 
during the hot summers, and to purchase bottles of mineral water for home use (Coleman 1955). 
The architecture of the resort hotels – with their many windows and full-length tiered verandas – 
reflected vernacular beliefs about the roles of clean air and sunlight in promoting health and 
treating illness (Applegate and Pinkston 2013, Pinkston 2014). 

In Hart County, the Dr. Lewis Barrett [Barret] House in downtown Munfordville, listed in 
1980, is significant in the areas of medicine, commerce (Section 3.4.3), and architecture (Section 
3.4.18). Dr. Barret was a prominent physician and surgeon who practiced at Munfordville for many 
years (James 1977a, Johnson 1912). No details about his work in medicine were found during the 
course of archival research. 

While numerous military resources in the project area relate to battles or engagements during 
the Civil War (Section 3.4.10), there also is evidence of medicine-related military resources along 
the L&N Turnpike. In Munfordville, Union troops used the Presbyterian Church as a hospital, 
and nurses at the hospital used a brick dogtrot building across the street as living quarters. Both 
are part of the Old Munfordville walking tour, indicating their significance to the community. 
Further, the Munfordville Stories cell phone tour includes narratives about medical care and 
Vivanderes, or wives and sisters who traveled with their male relative soldiers and served as 
nurses. In Bonnieville, Jameson House reportedly was used as a hospital during the Civil War, 
probably by Union troops since Kendrick (Kindred) Jameson, the likely homeowner, was a Union 
supporter (Bacon Creek Historical Society n.d.a, n.d.b; Jameson n.d).  

In Warren County, the railroad community of Oakland had three physicians during its heyday 
in the late 19th century. Two residential buildings on Church Street and one on Burnett Street in 
Oakland (Section 3.4.18), which are contributing properties in the Oakland-Freeport Historic 
District, were used as physicians’ offices in the Postbellum period. Dr. William Allen practiced 
out of his ca. 1886 home called Treadway House, using the front room for reception. Dr. E. S. 
Jones used the second floor of his home, now known as the Aubrey Burnett House, as his office. 
He constructed the building in about 1894. During the early 1900s, Dr. Smith [first name not 
indicated] had his office in the rear wing addition of the Shobe House, a dwelling built by Eugene 
A. Shobe in about 1886 (Zeigler 2004). “The fact that the town had several doctors … reflects its 
prosperity in the late 1800s and early 1900s” (Ziegler 2004:27).  

3.4.10  Military 

Definitions and Context 

Military cultural resources are those that pertain to soldiers, veterans, and the armed forces 
(army, navy, air force, and marines). Examples of tangible military resources reflective of armed 
conflict are battlefields, sites of raids, encampments, forts, garrisons, entrenchments and other 
fortifications, batteries, headquarters and command centers, recruitment and training facilities, 
burial grounds, supply depots, transportation routes, and munitions. Other tangible resources 
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function to document, preserve, or commemorate military events, traditions, and heritage, such as 
monuments, museums, diaries, letters and other correspondence, enlistment and discharge papers, 
pension applications, recruitment posters, photographs, uniforms, and personal gear. Vocabulary 
and linguistic structures, as well as stories, songs, and poems about soldiers, events, and the armed 
forces, are examples of intangible military resources.  

Project Area Summary Statistics 

A number of the Civil War resources have been identified as significant through National 
Register listing, erection of Kentucky Historic Landmark highway signs, creation of historic parks 
and preserves, and informant interviews. The 32 military resources in the project area are associated 
with the Civil War (Table 10). The majority are tangible resources. There are ten (31%) battle, 
skirmish, and raid engagements; nine (28%) forts, batteries, fortifications, and entrenchments; five 
(16%) monuments and burials with monuments; three (9%) encampments; two (6%) transportation-
related assets; and one (3%) each of recruitment locales, mural, and narratives compilation. For Hart 
County, almost 70% (n=22) are located in/near Munfordville, and two additional resources are in 
Horse Cave. There are five in Edmonson County and three in Barren County. 

Table 10. Civil War Military Resources in the Project Area. 
Resource Type Quadrangle Description 
Skirmish Near Mammoth Cave engagement Mammoth Cave capture of Confederate guerillas 

Battle of Brownsville engagement Brownsville Confederate raid for medical supplies 

Skirmish at Brownsville Ferry engagement Brownsville Confederate raid for supplies 

Epitaph of Civil War Soldier burial/monument Brownsville John Keefus and child John B. Keefus 

Civil War Trenches entrenchment Bee Spring-Nolin near Dismal Creek 

Camp Jefferson encampment Munfordville housed 40,000 Union troops 

Camp Wood encampment Munfordville Union facility on Wood’s Hill 

Battles at Bacon Creek Station engagement Munfordville six confrontations over four years 

Battle of Rowlett’s Station engagement Munfordville 1861 skirmish over L&N RR Bridge 

Battle of Munfordville engagement Munfordville 1862 battle over L&N RR Bridge 

Battle of Woodsonville engagement Munfordville a.k.a., Battle of Green River Crossing 

Battle of Perryville  engagement Munfordville largest engagement in Kentucky  

Woodson Home and Farmstead fortification Munfordville fortifications, battles, and farm losses 

Fort Craig fort Munfordville five-point earth and log Union fort 

Fort Dunham / The Stockade fort Munfordville Union log stockade at L&N RR Bridge 

Fort Willich fort Munfordville earthen Union fort connected to Terrill 

Fort Terrill fort Munfordville earthen Union fort connected to Willich 

Battery Simons battery Munfordville small Union earthen battery  

Battery McConnell battery Munfordville large Union earthen battery 

Green River L&N RR Bridge transportation Munfordville main north-south route for troops/supplies 
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Table 10. Civil War Military Resources in the Project Area (continued). 
Resource Type Quadrangle Description 
Site of Pontoon Bridge transportation Munfordville pontoon bridge crossing Green River 

Green River Baptist Church recruitment Munfordville John Hunt Morgan headquarters 

Unknown Confederate Soldier burial/monument Munfordville geode marker for Louisiana soldier 

Mississippi Monument monument Munfordville six stones honoring Mississippi soldiers 

Col. Robert Smith Monument monument Munfordville 20 ft obelisk of White Stone limestone 

Civil War in Munfordville mural Munfordville artwork featuring events and places 

Tradition of Reenactment narratives Munfordville cell phone tour of Civil War stories 

Morgan’s Cave City Raid engagement Horse Cave seizure of L&N train depot and trains 

Fight in Bear Wallow engagement Horse Cave site of two skirmishes/raids 

Bell’s Tavern Encampment encampment Park City Confederate headquarters for local raid 

Fort Williams fort Glasgow North earthen Union fort, recently restored 

Lewis Family Monuments burial/monument Glasgow North stone markers for Confederate soldiers 

   
National Register Listed Military Resources 

Eight military resources in the project area are listed in the National Register, all of which are 
in Munfordville in Hart County. The Battle of Munfordville (a.k.a. Battle and Siege of 
Munfordville, Battle for Munfordville, Battle for Green River, Battle for Green River Bridge) 
spanned four days on September 14-17, 1862 over control over the strategic railroad bridge across 
Green River. There are five contributing properties on the 1999 National Register listing: the 300-
acre battlefield on the Anthony Woodson farmstead, the L&N Railroad and Green River Bridge, 
Fort Craig, an unnamed graveyard, and an unnamed residence (Logsdon 1997).  

Two resources were added to the National Register as part of the Civil War Monuments in 
Kentucky 1861-1935 multiple property listing (Brent 1997). The Colonial Robert A. Smith 
Monument is a 20-feet-tall obelisk weighing 35 tons erected in 1884 by James Smith in honor of 
his brother, who was wounded during the Battle of Munfordville and was carried to the Anthony 
Woodson House, where he died the next day. He was buried near the house before being returned 
to Mississippi. Made of limestone from White Stone Quarry in Bowling Green, the monument was 
sculpted in Nashville and transported to the site on two flat railcars, the top broken in transit 
(Thomas 1957).  

The Unknown Confederate Solider Monument in Horse Cave is a homemade 12-feet-tall 
obelisk-shaped marker made of mortared geodes with a red marble plaque erected by local 
craftsman Sam Lively in 1934. It is the only monument in Kentucky that commemorates a single 
unidentified soldier. He was a member of the 11th Louisiana Infantry serving on the Perryville 
campaign. He was on tree-cutting duty when he died accidentally after his rifle discharged, striking 
him in the head and killing his instantly. He was buried on site, and a wire fence was placed around 
the grave years later (Brent 1997). 

The Francis Asbury Smith House in downtown Munfordville was listed in the National 
Register in 1980 in recognition of its significance in local military events, as well as significant 
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persons in commerce (Section 3.4.3) and architecture (Section 3.4.18). Smith, a prominent 19th 
century businessman in Munfordville, supported the Union Army during the Civil War. How-ever, 
his house was used by troops from both sides during the war and purportedly was used as a hospital 
during the conflict, as well. In September 1861 Confederate cavalry leader John Hunt Morgan 
occupied the house, and Confederate General Braxton Bragg headquartered in the residence during 
and after the Battle of Munfordville in September 1862. Smith reportedly refused to sell merchandise 
to Confederate troops, nor did those troops confiscate his goods, perhaps because of Smith’s relation-
ship with Confederate General Simon Bolivar Buckner. General Don Carols Buell of the Union army 
used the house as headquarters prior to advancing his troops to the south (Family Medical Center of 
Hart County 2016, James 1977f, Munfordville Visitor Center 2011, www.findagrave.com).  

Other Significant Military Resources 

On the north side of Green River in The Forks area, the Skirmish Near Mammoth Cave 
occurred east of North Entrance Road (Stockholm Road or Hwy 1362) near the old Demunbrun 
homeplace within 100 yards of the main road, at John Demunbrun’s store. On August 17, 1862, 
Captain W. B. Wortham and various Home Guard units pursued a band of Confederate guerillas 
from the direction of Leitchfield, catching them here and killing or capturing them all. The Home 
Guard troops kept the Confederates’ horses in payment for their services to the Union (BGACVB 
2016, Finn 1938, WMTH n.d.a). 

There are 11 resources comprising the Battle for the Bridge Historic Preserve in Woodson-ville, 
including the Battle of Munfordville and Smith Monument described above. Another is the large 
frame Anthony L. Woodson House, the front porch of which overlooked the L&N Railroad Bridge 
over Green River, a strategic and contested asset during the war. The farmstead was heavily damaged 
by Union and Confederate troops who occupied the property throughout the war, especially during 
two battles fought on the property. Fortifications were constructed, barns and outbuildings burned, 
timber cut, and rail fences torn down several times for firewood. Crops were not planted, denying 
the family their farm income. In 1864 the Woodson family filed a $12,126 claim for damages with 
the federal government, receiving $4,594 years later. The original house was destroyed by fire at an 
unknown time. The Woodson family rebuilt the house, reportedly with the federal settlement money, 
circa 1900-1905, using the same foundation and in the same design as the original home (Logsdon 
1997). In addition to strategic events of the war, which often is the sole focus of historical 
reconstructions, this farmstead helps to illustrate the toll of the war on local families.  

3.4.11  Milling and Grist Mills 

Definitions and Context 

 Milling is a type of industry focused on the manufacturing and production of goods. Milling is 
a term used to describe several types of industries – such as gunpowder, rope or twine, textiles, 
paper, lumber, woodwork, and steel production – but in this project milling refers to the 
industrialized grinding of grains like corn, wheat, barley, and oats into a variety of products for 
human or animal consumption.  

The structures or facilities where agricultural milling occurs often are referred to as grist mills 
to distinguish them from mills with non-agricultural functions. Grist refers to any grain that has 

https://www.findagrave.com
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been separated from its chaff or other protective membrane to prepare it for processing. Grist mills 
that specialize in the processing of a particular grain or the production of a particular product may 
be referred to as such, with corn mills and flour mills being examples.  

Grist mills typically use pairs of circular, flat mill stones to grind the grain, while roller mills 
are grist mills that use cylindrical rollers in opposing pairs or against flat plates instead. The power 
used to operate the equipment in a grist mill can come from fast-moving water along a channel or 
mill race that turns a water wheel, or from the burning of wood, charcoal, or fossil fuels. The power 
source often changed over the operational history of a grist mill. Accordingly, not all grist mills 
are located adjacent to streams.  

 Historically, the earliest grist mills that operated in Kentucky were used to grind farmers’ 
own produce for personal use, though this also could be accomplished on the farm using hand 
mills. During the Antebellum period as agricultural surpluses increased, grist mills increasingly 
were used to produce flour, grits, meal, and other products for consumers. Statewide, the number 
of grist mills expanded substantially during the Postbellum period, from 341 in 1899 to 440 in 
1910, reaching a maximum at 533 in 1919. During the early Industrial and Commercial Cons-
olidation period, however, the widespread availability of mass-produced goods resulted in a 
quick and drastic 70% decline in grist mills to only 163 by 1927 (McBride and McBride 2008). 
Did this dramatic pattern of grist mill closures in the early 20th century occur in the project area, 
which continued to have a more rural and agriculture-focused population at that time, or was the 
state trend manifested here, as well? 

National Register Listed Milling Resources 

Mill Hole Farm, located south of the park on Chaumont Road in Edmonson County, is the 
only Register-listed milling resource in the project area. It is significant for several reasons 
(Sections 3.4.1, 3.4.8) including milling. Sometime between ca. 1814-1830, property owner 
Killion Creek constructed a water mill in the karst window on the farm (Oppel et al. 1977). “The 
mill was built partly on land and partly afloat on the water, so that the undershot wheel would 
fluctuate with the water level. Several mills were built on the site throughout the 19th century, but 
unfortunately no physical evidence of the structures remain” (Oppel et al. 1977:3). It is possible, 
however, that archeological evidence of the mill operations is preserved on the property.  

Other Significant Milling Resources 

Another significant milling resource is the Southern States Park City Feed Mill in Barren 
County, which has been in operation since 1977. It serves 500-600 customers, providing standard feeds 
and specialized formulas. In 2014 the business was awarded the Feed Mill of the Year Award by the 
American Feed Mill Industry Association and Feedstuffs magazine. The mill has about 20 employees 
and is run by feed manager Bill Monroe and plant manager Gary Huddleston (Spees 2014).  

Historic mills that operated previously in the project area include Gorin Mill in Barren County 
and several around Nolin Lake: Highbaugh Mill, Riders Mill, Wheelers Mill, and Dickeys Mill. 
Little information about these mills was found in the archival sources consulting during Phase I 
research. 
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3.4.12  Mining 

Definitions and Context 

Mining is another type of industry, but one focused on raw material and natural resources 
acquisition and processing. In the project area, mining industries are gypsum, saltpeter, rock 
asphalt, coal, and limestone mining and quarrying; some researchers include oil and natural gas 
extraction. Cultural resources related to mining date to both the prehistoric and historic time 
periods but mostly the latter. 

Other Significant Mining Resources 

Though no mining-related resources are listed in the National Register, there are 36 other 
significant mining resources in the project area. Three (8%) of these provide evidence of pre-
historic mineral mining, three (8%) are prehistoric chert quarry sites, 23 (64%) relate to historic 
saltpeter mining, and seven (20%) relate to asphalt mining. About 69% (n=25) of the resources are 
in Edmonson County, with eight (22%) in Hart County, three (9%) in Barren County, and none in 
Grayson or Warren counties. 

In Salts Cave, during the Late Archaic-Middle Woodland periods miners removed gypsum, 
mirabilite, epsomite, and selenite mineral crusts from rock surfaces and recovered crystals from soil 
deposits and ledges. Mineral mining occurred in all three levels of the cave but was most extensive 
in Upper Salts Cave. Archeologists recovered the mussel shell scrapers or spoons and rock hammer-
stones that miners used to batter mineral crusts from cave walls. The most likely use for the epsomite 
was a medical purgative, with ingestion for treatment of intestinal parasites. Gypsum may have been 
used as a pigment. Gypsum and other mineral mining is evidenced in other non-listed caves in the 
park, most notably Mammoth Cave but also nearby Dixon Cave (15Ed225) and Bluff Cave 
(15Ed176) in Doyel Valley (Watson 1997).  

Three sites in the park provide evidence of prehistoric chert acquisition activities. Curtis Cave 
Field (15Ed12) is identified as a chert quarry site. Here Native peoples collected chert nodules 
eroding from outcrops of unspecified rock formation(s). A similar chert acquisition site is Houchins 
Valley Quarry (15Ed235), where eroding chert nodules of unspecified formation(s) were collected. 
At the Houchins Valley Chert Outcrop (15Ed47) miners extracted Ste. Genevieve chert from 
tabular deposits and nodules in the bedrock. Discarded raw material is scattered near the rock out-
crops (Prentice 1993). 

One of the earliest Historic period mining industries in the park and project area was saltpeter 
extraction. Researchers have written extensively about the saltpeter mining and processing 
operation at Mammoth and Dixon caves, which began by the late 1790s. In fact, the first recorded 
name for Mammoth Cave was Saltpetre Cave. In 1808 Fleming Gatewood and Charles Wilkins 
purchased the caves with the intent of expanding the saltpeter works, speculating that war soon 
would ensue between the U.S. and England. They constructed more leaching vats in Mammoth 
Cave, and they expanded the wooden pipe system that transferred water into and out of the cave. 
By 1812, as many as 70 enslaved persons mined the sediments and extracted the saltpeter at 
Mammoth Cave, producing about 10,000 pounds of the mineral that year. Over the course of the 
War of 1812, Mammoth Cave produced an estimated 400,000 lbs of saltpeter. By 1813, saltpeter 
sold for 75 cents to one dollar per pound, a five-fold increase in price from the pre-war era. By 
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1815, however, the mining ceased as cheaper foreign sources of niter became available (De Paepe 
1985; Faust 1967; George 1986c, 2001, 2005; Hill and De Paepe 1979; O’Dell 1995).  

The extant elements of the Mammoth Cave saltpeter works were surveyed as part of the 
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER KY-18) and archeologists have studied and 
conserved remnants of these facilities: nine leaching vats, two collecting tanks, part of one pump, 
pump tower timbers, and sections of wooden water pipe (Crothers et al. 2013, Mickelson 2008). 
The remaining saltpeter works are a contributing property to the Mammoth Cave Historic District 
listing on the National Register (Lally 1989b), the only archeological site in the park listed in the 
National Register for Historic period components. 

Because there was a great deal of money to be made in supplying saltpeter to the gunpowder 
mills during the War of 1812, local people soon began mining saltpeter from other caves all around 
the region (Table 11). As such, saltpeter mining occurred not only as large-scale industrial 
operations, such as at Mammoth and Dixon Caves, but also on a smaller scale as family operations 
or cottage industries. Twenty-three smaller operations occurred in the project area, four of which 
are in the park: Cedar Springs, Haunted, Longs, and White. Of all 23 caves, nine (39%) are on the 
Mammoth Cave quadrangle, five (22%) on Munfordville, three (13%) on Park City, two (9%) on 
Horse Cave, and one (4%) each on Cub Run, Nolin Lake, Rhoda, and Smiths Grove. None are 
documented on the Bee Spring, Bristow, Brownsville, and Glasgow North quadrangles (George 
1986b, Plemons 2007).  

Table 11. Caves in the Project Area with Evidence of Historic Period Saltpeter Mining (George 
1986b, Plemons 2007). 

Barren Co. quadrangle 
Indian  Mammoth Cave 
Outlaw Mammoth Cave 
Wonderland Mammoth Cave 

Edmonson Co. quadrangle 
Cedar Springs SP Mammoth Cave 
Dixon Mammoth Cave 
Jim Mammoth Cave 
Longs Mammoth Cave 

Edmonson Co. quadrangle 
Mammoth Mammoth Cave 
White Mammoth Cave 
Peter Branch Nolin River 

Hundred Dome Park City 
Jesse James Park City 
Short Park City 
Haunted Rhoda 
Beckner SP Smiths Grove 

Hart Co. quadrangle 
Forestville SP Cub Run 
Hatcher Valley Horse Cave 
Saltpeter Horse Cave 

Granny Puckett Munfordville 
Logsdon Valley Munfordville 
Lone Star Munfordville 
Riders Mill Munfordville 
Saltpeter Munfordville 

 
Outside the park to the east on the WKU Green River Preserve, one saltpeter mine called 

Forestville Saltpeter Cave (15Ht94) was evaluated as eligible for National Register listing as part 
of a historic district (rural historic landscape) under Criterion D of the National Register. Recent 
research revealed that at least 856 cu m of soil or about 23,700 bushels was mined from all 
passageways, indicating that production at some smaller caves was much more extensive than 
previously thought. This sediment could have produced between 23,700 and 118,500 pounds of 
saltpeter (Applegate and Duke 2013). Local informants identified two other saltpeter caves as 
important historic, natural, and scenic resources in Edmonson County south of the park: 
Jessie/Jesse James Cave (a.k.a., James Cave, 1000 Domes Cave) and Hundred Dome Cave (a.k.a., 
100 Domes, Coach Cave) (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52).  
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Another major historic industry in the region involved the mining and processing of rock 
asphalt, and at its peak the industry employed thousands of workers. Rock asphalt is a coarse-
grained sandstone impregnated with tar-like carbonaceous bitumen in the pore spaces. After 
crushing, the rock was used in road paving. Deposits in Edmonson County, the most productive in 
the state (and nation), are the Caseyville, Bee Spring, and Big Clifty formations (Bowersox 2016). 
In his 1930 poem “Edmonson,” John A. Logan identified “Kentucky Rock” as one of two natural 
wonders of the county (the other being Mammoth Cave).  

Attempts to mine rock asphalt in the region began in 1887 when Dr. W. F. Breyfogle of New 
Albany, Indiana purchased mining rights in Edmonson and Grayson counties. The two processing 
plants he constructed for the American Bituminous Rock Company were not financially 
successful. Another unsuccessful effort was made by the Federal Asphalt Company of Chicago, 
which filed for bankruptcy in 1900 (Rennick 2016b).  

Three of the state’s other many rock asphalt companies operated successfully in the project 
area in the 20th century. The best known of these was located on Green and Nolin rivers. Between 
1903-1917, Wadsworth Stone and Paving Company of Pittsburgh operated an asphalt mining 
and processing operation on a 300-acre tract on Green River at Pittsburgh Landing, west of 
Brownsville (Figure 20). The company registered “Kyrock” as a trade name for its product in 1911, 
and an associated town of the same name was established adjacent to the company’s quarries and 
processing plant on Nolin River (Bowersox 2016), just outside the northwestern corner of the park.  

The Louisville-based Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company acquired the Wadsworth operation 
in 1917 and ran it for the next 40 years, the longest tenure by far of the 19 asphalt companies in 
western Kentucky. Its product was used to pave roads in 31 states, Canada, Cuba, Europe, and 
Brazil, and, famously, the Indianapolis Motor Speedway track (Bowersox 2016). The company’s 
history is tied to prominent Edmonson County son Marvel Mills Logan, an early advocate for 
creation of the national park and brother of the aforementioned John A. Logan: 

Its history in Kentucky starts about 1906 when M.M. Logan, Frankfort [originally of 
Rhoda], began acquiring rock-asphalt leases in Edmonson County. By 1914 he had 
accumulated about 40,000 acres of leases that became the sole asset of Bee Spring 
Land and Mining Co., by exchanging company stock with landowners for their 
mineral rights held by the leases. On Jan. 1, 1917, Kentucky Rock Asphalt Co. was 
formed by the merger of Wadsworth Stone and Paving’s Kentucky operations with 
the assets of Bee Spring Land and Mining Co. and $1.3 million of capital stock. 
Kentucky Rock Asphalt Co. became the largest rock-asphalt producer in Kentucky, 
and the only producer from 1917 to 1921 and 1947 to 1957 (Bowersox 2016:15-16).  

The Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company industry was associated with a variety of structures and 
facilities (Figures 21-23). Buildings included rock crushers, grinding mills, processing mills, and 
pump houses. Other infrastructure involved conveyors, water towers and tanks, rail or tram lines 
with trains and dinky engines, river landings, barge-loading terminals, and barges (Bowersox 
2016). The local community identified the dinky train at Kyrock as an important cultural resource 
(Edmonson County High School 1981). At Kyrock, the only surviving industrial structure is a 
water tower, but archeological traces of other buildings remain, including Sweet Spring and Pump 
House and Kyrock Methodist Episcopal Church (LeSieur 2013).  
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Figure 20. Portion of Brownsville (1920) 1:62,000 Topographic Map Showing Locations of Pittsburg Landing, Asphalt, and Gulf Hollow. 

Figure 21. Undated Post-1925 Aerial Photograph of Rock Asphalt Industry on Nolin River and Pigeon Creek, View Southeast 
(WKU Special Collections Library).  
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Figure 22. Undated Historic Photograph of Rock Asphalt Quarry Working Face and Industrial Infrastructure at Kyrock, View 
Northwest (WKU Special Collections Library n.d.).  

Figure 23. Undated Historic Photograph of Secondary Crusher and Finishing Mill, Conveyor, and Kyrock Harbor, View Northwest 
(WKU Special Collections Library).  

The asphalt operations resulted in considerable landscape alterations (Figures 18-20). At its 
peak in 1929, the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company had nine-ten quarries in the county – Dismal 
Creek, Beaver Dam/Black Gold, Kyrock Main, No. 1, Morris, Pine Creek, Sweden, Indian 
Creek, Hatch, and Wadsworth – with another proposed quarry at Ollie (Weller 1929 in Bowersox 
2016:16). [The Hatch quarry, and possibly the Indian Creek quarry, was/were initially opened 
by a Mr. Hatch in 1907 and operated for about 18 months, selling the asphalt to Barber Asphalt 
Co. in St. Louis.] Tens of feet of overburden soil and rock were removed to access the asphalt 
rock. The quarries created massive pits – the Main Quarry at Kyrock, for example, had a one-
mile-long working face – as well as smaller prospecting pits. The quarries remain visible in 
LiDAR images today. The Nolin River shoreline was changed substantially with retaining walls, 
ramps, and other alterations to facilitate access by barges transporting the processed rock. 
Artificial talus slopes and spoil piles of discarded crushed rock accumulated, and wooded tracts 
were deforested (Bowersox 2016).  
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The rock asphalt industry had equally profound impacts on local communities. In fact, 
Wadsworth Stone and Paving and Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company created six company towns 
and hamlets – Kyrock, Ridgedale, Woodside, River Road, Sweet Springs, and Black Gold – west 
of Nolin River (Figure 18). In addition to the residential camps, the companies – especially 
Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company, under the guidance of its highly respected superintendent 
Henry “Harry” St. George Tucker Carmichael – established schools, hotel, church, cemetery, 
recreational facilities, commissaries, water works, doctor’s office, roads, bridges, and other 
facilities to support their 1,000-2,000 employees. Though most employees were locals, informant 
Billy Gibson recently reported that Mr. Carmichael recruited former iron miners from Alabama, 
including his father and members of the Bunnell, McDougal, and Chambers families (Marks 1931, 
LeSieur 2013).  

The rock asphalt industry provided reliable and respectable forms of employment for both men 
and women, though the mining and processing work was extremely strenuous and dangerous. In a 
recent interview, Delola (Woodcock) Harrod recounted the death of her father, Andrew Jackson 
“Jack” Woodcock, on November 4, 1946, on what was to be his last day of work before retirement, 
when a 2.5-ton hammer fell on his head just 15 minutes before the end of his shift. In a 1978 
interview, Lacey Minton described how he worked in 1938 to get 88% of the miners on board to 
establish United Mine Workers Local #72 to represent workers’ concerns. Though the organization 
had limited success in improving the working conditions, it did secure pay raises. Despite the 
hazards, a strong sense of community developed, and individuals born and raised in the area refer 
to themselves as “Kyrockers” (Marks 1931, LeSieur 2013).  

A second rock asphalt enterprise in the project area was located in west-central Edmonson 
County, to the southwest of the aforementioned operation. Organized in 1922, the Natural Rock 
Asphalt Corporation controlled a 2,000-acre mining and processing operation in Gulf Hollow 
(Figure 20) and a barge landing on Bear Creek. Asphalt rock of the Caseyville formation was 
acquired from an open-pit quarry. Standard Rock Asphalt Company acquired the company in 
1928 and ran the operation until 1935. The company also operated a quarry west of Nolin River 
between the No. 1 and Morris quarries of the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company described above 
(Bowersox 2016).  

Three consecutive companies ran the third asphalt operation in the project area. Organized in 
1922 in Louisville to exploit undeveloped reserves in Edmonson County, the Rock Asphalt 
Company of America (a.k.a., American Rock Asphalt Company) managed over 2,000 acres along 
Green River near Asphalt west of Brownsville (Figure 20). The primary operation was near the 
abandoned Wadsworth Stone and Paving Company’s site at Pittsburgh Landing on Green River. 
It appears to have taken several years before mining and processing operations commenced, and 
by 1927 the company merged with Southern Rock Asphalt Company of Louisville into the United 
Rock Asphalt Company. United also acquired 3,000 acres in leases, some of which were located 
in Edmonson County. United operated with limited success until about 1930. Diamond Rock 
Asphalt Company purchased the company in about 1932, which operated the properties and mill 
until 1940 (Bowersox 2016).  
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3.4.13  Mortuary, Cemeteries, and Graveyards 

Definitions and Context 

Regarding mortuary land use, cemeteries and graveyards are burial grounds used by Native 
American, Euro-American, and African American communities in the project area. A burial 
ground is a location where individuals are buried, whether or not the burials are marked or visible. 
Cemeteries refer to formal, marked, historic burial grounds currently in use, while grave-yards are 
those not currently active. The most common types of cemeteries and graveyards in the project 
area, especially in the park, are family and church yards, the former consisting of a plot of land on 
which the landowners and possibly neighbors and close friends are interred, and the latter being 
plots of land on church properties where members of the congregations and others are interred. 
Family cemeteries are common components of the Upland South tradition. Outside the park, public 
cemeteries are burial grounds owned and maintained by municipal or county governments and 
open to all members of the public.  

In addition to burial grounds, other tangible evidence of mortuary land use includes burial 
containers like coffins and caskets, grave markers and statuary, memorial markers, cultural vege-
tation, grave decorations, house decorations, newspaper obituaries, funeral home records, death 
certificates, postmortem photographs and posthumous portraits, mourning clothing and jewelry, 
mourning tokens and stationary, memorial needlework, and grave goods. Customs and traditions 
associated with death vigils, preparing and viewing the deceased, and creating and maintaining 
graves such as those with shell decorations; funeral songs and recitations, epitaphs, cause of death 
terminology, and death poems and prose; and mortuary symbols and iconography are examples of 
intangible evidence. Funeral home buildings, funeral home operating regulations, funeral home 
advertisements and business records, records of professional organizations of funeral directors and 
undertakers, and stories of funeral home staff are other potential tangible and intangible resources 
related to mortuary land use.  

Hawkins (2012) documented decoration practices at several Edmonson County cemeteries, 
focusing on the placement of flowers, knick-knacks, and flags on graves at rural Baptist yards. For 
example, she described the long-time practice of leaving “offerings” at Floyd Collins’ grave in 
Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery. Future research on Decoration Days and grave 
decoration practices in the project area is needed, given the relationship of this distinctive practice 
to the broader Upland South mortuary tradition. Temporal, spatial, and racial/ethnic variation in 
the practice, as well as social activities associated with decoration events, should be investigated.  

Project Area Summary Statistics 

There are at least 270 cemeteries and graveyards in the current project area. Of these, 86 (32%) 
are on park lands (Appendix C) and 184 (68%) are outside the park. The burial grounds in the park 
are located primarily on ridgetops on both sides of Green River. The time ranges of interment are 
not known for 22 of the 69 (32%) graveyards in the database, and the others date predominantly 
to the late 19th to early 20th centuries. The earliest interment was Nancy Jarvance in 1810 in Old 
Guides Cemetery. Of the documented cemeteries and graveyards in the park vicinity, 41 (22%) 
are in Barren County, 54 (29%) are in Edmonson County, there are 16 (9%) in Grayson County, 
56 (30%) are in Hart County, and there are 17 (9%) in Warren County. 
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National Register Listed Mortuary and Cemetery Resources 

Five of the 270 burial grounds are listed on the National Register, three in the park listed in 
1991 and two outside. Located near Cade and Maple Springs, the Good Spring/Springs Baptist 
Church Cemetery is southwest of the church. It has about 250 interments and was used between 
at least 1847-2014. Graves are marked with east-facing commercially produced head- and 
footstones or uncut field-stones, though some are unmarked. Surnames are Barbee, Blair, Byrns, 
Carroll, Constant, Crenshaw, Crump, Davis, Demonbron/Demunbrun, Dossey, Doyle, Elliott, 
Elmore, Gipson, Goodrum, Gore, Hargraves, Hogan, Houchin, Humphrey, Kelley, Kerr, Kidwell, 
Lindsey, McGavic, Meredith/ Merideth, Miles, Minyard, Napier, Nichols, Noble, Page, Parker, 
Priddy, Richards, Rigdon, Ritter, Sanders, Sego, Sell, Strange, Thompson, and Wood (Lally 
1989a, www.findagrave.com).  

Located to the north of the church, Joppa Baptist Church Cemetery is in the former Elko 
community on Joppa Ridge southwest of Mammoth Cave. Like Good Spring, the 95 graves at 
Joppa Baptist Church Cemetery are marked with east-facing commercially produced head- and 
footstones or uncut fieldstones, though some are unmarked. Interment dates span over one century, 
between 1904-2008. Surnames are Age, Alexander, Beckner, Carney, Chapman, Coats, Crump, 
Davis, Doyle, Evans, Gentry, Hazen, Herron, Hogan, Hornback, Jones, Lee, Lindsey, Logsdon, 
McCombs, Meredith, Miniard/Minyard, Murphy, Murry, Page, Purvis, Rutherford, Sanders, Sego, 
Simmons, Smith, Sturgis, Tibbs, and Underwood (Lally 1989b, www.findagrave.com).  

Old Guides Cemetery (a.k.a., Old Guide, Old Guide’s Cemetery) is situated on a ridge south 
of the Mammoth Cave Historic Entrance. It is unique in that it is not associated with a church or 
farm-stead. Further, it is “the only above ground resource representing the period of discovery and 
early uses of Mammoth Cave” (Lally 1989c:6). There are 21 graves, 13 marked by fieldstones, 
five with commercial markers, two with box tombs and rock walls, and one with rock walls. 
Interment dates range from 1810 to 2010, with the period of significance from 1842 to 1857. 
Famous Mammoth Cave guide and explorer Stephen Bishop and three patients from Dr. John 
Croghan’s tuberculosis hospital in Mammoth Cave – Charles Marshall of Oswego County, New 
York, Margaret Barnes of Pennsylvania, and Oliver P. Blair of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – are 
among those interred in the graveyard. Others possibly were enslaved guides and employees of 
Croghan’s Mammoth Cave Estate and include the surnames Harper, Irves, and Lee, though the 
1810 burial of Nancy Jarvance predates the estate and the 2010 interment of David James Bliss 
followed decades of inactivity (Lally 1989c, www.findagrave.com).  

Two of the listed cemeteries part of multiple-property listings outside the park. Parker-Camp 
Cemetery on Mill Hole Farm is outside the south boundary of the park in Edmonson County. It is 
several hundred meters east of an early 19th century Federal-style brick home and has an 
unspecified number of interments of the Hardin Camp and William Parker families, who owned 
the property in the 1820s-1840s (Opel et al. 1977).  

Listed in 1997, an unnamed graveyard is part of the Battle of Munfordville on the south side 
of Green River in Hart County. Located near Charlie Dowling Road along the northern edge of 
the battlefield, the graveyard has an unknown number of burials as some have been moved to other 
cemeteries. It reportedly contains the remains of several unidentified Union and Confederate 
soldiers who died in the 1862 battle (Logsdon 1997).  

https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com
https://www.findagrave.com
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3.4.14  Museums and Interpretive Centers 

Museums and interpretive centers are institutions that serve multiple functions, including 
public education, research, and preservation and conservation of heritage, traditions, and material 
culture. Museums tend to have a broad focus and include resources from or about multiple places, 
peoples, traditions, or items, while interpretive centers tend to have a more narrow focus related 
to a particular place, people, tradition, or item. Interpretive centers often place more emphasis on 
context and process because they are located in close proximity to the subject covered by their 
exhibits and collections, whereas museums tend to be off-site.  

 
The major interpretive center in the project area is the Mammoth Cave Visitor Center. It 

recently was renovated with a new accessible exhibit area. The exhibits, which were fabricated 
and installed Southern Custom Exhibits of Alabama, describe and illustrate both natural and 
cultural history. Panels cover the origins and development of the cave system, early human uses 
of caves and cave resources, mining and tourism industries related to the cave, Historic period 
exploration and mapping of the cave, and cave science. The exhibit hall also features a video about 
the history of cave exploration and the cave’s distinction as the longest in the world. Funding for 
Phase II renovation ($10.4 million) was provided through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Carson 2012, MACA 2019).  

Another type of interpretive resource in the park is wayside exhibits about cultural and natural 
resources. For example, a series of exhibits along the Sand Cave Trail boardwalk tells the 
compelling story of the entrapment, attempted rescue, and death of Floyd Collins in 1925. Wayside 
exhibits along the boardwalk of Sloans Crossing Pond Walk describe the unique environment 
and wildlife of the pond. 

 Outside the park, the only other interpretive centers or museums are associated with historical 
societies and archives. The largest is the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center in Glasgow, 
one of the archives consulted for this research project. As described in Section 3.2.8, the museum 
portion of the Cultural Center houses an exhibit on Mammoth Cave, featuring objects and content 
about Mammoth Cave area hotels, travel, and tourism. Objects related to other aspects of the area’s 
culture history, including Native American artifacts and historic clothing, are exhibited throughout 
the Cultural Center.  

Similarly, another consulted archive, the Hart County Museum in Munfordville, has an 
exhibit space that recently featured local tobacco farming and white oak basket making exhibits 
(Section 3.2.3). The Grayson County Historical Society facility exhibits hundreds of objects 
related to the history of the county and its residents (Section 3.3.10). Admission to the museum is 
free. Items on display include “clothing, furniture, quilts, machines, bibles and books, 
correspondence, pictures, photos, medical equipment, currency, and personal effects” (Grayson 
County Historical Society 2017:1). Though this museum is physically outside the current project 
area, the materials it exhibits represents portions of the study area. 

In Horse Cave, the American Cave Museum features exhibits about the formation of caves, 
cave biota and mineral formations, groundwater and water resources, cave conservation, and the 
history of Hidden River Cave, over which the museum was constructed. Though many of the 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 244 

panels focus on natural history, human history also is presented through exhibits such as Native 
American lifeways and cave use (American Cave Museum 2019).  

The Museum of Pioneer Life in Brownsville was identified by local informants as an 
important historic resource in the county. It featured an “outstanding collection of every day tools 
and equipment of pioneer life in Edmonson County” (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52; #10 on 
their map, p. 53). The current status of this museum or its collections is not known. 

3.4.15  Nature and Natural Landscapes 

Definitions and Context 

Natural resources and landscapes are appreciated for their aesthetic, cultural, and/or scientific 
values and their “undisturbed” character, though such places can be and often are impacted and 
shaped by humans (VanCleve and Cummings 1968). Some served as important landmarks and 
territorial markers for Native Americans, pioneers, and other groups. Some are foci of tourist 
attractions (Section 3.4.19). 

Types of natural resources and landscapes in the project area are caves and other karst features, 
rivers and river crossings, knobs and ridges, hollows and rockshelters, animal trails or traces, and 
forests and barrens. Green River, for instance, is known locally as the “deepest little river in the 
world” and was critical to the movement of people and goods during the prehistoric and historic 
periods. Not surprisingly, local informants identified it as an important natural and scenic resource 
in Edmonson County (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52). The boundaries of Mammoth Cave 
National Park, straddling the river, was no accident, and protection of the river is cited by the park 
as one reason it was established.  

Project Area Summary Statistics 

At least 41 natural resources of importance were identified through archival research and key 
informant interviews. They include 23 (56%) caves and karst landscape features, ten (24%) knobs 
and hills, five (13%) river-related resources, and three (7%) other resources. About 60% (n=25) of 
the resources are located in the park. Thirty-five (85%) of the natural resources are in Edmonson 
County, with two (5%) each in Barren, Hart, and Warren counties.  

Caves and Karst Landscape Features 

Obviously, Mammoth Cave and its entire ecosystem is a significant natural resource in the 
project area and the reason for formation of the park. The significance of the cave and its environs 
is indicated by its designations as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and Biosphere Reserve. 

The caves developed at Park Mammoth Resort on Bald Knob west of Park City near the 
Edmonson-Barren county line were identified by local informants as important historic, natural, 
and scenic resources in Edmonson County (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52; #12 on their map, 
p. 53). Discovered in 1859, Hundred Dome Cave (a.k.a., 100 Domes, Coach Cave) was shown 
commercially prior to the Civil War (Rennick 2016b). The other caves here are James Cave, 
which is actively studied by cave grottos, Dome House Cave, Slave Cave, and Thousand Dome 
Cave.  
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But caves are not the only type of karst landscape feature. Another is springs, one such 
important resource being Three Springs, a group of three parallel springs on Flint Ridge in the 
park. In the 20th century, water from the springs was piped to storage tanks at the intersection of 
Flint Ridge and Great Onyx Cave roads and to the Mammoth Cave Hotel (Rennick 2016b). The 
pump house constructed at the springs is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (Section 
3.4.7). 

Sixteen other caves and karst features that are significant natural resources in the project area 
are listed in Tables 25-26 (Section 3.3.12). They include underground rivers and cave features 
related to linking the Mammoth and Flint Ridge cave systems, in particular.  

Rivers and River Crossings 

Buffalo Crossing (a.k.a., Great Buffalo Crossing, Big Buffalo Crossing) in Munfordville is a 
shallow portion of Green River that served as a river ford or crossing for Native Americans and 
buffalo for centuries. It is a common landscape feature on early historic maps, and a primary reason 
for the location of Munfordville. It is associated with another landscape feature, the north-south 
trending Buffalo Trail or Trace, a centuries-worn pathway created by herds of buffalo. Native 
Americans used the trace, and it became a roadway for Historic period pioneers and settlers, 
including Amos Ferry Road and Washington Street in Munfordville and probably Charles Dowling 
Road in Woodsonville. In 1784 John Filson wrote “The amazing herds of buffaloes which resort 
thither, by their size and number, fill the traveller with amazement and terror, especially when he 
beholds the prodigious roads they have made from all quarters, as if leading to some populous 
city.” A Kentucky historic marker in Munfordville commemorates the Buffalo Crossing and 
Buffalo Trace.  

 “Some of the natural areas in Edmonson County have sufficient aesthetic and cultural 
interest to attract people to enjoy the areas or to study them” (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:10, 
emphasis added). A good example is Dismal Rock south of Nolin Lake dam. It is a massive 
sandstone block separated from its adjacent cliffline. It is a locally renowned landscape feature, 
long-time site of community gatherings, and popular rock climbing site for decades with four 
climbing routes (Dickey 1981). Local informants identified it as an important natural and scenic 
resource in Edmonson County (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52). Dismal Rock is featured in 
the works of locally born, award-winning poet and author Davis McCombs. One of his works 
centers on Noah Duvall’s 1902 shooting of the last gray wolf in the area at the base of Dismal 
Rock (McCombs 2007). The wolf was displayed at the Big 7 store in Leitchfield (Warnell 
1997).  

Nolin River (a.k.a., Nolan River) has been a significant natural resource in the western portion 
of the project area throughout the period of historic settlement. It served as an important north-
south transportation route, facilitated economic exploitation of asphalt resources by providing 
means to move supplies and ores in/out of the area, and has been used for recreation for 
generations.  

First Creek is the first major tributary on the east side of Nolin River upstream of its 
confluence with Green River. It drains an area within the park north of Houchin Ferry. The 
intermittent headwaters of First Creek flow west to First Creek Lake on First Creek, “a small 
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lake, fed by a big spring, formed, say old timers, by an eddy in Nolin River at the outlet of First 
Creek, causing silting to take place. It is noted for its good fishing and is one of the greatest 
warbler areas in the park” (Rennick 2016b:53). The lake is about 185 m east of the mouth of 
First Creek. Second Creek is the second major tributary, north of First Creek. It drains an east-
west-trending valley south of Ollie Ridge, the downstream half within the park boundaries 
(Rennick 2016b).  

Other Natural Resources and Landscapes 

Other types of natural resources in the project area are knobs and ridges, hollows and 
rockshelters, animal trails or traces, and forests and barrens.  

Knobs are isolated hills that rise above fairly level landscapes. Knobs form a linear band 
between the Dripping Springs Escarpment and the sinkhole plain; as such, most are located south 
of Green River. Generally speaking, some knobs were culturally significant as landscape 
landmarks for travelers or territorial boundary markers. Because their steep slopes were not arable, 
knobs often remained wooded and supplied residents with timber resources, serving as wood lots 
of sorts. Today knobs are preferred places for erecting telecommunication towers. 

Goblin Knob, a 744 ft hill inside the north-central boundary of the park, is one of the relatively 
rare knobs on the north side of Green River. The name is a modification of the word “gobbling,” 
or the sound made by the wild turkeys that were well-known to inhabit the knob (Rennick 2016b). 
Indian Hill north of Brownsville in a bend overlooking Green River had Native American 
fortification, mounds, shell midden, and burials, as well as a spring. It was cleared and farmed 
historically (Perrin et al. 1888). Also in the park, Whistle Mountain (a.k.a., Whistler Mountain, 
Whistling Mountain) is a broad-topped knob at the confluence of Nolin River and Bylew Creek. 
It was named for the sound made by the wind blowing through pine and spruce trees on its summit 
(Works Progress Administration 1939).  

Outside the park, Huckleberry Knob in Cave City has been an important landmark since the 
community was established. Today is associated with tourist attractions such as Guntown 
Mountain (Section 3.4.19). Also in Cave City, Prewitts Knob has three caves that were used by 
native peoples as burial grounds, and one of the caves, Crystal Onyx Cave, is a show cave. In 
Brownsville, Potato Hill and Reservoir Hill were identified by local informants as significant 
natural and scenic resources (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52-53). Frenchman’s Knob is 
significant as the highest point in Hart County at 1,400 ft. In April 1782, a Frenchmen Gilbert 
LeClerc, for whom the Knob was named, led a small party to settle in the area. He and William 
Smuthers were killed by an Indian raiding party; LeClerc's wife survived the attack. LeClerc was 
buried on the summit of the Knob. In Warren County, Pilot Knob and Little Knob bracket the 
community of Smiths Grove. They were and remain important navigational aids in the area. 

Bylew Hollow, the western portion of which is within the northwestern portion of the park, 
was identified by local informants as an important natural and scenic resource in Edmonson 
County, owing to its “20 miles of timbered hollow wilderness area” (VanCleve and Cummings 
1968:52; #18 on their map, p. 53). Also in the northern part of the park, the Big Woods are 
important as one of few remaining stands of “native” timber in the region.  
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West of the park, the unnamed ridges on which Hwy 70 was constructed between Brownsville 
and Windyville are identified by local informants as an important scenic resource in Edmonson 
County, owing to the three-mile views afforded north and south.  

3.4.16  Recreation and Sports 

Definitions and Context 

Recreation refers to activities done for enjoyment or relaxation to refresh one’s mind or body 
when one is not working. Sports are a particular type of recreation and refer to activities involving 
skill and adherence to a set of prescribed rules, and typically physical exertion and competition 
between or among individuals or teams. The national park itself generally falls within the area of 
recreation. Specific types of recreation and sports in the project area are spelunking or caving, 
hiking, running, rock climbing, geocaching, camping, boating, fishing, hunting, bird watching, 
skiing, horseback riding, miniature golf, and zip lining. Resource collecting is another type of 
recreation, and in the project area has involved collecting wildflowers, ginseng, and morel 
mushrooms for personal use, though the latter two also are collected for commercial sale. Each 
type of recreation is associated with specific places, material culture, vocabularies, rules or 
guidelines, customs, and traditions.  

In Kentucky, miniature golf courses “were among the first businesses to dot the roadscape in 
the mid-to-late 1920s” (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016:3). This recreational activity became a 
sudden rage, played by people of all ages, both sexes, and all skill levels (Kentucky Heritage 
Council 2016). “Courses sprouted up on empty lots in the city, on rooftops, in resort areas and in 
basements across Kentucky” (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016:3). But as quickly as it developed, 
the craze faded after the Great Depression in the 1930s. With the economic prosperity following 
World War II, the industry resurged with the same spatial ubiquity and diversity of participants. 
New developments included the creation of franchises and the construction of courses at 
restaurants and motels (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). 

National Register Listed Recreation and Sports Resources 

The Residential Area District and the Superintendent’s House in the park were listed under 
Criterion A in 1991 for their significance in the area of recreation/entertainment, but the historic 
district and house also are relevant to government (Section 3.4.7) and residential (Section 3.4.18) 
functions. Consisting of six residential buildings and a circular driveway, the historic district was 
constructed in 1937 by the CCC. The CCC constructed the Superintendent’s House in 1941. The 
two resources fall within the time period between 1937-1942 when the Corps was involved in the 
erection of park infrastructure (Lally 1989h, 1989i). “The CCC was charged with the responsibility 
of developing a recreational wilderness out of what had been agricultural land for decades” (Lally 
1989h:7).  

Other Significant Recreation and Sports Resources 

Spanning Barren and Edmonson counties, the Mammoth Cave Hike and Bike Trail is 
significant as the only rail-to-trail development in south-central Kentucky. Following the raised 
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bed that formerly supported the Mammoth Cave Railway spur line, the trail from Park City to 
Mammoth Cave is eight miles long and paved with crushed stone (KYTC 2015:6-10). 

Historically, recreational activities in the Mammoth Cave region included fish trapping, goat 
hunting in the bluffs, hunting wolves and eagles, shooting matches, swimming, and visiting or 
talking about subjects like haunted places such as caves and Cubby Cove. A popular gathering 
place to talk and have a drink of water was the Hickory Cabin, located about 1.5 miles southeast 
of Stockholm in the Ugly Creek drainage within the park (Warnell 1997). Considered “one of the 
ancient landmarks of Edmonson County,” the building was constructed ca. 1826 of unhewn and 
debarked hickory logs “near a fine spring which furnished water to all the travelers passing along 
Mammoth Cave Road” (Warnell 1997:91-92). A local business, The Hickory Cabins on Nolin 
Dam Road (Hwy 1827), which offers rental cabin lodging and outdoor recreation, takes its name 
from this local resource. 

West of the park, Nolin Lake was identified by local informants as important natural and 
scenic resource in Edmonson County, described as “5,000 acres of water and miles of beautiful 
shoreline” (VanCleve and Cummings 1968:52; #17 on their map, p. 53). The dam was authorized 
in 1938, the impoundment was created in 1963, and the state park opened in 2001. Boating, water 
skiing, fishing, and swimming are among the activities in which visitors engage at the lake. 

3.4.17  Religion and Churches 

Definitions and Context 

Regarding land uses related to religion, the most common cultural resource in the project area 
is churches, or structures for the worship of Christian religions and religious instruction. Chapels 
are places of worship, prayer, or fellowship that are smaller than and subordinate to a church and 
may be associated with non-religious institutions like hospitals. Meeting houses are buildings 
where certain religious groups such as Shakers and Quakers assembled for worship. Other 
potential buildings related to religious worship are synagogues for congregations of the Jewish 
faith, and mosques for Islamic or Muslim congregations.  

Though they primarily have a religious function, churches, synagogues, mosques, and other 
religious buildings are also the loci of social interactions and fellowship among individuals in the 
congregation, such as marriages, wakes, funerals, communal meals, and holiday celebrations. 
Monasteries are houses or residential building complexes for religious specialists, especially 
monks or nuns, who are bound by vows to lives of religious worship and service. Other potential 
cultural resources related to religion are shrines, sanctuaries, holy or sacred sites, religious texts, 
relics, beliefs, teachings, revivals, reunions, other gatherings, rituals, ceremonies, hymns, religious 
music, imagery, symbols, and narratives.  

Project Area Summary Statistics 

Historically, there were at least ten churches on lands that became Mammoth Cave National 
Park, seven of which were extant at the time of park formation. Outside the park in the project 
area, there are at least 101 churches (Table 2). About 34% are in Hart County, 27% in Edmonson 
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County, 19% in Barren County, 17% in Warren County, and 4% in Grayson County. Of these 111 
resources, nine are listed in the National Register, including three in the park and six outside. Two 
additional religion-related resources documented through archival research are related to baptism.  

National Register Listed Religion and Churches Resources 

The current Good Spring Baptist Church building, not the first for the congregation, was 
constructed in about 1900. The one-story frame building with a front-gable roof and central 
chimney was built on a sandstone block foundation. The exterior is white weatherboard, and the 
roof is covered in tin sheeting. The front façade features two doors with transoms and sets of 
sandstone-block steps. The other three exterior walls each have three four-over-four double-hung 
sash windows. The plain interior has wood planking walls and flooring, movable hand-made 
wooden pews, a podium, and coat/hat pegs (Lally 1989a). Besides being listed in the Register, the 
church depicted in a drawing by Barry Clark in the Edmonson County High School (1983) 
Historical Calendar, and church bell depicted in a drawing by Craig Bledsoe in the same calendar, 
indicating that the students considered the church to be or were told by other people that it is an 
important cultural resource. 

The current Joppa Baptist Church building is very similar to the Good Spring Baptist Church 
in form and construction materials and was erected about the same time. It differs in having 
wooden front steps, four windows on the side elevations, and a door and window on the rear 
elevation. The interior walls are tongue-and-groove and the space is sparse (Lally 1989c). Since 
being listed, structural issues with the church building have been addressed. A prior 1882 church 
at Joppa was log and was known as Pleasant Union Church; later, the church was rebuilt in a 
different location (Warnell 1997). 

Except for concrete front steps, the exterior of the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church is very 
similar to Joppa Baptist Church. Constructed in 1927, the building’s plain interior features wood 
plank flooring, tongue-and-groove walls and ceiling, and movable handmade wooden pews (Lally 
1989d).  

Two of the other churches listed in the National Register are Munfordville Baptist Church 
and Munfordville Presbyterian Church in Hart County. The four additional listed churches are 
in Warren County: Fairview Methodist Church, Mount Olivet Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, Smiths Grove Baptist Church, and Smiths Grove Presbyterian Church. 

Other Significant Religion and Churches Resources 

An example of a non-listed church resource in the park is Temple Hill Baptist Church, 
constructed in 1887 (Warnell 1997). The church was destroyed in 1928 by fire from a defective 
chimney flue (Finn 1928d). “Only a few of the pews, a door and some windows were salvaged … 
The building was one of the most substantially constructed edifices in the county and at present 
day prices would cost several thousand dollars to replace” (Finn 1928d:3). Archeological evidence 
of the significant church likely remains. 

An example outside the park is Belle Key Methodist Church (a.k.a., Mt. Nebo Methodist 
Church, Old Belle Key Church). This one-room church, the second to serve the congregation 
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(Section 3.3.4) was constructed in 1885 by John Robert Renfro, who placed a hand pointing toward 
the sky on the church steeple (Cowles 2013, Wilson 2013). The church is depicted in a drawing 
by Christi Wells in the Edmonson County High School (1983) Historical Calendar, indicating that 
the student considered the church to be or was told by other people that it is an important cultural 
resource. 

Finally, in the park, Buffalo Creek was used by members of Silent Grove Baptist Church for 
river baptisms (Warnell 1997). It was only one of several rivers and streams used for this spiritual 
purpose in the region. In the African American community of Freeport in Warren County (Sections 
3.3.7 and 3.3.13), members of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church used the millpond of the local flour 
mill for baptisms from the 1800s until the mid-1970s, when they constructed a baptismal pool in 
the church building. The name of the mill and its exact location were not specified (Ziegler 2004). 
These are good examples of intangible cultural resources. 

3.4.18  Residential, Homes, Homeplaces, and Homesteads 

Definitions and Context 

Residential land use refers to day-to-day dwelling on some part of the landscape. Like agri-
culture, it represents one of the most important and ubiquitous land uses in the project area. For 
pre-contact peoples, residential land use is evidenced by domestic archeological sites and their 
associated features such as post holes and activity areas like food processing. Archeologists 
analyze patterns in features and activity areas in order to reconstruct the sizes and forms of 
domestic structures, if any, and the use of space at domestic sites including caves and rock-shelters 
(Applegate 2013). 

Homes, homeplaces, and homesteads typically relate to Historic period residential land use. A 
home is a building in which people, typically family units, reside or dwell, and the study of a home 
often focuses on its form, style, floor plan, and construction materials and techniques. A homeplace 
encompasses the social and cultural aspects of the home’s residents, including domestic life and 
the conceptions and uses of interior space (Williams 2004). A homestead refers to a residential 
dwelling along with its land and associated buildings; it is comparable to a farm-stead (Section 
3.4.1) except that it does not have an expressly agricultural function. 

Residential buildings changed considerably over the 19th and 20th centuries in Kentucky, in 
terms of materials, styles, and floor plans of homes, as well as the organization of activities and 
use of spaces within the homeplace and homestead. Patterns in this variation are described below. 

Regarding construction materials, on the Kentucky frontier, log (a.k.a., heavy timber) was 
favored for residences, as well as other buildings (Montell and Morse 1976). “Log became the 
preferred technique of first building for those clearing new land. Log cabins could be erected quickly, 
provided a certain measure of security in a dangerous environment, and consumed as many possible 
excess trees … cut down to clear the land” (Macintire n.d.:2). Because it was (re)settled during the 
Frontier period, it is possible that early log buildings remain in the current project area. 

The nature of log and other residential construction changed in Kentucky’s early history. 
According to Macintire (n.d.:3), 
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Settlers used a strategy of stepping up from cabins to houses gradually. The first shelter 
was typically a very crude log cabin or just a tent, amateur built. Soon after, depending 
on their resources, they put up either a better quality log cabin or a small house, most 
often with at least the assistance of experienced builders, and finally, a larger house 
(not a cabin) of log, masonry [brick or stone], or frame, sometimes as an addition to 
the second smaller log house. Alternatively, the second log house could be relegated 
to use as a kitchen or slave house. The final house, in contrast to the others, was almost 
entirely the product of trained builders, who often included slaves. The houses might 
be built very quickly, or they could be, and often were, occupied in a semi-finished 
state for a season or several years. Thus, a log house might be left with its logs exposed 
both inside and out, but covered over with plaster and wood siding very soon after. 
Interior wood paneling and other finishes might also be put off for a time.  

Initial shelters often were dismantled and the building materials reused, or they were repurposed 
as domestic or agricultural outbuildings. After the final house was completed, the secondary cabin 
or house, which typically was a single room or “pen,” could be incorporated into the final house 
or another building like a barn, occupied by other people, repurposed, or dismantled (Macintire 
1998, Montell and Morse 1976).  

Though log construction has come to be equated with domestic “cabin” buildings or with 
temporary, small, poor-quality, inexpensive housing, neither was the case. In addition to “cabins,” 
or one-room, single- or 1.5-story dwellings without raised foundations, residential “houses” and 
many other types of temporary and permanent, single- and two-story buildings were constructed 
of heavy timber, including smokehouses and other domestic outbuildings, barns and other agri-
cultural outbuildings, churches, schools, courthouses, forts or garrisons, inns, taverns, and other 
commercial buildings (Macintire n.d., Montell and Morse 1976). Further, at its height in the early 
1800s, “log construction had reached a very high level of skill and artistry in the best houses” 
(Macintire n.d.:3). Log often was the “material of choice for the well-built home of the emerging 
middle class” in Antebellum Kentucky (Macintire n.d.:4). “The Heritage Council has documented 
over 3,600 log cabins and houses – about 12% of all houses documented are log – but many more 
are unrecorded” or gone (Macintire n.d.:5).  

Though log or heavy timber was preferred during the Antebellum period, homes also were 
constructed of stone, handmade brick, and frame. However, with improvements in the mass 
production and transportation of building materials in the second half of the 19th century, which 
made commercial brick and frame construction materials cheaper, more accessible, and faster to 
assemble, log construction waned in popularity. By about 1875 the use of heavy timber for higher-
quality residential construction had essentially ended, though log continued to be used for 
constructing smaller residences in rural areas into the 20th century (Macintire n.d.). Also in the 
Postbellum period, builders increasingly followed national trends in architecture and there was an 
increase in the use of pattern books and non-local building materials such as mail-order building 
kits in home construction (Montell and Morse 1976). 

Regarding stylistic variation, Historic period housing in the Pennyrile followed several archi-
tectural styles. The six most common styles are described here. In some cases, elements of two or 
more styles are represented in a particular home, often the result of renovations.  
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Georgian, a temporally early style in the project area, is characterized by strong formal 
symmetry, roofs flush with the gable ends, boxed cornices below the eaves, massive double-
shouldered brick chimneys, tall narrow windows with nine-over-nine sashes on the first floor and 
other combinations on the second floor, molded window sills, and heavy robust ornamentation. 
Interior features include raised panel woodwork, six-panel doors, wainscoting, and enclosed stair-
ways (Southern 1978).  

Also temporally early, Federal style homes typically are symmetrical but lighter in form and 
ornamentation, with smaller single-shouldered brick or stone chimneys, door fanlights and side-
lights, transoms over fenestrations (openings like windows and doors), nine-over-nine sashes on 
the first floor, and plain window sills. Flatter thinner moldings, three-part mantels, reeded and 
sunburst woodwork, flat six-panel doors and wainscoting, and open stairways with narrow 
balusters characterize the interiors of Federal style homes (Southern 1978).  

The exteriors of houses built in the Greek Revival style, popular during the Antebellum period 
in the project area, feature low long front façades, low flat hip roofs, corner boards or masonry 
quoins framing the front façade, door sidelights and horizontal transoms, large squarish windows 
with six-over-six sashes, and one- or two-story front porches with classical columns or square 
posts. Some Greek Revival houses have pediments, or triangular-shaped gables forming roofs over 
porticos or porches. Interior features include flat vertical-paneled doors, baseboards instead of 
wainscoting, post-and-lintel mantels, and bold but simple moldings (Baker 2002, Southern 1978).  

Vernacular Italianate Revival homes of the late Antebellum and Postbellum periods have more 
ornamentation than Greek Revival homes but otherwise are similar. Other Italianate houses exhibit 
more traditional traits including asymmetrical or symmetrical boxy massing (three-dimensional 
form); wide overhanging eaves; and tall, narrow, framed single or paired windows with arched 
hood moldings instead of shutters. Some have a cupola or tower. In either case, characteristic 
exterior features include low-pitched hip or flat roofs, cornices with elaborately decorative single 
or paired brackets or corbels, and one-story porches with single or paired square pillars and/or 
curvilinear details. Interior elements are exposed construction, solid wood carvings and moldings 
with right-angle joints, and mantels with curvilinear details. In addition to residential homes, the 
Italianate style was popular in commercial and public building construction (Baker 2002, Southern 
1978).  

Common in Antebellum church architecture, the Gothic Revival style gained popularity in 
residential housing during the late Antebellum to Postbellum periods. Exterior elements include 
steep roofs with sharply pointed single, paired, or triple cross gables on the front façade; barge-
boards or vergeboards, which are decorative boards affixed to the projecting edges of cross gables; 
tall narrow windows topped by pointed arches or triangular heads; and one-story porches with 
brackets, scrollwork, quatrefoil and clover-shaped banisters, or other ornamentation. Some Gothic 
Revival homes have irregular or asymmetrical massing, while others exhibit individual Gothic 
Revival elements such as cross gables. Pointed arch doorways and openings, carved woodwork, 
and grouped fireplaces characterize home interiors (Baker 2002, Brother 2015, Southern 1978).  

Popular during the Postbellum period, Queen Anne homes typically have imposing, complex, 
asymmetrical massing, sometimes with round or polygonal towers or turrets; steep roofs with 
multiple gables facing in different directions or flat Mansard roofs with side windows; decorative 
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wood or metal trim, commonly called gingerbread; scalloped or fish-scale shingles on exterior 
walls; and one-story wraparound porches with decorative brackets and spindles. Most Queen Anne 
homes are two or three stories, but one-story cottages also were constructed. Interior features 
include asymmetrical rooms, no central hallway, interior fireplaces, decorative door and window 
surrounds and mantles, and wainscoting (Baker 2002).  

In terms of floor plans of Historic period residences in the Pennyrile, there were several 
common patterns in addition to single-pen (one-room) cabins and houses. Hall-and-parlor refers 
to a rectangular space divided by a wall into two rooms of unequal size, with the hall being larger. 
Double-pen houses were single- or 1.5-story and had two square or rectangular spaces, often with 
chimneys at opposite ends and sometimes constructed at different times. Saddlebag is a form of 
double-pen house with a central chimney between the two pens, and some researchers identify the 
tenant house as a variant of the saddlebag. Dogtrot is another type in which the two pens are 
separated by a roofed open space or framed central hallway. The central passage (a.k.a., center 
hall, central hall) and its variants including the I-house is a two-story house with a central hallway 
and stairs between two rooms. They typically are one room in depth or “single pile,” though double 
pile forms are known. Central passage houses usually had extensions or “ells” attached to the rear; 
ells can be original to the house or later additions (Macintire 1998, Montell and Morse 1976, 
Southern 1978). 

In Kentucky generally and the Pennyrile specifically, dogtrot houses were common by the 
early 19th century and saddlebags, by the mid 19th century. Single-pen houses span the 19th and 
into the 20th centuries (Macintire 1998, Montell and Morse 1976). Originating from English folk 
culture, the central passage or I-house “has been identified as the dominant folk house type 
throughout the Upland South from the late eighteenth century to the early twentieth century, and 
as the symbol of economic achievement and social respectability” (Southern 1978:71). Con-
struction of central passage houses with two-story porticos peaked between 1840-1890 (Montell 
and Morse 1976). 

Given the context described above, one can predict that residential cultural resources identified 
in the current project area will be made of a variety of materials, with log dominating for houses 
constructed through ca. 1875. The use of log in residential construction in the project area should 
not be equated with particular social, economic, or occupational statuses of the builders/occupants, 
though construction material coupled with size, stylistic characteristics, and embellishments of 
houses may be used to infer such information. Given the history of (re)settlement of the project 
area, one would expect relatively few surviving examples of Georgian and Federal style homes, 
with more examples of Greek Revival, Italianate Revival, Gothic Revival, and Queen Anne, and 
vernacular forms of these styles. Similarly, there likely are fewer homes with temporally early 
floor plans, such as saddle bag and dog trot, and many examples of central passage homes in the 
current project area.  

In addition to homes themselves or their archeological remains, there are other types of ethno-
graphic resources related to residential land use. Tangible resources include maps, photographs, 
and drawings of homes and homesteads; deeds, tax records, and wills related to residences and 
their furnishings; newspaper articles about residences; diaries, letters, and other correspondence 
of homeowners; home furnishings; architectural trim or ornamentation like moldings and shutters; 
and cultivated yard plants like yucca and daffodils, as well as shade trees (a.k.a., yard trees, wolf 
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trees). Architectural renderings, construction plans, specialized construction tools, and the records 
of construction trade groups are other potential tangible resources. Stories, songs, and poems about 
residences, their construction or demise, and their occupants are examples of intangible resources 
that may be documented in the current project area. 

There are at least 133 significant residential resources in the project area. Ninety-five (71%) 
are buildings listed in the National Register and 13 (10%) are not listed but are significant or 
potentially significant based on archival evidence and key informant interviews. Twenty-two 
(17%) are archeological sites of former house sites in the park. There also are three (2%) intangible 
resources related to this land use. 

National Register Listed Residential Resources 

Of the 95 National Register listed residential resources, one dates to the prehistoric period and 
the other 94 are historic and span the early Antebellum through mid-20th century time periods. 
Regarding National Register criteria, 56% (n=53) are listed under Criterion A, 35% (n=33) under 
Criterion C, 6% (n=6) under Criteria B and C, and 1% (n=1) each under Criterion D, Criteria A and 
C, and Criteria A, B, and C. About 75% (n=71) are part of historic districts. Sub-surface archeo-
logical investigations have been conducted at two of the listed residential resources, both in Hart 
County: Salts Cave Vestibule in the park and Gardner House on the WKU Green River Preserve. 

Regarding spatial distribution, at 48% the largest proportion (n=46) are in Warren County, 
followed by 22% (n=21) in Barren County, 19% (n=18) in Hart County, and 11% (n=10) in 
Edmonson County; there are none within the current project area in southern Grayson County (Table 
19). Almost 10% (n=9) are located within Mammoth Cave National Park, including the prehistoric 
residential property, and 90% (n=86) are outside park boundaries. The listed residential resources 
are located on seven of the 12 topographic quads covering the current project area, with 40% (n=38) 
on the Bristow quad, 21% (n=20) on the Glasgow North quad, 16% (n=15) on the Horse Cave quad, 
10% (n=9) on the Mammoth Cave quad, 8% (n=8) on the Smiths Grove quad, 4% (n=4) on the 
Munfordville quad, 1% (n=1) on the Brownsville quad. There are no listed residential resources on 
the Bee Spring, Nolin Lake, Cub Run, Rhoda, or Park City quads. Almost 78% (n=74) of the 
properties are located in urban contexts, with 46% (n=34) in Oakland-Freeport, 26% (n=19) in 
Glasgow, 16% (n=12) in Horse Cave, 5% (n=4) in Munfordville, 3% (n=2) in Smiths Grove, and 
1% (n=1) each in Brownsville, Cave City, and Hays. The other 22% (n=21) are in rural settings.  

Table 19. Residential Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
Resource Quad Location Date 
Barren County    
Bush, William T. House1 Glasgow North North Race Street in Glasgow ca. 1810-1815 
Bybee House Glasgow North North Jackson Highway north of Glasgow ca. 1855 
Combs, W. B. House1 Glasgow North North Race Street in Glasgow ca. 1875-1900 
McCoy, Andrew House Horse Cave Railroad Avenue in Cave City 1855 
North Race Street Residential 
District (n=15)2 

Glasgow North North Race Street between Front and 
Cherry Streets in Glasgow 

ca. 1850 to mid 
20th century 

Smith, Noah House1 Glasgow North North Race Street in Glasgow ca. 1850-1875 
Tompkins, C. House1 Glasgow North North Race Street in Glasgow 1816 
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Table 19. Residential Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places (continued). 
Resource Quad Location Date 
Edmonson County    
Ford, Dr. William House Smiths Grove US 31W near Highway 101 intersection 1828 
Reed-Dossey House Brownsville Main Cross & Jefferson St. in Brownsville ca. 1890 
Residential Area (n=7) Mammoth Cave Mammoth Cave Ridge, south of Green River 1937 
Superintendent’s House Mammoth Cave Mammoth Cave Ridge, south of Green River 1941 
Hart County    
Barrett, Dr. Lewis House Munfordville 2nd & Caldwell Streets in Munfordville ca. 1835 
Branstetter Apartments3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Cox, Alvey House Munfordville 1st & Washington Streets in Munfordville ca. 1830s 
Dorsey Drug Building3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920 
Farmers Deposit Bank/Horse 
Cave State Bank Building3 

Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1920s 

First National Bank Bldg3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1910 
Gardner House Horse Cave north of Northtown, south of Green River ca. 1810-1820 
Gorins Store3 Horse Cave N. Dixie Street/US 31W in Horse Cave 1875 
Martin Auction & Real Estate3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1950 
Midway Café3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1930s 
Munford, Richard J. House Munfordville 101 N. West Street in Munfordville ca. 1830 
Munford, Thomas B. House Munfordville Washington Street in Munfordville 1823 
Payton Building3 Horse Cave Guthrie Street in Horse Cave 1932 or 1952 
Salts Cave Vestibule Mammoth Cave Flint Ridge near east boundary of park prehistoric 
Smith, Francis A. House Munfordville North Washington Street in Munfordville ca. 1835 
Smith Apartments3 Horse Cave Water Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Telephone Exchange Bldg3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1905 
Thomas, Dr. G. A. House3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave ca. 1859-1860 
Western Auto/Veach Bldg3 Horse Cave East Main Street in Horse Cave 1923 
Wood, George T. House Munfordville 2nd & Caldwell Streets in Munfordville ca. 1834-1835 
Warren County    
Allen, Carter House Smiths Grove Route 4 near US 31W ca. 1870s 
Allen, Thomas House Smiths Grove Route 1 at US 31W ca. 1860s 
Bryant, Garnett House Bristow Mizpah Road, south of US 31W ca. 1840s-1850s 
Burnett, Aubrey House4 Bristow Aubrey Burnett St. in Oakland ca. 1894 
Cooke, Peyton House Bristow Vine St. & Helton Road in Oakland 1824-1826 
Cooke, William H. House5 Smiths Grove Main Street in Smiths Grove 1885 
Evans House5 Bristow Rasdall Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Ford, John J. House Smiths Grove Rt 2 near Little Knob Road, south of US 31W ca. 1800-1825 
Greathouse Place5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland 1941 
Grimes, R. House5 Bristow Oakland Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Hays, James House Smiths Grove Hwy 68-80 & Hays-Pondsville Road in Hays 1880s-1890s 
Hopper House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Johnson House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1856 
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Table 19. Residential Resources Listed in the National Register of Historic Places (continued). 
Resource Quad Location Date 
Warren County (continued)    
Jones House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Jordan House5 Bristow Rasdall Street in Oakland 1909 
Madison, Susannah H. House 
and Murrel, Samuel House 

Bristow US 31W near Route 743 ca. 1818 and 
1841 

Mansfield, Sr. W.P. House5 Bristow Vine Street in Oakland ca. 1857 
Mansfield House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1921 
Mansfield, Jr. W.P. House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1900 
Middleton, Jesse House Bristow US 31W near Otter Gap Road ca. 1800-1825 
Patterson House5 Bristow Cooke Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Patterson, H. House5 Bristow Cooke Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Rector House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1920 
Shobe House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Shobe, Moses House Smiths Grove US 31W north of Smiths Grove ca. 1850 
Smith House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Taylor House5 Bristow Aubrey Burnett Street in Oakland ca. 1882 
Treadway House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-14 House5 Bristow Kelly Street in Oakland ca. 1896 
Wa-O-15 House5 Bristow Oakland-Smiths Grove Road in Oakland ca. 1900 
Wa-O-17 House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland 1906 
Wa-O-29 House5 Bristow Kelly Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-31 House5 Bristow Vine Street in Oakland ca. 1860 
Wa-O-32 House5 Bristow Vine Street in Oakland ca. 1883 
Wa-O-36 House5 Bristow Mills Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-39 House5 Bristow Cooke Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-41 House5 Bristow Lee Street in Oakland ca. 1896 
Wa-O-42 House5 Bristow Young Street in Oakland ca. 1876 
Wa-O-43 House5 Bristow Young Street in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-46 House5 Bristow Kelly Street in Oakland ca. 1880 
Wa-O-53 House5 Bristow Gaines Lane in Oakland ca. 1886 
Wa-O-55 House5 Bristow Grimes Lane in Oakland 1922 
Wardlaw, III A. J. House Bristow Sunnyside-31W Road, south of US 31W 1869 
Watts House5 Bristow Church Street in Oakland ca. 1914 
Wright, J. L. House Smiths Grove 1st Street in Smiths Grove ca. mid 19th 

century 1 One of four named buildings that are included in the North Race Street Residential District (not listed individually).  
2 The 15 unnamed buildings that do not have Kentucky Historic Resources Inventory numbers  are listed in Table NRS. 
3 Contributing property in the Horse Cave Historic District. 
4 Contributing property in the Oakland-Freeport Historic District and listed individually.  
5 Contributing property in the Oakland-Freeport Historic District (not listed individually).  
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Barren County 

There are 21 National Register residential resources within the current project area in Barren 
County, all listed under Criterion C for significant architecture (Table 12). All were included in 
the 1983 Barren County multiple resource area listing, and two were listed individually, as well. 
Twenty are located in/near northern Glasgow, including 19 comprising a historic district, and one is 
in Cave City. With the exception of one property outside Glasgow, all are situated in urban settings. 
The 21 resources span the early Antebellum through mid-20th century time periods. Architectural 
plans and styles are diverse.  

Beginning with southwestern Cave City, the Andrew McCoy House (a.k.a., Carney House, 
Bn-299) is a frame, modified T-plan, two-story dwelling with elaborate decorative elements. 
Andrew McCoy, who owned and operated a stagecoach line to Mammoth Cave in the second half 
of the 19th century (Section 3.4.20), constructed the house in 1855 on his large farmstead west of 
the L&N Railroad tracks on Railroad Avenue (Coleman 1935, Henderson 1981a). “The most 
impressive Victorian style house in Cave City and perhaps in the county … [that] commands 
attention,” the house features a one-story porch with a gazebo, a second-story porch with a turret-
style roof, pedimented and round-arched window hoods, elaborate sawn trim, and extensive 
gingerbread trim (Henderson 1981a:1-2). A rear shed addition was constructed in the 1890s by 
Sally Payne. Outbuildings are not included in the listing (Henderson 1981a).  

William “Billy” Bybee (1804-1885) constructed Bybee House (a.k.a., William Bybee House, 
Spring Hill, Duff House; Bn-317) in about 1855 on his farm along the north bank of Beaver Creek 
and on the west side of Jackson Highway, now US Route 31E (Section 3.4.20), north of Glasgow. 
The house has a two-story, five-bay, single-pile, brick, central passage main block and a one-story 
brick ell, both on brick foundations. The main block is side gabled with two interior end chimneys 
and common (American) bond brickwork. The paneled front door is surrounded by an elliptical 
fanlight, rectilinear sidelights, and fluted pilasters. A narrower door on the second floor has a semi-
circular fanlight and fluted pilasters. Windows have wood sills and flat vertical brick arches. A 
front-gabled, two-story portico in the central bay features two Tuscan columns and railing on the 
second floor (Maas 2012).  

The four-bay, two-room ell is common (American) bond with central interior and interior end 
chimneys. There is a stone-lined cistern behind the main block. The interior retains original plain 
woodwork, simple doors, and an original Colonial Revival mantel with fluted pilasters. The 
vernacular Classical Revival (Roman) style of the house reflects the owner’s use of Virginia-
inspired architecture, in addition to the house’s location on an elevated slope, to display his wealth 
and landholder status. The National Register listing does not include outbuildings, which formerly 
included a barn, shed, smokehouse, and one-room cabin, the latter two of heavy timber 
construction (Maas 2012).  

William “Billy” Bybee was born in 1804 in Barren County to John Bybee, III (1770-1819) and 
Elizabeth “Betsey” (Kelley) Bybee (1771-1819). Married in 1791 in Virginia, William’s parents 
migrated to the Glover/Nonbob Creek area south of Glasgow by 1797. Upon their deaths in 1819 
they were interred in the Glover Creek Baptist Cemetery, the exact location of which is not known, 
along with John Bybee, III’s parents, John Bybee, Jr. (1735-1821), a Revolutionary War veteran, 
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and Elizabeth “Betsey” (McCann) Bybee (1737-1819). William “Billy” Bybee was the seventh of 
John and Elizabeth Bybee, III’s ten children (Hobbs 2007b, www.findagrave.com).  

In 1827 William “Billy” Bybee married Sara/Sarah (Evans) Bybee (1808-1854/1855) in Barren 
County, with whom he had seven children. The family worshipped at Lick Branch Presbyterian 
Church, established in 1832. In 1841 Bybee purchased a 645-ac tract on Beaver Creek for $8,500, 
which likely included a house and other improvements. Bybee was a slave-owning farmer and 
stockbreeder, land speculator, auctioneer, and renowned livestock trader specializing in horses and 
mules. In the 1850 census his net worth was listed as $3,000. After Sara Bybee’s death during an 
infectious disease epidemic in Glasgow, Bybee sold his farm to John Martin. In early 1855 Bybee 
purchased the Spring Hill farm from the Josiah Moss estate for $500, married his second wife Ann 
(McConnell) Bybee (1824-1902), and constructed the brick home. William and Ann had one child 
two years later. There were oil wells and the Dodd-Bybee Cemetery, where William “Billy” Bybee 
and several family members were interred (Section 3.4.13), on the farm. In 1885 shortly before his 
death, William and Ann sold 300 acres of Spring Hill to his grand-children Warren Bybee and Cora 
(Bybee) Wood and her husband Clarence Wood (Hobbs 2007b, Maas 2012, www.findagrave.com).  

The house remained in the Bybee family until 1894, when it was sold to several individuals 
before being purchased by Henry Walton (H. W.) and Nettie Duff in 1901, who entertained 
frequently over the many years they resided in the home. The Duffs and subsequent owners made 
several modifications to the house, most notably, a two-story frame addition with bathrooms, a 
one-story frame addition, a sunroom, and an asphalt shingle roof. They also demolished the log 
outbuildings (Maas 2012), but archeological remains may exist.  

The current status of the house is in question. At the time of listing it was vacant and in dis-
repair on a lot reduced to four acres, bounded to the south by Glasgow Golf and Country Club, to 
the west by multi-family residential units and industrial development, and to the north by a 
residential community called Golf Course Estates. In 2008-2012 the owner, the Cumberland River 
Corporation, commissioned the National Register research with plans to renovate the building. 
However, in 2014 the company declared the house unrepairable and sought rezoning so that the 
house could be razed and replaced with townhouse duplexes (Overstreet 2014a, 2014b). Current 
aerial images of the property on Google Maps and MapQuest, presumably taken in 2017, show the 
house is still standing and under roof.  

The North Race Street Residential District covers ten acres two blocks north of the down-
town commercial square in Glasgow, at the southern boundary of the current project area. The 
historic district encompasses 19 contributing properties (Table 13) – four of which are named 
buildings and 15 of which are unnamed buildings that do not have Kentucky Historic Resources 
Inventory numbers – and six non-contributing intrusions that span the early Antebellum to mid-
19th century time periods. Mostly situated on wooded lots with deep setbacks from the historic 
byway North Race Street (a.k.a., Route 31E Business, Bardstown Turnpike), the earlier properties 
are closest to Front Street and the properties become more recent northward toward Cherry Street 
(Henderson 1982). In 2003 the boundaries of the historic district were increased from Front Street 
northward to include Happy Valley Road, which parallels Cherry Street, and Green Street and 
Garmon Avenue, which parallel North Race Street. The number and identities of contributing 
properties included in the expansion are not known. 

https://www.findagrave.com/
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Table 13. Properties Contributing to the North Race Street Residential District (Henderson 1982).  
Resource1  Owner in 1982 Location Date 
unnamed bungalow house Mildred Harrell 302 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed bungalow house 
 
 

Joe Conkin 306 North Race Street not indicated 
William T. Bush House 
 

Sarah Moore 309 North Race Street ca. 1810-1815 
unnamed T-plan house 
 

Roy Neumeister 310 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed American foursquare 
 

Mary Neumeister 400 North Race Street 1915 
unnamed T-plan house 
 

Frank P. Woodward 401 North Race Street ca. 1850-1900 
unnamed T-plan house 
 

Vera Harlin 403 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed central passage 
 

L. J. Neumeister 404 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed bungalow house 
 

Floyd Ray Jones, Sr. 405 North Race Street not indicated 
W. B. Combs House 
 

Roy or L. J. Neumeister 408 North Race Street ca. 1875-1900 
unspecified house [now gone] 
 

Charlene Young 409 North Race Street not indicated 
possible dogtrot house 
 

L. S. McCreary 410 North Race Street not indicated 
Judge Noah Smith House 
 

Estate of Ruben Garnett 415 North Race Street ca. 1850-1875 
unnamed bungalow house 
 

Frank P. Woodward 417 North Race Street not indicated 
Christopher Tompkins House 
 

Mrs. T. C. Delvaux 501 North Race Street 1816 
unnamed vernacular house 
 

Frank Starr 505 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed bungalow house 
 

Russell Miller 507 North Race Street not indicated 
unnamed bungalow house 
 

Elvis Howell 509 North Race Street 1900 
American foursquare house 
 

Dr. Lyle Snavely 511 North Race Street not indicated 
1 Kentucky Historical Resource Inventory numbers are not known for the unnamed buildings.  
 
 Regarding significance, “the North Race Street Residential District is a very compact historic 
neighborhood on the north side of Glasgow. This street contains some of the most architecturally 
and historically significant structures within the town. … The North Race Street area is the only 
intact historic neighborhood on the north side of town. Historically one of the earliest sections of 
the community, this area is just one block from the location of the large spring which was a major 
factor in the county seat’s location” (Henderson 1982:8). Only five of the contributing properties 
in the district are described in the National Register nomination: William T. Bush House, 
Christopher Tompkins House, Judge Noah Smith House, W. B. Combs House, and an unnamed 
house.  

Reportedly constructed ca. 1810-1815 by a successful local entrepreneur, the William T. Bush 
House (Bn-G-70) “is probably the most architecturally important house in Glasgow” (Henderson 
1982:8). The two-story, single-pile, brick, central passage main block had two interior end 
chimneys and a gable roof. The brickwork is Flemish bond and fenestrations are topped with jack 
arches. There are simple box cornices with returns at the roof crest. A one-story, four-bay, brick, 
rear ell has an interior end chimney and an entrance topped with a fanlight in the angle. The original 
building is Federal style and retains exceptional interior woodwork, such as fluted window and 
door trim with bullseye corner blocks and decorative mantel surrounds with sunbursts and 
colonnettes. In the mid 19th century the main block was expanded and altered with Greek Revival 
elements, including expanding the main block to double pile with five gable-end bays, adding an 
internal end chimney, removing one chimney to create an entrance in the east gable end, adding a 
one-story brick block with an attached greenhouse on the front façade, raising the roof line, adding 
a shed dormer on the front façade, and adding a one-story roofed porch on the east gable end with 
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a door surrounded by rectilinear transom and sidelights. No outbuildings were included in the 
listing (Henderson 1982). Situated on a wooded four-acre lot, the property is bounded by a 
limestone rock wall along North Race Street. In 2007 the home was purchased by Drs. Amelia and 
Kyle Kiser, who renovated it over a two-year period (Hall 2014). 

William Tandy Bush, Esq. (1787-?) was born in Clark County to William “Captain Billy” Bush 
(1746-1815) and Frances Tandy (Burris) Bush (1762-1828). He married Sally (Matthews) Bush in 
1806 in Barren County. They had at least two children, America T. (Bush) Logan (1806-1868) and 
E. B. Bush (1809-?). William and Sally Bush helped to establish the Glasgow Baptist Church south 
of the town square ca. 1818-1825. Along with his brother, Willis A. Bush, William T. Bush bought 
and sold numerous tracts of land in and around Glasgow from the 1810s to 1830s (Glasgow Baptist 
Church 2017, James 2014, Wakeham 2002).  

Some local residents and other sources refer to the William T. Bush House as the Spotswood 
House. They purport that the house, the second brick house in Glasgow, was constructed in the 
1790s by or for General Alexander Spotswood/Spottswood (1746/1751-1818) and Elizabeth 
(Washington) Spotswood (1749-1814), the niece of President George Washington, and that Bush 
was a later owner. The grandson of Virginia Lt. Governor Alexander Spotswood, for whom 
Spotsylvania County was named, Gen. Spotswood owned/inherited extensive acreage and an iron 
foundry/furnace in Virginia. Some accounts posit that the house in Glasgow and a 1,000 to 2,000 
ac tract was gifted to Gen. Spotswood by Pres. Washington or was a military land grant in 
recognition of Spotswood’s service in the Revolutionary War. Further, the six rooms in the 
basement of Spotswood House reportedly were used as slave quarters and Spotswood House was 
built over a cave that was used as a cellar and a hiding place for enslaved persons escaping north 
during the Civil War (Dickerson 2006a, Gorin 2004, www.findagrave.com).  

There are dozens of letters documenting correspondence between Gen. Spotswood and Pres. 
Washington, some concerning lands owned by both Washington and Spotswood in Kentucky. In 
1789 Washington acquired two Rough Creek tracks totaling 5,000-5,400 ac in then Jefferson 
County, Virginia (now Grayson County, Falls of Rough area) from his nephew Henry Lee. In 1795 
Spotswood purchased the same tracts from Lee, and after some negotiation in January 1797 
Spotswood relinquished his claim. In a letter dated 22 March 1797, Spotswood wrote “On the 3d 
day of april I take my departure for Kentucky – if you have any instructions to Send me about your 
Ruff creek lands – be pleased to forward them … I shall be on Ruff creek about the 10th of may – 
and so soon as I return to Lexington will write you fully … & find out the course of yr lands being 
advertised in Lees Name.” Spotswood wrote several subsequent letters in June and July 1797 
describing his inspections of Washington’s Rough Creek holdings, prior to his return to Virginia, 
with no mention of his own ownership of land here (National Archives and Records 
Administration 2017).  

While the long-term relationship between Gen. Spotswood and Pres. Washington is clearly 
documented, what is not clear is Gen. Spotswood’s connection to Barren County, Glasgow, and 
the Spotswood House. In August 1799 Gen. Spotswood wrote to Pres. Washington from his 
plantation in New Post on the Rappahannock River, Spotsylvania County, Virginia (National 
Archives and Records Administration 2017), indicating he did not reside in Kentucky at that time. 
Further, secondary sources indicate that Gen. Spotswood and Elizabeth (Washington) Spots-wood 
died in Nottingham and in Mecklenburg, Virginia, respectively (Graham 2014).  

https://www.findagrave.com/
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Many local accounts appear to confuse Gen. Spotswood with one of his sons, who was a long-
time Barren County resident. Alexander Eliot/Elliott Spotswood (1769-1842) was born in Virginia 
to Gen. Alexander and Elizabeth (Washington) Spotswood. Alexander Eliot Spotswood married 
Elizabeth Alexander “Bettie” (Lewis) Spotswood (1772-1823) in 1789 in Virginia, and Sarah 
“Sally/Sallie” B. (Hunley) Spotswood (?-post 1870) in 1823 in Barren County. He and his wives 
had at least five children: Ann Lewis “Nancy” (Spotswood) Anderson (1792-1847), Alexander 
Washington Spotswood (1793-1844), Adaline/Adeline Butler (Spotswood) Goodall Anderson 
(1794-1874), Elizabeth “Eliza” Washington (Spotswood) Dodge (1796-1867), and Mary 
Randolph Brooke (Spotswood) Iredale (1800-1833) (www.findagrave.com).  

Alexander Eliot Spotswood arrived in Barren County between 1800-1805. In December of that 
year he purchased a 1,007-ac property called the Salt Peter Cave Tract for £100 Virginia currency. 
An attorney and a judge who purchased several lots in Glasgow and lived on a farm south of town, 
Spotswood owned the saltpeter mining operation at Temple Hill Cave (a.k.a., Payne Cave, Skaggs 
Creek Cave) until 1816, when he transferred ownership to pay debts (Whitehead et al. 2015). Part 
of the confusion derives from the redundant names of Alexander and Elizabeth across two 
generations of family members, the erroneous erection of recent graves stones for Gen. Alexander 
and Elizabeth (Washington) Spotswood at Spottswood Cemetery on Alexander Eliot Spotswood’s 
former farm south of Glasgow, and the incorrect identification of Bettie Lewis Spottswood as the 
niece of Pres. Washington on a recent marker at the graveyard (www.findagrave.com).  

According to Barren County historian Sandi Gorin (1997:1), Judge Alexander Eliot Spots-
wood and his wife Elizabeth Alexander (Lewis) Spotswood moved to Barren County and 
constructed the brick house at the corner of North Race and Front Streets. “He did not live there 
at his death, he died almost penniless, had moved out into the country in the Love Knob Road area 
[south of Glasgow. His house, a covered log cabin (to modernize it), from all indication, was just 
torn down without anyone knowing it was going to happen. The Spotswood Cemetery is in a field 
behind the house, he and his two wives, servant and favorite dog are buried there.” 

Constructed in 1816, the Christopher Tompkins House (Bn-G-87) originally consisted of a 
one-story, single-pile, five-bay central passage main block with a hipped roof and two stepped 
exterior end chimneys. It features Flemish bond brickwork and a front doorway surrounded by a 
fanlight and rectilinear sidelights. In the mid 19th century, a second story in common (American) 
bond brick was added. There is a two-story rear ell addition, as well as a two-story, three-bay 
portico with a railing around the second floor that likely is a later addition. The listing does not 
include outbuildings (Henderson 1982). The Federal style building currently houses an antiques 
shop Thistlethwaite Americana under proprietor W. T. Thistlethwaite (www.thistleamericana.com).  

Born in Virginia to John and Anne Tompkins, Christopher Tompkins, Sr. (1780-1858) was a 
prominent attorney, circuit judge, and legal educator in Barren County. After his father died shortly 
after coming to Kentucky in 1794, Judge Tompkins entered the tutelage of Senator John 
Breckinridge. As an adult, Judge Tompkins initially resided in Muhlenburg County, which he 
represented in the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1805. The following year Judge Tom-
pkins married Theodosia (Logan) Tompkins (1782-1835), the daughter of Gen. Benjamin Logan 
who established Logan’s Fort/Station in Lincoln County, and the couple had ten children. Upon 
his appointment as circuit judge, the family moved to Barren County ca. 1809-1810 and in 1816 
he constructed the brick house on North Race Street. In 1824 he resigned as circuit judge to launch 

http://www.thistleamericana.com/
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an unsuccessful candidacy for governor. Judge Tompkins then practiced law in Glasgow with his 
nephew John Tompkins and son Christopher Tompkins, Jr., who served two terms in the Kentucky 
House of Representatives. Judge Tompkins served two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1831-1835. One of the legal students Judge Tompkins instructed in his brick house was Stephen 
Trigg Logan, who married America T. Bush, daughter of William T. and Sally (Matthews) Bush 
(see above) and became a law partner with Abraham Lincoln. Judge Tompkins is interred in the 
Tompkins Family Cemetery behind the family home in Glasgow (Section 3.4.13), along with his 
wife, three unmarried daughters, and three sons, all of whom died before the judge (Allen 1872, 
Doutrich 1982, Gorin 1929, Henderson 1982, United States Congress 2016, www.findagrave.com).  

The Judge Noah Smith House (Bn-G-74) is a two-story, five-bay, single-pile, central passage, 
Greek Revival dwelling constructed ca. 1850-1875. Brickwork is common (American) bond. The 
main block has two interior end chimneys, bracketed cornices, returning cornices on the gable 
ends, and a gable roof. A central peaked roof with Victorian fish scale shingles and a central 
fanlight punctuates the roofline on the front façade. The front entrance is topped with wooden 
lintels and flanked by rectilinear sidelights with leaded glass. Windows on the front façade are 
segmented headed (double-row brick jack arch) openings. The five-bay, one-story front porch has 
paired fluted columns on wood blocks. There is a two-story, five-bay ell with interior chimneys 
off the left bays; the lower story is brick and the upper story is frame. At the time of listing the 
house was in poor condition. No outbuildings were included in the listing (Henderson 1982). In 
recent online images, the house appears well maintained with an iron fence and low limestone wall 
around the front yard. The front porch and a number of large yard trees have been removed.  

Judge Noah Smith was born in 1841 in Barren County to Jesse Smith (1799-1879) and 
Elizabeth (Barbour) Smith (1805-1890). He and his wife Mary Ermin/Ermine (Caldwell) Smith 
(1844-1903) had at least four children: Ship Caldwell Smith (1872-1899), Olivia Rogers Smith 
(1875-1957), Bessie (Smith) White (1877-1973), and Nora Smith (1880-1967). A Civil War 
veteran who sustained serious wounds as an officer in the Confederate army, Noah Smith served 
as Barren County sheriff before studying law. He was elected county court judge for two terms in 
the 1870s. Judge Smith died in 1880 at age 39 and was interred with Masonic honors in the Odd 
Fellows (Glasgow Municipal) Cemetery (No Author 1880, 2016).  

The W. B. Combs House (Bn-G-75) is a two-story, double-pile, frame, central passage, 
vernacular house constructed in the last quarter of the 19th century. It features a pyramidal 
dormered roof with slate shingles and a wrap-around porch supported by Ionic columns and 
enclosed with railings. The front entrance is flanked by rectilinear sidelights. The second story has 
a pair of three-sided bay windows on the front façade. Outbuildings are not included in the listing 
(Henderson 1982). 

At 401 North Race Street on a corner lot is an unnamed vernacular T-plan house (Bn-G-72) 
dating to the last half of the 19th century. The one-story, gable-roofed, frame dwelling features a 
windowless square corner turret partly covered in fish scale shingles, cornice returns in the gables, 
front door and paired window openings with bracketed cornice heads, and a wrap-around porch 
with wooden piers and rails, a portion of which is enclosed with floor-to-roof windows forming a 
sunroom (Henderson 1982). The lateral bays of the three-bay rear ell have paired windows with 
roof gables above, and the windows in all three bays are topped with bracketed cornice heads.  

https://www.findagrave.com/
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The other 14 contributing properties in the North Race Street Residential District are not 
described in the National Register nomination, nor were Kentucky Historic Resources Inventory 
numbers provided, but basic information about their exteriors was ascertained by examining online 
photographs. All appear to be extant except the former house at 409 North Race Street, occupied 
by Charlene Young at the time of listing, which is no longer standing. The following descriptions 
should be checked on the ground by an architectural historian or historic preservation specialist. 

Adjacent to a laundromat, the house at 302 North Race Street is a 1.5-story, three-bay brick 
bungalow with gable roof, a shed dormer in the front roofline, segmented openings, an off-center 
front entry in the middle bay, a full-length front porch supported by brick columns, and an end 
chimney in the right bay. There is a second-story door on the left gable end that is accessed with 
an exterior metal spiral staircase.  

Next door at 306 North Race Street is another 1.5-story, three-bay bungalow with a gable roof. 
It is frame with a gable dormer in the front roofline, a centered front entry in the middle bay, a 
full-length front porch supported by metal lattice columns, and a partially exterior brick end 
chimney. 

Adjacent to the frame bungalow at 310 North Race Street is a 1.5-story, frame T-plan on a 
corner lot. It has a hipped roof covered in decorative metal shingles, gable dormers in the front and 
both side rooflines, a central brick chimney, cornice returns in the gables, and a wrap-around porch 
supported by Doric columns.  

On a corner lot at 400 North Race Street is a two-story, brick American foursquare with a 
hipped roof, a central gable dormer in the front roofline, and two end chimneys in the front pile. 
The main entrance is surrounded by a rectilinear transom and sidelights. The ¾-length brick front 
porch has a side entrance. There is a 1.5-story, brick, two-car garage at the rear of the lot. 
According to Zillow.com, it was constructed in 1915. The interior features crown molding, built-
in oak china cabinet with beveled glass doors, built-in shelving around one fireplace and in the 
sunroom, and original hardwood flooring (Zillow.com).  

At 403 North Race Street, adjacent to the aforementioned unnamed vernacular T-plan house 
(Bn-G-72), is another T-plan frame dwelling that recently was remodeled. The 1.5-story house on 
a brick foundation has a gabled roof with two flared gable dormers in the front roofline. The front 
porch is supported by spindle posts and features decorative Victorian trim work and railing. A two-
car garage at the rear has two dormers similar to those on the house.  

 A two-story, five-bay frame central passage house is located at 404 North Race Street, between 
the brick American foursquare and the W. B. Combs House. The main block has two exterior brick 
end chimneys and a limestone foundation. Fenestrations on the front façade have cornice heads, 
and the front door is flanked by rectilinear sidelights. A one-story front porch across the three central 
bays is supported by metal lattice posts. A low mortared limestone wall borders the sidewalk along 
North Race Street. The interior features a foyer with U-shaped stairs, three additional original 
fireplaces, and period woodwork trim and built-ins. 

 The house at 405 North Race Street is a 1.5-story, three-bay brick bungalow with a gable roof 
and a large gable dormer in the front roofline. There is one brick partly exterior end chimney. The 
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full-length brick front porch features wide steps and square wood pillar posts; it is enclosed in the 
left bay. There is a recent, one-room, brick addition centered under the left gable. 

 Adjacent to the W. B. Combs House at 410 North Race Street is an unusual one-story house 
that resembles a dogtrot [piano box plan?] with a partly enclosed breezeway and front porch. The 
roof is hipped and covered with a modern sheet metal, and the exterior appears to be clad in siding 
or weather-boarding. There are entry doors on the breezeway-facing walls of the two pens. There 
are no indications of chimneys. An addition that may be a garage extends from the rear. The house 
may be divided into three rental units. 

 The house at 417 North Race Street, adjacent to the Judge Noah Smith House, is a two-story, 
three-bay, brick bungalow with a gable roof and wide, bracketed eaves. There is at least one brick 
chimney in the left bay, and a gable dormer in the roofline of the right bay. Rectilinear sidelights 
border the front door. Two small windows on the second floor in the left and right bays are 
segmented. The full-length, one-story, brick front porch is supported by brick pillars, and the 
roofline of the porch extends into a carport off the left bay.  

 The house at 505 North Race Street is a two-story, double-pile, brick vernacular dwelling. The 
four-bay front pile has an asymmetrical hipped roof and a shed dormer on at least one side. A 
Craftsman-like front door is in the left bay, and there is a partially exterior stepped chimney 
between the central and third bays on the front façade. The brick front porch spans the three left 
bays. The back pile has a gable roof with at least one partly exterior end chimney. The front door 
and several windows in both piles are segmented, some of which are headed with brick jack arches. 

 The bungalow at 507 North Race Street is a 1.5-story, three-bay frame dwelling with a gable 
roof and wide eaves. Gable dormers with fanlight windows are centered in the front and rear 
rooflines. There are rectilinear sidelights flanking the central front door, and a projecting bay 
window under the left gable. The full-length front porch is supported by square columns.  

 The house at 509 North Race Street is difficult to see in online images due to yard trees, but it 
appears to be another bungalow. The two-story house has a gable roof and a wrap-around brick 
porch supported by square wooden columns. The first story and porch are brick, with several 
segmented openings on the front façade, and the second story is frame construction. According to 
Realtor.com, the house was built in 1900. 

 A two-story, three-bay brick American foursquare house on a corner lot at 511 North Race 
Street is the final building included in the residential district. The hipped roof has wide eaves and 
a hipped dormer in the front roofline. The central front door is surrounded by a rectilinear transom 
and sidelights. There is at least one brick end chimney. The one-story, full-length front porch and 
side carport are supported by Doric columns. Since at least 2008, the building has been used as a 
business (Hair Corner hair salon, Isenberg Health, Jackson Health and Wellness Clinic, Michael 
Chiropractic Office, and/or Tony L. Hogan Health Clinic,) rather than a residence.  

 In sum, the 19 contributing properties comprising the 1982 North Race Street Residential 
District listing includes six types of houses. The most common are six (32%) bungalows and five 
(26%) central passage dwellings. The latter include one Federal-Greek Revival, two Greek 
Revival, and two unknown styles. There are three T-plan (16%) and two (11%) American four-
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square houses in the district. The other three houses (5% each) are one possible dog trot, one 
unclassified vernacular house, and one unknown as it is no longer standing. American four-
squares, in general, are associated with the time period 1890 to 1935, with a range of ca. 1900-
1940 reported for Tennessee. Bungalows typically date to first half of the 20th century, with a range 
of ca. 1895-1935 reported for Tennessee (Antique Home 2010, 2015; Stager 2010). 

 Edmonson County 

Eight of the ten (80%) National Register residential resources in Edmonson County are in 
Mammoth Cave National Park and two are in and near Brownsville (Table 12). Those in the park, 
including a historic district with seven contributing properties (six buildings and one site), were 
listed under Criterion A and are part of the Historic Resources of Mammoth Cave National Park 
multiple resource listing. Those outside the park were listed under Criteria B and C. With the 
exception of one property in Brownsville, all (90%) are situated in rural settings. The ten resources 
span the early Antebellum through mid-20th century time periods, with the majority (80%) dating 
to the time of Park creation. Architectural styles of the nine buildings include one (11%) each of 
Greek Revival, vernacular Victorian, and Colonial Revival, and six (67%) National Park Service 
rustic.  

The Residential Area District on Mammoth Cave Ridge was listed for its significance in the 
area of recreation/entertainment (Section 3.4.16), but the historic district also is relevant to 
government (Section 3.4.7) and residential functions. The six contributing buildings in the district 
are institutional residences constructed by the CCC in 1937. Illustrating National Park Service 
rustic architecture, the six employee quarters are one-story frame buildings with gable roofs, wood 
shingle roofing, and entrances enclosed in simple decorative woodwork. The foundations, 
chimneys, steps, and walkways are rough-cut sandstone, and the exterior walls are a combination 
of shiplap and board-and-batten (Lally 1989h). 

The houses follow two floor plans. Quarters 28, 30, and 31 have a bedroom, living room, 
kitchen, glass-enclosed porch, bathroom, small utility room, and attached one-car garage. The front 
entrance is accessed through a screened porch. Quarters 29, 32, and 33 have two bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen, screened porch, bathroom, large utility room, screened porch, and attached one-car 
garage that was converted into a third bathroom and second bath. The front entrance opens into 
the living room, and each house has a basement. At the time of listing, the six houses were 
structurally sound and in fair condition. Recent alterations, such as new roofing with asphalt 
shingles, have not altered the historic character of the buildings. Several are now used for office 
space (Lally 1989h).  

The Superintendent’s House on Mammoth Cave Ridge was listed for its significance in the 
area of recreation/entertainment (Section 3.4.16), but the building also is relevant to government 
(Section 3.4.7) and residential functions. Constructed by the CCC in 1941 to house the park super-
intendent, the two-story Colonial Revival has a gable roof covered in slate shingles and features 
five front and two rear gable dormers in the roofline. The foundation, two exterior stepped end 
chimneys, lower-level exterior walls, window sills, and steps of the main block are rough-cut 
sandstone, and the upper-level exterior walls are weatherboard. The front entrance has rectilinear 
sidelights, and there is a screened porch along the rear of the main block. A two-story frame block 
constructed at the right gable end of the main block has weatherboard exterior walls and an 
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attached frame garage. The interior features sandstone fireplaces, hardwood floors, and plastered 
walls and ceilings. Unaltered and in excellent condition at the time of listing (Lally 1989i), the 
building currently is used for office space. 

Located in Chalybeate on US 31W near the Warren County line, the Dr. William Ford House 
was listed in the National Register in 1980 for its significance in the areas of local history/medicine 
(Section 3.4.9) and architecture. The only remaining Antebellum brick dwelling in the county, the 
residence is “the most important house both historically and architecturally in Edmonson County” 
(Edmonson County Historical Society 1989:44). In 1827 William and his second wife Nancy 
(Embry) Ford purchased 350 acres from Charles Epperson for $740 and began construction on the 
house. Completed the next year, the Fords called the house “Point Retirement,” the name preserved 
in an 1843 sampler sewn by daughter Nancy Patterson Ford. Upon Dr. Ford’s death, his daughter 
Mary Charlotte (Ford) and Woodford Dunn purchased the home and 538 acres for $9,000. They 
owned it until 1868, when it passed out of the family (Edmonson County Historical Society 1989, 
Henderson 1980).  

The Greek Revival house is a two-story, single-pile, central passage plan with partially external 
end chimneys. The brick main block features Flemish bond on the front façade and common 
(American) bond on the other sides. Architectural features include a round arched door-way, with 
a restored fanlight above, and wooden lintels above the windows, some bordered by bulls-eye 
blocks. A one-story brick ell with an interior chimney was added at an unknown date, and a small 
frame addition creates a partial second story on the ell. There is a central stairway in the passage, 
as well as a back stairway. The interior features decorative woodwork that is both original and 
Victorian (1880s-1890s) with Federal influences, including horizontally paneled doors, wide 
baseboards, chair rails, mantles, bookcases, and reeded window casings. Millwork is native yellow 
poplar, and the flooring is ash on the first level and poplar on the second. The National Register 
listing encompasses the house and yard area, as there are no extant out-buildings. Former 
outbuildings included Dr. Ford’s office, slave houses, detached kitchen, meat house, and carriage 
house. A small family graveyard is northeast of the house (Edmonson County Historical Society 
1989, Henderson 1980).  

Situated on a ridge overlooking downtown Brownsville, the Reed-Dossey House (Ed-B-1) 
was listed in the National Register in 1986 for its architectural significance. J.P. Reed, a local 
entrepreneur associated with Green River steamboats, likely constructed the house ca. 1890. The 
Dossey family occupied the house for several generations beginning in 1910. The building, one of 
few surviving historic dwellings in town and the only one of its type, functioned as a boarding 
house in the early 20th century. Miss Tandie McIntyre, a local schoolteacher for whom the Browns-
ville Elementary school is named, was a boarder. An associated stone springhouse is included in 
the listing (Riesenweber 1986). In addition to the Register listing, the house was depicted in a 
drawing by David Rasdall in the Edmonson County High School (1983) Historical Calendar, 
indicating that the student considered the house to be or was told by other people that it is an 
important cultural resource to the community. 

The Reed-Dossey House is a vernacular Victorian, balloon-framed, and weatherboard-covered 
building with a two-story, three-bay T-shaped main block with a four-bay stem. It features two 
semi-hexagonal projections. There is a one-story, five-bay lateral wing that extends the front 
façade; it is two bays deep. Both blocks were erected on a mortared cut limestone foundation. A 
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single-story porch with a semi-hexagonal projection and a flat roof extends nearly the full length 
of the front façade. A single-story porch with a semi-hipped roof is in one angle of the T stem, and 
a similar porch in the other angle was enclosed and combined with a small frame room during 
remodeling. The tin-covered roof is gabled and cross-gabled with three interior brick chimney 
stacks, two in the main block and one in the wing. The exterior features fine millwork, (fish scale 
shingles, saw-tooth dentils, wooden inserts), turned posts, exterior doors with transoms, and narrow 
windows with pointed arch wooden surrounds. The interior retains original wood-work like narrow 
reeded door and window surrounds with bulls-eye corner blocks, grained doors, stairway, and 
mirrored over-mantles (Riesenweber 1986). 

Hart County 

There are 18 listed residential resources in Hart County (Table 12). One (6%) is a pre-historic 
Native American site located in the park and listed under Criterion D, five (28%) are early 
Antebellum brick buildings in downtown Munfordville and in rural Northtown, and 12 (66%) are 
late Antebellum to mid 20th century buildings in downtown Horse Cave. The five early Antebellum 
residential resources are single-function dwellings that include two (40%) hall and parlor plan, one 
of which is Federal style and the other transitional Federal-Greek Revival, and three (60%) five-
bay, central passage houses with rear wings to one side, two of which are Greek Revival style and 
one, transitional Federal-Greek Revival. All early Antebellum houses were listed for their 
architectural significance (Criterion C), with two of the five also listed for their relationship to 
significant persons (Criterion B) and one also significant for its association with events and persons 
(Criteria A and B). The Horse Cave cluster of 12 residential resources are later in time, represent 
a wide range of building types, and predominantly are multi-function buildings for which residence 
was a secondary function. They were listed under Criterion A as part of the Horse Cave Historic 
District.  

A prehistoric residential site in the park is Salts Cave, where excavations in the vestibule 
revealed a complex sequence of midden and ash deposits separated by natural strata marking 
periods between short-term human domestic occupations. Across the vestibule, Early Woodland 
period (1427-207 BC cal.) archeological materials indicate intermittent accumulation of domestic 
debris from small groups engaged in a variety of activities, including hunting, animal butchering 
and other food processing, food preparation and consumption, chipped-stone tool manufacture and 
maintenance, clothing manufacture, hide preparation, and mortuary processing and interment. 
Major midden deposits and features were uncovered along the north wall. Two possible small post 
molds oriented perpendicular to the wall, which may represent domestic furniture, separate two 
clusters of features. Within two meters to the west were four pockets of midden within the 
breakdown, suggesting this was a dedicated area of primary refuse disposal. Within three meters 
east were eight unspecified pits, two bone/stone clusters, and several charcoal and charcoal/burned 
clay concentrations, indicating a work area (Watson 1997, Watson et al. 1969).  

The other rural residential listing in Hart County is the Gardner House (Ht-310), situated in 
the uplands south of Green River and north of Northtown along an old mail route and road leading 
to a river crossing. Listed in 2004 for its well-preserved architecture, the 1.5-story, three-bay, 
Federal style, hall and parlor building features two stepped external end chimneys, a mortared cut 
limestone foundation, and a full basement. The brick work includes Flemish bond on all façades, 
molded “Munfordville” (ovolo and cavetto curves) cornices, and splayed jack arches over three 
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doors and three windows. The two exterior doors on the south elevation are topped with transoms 
and the basement door is topped with a wooden lintel. Both gable-end chimneys are bordered by 
two small windows near the roof line. Original interior elements include the interior corner 
staircase, window frames, deep slayed window openings with reeded reveals, four mantles with 
reeded friezes and pilasters, two six-panel doors, chair rails, and flooring (Baum 2004a, 2004b; 
Baum et al. 2003; Kinney 2004).  

The Gardner House was constructed ca. 1810-1820 using bricks fired on-site. Though 
attributed by some to William Gardner, there is little archival evidence that any members of the 
Gardner family resided in the house. The possible builder and early occupant is Thomas Coats, 
whose father, George Coats, patented a nearby survey in 1796. There have been several modifi-
cations to the building. A porch on the south elevation was removed and replaced with a frame 
kitchen ell on concrete piers in the 1940s. The ell was removed sometime prior to the 1980s. In 
the 1940s the roof pitch was lowered, the roofing was replaced with tin, and a shed dormer was 
added. A full-length porch on the north façade was constructed and removed at unknown times, 
replaced with a small porch of concrete block and poured concrete in the 1950s. Electricity was 
installed in 1948 or 1949, but there never was running water or interior bathrooms (Applegate 
2007, Baum 2004b, Bush 2004, Kinney 2004). 

The house was occupied until the mid 1980s (Kinney 2004), though it has been protected as 
part of the Western Kentucky University Green River Preserve since 2003. Under the supervision 
of Michael Ann Williams, a number of preservation and restoration projects have been completed, 
including brick replacement and repointing, replacement of the tin roof and dormer with a shingle 
roof, window and plaster repairs, joist replacements, removal of the concrete porch, and install-
ation of a replicated front door. There are no extant outbuildings associated with the house. Former 
residents described the following frame buildings that were present in the early-mid 20th century: 
smokehouse, two breeder hen houses, saw mill, blacksmith shed, and tobacco barn with a shingle 
roof. Archeological evidence of a brick kiln, a small residential building (a former log slave cabin 
according to informants) and springhouse (Site 15Ht93), and another springhouse (Site 15Ht89) are 
associated with initial occupations of the Gardner House (Applegate 2007, Bush 2004, Kenney and 
Applegate 2016, McGuire 2003).  

 Archeological testing around the Gardner House uncovered a large assemblage (n=1,678) of 
historic artifacts designated the Gardner House site (15Ht83). Major artifact types are brick frag-
ments associated with the kiln, (56%), coal and coal cinder (22%), nails and other metal (12%), 
glazed clay (4.5%), glass (4%), and faunal, lithic, and floral items (1.5%). Chronologically 
diagnostic artifacts indicate Historic period occupations spanning ca. 1800-2000. Historic artifacts 
are consistent with a farmstead site dominated by domestic activities. Architectural group artifacts 
account for 65% of the assemblage, followed by 22% fuel group, 6% kitchen group, and 7% 
combined bone/plant, miscellaneous hardware, clothing, personal, farm tools, toys, and 
manufacturing debris groups. There was no evidence of a builders’ trench around the house 
(Applegate 2007). 

In Munfordville, the Richard Jones Munford House is a one-story brick house with two 
asymmetrical wings on a stone foundation. Constructed ca. 1830, the house reportedly has a tunnel 
from the basement to the river bluff. The home was occupied by Union Brigadier General R. W. 
Johnson and other senior officers during the Civil War. It currently is part of the Old Munfordville 
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Walking Tour, indicating its importance (City of Munfordville n.d.). The town’s namesake, 
Richard Jones Munford (1776-1843) was a farmer and a merchant, and he was served in the 
Kentucky state legislature (Speer 1888). He married Virginia-born Elizabeth (Embry) Munford 
(1776/1781-1847) in 1801 in then Green County, Kentucky and the couple had 12 children 
(MyHeritage.com, Ancestry.com).  

Listed in 1980, the Alvey Cox House (Ht-21) in Munfordville is situated on the former L&N 
Turnpike. It is locally significant for its architecture and state of preservation, sharing several 
similarities with the Gardner House. Built in 1831 or 1837 based on an inscribed brick, the 
transitional Federal-Greek Revival style house is a 1.5-story, hall and parlor plan building on a cut 
limestone foundation. One of the earliest brick dwellings in town, the four-bay main block is 
common (American) bond. There is an internal end chimney in the east and an exterior stepped 
end chimney in the west, the latter bordered by two small windows under the roof line. The front 
door is a graduated horizontal panel type, the top two panels bracketed by bulls-eye corner blocks, 
and has a transom above. There are splayed jack arches above the windows, and an arching row 
of headers above the basement opening. Original interior woodwork includes a board-and-batten 
door, mantels, and window casings of backbank molding. A frame wing was added to an ell 
addition in ca. 1906-1907, both of which are now covered in aluminum siding (James 1977c). 

The Dr. Lewis Barrett [Barret] House in Mun-
fordville opposite the county courthouse had not been 
substantially modified since its construction in ca. 1835 
when it was listed in 1980 for its significance related to 
commerce (Section 3.4.3), medicine (Section 3.4.9), 
and architecture. The physician’s former residence was a 
two-story, central passage plan with Greek Revival 
stylistic features (Figure 24). Constructed of common 
(American) bond brick with walls three bricks thick, the 
house featured a five-bay main block with a central door 
and interior end chimneys and a three-bay rear side 
wing with a molded brick cornice of unspecified form.  

Door and window frames were pegged. The central interior stair was original. The listing did not 
include outbuildings (James 1977a). The house was “one of the few surviving early 19th century 
brick structures remaining in Munfordville and Hart County” (James 1977a:2) at the time of listing. 
However, the house was damaged substantially during a tornado in November 2005 and was 
demolished the following year (Page 2010h). There may be archeological remains associated with 
the building. 

his name was stricken from the rolls.  Thomas immediately left college, perhaps not voluntarily.  He headed 
for Louisville and got a job in the business owned by his future father-in-law.    
 
Lewis managed his large household in the Munford-
ville house shown to the right, built around 1835.  This 
house, with modifications by later owners, was added 
to the National Register of Historic Places.  It was de-
stroyed by a tornado in 2005.   
 
Lewis Barret was a highly respected doctor.  He was 
also a staunch Whig in primarily Democratic Hart 
County.  Despite the opposition, he was elected to the 
state legislature in 1840, winning by just one vote.  
One wonders how much time he spent at the state capi-
tol, since the church records show that he rarely missed a 
Session meeting. 
 
By the time Hugh was born in 1850, Thomas had just married the boss's daughter, Mary Irwin Hite, and 
joined his in-laws' household and their Episcopal church.  Hugh's other half-brother, John, was working as  
a deputy sheriff for Hart County; it is his signature on the census page.  Hugh had six surviving older sib-
lings.  He was not baptized right away; the church records show that he was baptized in 1852, and the sac-
rament was performed at the Barret home.   
 
The next decade was eventful for the Barret family, as half a dozen offspring reached maturity.  Margaret 
married William Boog Brown, Mundfordville's other doctor, who was an older half-brother  to George 
Garvin Brown.  Dr. Lewis Barret died, at age 53.  John married Elizabeth Wood, a cousin from Barren 
County, and he settled down near her people and became a gentleman farmer.  Jane died at age 18.  James 
moved to Louisville and married Elizabeth Middleton.  Henry, at age 17, also moved to Louisville, attached 
himself to Thomas and his growing family, as well as his Hite in-laws and the Episcopal church.   

 
That left Rachel, at the brink of the Civil War, a widow in Munford-
ville, with Mary age 22, William age 13 and Hugh age 10.   None of the 
Barret sons signed up for either side of the War.  Kentucky, as a border 
state, was divided in sentiment, being a slave state that chose to stay in 
the Union.2  The Presbyterians reflected the general public, divided in 
loyalty, although during the War the Kentucky churches for the most 
part remained affiliated with the denomination while the churches with-
in the Confederacy formed a new General Assembly and denomina-
tion.3  
 

                      Image courtesy of Kenneth M. Lasley           

2 The governor of Kentucky refused to send troops to either side of the war, and the state legislature declared Kentucky neutral. 

3  The new assembly was called the Presbyterian Church in the US, but it was commonly referred to as the “southern” church.  The “northern” 

church was a re-union of the Old School and New School in 1869, which bore the name Presbyterian Church in the USA.  After several more 

splits and mergers, the northern and southern churches finally re-united in 1983, with the name PC(USA) headquartered in Louisville.  

Figure 24. 1970s Painting by Kenneth Lasley of the 
Dr. Lewis Barrett House (Chilton 2015). 

 The Francis Asbury Smith House in downtown Munfordville was listed in 1980 in relation 
to military events (Section 3.4.10), a person associated with early commerce (Section 3.4.3), and 
architecture. Built in 1835 based on dates imprinted on several bricks, the house was constructed 
for George A. Craddock according to local sources. Francis Asbury Smith (1822-1894) and Louisa 
Ann (Thomas) Smith (1828-1863) reportedly acquired the house in 1837 but they were only 15 
and 9 years old, respectively, that year. Regardless, prominent businessman F. A. Smith, his first 
wife Louisa Smith, and his second wife Elizabeth “Lizzie” (Gardner/Gardiner) Smith (1840-1900) 
resided in the home for many decades. Lizzie Smith, sister of W. H. Gardner, T. S. Gardner, and 
James Gardner, died at her home in Munfordville in 1900, presumably in this house. Another notable 

https://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
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owner of the house was Judge David Alexander Mccandless (1865-1939), who bought it ca. 1900. 
Mccandless practiced law in Munfordville from 1897-1900, served as Commonwealth Attorney 
from 1906-1910, served as Circuit Judge from 1916-1923, and was elected to the Court of Appeals 
from 1923-1929. The F. A. Smith House is part of the Old Munfordville Walking Tour (Daugherty 
n.d.; Family Medical Center of Hart County 2016; James 1977f; Munfordville Visitor Center 2011; 
No Author 2017a; www.findagrave.com).  

 Regarding architecture, the Francis Asbury Smith House is a notable example of the transitional 
Federal-Greek Revival style. The two-story, five-bay, single-pile, central passage house is un-
bonded brick. The main block features two brick interior end chimneys, elaborate eave brackets, 
and a Federal doorway with a central fanlight transom, sidelights, and wide pedimented moldings. 
Seven of the nine windows on the front façade are topped with cornice-like window hoods. The 
original one-story rear side wing was later expanded to a second story. The interior features a 
transitional Federal-Greek Revival stairway, window seats in one room of the main block, and 
original woodwork including a mantel and cupboard. The listing does not include outbuildings 
(James 1977f).  

Judge Mccandless “modernized” the Francis Asbury Smith House in the early 20th century, 
adding the concrete and tile front porch and installing hardwood flooring in the interior. An 
undated photograph of the house that appeared in Harper’s Weekly shows a full-length open 
portico enclosed with decorative wood railings on the front façade and a two-story porch over the 
central bay with dentil moldings, Corinthian columns on the lower floor, and similar decorative 
railings on the second floor. The photograph is attributed to the Civil War era but may date to 
Mccandless’s period of ownership. The building recently was renovated extensively and now 
houses the Physical Therapy & Fitness and Wellness Center of the Family Medical Center of Hart 
County (Family Medical Center of Hart County 2016, www.findagrave.com). 

The General George T. Wood House in Munfordville was listed in 1980 in relation to a sig-
nificant person in government/politics (Section 3.4.7) and architecture. The brother-in-law of Dr. 
Lewis Barret (see above), Gen. Wood constructed the two-story, transitional Federal-Greek 
Revival building ca. 1834-1835. Architectural elements suggest the main block originally was a 
three-bay, side hall plan, as the windows of the left three bays have splayed arches and those of 
the right two bays do not. Constructed of brick of unspecified bond type, the main block has an 
interior end chimney on the left side. The central main entrance features the original fanlight 
transom and two rectilinear side lights. A full-length, two-story, front porch has Doric columns, 
with the second floor enclosed by a wooden railing and decorated with dentil molding. There is a 
rear one-story shed addition off the three left bays of the main block. A one-story, three-bay brick 
side rear wing extends from the two right bays of the main block. It features a section of the original 
profiled brick cornice, two interior chimneys, and a porch in the angle. The interior was remodeled 
in the early 20th century but retains some original woodwork. No outbuildings, nor the family 
cemetery at the rear of the current property (Section 3.4.13), were included in the listing (James 
1977g, Tapp 2012).  

The house was part of Gen. Wood’s large farm on Wood Hill, which was used as a Union 
encampment during the Civil War (Section 3.4.10). It now occupies a full city block across from and 
upslope of the county courthouse. The house passed out of the family after Gen. Wood’s death in 
1876. In 1908 the Craddock family purchased the Wood house, using it as a private residence until 
1980. Since then, the house has served as the law office of J. D. Craddock, III, former Hart County 

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Attorney and Assistant Commonwealth Attorney. The house is part of the Old Munfordville Walking 
Tour (Craddock Law 2017, James 1977g, Munfordville Visitor Center 2011).  

Of the 12 listed residential resources included in the Horse Cave Historic District, the oldest is 
one of only two single-family dwellings. The Dr. G. A. Thomas House (a.k.a., Thomas House, Dr. 
Thomas House, Ht-86) on deep setback on East Main Street is one of the best-known cultural 
resources in town. Dr. George Alfred Thomas was a prominent dentist and civic leader in Horse 
Cave in the late 19th century who, among other things, constructed an opera house adjacent to the 
home (Section 3.4.2) and operated a tourist attraction in Hidden River Cave immediately east of 
the home (Section 3.4.19). Born in Kentucky to Virginia settlers Hugh Thomas (1807-1881) and 
Martha H. (Townsend) Thomas (1813-1869), George A. Thomas (1840-1905) married Anna May 
(Naylor) Thomas (1844-1904) in 1865 and the couple had 11 children: J. W. Thomas (ca. 1866-
?), J. P. Thomas (ca. 1867-?), H. E. Thomas (ca. 1869-?), Dr. Harry Beard Thomas (1871-1948), 
Llewelyn C. Thomas (1873-1926), M. E. T. Thomas (ca. 1877-?), Fredrick H. Thomas (ca. 1879-
?), Hudson Thomas (ca. 1880-?), Emma M. Thomas (ca. 1882-?), J. Clarence Thomas (1883-
1911), and Lyda May Thomas (1888-1889). In 1886, Dr. George Thomas moved his family from 
Columbia in Adair County to Horse Cave, where he resided in the listed house until his death, 
when the house passed to his son, Dr. Harry Beard Thomas. George A. Thomas, Annie M. Thomas, 
Harry B. Thomas, and several other family members are interred in Horse Cave Municipal 
Cemetery (Logsdon 2001, 2004; www.findagrave.com). 

There are conflicting accounts about when and by whom the G. A. Thomas House was 
constructed. According to Logsdon (2001, 2004), William M. Wilson purchased the property in 
1859 and built the house in ca. 1859-1860. Several decades later, Dr. George Thomas bought the 
house in 1886 and remodeled it in 1887-1888. According to Wilson (n.d.), building materials 
inside the house suggest three episodes of construction with a core and two additions. On the other 
hand, Edwards (1913:110) corroborates Wilson’s relationship to the property but implies that two 
houses existed there: “In the spring of 1859 W. M. Wilson bought a few acres of land on the south 
side of Main Street and west of the cave and built thereon a two-story frame dwelling house, where 
the residence of H. B. Thomas now stands.” According to Thomas family descendant William 
“Bill” Austin (as quoted in Quinlan et al. 1990), Dr. George Thomas built his two-story frame 
home west of the cave entrance on the site of the former W. M. Wilson residence. Our assessment 
is that Logsdon is correct, and that the house core is a “typical” mid-19th century, five-bay, double-
pile central passage to which additions and modifications were made in the Postbellum period. 

The Dr. G. A. Thomas House is a two-story frame 
dwelling with later Victorian or Second Empire ele-
ments. The mansard roof had an interior brick chim-
ney, now removed, and currently is covered in raised-
seam metal sheeting. The left-most bay is a five-
sided, two-story turret with windows on three sides. 
A one-story, flat-roofed porch spans the three central 
bays. It historically had milled posts and spandrel 
trim (Figure 25), which later were replaced with 
brick posts and railings. A similar brick-supported 
porch spans part of the east elevation. A one-story 
pentagonal addition with a brick chimney, now gone, 
extends from the west elevation.  

Figure 25. Undated Historic Photograph of the Dr. 
George A. Thomas House (City of Horse Cave n.d.) 

https://www.findagrave.com/
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The interior central stairway, fireplaces, and corner cupboard in the house are original (Logs-
don 2004). During renovations, Dr. George Thomas enhanced the dwelling with “distinctive 
dormers in a pressed tin shingle roof” and decorative woodwork to the corner tower (Logsdon 
2004:15). Son Dr. Barry B. Thomas remodeled the house in 1908, following the death of his father 
in 1905. He operated his dental practice in the corner tower room. Later alterations include addition 
of arts and crafts elements to the porch and installation of a kitchen in the 1950s. The house 
remained in the Thomas family until the City of Horse Cave purchased it in 1999. The city 
renovated the exterior and now uses the building for community activities and events (City of 
Horse Cave n.d., Kennedy and Macintire 2004, Logsdon 2004).  

The other single-family residential resource included in the Horse Cave Historic District is the 
Telephone Exchange Building (Ht-846). Constructed in 1905 on East Main Street at South Dixie 
Street (US 31W), this 1.5-story, T-plan bungalow has a hipped roof covered in raised-seam metal 
sheeting (Logsdon 2001, 2004). The four-bay, wide-eaved, brick building with common 
(American) bond has central hipped dormers with three windows on the front and rear elevations 
and an interior brick chimney. The three left bays, with two doors topped by rectilinear transoms, 
is fronted by a flat-roofed porch supported by two square wood posts on brick pedestals and 
enclosed in an open-stretcher brick railing. The wood-frame windows in the projecting front right 
bay and on the west elevation have smooth limestone lintels and sills, now topped with metal 
awnings. There is a one-story rear addition of running bond with asphalt shingle roofing. “Located 
on a prominent corner of the historic district, it is an excellent example of a building that has 
retained all of its character-defining features and has been well maintained over the years” 
(Logsdon 2004:14). The building later was used for arts and crafts (Section 3.4.2) and business 
and commerce (Section 3.4.3) functions. 

The other ten resources in the Horse Cave Historic District with residential functions are 
commercial and multipurpose buildings, nearly all of which date to the 20th century. The earliest 
was Gorins Store (Ht-94), constructed in 1875 on North Dixie Street (US 31W) along the L&N 
Railroad tracks. Its primary function was commerce as it housed several types of businesses 
(Section 3.4.2), but most recently its use as apartments altered its function to residential (Logsdon 
2001, 2004). It was demolished in 2007 by the City of Horse Cave, but archeological materials 
associated with the building likely remain.  

Constructed in 1910 on East Main Street, the First National Bank Building (Ht-92) has been 
used for multiple functions including arts (Section 3.4.2), commerce (Section 3.4.3), education 
(Section 3.4.5), medicine (Section 3.4.9), and museums (Section 3.4.14). The residential function 
is related to apartments previously located on the second floor. Also on East Main Street, the 
Dorsey Drug Building (Ht-90) had apartments on the second floor. Constructed in 1920, the 
building was used primarily for commerce (Section 3.4.2) and medicine (Section 3.4.9). The 
Farmers Deposit Bank (a.k.a., Horse Cave State Bank Building, Ht-91), constructed in the 1920s 
on East Main Street, formerly had apartments on the second floor, though its primary function was 
commercial (Section 3.4.3) and also relates to arts (Section 3.4.2) (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Three residential-related resources in the Horse Cave Historic District were constructed in 
1923. The Western Auto Building (a.k.a., Veach Building, Ht-849) on East Main Street has 
housed businesses (Section 3.4.3) and government offices (Section 3.4.7) on the first floor and 
apartments on the second floor. Also on East Main Street, the two-story Branstetter Apartments 
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(Ht-853) originally was used as a commercial building (Section 3.4.3), but at an unspecified time 
the function shifted to a multi-unit apartment complex. Another converted apartment complex is 
Smith Apartments (Ht-606) on Water Street. The three-story brick building has had multiple 
functions, including arts (Section 3.4.2), commerce (Section 3.4.3), and medicine (Section 3.4.9). 
Recent renovations created apartments on the upper two floors (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Constructed in the 1930s, Midway Café (Ht-870) on East Main Street had a business on the 
first floor (Section 3.4.3) and rented rooms on the second floor. Similarly, Martin Auction and 
Real Estate (Ht-852) is a two-story building on East Main Street. Constructed in 1950, the 
building had businesses on the first floor (Section 3.4.3) and apartments on the second floor. 
Finally, the Payton Building (Ht-880) on Guthrie Street formerly had medical offices on the first 
floor (Section 3.4.9) and apartments on the second but currently the entire building has a residential 
function. It was constructed in 1932 or 1952 (Logsdon 2001, 2004).  

Warren County 

With a total of 46 houses, Warren County has the highest percentage of Register-listed 
residential resources in the project area (Table 12). Almost three-quarters (n=33) of the properties 
were listed in 2004 as part of a historic district under Criterion A, and the other 28% are individual 
listings under Criterion C (n=10), Criteria B and C (n=2), or Criteria A and C (n=1). Architectural 
plans and styles are diverse.  

There are four spatial clusters of residential resources in the county, three of which are in urban 
settings and one rural. The densest concentration of 34 (74%) houses is in the small community of 
Oakland-Freeport, 33 of which are part of the Oakland-Freeport Historic District. They span the 
Antebellum to mid 20th century, with many dating to the 1880s. [There are photographs of two 
additional residences in the Oakland-Freeport Historic District nomination, unnamed houses Wa-
O-12 and Wa-O-25, but they are listed or described in the text so they are not included in this 
summary.] Nine (20%) 19th century houses are located in a rural setting along or near US 31W, 
the former L&N Turnpike. The small community of Smiths Grove has two (4%) listed houses 
dating to the Postbellum period and mid 19th century. One (2%) Postbellum house is in the 
unincorporated community of Hays.  

Starting with the residential resources in the Oakland-Freeport cluster, the oldest listed 
property is the Peyton Cooke House (a.k.a., Forest Home, Wa-8). Located in northern Oakland 
on Vine Street, the major north-south thoroughfare north of the railroad tracks, this locally sig-
nificant building was listed in the National Register in 1979 for its architecture. An early settler 
from a prominent family in the Tidewater area of Virginia, Peyton Cooke (1791-1856/1858) im-
migrated to the Green River area along with his widowed mother, Alicia Payne (1750-1837), and 
seven siblings in ca. 1810 after the death of his father, Giles Cooke (1748-1805). By 1819 he first 
married Mary Armistead (Lacey) Cooke (1800-1827), who was born in Virginia, and they had at 
least four children: Armistead Mason Cooke (1819-1819), Maria Lacey (Cooke) Atchison (1820-
1844), Elizabeth Alicia (Cooke) Atchison (1823-1846), and Peyton Westwood Cooke (1826-1896). 
His second wife was Virginia-born Catharine T. (Jones) Cooke (1807-?), with whom he had at 
least five children: William Francis Cooke (1833-1833), Mary Catherine (Cooke) McKinney 
(1834-1868), Francis Henry Cooke (1835-1839), Victoria Alexandria (Cooke) Kline (1838-?), and 
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Desdamona “Lonnie” Esther (Cooke) Jordan Wilsford (1840-1870) (Ancestry.com, Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978c, www.findagrave.com, Schoenbachler 2009). 

Peyton Cooke’s sister, Anna (Cooke) Beauchamp (1785/1786-1826), was a principal in a 
famous love triangle, the “Beauchamp-Sharp Affair,” in the 1820s that resulted in her suicide and 
the first legal hanging in the Commonwealth, the story commemorated in A Kentucky Tragedy, 
Robert Penn Warren’s World Enough and Time, and numerous other works of fiction and non-
fiction (Gibbs and Henderson 1978c, Schoenbachler 2009). The story “became a regional theme 
in American literature” (Gibbs and Henderson 1978c:1), though this historical connection was not 
included as an area of significance in the National Register listing, possibly because the link 
between the building and the story is indirect. According to Schoenbachler (2009), however, 
Anna’s husband, Jereboam O. Beauchamp, confessed to stopping at Peyton Cooke’s house after 
committing the murder of Col. Solomon P. Sharp in Frankfort in November 1825. 

Constructed in 1824-1826, the Peyton Cooke House is two-story, five-bay, Federal style, 
central passage house with interior end chimneys and an original one-story ell with a gable-end 
interior chimney. The brick main block features Flemish bond on all elevations, a flat row of 
headers over the openings, a segmental front door opening, and a flat arch of stretchers with a 
pseudo keystone over the rear door. Original interior woodwork includes splayed and reeded 
window cases, chair rail, floors, and reeded mantles and cupboards in the house and ell. The house 
is an exceptionally well-preserved example of a house type and style that is common in the area. 
The only recent modification is a porch in the angle of the ell. There is a natural spring just north 
of the house. Peyton Cooke’s descendants lived in the house for over a century, when the Frank 
Grimes family purchased it in 1929. The listing does not include outbuildings (Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978c), though a recent online post shows a building partly constructed of heavy timber 
with a stone gable-end exterior chimney at the rear of the house (Page 2010d). 

The remaining residential resources in the Oakland-Freeport cluster were listed in 2004 as part 
of the Oakland-Freeport Historic District. The oldest of these is the Johnson House (Wa-O-48), 
which was built ca. 1856 on a deep setback lot on Church Street, the major north-south road south 
of the railroad tracks. The one-story, four-bay, frame, saddlebag building has a coursed rubble 
stone foundation, central interior brick chimney, and central two-bay flat-roofed front porch. In 
the 1990s the house was modified in several ways: asphalt shingle roofing, new wooden porch 
floor and front entry door, and vinyl siding (covering one front entrance), square porch posts, sash 
windows, and shutters (Zeigler 2004). 

Constructed ca. 1857 with a deep setback on Vine Street north of the railroad tracks, the W. P. 
Mansfield, Sr. House (Wa-O-20) is a contributing property in the Oakland-Freeport Historic 
District. William Poindexter Mansfield, Sr. (1816/1817-1910) was the son of William Mansfield 
(?-1847) and Grace (surname unknown) Mansfield (?-1854). He married his first wife, Mary Ann 
(Heatherly) Mansfield (1820-1851), in 1838 and they had at least one child, John William 
Mansfield (1839-1845). He married his second wife, Martha Ann (Parker) Mansfield (1836-1861) 
in 1853, and there is no record that they had children. In 1862 W. P. Mansfield, Sr. wed his third 
wife, Ann S. (Shobe) Mansfield (1844-1914), the daughter of Moses and Martha (Dunn) Shobe 
(see Moses Shobe House below). They had 12 children: Virgil L. Mansfield (1863-1897), Martha 
Ann “Mattie” Mansfield (1864-1866), Emma M. (Mansfield) Amos (1866-1959), Ellen Mansfield 
(1869-1944), Lola S. (Mansfield) Shobe (1871-1945), William Poindexter (Paul?) Mansfield, Jr. 

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
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(1872-1953), Walter Shobe Mansfield (1875-1964), Zelma (Mansfield) Hendrick (1877-1946), 
Bettie Mansfield (1880-1881), Reba/Rebie Mansfield (1882-1883), Jesse Smith Mansfield (1884-
1944), and Grace (Mansfield) Young (1886-1969). William Poindexter and Ann (Shobe) Mansfield 
and several children and grandchildren are buried in Smiths Grove Cemetery (Section 3.4.13) 
(Gorin 2001, Hardecastle 1938, Higginbotham 2017, www.findagrave.com).  

The W. P. Mansfield, Sr. House is a two-story, five-
bay, single pile, central passage building with a gable roof 
and two partly exterior brick stepped end chimneys. It is 
frame construction on a stone pier foundation. The Greek 
Revival dwelling features a rectilinear transom and side-
lights surrounding the front entrance and a central-bay flat-
roof front porch with square Doric columns, decorative 
braces, and knee-brace brackets (Figure 26). Recent alter-
ations are asphalt shingle roofing, a new wood front door, 
and a one-story rear side wing (Zeigler 2004).  

Figure 26. Undated Photograph of the W. P. 
Mansfield House (WKU Special Collections). 

Located one block south of the W. P. Mansfield, Sr. House at the rear of a brick veneer ranch 
home is unnamed house Wa-O-31, one of four quarters that Mansfield constructed for his enslaved 
persons ca. 1860 when he owned about 20 enslaved individuals. The one-story main block is frame 
construction on a stone pier foundation. It has a gable roof covered in metal sheeting, exterior walls 
of vertical board and weatherboard siding, and one-over-one double-hung wood sash windows. 
The Cumberland plan building with two side wing additions housed four families of enslaved 
persons at one time (Zeigler 2004).  

Unnamed house Wa-O-42 on Young Street in northwestern Oakland [Freeport] is one of 
several dwellings constructed for teachers of the nearby Oakland Academy, a former African 
American school (Sections 3.3.7, 3.3.13, and 3.4.5). Dating to ca. 1876, the one-story hall and 
parlor is frame construction with a gable roof and a stone pier foundation. The exterior walls are 
sided in weatherboarding. A partial front porch features a shed roof and square support posts. In 
addition to the chimney being removed, the house has been altered with asphalt shingle roofing 
and new windows and entry door in resized openings (Zeigler 2004). There is a one-story, one-
bay shed addition across the rear of the single-pile main block.  

Located at the end of Kelly Street, which parallels the south side of the railroad tracks, un-
named house Wa-O-46 is a one-story, T-plan of frame construction on a stone foundation. Built 
ca. 1880, the Victorian style building has a gable roof covered in metal sheeting, weatherboard 
siding, interior brick chimneys, and a full-length front porch with a shed roof supported by tapering 
wooden posts on square brick pedestals. Alterations include asphalt shingles on the porch, a 1920s 
three-light wood panel front door, and recent wood sash windows (Zeigler 2004). 

Built ca. 1882 south of the railroad tracks on a deep setback on Burnett Street, the Taylor House 
(Wa-O-21) is a one-story, five-bay, frame building with a gable roof, stone foundation, and two 
brick interior chimneys. The roof is covered in standing-seam metal sheeting, and the exterior is 
clad in weatherboard siding. The front porch spanning the central three bays has wood plank 
flooring and a flat roof supported by three square wood posts. Segmented pediments top the 
fenestrations on the front façade, which features original wood sash windows. Originally a gabled-

https://www.findagrave.com/
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ell plan, in 1954 a second gable was added, converting the house to a piano-box plan. A rear wing 
addition was added that year, as well (Zeigler 2004). 

Unnamed house Wa-O-32 on Vine Street in northern Oakland [Freeport] was constructed ca. 
1883 for another African American teacher associated with the Oakland Academy (Sections 3.3.7, 
3.3.13, and 3.4.5). Like house Wa-O-42 (see above), this dwelling is a one-story, frame hall and 
parlor with a gable roof, weatherboard siding, and a stone pier foundation. A partial front porch 
features a low-pitched shed roof supported by wood posts. Unlike house Wa-O-42, house Wa-O-
32 retains the interior brick chimney and original wood sash windows. Recent alterations include 
asphalt shingle roofing and a wood panel front door (Zeigler 2004). The front porch of this double-
pile dwelling has four-bays, including two central doors and two side windows, and is now 
enclosed. 

A flurry of residential construction occurred in Oakland-Freeport ca. 1886, when 14 listed 
houses were constructed. One of these is unnamed house Wa-O-43 on Young Street, a third one-
story, frame hall and parlor built for another Oakland Academy teacher. Like the other houses, it 
has a gable roof, weatherboard siding, and a stone pier foundation, and it retains the interior brick 
chimney. The roofing has been replaced with asphalt shingles (Zeigler 2004). Situated on a lot 
with a deep setback, house Wa-O-43 is double pile. 

There are three ca. 1886 listed houses on Cooke Street, two streets south of Young Street in 
northern Oakland. A fourth one-story, frame hall and parlor home constructed on a corner lot for 
another Oakland Academy teacher is the H. Patterson House (Wa-O-37). Like the other teachers’ 
houses, it has a gable roof, interior brick chimney, stone pier foundation, and weatherboard siding. 
The roofing is sheet metal, and the front entrance has a three-light and wood panel door. Alterations 
include salvaged wood sash and fixed windows on the side elevations, and a shed addition on the 
front that reoriented the main entrance to Vine Street. No details about H. Patterson are provided, 
and it is unclear if he/she was the builder and/or occupant (Zeigler 2004).  

Patterson House (Wa-O-40) was constructed and occupied by a local builder identified only 
as Mr. Patterson. It is a one-story, frame, two-pen dwelling with a metal-covered gable roof, weather-
board siding, and a stone pier foundation. The partial front porch has a flat roof supported by milled 
columns. Both front entrances have one-light and wood panel doors, and the wood sash windows 
are original. No details about Mr. Patterson are provided (Zeigler 2004).  

Between the two Patterson houses is unnamed house Wa-O-39, a one-story, four-bay, saddle-
bag of frame construction on a stone pier foundation. Sided in asbestos and Masonite board-and 
batten, the main block has a gable roof covered in standing-seam metal sheeting and an interior 
brick chimney. The flat-roofed, two-bay central front porch has four milled columns. Windows 
are original wood sash but the two central-bay front entrances have replacement doors, a 1920s 
two-light and wood panel and a recent wood slab door. There is a frame side ell addition off the 
left pen (Zeigler 2004). An aerial image on Google Maps suggests that the house is collapsed. 

On Mills Street, one south of Cooke Street, is unnamed house Wa-O-36, a one-story, frame 
dwelling with a metal-covered gable roof, Masonite siding, and stone pier foundation. The interior 
chimney is stucco-covered brick. The partial front porch has a shed roof covered in standing-seam 
sheet metal and supported by milled posts. The windows and main entry are original, the latter 
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featuring a one-light and wood panel door. The original shotgun plan of the house was altered ca. 
1950 into a hall and parlor (Zeigler 2004). An aerial image on Google Maps suggests that the house 
no longer exists. 

South of Cooke Street and adjacent to the railroad tracks on Rasdall Street, Evans House (Wa-
O-34) is the last ca. 1886 house north of the tracks. Constructed for the Evans family, this one-
story, frame house is a gabled-end plan with Victorian stylistic elements. The main block has a 
gable roof covered in standing-seam metal roofing, interior brick chimneys, weatherboard siding, 
and a stone pier foundation. The partial front porch has a flat roof supported by square posts and 
knee-brace brackets. The front entrance, a one-light and wood panel door, and wood sash windows 
are original. A wing addition extends off the rear. No details about the Evans family are provided 
(Zeigler 2004).  

On the south side of the railroad tracks, there are five ca. 1886 houses along the north-south 
main road, Church Street. Located in the 100 block on a corner lot, Smith House (Wa-O-02), like 
the Evans House, is a one-story, a gabled-end, frame building with Victorian stylistic elements. 
The three-bay main block has a gable roof and two interior brick chimneys, but has vinyl siding 
and a concrete foundation. The two-bay front porch features a flat roof, milled columns, spindled 
frieze, and wood plank floor. The one-light and wood panel front door is original. There are 
additions off the rear, as well as a recent garage and breezeway to the side. Other alterations include 
vinyl sash windows and asphalt shingle roofing. No details about the Smith family are provided 
(Zeigler 2004).  

Situated on a deep setback in the 200 block of Church Street, Hopper House (Wa-O-07) is a 
two-story, five-bay, single-pile, frame central passage building with a gable roof and a stone pier 
foundation. The central entrance of the Gothic Revival protrudes with a two-story, three-bay, 
gabled cut-away wall dormer with decorative vergeboard woodwork in the gable. Recent alter-
ations include asphalt shingle roofing, vinyl siding, replacement front door and windows, side and 
rear additions, and removal of the chimney and front porch. No details about the Hopper family 
are provided (Zeigler 2004).  

Also in the 200 block of Church Street is Shobe House (Wa-O-47), constructed by Eugene 
Absalom Shobe in about 1886. He was the son of Cyrus Shobe (1822-1889) and his third wife 
Selina Weeden (Smith) Shobe (1825-1869), who married in 1844. Cyrus was the brother of Moses 
Shobe, who constructed a Register-listed home nearby on the L&N Turnpike (see below). Eugene 
A. Shobe (1849-1926) married Mary Elizabeth “Lizzie” (LaRue) Shobe (1850-1920) in 1868 and 
they had at least five children: Brooks LaRue Shobe (1869-1885), twins Cora Shobe and Edgar 
Shobe (1872-1873), Gertrude (Shobe) Strange (1876-1961), and Florence (Shobe) Harris (1879-
1954). Eugene A. and Mary Elizabeth Shobe, his parents, and their children are buried in Smiths 
Grove Cemetery (Higginbotham 2017, www.findagrave.com).  

Shobe House is a one-story, three-bay, frame building with a hipped roof, a stone pier 
foundation, two interior brick chimneys, and weatherboard siding. The house plan type is not 
indicated. The full-length front porch of the Victorian dwelling has a brick floor and square posts. 
The front door, which is a one-light and wood panel form with side lights, and wood sash windows 
are original. A rear wing was added in about 1900. Recent alterations include asphalt shingle 
roofing and a side porch and gazebo addition. Dr. Smith (first name unknown), one of three 
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physicians in Oakland during the Postbellum period, lived in the house in the early 1900s and used 
the rear block as his office (Section 3.4.9) (Zeigler 2004).  

Jones House (Wa-O-54) on a Church Street corner lot in the 300 block was first occupied by 
Dr. E. S. Jones, another Oakland physician during the Postbellum period. The one-story, three-
bay, frame dwelling has a gable roof with standing seam metal roofing, a cut stone foundation, and 
two interior brick chimneys. The plan of the house is not indicated. Similar to the Hopper house, 
the front entrance of the Gothic Revival home protrudes with a one-bay, gabled cut-away wall 
dormer with decorative vergeboard and fish scale shingles in the gable. The one-light and wood 
panel door in the central bay is original, as are the wood sash windows. The large veranda was 
removed from the house (Zeigler 2004).  

The final ca. 1886 house on Church Street is Treadway House (Wa-O-49), in the 400 block. 
The original owner of the one-story, three-bay, frame Gothic Revival dwelling was Dr. William 
Allen, who practiced medicine from the house (Section 3.4.9). It has a hipped roof covered in 
standing-seam metal sheeting, a brick foundation and central interior chimney, and weatherboard 
siding. Original fish scale shingles are present in the wall dormer gables. The full-length porch 
features a hipped roof supported by wooden Doric columns and a concrete floor. The floor plan is 
not specified. The one-light and wood panel front door and wood sash windows are original. An 
addition was added to the rear at an unspecified time (Zeigler 2004).  

Like Wa-O-46 (see above), unnamed house Wa-O-29 on Kelly Street is a one-story, frame, T-
plan Victorian house with a gable roof and interior brick chimney. Built in about 1886, the house 
has standing-seam metal roofing, a concrete foundation, and partial front porch with a shed roof 
and concrete floor. Alterations include vinyl siding, square porch posts, one-light and wood panel 
front door, and wood sash windows (Zeigler 2004). The aerial photograph on Google Maps 
suggests that the house no longer exists. 

South of Kelly Street on Oakland Street is the ca. 1886 R. Grimes House (Wa-O-11), which 
Mr. R. Grimes constructed for his widowed mother, Mrs. Reiff. It is a one-story, frame, gabled-
end house of unspecified style with a gable roof, stone foundation, weatherboard siding, interior 
brick chimney, and front porch. Original elements are the one-light and wood panel front door and 
wood sash windows. Alterations include asphalt shingle roofing and enclosure of the front porch. 
No details about the Grimes or Reiff families are provided (Zeigler 2004).  

The final ca. 1886 listed resources is unnamed house Wa-O-53, located on Gaines Lane east 
of Church Street. It is a one-story, frame dwelling of unspecified plan with a gable roof covered in 
standing-seam metal sheeting, a stone post foundation, and an interior brick chimney. The partial 
front porch wraps around one corner and features wooden posts and a concrete floor. Original 
elements are the one-light and wood panel front door and wood sash windows (Zeigler 2004).  

Located on Burnett Street, the Aubrey Burnett House (Wa-O-22) is a locally significant 
building listed individually in 1979 for its architecture and included in the 2004 Oakland-Freeport 
Historic District listing. Constructed near Taylor House (see above) in about 1894 by Dr. E. S. 
Jones, the physician lived on the first floor and used the second for his practice (Section 3.4.9). 
The 1.5-story, frame, decorated T-plan cottage has three bays, a gable roof, a central ridgeline 
chimney now removed, a central dormer, and the original ¾-length front porch with a flat roof 
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supported by square posts. Victorian decorative elements include vergeboards, spindle-work, iron 
cresting, and window lintels. The one-light and wood panel front door and wood sash windows 
are original. There is a two-story frame ell with a narrow porch in the angle. Alterations include 
vinyl siding, which covers the front entrance transom, and asphalt shingle roofing. The listing does 
not include outbuildings (Gibbs and Henderson 1978b, Zeigler 2004). “This late nineteenth 
century cottage has retained all of its original exuberant and exotic detail – decoration that defies 
stylistic characterization and attests to the delight at that time in machined architectural ornament. 
It is one of the best examples of its type in the county” (Gibbs and Henderson 1978b:2).  

Two houses included in the Oakland-Freeport Historic District were built in about 1896, one 
north of the railroad tracks and one south. The former is unnamed house Wa-O-41 is a fifth 
dwelling constructed for a teacher at Oakland Academy. Located on Lee Street, the one-story, 
single-pile, frame, saddlebag house has a gable roof covered in sheet metal, a stone pier foundation, 
and a central stucco-covered brick interior chimney. Exterior walls are tar paper. The partial front 
porch has a flat roof supported by milled columns. Both entrances have one-light and wood panel 
doors, and the wood sash windows are original. There is an ell addition in the rear (Zeigler 2004). 

Unnamed house Wa-O-14 on Kelly Street was constructed ca. 1896 to house local railroad 
employees and farm workers and later was converted to a single-family dwelling. It is a two-story, 
frame, central passage house with a gable roof, central interior brick chimney, stone pier 
foundation, and wood sash windows. Recent alterations include brick veneer siding and asphalt 
shingle roofing, and there is a shed addition across the rear (Zeigler 2004).  

Two houses south of the railroad tracks were constructed ca. 1900. Like Wa-O-14, Unnamed 
house Wa-O-15 on Oakland-Smiths Grove Road originally served as a bunkhouse for railroad 
workers. It is a one-story side passage dwelling of frame construction on a stone foundation. The 
gable roof has corrugated metal roofing, the siding is weatherboard, and the full-length front porch 
has a shed roof supported by square posts. The wood sash windows are original, but the chimney 
has been removed and the one-light and wood panel front door was replaced in the 1940s (Zeigler 
2004).  

The W. P. Mansfield, Jr. House (Wa-O-18) in the 100 block of Church Street is associated 
with William Poindexter (Paul?) Mansfield, Jr., whose father built an 1857 central passage 
dwelling on the north side of Oakland (see above). The junior Mansfield (1872-1953) married Bess 
(Green) Mansfield (1880-1950) in 1909 and they did not have children. Along with his parents 
and siblings, they are interred in Smiths Grove Cemetery (Section 3.4.13) (Gorin 2001, 
Higginbotham 2017, www.findagrave.com). Situated on a deep setback, the house is a one-story, 
three-bay, hall and parlor is frame construction on a concrete block foundation. The gable roof is 
covered in sheet metal, and the full-length front porch has a wood plank floor and a shed roof 
supported by seven square posts. There is a ¾-length porch addition along the rear. Alterations 
include removal of the chimneys, aluminum siding, and a recent front door (Zeigler 2004).  

Constructed in 1906 adjacent to the W. P. Mansfield, Jr. House on a deep setback on Church 
Street, unnamed house Wa-O-17 is a one-story, three-bay, gabled-end building of frame con-
struction on a poured concrete foundation. It has a gable roof, weatherboard siding, dental molding, 
and a two-bay, flat-roofed front porch with a poured concrete floor. The front gable bay features a 
projecting bay window. The one-light and wood panel front door and wood sash windows are 
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original. Alterations include asphalt shingle roofing, removal of the chimney, and wrought iron 
porch posts. There is a side rear wing and a roofed porch or addition in the angle of the ell (Zeigler 
2004).  

Jordan House (Wa-O-35) on Rasdall Street was constructed in 1909 for Mr. Jordan [first 
name not indicated], a local businessman in the early 20th century. The one-story, frame, saddle-
bag building has a gable roof with corrugated sheet metal, a stone pier foundation, and interior 
brick chimney. The partial front porch has a shed roof supported by milled columns. The wood 
sash windows are original, and the three-light and wood panel front door is from the 1930s. The 
exterior walls are sided in vinyl (Zeigler 2004).  

Located in the 200 block of Church Street adjacent to Hopper House (see above), Watts House 
(Wa-O-06) was built ca. 1914 on a deep setback with an oval drive. It is a 1.5-story, three-bay, 
frame, central passage home with a complex roof, a cut stone foundation, and an interior brick 
chimney. The two-bay front porch that wraps one corner has a flat roof. The protruding right bay 
of the Victorian dwelling has a separate hipped roof. There is a side rear wing. The wood sash 
windows are original, but the entrance doors and fluted porch columns were replaced in the 1990s. 
Other alterations are asphalt shingle roofing and vinyl siding (Zeigler 2004). 

Rector House (Wa-O-10) in the 400 block of Church Street was built ca. 1920. The 1.5-story, 
two-bay, double-pile, frame bungalow has a gable roof, a concrete block foundation, and a brick 
exterior chimney. The left-bay front porch has a gable roof supported by two square columns. 
There is a gable dormer above the right bay, and the wide gable-end eaves have brackets. The 
wood sash windows are original. Alterations include asphalt shingle roofing, vinyl siding, and an 
enclosed porch railing (Zeigler 2004).  

Adjacent to Rector House, Mansfield House (Wa-O-09) was constructed ca. 1921 and 
originally was owned by W. P. Mansfield, Jr., who also resided in the ca. 1900 W. P. Mansfield, 
Jr. House several blocks north on Church Street (see above). Mansfield House is a one-story, two-
bay, double-pile, frame bungalow with a hipped roof, a poured concrete foundation, and brick side 
and interior chimneys. The one-bay front porch has a flat roof supported by two square columns. 
Alterations include asphalt shingle roofing, vinyl siding, replacement wood sash windows, and 
removal of an enclosed porch railing (Zeigler 2004).  

Unnamed house Wa-O-55 on Grimes Lane was constructed in 1922, possibly by the Booker 
family. It is a 1.5-story, frame, T-plan bungalow with a gable roof, a poured concrete foundation, 
and an interior brick chimney. The full-length front porch has tapered wood posts on brick 
pedestals and an enclosed railing. Alterations include asphalt shingle roofing, vinyl siding, a rear 
wing addition, and replacement windows and front door (Zeigler 2004).  

Finally, situated on a deep setback adjacent to the W. P. Mansfield, Jr. House (see above) on 
Church Street, Greathouse Place (Wa-O-52) is a one-story, frame ranch constructed ca. 1941 
(Zeigler 2004). It has a gable roof covered in asphalt shingles. The five-bay main block is brick 
veneer and has gabled-end projections in the lateral bays, one of which is the garage, and an 
unroofed front porch between the projections. There is a brick chimney adjacent to the front 
entrance in the central bay. A one-bay addition extends to the side from the left gabled bay; the 
exterior walls are siding.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 281 

In summary, there are some patterns among the 34 residential resources in the Oakland-
Freeport cluster. Generally speaking, most of the houses are small in size, one-story, frame con-
struction, on pier foundations, and with partial to full-length front porches and limited decorative 
elements. The most common plans are central passage, hall and parlor, and gabled-ell (15% each) 
and saddlebag and T-plan (12% each). The remaining 20% are bungalow, side passage, 
Cumberland, two-pen, shotgun, and ranch, and about 11% have unspecified plans. Stylistically, 
67.5% are unspecified vernacular, 17.5% are Victorian, 6% each are Greek Revival and Gothic 
Revival, and 3% is Federal.  

The next Warren County cluster of listed residential resources is along the US 31W corridor. 
Six of the nine properties, along with the Dr. William Ford House in Edmonson County just past 
the Warren County (see above), are very similar in plan (single-pile central passage), style (Greek 
Revival), and building material (brick): Samuel Murrel, Moses Shobe, Garnett Bryant, Andrew 
James Wardlaw, III Thomas Allen, and Carter Allen houses.  

Of the nine residential resources in the US 31W cluster, the oldest listed properties are the 
Jesse Middleton House and the John Jackson Ford House, each built in the first quarter of the 19th 
century, and the Susannah Henry Madison Log House, constructed ca. 1818. The Jesse Middleton 
House (Wa-7) is located on US 31W northeast of Bowling Green and northwest of Oakland. Listed 
in 1979 for its architecture, the building is a two-story, three-bay, Federal style, hall and parlor 
plan. The brick building is common (American) bond with a corbelled cornice and wooden lintels 
over the openings. There are two lower-level doors and one second-story door, and the three 
window openings are different sizes on the front façade. The central interior brick chimney is 
unusual for brick structures of this period in the region. Another unique feature is the two-story 
gallery or porch extending between the doors on the front façade, which is atypical of pre-Greek 
Revival architecture. The interior features an enclosed corner staircase with beaded vertical boards, 
beaded window surrounds, corner blocks, and simple moldings. A two-story frame ell with a one-
story porch was added to the building at an unknown date. The listing does not include outbuildings 
(Gibbs and Henderson 1978f).  

At the time of listing the Jesse Middle House had a metal roof and was in poor condition inside 
and out, but it was not assessed as threatened (Gibbs and Henderson 1978f). Recent online 
photographs illustrate that the building has been refurbished and is occupied. It was repainted 
white, the unhewn porch posts have been replaced with square posts, the front doors are new, and 
a composite shingle roof covers the house, ell, and porches (Page 2010f). 

The Jesse Middleton House was constructed ca. 1800-1825 and served as a residence and 
reportedly as a stagecoach stop on what then would have been the L&N Turnpike (Section 3.4.20). 
Construction is attributed to the Middleton family (Gibbs and Henderson 1978f), though, if the 
estimated construction date is correct, it is unlikely that Jesse Rice Middleton built the house given 
he was born in 1829. Perhaps the house was built by his parents Daniel (1804-1885) and Ann 
(Rice) (1810-1890) Middleton (Ancestry.com), if indeed it was constructed for the Middleton 
family. It seems more likely the house was constructed for Edmund G. Hall, and Jesse Middleton 
was a later owner.  

According to the Kentucky Heritage Council (1978f), in 1846 William B. Smith purchased the 
house from Edmund Hall. Edmund G. Hall (born ca. 1785) was the son of Judge John and Grizelle 
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(Coffee) Hall, a prominent family of what would become Barren County. He was a lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army serving with a volunteer company in Wabash County after the 1811 Battle of 
Tippecanoe. Edmund married Nancy Burnam (1800-1865), daughter of John and Mary (Fort) 
Burnam of Bristow, in 1822, which falls in the timeframe when the house likely was constructed. 
In 1830 Edmund Hall of Smiths Grove was recorded as donating $30 to become a life member of 
the Valley of the Mississippi fund for Sunday schools, so he was in the vicinity at that time. 
Edmund died in 1838 (Jorgensen 2001, No Author 1830), so William B. Smith would have 
purchased the house from Edmund’s widow or his estate in 1846.  

Two of William B. Smith’s [unnamed] sons were ministers in the First Presbyterian Church in 
Bowling Green (Gibbs and Henderson 1978f). A minister at the same church in 1840-1841 was 
Samuel Shepherd Templeton (1812-1850), who had a daughter named Alice Olivia (Templeton) 
Smith (1840-1926). In 1863 the widow Alice Olivia (Templeton) Smith married Jesse Rice 
Middleton (Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 2009, MyHeritage.com). Perhaps Alice Olivia 
Templeton met and married one of William B. Smith’s sons through the church, moved into the 
house on US 31W, was widowed, and was residing in the house at the time of her second marriage 
to Jesse Middleton. 

A very unique building that was listed in 1979 for its significant architecture and state of 
preservation is the John Jackson Ford House (Wa-2) located northwest of Smiths Grove and 
south of US 31W. Dating to the first quarter of the 19th century, the main block of this Federal 
dwelling is a 1.5-story, four-bay, double-pile hall and parlor plan on a cut limestone foundation. 
Three elevations of the brick building are common (American) bond, with Flemish bond on the 
south façade (the original front of the building), in the basement, and in the four external end 
chimneys, which are double stepped near the north elevation and triple stepped near the south. 
Brickwork features are two-course molded cyma-curve cornices, flat arches of vertical headers 
above most openings, and segmental arches above the basement door and above basement 
windows on at least two elevations. The interior open-corner staircase, mantles, and chair rails are 
original, as are several nine-over-nine windows. A wooden cornice was added to the main block 
at the time a Greek Revival frame ell was constructed off the south façade. The ell has a recessed 
door, a limestone foundation, basement windows, and a partially exterior brick chimney. There are 
two porches in the angle of the ell, the one along the main block erected on a limestone foundation. 
Modifications to the building include replacement exterior doors and windows. The listing does 
not include outbuildings. The main block was constructed for John Jackson Ford (birth/death dates 
unknown), son of a Revolutionary War veteran, who added the ell for his second (unnamed) wife. 
The house passed to his son, John William Ford. At the time of listing, the house was abandoned 
and threatened (Gibbs and Henderson 1978d). Sadly, a recent online post and photograph indicate 
that the house no longer exists (Page 2010e).  

A short distance north of the Jesse Middleton House is the Susannah Henry Madison Log 
House that, along with the adjacent Samuel Murrell House and Inn, were listed in the National 
Register in 1976 for their significant architecture. The log house also is significant for Madison’s 
relationships in politics and government (Section 3.4.7). The property has a stone walkway, water 
pump, and remnants of a stone foundation, possibly from a smokehouse, but no outbuildings, sites, 
or structures are included in the listing (Sumter 1973). A Kentucky Historical Landmark roadside 
marker (#1573) commemorates both buildings and former occupants.  
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Susannah (Henry) Madison, the youngest sister of patriot Patrick Henry, likely resided in the 
heavy timber structure for about 13 years when she owned the property until her death in 1831. 
Constructed in ca. 1818 when the widow arrived in Kentucky, the 1.5-story saddlebag plan features 
two pens separated by a stone and brick chimney that opens into both rooms. The logs were 
assembled using V-notching. Each pen has a single opening on the front façade, a central door with 
plain framing. The east pen has tongue-in-groove paneling on the walls and ceiling, likely dating 
to ca. 1900, and a detached mantel of Greek Revival style probably came from the adjacent, later 
brick house. A full-length open shed addition was constructed along the rear of the house at an 
unknown time. Both blocks have metal roofing, the installation of which resulted in removal of 
the upper brick courses of the chimney. The building is in poor condition and has been used to 
house livestock and store equipment for some time (Sumter 1973).  

Samuel Murrell2 (1792-1890), son of George and Sarah (Blain) Murrell and grandson of Col. 
Samuel Murrell of Glasgow, purchased the property from Patrick Henry Madison in 1837, six 
years after his mother’s death. An elected official in local and state government and veteran of the 
War of 1812, Murrell constructed the Samuel Murrell House and Inn in 1841 and operated a 
successful stagecoach stop on the L&N Turnpike (Section 3.4.20) with his wife Elizabeth Reid 
(Sterrett) Murrell. In 1883, Henry Julius Cowles, one of the wealthiest landowners in the county 
at the time, purchased the property. When Samuel Murrell died at age 98 in the Bowling Green 
home of his grandson, Samuel Young, he was the oldest Mason in Kentucky. He was interred in 
Mizpah Cemetery on the former Captain Nathaniel Lucas land grant (Murrell 2016, Sumter 1973, 
www.findagrave.com).  

The Samuel Murrell House and Inn, like a number of other historic houses along US 31W, has 
a two-story, brick, Federal style, central passage plan main block with two partly exterior end 
chimneys. However, this house features six bays and a low hipped roof, now covered with metal 
sheeting. Constructed for its namesake in 1841 on a cut limestone foundation, the front of the main 
block is Flemish bond and the other sides are common (American) bond. The central front door 
has sidelights and a transom, and the rear has two doors near the gable ends. The brick rear ell has 
two blocks, a two-story single pile block and a one-story single pile block. Both have interior 
gable-end chimneys and doors on both sides. There is a full porch within one angle of the ell and 
a ¾ porch within the other angle. The windows of the main and two-story ell blocks have horizontal 
stone lintels with end blocks of concentric circles, while the one-story ell block has arched lintels 
over all fenestrations and transoms over the doors. Modifications to the house include Victorian 
single-mullioned sash windows and a one-story Carpenter’s Baroque porch on the front façade. The 
interior of the Samuel Murrell House and Inn retains many original elements, including walnut 
woodwork and poplar plank flooring, 18-inch baseboards, pinned rafters, door frames with deep 
vertical paneling and concentric circle corner blocks, and fluted Ionic pilasters around the front 
door, the latter in vernacular Greek Revival style (Sumter 1973). 

 
2 Samuel Murrell is listed as and his signature reads Samuel Murrel, Jr. on his 1825 Warren County marriage license 
(Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 1825). 

North of the John Jackson Ford House on the south side of US 31W near the Warren-Edmonson 
County line is the Moses Shobe House (Wa-5). It was listed in 1979 as a clear and well-preserved 
example of a common style of architecture in the region. Moses Shobe (1806-1879) was born in 
Virginia [now West Virginia] and came to Kentucky ca. 1817 with his father, Revolutionary War 

https://www.findagrave.com/


MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 284 

veteran Jacob Shobe (1781-1827), and mother Clory/Clorey/Clary (Stookey) Shobe (1783-1857). 
Moses Shobe married Martha (Dunn) Shobe (1813-1875) and they had at least three children: 
Lewis Dunn Shobe (1833-1911), Amanda (Shobe) Middleton (1834-1916), and Ann S. (Shobe) 
Mansfield (see W. P. Mansfield House above). Moses Shobe was the uncle of Eugene Absalom 
Shobe, who constructed a now-listed home in nearby Oakland (see above). Moses and Martha 
(Dunn) Shobe, as well as Moses’ parents and other family members, are interred in Smiths Grove 
Cemetery (Section 3.4.13) (Gibbs and Henderson 1978g, www.findagrave.com, Zeigler 2004). 

Moses Shobe constructed the building in ca. 1850. The five-bay house sits on a cut limestone 
foundation and is running bond on the front façade and common (American) bond on the sides. It 
features two partially exterior end chimneys, a transom and sidelights around the front door, 
wooden lintels with bulls-eye corner blocks above fenestrations on the front façade, and stone 
blocks at the ends of the cornices, the latter feature also seen at the nearby Garnett Bryant House 
(see below), which was constructed by local builder Suvetus “Veet” Patillo. Patillo reportedly 
learned the bricklaying trade in the Shaker community at South Union in Logan County. The original 
two-story ell has an interior end chimney and a shed addition. The three-bay, one-story front porch 
with Doric columns and dentil molding was added at a later date. The porch foundation and 
columns were replaced between 1979-2010. Roofing on all blocks and the front porch is metal 
sheeting. No outbuildings are included in the National Register listing (BGACVB 2016; Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978a, 1978g; Page 2010g).  

South of the Jesse Middleton House, the property on which the Garnett Bryant House and 
Andrew James Wardlaw, III House were constructed originally was part of a 2,200-acre land 
grant on the L&N Turnpike patented by Captain Nathaniel Lucas (1755-1807) in the late 18th 
century for his service in the Revolutionary War. He constructed a home on part of the property 
(Strode n.d.). Based on the locations of his children’s births (John Milton and Tabitha), Capt. Lucas 
came to Kentucky sometime between 1791 and 1801, though one source reports he arrived around 
1805 (Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 2010b). Capt. Lucas reportedly was buried in the Mizpah 
Cemetery on the property (Strode n.d.), though an inventory of 110 interments in the cemetery 
does not include him or his wife, Sarah “Sallie” (Rivers) Lucas (1755-ca. 1845) but does include 
over 20 other Lucas family members (www.findagrave.com). It is not clear to whom the property 
passed upon Capt. Lucas’s death in 1807, perhaps his widow or one of their three sons who also 
resided in Warren County: Charles Lucas (1784-1868), Robert Wilkes (or Wilkins) Lucas (1786-
1845), and John Milton Lucas (1791-1836). An abstract of Capt. Lucas’s will states that he 
purchased his land from Charles Mitchell (Burns 1936), which contradicts the report that he 
patented a military land grant (Strode n.d.). The will abstract does not clearly indicate who 
inherited the estate, but son Robert W. Lucas was one of the three executors, along with Henry 
Fox and Tarlton Drake (Burns 1936).  

Robert W. Lucas must have assumed ownership of at least part of the land grant by 1818, 
because in that year he sold 600 acres of the property to Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr., who came 
to Kentucky from Virginia in that year (Gibbs and Henderson 1978, Strode n.d.). The original house 
on the remaining Lucas family land burned during the Civil War. Sometime after, Capt. Nathaniel 
Lucas’s grandson, Nathaniel Henry Lucas (1818-1908) and his wife Mary Barton (Maury) Lucas 
(1832-1907) had another house constructed on the Lucas property near the community of 
Sunnyside. Nathaniel Henry and Mary Lucas raised their family of eight-ten children in the home, 
including Virginia C. “Jennie” Lucas (1859-1896), who married James Wilson “Jimmie” Helm 
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(1853-1914) in November 1879 in a double ceremony in Mammoth Cave. After Jennie’s death, 
Helm married her sister, Clara Ester Lucas (1856-1950). One son of James Wilson “Jimmie” and 
Virginia C. “Jennie” (Lucas) Helm was Dr. Joe Bryant Helm, who resided in the listed William H. 
Cooke House in Smiths Grove (see below) in the 20th century. The Lucas family retained the 
property until 1956, when Dr. S. J. Martin purchased the land and house (Manuscripts and Folklife 
Archives 2010b, Niedermeier 2017). (The house is described later in this section with other 
residential resources not listed in the National Register.) Many members of the Nathaniel Henry 
and Mary Lucas family are buried in the Smiths Grove Cemetery (a.k.a., Odd Fellows Cemetery) 
(www.findagrave.com).  

Born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr. (1764-1841) married 
Margaret (Fulton) Wardlaw (1764-1836) in Virginia (www.findagrave.com). Andrew James 
Wardlaw, Sr. constructed a home on the 600-acre property purchased from Robert W. Lucas in or 
around 1818 and brought Margaret and their three children from Virginia to live there (Strode 
n.d.). Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr. was one of the individuals who organized the First Presbyterian 
Church in Bowling Green (Gibbs and Henderson 1978a). 

In 1831, Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr. sold 326 acres 
of his 600-acre farm to his son Andrew James Wardlaw, 
Jr., an abolitionist who lived on the property until 1842, 
when he moved to Illinois over concerns about slavery. 
Andrew James Wardlaw, Jr. sold his tract to Garrett 
Bryant, who constructed an extant brick house on the 
property (Gibbs and Henderson 1978a). After his death 
in 1841, it is likely that Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr.’s 
remaining 274-acre farm passed to his son, John. John 
Fulton Wardlaw married Mary (Caldwell) Wardlaw 
(1807-1877) on an unknown date (findagrave.com). Like 
his father, John served as an elder in the First Presbyter- 
ian Church. In 1853 John constructed the Mizpah Presbyterian Church (Figure 27) on his farm, 
and in 1856 he built the Mizpah School (Gibbs and Henderson 1978a). John F. Wardlaw died soon 
after, as his will was dated or probated in February 1857 (Manuscripts and Folklife Archives 
2010c). 

Figure 27. Undated Photograph of the Mizpah 
Presbyterian Church (Landmark Association n.d.). 

The Wardlaw property likely passed to John’s nephew Andrew James Wardlaw, III (1837-
1916). During the Civil War, a regiment of Union troops from Indiana camped on the farm for 
several days. The Wardlaw family cared for an injured soldier, Benjamin Starr, who became a 
lifelong friend of Andrew James Wardlaw, III’s son. In 1868, the original Andrew James Wardlaw, 
Sr. home was destroyed by fire. The following year, Andrew James Wardlaw, III constructed an 
extant brick house very close to the location of the earlier home. The house and property remained 
in the Wardlaw family until 1956, when it was sold at auction. Frank Emit Strode owned the 
property until 1996, when his son Wendell Strode purchased the brick house and 55 acres. Wendell 
and his wife Jan Strode operate a bed-and-breakfast called 1869 Home-stead in the historic home 
and in a former slave dwelling (Strode n.d.).  

 Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr., his wife Margaret (Fulton) Wardlaw, his daughter-in-law Mary 
(Caldwell) Wardlaw, his grandsons Andrew James Wardlaw, III and John C. Wardlaw, and other 
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family members are buried in the Wardlaw Family Cemetery (a.k.a., Wardlaw Estate Cemetery) 
on the former Wardlaw property. The Wardlaw Slave Cemetery and the Mizpah Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery also are located on the property that now is part of the 1869 Homestead 
(www.findagrave.com, Strode n.d.). 

Listed in 1979 under Criteria B and C, the Garnett Bryant House (a.k.a., Glenn Place, Wa-16) 
is located northeast of Bowling Green, west of Oakland, and south of US 31W. The building is 
another significant example of Antebellum Greek Revival architecture south of the park. It also is 
a significant resource related to local history. The house was erected on a 326-ac tract that was part 
of the 600-acre Andrew James Wardlaw, Sr. estate. Garnett Bryant purchased the tract from 
Andrew James Wardlaw, Jr. in 1842 and commissioned Suvetus “Veet” Patillo to build the 
dwelling. The brick used to construct the house was fired on-site. Bryant died in 1846 prior to 
completion of the dwelling, and his widow finished it in an unspecified year (Gibbs and Henderson 
1978a). In April 1857, Sallie C. Bryant remarried Henry Grider, Jr. (1796-1866), who was widowed 
in 1850, and the couple resided in the home. Grider served in the War of 1812, was a local attorney, 
and was elected to multiple terms in the state and federal legislatures between 1827 and his death 
in 1866. The Grider family played prominent roles in 19th century Warren County and Bowling 
Green history (Clemens 1916, Secrist 2013).  

Architecturally, the Garnett Bryant House is a notable example of a type and style that is 
common in the area. It is a two-story, five-bay central passage plan with two partly exterior end 
chimneys. The front of the main block is running bond and the sides are common (American) 
bond. Notable features include stone blocks at the ends of cornices, wooden lintels above the front 
door and windows, and bullseye corner blocks at the ends of the window lintels on the second 
story. There are indications of an original brick portico on the front façade. The one-story brick ell 
is original. Late 20th century modifications include a substantial portico and an asphalt shingle 
roof. The listing does not include outbuildings (Gibbs and Henderson 1978a).  

The Andrew James Wardlaw, III House (Wa-11), located a short distance north of the 
Garnett Bryant House, was listed in 1979 for its significant architecture. The Postbellum Greek 
Revival central passage dwelling was built for Wardlaw in 1869, after the original Wardlaw family 
home burned in 1868. The main block is two stories with five bays and partially exterior brick end 
chimneys. The front façade is running bond brick, and the sides are common (American) bond. 
The front door has a transom and side lights. The original two-story, four-bay ell has a partially 
exterior brick end chimney. A noteworthy feature of both blocks is stone lintels and sills encasing 
the fenestrations, with the main entry lintel bearing the date of construction (Gibbs and Henderson 
1978h). The interior features interior walls that are three bricks thick, 11-foot ceilings, six 
fireplaces, a circular cantilever staircase of walnut, and original poplar flooring (Strode n.d.). The 
Register listing indicated there are no significant outbuildings (Gibbs and Henderson 1978h), 
though there are slave quarters associated with the house. The house has a metal roof and recently 
was renovated by the current owners, Jan and Wendell Strode, who operate the property as the 
1869 Homestead bed-and-breakfast (Strode n.d.).  

The Garnett Bryant House (Glenn Place) and the Andrew James Wardlaw III House are within 
the area of potential effect of the Kentucky TriModal Transpark, an industrial park that has been 
under development since 2003. There were potential adverse impacts (anticipated indirect land use 
change) to the two listed properties by the construction of a new four-lane highway connector 
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between the transpark and I-65, but the project was approved and recently was completed. The 
Intermodal Transportation Authority, which administers the transpark, agreed to protection in 
place for the properties for the connector project and for future Phase II development of the 
transpark (Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 2009, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
2011).  

Listed in 1979 under Criterion C, the Thomas Allen House and the Carter Allen House 
outside Oakland along US 31W are significant examples of late Greek Revival architecture south 
of the park. Neither listing includes outbuildings. Local builder and brick mason Harrison Barner 
constructed the similar but not identical houses in the late 19th century for his brothers-in-law. 
Barner, who married Catherine Allen, built or assisted in the construction of other important 
buildings in/near Bowling Green, such as the Warren County Courthouse and Potter’s Opera 
House (Kentucky Heritage Council 1979a).  

Constructed in about the 1860s, the Thomas Allen House (Wa-4) is a two-story, five-bay, 
central passage brick house with an original two-story brick ell addition. The main block has 
Flemish bond on the front façade and common (American) bond on the sides. It has two partly 
exterior brick end chimneys and the ell has an interior end brick chimney. Architectural elements 
include wooden lintel and sill openings with square bullseye corners and rectilinear doors with 
transoms and side-lights. Wooden porches with gingerbread embellishments were added later in 
the angle of the ell and off one side of the house. The interior woodwork is original. Thomas Allen 
(b. 1819) left the house to his children and it remained in the family until 1939 (Kentucky Heritage 
Council 1979b).  

Constructed in about the 1870s, the Carter Allen House (Wa-3) is a two-story, five-bay, central 
passage, Flemish bond brick house with an original two-story brick ell addition. The main block 
has two partly exterior brick end chimneys and the ell has an interior central brick chimney. 
Architectural elements include segmented headed (brick jack arch) openings and doors with 
rectilinear transoms and sidelights. Original interior wood moldings are intact. Carter Allen (b. 
1833) died without heirs and left the house to his nephew, Harry Barner. Abandoned and in fair 
condition at the time of listing, the Carter Allen House was judged as endangered (Kentucky 
Heritage Council 1979a). Its current condition is not known, but a recent online post suggests the 
house is occupied (Page 2010a). 

There are two listed residential resources in the Smiths Grove cluster. Constructed in the mid 
19th century, the oldest is the J. L. Wright House (Wa-39), listed in 1979 for its unusual 
architecture. Unlike other two-story, five-bay, brick Greek Revival houses in the US 31W cluster 
(see above), this building is T-plan rather than central passage. The left two bays project forward 
relative to the right three bays. The house has two partially exterior brick end chimneys and a 
hipped roof. Fenestrations have stone lintels and sills. The front façade features first- and second-
story central doorways with square transoms and sidelights, as well as a three-bay, two-story porch 
that is enclosed on the upper floor. The brickwork is running bond on the front façade and common 
(American) bond on the sides. At the time of listing there were decorative brackets under the eaves, 
which now are gone. A two-story frame ell was added at an unknown time. The listing does not 
include outbuildings. The house recently is used as an antiques shop and is part of the Smiths 
Grove Walking Tour (Gibbs and Henderson 1978i, Page 2010i).  
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The Wright family from South Carolina, including George W. (1767-1856) and Susanna 
“Susie” (Ragsdale) Wright (1760/1770-1850) and sons Jacob (1789/1790-1860/1870) and William 
(1794-1845), settled in the Smiths Grove area by 1805. George W. Wright reportedly served for 
16 years in the Kentucky State Senate and one year in the U.S. Congress. William Wright married 
Mary “Polly” LaRue (Lair) Wright (1799-1872) in 1817 in Barren County, and they had 11 
children between 1818-1843. Their son Joseph Lair “J. L.” Wright was born in 1832, about the 
time that William Wright constructed a fine home at the intersection of Highway 68 and Smiths 
Grove Road, described below (BGACVB 2016, Brown 2009).  

In 1855 J. L. Wright married Abigail “Abby” L. (Gee) Wright (1838-1866), and in 1868 he 
married Nannie A. (Roundtree) Wright (1850-1919) in Sumner County, Tennessee. He and his 
wives had at least 15 children, including sons James, Alwin/Alwyn E. Wright (1857-1885), Charles 
Lester Wright (1862-1904), Joseph Edgar, Hugh Vernon, Frank H., Evan McKenzie, and Donald 
Bruce and daughters Maria Antoinette (Wright) Maxey (1859-1888), Laura E., Vena E., Nannie 
B., Etta (Wright) Wilcoxson (1876-1962), May, and Sarah Marshall. J. L. Wright was a farmer, 
merchant, and judge in Smiths Grove. A member of the International Order of Odd Fellows, he 
reportedly founded and served as steward of the Odd Fellows Cemetery in Smiths Grove (Section 
3.4.13). A Civil War veteran, J. L. Wright enlisted as a private in Company F of the Kentucky 9th 
Infantry Regiment in November 1861. J. L. Wright was a member of the Share-holders Association 
of Smith’s Grove College, incorporated by state law in March 1878 (Section 3.4.5), and he served 
as deputy county clerk in Smiths Grove. J. L. Wright died in 1913 and, along with many members 
of the Wright family, was interred in the Smiths Grove (a.k.a., Odd Fellows) Cemetery (Brown 
2009; Hardecastle 1938; Kentucky General Assembly 1878; No Author 2014, 2016; Polk and 
Weeks 1882). 

Figure 28. Undated Historic Photograph of the 
William H. Cooke House (WKU Special 
Collections). 

Constructed in 1885, the William H. Cooke House 
(a.k.a., Helm/Rasdall House, Wa-37) was listed in 1979 for 
its significant architecture as part of the Smiths Grove 
Historic District. Located on Main Street near the city 
square behind Cooke’s commercial building (Section 3.4.3), 
“the central location and generous siting of the house give 
it a manorial character in terms of its relationship with the 
surrounding town,” and its setting “illustrates the 
sometimes dramatic juxtaposition of commercial and 
residential structures in small Kentucky towns” (Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978j:1). Like the aforementioned J. L. Wright 
House, the William H. Cooke house is a brick T-plan, but 
it is a 2.5-story, three-bay Victorian style with a pyramidal roof and modifications to the floor plan, 
such as two front gables with windows and a 2.5-story, semi-octagonal bay projecting from the 
right gable end (Figure 28). The house features a cut limestone foundation, common (American) 
bond brickwork, interior brick chimneys, stone lintels and sills, a brick and stone arch over the two 
upper windows of the left two bays, and a recessed front entrance. The original front porch, which 
spans the full front façade and wraps around to the projecting bay, has a hipped roof supported by 
square columns, spandrel trim, and decorative railings; wood trim bracketing the porch entryway 
is now gone. Both the exterior and interior are well preserved and in excellent condition. The 
7,000-sq ft dwelling has 12 ft ceilings and brick interior walls, as well as original heart pine 
flooring and carpet, crystal chandeliers, carved wood split staircase, and wood trim. Alterations 
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include asphalt shingle roofing and a wrought-iron fence enclosing the property. The house likely 
was constructed by George Wilcoxin, a local builder to whom several unlisted historic homes in 
Smiths Grove are attributed (see below). No outbuildings are included in the listing (Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978j, Roney 2018, VisitBowlingGreenKY 2009). 

Born in 1849 in Edmonson County, William H. Cooke was the great-nephew of Peyton Cooke 
(Gibbs and Henderson 1978j), whose listed historic home is in nearby Oakland (see above). He 
first married Estelle L. (Rizer) Cooke (1854-1888), who was born in Logan County. They had at 
least three children: Annie Belle Cooke (1871-1873), Myrtle (Cooke) Benton (1874-1910), and 
Mattie L. (Cooke) Porter (1876-1960). There is no record that William H. Cooke had children with 
his second wife, Mary (Reed) Cooke (1859-1925), who was born in Davidson County, Tennessee. 
William H. Cooke was a successful businessman in Smiths Grove in the late 19th to early 20th 
centuries (Section 3.4.3). Cooke died in 1911 and he, his wives, and two youngest children are 
interred in Smiths Grove Cemetery (Section 3.4.13) (www.findagrave.com).  

The William T. Cooke House passed out of the Cooke family to Richard Edgar and Mabel 
(Kirby) Beard, who operated an antique shop in the building. The subsequent owners, Dr. Joe 
Bryant and Virginia Stockton (Beck) Helm and Maxey B. “Tad” Harlin, III, used the house as a 
residence in the 20th century. Dr. J. B. Helm was a prominent local physician, renowned horse 
breeder, and active member in Smiths Grove government. His maternal grandparents, Nathaniel 
Henry and Mary Barton (Maury) Lucas, resided in a non-listed historic home in nearby Sunny-
side (see below). Max Harlin was an attorney, U.S. magistrate judge, and U.S. administrative law 
judge who was actively involved in local civic and professional organizations, as well as a deacon 
of Smiths Grove Presbyterian Church (Section 3.4.17). The current owners, Steve and Kathy 
Roney, operate the Victorian House Bed and Breakfast in the William T. Cooke House (Gibbs and 
Henderson 1978j, Higginbotham 2017, www.findagrave.com, Roney 2018). 

The final listed residential resource in Warren County is the James Hays House (a.k.a., Hays 
House, Wa-54), a decorated cottage in Hays. Listed in 1979 for its significance to local archi-
tecture and community, the one-story frame building is a modified T-plan with three central 
ridgeline chimneys, one dormer, and two porches. Constructed in the 1880s-1890s, the house’s 
elaborate wooden [Victorian] decorations, including gable trim and shingles, spindle work, and 
window lintels, are intact. There are no significant outbuildings included in the listing. The 
community significance is the key position of the structure in the town that was named after the 
home’s builder, James Hays, a local merchant (Gibbs and Henderson 1978e).  

James William Hays (1853-1929) was the son of Robert Jackson and Elizabeth Ann (Garman) 
Hays and spouse of Harriet Isabella “Bella” (Jordan) Hays (1854-1935). They had at least eight 
children Edgar O. Hays, Omer Lee Hays, Myrtle Ellen (Hays) Bryant, Frank Hays, Virginia (Hays) 
Richeson, Mae (Hays) Mochow, an unnamed infant daughter, and Beula (Hays) Bishop between 
1870 and 1899. His siblings were Mary Jane Hays, Susan Ellen (Hays) Prout, Virginia Lee Hays, 
and Laura Haffa (Hays) Hudson. Bella was the daughter of William M. and Lydia (Goodman) 
Jordan. James and Bella Hays are interred in the Hays Cemetery in Hays (Eisenberg 2013).  

  

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Other Significant Residential Resources 

Turning now to residential resources that are not listed in the National Register but are 
significant or potentially significant based on archival evidence and key informant interviews, an 
additional 13 standing houses in Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties and 22 residential 
archeological sites within the park boundaries in Edmonson and Hart counties are noted.  

In Barren County, the Ransom Cockrell and Mary F. (Murphy) Hazelip Home is located 
in Cave City. Hazelip constructed the house and married Mary F. Murphy of Barren County in 
1885. Ransom C. Hazelip (1838-1898), son of a founding family (Merry and Jane Wesley Hazelip) 
in the area, was considered “one of the leading and most active business men” by his 
contemporaries. Raised on family farms near Brownsville. In 1857 (age 19) he worked at grading 
the bed for the L&N Railroad (Section 3.4.20). He attended Camden Seminary in Hiseville, eastern 
Hart County, and he held several elected offices in Edmonson County. Hazelip served during the 
Civil War and operated several general stores and a bank in the area in the 1860s-70s. He and 
brother William owned 7,000-8,000 acres in Edmonson, Warren, and Barren counties (Battle et 
al. 1885). Hazelip went with Col Larkin J. Proctor, Mammoth Cave lessee, to Philadelphia in 1876, 
carrying the Grand Avenue mummy, cave formations, cave biota, coal, and iron specimens “to 
attract the attention of capitalists to the great mineral resources of Kentucky” (No Author 1876). 
The location and status of the house are not known. 

In Edmonson County, the Dr. Woods House in Brownsville is best known not for its namesake 
but for other occupants. Aldon Austin and Ellen (Dossey) Demunbrun resided in the house in the 
early 20th century, during which time he co-operated the Brick Store. A.A. and Ellen’s son Truman 
H. Demunbrun attended school in Brownsville and Maple Springs, later becoming a teacher, a 
high school principal at Graham, a deputy sheriff, and a lawyer who served as county attorney for 
34 years. In contrast with his father’s role as chairman of the committee commissioned to create 
Mammoth Cave National Park, Truman litigated cases related to the park’s creation (Morrow 
2002, Whetstone 2002). The age, builder, type, and location of the house are not known. [Is it the 
Dossey-Reed House?] 

Another residential resource in Brownsville is House on Lock 6. The two-story house is 
depicted in a drawing by Lisa Wells in the Edmonson County High School (1981) Historical 
Calendar, indicating that the student considered the house to be or was told by other people that 
the house is an important cultural resource. The location and status of the house are not known; 
there is no house marked on the quad in the immediate vicinity of the lock, but there are several 
along State Routh 183 along the north side of the river leading to the lock and dam. According to 
Rickard Olson (personal communication 2020), the house appears in early aerial photographs on 
the floodplain. 

At Kyrock, the Superintendent’s House (a.k.a., Carmichael House) is significant because it 
is the only extant standing building associated with Kyrock company/community. Also important 
are the former Old Company Houses at Kyrock. A line of small company houses is depicted in 
a drawing by Billy Duvall in the Edmonson County High School (1981) Historical Calendar, 
indicating that the student considered the old company houses to be or was told by other people 
that they are an important cultural resource. The houses are no longer standing but archeological 
traces remain (LeSieur 2013). The Log Guest House at Kyrock was a two-story log structure 
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with porches and ell addition. It is depicted in a drawing by Dwayne Vincent in the Edmonson 
County High School (1981) Historical Calendar, indicating that the student considered the 
structure to be or was told by other people that the structure is an important cultural resource. The 
structure is no longer standing but archeological traces likely exist. 

The additional residential resources of import in Hart County are in Munfordville, Bonnieville, 
and Horse Cave. The three houses in the county seat are part of the Old Munfordville Walking Tour. 
The Thomas Bolin Munford House is a two-story Federal style weatherboard-faced log structure 
built circa 1823 by Thomas Bolin Munford, the brother of the founder of Munfordville, Richard 
Jones Munford. Locals believe the Robert Munford House was built as a prototype for the Richard 
Munford House (see above) as the structures are similar. It faces the old buffalo trail, later known as 
Amos Ferry Road. The Elijah Creel Cabin is a two-story, double-pen structure made of poplar logs, 
with a full basement and end chimneys (one of which remains). It is considered one of the oldest 
structures in Munfordville. The first Hart County Circuit Court was held here in 1819-1821. During 
the September 1819 Circuit Court term, the first slave to be emancipated in Munfordville gained his 
freedom when Hanse Harper appeared before the court with letters of emancipation for “one Negro 
man” referred to as “Frank” (City of Munfordville n.d.). 

In Bonnieville, the Jameson House is located on the former L&N Turnpike and Highway 31W 
on the north side of Bacon Creek. It probably was the home of Kendrick (Kindred) Jameson (1807-
1899), who resided on Bacon Creek at Bonnieville by 1849 and served as judge between 1854-
1862. There he expanded his original 65-acre farm to 600 acres. He lost the property during the 
Civil War, and the house was used as a hospital during the conflict (Section 3.4.10). The house 
was dismantled in 1973, but a place called the “historic Jameson House site” is maintained by the 
Carman sisters and leased to the public for community events (Bacon Creek Historical Society 
n.d.a, n.d.b; Jameson n.d.). 

There are six residential resources on Smith and West Main Streets in Horse Cave that were 
identified as significant in the 2004 Horse Cave Local Historic District Designation Report 
(Logsdon 2004) but not included in the National Register historic district (Logsdon 2001). An 
example is Unnamed House Ht-99 is the only early 20th century dwelling remaining on the west 
side of the 100-block of Smith Street, the other four having been demolished or destroyed 
sometime after 2004, though archeological traces may exist. Constructed in the early 1900s, this 
one-story, five-bay, frame, Folk Victorian residence (Logsdon 2004) appears to be T-plan on a 
poured concrete foundation. The right two bays of the front façade project and the three left bays 
are fronted by a poured concrete porch supported by two square posts on wood panel pedestals. 
There is at least one brick interior chimney. The front entrance in the central bay has a square 
transom, as does the side entrance in a projecting bay on the right. The four-over-four double-hung 
windows are topped by decorative wood cornice heads (Google Maps).  

In Warren County, the Nathaniel Henry and Mary Barton Lucas House near Sunnyside is a 
significant cultural resource owing to its association with the Lucas family and its architecture. The 
Lucas family was one of the earliest to settle on the sinkhole plain along the L&N Turnpike in 
Warren County. As noted above, Revolutionary War veteran Capt. Nathaniel Lucas and Sarah 
“Sallie” (Rivers) Lucas settled here around the turn of the 19th century and many generations of 
their descendants resided in the county. Their grandson Nathaniel Henry Lucas and his wife Mary 
Barton (Maury) Lucas constructed their house on a portion of the original Lucas property 
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sometime after the original Lucas home burned during the Civil War and before the house was 
rendered by an English visitor in an 1883 sketch (Figure 29) (Niedermeier 2017).  

Figure 29. 1883 Sketch and Circa 1880s Photograph of the Nathaniel Henry and Mary Barton Lucas House near Sunnyside (Manu-
scripts and Folklife Archives 2010b). Family members are (L-R) James Henry, Nathaniel Henry, N. Lee, Clyde, Virginia C., 
Mary Barton, Clara Ester, Mattie, and Joseph B. Lucas.  

   
Nathaniel Henry Lucas (1818-1908) was born on the Lucas homestead and lived in the vicinity 

his entire life. Like other members of his family, he was a member of the Mt. Olivet Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. Characterized as “one of the county’s oldest, most substantial and best loved 
citizens,” Nathaniel Henry Lucas was a prosperous farmer who “amassed a goodly share of this 
world’s goods, but used much of his means in administering to suffering humanity and aiding in 
every public enterprise that was for the general weal” (Park City Daily News 1908).  

The main block of the Nathaniel Henry and Mary Barton Lucas House is a two-story, five-bay 
weatherboard-covered building, likely frame construction and possibly with a single-pile central 
passage plan (Figure 29). There are two partially or fully exterior stepped end chimneys. The front 
door has a transom and side lights, and eight of the nine windows on the front façade are flanked 
by wooden shutters. A two-story porch spans the central three bays and features decorative railings 
on the second floor. The original roof appears to be shake shingle. The rear block is a two-story 
ell with a central interior chimney. The current status of the house is not known. The last known 
occupant was Dr. S. J. Martin, who purchased the house from the Lucas family in 1956. It is 
reasonable to assume that the house is still standing after 60 years, but if it is extant it is unusual 
that such a substantial house has not been documented previously. It is possible that the house has 
been impacted by the Kentucky TriModal Transpark.  

Reportedly “one of the oldest homes in Oakland is the James Thomas Home built by Suvetus 
‘Veet’ Patillo in 1827 after learning his trade of bricklaying from the Shakers in Logan County” 
(BGACVB 2016:2). The location and status of the house are not known. 

Turning to the remains of Historic period farmhouses within the park, archeologists have 
recorded at least 22 such residential sites that are likely significant to descendants who are 
traditionally associated with the park. Eighteen are in Edmonson County and four are in Hart 
County. [Some do not have state site numbers.] Of course, given that over 500 families formerly 
lived in the park, there are many more that likely exist and need to be documented.  
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Located on Mammoth Cave Ridge, the Hunts Sink #3 Site (15Ed 208) likely is associated 
with the former home of Daniel Lee. Shovel testing produced an assemblage of glass shards, 
ceramic sherds, metal can fragments, and coal fragments. The house remains at the Eaton Valley 
#1 Site (15Ed150) are represented by a depression interpreted as a possible root cellar and a 
collapsed chimney. The former occupants are not known (Prentice 1993).  

The J.W. Ray Site (15Ed228) is located on a ridge near Cedar Sink. It has a foundation stones, 
two collapsed chimneys, and a sandstone-lined well. Artifacts on the surface include glass shards, 
ceramic sherds, nails, and animal bone. Maps indicate J.W Ray lived here at the time of park 
creation (Prentice 1993). 

Located along Cedar Spring Valley near a spring, the T.W. Denham Site (15Ed236) consists 
of foundation stones and two collapsed chimneys from a building that measured about 14 x 5 m in 
size, perhaps a dogtrot plan. This property belonged to Mr. Denham at the time of park formation 
(Prentice 1993).  

A standing stone chimney, wood beam fragments, and foundation stones at the Alva Logsdon 
Farm Site (15Ed174) delineate a former building measuring about 14.5 x 6 m. The building likely 
was constructed in two stages. The site is located in Taylor Coates Hollow. Alva Logsdon likely 
lived here at the time of park creation (Prentice 1993).  

The Irvin Stice Farm Site (15Ed167) is located near the confluence of Blowing Spring Branch 
and Green River. Foundation stones and a collapsed chimney indicate a building measuring about 
13 x 6 m in size formerly stood here. Irvin Stice likely lived here at the time of park creation 
(Prentice 1993).  

Located near the Violet City Entrance, the Lucy Ganter Farm Site (15Ed170) encompasses 
the remains of three buildings, three depressions interpreted as root cellars, a well, a cistern, and 
an artifact scatter of glass, bricks, rain gutters, and a hand water pump. The site is attributed to 
Lucy Ganter. The Old Chaumont Site (15Ed207) is a historic trash deposit associated with the 
former house of Peter Charlet in the Chaumont neighborhood community (Section 3.3.13). 
Artifacts recovered include glass shards, ceramic sherds, and nails (Prentice 1993).  

The Logan Farm Site is one of three historic house sites near Temple Hill Cemetery. It is a 
stone foundation for a building measuring six m in maximum dimension. It is located on property 
owned by John A. Logan at the time of park creation. The Wet Prong Ridge Site consists of a 
collapsed chimney and foundation stones. As its location does not correspond to houses marked 
on a 1930 topographic map, the house likely predates park creation. The J. Tom Parsley Farm 
Site (15Ed196) is situated on a terrace overlooking Green River. It has a standing chimney and 
foundation stones from a two-story house that measured about 10 x 12 m in size. Surface artifacts 
associated with the house remains include complete specimens such as glass vessels, metal wash 
tubs, and metal containers. Opal Vincent provided a verbal description of this house, owned by J. 
Tom Parsley at the time of park creation (Prentice 1993). 

Located near Pigeon Hollow, the Herbert Houchins Farm Site (15Ed194) has foundation 
stone and a collapsed chimney from a residential building, as well as a depression that likely was 
a root cellar. This house site likely predates park creation (Prentice 1993).  
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The Turnhole Ridge #3 Site (15Ed145) has the remains of a ca. 1930s residential building 
associated with a surface scatter of glass shards, ceramic sherds, and nails. A potential former 
owner was not specified (Prentice 1993).  

The Clay Webb House Site is located near the mouth of Second Creek. The remains of a 
domestic building constructed in two stages include foundation stones, a standing chimney, and a 
collapsed chimney. The stone working craftsmanship was particularly noteworthy, differing from 
that at most other house sites. The house and property apparently were owned by Clay Webb prior 
to passing to his son, Noah W. Webb, then to his son, Guy Webb, then to his brother, Morris Webb, 
who owned it when the park was formed (Prentice 1993).  

Located near the confluence of Nolin and Green Rivers, the Eldred Parsley Farm Site 
(15Ed164) has a house foundation and standing sandstone chimney representing a building that 
measured about 8.5 x 5.5 m in size. There are rock foundations for two outbuildings nearby, as 
well as a surface scatter of glass, ceramic, and metal artifacts. Maps indicate the building was on 
the property of Eldred Parsley at the time of park creation (Prentice 1993).  

The Buhley Farm Site in the Ollie Ridge area likely corresponds to Tract 459 acquired for the 
park from William Buhley/Bewley. Archeological evidence of the building includes a stone-lined 
cistern or well and glass shards. Also in the vicinity is the First Creek Ridge Site, which is an 8 
x 4 m stone house foundation near the boundary of Tracts 488 and 146. It may have been 
abandoned prior to park creation (Prentice 1993, Whittle and Whittle 1929[2003]). 

The Irvin Kidwell Farm Site (15Ed180) is located on a ridge overlooking Sugar Sink on the 
north side of Green River. Foundation stones delineate a building that measured about 15 x 10 m. 
Associated artifacts include glass shards and bricks. At the time of park creation this property was 
owned by Irvin Kidwell, and the house likely was abandoned at that time (Prentice 1993). 

Located south of Dennison Ferry, the Franklin Johnson Farm Site (15Ht58) has limestone 
foundation stones and fragments of notched wood beams suggesting that a heavy timber structure 
formerly stood here. It measured about 3.5 x 5 m and would have been heated by a stove. The 
house remains are attributed to Franklin Johnson based on historic maps. East of Dennison Ferry 
is the Dennison Ferry Farm Site (15Ht54), which has a limestone chimney foundation from a 
building that likely predated 1922 (Prentice 1993).  

The B.S. Sturgeon Farm Site (15Ht66) is located on the floodplain of an unnamed tributary 
of Cub Run Creek in the northeastern part of the park. The former house site is evidenced by feral 
daffodils, though no subsurface investigations were conducted. The 1930 topographic map of the 
park area shows a house occupied by B.S. Sturgeon in this location (Prentice 1993).  

Located on a ridge along Strawberry Valley near the eastern boundary of the park, the Robert 
Sell Site (15Ht64) has foundation stones, a sandstone-lined well, and depressions from a root cellar 
and possibly an outhouse and rock-edged flower bed. Artifacts observed on the surface include 
complete glass vessels, metal can fragments, a metal wash basin, and a metal wash tub. Robert 
Sell likely resided here at the time of park creation (Prentice 1993).   

The final type of residential resource is intangible stories about houses in the past and the 
nature of activities that took place there. Three examples were found in archival sources. First is 
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stanzas one-two from The Log Cabin, a Favorite Patriotic Ballad, as Sung at the Tippecanoe 
Associations, with Great Applause (Thomas Birch 1840 as quoted in Macintire n.d.:1-2) 

I love the rough Log Cabin / It tells of olden time; / When a hardy and an honest 
class, / Of free-men in their prime: /  

First left their fathers’ peaceful home, / Where all was joy and rest; / With their 
axes on their shoulders, / They sallied for the west.  

Of logs they built a sturdy pile, / With slabs they roof’d it o’er; / With wooden latch 
and hinges rude, / They hung the clumsy door: / And for the little window lights, / 
In size two feet by two; / They used such sash as could be, / In regions that were 
new. 

 Montell and Morse (1976) conveyed several stories about furnishings, the use of space, and 
household activities in the Pennyrile home. For example, this story about cooking in the fireplace 
was recounted by an informant in 1964: 

When the weather was real cold, we would cook over the open fire. We hung what 
we called a dinner kettle over the blaze in which we cooked vegetables and meats. 
We also baked bread and cakes in this kettle. To cook breads we would put hot 
coals on top of the kettle; therefore, the bread would get brown on top. If you saw 
that the bread was getting brown too fast, you could take some of the coals off the 
top (as quoted in Montell and Morse 1976:47-48). 

Another example recalled the “snugness” or resistance to the elements of a one-room log 
cabin in which the informant lived in the 1880s: 

The roof was so bad that when it snowed the snow would fall on my bed. I’d just 
reach and pull the covers up over me. I didn’t think much about it after awhile 
because I got used to it. The next morning when I woke up, the snow would be 
about two inches all over the bed and floor (as quoted in Montell and Morse 
1976:50). 

3.4.19  Tourism 

Definitions and Context 

 Tourism refers to the commercial organization, operation, and visitation of places of interest 
by the traveling public for leisure, recreation, enjoyment, health, education, business, social, or 
other reasons. It is a generic term that covers both demand and supply. Tourism-related visitation 
occurs for relatively short periods of time, less than one year, and involves frequenting a destin-
ation outside the visitor’s usual sphere of activity. Visitors can include tourists, or individuals who 
overnight at tourist destinations; same-day visitors, who spend at least three hours at tourist 
destinations; and leisure-day visitors, who spend fewer than three hours away from home 
(Middleton 2015).  

Tourist attractions or visitor destinations are places of interest to visitors that are managed and 
promoted as places to visit (Middleton 2015). In other words, a tourist attraction or visitor 
destination is “a physical or cultural feature of a particular place that individual travelers or tourists 
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perceive as capable of meeting one or more of their specific leisure-related needs. Such features 
may be ambient in nature (e.g., climate, culture, vegetation or scenery), or they may be specific to 
a location, such as a theatre performance, a museum or a waterfall” (Harris and Howard 1996:14). 
Three types of tourist attractions or visitor destinations are built, or human-made physical 
structures, events, or activities; natural, or physical phenomena considered appealing or unusual; 
and secondary, or places, events, or activities that appeal to visitors but are not the main reason for 
them visiting a location (Metelka 1990).  

Tourism industries are those activities or enterprises that support tourism. Tourism-related 
industries that focus on the visitor include accommodations, food and beverage services, 
transportation, travel agencies and other reservation services, and retail vendors of tourism-related 
goods. Though less commonly considered, tourism industries also serve the people and businesses 
who operate tourist attractions and/or promote tourism, such as printers, advertisers, and souvenir 
manufacturers (Middleton 2015).  

‘Mecca for Tourists’ pronounced the back of a 1928 tourist map of Kentucky. 
Kentucky, the gateway to everywhere … – with the longest State-owned water 
front, with more miles of National highways complete or under construction; with 
a greater variety of soil, scenery and natural resources, with more historical points 
of interest and several of the world’s greatest natural wonders – is fast becoming 
the Mecca for tourists, the center of a continent on wheels (Kentucky State 
Highway Commission 1926:2).  

Tourism has been an important activity and commercial enterprise throughout the Historic period 
in the project area, at Mammoth Cave and throughout the region. Using documentary evidence, 
Algeo (2004, 2012) described the types of visitors who visited Mammoth Cave and why, from where 
they came, and how they arrived in the 19th century. Tourists at that time typically were middle- to 
upper-class urbanites who lived in eastern cities. Algeo also examined the types of activities in which 
visitors engaged – in addition to cave tours – during their time at Mammoth Cave. 

“Regional transportation in the form of stage lines, steamboats and the railroad permitted 
world-wide visitors access to [Mammoth] Cave. After 1900, cave touring became a dominant 
economic factor in an otherwise marginal agricultural environment. During peak years of 
commercialization at least twenty caves in the area were developed for visitors. Most of these 
ventures ended eventually in failure but Mammoth Cave was assured continuance because of its 
dominant fame and its status as a national park in 1941” (DePaepe 1974:56).  

In the 20th century, tourism-related automobile travel was an important factor in increased 
investments in interstate highways and other road construction and maintenance. Further, 
automobile travel, to some extent, democratized tourism at historic sites, state parks, resorts, and 
other destinations. Because of improvements in road systems, increased access to maps and 
navigational aids, access to a cheap mode of transportation, enhanced publicity in magazines and 
other outlets, and increased leisure time and disposable income in the early-mid 1900s, middle-
class white families had more opportunities to travel to destinations within a few days drive 
(Kennedy and Macintire 2004, Kentucky Heritage Council 2016). “Transcontinental auto-touring 
had become by the mid 1910s an extremely popular pastime of the upper and middle classes” 
(Kennedy and Macintire 2004:6). Despite these innovations, however, visiting tourist attractions 
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remained difficult for African Americans and white families of lesser means (Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004, Kentucky Heritage Council 2016).  

Regional highway and trail associations, organized by tourist attraction operators 
and business owners to promote economic development through tourist travel on 
specific road networks, developed in the early 20th century. One of the first in the 
region was the Jackson Highway Association, established in 1911 by the only woman 
to found a highway association, Alma Rittenberry. The route between Chicago and 
New Orleans, selected to feature places associated with President Andrew Jackson, 
passed through Kentucky along the Upper Louisville Turnpike (a.k.a., Jackson Highway) of the 
Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Turnpike, now Route 31E. Because the route also bypassed places 
associated with President Abraham Lincoln, such as his birthplace near Hodgenville (Section 
3.4.20), some called the route the Lincoln-Jackson Highway. The JH highway insignia was 
displayed on utility poles and at tourist attractions and businesses along the route. Members of the 
Jackson Highway Association worked to build road segments and to improve road conditions of 
the route, especially hard surfacing (Gibbs, 1916, Kennedy and Macintire 2004). “The last parts 
to be [paved] were 12 miles between New Haven and Hodgenville and a section in Allen County. 
A celebration was held at Abraham Lincoln’s Birthplace National park near Hodgenville upon 
completion in 1931. Eight thousand persons were in attendance” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:9). 

Peter Lee Atherton (1862-1939), originally of Athertonville in LaRue County, was a long-time 
advocate for road improvement and expansion in the Commonwealth and a staunch believer in the 
democratizing impacts of good road networks. Not only did he sponsor road-improvement 
legislation as a state representative, he raised funds for and oversaw resurfacing projects. He served 
as president of the Lincoln Central Road Association in Kentucky, which became part of the 
Jackson Highway Association, for which he also served as president (Cole 2014, No Author 1916). 
In a speech at a 1915 meeting of the association in Nashville, Atherton declared that “an American 
highway is the most democratic institution of the most democratic country in the world. … On the 
highway all men meet as equals and all should show equal courtesy and respect” (No Author 
1916:23). Another local man, Emory G. Dent of Bowling Green, served as vice president of the 
highway association for Kentucky (Gibbs 1916).  

The Dixie Highway Association was “established in 1915 in order to build 
and promote a mid-western route from Michigan to Florida” through 
Kentucky (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:7). Following two north-south routes 
of 4,000 miles of largely existing roadways, the Dixie Highway crossed 
Kentucky in the east through Lexington and in the west along both portions 
of the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Turnpike, now Routes 31W and 31E. 
“Detour routes” added 1,700 miles to the trunk of the highway system defined 
by the association. For example, the Upper Louisville Turnpike (a.k.a., 
Jackson Highway, Route 31E) was designated an extension of the Lower 
Louisville Turnpike (a.k.a., Dixie Highway, Route 31W), both of which cross 
the current project area (Section 3.4.20) (Kennedy and Macintire 2004).  

“Most of the route passed through dues-paying county seats and by important tourist attractions” 
(Kennedy and Macintire 2004:8). In order to display branded Dixie Highway signage and be 
included in association-produced guide books, maps, and monthly magazine, members complied 
with association standards such as those related to road condition and upkeep. Funding for 
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roadwork derived from federal agencies, state and local governments, and private individuals and 
business owners. A significant accomplishment was completion of hard surfacing of roads 
throughout the network in 1930 (Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 

Over the next 10-15 years, complaints against highway associations – corruption, excessive 
competition, confusing and indirect routes, inconsistent signage – mounted to the degree that a 
standardized federal highway numbering and signage system was adopted nationally in 1926, 
resulting in the renaming of the Dixie and Jackson highways to US Routes 31W and 31E, 
respectively. This hurt the highway associations. Some named highways were split into several 
numbers, and associations were prohibited from posting their own signage along their routes. 
Despite attempts by the associations to promote the history and nostalgia of their routes, the 
associations gradually ceased their work of highway promotion and the era of named highway 
routes faded. After only a dozen years in existence, the Dixie Highway Association disbanded in 
1927 and was taken over by the Chattanooga Automobile Association. The Jackson Highway 
Association continued operations into the 1940s, though scaled back to placing pamphlets in 
tourist destinations and other businesses along its route (Kennedy and Macintire 2004).  

Despite the diminishing influence of existing highway associations, in 1930 a new one was 
established for a route between Alabama to Kentucky. Like others, the Highway 31-W Association 
was an inter-state organization of citizens, business owners, and highway enthusiasts interested in 
improving road quality, increasing tourist travel, and promoting businesses along the newly 
renamed US Route 31. The regional group spanned from Nashville to Louisville, the former Dixie 
Highway or Lower Nashville Turnpike. They held monthly business meetings in towns and cities 
along the highway. Local officers in 1931 included Dr. John M. Blackburn (Bowling Green), Dr. 
A. C. Wells (Munfordville), and John M. Nelson. The November 1932 meeting was held at the 
New Entrance Hotel at Mammoth Cave with members of the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association in attendance. The group interacted with the national organization, the United States 
Good Roads Association (No Author 1931, 1932). The date of dissolution is not known.  

Construction of Interstate 65 in 1965-1969 as part of the federal superhighways program 
dramatically reduced traffic on 31W, 31E, and other federal routes. Predictably, this resulted in  

a reduction in auto traffic along 31E and 31W and, in turn, a reduction in business 
revenues to local tourist services and to small towns along the routes. The new freeway 
interchanges, where access was allowed onto and off the road, were the new hot spots 
for business. Because the points of ingress and egress were limited, land values were 
high and local business owners could not afford to locate there. As a result of all these 
factors, the era of local businesses catering to tourists along a uniformly accessible 
route was over and with this went local character and unique architectural flights of 
fancy. In its place, large corporations developed relatively standardized designs to 
increase operating cost efficiencies. The terms Dixie Highway or Jackson Highway 
have nearly been forgotten, even by locals who drive them everyday. Yet, the history 
lives on in the historic resources, like the old gas stations, restaurants, and tourist sites, 
that still dot the route (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:13). 

Tourist attractions and services did not develop uniformly at the freeway interchanges, however. 
In the Mammoth Cave area, the primary development occurred at the Cave City interchange, with 
little growth at Park City (formerly Three Forks or Glasgow Junction).  
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Generally speaking, tourism-related resources focus on the places visited by tourists, the 
activities in which they engage at those places, the businesses and organizations that provide for 
the needs of tourists, such as hotels and restaurants, and the tourist experience. More specific types 
of tangible tourism-related cultural resources are destinations or attractions, travel logs and diaries, 
visitor logs, travel magazines and guidebooks, pamphlets and other printed or electronic publicity 
materials, signage, and souvenirs. Unless they relate exclusively to tourism, tourism-related 
businesses are described under Business and Commerce (Section 3.4.3). Tourism-related vocabulary 
and narratives are examples of intangible resources.  

National Register Listed Tourism Resource 

For over 200 years, Mammoth Cave, the only listed tourism-related resource, has been 
promoted as a natural wonder of the world, and as the longest cave system mapped on earth, it 
lives up to that moniker. After Niagara Falls, it is widely recognized as the second oldest marketed 
tourist destination in the country (Kennedy and Macintire 2004).  

Mammoth Cave, Kentucky’s greatest tourist attraction, is preparing this year for a 
record number of sight-seers, vacationists, and tourists – and has more to offer 
tourists than ever before … Good roads from every direction now lead to Mammoth 
Cave, accessible now the year round to the millions of curious summer travelers 
who are coming to see for themselves what they have heard so much about all of 
their lives. And they will be well repaid, for here, in south-central Kentucky, is truly 
one of nature’s grandest most inspiring wonders” (No Author 1938:19 as quoted in 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004:51). 

The preeminent role of Mammoth Cave in the local tourism industry is a theme appearing in 
print for over two centuries. For example, a 1928 state tourist map listed “the far-famed Mammoth 
Cave” as the major attraction in its description of the west Dixie Highway, and “Mammoth Cave 
and many subterranean wonders” are the only local resources listed among the state’s “historic 
and other points of interest.” A photograph of Echo River boat tours among the selected images of 
ten tourist attractions in the state (Kentucky State Highway Commission 1926).  

Citing its status as a World Heritage Site, readers of Kentucky Living voted Mammoth Cave 
National Park as the best day trip and as the best family day trip in the destination section and the 
best place for adventure in the outdoors section of the annual “Best in Kentucky” poll in 2018. 
“The park’s 52,800 acres offer tours belowground and above, canoeing on the Green River, 
horseback riding, camping and other outdoor pursuits” (Witt 2018:25). “Squeeze through Fat 
Man’s Misery. See lonely Sand Cave, where explorer Floyd Collins met his tragic fate in 1925. 
Crawl along undeveloped passageways. Visit the Big Woods for a peek at the uncut forest of Old 
Kentucky. Drift along the Green River in a canoe. Learn about prehistoric American Indian 
explorers. Get a glimpse of historic cave writing. Walt to the Old Guides Cemetery, final resting 
place of former enslaved cave guide Stephen Bishop. Mammoth Cave is the place for colossal 
adventures” (Witt 2018:33).  

Other Significant Tourism Resources 

“Scores of signs, arrows, and billboards southwest of Cave City insist that it is only 
so many miles to this or that cave. This is cave county, and dozens of cave-owners, 
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in spite of the near-by Mammoth Cave, do a good business. Roadside stands sell 
large and small rock formations from the caves” (Federal Writer’s Project 1939:51). 

Caves have been and remain one of the preeminent tourist attractions in the project area. 
Mammoth Cave, the oldest show cave in Kentucky, is only one of many. “The caves have spawned 
over 100 years of tourist activity in the area” and “Mammoth Cave is historically one of the most 
important tourist sites in the nation” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:49). The “cave regions of 
Kentucky” and Mammoth Cave are the only tourist resources in the current project area identified 
in the description of the Dixie Highway on a 1928 state tourist map (Kentucky State Highway 
Commission 1926).  

Show caves on lands that would become the park include Great Onyx Cave, Collins Crystal 
Cave, Woodson-Adair Cave, Bedquilt Cave, Salts Cave, Donkey’s/Floyd’s Cave, 
Buzzard/Cathedral Cave, Dossey Domes Cave, and Proctors Cave. Other current and former 
show caves in the project area include Diamond Caverns, the second oldest show cave in the 
state, Mammoth Onyx Cave, Onyx Cave, Outlaw Cave, Cub Run Cave, and Crystal Onyx 
Cave, the latter recently reopened to the public. Most of the caves developed for tourism feature 
stunning cave formations and other noteworthy natural features.  

 Another example is Hidden River Cave in Horse Cave, which has operated intermittently as 
a show cave since Dr. H. B. Thomas opened it to commercial tourism in 1916. He installed steps 
from the street into the sinkhole and cave, and he constructed three structures near a water wheel 
house on the southwest edge of the sinkhole (Sanborn 1916, Mitchell 1993, American Cave 
Museum 2000). It is likely that the structures functioned as an office, a ticket booth, and/or other 
tourist-related buildings. According to Sanborn maps, the central structure was gone by 1923 and 
the southernmost structure was gone by 1932. The wheelhouse and adjacent two-room structure, 
however, are still standing today.  

 The early cave tours boasted electrically lighted wooden walkways that followed both the north 
and south branches of Hidden River. Hidden River Cave had electrical lighting before other caves 
in the area, including Mammoth Cave (Bill Austin as quoted in Quinlan, Ewers, and Palmer 1990), 
and “the functions of producing water and electricity were part of the attraction of the cave” 
(Brinker n.d.:2). Due to their location close to major thoroughfares of the day – Route 31W, Old 
Dixie Highway, and a railroad – Horse Cave and Hidden River Cave were strategically located to 
receive visitors to cave country in the early part of the twentieth century (Mitchell 1993, American 
Cave Museum 2000). 

 Hidden River Cave was closed to commercial tourism in 1943 due to a property dispute, a 
decline in visitor attendance associated with World War II and, more importantly, the significant 
and serious pollution problem that was growing (Bill Austin as quoted in Quinlan, Ewers, and 
Palmer 1990; Brinker n.d.). Due to contamination of Hidden River, the water pump was also shut 
down at this time. A number of point and non-point sources contributed to the polluted state of 
Hidden River – industrial waste from a creamery and a metal plating plant, underground gasoline 
tanks, public dumping in sinkholes, and agricultural runoff. The pollution situation became so 
severe that people venturing into the cave became physically ill (probably due to low oxygen levels 
and noxious gases from the polluted water) and downtown Horse Cave was plagued with a 
permanent, highly unpleasant stench issuing from the cave. Except for sewage organisms (blood-
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worms and sewage bacteria) and an occasional surface crayfish, animal life in the cave died. 
Hidden River Cave became one of the most severely polluted caves in the country (Bill Austin as 
quoted in Quinlan, Ewers, and Palmer 1990; Lewis 1993; American Cave Museum 2000). 

 Attempts to clean up Hidden River Cave began in 1963 when the town of Horse Cave 
constructed a sewage treatment plant. Unfortunately, this biological system inadequately 
processed industrial waste from the Hart County Creamery. Discharge from a nearby metal plate 
plant also damaged Hidden River Cave. The first sewage treatment plant was demolished and 
replaced in 1989 with an efficient regional facility using chemical treatment and aeration; this 
facility has been a significant factor in the recovery of Hidden River Cave. Efforts to clean up 
Hidden River Cave were spearheaded by Bill Austin, founder of the Cave Research Foundation 
and prior owner of the cave, the ACCA, the Caveland Sanitation Authority, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the National Park Service, and many volunteer citizens in the region (David 
Foster, personal communication 2000). 

 In 1993 guided tours of Hidden River Cave resumed. Currently tourists may view a short 
section of the North Branch of Hidden River Cave as part of the nonprofit educational center 
operated by the ACCA. Although the Association hopes to eventually extend the tour to Sunset 
Dome and restore some of the hydroelectric equipment, there are no immediate plans to do so 
(David Foster, personal communication 2000). 

To attract tourists and assist them with their travel and touring plans, some show cave owners 
built or repurposed buildings to serve as cave offices. Two such buildings in the project area were 
noted in archival sources. Dr. H. B. Thomas constructed the Central Cave Office and Cavern 
Gift Shop on Route 31W in the 1930s to lure automobile tourists to three local cave sites. He sold 
tickets and souvenirs for Hidden River Cave, which he owned, Crystal Cave, and Mammoth Onyx 
Cave in this well-positioned building. The one-story stone building later was repurposed to a hair 
salon, Bee-Lov-Lee (Kennedy and Macintire 2004).  

 In the early 1900s, the left storefront of building Bn-291 on East Broadway [Kirtley] in Cave 
City housed an in-town tourist office for Great Onyx Cave. The office apparently functioned to 
attract visitors and assist customers to visit the commercial cave. Its proximity to the L&N train 
depot made the building easily accessible and visible to those arriving by train. The office provided 
information about the cave and its recreational amenities, including fishing, bathing, and dancing 
(Figure 14 in Section 3.4.3). The office presumably also sold tickets and made travel arrangements, 
as the small sign on the building reads, “Do not be mislead, [sic] drive your car to Great Onyx 
Cave over good dirt road, special taxis at low rates.” The sign also signals the era of cave wars. 
The building is a contributing property in the Register-listed Cave City Commercial District 
(Section 3.4.3). 

Over time, a corridor of tourist attractions and tourist service businesses developed along the 
major north-south thoroughfares in the project area. One of the densest concentrations developed 
along Highway 90 between Cave City and Mammoth Cave National Park. The attractions include 
Kentucky Down Under, Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park, Guntown Mountain, Kentucky Action 
Park, Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum, and J.B. Haunted Mansion (Section 3.3.17). 
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One of the newest additions to the Cave City cluster is Dinosaur World Kentucky. In addition 
to life-sized dinosaur statues, the attraction features a touch-and-tell activity, mammoth gardens, a 
movie cave, and a prehistoric museum. In 2018, readers of Kentucky Living voted Dinosaur World 
Kentucky as the best quirky attraction in the destination section of the annual “Best in Kentucky” 
poll. “Besides seeing these amazing creatures, you can dig for fossils, pan for real minerals and 
gems, and put your paleontology fieldwork knowledge to the test at the Boneyard and unearth a 
life-size Stegosaurus skeleton” (Witt 2018:25). 

Another type of tourism-related resource is history, culture, and heritage tours. The City of 
Munfordville designed two of these, the Old Munfordville Walking Tour and the Munfordville 
Stories Cell Phone Tour. Two others in Hart County are the Horse Cave Stories Cell Phone 
Tour and the Hart County Barn Quilt Trail. Four regional tours that include the project area or 
portions of it were identified in archival sources: Civil War Discovery Tour, Kentucky Civil 
War Heritage Trail, John Hunt Morgan in Kentucky Heritage Tour, and Duncan Hines 
Scenic Highway Driving Tour.  

Heritage and history festivals, recreations, reenactments, and other events are a final type of 
tourism-related resource. They are common in the cities and towns of the project area and include 
the Horse Cave Heritage Festival, Hart County Civil War Days, and Cub Run Days. They 
bring the total of non-listed tourism resources documented for this project to 36. 

3.4.20  Transportation 

Definitions and Context 

Transportation refers to the act of moving or carrying people and/or goods from one location 
to another. It is a fundamental aspect of mobility that is tied closely to the cultural, social, political, 
and economic goals of potential and actual movement. Technological innovations can profoundly 
alter the speed, range, financial and non-financial costs, efficiency, and comfort of transportation. 
Differential access to those developments by region, by socioeconomic class, and other factors 
results in different levels of mobility for different individuals, groups, and businesses (Rodrigue 
2016).  

In addition to human resources, there are four core components of transportation. The mobile 
elements of transportation, modes are the means of conveyance of people and goods, most 
commonly vehicles such as barges, railcars, wagons, and automobiles. Infrastructures and super-
structures are fixed assets that provide physical support for modes of transportation and include 
roads, canals, docks, rail tracks, and cranes. Networks are systems of linked locations that form 
the functional and spatial organizations across which transportation occurs. Flows involve the 
movements of people and goods from points of origin, through intermediary points, to final 
destinations within a transportation network (Rodrigue 2016).  

In the project area, cultural resources related to transportation can be grouped into three 
categories: river transportation, overland transportation by trails and roadways, and overland trans-
portation by rail. They encompass different sets of modes, intra- and superstructures, networks, and 
flows.  
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River Transportation 

In addition to providing sources of water and power and serving as boundary markers and loci 
for recreation and worship, rivers and other streams were important avenues of transportation in 
Kentucky and the project area. These “blue roads” provided the first means of penetrating into the 
state from the Ohio, Mississippi, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers. In the second quarter of the 
19th century, the legislature designated many of the state’s rivers, creeks, and other waterways as 
navigable and passed acts for regulating navigation on the Green and Kentucky rivers (Boyd 1926).  

Watercraft were used to transport passengers and cargo. In terms of vessel types, Native 
peoples would have navigated area waterways using rafts, dugouts, and other types of canoes, 
especially after the adoption of ground-stone woodworking tools during the Archaic period. Rafts 
are flat watercraft that float on the water. Canoes are keel-less vessels with narrowing ends, and 
dugouts are canoes fashioned by hollowing-out logs. Additional types of vessels were introduced 
during the Historic period. Flatboats are shallow, flat-bottomed, square-cornered vessels that float 
in the water, were used for carrying bulk cargo, and typically were dismantled for lumber at their 
downstream destinations. Barges are shallow, flat-bottomed, non-self-propelled vessels for carrying 
bulk cargo that are moved by other vessels. Steamers are vessels propelled by steam-powered 
engines, while packets are steam boats with regular routes and schedules. 

At the same time that rivers opened the region to settlement and resettlement, crossing them 
was also a hindrance to the movement of people and goods, especially as overland roads (discussed 
later) developed in the Historic period. In response, ferries developed as commercial services with 
shoreline terminals or landings and flatboats for transporting people and items across rivers. 
Landings are flattened or ramped areas of river banks where watercraft were moored and/or cargo 
and people were loaded to and unloaded from watercraft.  

Overland Transportation: Trails and Roads 

Overland transportation on roadways was equally important as river transportation in the project 
area. This form of travel changed considerably over time, from early routes following game trails 
to the modern interstate highway system. Another major change involved the shift from livestock-
drawn conveyances like wagons, carts, and coaches, to fuel-based vehicles, especially automobiles 
but also trucks, busses, and motor-cycles. Natural or seasonal fords, ferries, and bridges provided 
means to cross waterways along trails and roads. 

The earliest thoroughfares in Kentucky were trails worn by the movement of buffalo, deer, and 
other herd animals or by Native Americans. Also called tracks, traces, or paths, the trails had dirt-
covered substrates, were maintained by foot traffic and usage, and could be difficult to navigate at 
times of heavy rain or snowfall. They often connected natural landscape features of importance to 
herd animals, such as water sources, salt licks, or grazing lands, and they typically avoided natural 
barriers on the landscape like knobs, escarpments, and bottoms prone to flooding and fallen trees. 
Heavily used animal trails were broad, well-defined tracks worn six feet wide and three feet deep. 
Trails created by Native Americans tended to be narrower and were more likely to follow ridges, 
unless the trails were portages between streams. In Kentucky, many of the known trails or traces 
generally trended north-south, such as the so-called Warriors Path in west-central Kentucky 
(Eldridge 1998, Henderson and O’Malley 2013, Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 
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As populations grew during the Historic period, “natural roads” were created in a somewhat 
ad hoc manner by the wear-and-tear of draft animals and wheeled vehicles. While all-natural roads 
were highly susceptible to rapid erosion, sometimes down to bedrock, those over clay-rich soils or 
in poorly drained areas were especially vulnerable to slickness and wash-out. Though some 
developed on pre-exiting game trails, these roads commonly followed ridgetops or valleys in rural 
areas, with few means to cross streams other than natural fords or ferries. Rather than connecting 
natural landscape features, these natural roads tended to connect early settlements, especially 
county seats, and other cultural features on the landscape, marking the initial development of 
transportation networks in Kentucky. Some Historic period natural roads were post roads, 
established in the late 1700s under federal mandate to provide for delivery of the mail. Local 
authorities mandated other early roads, when county courts appointed teams of four men to site 
new roadways and identify landowners over whose land the road would pass, who had 
opportunities in court to oppose the route. Once the route was finalized, a court-appointed surveyor 
and teams of laborers, usually conscripted, opened the road and maintained it (Brown 1929, 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004, McBride and McBride 2008, Raitz and O’Malley 2012). 

Though natural roads continued to be created over time, such as access roads within farm 
holdings and roads connecting individual farmsteads and small rural communities, as overland 
travel increased and local economies expanded, artificial roads such as turnpikes were established in 
a more planned manner and under state mandate, intended to facilitate the movement of farm 
products, other goods, and travelers. Turnpikes were so named for the large pole or “pike” that 
was lifted or “turned” upon payment of a toll, allowing travelers to progress on the road to the next 
toll house, typically spaced every five miles. As constructed features of the built environment, 
turnpikes were an early type of transportation infrastructure in Kentucky (Kennedy and Macintire 
2004, Raitz and O’Malley 2012).  

A turnpike was a constructed road, or what local people called an artificial road, 
and a radical departure from the natural beaten tracks that most roads had been until 
this time. Unlike the natural track, a constructed road required engineering 
technology, construction tools and materials, a willing and knowledgeable labor 
force, and, hence, substantial financial resources. Such a road had to be built and 
maintained as an extended linear unit, not in short, discrete sections (Raitz and 
O’Malley 2012:65).  

After passing several other transportation-related laws, in 1797 the state legislature enacted a 
law for the creation of the first turnpike, an existing roadway to be improved by the highest bonded 
bidder, who was empowered to charge tolls established by the legislation to recoup the costs. 
Twenty years later, the state began to incorporate private turnpike companies to construct specific 
turnpike roads, though many failed to raise the minimum capital stock of $350,000 to move 
forward. To compensate, by 1830 the legislature began appropriating funds for road con-struction 
and citizens invested in road construction ventures, with much maintenance overseen at the local 
level. By the 1850s, state funding was provided to support all of Kentucky’s major roadways, 
usually in concert with private funding (Brown 1929, Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 

In Kentucky, the earliest artificial roads were improved by laying more durable surfaces, 
digging drainage ditches, and/or constructing bridges. Some hard surface improvements involved 
the addition of crushed limestone or other rocks on top of dirt surfaces. Other artificial roads were 
constructed using techniques developed by Scottish engineers Thomas Telford and John McAdam. 
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The Telford technique for creating a road bed involved laying a foundation of large broken rocks 
and covering it with a layer of compacted smaller rocks. The McAdams technique used layers of 
crushed rock (each rock weighing no more than six ounces) and binders such as rock dust without 
the foundation base, laid nine-ten inches deep and several inches deeper along the midline. 
“Macadamized” roads were easier and cheaper to construct, and thus were more popular than those 
built with the Telford method. Including bridges, on average macadamized roads cost $5,000-
$7,000 per mile in the 1830s. Despite these improvements, turnpike roads were notoriously 
uneven, resulting in uncomfortable rides for passengers, and travel time was not drastically 
reduced (Brown 1929, Kennedy and Macintire 2004, McBride and McBride 2008, Raitz and 
O’Malley 2012).  

Initially, artificial roads were constructed by teams with limited training and expertise. Civil 
engineering and science-based techniques of road construction and maintenance were uncommon 
throughout much of the 19th century in rural Kentucky (Kennedy and Macintire 2004). “The 
applications, processes, and tools of road-construction technology remained embedded in traditional 
folkways – axes and brush hooks, picks and pry bars, shovels and wheelbarrows – until the 1870s, 
largely without the benefit of considered engineering or the application of scientific investigation” 
(Raitz and O’Malley 2012:5).  

Though overland roads allowed for foot traffic or the movement of people on foot or horseback, 
this form of transportation usually involved some mode of conveyance, especially wheeled 
vehicles. Bicycles and their derivatives have two (or more) wheels attached to a frame, one behind 
the other, and are powered by human rider(s) using pedals. Used primarily to convey cargo or 
goods, carts and wagons are open-sided vehicles with axle(s). Whereas carts have two wheels and 
are pushed or pulled by people or animals, wagons have four wheels and are drawn by one or more 
draft animals. Though wagons may be used to transport people, animal-drawn carriages, coaches, 
and streetcars/horsecars are used exclusively for this purpose and, therefore, have walls and roofs 
to protect passengers; the latter are used in urban settings, while carriages and coaches are used on 
urban or rural roads. Fuel-powered road vehicles include axle-less motorcycles and mopeds and 
axled trucks, vans, busses, and automobiles (Rodrigue 2016).  

Road transportation in Kentucky was revolutionized at the beginning of the 20th century with 
the widespread adoption of the automobile or car. “Hardly any mode of transportation has been 
allowed to alter the landscape as much as the automobile. No longer was commerce tied to urban 
areas by fixed train and streetcar lines; by the 1920s, the popularity of the automobile coupled with 
state/federal policies fostered the construction of new, evenly paved roads. A road building frenzy 
resulted, which made possible commercial development at any convenient location along 
Kentucky's thoroughfares. … New types of buildings were created to serve the automobile and a 
new dispersed landscape was established” (Kentucky Heritage Council 2016:1), as described in 
Business and Commerce (Section 3.4.3) and Tourism (Section 3.4.19).  

As elsewhere in the country, car ownership in Kentucky skyrocketed in the first half of the 20th 
century, increasing six-fold from 20,000 in 1915 to 127,000 just six years later, and exceeding one 
million by 1958. This growth was accompanied by much-needed state and federal road 
improvement and construction projects, repairing and extending the turnpike system that had fallen 
into disrepair, under the urging of motorists, bicyclists, automobile associations, progressives, 
women’s rights advocates, and other groups with often competing motivations. By 1930, Kentucky 
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had about 12,000 miles of roadways, about 4,400 of which were maintained by the state (Kennedy 
and Macintire 2004). 

Progress in road transportation came later to the project area compared to other parts of 
Kentucky. By 1920, the network of roads in the Pennyrile was little changed from what existed in 
the preceding century. Most were toll roads constructed during the Antebellum period and 
maintained by companies that collected tolls from travelers (McBride and McBride 2008, Sauer 
1927). According to the 1923 Mammoth Cave 15-minute topographic map (Figure 3), labeled 
roads in the project area were the Louisville and Nashville Road (now Route 31W); the Cave City 
Pike extending east from Mammoth Cave through Highland Springs toward Cave City (now Hwy 
70); the Brownsville Pike from Brownsville through Rhoda, Pig, and Liberty to Rocky Hill (later 
Hwy 65); the Bowling Green and Glasgow Road through Hays, Merry Oaks, and Bonayr (now US 
Hwy 68); and Scottsville Road extending south from Smiths Grove. 

In a 1928 state tourist map 
(Figure 30), the main roads 
crossing the project area were 
US Highway 31 (31W) and 
US Highway 68 (or 31E). In 
addition to a short connector 
between the two, from Horse 
Cave to Bear Wallow, which 
currently is Hwy 1141, they 
were the only wholly or partly 
“paved or treated macadam-
ized” roads at that time. There 
were two segments of “good 
gravel or untreated macadam-
ized” roads: one between Cave 
City and Mammoth Cave, per-
haps now Hwy 70, and one 
along the south side of Beaver-
dam Creek between Browns-
ville and Rocky Hill, perhaps 
related to all or part of Brownsville Pike (Highway 65). The remaining roads were classified as 
“poor earth” at this time, one of which extended west from Munfordville to Cub Run then south 
to Mammoth Cave then west through Arthur to Brownsville then west to Reedyville in Butler 
County. It may relate to all or parts of Highways 88, 1827, 70, and/or 655. Two ran north-south in 
the western part of the project area: one from Reedyville toward Shrewsbury may relate partly to 
Highways 185 and 411, and one from Brownsville through Sweeden, Anneta, and Meredith may 
be a precursor to Highway 259. In the northeast, a poor earthen road running northwest from 
Munfordville to Priceville may be the current Highway 1140. In the east, a short segment of poor 
earth road from Cave City east to Route 31E at Bear Wallow, now probably Highway 2195 or 
Cave City-Bear Wallow Road. In the southeast part of the project area, there was a poor earth road 
extending northwest from Glasgow through Smiths Grove, with a short segment of road with “poor 
surfacing” connecting to Route 31W. None of the roads mapped in the project area in 1928 were 
classified as “well maintained earth” (Kentucky State Highway Commission 1926). 

Figure 30. Portion of 1928 State Tourist Map Showing Road Types in the Project Area 
(blue box) (Kentucky State Highway Commission 1926). 
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Overland Transportation: Rail Systems 

Rail systems were the third leg of the transportation tripod in the project area during the 
Historic period. Rail transport involves the movement of metal-wheeled vehicles on steel tracks 
called rails or railroads. The typical mode is railcars (a.k.a., coaches, wagons), designed to hold 
cargo or people and connected sequentially to form trains powered by locomotive engines fueled 
by coal, diesel gasoline, or electricity. Streetcars, trollies, or trams are electric-powered vehicles 
that run on rails embedded into roadways, transporting passengers in urban settings along 
scheduled routes. Less common are handcars or handcarts, small four-wheeled platforms with 
arms pushed up and down by passengers to power the vehicle (Hubbard 1981).  

The construction of railroad lines in Kentucky began soon after the completion of turnpikes 
and necessitated the construction of railroad bridges to cross waterways. In the 1830s the state 
chartered and paid for building a line between Lexington and Louisville, but the company 
overseeing the project failed (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015). “The Louisville and 
Nashville (L&N) Railroad, an iconic railroad name, was chartered in 1850 by Kentucky with state 
dollars and grew into one of the most successful private businesses of its day. The railroad provided 
both passenger and freight services continuously under one name in the Southeastern United States 
for 132 years” (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015:1-6). The 187-mile segment of “Old 
Reliable” between Louisville and Nashville was completed in October 1859 at a price tag 
exceeding seven million dollars. Just years later, the line played a key role in the movement of 
troops and supplies during the Civil War (Section 3.4.10) (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015).  

The 1870s ushered in the “Age of Railroading” in Kentucky. In just three decades, public and 
private railway mileage tripled in the state, expanding access to smaller communities. Key freight 
commodities were agricultural products like tobacco and natural resources such as coal and 
limestone. The railroads improved personal mobility, supported population migrations, and 
stimulated economic and industrial development in the state. Owing to their faster speeds, cost 
efficiency, greater passenger comfort, schedule predictability, and ability to run despite inclement 
weather, railroads quickly outpaced turnpikes as the preferred means of overland transportation 
during the 19th century, at least along main routes. However, rail systems have some constraints, 
such as the large initial capital investments required to build them and the inability to provide door-
to-door service to passengers or delivery of freight. Accordingly, both means of overland 
transportation remained important in some places such as the Mammoth Cave area, where tourists 
arrived by train in rail towns then took stage coaches from there to the cave (Hubbard 1981, 
Kennedy and Macintire 2004, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015). 

The establishment of rail systems not only impacted the transportation of goods and people, it 
influenced population distributions, architecture, and commercial activities in the second half of the 
19th century. “New towns sprung up around the line and old towns along the lines benefitted from 
the influx of commerce. The railroad era was the age of centralized commerce and living 
arrangements, the vestiges of which can be seen on old commercial Main Streets across the state. 
Buildings were spaced closely together along the railroad tracks to allow for quicker transit time. 
The center of the focus was the railroad depot or stop” (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:3). In 
addition, the railroad era meant the demise of towns tied closely to stage coach transportation, 
drastic reduction in the use and maintenance of existing turnpikes, and limited construction of new 
roads. At the peak of Kentucky’s rail system in the 1930s, there were over 4,000 miles of active 
mainline track (Kennedy and Macintire 2004, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015).  
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With the rise in automobile travel and truck transport, especially after the second world war, 
the age of railroading was over. Private rail companies experienced substantial financial losses and 
many unprofitable ones failed. Government interventions in the 1960s-1980s, including formation 
of Amtrak to handle passenger rail services, consolidation of struggling freight lines into Conrail, 
and deregulation of the rail industry, greatly aided rail companies, resulting in a resurgence 
(Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015). “Freight railroads still play an important role in the 
economy of Kentucky” (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015:1-8). 

Kentucky’s rail system remains mostly privately owned and operated today, though the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet works to insure compliance with federal funding eligibility, 
stressing the important role of rail transportation in economic development.  

The KYTC’s goal for rail transportation is to support and work with private rail 
carriers to provide a safe, reliable, efficient, and effective rail transportation system 
for the movement of passengers and freight within the commonwealth as well as 
connect Kentucky to domestic and international markets. The KYTC recognizes 
that an effective rail system will help alleviate highway congestion, contribute to 
economic development, improve public safety, improve energy efficiency, and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions (Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015:ES-1). 

The length of active mainline track in the state now exceeds 2,400 miles, a reduction of 1,600 
miles over the last century. A small proportion of abandoned track line has been converted to 
hiking/biking trails, including in the park. Presently the vast majority of rail traffic involves the 
transportation of freight, with few passenger rail services remaining in Kentucky. Most freight 
carried on Kentucky’s rail lines originates and terminates in other states, and outbound freight 
tonnage is twice that of inbound freight. The rail line passing through the project area, including 
the spur line to Glasgow, currently is operated by CSX Transportation, one of three companies 
operating Class I railroads in the Commonwealth. The route is one of five Class I rail lines in the 
state, defined as those having at least $452.7 million in annual gross revenue (Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 2015, 2017).  

Cultural Resource Types 

Tangible transportation-related cultural resources are the natural features and cultural features 
of the landscape involved in physically moving people or cargo, such as a river and a roadbed, 
respectively; associated infrastructure and superstructure including river landings, locks and dams, 
bridges, toll booths, train depots, and freight cranes; the machines, devices, and vehicles used to 
move people or items, such as a dugout canoe or flatboat, a dog sled or oxen cart, a stagecoach or 
railroad car; and associated material culture, for instance mounting blocks, boat oars, road signs, 
and rail signaling systems. A wide range of documentary evidence relates to transportation, 
including highway and other maps, train and other schedules, photographs of passengers and 
infrastructure, newspaper advertisements and stories, and traffic statistics. Traditions associated 
with traveling and transportation, as well as songs, poems, stories, and other narratives about 
passengers, cargo, and transportation places and events, are examples of potential intangible 
evidence of this land use.  
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Other Significant Transportation Resources 

Though there are no Register-listed transportation resources documented in the project area, 
50 non-listed ones relating to the three modes of transportation were identified. Twenty-three 
(46%) resources related to river travel were identified, including one river, 13 ferries, five landings, 
three vessels, and one lock-dam. Seventeen (34%) important roadway resources include eight 
roads/trails, two bridges, three stagecoach lines, two stagecoach stops, and two stagecoaches. Ten 
(20%) significant railroad resources are three rail lines, one depot, one bridge, three cars or 
coaches, and one railbus. 

River Transportation Resources 

Beginning with water travel, archeologists have found little tangible evidence of prehistoric 
water travel in the project area. However, in Fall 2019 possible remnants of a water craft were 
found in Mammoth Cave (Jaikitis, personal communication 2019). And it is clear that Green 
River and its tributaries supported a critical transportation network during prehistoric and into 
historic time periods.  

Besides actual waterways, another resource type is ferries. From the west to east side of the 
project area, there were at least 13 ferries on Green River: Bear Creek, Davis, Parish (a.k.a., 
Parrish Mill), and Brownsville west of the park; Houchins (a.k.a., Houchens, Houchin’s, 
Houchen’s), Buffalo, Sanders, Turnhole, Fishtrap, Demunbrun, Green River, and Dennison 
in the park; and Amos (a.k.a., Amos’) east of the park (USGS 1920; 1922, 1954; 1923, 1948). Of 
these, Green River is the only one currently in operation, Houchins having closed in 2013. It is 
common for former ferry landings to be repurposed as river access ramps for small watercraft. 
Little currently is known about any historic ferries that may have operated on the larger Green 
River tributaries, including Nolin River, Bear Creek, and Bacon Creek. Any on Nolin likely would 
be under reservoir water now.  

Local informants identified Houchin Ferry as an important cultural resource in the project area 
(Edmonson County High School 1983). It historically was a major river crossing for trans-
portation between Brownsville and northeastern portions of the county. Turnhole Ferry at Turnhole 
Bend, a large horseshoe bend in Green River, was an “important way out for people who lived in 
the Turnhole Bend and back toward Cade and Good Spring” (Rennick 2016b:164).  

In Munfordville, an illustrated historic marker for Amos Ferry reads: 

1798 – 1906 / Amos, one of the early settlers of the lands on the south bank of Green 
River, built what became known as the Amos Flatboat Landings in the 1790s – the 
north and south landings here, along with others at the mouths of Lynn Camp Creek 
and Little Barren River [east of current project area]. The commerce carried by 
raft and flatboat along these waters supplied vital goods to the first communities 
along this stretch of Green River. / Amos maintained a ferry between his landings 
for public transport, and ‘Amos' Ferry’ became a familiar landmark, mentioned in 
court records as early as 1798. The ferry operated until the 1860s, when Union 
armies built pontoon bridges that made the ferry unnecessary. Operations resumed 
after the war, but with the construction of the L&N Turnpike Bridge in 1906, the 
ferry made its last crossing. 
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Four known river landings on Green River, from west to east in the project area, are/were 
Pittsburg (a.k.a., Pittsburgh), Monroe, and Indian Creek west of the park, and McCoy in the 
park. It is likely there were more. Also in the park is Doyle’s Ford across the river. Washington 
Ford, Meredith Ford, Peerce Ford, and Sims Ford were low-water spots that allowed traffic to 
cross Nolin River north of the park (USGS 1920; 1923, 1948; 1925). Like ferries, little was found 
in archives about landings on the major Green River tributaries in the project area, though Baker 
Iron Furnace on Nolin at Davis Creek in the mid 1800s (Section 3.4.8) and asphalt operations on 
Nolin and Bear creeks in the early-mid 1900s (Section 3.4.12) are known to have had landings for 
loading their products onto boats.  

Historic photographs (Figures 18-20) provide information about the Kyrock river landing at 
the confluence of Nolin River and Pigeon Creek, an unexpectedly small intermittent stream to 
handle the extensive nature of the rock asphalt extraction and processing industry. It appears that 
the mouth of Pigeon Creek was channelized and widened to create what is labeled a harbor. This 
landing area and Nolin River were large enough to accommodate a series of barges or flatboats 
transporting crushed asphalt rock. The Y-shaped harbor was at least two flatboats wide and ten 
flatboats long. There was a series of wooden piles connected by horizontal planking along the 
shorelines below and opposite the asphalt conveyor. The landing is on the west bank of Nolin 
River and the park boundary is on the opposite bank. The Kyrock landing is south of the Nolin 
River Lake dam, so it is not flooded by the impoundment. The current condition and status of the 
landing is not known.  

A major transportation-related factor that allowed or at least enhanced the success of the rock 
asphalt (and other) industries was the lock-and-dam system on Green River. Green River Lock 
and Dam No. 6 at Brownsville (Figure 20) was constructed to open mineral and timber resources 
of two Green River tributaries, Bear Creek and Nolin River, and to establish riverine transport-
ation to the popular resort at Mammoth Cave. Congress approved construction of the lock in 1901. 
William M. Hall moved engineering equipment from Rough River and commenced construction. 
In 1906, the same year that M.M. Logan established the Bee Spring Land and Mining Company 
and began acquiring rock asphalt leases (Section 3.4.12), the steam-boat Chaperone made the 
inaugural run from Evansville to Mammoth Cave (Johnson 1974).  

Regular tourist and excursion traffic developed to and from the cave region and commerce on 
the Green River system increased, but the public investment in Lock and Dam No. 6 probably was 
never reimbursed. Timber and asphalt resources on the Upper Green were developed to some 
extent, but general commerce also was served by the L&N turnpike and railroad between Bowling 
Green and Louisville, described below (Johnson 1974). On several occasions the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and Mammoth Cave National Park sought to remove the lock and dam at Brownsville 
to restore Green River to natural water levels in the park for recreation and endangered species 
habitat, but many local residents objected, though their concerns about negative impacts to 
Houchens Ferry became moot when the ferry closed in 2013. However, the lock and dam failed 
and breached in late 2016 and were removed in April 2017. 

Local informants identified the Chaperone (a.k.a., Chapperone) as an important cultural 
resource (Edmonson County High School 1981). It was a sternwheel packet built in 1884 by J.C. 
Kerr and operated on the Ohio, Green, and Barren rivers, the first vessel to make the trip from 
Evansville to Mammoth Cave in 1906. Evansville & Bowling Green Packet Company, which 
featured a summertime “all river excursion route to Mammoth Cave,” owned and operated the 
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vessel in 1904-1917. In 1917 the new owner Captain Gid Montjoy of Greenwood, Mississippi 
changed the name to Choctaw. Officers and crew included Captains Jeff H. Williams and Porter 
Hines (masters); Albert Williams, Porter Hines, and Billy Allison (pilots); Elwood Wingfield and 
Courtney Ellis (engineers); and Harry Simpson and Clarence Simpson (firemen) (Lera 2009, UW-
M Libraries 2016). The Myers Packet Company also operated a river service on the Green to 
Mammoth Cave. Its boat was Leona (Lera 2009).  

Overland Road Transportation Resources 

Turning to resources related to roadways, three thoroughfares were particularly important in 
the early development of the project area during the Historic period. Indian trails often followed 
wildlife and game trails, such as Buffalo Trace/Trail in Munfordville (see Nature and Natural 
Resources, Section 3.4.15). This north-south trending trail, which crosses Green River at the 
Buffalo Crossing ford, was a centuries-worn pathway created by herds of buffalo and used by 
Native Americans. The lateral extent of the trail and its end points are not currently known. The 
portion at Munfordville became roads for Historic period pioneers and settlers, including Amos 
Ferry Road and Washington Street in Munfordville and probably Charles Dowling Road in 
Woodsonville, which were incorporated later into the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Turnpike. 
Early businesses like the tavern Munfordville Inn (Section 3.4.3) were established along the trail. 

According to Lewis (1935), the Cumberland and Ohio Falls Trail 
passed through the project area in a branching trail, trending generally 
southwest to northeast (Figure 31). Its exact location and its relationship 
to or overlap with other pioneer trails/traces are not clear, but part may 
have followed the Dripping Springs Escarpment (Figure 1).  
Figure 31. Lewis (1935) Map of Cumberland and Ohio Falls Trail (#7) and Approximate 
Location of Project Area (red box). 

 

Jillson’s (1933) map of trails and traces across Kentucky provides better resolution than the 
Lewis (1935) map (Figure 32). It is based on the maps of Filson (1784), Russel (1794), Barker 
(1795), and others. The Jillson composite map, drawn on a 1920s USGS map, shows two pre-
1800s traces passing through the project area. The Nashville Trace, labeled Path to Cumberland 
on the Filson (1784) map, extended from the south to near Bowling Green, east to what would 
later become Bristow and to the Warren-Barren county line, and further east to Blue Spring (later 
Coral Hill), where it split into a northeasterly route to Three Springs in Hart County then into 
Greene County and an easterly route through Metcalfe County. Both routes of the trace extended 
northeast to the settlements of Danville and Harrodsburg. Some half-century later, the L&N 
Railroad line followed a portion of the Nashville Trace, through southern Warren County to 
Bristow, where it followed another trace, labeled only “Trace” on the Jillson (1933) map.  

The unnamed trace extended from Russellville in Logan County east into Warren County to 
Bowling Green and Bristow, where it paralleled the Nashville Trace a short distance (Figure 32). 
It then ran northeast along the Dripping Springs Escarpment near the later towns of Smiths Grove 
and Rocky Hill. Northeast of what would become Glasgow Junction in Barren County, the trace 
split into a southern portion that extended east to Three Springs and a northern portion that passed 
through what would become Cave City, Horse Cave, Rowletts, and Munfordville in Hart County 
(Jillson 1933). Portions of this unnamed trace, which several later overland transportation routes 
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followed (L&N Turnpike, L&N Railroad), may correspond to Buffalo Trace/Trail (see above) and 
Phillips Trace (see below). 

Figure 32. Portion of the Jillson (1933) Map of the Nashville Trace (green line), Unnamed Trace (yellow line), and Approximate 
Location of Project Area (red box). 

In the early Historic period the foremost roadway in the project area was the north-south 
Louisville & Nashville Turnpike or the L&N Pike. Governor Joseph Desha proposed the L&N 
route in 1825, and in 1829 the Kentucky state legislature commissioned an artificial road under 
the Louisville, West Point, and Elizabethtown Turnpike Road Company. After the company failed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to build the road within the required three years, in 1833-1837 the legislature passed several acts 
chartering the Louisville Turnpike Road Company (a.k.a., Louisville and Nashville Turnpike 
Company, Louisville and Elizabethtown Company) to construct a turnpike between Louisville and 
Bowling Green. Construction began in 1837 on what would become the western road of the dual-
route turnpike (Boyd 1926).  

From south to north, the Lower Louisville Turnpike, the western route of the turnpike in 
Kentucky, spanned Simpson, Warren, Hart, LaRue, Hardin, Meade, and Jefferson counties and 
passed through Franklin, Bowling Green, Tuckertown, Dripping Spring, Glasgow Junction or 
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Three Forks (now Park City), Cave City, Horse Cave, Rowletts, Munfordville, Perryville, 
Leitchfield Crossing, Dividing Ridge, Bacon Creek Station (now Bonnieville), Vento, Upton, 
Glendale Junction, Elizabethtown, Radcliff, Muldraugh, and West Point. Used as a post road, the 
western turnpike was constructed and managed in five sections: Louisville to Salt River, Salt River 
to Elizabethtown, Elizabethtown to Bell’s Tavern, Bell’s Tavern to Bowling Green, and Bowling 
Green to the state line. Paralleling the Dripping Springs Escarpment through the current project 
area (Figure 1), this route partly followed an ancient buffalo trail and a pioneer road named Phillips 
Trace, as well as the aforementioned Buffalo Trace/Trail including Amos Ferry at Buffalo 
Crossing in Munfordville. It later was called Dixie Highway and then US Route 31W (Section 
3.4.19). The Telford-style road cost about $700,000 to construct, and many laborers on the project 
were Irish immigrants (Boyd 1926).  

Chartered in 1831, the Upper Louisville Turnpike, the eastern route of the turnpike in 
Kentucky, was originally intended to cross between Louisville and Bardstown. However, it was 
extended to the southern state line so as to connect with another road leading to Nashville. Upon 
completion in 1850, the macadamized road spanned Allen, Barren, Hart, LaRue, Nelson, Spencer, 
Bullitt, and Jefferson counties and passed through Scottsville, Glasgow, Goodnight, Griderville, 
Bear Wallow, Uno, Bunnell Crossing, Hardyville, Canmer, Linwood, Jonesville, Magnolia, 
Hodgenville, White City, Athertonville, New Haven, Blue Gap, Culvertown, Balltown, and 
Bardstown in south-central Kentucky. The road cost $970,000 to construct, three times the 
projected cost. The Upper Louisville Turnpike partly followed a pioneer road called Jackson 
Highway (a.k.a., Jackson Dixie Highway, Lincoln-Jackson Highway, Bardstown Turnpike, 
Louisville Turnpike) and later was renamed US Route 31E (Section 3.4.19) (Kennedy and 
Macintire 2004). 

The L&N Turnpike initially was a dirt and/or layered gravel road that accommodated 
pedestrians, travelers on horseback, and various wheeled vehicles drawn by draft animals (carts, 
wagons, carriages, and stagecoaches). The road’s quality and durability were greatly improved 
when it was macadamized prior to the Civil War. With an average speed of six miles per hour, the 
trip between Louisville and Nashville took 33 hours by stagecoach and cost $12. Travelers leaving 
Louisville at 5:00 am arrived in Elizabethtown for a noontime meal and arrived at 9:00 pm in Three 
Forks (now Park City), where many disembarked for local travel to Mammoth Cave after the 16-
hour trip. The turnpike had toll booths spaced about every five miles, including Carden’s Toll Gate 
at Rowletts in the project area. However, “shunpikes,” or short detours around toll booths, 
developed along the roadway. The turnpike also had stage stands, or stations for changing horse 
teams, about every ten miles. In 1884 there were stage stands located at Munfordville, Lucas, and 
Nolin in the current project area. Traffic on the L&N Turnpike peaked in the 1850s and declined 
dramatically after completion of the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad in 1859 and the 
Civil War (Boyd 1926, Lera 2009). Prior to the construction of the railroad, “travel over this road 
was greater than any other road in Kentucky” (Federal Writer’s Project 1939:296). 

The L&N Turnpike degraded through the late 19th century, though the Green River crossing at 
Amos Ferry was improved with the construction of a bridge in 1906 (Figure 33). In the early 1900s, 
counties began purchasing portions of the turnpike in their boundaries and highway associations, 
focused on tourism and business promotion, undertook road improvement projects along its stretch 
(Section 3.4.19). In the 1920s the turnpike became US Route 31, a major thoroughfare for the 
burgeoning automobile revolution. The Works Progress Administration made additional road 
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improvements, built more bridges, and constructed drainage ditches along the twin routes in the 
1930s-1940s. However, after over 130 years of service, the key transportation role of the former 
turnpike ended with the construction of Interstate 65 in 1965-1969. Though still in use, Routes 
31W and 31E now largely cater to local traffic (Kennedy and Macintire 2004). 

A section of the original western L&N Turnpike roadbed and several original bridges over 
small streams are preserved on the Fort Knox military base. A section of the original eastern 
turnpike is the Cobblestone Path in Bardstown, which actually is a 1785 road that was incorporated 
into the turnpike. The current status of the former turnpike on the Green River floodplain at 
Munfordville (Figure 33) and other original segments of the turnpike elsewhere in the project area 
is not known. The importance of the L&N Turnpike is commemorated with a state historical 
marker at Munfordville. 

Figure 33. Circa 1938-1954 Aerial Photograph (University of Louisville Special Collections) and 2011 Print by Lee Hattabaugh of 
Transportation Infrastructure at Green River in Munfordville, View West-Northwest: L&N Turnpike and Former Amos Ferry 
(Center), 1906 L&N Turnpike or Munfordville Bridge (Top), and 1938 Simon Bolivar Buckner Memorial Bridge (Bottom).  

 
In 1906, the Munfordville Bridge Company, which may have been a consortium of local 

businessmen and financiers rather than actual bridge builders, constructed the L&N Turnpike 
Bridge (a.k.a., Munfordville, Woodsonville, Green River Bridge) to replace Amos Ferry (Figure 
33). It operated as a local toll bridge for several years, then as a state toll bridge (Figure 34) until 
it was incorporated into the federal highway system as US 31W in 1928 (Figure 30). The bridge was 
unusual because it did not have a southern approach. Instead, the south end “abutted onto the 
side of a ridge and intersected with a road [Charles Dowling Road] that followed the old Buffalo 
Trace from a river ford [Buffalo Crossing] several hundred feet upriver. It was necessary to turn 
right onto the road immediately upon exiting the southern end of the bridge” (Figures 30-31). The 
bridge was removed sometime after it was replaced with the 1938 Simon Bolivar Buckner 
Memorial Bridge (Figure 33), but concrete piers and trestle foundations remain on both river banks 
(Page 2010c).  

Travel between the L&N Turnpike or Railroad and Mammoth Cave was notoriously rough, as 
described previously in Section 3.1. The Mammoth Cave Parkway, part of which is now 
Highway 255, was the former nine-mile road that tourists and travelers used into the late 19th 
century to access the famous cave from Glasgow Junction (now Park City).  
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Figure 34. Post 1906 Photograph of L&N Turnpike Bridge 
with Toll Booth, View South. Handwritten label on back 
reads “Mr. Jesse Moses Everett and wife Mary Elizabeth 
Everett, and daughter Rose Everett (Wood), and grand 
daughter Grace Hatcher (Davis) at Green River Bridge, 
Munfordville, Ky” (Bacon Creek Historical Society 2016). 
 

In the 19th century, three stagecoach lines carried tourists and travelers over roadways to 
Mammoth Cave from the gateway communities of Glasgow Junction and Cave City. The lines 
operated for different lengths of time between the 1830s and the 1880s, when the Mammoth Cave 
Railroad became the preferred mode of transport from the L&N Railroad. The historic names of 
the stagecoach lines are not known, so they are designated below by their routes or owners. 

The first stagecoach line to the cave utilized what would become the Mammoth Cave Parkway. 
The Glasgow Junction-Mammoth Cave Stagecoach Line began operation in the summer of 
1833 with J.H. Harlow at the reins. It transported passengers from the L&N Turnpike, and later 
the L&N Railroad, to the Mammoth Cave Hotel. The names of all the line’s proprietors are not 
known, but Larkin J. Proctor owned and operated the stagecoach line in the 1850s-1870s (Lera 
2009, Sides and Warnell 2013, National Park Service 2016a, Thompson 2004, Thompson and 
Thompson 2003). It is not known if the original stagecoach road bed has been destroyed by 
resurfacing and other road alterations over the last two centuries or if remnants of some form still 
exist.  

A pair of stagecoach lines conveyed passengers from Cave City to Mammoth Cave in the 
second half of the 19th century. The McCoy Stagecoach Line (a.k.a., Mammoth Cave Stage 
Lines) was owned and operated by Andrew (Andy) McCoy. McCoy started the business in 1859, 
soon after Cave City was established in 1853. McCoy’s two six-horse coaches named Florida and 
John E. Bell followed, in part, a road that Dr. John Croghan had constructed previously. A bugle 
call announced the arrival of the coaches at the Mammoth Cave Hotel. Henry C. Ganter, a long-
time manager of Mammoth Cave Hotel, managed the stagecoach line for a period of time. In a 
famous incident in September 1880, two masked thieves who identified themselves as 
moonshiners, but later evidence indicated may have been Jesse James and his brother, robbed the 
occupants of the John E. Bell near Little Hope Church. Upon request, the robbers reportedly 
returned to the travelers their train tickets. McCoy operated the stagecoach line until 1883 (Cole-
man 1935, Hovey 1909, Lera 2009, National Park Service 2016a, Thompson 2004, Thompson and 
Thompson 2003, Warnell 1997). McCoy’s large farmstead was located on the west side of the 
L&N Railroad tracks in southwestern Cave City, and his home is listed in the National Register 
(Section 3.4.18). 

David Lovell Graves established the Graves Stagecoach Line in 1871 in direct competition 
with McCoy’s line. Graves leased and operated the Mammoth Cave Hotel and owned the Cave 
City Hotel, so it made good business sense to create his own means of conveying visitors to 
Mammoth Cave. McCoy’s line came to be known as the “old line” and Grave’s line as the 
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“opposition line.” The competition between the two lines became violent with physical altercations 
between rival drivers, resulting in a court case in 1873. Despite a monetary judgment in the case, 
Graves was wounded in 1873 during gunplay between the sparring sides (Coleman 1935, Benton 
2005). 

Constructed circa the first quarter of the 19th century northeast of Bowling Green on the L&N 
Turnpike, the Jesse Middleton House (Section 3.4.18) reportedly served as a stagecoach stop on 
the north-south thoroughfare (Gibbs and Henderson 1978f). “This structure is one of few in the 
state that reveal their original functions as stage coach stops. Unlike most buildings used as inns, 
taverns or stage coach stops, it was designed with a sense of informality and utility rather than in 
accordance with current notions of domestic styling” (Gibbs and Henderson 1978f:2). Attempts to 
locate tax records that would indicate operation of a tavern in the house thus far have been 
unsuccessful.  

Though construction of the former stagecoach stop is attributed to the Middleton family (Gibbs 
and Henderson 1978f), Jesse Middleton likely didn’t reside there until the 1860s, and Edmund G. 
Hall potentially was the builder, or at least an early occupant (Section 3.4.18). Hall’s relationship 
with the L&N Turnpike at least involved holding stock, as indicated by a law passed by the state 
legislature in 1839 soon after his death.  

CHAP. 1112.—An Act for the benefit of the estate of Edmund Hall, deceased. 
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, That it shall 

be lawful for the President and Directors of the Louisville and Nashville Turnpike Road 
Company, by way of Mundfordville and Bowlinggreen, to release Nancy Hall, and the 
estate of Edmund Hall, deceased, from the payment of five shares of stock, (being the one 
half of the number of shares, subscribed by said Hall, in his life time,) in the stock of said 
Company; provided, that the individual stockholders in said Company shall consent, in 
writing, to said release. Approved February 1, 1839 (Kentucky General Assembly 1839: 92; 
emphasis original).  

William B. Smith owned the building from 1846 to perhaps the 1860s, during the heaviest use of 
the Turnpike, so it is possible that he also operated an inn, tavern, or stagecoach stop in the house. 
Jesse and Alice Olivia (Templeton Smith) Middleton may have continued to run a similar business 
in the late 19th century; their children’s diaries curated at WKU’s Manuscripts and Folk-life 
Archives (2009) may provide clues.  

A short distance north on the former L&N Turnpike is a slightly later building 
that also served as a stagecoach stop on the thoroughfare. The Samuel Murrell 
House and Inn (a.k.a., Murrell’s Inn, Murrell’s Stagecoach Stop, Section 
3.4.18) is a brick, two-story Greek Revival central hall building con-structed by 
Samuel Murrell in 1841. He and his family operated the inn and stagecoach stop 
for at least two decades during the height of the L&N Turn-pike, prior to 
completion of the L&N Railroad in 1859. In the 1850 census, Murrell’s real 
estate was valued at a noteworthy $17,700 and he reportedly was one of the 
largest slaveholders in Warren County at that time (Jones 2017, Murrell 2016, 
www.findagrave.com, Sumter 1973).  

Samuel Murrell 

https://www.findagrave.com/
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Like Edmund Hall, Samuel Murrell had a business relationship with the L&N Turnpike 
Company, information about which is provided by a state law enacted in 1854. 

CHAPTER 431. AN ACT for the benefit of Samuel Murrell, of Warren county. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, That the 
board of directors of the Bell’s tavern and Bowlinggreen turnpike road company are hereby 
authorized and empowered to inquire into the facts relating to the alleged loss of six 
hundred and fifty seven dollars and twenty-five cents, belonging to said company, and of 
which Samuel Murrell, its president, is represented to have been robbed in September, 
1853; and if a majority of said board of directors, after a full investigation, shall believe 
that said Murrell was robbed of said money, and was not culpable in the loss thereof, nor 
guilty of negligence in keeping the same, they may, in their discretion, make an order 
releasing said Murrell from all liability to said road company for said sum of money; and 
such order of release, when made in conformity herewith, shall operate as a full extin-
guishment of said Murrell’s liability to the state of Kentucky, on his bond as president, or 
otherwise, for whatever portion of said money the commonwealth is, or would be, entitled 
to. Approved March 1, 1854 (Kentucky General Assembly 1854:55; emphasis original).  

This passage confirms that the L&N Turnpike was divided into segments that were operated by 
local officers and boards of directors. Samuel Murrell served as president of the turnpike company 
between Glasgow Junction (now Park City), where Bell’s Tavern is located, and Bowling Green.  

Overland Rail Transportation Resources 

The main rail artery was the north-south Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad (now CSX 
Railroad), completed in 1859. Its route in the project area mostly paralleled that of the western 
route of the L&N Turnpike (later US Route 31W). Stations and towns along the railroad in the 
project area, from west to east, were Sunnyside, Oakland, Smiths Grove, Rocky Hill, Glasgow 
Junction (now Park City), Cave City, Horse Cave, Rowletts, Munfordville, Perryville, Leitchfield 
Crossing, Dividing Ridge, and Bonnieville. Some predated the railroad, while others developed 
because of the railroad.  

The L&N Railroad shortened travel time from Louisville to Glasgow Junction from 16 hours 
by stagecoach to just three-four hours. Between 1865 and 1880, about 40,000 to 50,000 travelers 
rode the rails to Glasgow Junction to visit Mammoth and other show caves (Lera 2009).  

At Rocky Hill, local informants identified the Rocky Hill Train Depot as a significant cultural 
resource (Edmonson County High School 1983). It is a one-story frame structure adjacent to the 
train tracks. In 1960 the town moved the depot several hundred feet from its original location on 
the L&N Railroad line in order to preserve it (Beckner 2015). An online photo of the depot (Reiring 
2012) shows it in its new location on a foundation that differs from the one in the Edmonson 
County High School (1983) drawing. It reportedly is one of only three original train stations left 
in Kentucky (Marshall and Marshall 2013), dating to circa 1857, though Beckner (2015) indicated 
that John Hunt Morgan burned the depot on July 4, 1863.  

Two significant railroad bridges in the project area crossed Green River and Bacon Creek. 
Both were critical, strategic transportation assets during the Civil War and were the foci of 
numerous battles and raids (Section 3.4.10). 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 318 

Spanning the river at Woodsonville west of the L&N Turnpike, the Green River Louisville 
& Nashville (L&N) Railroad Bridge was designed by Albert Fink and constructed in 1857-1859, 
the second longest iron bridge in the country at the time. Masons John W. Key and his sons of Key 
Stone and Masonry in Munfordville constructed the rock piers using local limestone. One southern 
stone pier was destroyed by Confederate troops to stop the advance of Union troops on Bowling 
Green; tragically, the Keys were ordered to set the explosives. The iron bridge deck has been 
replaced several times but the original stone piers are still in use after over 150 years. The bridge 
contributes to the multiple-property National Register listing for the Battle of Munfordville 
(Logsdon 1997, Page 2010b) and has a Kentucky Historic Landmark marker.  

The Bacon Creek L&N Railroad Bridge (a.k.a., Bacon Creek CSX, Bonnieville Railroad 
Bridge) spanned Bacon Creek at Bonnieville. It was destroyed by Confederate troops on five 
occasions between November 1861 and December 1864, twice by Morgan’s Raiders, and 
subsequently rebuilt and repaired (Cook n.d.). The bridge is commemorated with a Kentucky 
Historic Landmark marker and an interpretive marker placed by the Battle for the Bridge Historic 
Preserve. The current bridge for CSX Railroad is a deck plate girder bridge, and it is not known if 
portions of the prior L&N Railroad Bridge remain. 

The Mammoth Cave Railroad is one of two railroad-related cultural resources inside the park 
intended to increase the ease and comfort of visitors traveling to Mammoth Cave. Col. Larkin J. 
Proctor, brother of George Proctor, and other investors chartered the Mammoth Cave Railway 
Company in 1874 to replace the stagecoach for transporting visitors from Glasgow Junction. The 
company negotiated the rights to construct and operate the rail line from the L&N Railroad. Work 
constructing the 8.7-mile branch line began in July 1886 under contractors Henry Chapman and 
Jim McDaniel. Just four months later, the rail spur opened for business in November 1886, the first 
passenger being W.F. Richardson (Bridwell 1971, Lera 2009, Mammoth Cave National Park n.d., 
National Park Service 2016a, Thompson 2002). The John D. Otter Papers (1832-1886) collection 
at The Filson Historical Society (2001) includes a bond issued in 1886 by the Mammoth Cave 
Railroad Company. John D. Otter resided for a short time and served as sheriff in Edmonson 
County but is best known as a 19th century businessman in Louisville (Johnson 1912). 

In 1886 the price of a ticket between Glasgow Junction and Mammoth Cave was $3.00. The 
service also made stops at Diamond Caverns, Proctor Cave, and Grand Avenue Cave, all 
commercial caves operated by the Proctor brothers. In 1888 the line acquired four secondhand 
dummy-type Baldwin 0-4-2T-type steam engine locomotives including Hercules (Engine #3), two 
red-painted wooden coach cars, and two wooden baggage-coach cars (photo on report cover). This 
allowed two sets of trains to run concurrently. Besides passengers, the line also transported mail 
(Hasting 1975, Lera 2009, Mammoth Cave National Park n.d., National Park Service 2016a, 
Thompson 2002).  

Through a lease agreement with the Mammoth Cave Railway Company, the L&N Railroad 
operated the line from 1886 to 1896 or 1903, when the Mammoth Cave Railway Company resumed 
control for several decades. The company replaced the steam engines with a gasoline-powered 
railcar in 1929, and all the steam engines (including Hercules) except #4 were sold or scrapped 
(Bridwell 1971, Lera 2009, Mammoth Cave National Park n.d., National Park Service 2016a, 
Thompson 2002). With the impending creation of the national park, “on March 31, 1931, for the 
sum of $5,000, the Mammoth Cave Railroad transferred all of its stocks, bonds, and property to 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 319 

the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. … As the federal government did not allow 
operating a railroad within a park, on June 8, 1931, the railroad stockholders voted to cease 
operation, and, on August 1, 1931, the last roundtrip was made” (Lera 2009:84). 

Portions of the original railroad bed remain in the park, some of which was repurposed in 2004 
as a bicycle trail. Engine #4, nicknamed Hercules though it is not the original Hercules, and Coach 
#2 are listed in the National Register and were identified by local informants as significant 
resources (Edmonson County High School 1981, Hasting 1975). They are displayed and 
interpreted at the Visitor Center area in the park.  

The other railroad-related resource in the 
park is the railbus system that the Mammoth 
Cave Railroad Company used to transport 
visitors and mail from/to Glasgow Junction 
(Park City) between 1910 and September 1, 
1931 (Lera 2009, Mammoth Cave National 
Park n.d., Thompson 2002). It is likely that 
the railbus used the existing rail lines of the 
Mammoth Cave Railroad (Rickard Olson, 
personal communication 2020). Sherry Hogan 
depicted the Ford railbus on the tracks in a 
drawing in the Edmonson County High School 

(1983) Historical Calendar (Figure 35), indicating that the student considered the bus to be or was 
told by other people that the bus is an important cultural resource. 

Figure 35. Drawing of Mammoth Cave Railbus by Sherry Hogan 
(Edmonson County High School 1983). 

The Glasgow Railroad/Railway is a historic, 10-mile-long rail line that connects Glasgow 
with the L&N Railroad at Glasgow Junction (now Park City). The origins of the Glasgow 
Railroad/Railway go back to February 1856, when the Barren County Railroad Company was 
incorporated to construct the spur line and began grading a bed from Glasgow. The company 
attempted to fund the project through taxation, angering residents of the county who would not be 
served by the rail line, and it quickly suspended work. In March 1868 several Glasgow 
businessmen purchased the company, incorporating as the Glasgow Railroad Company. They 
completed the line in September 1870 and immediately leased it to the L&N Railroad (and its 
successors) for use. Because the lessee supplied its own engines and cars, the Glasgow Railroad 
Company did not own or operate rolling stock except for a single passenger coach (see below) 
(Bradley 2001, Comer 2012, Fitzgerald 2009).  

Col. Haiden C. Trigg and William Logan Porter purchased the company in May 1899 and 
renamed it slightly to the Glasgow Railway Company. The men served as the first and second 
presidents of the company. The short line carried both passengers and cargo, making stops for 
riders at stations in Stovall, Carden, and Oil City. Due to low ridership, passenger service was 
suspended in August 1955, and since then the line has transported freight only (e.g., coal, 
automobiles, auto parts, semi-finished steel, containerized consumer goods) from Glasgow and 
several surrounding towns. Briefly in 1986, an excursion or tourist train with open coaches called 
the “Caveland Limited” operated on the line under the management of investors from Indiana 
(Bradley 2001, Comer 2012, Fitzgerald 2009, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015, Strange 
2011).  
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Past and present employees of the Glasgow Railway Company and its leaseholders are 
potential informants. The current president of the company is Robert A. Lessenberry, whose father, 
Robert L. Lessenberry, was the previous president. Past employees include G. M. “Captain” 
Garvin (conductor), Ralph Mochow and Bill Helton (engineers), H. G. Tatum (fireman), R. W. 
Gillock (flagman), F. J. Crain (station agent), C. E. Elzy (station cashier/clerk), and Thomas 
Spurgeon Traylor (warehouseman). Other potential informants are Leigh Lessen-berry and Steven 
D. Johnson (Comer 2012). 

Passenger Car 109 (a.k.a., Coach No. 109, L&N #109) is the only surviving rolling stock of 
the Glasgow Railroad/Railway (Figure 36). Built in 1882, the company purchased the coach in 
1909. The coach is known as a “Jim Crow” design because it was segregated; white passengers 
rode in the front and black passengers in the back, the two areas separated by a baggage/ 
mail/freight compartment. The richly appointed wood frame coach originally had brass fittings 
and accouterments, burgundy and gold velvet upholstery, and a pot-belly stove in each passenger 
area, though since 1955 vandalism and neglect reduced the coach to a shell of its former glory. 
Because it is one of the oldest known coaches, the only surviving L&N Jim Crow car, and one of 
only five surviving three-section Jim Crow cars in the U.S., the car is being restored by and is on 
display at the Historic Railpark Train Museum and L&N Depot in Bowling Green (Fitzgerald 
2009, Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 2015, Strange 2011).  

Other tangible cultural resources associated with the Glasgow Railroad/Railway include the 
railroad tracks and the Glasgow Passenger Depot and Glasgow Freight Depot, constructed by the 
L&N Railroad at the end of the line and located immediately south of the current project area on 
West Main Street. The only passenger station along the short line, the Oil City Depot northwest of 
Glasgow (Figure 36), is no longer standing but was in use until at least 1937 (Kentucky Department 
of Highways 1937a). The building appears to have been a vernacular, two-pen frame structure with 
a raised-seam metal roof and central interior chimney. Stovall and Carden apparently did not have 
depots.  

Figure 36. (Left) Circa 1920 Photograph of the Oil City Depot from Pinterest (Emma Day n.d.); (Center) Passenger Car 109 Prior to 
Restoration (Strange 2011); (Right) Passenger Car 109 with Exterior Restored by DeviantArt.com (Railguy365 n.d.). 

 
 

  

https://www.deviantart.com/
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3.5  Synthesis of Traditionally Associated Groups and Relevant Resources 

Of the hundreds of Mammoth Cave National Park stakeholders and resource users identified 
through archival research and key informant interviews, 16 meet National Park Service criteria for 
identification as traditionally associated groups. One is a traditional art guild, three are church 
congregations, one is a civic organization, three are descendant groups, one is legacy and veteran 
employees, three are gateway communities, and four are natural history societies and interest 
groups. This section describes the groups and identifies cultural resources that likely are significant 
to each. When available, contact information for potential informants for each group is provided. 

3.5.1  Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 

Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is a local guild with a number of knowledgeable and highly 
regarded traditional artists who seek to preserve and promote traditional basket making in the 
south-central Kentucky region. Founded in 2001, the group’s goals include establishing a museum 
and archive of basket making in the Mammoth Cave area, teaching traditional skills through work-
shops, demonstrating basket making for the public, encouraging research on the area’s basket 
making traditions, providing raw materials to basket makers, and serving as a local resource for 
basket makers. For some members basket making is their primary source of income, and their baskets 
are regarded by their owners as works of art rather than (or in addition to) utilitarian objects. The 
guild holds periodic meetings at the Family Medical Center in Munfordville and sponsors an 
annual basket making contest at the Hart County Fair (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015). 

Personal stories of Mammoth Cave Basket Makers members 
embody the basket making tradition in the region (Section 3.3.2). 
Leona (Trulock) Waddell of Cub Run (Figure 37) learned the 
craft from her mother as a child, noting that the family traded 
baskets to local merchants and out-of-state dealers in exchange 
for food and clothing. Similarly, member Paul Rich (deceased) 
of Mammoth Cave recalled that his grandfather, Rev. Ralph 
Burba, made and traded baskets for groceries at local stores. Paul 
Rich learned basket weaving as an adult and developed new 
styles. He did basket making demonstrations at Mammoth Cave 
National Park and other local venues (Mammoth Cave Basket 
Makers 2015).  

Figure 37. Photograph of Leona Waddell Demonstrating at 2001 
Kentucky Folklife Festival (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015).   

 
Charles Long of Upton (Figure 38) is a sixth-generation, 

family-trained, lifelong basket maker. He noted “basket making is 
a tradition that has been passed down in most families. Years ago, 
most people would only teach members of their own family 
because they didn’t want others knowing their distinctive style 
secrets. Now that is changing and the basket makers actively 
promote their craft in the community so that the art of basket 
making is kept going” (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015:2).  

Figure 38. Photograph of Charles and Charlene Long Demonstrating at 2001 
Kentucky Folklife Festival (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015).  
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Willard Glass (deceased) of Cub Run was a third-generation basket 
maker, and he and his wife, Frances Glass, specialized in egg baskets and 
wall pockets. Willard’s parents, Joe and Haley Glass, and grandparents, 
Scott and Rose/Rosie Glass, specialized in making market baskets and 
school baskets. Willard Glass started weaving baskets as an adult, 
initially working from memory of his family’s baskets and then learning 
from other basket weavers in Cub Run and Cave City. The first basket 
he made in 1978 from memory was a market basket (Figure 39) based on 
those made by his family, such as the one made by Rose Glass in Edmon-
son County about 1937 and now owned by her daughter-in-law Vogal 
Glass, original price, 25 cents (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015).  

Figure 39. Photographs of White Oak Market Baskets Made by Willard 
Glass (top) and Rose Glass (bottom) (Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015).   

Old or antique baskets such as the Glass family market basket pictured in Figure 39 are highly 
valued by local basket makers for connecting to ancestors and relatives. “Their pride in having 
such an heirloom is unmistakable, and is much more than the simple possession of such an artifact. 
These baskets provide an important historic connection, a connection to family and community 
history. Baskets and basket making are much more than a simple craft to these people. They are a 
reflection of a way of life that is quickly being forgotten in the pace of twentieth century life” 
(Kiely 1983:41). 

Members of the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers primarily use white oak, willow, and honey-
suckle to weave their baskets. They use only natural materials they (ideally) have collected them-
selves. According to VanWinkle (2001 as quoted by Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 2015:4), “in 
central Kentucky baskets have always been made from the natural materials that are immediately 
available in the local area. Those materials most suitable for making baskets in this part of 
Kentucky are the thin, hand rived splits of the white oak tree as well as some other native vines 
and shoots, such as honeysuckle and willow. White oak splits were, and still are, the most 
commonly used material in the area, though some basket makers use vines and other native 
materials.” 

Recent fieldwork among local artisans including members of the Mammoth Cave Basket 
Makers revealed that continuation of the local tradition was threatened, in part, by “the growing 
paucity of suitable basket timber available in the area” (VanWinkle 2001:14).  

The reality of declining resources cannot be ignored. … In past considerations of 
this problem, researchers have proposed cooperative agreements between local 
basket makers and Mammoth Cave National Park and other state managed forest 
areas (Dale Johnson, 1999). To my knowledge, however, no attempt had been made 
to implement these potential agreements. It is clear that if supplementary timber 
resources are not made available to local craftspeople, the tradition may suffer 
unrecoverable losses. … If timber is not made available to those older (or younger, 
for that matter) bearers of this tradition who have no immediate access to this 
resource, then it is not unreasonable to conclude that they may stop producing 
baskets altogether. This problem should be of central importance in conceptualizing 
cultural conservation initiatives related to white oak basketry in south central 
Kentucky in the future (VanWinkle 2001:15).  
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Given this, considering the park’s cultural resources, one that likely is of primary interest to 
members of the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is a natural resource with cultural relevance – oak 
trees. Oaks, especially white oaks, are an essential raw material for the basket makers. With 
ongoing reductions in tree cover outside the park, it is becoming more difficult to find appropriate 
oak saplings to harvest. The group may have an interest in working with the park (or perhaps may 
have done so since 2001) to selectively harvest white oak, and possibly other raw materials, from 
park lands. Or, the group may have an interest in working with park ecologists and biologists to 
identify alternate ways outside the park to insure reliable local access to the raw materials that are 
essential to the continuation of their artistic tradition.  

Another type of cultural resource that likely is significant for 
members of the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is any baskets or 
associated material culture and documentation in the Mammoth Cave 
National Park curatorial collection. Regarding baskets, guild members 
would be particularly interested in pieces made by their relatives for 
emotional or sentimental reasons. They also may be interested in curated 
baskets to study how they were made, as well as their forms and 
decorative styles. Other material culture related to basket making that 
might be held in park collections – such as raw material harvesting tools 
like crosscut saws, processing tools such as draw knives and shaving 
horses, and raw materials like stints – is potentially significant to this 
group. Also potentially significant are any photographs, recordings, or 
other documentation about guild members’ basket-making relatives and 
acquaintances, or even unique documentation about the history of basket 
making and use in the local area (Figure 40). 

Figure 40. Circa 1863 Photo-
graph of Mammoth Cave 
Guide Mat Bransford Holding 
Split-Rib Basket (Mammoth 
Cave National Park). 

Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is a traditionally associated group because its relationship with 
the park began prior to the park’s establishment, growing out of the century-old local tradition of 
making and selling/trading baskets to tourists and others. Though the group was established 
formally in 2001, key members have practiced their craft for decades and family traditions related 
to basket designs, weaving techniques, and other have persisted among members for two or more 
generations. The guild has long-term interest in the integrity of park resources, oak saplings in 
particular, and in the park management decisions that could impact those resources and the 
members’ potential access to them. The group’s existence and identity as a community is tied to 
the park and its resources.  

While there are limited archival resources about the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers 
specifically, the most important being its web site, information about several of the guild members 
is available from considerable previous research and public outreach on local basket making 
traditions in more general terms. Manuscripts and Folklife Archives at Western Kentucky 
University (Section 3.2.10) is the primary repository for these materials, such as Kiely’s (1983) 
study of basketry in the Cub Run-Wax area in regional context, Johnson’s (1999) Highway 31W 
folklife oral history survey, and VanWinkle’s (2001) 31W basket makers project, a component of 
Johnson’s research.  

Past and present members of the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers include Clevie and Darlene 
Childress, Mark and Matthew Childress, Scott Gilbert and Beth Hester, Willard and Frances/ 
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Francis Glass, Charles and Charlene Long, David Paul Rich, and Leona (Trulock) Waddell. The 
group does not appear to have a formal organizational structure (e.g., no bylaws or officers). 
Current adult members are potential informants for Phase II of the research project or future 
ethnographic studies by other researchers (Table 14). The group’s mailing address is P.O. Box 
579, Munfordville, KY 42765.  

Table 14. Potential Informants for the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Darlene Childress member not publicly available 

Mark Childress member not publicly available 

Scott Gilbert and Beth Hester members not publicly available 

Frances Glass member not publicly available 

Charles and Charlene Long members not publicly available 

Dr. James W. Middleton, Jr. patron not publicly available 

Leona Waddell member not publicly available 

3.5.2  Church Congregations 

Seven Baptist congregations were displaced from their church buildings by creation of the 
park. They apparently did not relocate to buildings outside the park and they no longer hold regular 
weekly services. Three congregations, however, do hold special services, annual events such as 
homecomings, and funeral services. The congregations of the other four Baptist churches that 
previously existed in the park – Little Hope Church, Mammoth Cave Colored Church, Silent Grove 
Church, and Stockholm Church – apparently are no longer active, even for special events and 
activities. 

The three active church congregations – those of the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church, the Good 
Spring Baptist Church, and the Joppa Baptist Church – are traditionally associated groups for 
Mammoth Cave National Park. Their relationship with park resources predates park creation and 
spans multiple generations. Park resources were and remain essential to their cultural identity; they 
have served to continue connecting congregation members to each other after the park formed. 
Because the congregations’ sense of community is linked to park resources, they have interests in 
the long-term management of and access to those resources. The congregations have special use 
permits or agreements with the National Park Service to use park resources (Lally 1989d).  

Ethnographic resources of significance to the three traditionally associated church congregations 
minimally are the three extant churches in the park and their associated cemeteries (Sections 3.4.13 
and 3.4.17). Photographs, ephemera, and other materials related to the congregations held in 
Mammoth Cave National Park collections likely are significant to the traditionally associated 
groups. Other resources that could be significant are places where important church events and 
activities took place in past, such as revivals and baptisms, though no specific references to these 
were found in archival sources.  

None of the three traditionally associated church congregations currently has a presence on the 
Web or social media. Few resources about the congregations were found during Phase I archival 
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research, though Lee’s (1970, 1972, 1973) books about local communities have information about 
several congregations. The primary archival resource is recorded interviews from an oral history 
project conducted by folklorist Laura Harper Lee in 1988-1991. She conducted interviews with 15 
members of six of the Baptist congregations that formerly worshipped at the churches in the park 
(all except Silent Grove). Their recollections and experiences focused on the critical role that 
churches played as a social institution in local communities and the persistence of church 
congregations in the face of disruptions caused by park creation. Unfortunately, none of the 
interviews is transcribed (Harper Lee 1991).  

Harper Lee interviewed five informants from the Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church congregation. Rev. Amos Crenshaw (1907-1994) preached 
at churches in Edmonson, Barren, and other counties (Figure 41); his 
father is interred in the Stockholm Baptist Church Cemetery. Alma 
(Tomes) Crenshaw (1910-2002), his wife, was a school teacher in Ed-
monson and Barren counties. Carl Leonard Cutliff (1922-2019) worked 
for the L&N and CSX railroads; his parents are interred in the Mammoth 
Cave Baptist Church Cemetery. Rev. Samuel Frank “Sam” Dennison 
(1922-2006) was a truck driver with Ford Motor Company. Katherine 
Louise (Kellams) Dennison (1926-2000), his wife, was born in Indiana 
(www.findagrave.com, Harper Lee 1991).  

Figure 41. Photograph of Rev. Amos Crenshaw Labeled “1st 
Revival at Cove Hollow 1942” (www.findagrave.com).  

 
The single informant for the Good Spring Baptist Church congregation was Rev. Roy Sanders 

(1913-2009), whose parents are interred in the Good Spring Baptist Church Cemetery. The two 
informants for the Joppa Baptist Church congregation were Vauldon/Vaulden Demunbrun (1906-
2000), who was a guide at Mammoth Cave National Park, and Lydia (Davis) Minyard (1910-1993), 
who is interred in the Joppa Baptist Church Cemetery (www.findagrave.com, Harper Lee 1991). 

Other informants were David Crockett Bransford, Sr. (1914-2003) of Mammoth Cave Colored 
Church and great-grandson of famous cave guide Mat Bransford (Figure 40); Homer Coates/Coats 
(1908-1991), Rev. Ewell T. Cooper (1922-2009), and Lillian (Sturgeon) Cooper of Little Hope 
Baptist Church; and Dawson Davis (1913-1990), Vida (Ritter) Davis (1920-2000), and Parker 
Marion Ritter (1913-2002) of Stockholm Baptist Church (www.findagrave.com, Harper Lee 1991). 

Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Congregation 

Established in 1827, the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church congregation is the oldest of the seven 
that existed on lands that became the park. It largely served families residing on Flint Ridge, 
including the Collins family that operated Crystal Cave and L.P. Edwards, who operated Great 
Onyx Cave. Other congregants have included members of the following families: Coats/Coates, 
Cutliff, Davis, Denison/Dennison, Doyel/Doyle, Estes/Esters, Holton, Hunt, Johnson, Lee, and 
McDaniel (Lally 1989b, Warnell 1997, Wilson 2013b). 

The Mammoth Cave Baptist Church congregation regularly used the extant 1927 church 
through the 1960s or 1970s. They continue to occasionally use the building for gatherings such as 
weddings, funerals and burials, and grave decoration days, but it does not host homecoming events 
as often as the Good Spring or Joppa congregations (Lally 1989b, Warnell 1997, Wilson 2013b).  

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Two potential informants for the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church congregation were identified 
for Phase II or other ethnographic research. Lorene Gray Esters (b. 1935) of Bowling Green is the 
widow of Bedford Turner Esters (1930-2012), who retired from National Parks Concessions and 
is interred in Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery. Local historian Norman Warnell of 
Brownsville likely can provide additional information about the congregation, including other 
potential informants.  

Good Spring Baptist Church Congregation 

Established in February 1842 by elders R.T. Gardner, Jesse Moon, and William Skaggs, the 
Good Spring Baptist Church congregation served the Cade, Maple Springs, and Buffalo commun-
ities north of Green River (Section 3.3.13). Congregants have included members of the following 
families: Barbee, Blair, Constant, Davis, Demunbrun/Demonbron, Dossey, Meredith/Merideth, 
Minyard, Pace, Ritter, Sanders, Skaggs, Smith, Strange, and Vincent. Toward the end of the 19th 
century, Good Spring Baptist Church had the largest congregation among churches in the Green 
River Baptist Association. Services were held regularly in the extant ca. 1900 church building until 
the 1950s-1960s (Lally 1989k, Lee 1970, No Author 2018, Warnell 1997, Wilson 2013b).  

The Good Spring Baptist Church congregation holds its annual homecoming and potluck meal 
on Memorial Day weekend at the church. Homecoming events are announced in local newspapers, 
such as recent services that featured Brothers Joe Hall and Keith Sanders. Sanders’ family has 
belonged to the congregation for several generations, and in 1934 his grandfather was the last 
pastor ordained in the church building. Charles E. Richards regularly attended the church prior to 
park formation and continued to participate in activities organized by the congregation until his 
death in 2015. His daughter Charlene (Richards) Comer also engaged in congregation activities 
(No Author 2018, Warnell 1997, Wilson 2013b).  

Phase I archival research resulted in the identification of three potential informants for the 
Good Spring Baptist Church congregation in Phase II or other ethnographic research. Beulah 
Charlene (Richards) Comer of Shepherdsville, the daughter of former member Charles E. Richard, 
attended events with the congregation. Keith Sanders, who preaches at Good Spring annual 
homecomings, is a pastor with Society Hill Missionary Baptist Church in Edmonton, Metcalfe 
County. Again, Norman Warnell of Brownsville likely can provide additional information about 
the congregation and identify other potential informants.  

Joppa Baptist Church Congregation 

The Joppa Baptist Church congregation was established in 1862 to serve the Elko/Joppa 
community on Joppa Ridge (Section 3.3.13). Originally known as Pleasant Union, the congregation 
met in a log schoolhouse before the current frame church building was constructed around 1900 
on the same spot. Congregants have included members of these families: Age, Alexander, Atwell, 
Beckner, Blair, Brewer, Brooks, Byram, Burnett, Campbell, Carnahan, Carney, Caswell, Chap-
man, Crump, Cumpton, Curtis, Davis, Denham, Demunbrun, Denison, Deweese, Dossey, Doyel/ 
Doyle, Elmore, Estes, Evans, Furlong, France, Gardner, Gentry, Gipson, Hawkins, Hazlip, Heron, 
Hogan, Holton, Howard, Hughes, Jones, Johnson, Kenny, Kerr, Kersie/Kersey, Kingslow, Lee, 
Logsdon, Lowe, McCombs, Meeks, Meredith/Merideth, Miles, Minyard/Miniard, Murry, Neagle, 
Nichols, Norene, Oliver, Pace?, Page, Pardue, Parker, Preston, Priddy, Pulliam, Purvis, Ray, Roun-
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tree, Rutherford, Sanders, Savage?, Sego, Simons/Simmons, Smith, Spillman, Stevens, Strange, 
Tarter, Thompson, Tibbs, Tinsley, Vance, Ward, White, Wilkins, and Wood (Lally 1989l, Lee 
1973, Warnell 1997, Wilson 2013b).  

The Joppa Baptist Church congregation, also known as 
the Joppa Missionary Baptist Church congregation, con-
tinued to hold monthly services in the church through the 
early 1960s, though attendance was dwindling. Between 
1963-1968 the congregation held an annual homecoming 
event at the church. In 1969, because of an erroneous 
rumor that the park would raze the church if regular 
services were not held there, the congregation held a series 
of meetings at “Ol’ Joppy.” Over the course of more than 
one week, groups of up to 70 church members attended the 
nightly revival (Figure 42), led by Rev. Eugene Basham 
and Rev. C. W. Borden. Though regular services did not 
persist long after the 1969 revival, the congregation still  

meets periodically in the church. Tommy Bolton assists with organizing an annual homecoming 
the second Sunday of September (Lally 1989l, Warnell 1997, Wilkerson 1969, Wilson 2013b). 

Figure 42. Congregants of Joppa Baptist Church 
at 1969 Revival (Wilkerson 1969). 

In addition to Norman Warnell, a potential informant about the Joppa Baptist Church 
congregation for Phase II or other ethnographic research is Tommy Bolton of Brownsville and 
Peggy Emberton. Other options are the individuals (and/or their descendants and relatives) who 
are in Lee’s (1973) extensive list of 20th century members. 

3.5.3  Mammoth Cave National Park Association 

“I feel confident to say that without this nonprofit, selfless organization the park would not have 
come about and this wonder of the world would not have been saved as the property of all the 
people of our country.”  
~ Mammoth Cave National Park Association President Paul W. Holman, Jr. (Goode 1986:ii) 

The Mammoth Cave National Park Association, arguably, is the 
civic organization that has had the most substantial impact on other 
traditionally associated groups, stakeholders, and resource users in the 
project area because it was among several organizations and indivi-
duals instrumental in the creation of the park. As outlined in Section 
3.1, anticipating the death of the last Croghan heir, in 1924 private 
citizens met at Moorehead House (later Helm Hotel) in Bowling 
Green and established the group, led by four officers and a 30-member 
executive council. The association’s mission was to advocate for the 
creation of a national park centered on Mammoth Cave with state and 
federal agencies and to promote support for the park among the 
public, especially those in the local area (Goode 1986, Kinslow 2015b, 
National Park Service 2015a).  

Attorney, politician, and businessman Sen. Marvel Mills Logan of Brownsville, a key player in 
the park creation movement, served as the first president of the association. Dr. J. L. Harman was 
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first vice president, Sterrett Cuthbertson was treasurer, and Judge Robert M. Coleman, Jr. was 
secretary of the association. Other early influential leaders included Robert J. Ball, S. D. Caldwell, 
Judge John Blakey Helm, Paul W. Holman, Sr., Max B. Nahm, Judge Huston Quin, Judge John 
B. Rodes, Milton Smith, Jr., Eugene Stuart, Rep. Maurice Hudson Thatcher, and George E. 
Zubrod. Businesses such as the L&N Railroad, which operated Colossal Cavern as a tourist 
attraction, supported the effort (Goode 1986, Kinslow 2015b, National Park Service 2015a). 
Motivated by an interest in preserving Mammoth Cave, “to keep it and to preserve it for millions 
of persons in the United States who are proud of the wonder” (J. L. Harman 1925 as quoted in 
Goode 1986:23), the association was incorporated in 1925 to encourage passage of federal 
legislation to establish the park (Goode 1986, Kinslow 2015b, National Park Service 2015a).  

That happened soon after, when a bill authorizing Mammoth Cave National Park was signed 
into law in May 1926. The legislation identified the association as the fundraising organization 
and specified a minimum number of acres and major caves that had to be purchased in order for 
the National Park Service to operate the park. The Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
solicited members (Figure 43) and began raising funds and purchasing land at fair-market value 
using financial donations. Many means were used to raise funds, such as membership drives, 
drives by school children, and “buy-an-acre” campaigns. Over a 15-year time frame, and in 
collaboration with the Kentucky National Park Commission, which was empowered to acquire 
land through eminent domain, the association raised about $2.5 million and acquired over 48,000 
acres (Goode 1986, Kinslow 2015b, National Park Service 2015a). 

Figure 43. Circa 1920s Membership Application for Mammoth Cave National Park Association (WKU Special Collections Library). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Since establishment of the park in 1941 and dedication of the park in 1946, the Mammoth Cave 

National Park Association has remained active in the Mammoth Cave area, operating now as a 
non-profit supported by contributions and membership dues. The core mission remains “the 
establishment and maintenance of Mammoth Cave National Park for the use and enjoyment of 
present and future generations with maintaining being broadly interpreted to include but not 
limited to: research, development, promotion, protection, the dissemination of its history, current 
issues, future concerns and planning so that the Park will always be maintained and made available 
for the use and enjoyment of the people” (Mammoth Cave National Park Association 2020:4).  
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The association has “continued to serve as a citizen advocacy group for the cave and to provide 
local input on the cave’s operation and maintenance. For decades it voiced its opposition to the 
damming of the Green River, claiming it would have a detrimental effect on the cave’s ecosystem. 
It opposed the razing of the Mammoth Cave Hotel in the 1980s. The organization continued to 
take positions on matters that affected the cave region; it also provided funding for research 
projects and educational programming related to Mammoth Cave” (Jeffrey 2011:3).  

The group recently passed resolutions and issued public comments on park projects such as 
lodging, traffic, and cultural landscape improvement planning. The association holds an annual 
membership meeting each summer at the park, which often includes special members-only 
educational cave tours. The association awards grants each year to local schools so that students 
can visit the park and tour the cave. In 2020 the association awarded $3,500 to the park’s environ-
mental education program to purchase computer hardware for virtual programming (Kinslow 
2015b, 2016; Mammoth Cave National Park Association 2020).  

Archival research suggests that the natural and cultural features of Mammoth Cave National 
Park that make it unique are ethnographic resources of significance to the Mammoth Cave National 
Park Association, given saving these resources was the motivation for the formation of the organi-
zation and its mission. First and foremost, this includes Mammoth Cave, “one of the seven wonders 
of the world” according to the association (Figure 43), and the geological, archeological, and 
historical resources contained therein. Other show caves, CCC camp sites and construction projects, 
and vestiges of park development likely are additional significant resources for the association 
(Goode 1986). 

Transportation-related cultural resources may be significant to 
members of the Mammoth Cave National Park Association, given that 
the group spent $50,000 to refurbish a historic ca. 1855 stage coach 
(Figures 44 and 70) from Andrew McCoy’s stagecoach line (Section 
3.4.20), which transported visitors to the cave in the 19th century (Kinslow 
2015b, 2016). For example, the engine, rail car, and railtrack bed of the 
Mammoth Cave Railroad (Section 3.4.20) in the park could be important 
because a group representing the association owned and operated the line 
for a brief time in the early 1930s (Goode 1986).  
Figure 44. Stagecoach Restored by Mammoth Cave National Park Association (2020).  

There are several reasons why the Mammoth Cave National Park Association qualifies as an 
associated group for the park. Not only was it pivotal to creation of the park in the first place, but 
it oversaw initial operation of the park until the National Park Service assumed full responsibility 
(Goode 1986). The park is the reason for the group’s existence as a community and is central to 
the association’s sense of identity and purpose. The association’s relationship with the park spans 
nearly a century and membership has crossed generations, indicating longevity of engagement 
with the park and park resources. The organization “has second and third generation leadership 
now. The present president, for example, is the son of one of the original founders” (Goode 
1986:iv). The association maintains a long-term interest in the integrity of park resources and the 
management decisions potentially impacting those resources. Archival research did not reveal if 
the association has formal agreements with the park. 
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There are extensive archival resources for the association. In terms 
of primary materials, over 11,000 Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association documents are curated in the Manuscripts and Folklife 
Archives at Western Kentucky University (MSS 296). This chrono-
logically organized collection spans 1925-2010 and includes articles of 
incorporation, correspondence, business and financial records, meeting 
minutes, advertisements, cave operation records, superintendent annual 
reports, park development records including construction of the new hotel 
in the 1930s, land acquisition records, maps, and ephemera (Figures 43 
and 45). Much of the correspondence is that of long-time officers, including 
Robert J. Ball, Martin Leo “Marty” Charlet, Almon A. Demunbrun, John 
Blakey Helm, William C. Montgomery, Max B. Nahm, Huston Quin, 
Eugene Stuart, William W. Thompson, and George E. Zubrod. Materials 
related to the early years of the organization outnumber those of recent 
years, with notable gaps in the 1990s (Jeffrey 2011).  

Figure 45. 1927 MCNPA Sub-
scription Card for $100 from 
A. L. Temple and Collected by 
George V. Page (WKU Special 
Collections). 

Another extensive collection of primary materials at WKU is that of influential banker Max 
Brunswick Nahm (1864-1958) (MSS 329). The Bowling Green native was the second president 
of the Mammoth Cave National Park Association and served on several committees during his 
long-term involvement with the organization. Nahm also was a member of the Kentucky National 
Park Commission, serving as vice chairman from 1930-1932 and chairman from 1932-1941. 
Materials in the chronologically organized collection relate primarily to Nahm’s work with the 
two organizations between 1925-1938 and encompass correspondence, meeting minutes including 
with Mammoth Cave Estate Trustees, documentation related to a grand jury investigation of 
organization finances, annual progress and organization reports, and photographs, most of which 
depict park improvements (Niedermeier and Jeffrey 2010). 

Examples of topics covered in the Nahm documents are land surveys, deeds, cave purchases, 
utilities, hotel and cottages, roads and trail development, tour rates, park expenses and revenues, 
marketing materials and advertising, selling Mammoth Cave books, and positions and salaries at 
Mammoth Cave and Dixie Hotel. There is content on the 1935 discovery of mummified human 
remains in Mammoth Cave; Great Onyx Cave ownership, law suit, and bank loan at H. Y. Davis 
State Bank in Cave City (Section 3.4.3); a law suit with ranger Robert Holland; and competition 
with other show caves in the area. 

Also curated at WKU, oral history interviews with former park residents (e.g., [Lally] Malloy 
1987a, 1987b) often reference the association, especially for the time period from the 1920s-1930s. 

In terms of secondary sources, the association commissioned Cecil Earnest Goode to write a 
history of the group. The book covers the history of Mammoth Cave, early interest in creating a 
park, fundraising and land acquisitions, conversion to a wilderness area, post-creation park history, 
leaders of the pro-park movement, and previous land owners (Goode 1986). A theme stressed 
throughout the book is that the association saved or preserved Mammoth Cave, primarily against 
two threats: uncertainty about the fate of the cave after the imminent death of the last Mammoth 
Cave Estate heir and the negative consequences of the Cave Wars. Local opposition to park 
creation is only briefly recounted. The book is held at WKU and several other archives consulted 
during Phase I research.  
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Newspapers and other publications about local history, especially those of Edmonson County 
(e.g., Warnell 1997), often reference the association. The best archives to find these materials are the 
Edmonson County Public Library, WKU, and online. Recent news and information may be found 
on the group’s web site (Mammoth Cave National Park Association 2020).  

Current officers of the Mammoth Cave National Park Association are E. Lee Davis (president), 
Judge N. E. Reed (first vice president), Bobby Ray Bunnell (second vice president), Judge Mitchell 
Nance (third vice president), Terry L. Bunnell (secretary), and Greg Davis (treasurer). Current 
members of the executive committee include Anne Barnes Bird, Benton Cowles, Lewis D. Cutliff, 
Leland Gregory, Sheila Kramer, Mary Stuart Reichard, and Norman Warnell. The board of 
directors expanded to 40 members at some point in the association’s history. Recent members of 
the board of directors and the executive committee include Jack Eversole (d. 2020), Woodford L. 
Gardner, Jr., Cecil E. Goode, Chris Groves, Joan Knight, Robert McDaniel, James W. Milburn, 
Jr., Robert N. Pace, and R. Ted Winbigler. Potential informants for Phase II or other ethnographic 
research are listed in Table 15. The association’s mailing address is P.O. Box 10, Mammoth Cave, 
KY 42259. 

Table 15. Potential Informants for the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Anne Barnes Bird executive committee not publicly available 

Bobby Ray Bunnell officer not publicly available 

Terry L. Bunnell officer not publicly available 

Benton Cowles executive committee not publicly available 

Lewis D. Cutliff executive committee not publicly available 

Greg Davis officer not publicly available 

E. Lee Davis officer not publicly available 

Leland H. Gregory executive committee not publicly available 

Joan Knight former board member not publicly available 

Robert McDaniel former officer not publicly available 

James W. Milburn, Jr. former officer not publicly available 

Mitchell Nance officer not publicly available 

N. E. Reed officer not publicly available 

Mary Stuart Reichard executive committee not publicly available 

Norman L. Warnell executive committee not publicly available 
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3.5.4  Descendants and Descendant Families 

Former residents and their descendants who have attachments to the park persisting for at least 
two generations, and others with long-term cultural patrimony, are traditionally associated or 
affiliated groups for Mammoth Cave National Park. Owing to these personal and familial 
relationships, descendant groups have long-term stakes in park resources, their management, and 
ongoing access to them. Associated Euro-American and African American descendants and 
affiliated Native American descendants are three collective groups of descendants who meet these 
criteria. Individual descendants or descendant families are so grouped here because they share 
common experiences and connections to the area that became the park.  

One type of ethnographic resource of significance to descendants and former residents is the 
physical places where they and their relatives resided in the park – caves and rockshelters, old 
homestead sites, farmstead cultural landscapes – and the stories and oral traditions related to those 
places (Section 3.4.18). “Whether it was good or bad, the home of childhood was the place where 
each of us first knew protection and love, where we were important, hugged, forgiven. We go back 
to find the security of home. Tonight, somewhere within Mammoth Cave National Park, at an 
abandoned home site, the hearth rocks of an old open fireplace are buried in leaves and snow to 
rest for eons of time, a heritage of treasured memories” (Warnell 1997:v). 

Also significant are the cemeteries and graveyards in the park where ancestors and relatives 
are buried (Section 3.4.13). It is likely that descendants and former residents have connections to 
specific places where families worked, learned, worshipped, shopped, and recreated, and places 
where special events occurred such as a marriage proposal or a tragic accident. Descendants and 
former residents likely would consider significant any photographs, furniture, ephemera, and 
artifacts in the park collection that document their and their ancestors’ connections to the park. 

There are extensive archival materials available for associated descendants. All of the archives 
consulted during Phase I research have genealogical information about former residents and 
descendants, especially those of Euro-American ancestry. Harper Lee’s (1991) study of Mammoth 
Cave church congregations (Section 3.5.2) and Lally’s (1987a) research on the CCC at Mammoth 
Cave (Section 3.3.11) are oral history collections in WKU Manuscripts and Folklife Archives that 
have interviews with former residents and descendants. The online Pass the Word project of the 
Kentucky Oral History Commission lists isolated interviews with former residents and descendants 
of Mammoth Cave. Surnames include Blanton, Bransford, Culbreth, France, Furlong, Hanson, 
Hunt, and Lee (passtheword.ky.gov). Archeological research on residential sites in the park was 
synthesized by Prentice (1993).  

Several books in the archives convey the stories of former residents, descendants, and past 
communities in the Mammoth Cave area. Lee’s (1972) chronicle of the residents of Silent Grove 
includes information about the Blair, Lee, and Rountree families. His book on Elko/Joppa (1973) 
contains stories for the Adwell, Blair, Denham, Lee, Lyons, Peden, Perkins, Rountree, and Simmons 
families. Warnell’s (1997) tome about the people of the Mammoth Cave area describes families 
of former residents and descendants, especially Blair, Coats, Davis, Demunbrun, Dossey, Doyel/ 
Doyle, Houchin, Johnson, Lively, Meredith/Merideth, Phelps, Sanders, Skaggs, Smith, and 
Webb.   

http://passtheword.ky.gov/


MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 333 

Native American Descendants 

Native Americans occupied park lands prior to Historic period settlement of the Mammoth 
Cave area by other groups. They have the deepest historical ties to the project area, spanning 
thousands of years. Unfortunately, archival research failed to produce information about specific 
Native American families residing in the park at the time of its development, which is not to say 
that there were no residents of full or partial Native ancestry. Compared to other descendant 
groups, Native Americans’ more recent occupations in the park and project area are less known 
for several reasons, especially widespread depopulation and displacements of Native peoples at 
the time of contact, the tendency in the local area to hide one’s Native ancestry (if possible) to 
avoid discrimination, and more limited historical documentation (including census records) about 
Native peoples. 

Despite the general lack of direct familial connections, seven federally recognized tribes 
represent the interests of Native American descendant groups with Mammoth Cave National Park. 
Three are Cherokee: Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, Cherokee Nation, and United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians of Oklahoma. Three are Shawnee: Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Indians 
of Oklahoma, Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, and Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma. The 
Chickasaw Nation is the seventh tribe. 

Though the park engages with the seven tribes on a regular basis, there have been two periods 
of more intensive consultation over the last 30 years. In the 1990s a series of consultations 
facilitated by the NPS Southeast Region accomplished several goals, such as identifying the tribes 
with whom the park would consult formally. In 2005 and 2008 the park hosted a series of 
consultations focused on the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA), archeological site stewardship, park collections, 
public interpretation of the Native American presence in the park, and related topics (Figure 46). 
Western Kentucky University assisted with the consultation planning and documentation, such as 
preparing transcriptions of recorded sessions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 46. Tribal Participants at Continuing Conversations Consultations (Photos by Darlene Applegate). (L) Reba Blalock 
(Shawnee Tribe), Gingy Nail (Chickasaw Nation), Karen Kaniatobe (Absentee Shawnee Tribe), Ted Watson (Absentee Shawnee 
Tribe), Russell Townsend (Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians), and Robert Ward (Mammoth Cave National Park) on Site Field 
Visit during June 2005 Consultation. (R) Kirk Perry (Chickasaw Nation) and Superintendent Pat Reed Examine Artifacts in the 
Park Curatorial Facility during June 2008 Consultation. 

Previous consultations revealed that Native burials, human remains, and associated funerary 
objects are of particular significance to the tribes with whom the park consults. There are 18 
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archeological sites in the park known to have burials or human remains in other contexts. Ten sites 
are in rockshelters and eight are in caves, five of which are gated. Evidence indicates the burials 
are pre-Contact in age, and currently there is no data to link the interments to specific tribes 
(Darlene Applegate, personal communication 2018; Prentice 1993).  

Most of the human remains of Native American ancestry from sites in Mammoth Cave 
National Park were collected from archeological sites prior to the 1990s. They are inventoried as 
required by NAGPRA and are curated at several institutions. The majority are the National Park 
Service’s Southeast Archeological Center (SEAC) in Tallahassee, which held an unspecified 
number of skeletal remains representing at least 128 individuals as of 2005. Access to collections 
at SEAC is limited to tribal representatives and researchers with legitimate research programs and 
requires the approval of the park superintendent. As of 2005, no research projects have been 
conducted with the human remains from Mammoth Cave National Park in the SEAC collections. 
One mummified individual removed from a cave prior to creation of the park is curated at the 
University of Kentucky, and a small number of skeletal specimens were held in the park curatorial 
facility but as of 2011 no human remains or associated funerary objects were curated on-site. Tribal 
representatives conveyed concerns about the depiction of the remains of Native Americans in 
public literature about the park (Applegate 2011; Western Kentucky University 2005a, 2005b, 2008).  

Previous consultations indicate there are other ethnographic resources in the park of signifi-
cance to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. Tribal representatives noted that Cherokee artisans 
often use river cane in their work and are interested in maintaining traditional sources of the raw 
material. The tribe would like to collaborate with the park to do research on the effects of fire on 
river cane stands. Tribal representatives also expressed an interest in having students from the tribe 
do internships at the park with a focus on archeological resources and/or caves and springs (Apple-
gate 2011). Cave and springs are viewed as doorways to the underworld in the Cherokee belief 
system (Carroll 2017).  

Table 16 lists potential informants for the federally recognized tribes with whom the park consults. 

Table 16. Potential Informants for Federally Recognized Tribes. 
Individual Affiliation / Position Contact Information  

Richard Allen Cherokee Nation / Policy Analyst rallen@cherokee.org, (918) 453-5466 

Bill Anoatubby Chickasaw Nation / Chief chickasaw@fivecivilizedtribes.org, (580) 436-2603 

Ben Barnes Shawnee Tribe / 2nd Chief and THPO benbarnes@gmail.com, (918) 542-2441 

Brett Barnes Eastern Shawnee / THPO bbarnes@estoo.net, (918) 238-5151 

Joe H. Bunch United Keetoowah Band / Chief jbunch@ukb-nsn.gov, (918) 431-1818 

Edwina Butler-Wolfe Absentee Shawnee / Governor edwinab@astribe.com, (405) 275-4030 

Devon Frazier Absentee Shawnee / THPO 106NAGPRA@astribe.com, (405) 275-4030 

Lynne Harlan Eastern Band / Public Liaison birdharl@nc-cherokee.com, (828) 497-7076 

Richard Sneed Eastern Band / Chief richsnee@nc-cherokee.com, (828) 359-7002 

Chuck Hoskin, Jr. Cherokee Nation / Chief and THPO communications@cherokee.org, (918) 453-5000 

Jeremy Hyatt Eastern Band / Operations Secretary jerehyat@nc-cherokee.com, (828) 497-7003 

 

mailto:rallen@cherokee.org
mailto:chickasaw@fivecivilizedtribes.org
mailto:benbarnes@gmail.com
mailto:bbarnes@estoo.net
mailto:jbunch@ukb-nsn.gov
mailto:edwinab@astribe.com
mailto:106NAGPRA@astribe.com
mailto:birdharl@nc-cherokee.com
mailto:richsnee@nc-cherokee.com
mailto:communications@cherokee.org
mailto:jerehyat@nc-cherokee.com
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Table 16. Potential Informants for Federally Recognized Tribes (continued).  
Individual Affiliation / Position Contact Information  

Kirk Perry Chickasaw Nation / HP Executive Officer  kirk.perry@chickasaw.net, (580) 272-5325 

Ron Sparkman Shawnee Tribe / Chief rondede1@gmail.com, (918) 542-2441 

Ashleigh Stephens Eastern Band / Chief of Staff ashlstep@nc-cherokee.com, (828) 359-7007 

Russell Townsend Eastern Band / THPO russtown@nc-cherokee.com, (828) 554-6851 

Glenna J. Wallace Eastern Shawnee / Chief gjwallace@estoo.net, (918) 666-2435 

Whitney Warrior United Keetoowah Band / HP Director wwarrior@ukb-nsn.gov, (918) 871-2800 

Euro-American Descendants 

Many early Euro-American settlers in the upper Green River drainage were German, Scotch-
Irish, English, Dutch, and Welsh immigrants who moved to lands that would become Kentucky 
from Maryland and Pennsylvania via Virginia or the Carolinas (Lafferty 2005). According to local 
historian Cyrus Edwards (1913, 1916), in the upper Green River drainage Euro-Americans settled 
the lands north of the river more extensively, and in many cases at earlier dates, than to the south. 
The Native American presence south of the river was more substantial than that to the north, and 
Native peoples posed a threat to the safety of early settlers (Edwards 1913, 1916). Further, “the 
area south of Green River in the ‘Barrens’ had fewer settlers than other sections of the country. 
This large, treeless plain was at first thought to be ‘unfit for cultivation,’ but in time proved to be 
some of the best farmland in the region” (Davis 1994:20). The lack of timber for firewood was 
another deterrent to settlers (McBride and McBride 2008). It also is possible that the comparative 
lack of surface water in the sinkhole plain of the Barrens discouraged settlement by Euro-Americans.  

Initial settlement of the Mammoth Cave area began in the late 1770s-early 1780s. At this time 
Kentucky was a county/counties within the state of Virginia. In 1779 and 1784 the Virginia State 
Assembly designated Kentucky lands for Revolutionary War veterans, though many settlers were 
not veterans. One of the earliest Euro-American settlers was Charles M. Thruston, who patented a 
Certificate of Settlement for 400 acres located at “Green River & Nolelinn [Nolin] Creek; .5 mile 
below the station on said creek; in the Barrens” (Commonwealth of Kentucky 2006:3). His warrant 
likely was recorded in 1779 or 1780. Given the type of warrant, Thruston must have resided on, 
improved, and cultivated this property prior to 1 January 1778 to meet the minimum requirements 
of the warrant program. Further, his land was situated on the south side of the Green River, given 
it was located in “the Barrens” and Virginia Certificates of Settlement were warranted in the 
military district south of the river. It is also significant that the warrant referenced the existence of 
a station (fort), apparently along the Nolin River on the north side of the Green River, by about 
1780. Thruston’s track would have been located in or near the western part of the park. A check 
of the 1790 reconstructed Kentucky census, however, does not list anyone by the name of Thruston 
or Thurston in then Lincoln or Nelson counties, Virginia (Applegate 2007).  

Few Revolutionary War warrants were patented before Kentucky became a state in June 1792. 
One notable exception in the park vicinity was James Sturgeon, a Revolutionary War veteran who 
patented a 200-acre military claim in the fall of 1790. It was located in a solution valley between 
Northtown and Green River, immediately east of the park. Sturgeon family members who resided 
on lands that became the park are descended from James Sturgeon (Applegate 2007, Edwards 1916). 

mailto:kirk.perry@chickasaw.net
mailto:rondede1@gmail.com
mailto:ashlstep@nc-cherokee.com
mailto:russtown@nc-cherokee.com
mailto:gjwallace@estoo.net
mailto:wwarrior@ukb-nsn.gov


MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 336 

European settlement in the Mammoth Cave area increased through the 1790s. In the Nolin 
River drainage around the Edmonson-Hart county line, the road now known as State Route 1827 
that runs north of the park to Cub Run, was established circa 1793 (Figure 47). Also in 1793, 
Joseph Logsdon established a farmstead on the Nolin River near its confluence with Cane Run. It 
was not determined if he is the ancestor of Logsdon family members who were dispossessed by 
park creation. Additional families who settled in Nolin River-Cane Run area in the 1790s were 
Caswell, Croghan, Hodges, Johnston, Lively, and Reynolds (Childress et al. 1981, Davis 1994).  

Figure 47. Map Showing Locations of Early Euro-American Settlers in the 
Nolin River Area (Childress et al. 1981). 

Figure 48. Map Showing Locations of 1796 Surveys 
East of the Park (Lawler 2005). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Euro-American settlement north of Green River continued under the Kentucky land program. 
In 1798 Solomon Kessinger (a.k.a. Kesinger, Kasinger, Kassinger, Kisinger) settled on Cane Run, 
followed two years later by John Hill Craddock on Cub Run Creek. John Durbin established a 
farmstead on Big Dog Creek in 1802. Farmsteads were established by the Cottrell and Meredith 
families in the 1810s (Figure 47). Joseph Meredith and his wife Nancy Skaggs were the first 
members of the family to arrive in The Forks (Section 3.3.13). Nancy’s mother, Lucinda Thomp-
son, had Cherokee ancestry. It is commonly said that, except for Van Meters and Sanders, most 
people who lived from Dog Creek to Dismal Rock are descendants of the Merediths. Marriages 
were common among these families (Childress et al. 1981, Warnell 1997).  

Research by Lafferty (2005) revealed that three Kentucky land certificates were filed in 1796 
on the south side of Green River, immediately east of the park and north of James Sturgeon’s 
homeplace (Figure 48). Joshua Crump purchased a 100-acre tract and George Coats and William 
Cann each purchased 200-acre tracts adjoining the river. There is no evidence the men knew each 
other prior to settling south of the river (Lafferty 2005). Joshua Crump was the first sheriff of Hart 
County when it formed in 1819. George Coats, a slave holder, was the 26th wealthiest of over 600 
taxpayers in Hart County in 1820. Their tracts were among few in Hart County evaluated as second 
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rate at the time (with none judged as first rate). Members of the Crump and Coats families who 
resided on lands that became the park are descended from these settlers (Applegate 2007). 

Euro-American families began settling park lands at this time. Formerly of Amherst County, 
Virginia, brothers Charles (b. 1750-1759, d. 1852), John (d. 1837), and Francis (b. 1765) Houchin 
settled south of Green River in 1797, and one of them or Charles’ son John Decatur “Johnny Dick” 
Houchin (1788-1873) often is credited with rediscovering Mammoth Cave (Houchens 2001, 
National Park Service 2015a). A popular story is that a Houchin found the historic entrance while 
pursuing a bear in 1798, 1802, or 1809 (Olson 2017), though by 1809 the cave had already been 
mined for saltpeter for years. In 1798 Valentine Simons/Simmons filed a deed in the Warren 
County courthouse for a parcel of land on the south bank of Green River containing two saltpeter 
caves, the first written reference to what are now known as Mammoth and Dixon caves (National 
Park Service 2015a). 

The Doyle or Doyel (a.k.a., Doyal, Doil) family, for whom several natural landscape features 
like Doyle’s Ford on Green River are named, was among the earliest Euro-Americans to settle 
near Mammoth Cave. In 1799 Gregory C. Doyel (1766-1846), a slave owner, and Martha (Gott) 
Doyel (1763 or 1768-1840) of Rowan County, North Carolina settled in a bend on Green River 
near Ugly Creek. According to tax records, in 1802 Gregory C. Doyel owned 700 acres of land, a 
sizeable amount at the time. After Martha died in 1840, Gregory married the considerably younger 
Drucilla/Drusilla Estes (1816-1886) but he died six years later and was buried in the family 
cemetery on the farmstead, now known as Holton Cemetery (Section 3.4.13) (Edmonson County 
Historical Society 1989, Hobbs 2007a, Warnell 1997).  

Gregory C. Doyel’s will provides interesting insights into agrarian life in the Mammoth Cave 
area during the Antebellum period. At that time he owned two enslaved persons, Silvey/Sylvia and 
Jonathan. Buildings on his farmstead included the dwelling house, kitchen, meat house, cribs, 
barns, and fences. Among the household furnishings were feather beds, bed stands, clock, cup-
board, cupboard ware, iron kettle and skillet, brass kettle and oven, bible, and other books. The 
farmstead had a garden, wheat patch, turnip patch, apple orchard, peach orchard, cotton patch, 
sugar orchard (grove of sugar maple trees), and woodland lots. Livestock included horses, cattle, 
hogs, and sheep (Hobbs 2007a).  

The Doyel farmstead passed to eldest son Samuel Doyel (b. 1785 or 1786, d. 1860-1870) because 
Gregory Doyel’s first wife was deceased and his second wife relinquished her rights in exchange 
for her dowry. Samuel inherited Silvey/Sylvia and his brother, Rev. Richard Gott Doyel (1794-
1865), inherited and freed Jonathan, the two enslaved members of the household. Jonathan Doyel 
is credited with discovering Proctor Cave. Richard Gott Doyel served as the first Justice of the 
Peace of Edmonson County. He was a school teacher before becoming a Baptist minister, despite 
his parents being Cumberland Presbyterian, preaching at Cedar Spring, Little Hope, New Hope, 
Little Jordan, and Cane Spring churches (Section 3.4.17). In 1886 Samuel’s son, Rev. Richard C. 
Doyel (1822-1894), and his wife, Nancy Catherine (Estes) Doyel (b. 1826), donated two acres 
from the Doyel farm for Little Jordan United Baptist Church, where he preached, and Little Jordan 
School. The Doyel farm remained in the family for 112 years before it was purchased for the park 
in 1935 (Edmonson County Historical Society 1989, Hobbs 2007a, Warnell 1997). 
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Other members of the family include Dr. Sutton Doyel (1833-1901), 
another son of Samuel Doyel, who was excluded from Little Jordan United 
Baptist Church for refusing to name a patient who was shot stealing corn, the 
church for which his brother donated land (Figure 49). One of Rev. Richard C. 
Doyel’s sons, George Washington Doyel, married Alice Cerepta (Jones) Doyel, 
who was the daughter of Jacob and Rachel (Wilborn) Jones. They owned a farm 
near the northeast park entrance that includes Sand Cave and an extant house 
and barn. Bee/Bea Doyel, who owned the Jones farm at the time of park acqui-
sition, found Floyd Collins trapped in Sand Cave in 1925 (Edmonson County 
Historical Society 1989, Hobbs 2007a, Warnell 1997). 
Figure 49. Undated Photograph of Dr. Sutton and Amanda “Alice” (Tinsley) Doyel (www.findagrave.com). 

 
Another example of a founding Euro-American family that became prominent in the area is 

the Sanders family of The Forks. The family, which included several successful business owners, 
government officials, and civic leaders, was established by John Swadden Sanders (1776-1856) 
and Martha “Patty” (Daugherty) Sanders, who settled in the Dog Creek area in 1804 in their third 
year of marriage (Figure 47). They had five sons and two daughters: Elias, John Daugherty, 
Samuel, George W., Stephen, Elizabeth, and Maria (Downs 1989, Edmonson County Historical 
Society 1989, Warnell 1997, Whittle 1930).  

The Sanders family allegedly had a connection to the famous Lincoln family. 

The descendants of John Swadden Sanders cherish the family tradition that he came to 
the wilderness of The Forks and made [his] home on eight hundred acres of land which 
he “took up” on the headwaters of Dog Creek near the Buzzard Roost, where he lived 
and died and was buried, and that Tom Lincoln settled a few miles to the west in the 
same neighborhood on Longfall, where the future President was born and spent the first 
several years of his childhood. They love to tell of how Mordecai Lincoln, the oldest 
son cheated his younger brother, Tom Lincoln, out of all of the property which their 
father owned at his death; how Tom Lincoln was a shiftless sort of ne’er-do-well but a 
good hand with an ax and a good neighbor; and how Elias Sanders, Oldest son of John 
Sanders, as well as the second son, John D. (Jack Sanders, who was born April 29, 
1809, eleven weeks after Abraham Lincoln was born), were playmates of the future 
President, the families being nearest neighbors to one another. This is a family tradition 
handed down by Uncle Jack Sanders, who died April 23, 1855 and is not derived from 
any extraneous study they have made of the characters concerned (Whittle 1930:3). 

Samuel “Sammie” Sanders, Jr. established another Sanders line in The Forks (Figure 47). He 
and his wife, Nancy (Wilton) Sanders, removed from the Lynn Camp Creek area of Hart County 
and settled near Nolin River in about 1815. Their son John W. “Johnnie” Sanders and his wife 
Mary “Polly” (Meredith) Sanders resided on a 225-acre farm on Briar Creek. In 1830 John and 
24 other local residents established the Nolin United Baptist Church in his home, and John and 
Mary Sanders later donated one acre of land for a meeting house. John and Mary had ten children, 
most of whom also resided in the county (Downs 1989, Edmonson County Historical Society 1989). 

Another early Euro-American family in the Mammoth Cave area was Blair, established when 
Henry Blair settled in The Forks section in 1809. Seven families resided in the park at the time of 

https://www.findagrave.com/
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its creation, including A.W. Blair with two tracts totaling 303 acres at the Ugly Creek-Green River 
confluence and on Flint Ridge. One of several natural landscape features named for the family, 
Blairs Knob near , is of particular importance (Warnell 1997, Whittle and Whittle 1929[2003]). 
Recalling the wide vistas it afforded of schools, churches, and farms, Nora Blair said “I walked up 
to the top of that knob many times in my younger days, and I often go back over the same trail in 
my memory” (as quoted in Warnell 1997:138).  

Several lines of the Davis family settled in the Nolin River-Mammoth Cave area, one of the 
earliest was that of Edward (d. 1837) and Nancy (Holland) Davis. Their son, Robert M. Davis 
(1809-1867), owned a 380-acre farm on the north side of Green River opposite the cave, a tract 
owned by L.P. Dossey at the time of park creation. Another prominent line arriving later was that 
of Robert (1829-1865) and Eleanor (Miles) Davis, whose farm was at Buffalo on Green River. 
Twenty Davis family members owned property taken for the park, including descendants of both 
of these two Davis lines (Warnell 1997, Whittle and Whittle 1929[2003]).  

In total, over 500 families resided on property that was taken or slated for acquisition during the 
time period of park creation between 1925-1940 (Whittle and Whittle 1929[2003]), and the 
dispossessed and bordering families include 178 surnames (Table 17). Some families, as noted 
above, descended from the earliest Historic period Euro-American settlers to the region. Family 
tracts incorporated into the park ranged widely in size from one to one-thousand acres, with the 
majority less than one-hundred acres. Landowners included both males and females, Whites and 
Blacks, though most were Euro-American males.  

Phase I archival research and key informant interviews resulted in the identification of descen-
dants and former residents representing at least 17 families who are potential informants about Euro-
Americans who resided in the area that became the park (Table 18). Five were featured in the 
documentary Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home. Should they be contacted for Phase II or other 
ethnographic research, these individuals likely will be able to suggest additional potential informants.  

Some Euro-American descendants and former residents participate in an annual event held at 
the Mammoth Cave Hotel called Roots in the Cave. According to a Facebook group created in 
2014, Roots celebrates the families who lived on lands that now are part of the park. The online 
group has over 270 members. The November event provides “a gathering place for descendants of 
Mammoth Cave families to share genealogical information, stories, photos, and engaging conver-
sations.” Particular families are highlighted some years, with Davis, Sanders, and Lee featured 
recently. The program typically involves cave tours and surface trips to places of cultural signifi-
cance to the participants. As such, Roots provides a means to identify additional potential informants 
for this traditionally associated community, and the Facebook group is open with names of 
members listed (Roots in the Cave 2020).  

Given the large number of families who resided on park lands and growth in those families 
over subsequent generations, Euro-American descendants and former residents have the potential 
to be one of the largest groups traditionally associated with the park. However, this group faces 
the potential issues of informants aging out, being difficult to contact after moving from the area, 
or being less likely over time to know the family’s oral histories about the homeplace or to engage 
with the cultural resources in the park, though these issues are not necessarily unique to this group.  
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Table 17. Alphabetical Listing by County of 178 Surnames of Families Dispossessed for or 
Bordering Mammoth Cave National Park (from Whittle and Whittle 1929[2003]).  

Barren Co. 
Borden 
Coates 
Cox 
Doyel  
Doyle 
Estes 
Gardner 
Godby 
Monroe 
Neville 
Pointer 
Strange 
Whitaker 
Willis 
Hart Co. 
Adwell 
Anderson 
Barnes 
Bartley 
Bratcher 
Burnett 
Bush 
Cannon 
Coats 
Cooper 
Cox 
Curd 
Dennison 
Doyle 
Estes 
Garrison 
Geralds 
Glass 
Harper 
Highbaugh 

Holton 
Hunter 
Isenberg 
Johns 
Johnson 
Jones 
Key 
Lashley 
Leader 
Malone 
Mansfield 
McGavic 
Meredith 
Moulden 
Oliver 
O’Neal 
Pointer 
Rigdon 
Sells 
Short 
Skaggs 
Snyder 
Spearman 
Stewart 
Strange 
Sturgeon 
Tabscott 
Tooney 
Trulock 
Warms 
Whitlow 
Wilson 
Edmonson Co. 
Adwell 
Alexander 
Alford 

Barbee 
Barry 
Beckner 
Bewley 
Bird 
Blair 
Blanton 
Booker 
Bransford 
Brooks 
Brown 
Burnett 
Burns 
Burs 
Campbell 
Cardwell 
Carney 
Carrier 
Carroll 
Carter 
Clark 
Coates 
Compton 
Constant 
Conway 
Cook 
Coomer 
Cox 
Crenshaw 
Cross 
Crump 
Davis 
Dawes 
Daws 
Demunbrun 
Denham 

Dennison 
Deweese 
Dossey 
Doyle 
Egneau 
Elmore 
Emerson 
Estes 
Evans 
Ferguson 
Fitzgerald 
France 
Furlong 
Gaddis 
Ganter 
Garvin 
Gentry 
Geralds 
Gilbert 
Gipson 
Glass 
Gore 
Hanson 
Harper 
Hawkins 
Herron 
Higginbotham 
Hogan 
Holton 
Houchin 
Howard 
Hunt 
Hunter 
Jacobs 
Jaggers 
James 

Johnson 
Jones 
Keith 
Kerr 
Kersey 
Key 
Kidwell 
Lane 
Lashley 
Lee 
Lindsey 
Logan 
Logsdon 
Luttrell 
Madison 
Mansfield 
Martin 
McCombs 
McDowell 
McGavic 
Meredith 
Merideth 
Merz 
Miles 
Mills 
Minton 
Minyard 
Mitchell 
Monroe 
Morris 
Morrison 
Napper 
Newton 
Pace 
Pardue 
Parker 

Parsley 
Poteet 
Priddy 
Ray 
Rich 
Rigdon 
Ritter 
Rountree 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Saling 
Sanders 
Sego 
Sells 
Simmons 
Skaggs 
Smith 
Spillman 
Stephens 
Stice 
Strange 
Stroud 
Sturgeon 
Thompson 
Tunks 
Turley 
Vass 
Vincent 
Webb 
Whittle 
Wilkins 
Williams 
Wilson 
Winchell 
Wood 
Woodson 
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Table 18. Potential Informants for Euro-American Descendants and Former Residents. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information 

Tommy Bolton Estes-Meredith descendant not publicly available 

Lewis D. Cutliff former resident not publicly available 

Greg Davis Davis descendant not publicly available 

E. Lee Davis Davis descendant not publicly available 

Peggy Emberton Davis-Miller descendant not publicly available 

Steven E. Furlong Charlet-Furlong descendant not publicly available 

Mary Alice Hanson former resident not publicly available 

Ronald Hanson Hanson-Doyle descendant not publicly available 

Jeff Houchins Houchins descendant not publicly available 

Tommy Houchin Houchin descendant not publicly available 

Reggie Jaggers Jaggers descendant not publicly available 

Farrell James James descendant not publicly available 

Charlotte Kleier Webb descendant not publicly available 

Alicia Jenkins-Graham Houchins-Meredith descendant not publicly available 

Daniel Lee former resident not publicly available 

John “Jack” LeSieur Sanders descendant john.lesieur@wku.edu 

Johnny Merideth Meredith descendant johnny.merideth@nps.gov 

Judith M. Myers Houchins-Meredith descendant not publicly available 

Janelle Ray Houchins descendant not publicly available 

Nelson Sanders Sanders descendant not publicly available 

Norman Warnell Johnson descendant not publicly available 

Charles D. Williams Williams descendant not publicly available 

Ruth Carol Woodrum Sanders descendant not publicly available 

 
 
African American Descendants 

Most African American families are descended from individuals enslaved in the region. 
According to Martin (1988), early Euro-American settlers in the Pennyrile culture area often 
operated farms and manufacturing enterprises with the assistance of enslaved persons and, 
consequently, slave ownership increased over time. In Barren County, for example, the percentage 
of enslaved people in the population increased from 9% in 1800 to 15% in 1810. Most farms could 
be successfully run with one to four enslaved individuals. During this early time period, by law 
enslaved persons were considered real estate and valued at about $250-$400 each (Martin 1988). 
In the Postbellum subperiod, there was an outward migration of African Americans from the 
Pennyrile. Many former enslaved persons left farms and plantations for employment in urban 
centers (McBride and McBride 2008). Several families remained in the Mammoth Cave area. 

mailto:john.lesieur@wku.edu
mailto:johnny.merideth@nps.gov
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In Mammoth Cave and the immediate area, African Americans settlement paralleled that of 
Euro-Americans temporally and spatially (Sections 3.1 and 3.5.5). As such, their presence dates 
to the late 18th century. Their lives and livelihoods were linked closely to Mammoth and other 
caves. “The region’s caves played an important role in the economy by employing many blacks” 
(DiBlasi 1991:11). Enslaved persons worked in the saltpeter mining and niter making industry. 
African Americans before and after emancipation worked in the tourism industry that followed, 
most visibly as tour guides but also in guest services. The latter included David Brown, Sutton 
Doyel, Louis and Shelby Garvin, Ed Hawkins, Albert Jackson, Van and Willie Carl Smith, 
Henderson Sneed, George Thompson, and Luther Wing. Some who remained in the area farmed 
or did manual labor, several owned and operated businesses related to cave tourism off the 
Mammoth Cave Estate, and some worked in hospitality or maintenance for the Park Service after 
park creation (Warnell 1997).  

At the time of park creation, a cluster of African American families – including Bransford, Smith, 
and Hunter – was located in the Three Springs vicinity on western-southwestern Flint Ridge. This 
“moderately prosperous community … where many guides lived … was residentially integrated, 
and there was little social or economic difference between African American and white neighbors” 
(Algeo 2012:399). Of the Flint Ridge families, one the best known, and one of the better docu-
mented in archival sources (e.g., Lyons 2006), is Bransford, who gained prominence through Nick 
and Mat Bransford and their descendants who were cave guides beginning in the 19th century.  

Nick and Mat Bransford, who were not brothers, were brought to Mammoth Cave in 1838, 
leased/purchased by Franklin Gorin and later Dr. John Croghan from Thomas Bard Bransford and 
his son Col. Thomas Lewis Bransford of Nashville and Glasgow. They were two of three African 
Americans, the third being Stephen Bishop, to join the then all-White guide force. They also 
participated in cave exploration and tour route development (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006). 

The son of a blacksmith named Joe, Nicholas “Nick” Bransford (d. 1895) may have been a 
tradesman. He and his first wife had two daughters: Hannah, who married neighbor William 
Garvin, another African American tour guide, and Annie, who married a Brown. Nick’s second 
marriage was to Charlotte Bishop, the widow of Stephen Bishop. Nick Bransford donated the land 
on which Mammoth Cave Colored School was built (Lyons 2006). 

Mulatto Materson “Mat” Bransford was born in 1815 to Thomas Bard Bransford and an 
enslaved woman named Hannah Little (Figure 40). He married Parthena Coates (b. 1820?), who 
was owned by a slaveholder living about two miles from Mammoth Cave. They lived on Parthena’s 
owner’s property in a house that Mat built and had at least four children (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006, 
www.findagrave.com). In about the 1850s, two daughters and one son were sold by Parthena’s 
owner to other enslavers named Shaw and Coates. Several years later Mat told a Mammoth Cave 
visitor that the ordeal nearly killed his wife and she “went roun kind o’ crazy like, for long time” 
(Rusling 1864:6). However, divorced daughter Josephine Bransford (1846-1925) and son Thomas 
Bransford (1849-1894) are listed as living in Mat and Parthena’s Edmonson County household in 
the 1880 census, indicating they either were reunited with their parents or their familial relation-
ships were enumerated incorrectly. Son Henry Bransford (1845-1894) remained in the Mammoth 
Cave area throughout his life, residing next to his parents in 1880. Mat Bransford died in 1885 and 
is buried in Bransford Cemetery on Flint Ridge, along with other family members (Algeo 2012, 
Lyons 2006, Rusling 1864, www.findagrave.com).  

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Henry Bransford married Alice G. (Coats) Bransford (1843-1923) and they had at least six 
children: Mary J. (b. 1870?), Lizlie or Lizzie (b. 1872?), Louis (1872-1948), Rev. Charles William 
(1874-1958), John Henry (1878-1934), and Matt Warren (1880-1860). At the time of park creation, 
the four brothers (Figure 50), Mat’s grandsons, owned tracts ranging from 16 to 75 acres in size 
on the north and south sides of Flint Ridge Road (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006, Whittle 1929[2003], 
www.findagrave.com).  

Figure 50. 1920s Photograph of Brothers Charles William, Louis, John Henry, and Matt Warren Bransford (Ohlson 2006). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also living on Flint Ridge at the time of park creation were Will Bransford, Elzie Bransford, 
and Arthur Bransford, all of whom were grandsons of Mat Bransford. The former two owned small 
tracts of two to four acres. William “Will” Bransford (1866-1934) was the son of Josephine and a 
White neighbor. Elzie Louis Bransford (1898-1957) was the son of Louis and Leana (Brown) 
Bransford. Arthur/Arther Bransford’s (1896-1977) parents were John Henry and Julia Ann 
(Brown) Bransford (Lyons 2006, Whittle 1929[2003], www.findagrave.com). 

Among their contributions in the Mammoth Cave area, the Bransford family is known 
primarily for their service as cave guides, five generations of guides. Patriarchs Mat and Nick each 
guided for about 50 years. “According to an 1860 guidebook on Mammoth Cave, Mat had walked 
an aggregate of 50,000 miles underground by the time he was 37” (Ohlson 2006:19). Nick’s son-
in-law William Garvin was a long-time guide. Mat’s son Henry not only guided for at least 22 
years, but he also worked for the Mammoth Cave Mushroom Company tending crops in the cave. 
Henry’s son Matt Bransford started working at Mammoth Cave in 1897 carrying lunches for visitors 
on cave tours. After eight years he began guide training, and over time he developed a reputation 
as a skilled interpreter. He retired in 1937, having walked what he estimated to be 4.5 times the 
circumference of the Earth through the cave passageways (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006, Ohlson 2006, 
Schmitzer 1996).  

Mat’s grandson Will started guiding tours in 1887 or 1888 and became head guide by 1917. He 
also did cave exploration; Bransford Avenue is named in his honor. Mat’s great-grandsons Elzie 
Louis Bransford and Arthur/Arther Bransford also worked in the guide service. Other fourth gen-

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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eration Bransford guides were Clifton (1906-1996), Elzie’s brother and the son of Louis and Leana; 
George (b. 1901), son of Charles William and Henrietta; and Eddie (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006).  

Henry’s son Louis Bransford had a lifelong career as a cave guide, retiring in 1939, the last of 
the third generation of Bransfords to put down the lantern and torch stick (Lyons 2006). “The day 
Louis Bransford walked into the [guide] office and turned in his key to the iron door guarding Mam-
moth Cave’s entrance marked the end of 101 continuous years of Bransford guides at Mammoth 
Cave. His departure did not symbolize the end of an era, but the end of a way of life” (Lyons 2006: 
61). The Park Service did not hire African American guides when it assumed control of the park two 
years later (Lyons 2006), likely due to racist policies at the agency at the time (Ohlson 2006).  

In 2004, after a gap of 65 years, Jerry Bransford became the 
fifth generation of the family to work as a guide in Mammoth 
Cave (Section 3.5.5). The great-great-grandson of Mat Brans-
ford, Jerry is the son of David Crockett (1914-2003) and Anna 
Bransford and the grandson of John Henry and Julia Ann Brans-
ford. Since 2018, Jerry Bransford has led a fundraising cam-
paign to place a memorial to the Bransford family in Bransford 
Cemetery on Flint Ridge. “The Bransford Family helped to 
explore and establish Mammoth Cave as a national treasure in 
the face of hardship. To honor their sacrifice, we hope to build 
a memorial at the family’s graveyard, immortalizing their place 
in the cave’s history” (Bransford 2018:1). 

Contributions of the Bransford family 
went beyond cave guiding. In about 1921, 
Matt and Zemmie Uella (Lewis) Bransford 
(1882-1965) opened a hotel on a 47-acre 
parcel of their 75-acre Flint Ridge farmstead 
spanning Great Onyx Road. Bransford 
Summer Resort was in the couple’s con-
verted 14-room home (Figure 51). Guests – 
Black tourists solicited directly by the pro-
prietors, as well as employees of wealthy 
white tourists to Mammoth Cave – enjoyed 
cave tours, swimming and boating on Green 
River, and socializing on the hotel’s rural 
grounds (Algeo 2012, DiBlasi 1991).  

Figure 51. Circa 1921 Promotional Card for Bransford Summer Resort 
(Algeo 2012).  

Besides the importance of African American entrepreneurship that the hotel reflects, the busi-
ness was noteworthy because it “fostered tourism by middle- and working-class African Americans 
at a time when Jim Crow-era segregation laws pervaded all aspects of travel …[and] enabled access 
by African Americans to Mammoth Cave” at a time when African American tourists often were 
limited to segregated destinations, though cave tours and other guest services at Mammoth Cave 
were segregated (Algeo 2012:384). Mammoth Cave Hotel’s operator, Albert Janin, did not consider 
the Bransford Summer Resort to be a competitor, since it catered to a different group of guests. 
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Instead, because it served an untapped market of potential cave tourists, who otherwise might visit 
competitor Onyx Cave, Janin assisted the Bransfords with opening the hotel (Algeo 2012). 

According to Harry Smith (as cited by DiBlasi 1991:11), 
whose parents worked at the Bransford Summer Resort, “the 
hotel was a two-story frame structure; a hall with a red rug 
ran down the middle of the building, with rooms on either 
side. There was a porch across the front of the hotel, a dining 
room in the rear, and a separate kitchen.” A water well, 
outhouses, and apple and pear orchards were located on the 
property (Figures 51 and 52).  

Figure 52. Plan View Map of Bransford 
Summer Resort (DiBlasi 1991:11).  

Matt and Zemmie Bransford operated the hotel into the 
1930s. The Kentucky National Park Commission purchased 
the farmstead for $3,000, which included about $1,040 for the 
hotel and outbuildings and $1,960 for the land, the latter rate 
of about $26/acre about $9-$49 below the three appraised 
values. The couple moved to Cave City, where they tried, 
unsuccessfully, to open another hotel for Black tourists to the 
cave. The Bransford Summer Resort was razed when the 
national park was created (Algeo 2012, Lyons 2006, Ohlson 
2006). 

The significance of homeplace and how it is preserved is illustrated by the ways David Crockett 
Bransford, Sr., Jerry Bransford’s father, maintained connections to park resources after David’s 
father, John Henry, sold the Flint Ridge farm and relocated the family to Barren County.  

[David] started bringing his own family to the cave when they were small and told 
them about the farm on which he lived, his neighbors, the segregated school he 
attended and the extended family of Bransfords that had lived within walking 
distance for several generations. He talked to them about the Bransford guides – 
how they came to the cave as slaves and found new cave passages, while working 
side-by-side with white men. He told them about how they lived next door to white 
families and bought and sold land from and to white men. And he told them about 
how children went to a segregated school, but when the school day was over, they 
played with white children who lived on small farms scattered along the remote 
country roads. 

David also told his boys about the old hotel that burned down just before he was 
born and about the “new” old hotel that was built to take its place in the ‘20s. He 
told them about the little train, with its one engine and passenger car that sputtered 
up and down along the nine-mile track … (Lyons 2006:6). 

The story of a lesser known African American family on Flint Ridge, the Smiths, was briefly 
recounted by DiBlasi (1991). Their presence preceded park creation by at least three generations. 
Elmore “Elmo” Smith (1873-1951), born in Rowletts, married Callie (Tribble) Smith (1876-1944) 
of Mammoth Cave. They worked as the head waiter and head maid, respectively, at the Mammoth 
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Cave Hotel. Elmore Smith owned 15 acres near the Bransford brothers at the time of park creation. 
Elmore and Callie Smith are interred in Barlow Cemetery on Highway 70 west of the park. Their 
sons Van Edward Smith (1898-1940) and Willie Carl Smith, both of whom also resided on Flint 
Ridge, worked at Mammoth Cave in summer and repaired the Mammoth Cave Railroad or cleared 
land for farmers in winter (DiBlasi 1991, Whittle 1929[2003], www.findagrave.com).  

Van Edward Smith married Julia Ann (Page) Smith (1892-1974) of Brownsville and they had 
four children, one dying in infancy. Their homeplace was upslope of Colossal Cave, south of Flint 
Ridge Road. Both worked at the aforementioned Bransford Summer Resort, Van Edward as a 
waiter and Julia as a cook and laundress. Van Edward Smith was involved in the attempt to rescue 
Floyd Collins from entrapment in Sand Cave in 1925. In 1934 the family left Flint Ridge for 
Louisville. Van Edward Smith died six years later (DiBlasi 1991, www.findagrave.com). 

Dr. Harry L. Smith (1920-2012) was the son of Van Edward and Julia Smith and grandson of 
Elmore and Callie Smith. He worked for several years in the late 1930s with the African American 
CCC unit at the park. Malloy did not interview him as part of her CCC oral history project. Bishop 
Harry Smith became a long-haul truck driver and an Apostolic pastor who established a ministry 
in Louisville (DiBlasi 1991; Malloy 1987a, 1987b; www.findagrave.com).  

Harry Smith remembered his childhood home and described life on Flint Ridge in an interview 
with DiBlasi (1991) of the Cave Research Foundation. This information provides important 
insights into the everyday “above-ground” lives of former Black residents. The home of his 
parents, Van Edward and Julia Smith, 

consisted of two rooms and was of frame construction. The front room served as 
[a] living room, parlor and sleeping area; the rear room served as the kitchen and 
dining area as well as a place for family gatherings. In the center of the front room 
were several chairs, moved relative to the stove depending on the season, in which 
the elders sat. In the kitchen was a wood-burning stove. The loft, entered through a 
hole in the kitchen ceiling, was used primarily for canned goods storage. The inside 
walls were papered with newspaper, hung with flour paste. The floors were bare 
wood. The house sat on piers of sandstone, and large sandstone slabs were used for 
steps to each of the three doors. 

Just outside was a burning area and beyond that a small vegetable garden. Kitchen 
scraps were used as fertilizer or to feed the chickens. The outhouse was 200 ft. 
behind the house, near the bluff edge; when it was cleaned, the waste was deposited 
over the bluff. The house was only about 200 ft. from Arthur and Lena Bransford’s, 
and his uncle, Willie Carl Smith, lived just beyond. 

Behind Willie Carl Smith’s home was a small cave, in which food was stored and 
water was collected in a barrel. Water was rationed in the Smith household – 
Harry’s sister always got to bathe first, then he would use the same water. In the 
summer, ‘everybody was allowed to get water from Colossal Cave.’ Water was 
hauled out in buckets from a pool several thousand feet from the entrance. The 
caretaker, George Cline, lived in a house above the cave, large enough to 
accommodate overnight cave visitors. 

https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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Harry attended the Primitive Baptist church up Strawberry Valley near Three 
Springs. The church was normally attended by 25-30 black people, though 
occasionally a few white folks would come. Up the hill from the church was an all 
black graveyard. He also attended a one-room school by Three Springs (DiBlasi 
1991:10-11). 

The Smith family purchased supplies at several local stores, including Meredith Store on Flint 
Ridge near the former water storage tanks and Demunbrun Store at Mammoth Cave. Harry Smith 
recalled glass cases of candy at the latter store, and that “tourists at the store would ask Harry and 
the other black children to pose for pictures or to dance; each child would be given a nickel for a 
picture or a dance. Several active and former Mammoth Cave guides lived in the area. They would 
sit around Demunbrun’s Store and tell stories about caving and some of the famous people they 
had taken into the cave. Harry recalled Leo Hunt, Skyler [Schuyler] Hunt, and ‘an old Bransford’ 
(possibly Nick) who lived near Mammoth Cave” (DiBlasi 1991:11).  

Phase I archival research identified several African American descendants and former residents 
who are potential informants about the park (Table 19). Don Bransford was featured in the docu-
mentary Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home, and Jerry Bransford has been interviewed on 
numerous occasions by several individuals and institutions (e.g., Gerald Smith, Joy Medley Lyons, 
Western Kentucky University), especially about his family and his work as a park guide (Section 
3.5.5). Should they be contacted for Phase II or other ethnographic research, these individuals may 
be able to suggest additional potential informants.  

Table 19. Potential Informants for African American Descendants and Former Residents. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information 

Jerry R. Bransford Bransford descendant not publicly available 

Larry W. Bransford Bransford descendant not publicly available 

Michael L. Bransford Bransford descendant not publicly available 

Jeanne C. Schmitzer researcher not publicly available 

Phillip L. Shipley Bransford-Smith descendant not publicly available 

Gloria Smith Smith descendant not publicly available 

 
3.5.5  Legacy and Veteran Employees 

Legacy employees are current and former employees of Mammoth Cave National Park with 
relatives who also worked there spanning at least two generations. Veteran employees are those 
park employees who worked there for at least 40 years. In these respects, legacy and veteran 
employees meet the longevity criterion for traditional association with the park and are an 
associated group. Further, their work focuses on maintaining the integrity of park resources and 
public access to them. Their careers not only depend on the outcomes of long-term management 
decisions, but they often are involved in making those management decisions. Places and resources 
in the park can be highly significant to these employees and closely tied to their sense of 
professional purpose, like a particular tour route to an interpretive ranger, a remnant stand of 
chestnut trees to a park ecologist, or a standing structure to a park historian.  
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As with employee stakeholders (Section 3.3.8), some legacy and veteran park employees are/ 
were federal Park Service employees who /served in interpretation, law enforcement, and other 
roles at the park. Others are/were “civilian” employees fulfilling support and other roles for the 
park, such as administration and concessions. Many legacy and veteran employees have worked 
in more than one position in the park, and they therefore can offer different viewpoints and 
experiences from a comparative perspective. 

In addition, some legacy and veteran employees can provide diverse perspectives about the 
park based on their roles as employees and as members of other associated communities. Some 
employees, in particular, are descendants of families dispossessed or otherwise impacted by park 
creation. Therefore, information about them overlaps with narratives relevant to the descendant 
and descendant family group of associated peoples, as outlined in Section 3.5.4.  

For instance, Nick Tunks of Brownsville is an Edmonson County native who started with the 
Park Service in 1978 as seasonal cave guide and became a permanent guide in 1979. He served in 
law enforcement and resource management at the park until 1985, when he joined the U.S. Postal 
Service. In 1992 he became postmaster of the Mammoth Cave post office, retiring in 2012. His 
grandfather, Warner Tunks, and his step-grandfather, Henry Cochran, were seasonal cave guides 
in the 1960s, and his great-uncle, Martin Lloyd Cook, served as lookout in the Brooks Knob fire 
tower and district ranger at the park during his 40-year career. Nick Tunks is a member of the 
Mammoth Cave National Park Association (Section 3.5.7), serving as the organization’s designee 
for 2016 anniversary planning. His wife, Tina (Spainhoward) Tunks, also an Edmonson County 
native, worked at the park as a seasonal cave guide, later becoming a middle school teacher with 
Edmonson County Schools (Carson 2012). 

Phase I archival research identified one comprehensive ethnographic study about legacy and 
veteran employees at Mammoth Cave National Park. Björkman’s (2013) rangerlore project 
gathered workplace stories from these professionals, focusing on how they apply their diverse 
training background to an occupation with a unified mission, that of protecting and preserving park 
resources for visitors (Section 3.3.8). Another substantial archival resource is Lyons’ (2006) book 
on African American guides’ families in the Mammoth Cave area, which describes the work lives 
of the Bransford family including Jerry Bransford and other legacy and veteran guides. Warnell 
(1997) conveyed the stories of guides and other employees, such as W.O. “Oph” Blanton from the 
Temple Hill area, who was one of the first junior park wardens. 

Archival research identified 11 legacy and veteran employees of the park who are potential 
informants for Phase II or additional ethnographic research. All of them except Nick Tunks were 
interviewed about the occupational folk culture of park rangers by Björkman (2013). In addition 
to those narratives, the legacy and veteran employees likely can provide relevant information to 
park management about relationships with other associated groups, such as descendants and 
preservation organizations, as well as the park’s ethnographic resources that are important to them 
as a traditionally associated group and how those resources might be managed. Their contact 
information is provided in Table 20.  
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Table 20. Potential Informants for Legacy and Veteran Employees. 
Individual Position/Division Contact Information  

Jerry R. Bransford interpretation not publicly available 

Bobby C. Carson interpretation, natural resources, administration not publicly available 

Vickie T. Carson public relations not publicly available 

Lewis D. Cutliff interpretation not publicly available 

Joe Duvall interpretation not publicly available 

Henry T. Holman interpretation, law enforcement, administration not publicly available 

Daniel Lee interpretation not publicly available 

Johnny Meredith interpretation johnny.merideth@ nps.gov  

Keven C. Neff interpretation not publicly available 

Nicholas L. Tunks law enforcement, natural resources, postmaster not publicly available 

Mary Jo Veluzat maintenance not publicly available 

 
Five potential informants are legacy park employees, most of whom had nearly enough years 

of service to qualify as veteran employees, as well. In addition to ethnographic resources related 
to their own experiences as employees, those connected to their relatives’ service at the park – 
such as photographs, stories, park living quarters, and work spaces – are of potential significance 
to legacy employees. As described in the previous section, Jerry Bransford, a seasonal tour guide 
since 2004, is a fifth-generation Bransford family member to lead cave tours. Places along tour 
routes in the cave named after the Bransford family likely are significant for him. Lewis D. Cutliff 
worked as an interpretive ranger during most of his 36 years at Mammoth Cave National Park, 
from 1956 to 1992. His father, Lewis Lyman Cutliff, was a tour guide who famously co-discovered 
the preserved remains of an ancient Native American mineral miner in Mammoth Cave. It likely 
is among the ethnographic resources of significance to Lewis Cutliff, as are photographs of tour 
groups made by his grandfather, Robert Lewis “Bob” Cutliff, who ran the photography shop for 
the Mammoth Cave Estate. Cutliff’s mother, Lillian (McDaniel) Cutliff, uncles, aunts, and other 
relatives also worked at the hotel and in concessions for the estate or park (Björkman 2013). 

Daniel Lee worked at the park for 36 years, from 1948 to 1984, beginning as a seasonal tour 
guide. His legacy is through his grandfather, Thomas E. Lee, and Thomas’ brother-in-law, John L. 
Lee, who served as tour guides in the 1870s-1880s. Daniel’s father was a seasonal guide at New 
Entrance. Johnny Meredith has worked in interpretation at the park since starting as a seasonal 
guide in 1996. His legacy traces to a number of family members, including a great-grandfather 
who cleaned stairs at New Entrance, a great-great uncle who guided at Crystal Cave, a grandfather 
who helped build stairs from Green River to Great Onyx Cave, a great uncle who was a bus driver, 
and cousins who worked in concessions. Mary Jo (Kulesza) Veluzat is a legacy employee because 
her father, Joseph Kulesza, served as a ranger and, from 1971 to 1976, as park superintendent. He 
had a strong relationship with another traditionally associated group, the Cave Research Foundation 
(Section 3.5.7, Appendix D). Mary Jo Veluzat’s career at the park, culminating as assistant chief 
of maintenance, spanned more than three decades (Björkman 2013). 

mailto:johnny.merideth@nps.gov
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Six potential informants are veteran park employees, including Nick Tunks described above. 
During his 42 years at the park from 1976 to 2018 (minus a brief position in Denver), Bobby 
Carson worked as a tour guide, physical science technician, and chief of Science and Resource 
Management. The majority of Vickie Carson’s 40 years of service (1978-2018) were spent as 
public information officer for the park, though she initially served as a seasonal guide. Joe Duvall 
started at the park selling boat tour tickets in about 1955, but he spent most of his life-long career 
underground leading tours (Björkman 2013). 

Veteran employee Henry Holman began his long-term career at the park in 1968 when he 
worked on garbage detail for a contractor, at Job Corps, and in visitor center sales. His other 
positions at the park included tour guide, law enforcement ranger, and management assistant. 
Keven Neff started at the park as a seasonal guide in 1969 and spent most of his 47-year career as 
an interpretive ranger (Björkman 2013). He is knowledgeable about another traditionally associated 
group for the park, the Cave Research Foundation (Section 3.5.7, Appendix D). 

3.5.6  Gateway Communities 

Gateway communities are incorporated municipalities bordering the park along major access 
roads. There are three – Park City, Cave City, and Brownsville – through which visitors must pass 
to enter the park from the south, east, and west, respectively. The histories, traditions, and 
economies of these municipalities are closely though not exclusively tied to the park. There is no 
gateway community from the north. The locations of gateway communities is partly a result of 
geology, because there are only so many ridgetops to follow from certain directions to reach the 
big cave, especially in relation to major transportation routes in the past. 

Brownsville is the primary municipality in Edmonson County. Park City and Cave City are 
two of the three primary municipalities in Barren County. Though they are small cities, Park City 
and Cave City were and are “an integral part of Barren County development” (Henderson 
1982:10). They were established in large part because of their proximity to tourist attractions and 
their locations along two major north-south thoroughfares in the 19th and 20th centuries: US Route 
31W (formerly the Lower Louisville Turnpike or Dixie Highway) and the L&N Railroad (Sections 
3.4.19 and 3.4.20) (Henderson 1982, Kennedy and Macintire 2004). “Given the depth of the 20th 
century tourism related resources, Barren County could develop their economy based upon their 
historic tourism resources” such as Mammoth Cave National Park, other show caves, Wigwam 
Village and other midcentury motels (Section 3.4.3), residential architecture (Section 3.4.18), and 
agricultural vernacular architecture like historic barns (Figure 9) (Kennedy and Macintire 2004:49). 

The three gateway communities are traditionally associated groups for Mammoth Cave 
National Park. Their connections to the park span well beyond two generations, extending back 
150 years or more. The communities collectively view their existence in relation to the park and 
consider park resources to be significant to their identity. Cave City, for example, was formed 
intentionally to serve cave visitors, and some Brownsville residents were among the key 
proponents of park creation. Today Cave City bills itself online as the “home of Mammoth Cave 
National Park.” Given the significance assigned, the three gateway communities are vested in the 
integrity of park resources and the impacts of management decisions on those resources.  
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Archival resources for the gateway communities include county and state history books available 
in nearly all of the archives consulted during Phase I research. Some repositories have newsletters 
and other publications of county historical societies, which can be useful secondary sources. A few 
archives – most notably Western Kentucky University – have primary sources with information 
about gateway communities, such as city newspapers, city directories, and business records. Cave 
City maintains a fairly extensive web site (cavecity.com). No existing collections of informant 
interviews about the gateway communities were found during the course of archival research. 
Unfortunately, archival research provided few insights about what specific park resources may be 
significant to members of these three traditionally associated groups. 

Park City (a.k.a., Three Forks, Bell’s Station, Glasgow Junction) 

A small but important long-time local transportation hub, Park City was established with a post 
office in 1827 as Three Forks on the north-south road Phillips Trace. It was so named for sitting 
at the junction of the trace with two spur roads to Glasgow and Bardstown. The western route of 
the L&N Turnpike, later the Dixie Highway then Route 31W (Section 3.4.20), was constructed 
along the old trace and through Three Forks about one decade after its founding (Forte 2019).  

Postmaster William Bell owned a large plantation with a well-known ordinary [tavern] called 
Bell’s Tavern in the community (Section 3.4.3), so the neighborhood was also known as Bell’s 
Station. The L&N Railroad reached the community in 1859 and a spur line extending east to 
Glasgow was completed in 1863. Both lines provided passenger and freight service (Section 
3.4.20). The train depot was called Glasgow Junction owing to the intersection of these lines and 
the settlement took that name when it incorporated in 1871. 

Three Forks was the earliest point of departure for stage and later railroad passengers traveling 
north to Mammoth Cave from the major turnpike and railway in the area. The Mammoth Cave 
Parkway, now KY 255 (a.k.a., Park City Road, South Entrance Road), provided stagecoach access 
to the cave. The Mammoth Cave Railway spur line began service to the cave in 1886 (Section 
3.4.20). 

The name of the community was changed to Park City in 1938 to emphasize its gateway 
position to the national park and to distinguish it from Glasgow. In the late 1960s, Interstate 65 
was constructed just west of Park City with exits on both north- and south-bound lanes (Section 
3.4.20). Though Park City has played an important role supporting travel to Mammoth and other 
show caves in the area and its connection to Mammoth Cave spans a longer time frame by at least 
four decades, Park City did not experience the same level of economic and tourism development 
as did Cave City. It has remained a relatively small town, with a current population under 600.  

Currently, several small businesses continue to operate in the town center, and a small strip of 
new commercial enterprises has developed on KY-255 east of I-65. The number of businesses and 
attractions in Park City catering to visitors continues to be far fewer than those associated with the 
largest of the three gateway communities, Cave City. Restaurants include Miss Betty’s Diner, 
Mammoth Railway Café, and Esters Farm Café and Catering. Lodging accommodations in Park 
City are Rockcastle Lodge (formerly Park Mammoth Lodge), Bailey’s, and Grand Victorian Inn 
(formerly Renfro or Metz Hotel, Section 3.4.3). Bell’s Tavern (Section 3.4.3) and Rockcastle 
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Shooting Center are current attractions in Park City. Mammoth Cave visitors may worship at Park 
City Baptist Church, Zion Hill Baptist Church, and Park City United Methodist Church. 

The Special Collections Library at Western Kentucky University curates 38 collections and 
items about the community. For example, an 1879 Beers & Lanagan map of Barren County (with 
an inset for Glasgow Junction) shows land owners and lists local businesses. A large 1906 portrait 
depicts the John Eugene and Ophelia (Self) Doyel/Doyle family. A small collection of 1926 photo-
graphic negatives depict of James “Uncle Jim” and George Ann (Ballenger) “Aunt Ann” Hayden  

of Glasgow Junction. He drove the stagecoach to Mammoth Cave before 
the Mammoth Cave Railway was built. Members of the African American 
family (Figure 53), the Mammoth Cave dinky train, the Hayden house, 
and the Edward Ballenger house are among the images. 1940s photo-
graphs of two former Park City schools, the Denton School (an extant 
one-room school) and Baulch Junior School (Section 3.4.5) depict students 
and buildings. A 1959 manuscript by Pauline Hazelip describes stories 
and incidents related to the town based on interviews with nine members 
of the Barrick, Burnette, Doyle, Hatcher, Hazelip, and Holmes families. 
There are marketing brochures for Diamond Caverns and the former 
Kentucky Reptile Garden.  

 

 

Figure 53. 1926 Photograph of Jim and Ann Hayden on the Porch of Their Glasgow Junction 
Home with Two Grandchildren and Roy and Mildred Morningstar (WKU Special Collections 
Library). 

Potential informants for Phase II or future ethnographic research on the Park City gateway 
community include local officials, business owners, and residents (Table 21). 

Table 21. Potential Informants for the Park City Gateway Community. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Bobby Ray Bunnell city clerk cityhall@parkcity.ky.gov 

Kevin Carney commissioner kcarney@mammothcavelodge.com 

Gary Carroll business owner 5 Old Dixie Highway, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 590-1935 

Karin Baldwin-Carroll business owner 5 Old Dixie Highway, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 590-1935 

Gabe Esters business owner estersfarm@gmail.com 

Woody Gardner city attorney 117 E. Washington Street #1, Glasgow, KY 42141, (270) 651-8884 

Shawn Hayden commissioner P.O. Box 304, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 749-5695 

Chad Hogan commissioner P.O. Box 304, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 749-5695 

David Lyons former mayor not publicly available 

Vonn Parsley commissioner P.O. Box 304, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 749-5695 

Dylan Perkins resident not publicly available 

Larry Poteet mayor P.O. Box 304, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 749-5695, 
mayor@parkcity.ky.gov 

Ronnie Stinson fire chief P.O. Box 304, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 749-5695 

Betty Swigger business owner 24130 Louisville Road, Park City, KY 42160, (270) 544-7616 

mailto:cityhall@parkcity.ky.gov
mailto:kcarney@mammothcavelodge.com
mailto:estersfarm@gmail.com
mailto:mayor@parkcity.ky.gov
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Cave City 

Established in 1853 and incorporated in 1866, Cave City provides access to the park from the 
east along KY-70 (a.k.a., Cave City Road, East Entrance Road, Mammoth Cave Road), a state 
route named in the late 1920s as part of the Kentucky state highway system. Rather than 
developing organically, Cave City was a planned resort town intended to serve Mammoth Cave 
visitors. Local resident Thomas T. Duke, who owned the 342.5 acres upon which the town was 
platted, is credited with the idea for the municipality. In October 1853 he sold the land for $6,850 
with a profit of over $5,000 to a group of four Louisville land speculators led by John H. Graham 
and incorporated as the Knob City Land Company (Lera 2009).  

By 1859, the L&N Railroad was constructed through Cave City, 
spurring growth of the municipality. By the 1860s, the town had a 
variety of civic services and commercial enterprises including a post 
office, school, telegraph office, train depot, church, three general 
stores, three saloons, two drug stores, two smithys, two physicians, 
two attorneys, hotel, wagon shop, jewelry store/watchmaker, tobacco 
warehouse, and Masonic Hall. During the late 19th century, Cave City 
was the main conduit for shipping the county’s commodities, 
especially oil, to national markets (Henderson 1982, Lera 2009).  

In the early 20th century, some residents of Cave City 
advocated for and contributed to creation of Mammoth Cave 
National Park. Business owners, in particular, recognized the 
potential financial benefits that would accompany formation of a 
national park so close to Cave City. In fact, they actively lobbied 
for the eastern park boundary to come within one mile of town 
(Figure 54). Though that did not materialize, creation of the park 
did indeed provide economic benefits to Cave City. 

Figure 54. September 23, 1926 Glasgow Times Newspaper 
Article about Park Formation (www.so-ky.com).  

In the late 1960s, Interstate 65 was constructed on the west side of Cave City (Carlyle 1999), 
pulling business development in that direction. Cave City currently is the most populous of the 
gateway communities with a population of about 2,400. The largest concentration of businesses 
and tourist attractions catering to park visitors is located along Highway 70 or Mammoth Cave 
Road linking the city and the park (Sections 3.3.3, 3.3.17, 3.4.3, and 3.4.19). Other than a number 
of national chains, restaurants in Cave City include Watermill, Sahara Steak House, The Dog 
Pound, The Bar-B-Que Pit, Bucky Bees BBQ, and El Mazatlán, and lodging includes Wigwam 
Village Inn, Caveland Motel, Star Motel, Holiday Inn, and OYO Hotel. Cave City attractions are 
Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park, Dinosaur World, Kentucky Action Park, Treasure Trove Park, JB’s 
Haunted Mansion, Guntown Mountain, Mammoth Cave Wildlife Museum, Crystal Onyx Cave, 
and Raven’s Cross Escape Games. Cave City Baptist Church, Owens Chapel Baptist Church, Cave 
City Church of Christ, Cave City Christian Church, Highland United Methodist Church, Wigwam 
Full Gospel Church, The Lighthouse at Cave City, and Duke Street Church are places where 
Mammoth Cave tourists can attend services. 

http://www.so-ky.com/
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The Special Collections Library at Western Kentucky University curates 241 collections and 
individual items related to the Cave City community. For instance, the extensive photographic 
collection of William R. Reynolds, Jr. depicts the people, buildings, and farms of Cave City circa 
1908-1910 (Figures 13 and 14). A range of ephemera and records relate to tourist attractions (e.g., 
Wondering Woods, Cave Country Chair Lift) and accommodations (e.g., Ambassador Motor 
Court and Young’s Restaurant, Holiday Inn) in Cave City, as well as other businesses like general 
stores and banks (Sections 3.4.3 and 3.4.19).  

Like Park City, potential informants for Phase II or future ethnographic research on the Cave 
City gateway community include local officials, business owners, and residents (Table 22). 
Beverly Tobin Ford is the first African American woman to serve on the Cave City council.  

Table 22. Potential Informants for the Cave City Gateway Community. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

DeLynn Buckingham business owner not publicly available 

Beverly Tobin Ford council member 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Jennifer Freeman city clerk 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

John Grissom council member 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Dwayne Hatcher mayor 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Kevin D. Houchens council member 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Mike Houchens council member 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Nick Patel business owner 1009 Doyle Avenue, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-3161 

Steve Pedigo council member 103 Duke Street, Cave City, KY 42127, (270) 773-2188 

Bobby H. Richardson city attorney (270) 651-8884 

Robert H. Ward resident not publicly available 

Russell J. Yonker, Jr. business owner 211 Short Street, Horse Cave, KY 42749, (270) 528-4193 

 
Brownsville 

The county seat of Edmonson County, Brownsville currently affords two means to access the 
park from the west: KY-70 (a.k.a., Brownsville Road, West Entrance Road) and Houchins Ferry 
Road with a recently closed ferry crossing over Green River. Historically, Brownsville was tied to 
other communities through river travel on the Green. Brownsville is somewhat unique among 
county seats in that its early historical records are preserved in the clerk’s office, whereas 
courthouse fires destroyed such records in many other counties.  

Formerly known as Point Pleasant, Brownsville was incorporated in 1828 (Forte 2019). 
Despite lacking major highway and railroad access, Brownsville developed over the course of the 
19th century based on mining, iron smelting, timbering, cross-tie making, and other industries. In 
1861 and 1862, there were skirmishes between Union and Confederate forces in Brownsville 
(Section 3.4.10). By the early 20th century, Brownsville had a hospital, at least three factories or 
industrial plants, two schools, several churches, and several stores or small business establishments 
(Kentucky Department of Highways 1937b). 
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Several Brownsville natives were vocal, active advocates for creation of the national park. Sen. 
Marvel Mills Logan, who served as the first president of the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association (Section 3.5.3), played a significant role in passing legislation, raising funds, and 
promoting the initiative. Aldon Austin “A.A.” Demunbrun served as chairman of the Kentucky 
National Park Commission (Section 3.1). Other Brownsville residents opposed the initiative, such 
as Demunbrun’s son Truman, who as county attorney brought cases against park creation (Section 
3.4.18). 

Compared to Park City and Cave City, Brownsville has not profited economically from park 
creation to the same extent, especially since construction of I-65 in the 1960s drew even more 
travelers to the area east of the park. This inequity has not been and is not lost on the residents of 
Brownsville, past and present (VanCleve and Cummings 1968). As a result, there are differences 
in the types of businesses catering to park visitors in Brownsville. In particular, there currently are 
no lodging options or tourist attractions in Brownsville and two churches where visitors may 
worship, Pleasant Union Church and Brownsville Missionary Baptist Church. Non-chain 
restaurants are Mis Amigos Mexican Grill, Walden’s BBQ, and Bertie’s Ice Cream. At the time 
of the 2010 census, the population of Brownsville was over 830 residents, a decline of about 85 
people since the previous census. 

The Special Collections Library at Western Kentucky University curates 41 collections and 
individual items related to the Brownsville community. For example, there are photographs, 
business records, and political ephemera related to Sen. Marvel Mills Logan. Late 19th-early 20th 
century ledgers and other business records of the G.D. James Grocery, S.T. Brooks General Store, 
Houchin & Luttrell Oil Company, and Brownsville Deposit Bank document past commerce in 
town. There is an 1861 letter that describes the October skirmish in Brownsville (Section 3.4.10). 
The Tandie Lewis McIntire collection documents her teaching career and involvement in civic and 
church organizations from 1882-1946. Other holdings relate to Brownsville High School and the 
Kentucky Baptist Women’s Missionary Union’s Camp Joy. 

Table 23 lists local officials, business owners, and residents who are potential informants for 
Phase II or future ethnographic research on the Brownsville gateway community.  

Table 23. Potential Informants for the Brownsville Gateway Community. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Kevin Alexander court clerk 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Lori A. Burnett city clerk 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814, 
brownsville@windstream.net 

Shane Doyle sheriff 110 Jackson Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-2157 

Anthony E. Duvall council member 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Brentley Esters coroner 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Stephanie Gibson council member 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Karen LeSieur resident not publicly available 

James Logsdon business owner not publicly available 

Mark Lovell city attorney 519 E. 10th Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101, lovell@harlinparker.com 

mailto:brownsville@windstream.net
mailto:lovell@harlinparker.com
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Table 23. Potential Informants for the Brownsville Gateway Community (continued).  
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Jerry Meredith mayor 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814, 
brownsville@windstream.net 

Greg Nugent council member 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Jerry Patton business owner 504 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-2136, 
jerry@pattonfuneralhome.com 

Silas Prunty council member 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Ricky Simon council member 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Jerry Spainhoward public works 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

Gregory Vincent county attorney 103 Main Cross Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-9609 

A.B. Webb parks director 121 Washington Street, Brownsville, KY 42210, (270) 597-3814 

 
3.5.7  Natural History Societies and Interest Groups 

Of the 17 natural history societies identified as stakeholders through Phase I archival research 
and key informant interviews (Section 3.3.12), four meet Park Service criteria for designation as 
traditionally associated groups for Mammoth Cave National Park. While most of the other natural 
history groups have stakes in park resources and the effects of management decisions on those 
resources, and their sense of identity and existence as a community is tied to park resources, they 
do not meet the longevity criterion of enduring for at least two generations or 40 years. Mushroom 
hunters or collectors, the Cave Research Foundation, the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition, and 
the Mammoth Cave Group of the Sierra Club do. 

Mushroom Hunters or Collectors 

Mushroom hunters or collectors are a plant-focused natural history community that is 
traditionally associated with Mammoth Cave National Park. Of the edible plants that may be 
collected in the park (e.g., berries, paw-paws, tree nuts, non-native fruits), mushrooms hold a 
special place among associated communities. Mushroom hunters focus primarily on the main 
edible species in the area – yellow and black but also rarer white morel mushrooms (Morchella 
sp.). Also called “dry land fish” and “hickory chickens,” morels are harvested in the early spring, 
typically in March to May, for personal consumption and for sale (Kinslow 2008). 

There is limited archival information about mushroom collectors, and what exists is primarily 
online. Though mushroom hunters commonly share stories about their hunting trips and lots of 
photos of their yields, they often maintain secrecy about prime collecting locations, which they 
typically revisit year-after-year and pass-down through the family across generations. Some 
collectors maintain detailed records of where, under what conditions, and when certain patches 
yield each year. While it occurred covertly beforehand, since 2006 collection by hand within the 
park has been allowed with restrictions: use of open-mesh bags is required, there are daily limits 
of one-two gallons per person, and commercial use is prohibited. With a reputation in the broader 
region for being a productive place to hunt morel mushrooms, the park draws collectors from 
Kentucky and bordering states (Kinslow 2008). The Cumberland Mycological Society (2017) of 
middle-eastern Tennessee, for instance, has made collecting forays to the park. 

mailto:brownsville@windstream.net
mailto:jerry@pattonfuneralhome.com
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According to sources in the archives consulted for this research project, there is one informal 
group related to the collection of morels and other mushrooms in the project area. Mammoth 
Mushroom Hunters is a local community that promotes public education about and collection of 
mushrooms in the Mammoth Cave and Nolin Lake areas. The group sponsors educational hikes 
and collecting trips and since 2013 has maintained a Facebook page, which currently has 81 
followers. The group may be messaged on Facebook at @MammothMushroom (Mammoth Mush-
room Hunters 2020).  

There are many more individuals and families who participate in mush-
room hunting in and around the park, such as Donald Furlong of Glasgow 
(Figure 55) and Bubby Christie of Glasgow. Furlong typically collects 
several hundred mushrooms each season, preferring to search around big 
poplar and ash trees, but also sycamore and wild cherry trees. Christie begins 
his search each spring around poplar trees then moves to other tree types as 
other morel varieties bloom. The collectors prepare their hauls by rolling the 
mushrooms in flour or corn meal and frying them with oil or lard, preferably 
in a cast iron skillet (Kinslow 2008).  

Figure 55. Glasgow Native Donald Furlong with a Collected Morel Mushroom.  

As another example, a local resident and 27-year veteran of mushroom collecting, “ricard76,” 
recently posted the following message in an online forum in response to a query from a non-local 
person about hunting morels in the park area. It exemplifies vernacular knowledge about when and 
where to look for the fungus.  

My wife & I found @ 20-25 1 to 2 inch blacks today on our farm which is in Hart 
county 1 mile from Mammoth Cave Natl Park. The blacks just started showing in 
this area this weekend and it should be good hunting over the next 2-3 weeks. The 
smaller yellows/whites/greys should start in 2-3 weeks depending upon the 
weather. The big yellows will start @ the 1st of May. You can find all of these in 
the park. Concentrate your efforts on east and north facing hillsides that have 
primarily a hickory/poplar mix for the blacks and the small yellows/whites/greys. 
If you are going to be there when the big yellows come in, you need to hunt the 
creek or river bottoms or cedar groves away from the bottoms (Morels.com 
2015:1). 

It is likely that individuals’ prime hunting locations and the mushrooms themselves are 
important to mushroom collectors, but few details are available in archival sources about specific 
significant cultural resources for this group. Ethnographic research could uncover this 
information. A number of online forums about mushroom hunting (e.g., Morels.com) have posts 
from individuals who collect in and around the park, and messaging through these forums is one 
way to contact potential informants about this community. Other potential informants are listed 
in Table 24.  
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Table 24. Potential Informants for the Mushroom Collector Group. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Bubby Christie individual collector not publicly available 

Donald Furlong individual collector not publicly available 

Irvin “Brad” McDougal retired park ranger not publicly available 

Steve Roberts Cumberland Mycological Society not publicly available 

 
Cave Research Foundation, Inc. (CRF)  

The Cave Research Foundation, Inc. is a natural history scientific society 
and a conservation and preservation group that was incorporated in 1957. The 
CRF expressly is not a recreational caving group, meaning it does not function 
to promote the exploration and visitation of caves for amusement, sport, or 
leisure. Instead, the foundation focuses on research, conservation, and 
interpretation. Further, its interests are not limited to caves but also concern karst areas and 
landforms. Because it arguably is the most significant natural history society organization 
traditionally associated with the park and the Mammoth Cave area in terms of its longevity and 
contributions, and because there are no published syntheses about the organization’s history and 
operations, extensive archival research was conducted for the foundation. The sections below 
describe the foundation, outline its history and relationships in the local area, and identify potential 
informants and ethnographic resources associated with the foundation, topics discussed in more 
detail in Appendix D owing to the important of the group as an associated community.  

Overview of the Cave Research Foundation 

Now a national organization with international partnerships, the foundation has its roots in 
Kentucky. Following a weeklong research project at Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave sponsored by the 
National Speleological Society in 1954, professional and avocational speleologists working in the 
Mammoth Cave area formed the CRF to promote collaborations with the National Park Service 
and others on rigorous, multidisciplinary scientific cave and karst research in and around the park. 
Some of the individuals who played key roles in creation of the foundation are William (Bill) 
Austin, Roger W. Brucker, James W. (Jim) Dyer, John J. (Jack) Lehrberger, Jr., Roger McClure, 
Erwin Robert (E. R.) Pohl, Philip M. Smith, and Richard A. (Red) Watson (Brucker and Watson 
1987; Cave Research Foundation 1967, 2016a; Smith 1981, 2003).  

The mission of the CRF is “to promote exploration and documentation of caves and karst 
areas, to initiate and support cave and karst research, to aid in cave conservation and protection, 
and to assist with the interpretation of caves and karst to the public” (Cave Research Foundation 
2016a:1). Regarding exploration and documentation, the foundation’s early work focused on 
mapping passages within and discovering connections among the major caves of Flint Ridge, 
accomplishing the latter goal in 1961 (Cave Research Foundation 1967, 1968). Foundation 
volunteers discovered a connection between the Flint Ridge and Mammoth Cave systems in 1972 
(Brucker and Watson 1987) and other connections that over time have added hundreds of miles 
to the world’s longest cave system. Foundation members also have discovered and mapped 
hundreds of less extensive caves in the park and vicinity. They now work on cave and karst 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 359 

documentation with federal agencies and other groups across the United States (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016e, 2016g). 

While cartography has been an ongoing research goal over the history of the foundation, other 
research foci have changed over time and diversified. Foundation activities emphasize research 
that integrates its cartographic data with investigations of cave and karst geology, paleontology, 
mineralogy, hydrology, ecology, biology, microbiology, archeology, anthropology, history, socio-
economics, literature, and arts. Operationally, the CRF conducts research in several ways, by 
launching its own large expeditions and smaller daily operations and by providing financial, 
material, staffing, and facilities support to other scholars and university students. The CRF not 
only supports original research, but it establishes cave and karst research methodologies and 
standards and it promotes the application and use of its cave and karst research by other 
researchers, property owners, and land managers (Brucker and Watson 1987; Cave Books 2013; 
Cave Research Foundation 2005, 2008, 2016a, 2016b, 2016c; Kambesis 2007; Lawrence and 
Brucker 1955 [1975]; Watson 1981).  

A second major activity of the CRF is dissemination. The primary methods are distribution of 
a newsletter, which began in 1973, and publication and distribution of cave-related books, maps, 
and Foundation annual reports through the CRF Publications Distribution Office before 1981 and 
after 1981 Cave Books, a non-profit press serving as the foundation’s publications affiliate. In 
addition, the foundation maintains and makes available to researchers a considerable archive of its 
organizational documents and correspondence, as well as raw data such as interviews, maps, and 
reports. Other means of sharing information and data with Foundation members, other researchers 
and scholars, students, and the general public include the CRF web site, CRF conferences and 
workshops, and public lectures by CRF members (Cave Research Foundation 1973a, 1989, 2005, 
2015a; Hoffmaster 2015; Kastning 1973; Steward 2002). 

Outreach is the foundation’s third major type of activity. The CRF creates and supports 
cave/karst data management, natural resources management, and strategic planning initiatives with 
land management agencies and private property owners. Other initiatives focus on cave-related 
preservation, conservation, and restoration projects such as cave gate installation and monitoring. 
Another form of outreach is educational and interpretive programs like developing virtual cave tours 
and teaching college field trips and courses. Cultural exchanges, such as the China-USA Caves 
Project and Exchange with Guizhou Normal University, are another type of outreach (Cave Research 
Foundation 2005, 2008, 2015d, 2016f, 2016g; Groves and White 2008; House n.d.). 

The foundation’s research, dissemination, and outreach efforts are organized geographically 
into operations areas that currently are spread across five areas of the United States, two in the east 
and three in the west. Because the organization was created and incorporated in Kentucky, 
Mammoth Cave was the first operations area, existing in that solitary role for the first 15 years of 
the foundation. The foundation’s primary partner in this operation area was and has been 
Mammoth Cave National Park, though the CRF also has worked extensively with show caves, the 
American Cave Museum, Western Kentucky University, private landowners, and others. In 2004, 
Mammoth Cave was combined with the Cumberland Gap National Historical Monument in 
Kentucky-Virginia to create an Eastern Operations Area. The four other operations areas are the 
Carlsbad Caverns Project or Southwest Operations Area in New Mexico (1971), Ozarks 
Operations Area in Arkansas-Missouri (1976), Sequoia/Kings Canyon Operations Area in 
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California (1976), and Lava Beds Operations Area in California (1988) (Cave Research 
Foundation 2007, 2016a, 2016e, 2016h).  

Organizational leadership is provided by a Board of Directors, officers, an Operations Council, 
and committee chairpersons governed by the group’s bylaws. The Board of Directors is the 
governing body and the only leadership group named in the articles of incorporation. The Board 
of seven-nine members is responsible for managing the foundation’s business and affairs. Officers 
were added to the organizational leadership through the foundation’s bylaws, and in the initial 
decades of the corporation the officers were members of the Board of Directors. The first officer 
positions were president, secretary, and treasurer, with vice president added later. Members of the 
Operations Council, established in 1998, are appointed by the Board to direct activities within an 
operations area. Chairpersons currently lead the following standing committees: fellowships and 
grants, international projects, national expeditions, national personnel, news-letter, and science 
(Cave Research Foundation 1957, 1997, 2016d, 2016h; House n.d.).  

The CRF bylaws provide for four types of Foundation members with different rights and 
privileges. Honorary members are a non-participatory class of members in the corporation. Three 
membership classes are considered participatory: joint venturer, fellow, and director. The most 
fundamental of the three is joint venturer; in other words, all participatory members are JVs. After 
completing a selective application process, joint venturers may participate in all activities 
sponsored and scheduled by the foundation. Fellows are JVs elected by the Board of Directors to 
this lifetime membership class in recognition of their accomplishments and contributions. Directors 
are JVs elected by the membership to serve one-year terms on the Board of Directors (Cave 
Research Foundation 1957, 1997, 2016c). 

The size of the CRF membership has increased from the original board of seven directors to 
over 700 members currently. Demographically, anecdotal evidence indicates that during its early 
history the foundation’s membership was predominantly men. However, there was an intentional 
effort on the part of the corporation to include women, and representation and participation by 
women in the foundation’s membership and leadership have increased over time. Anecdotal 
evidence also suggests that the racial affiliation of a majority of Foundation members is White or 
Caucasoid, though the CRF formally adopted a non-discrimination policy in 2014 (Brucker 1973; 
Roger Brucker, personal communication 2016; Cave Research Foundation 2014b, 2015a).  

The primary way that members contribute to the organization is working on research projects 
and other Foundation initiatives. In 2014-2015, Foundation volunteers donated over 15,500 hours, 
and over its history the foundation collectively has contributed hundreds of thousands of hours to 
the park and other partners. Each fall, the CRF holds an annual meeting for the entire organization, 
rotating the location of the meeting among its operations areas, and some operations areas hold 
their own regional meetings each year (Cave Research Foundation 2014b, 2015a).  

The Cave Research Foundation in the Mammoth Cave Area 

Though now a national organization, the foundation’s chief and longest-standing ties are to 
Kentucky and the Mammoth Cave area. The foundation has sponsored a regional research station 
at Mammoth Cave since its inception. CRF members have conducted and supported wide-ranging 
scholarship on park lands and the surrounding area for decades, so they have diachronic 
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perspectives on a wide range of cultural and especially natural resources across the current project 
area. The foundation also has undertaken a number of outreach and preservation projects in and 
near the park, such as video productions, cave gate installations, cultural resources conservation, 
and cave and sinkhole cleanups. 

Historically, the modern era of cave exploration in the Mammoth Cave area has its roots on Flint 
Ridge in the 1930s-40s with the work of Bill Austin, Jim Dyer, Jack Lehrberger, E. R. Pohl, and 
others of the informal Flint Ridge Reconnaissance team. This work, which peaked with the famous 
1954 Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave (FCCC) Expedition, was the catalyst for formation of the 
foundation in 1957. From the outset, investigating and mapping caves have been the primary foci 
of the CRF’s work in the Mammoth Cave area (Brucker and Watson 1987, Smith 2003).  

Considerable cartographic research by the foundation has focused on finding connections among 
local caves. By 1961 the foundation linked the five major caves under Flint Ridge (Floyd Collins’ 
Crystal, Unknown, Salts, Colossal, and Bedquilt), and by 1968 the Flint Ridge Cave system was the 
world’s longest at 110 km (68.6 mi). At the same time, CRF surveys in the Mammoth Cave system 
helped to officially extend it to the third longest at 73 km (45 mi). Almost two decades after the FCCC 
Expedition, in 1972 Foundation volunteers succeeded in connecting the Flint Ridge and Mammoth 
Cave systems under Houchins Valley via two under-ground rivers, Echo and Pete Hanson, giving the 
Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system a combined length of 232 km (144 mi). In 1979 Foundation 
researchers discovered a connection via Hawkins River between the Proctor-Morrison caves under 
Joppa Ridge and the Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system. In 1983 Foundation volunteers and members 
of the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition linked Mammoth and Roppel Cave via Logsdon River, 
extending the cave system to 493 km (306 mi). The current length of Mammoth-Flint-Joppa-Roppel, 
now referred to simply as the Mammoth Cave System, is 640 km (400 mi), over twice that as the next 
longest mapped cave in the world. With the Mammoth Cave System and other caves, 1,046 km (650 
mi) of cave passages have been mapped in the Mammoth Cave area, much of it by Foundation 
members (Borden and Brucker 2000, Brucker 1989, Brucker and Watson 1987, Kambesis 2007, 
Kambesis et al. 2013, McClure et al. 1994).  

Other CRF cartographic and documentation efforts in the Mammoth Cave area are assessing 
and reproducing historic maps of local caves, computer-drafting maps of local caves, digitizing and 
creating geographic information systems, creating databases for thousands of field survey books 
and trip reports, computer-drafting cave and karst maps for the Mammoth Cave area, and searching 
for new caves and cave entrances (Cave Research Foundation 1966, 1991, 2003a, 2016g). Over 
300 caves are now known in the park alone (Mammoth Cave National Park 2009). 

After cartography, geosciences have been the focus of considerable CRF research in the 
Mammoth Cave area. Scientists have invested questions about stratigraphy and sedimentation, 
geomorphology and landscape evolution, paleoclimate, mineralogy, hydrology and paleohydrology, 
paleontology, and natural resources conservation. Local CRF research in the biological sciences has 
examined cave fauna, cave food webs, bioenergetics, surface and subsurface microbiota, 
biogeography, abiotic cave zones, and cave ecology. In archeology, Patty Jo Watson and her 
students and colleagues studied local origins of plant domestication and husbandry, cave lighting 
technology, paleofeces, bioarcheology, paleoethnobotany, surface site distributions, textile 
industries, rock art, prehistoric and historic mineral mining, and Floyd Collins’ entrapment and 
rescue attempts. In folk studies and history, Foundation volunteers have conducted archival and 
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oral history research on the traditions and history of local peoples of the Mammoth Cave area, 
historic graffiti in area caves, cave-related place names, early cave explorers, cave tourism, 
tuberculosis experiments, and cultural heritage of Flint Ridge communities. The foundation has 
sponsored and supported scholars’ creative activities in the Mammoth Cave area, including the 
visual arts, photography, music and songwriting, poetry, and creative writing (Brinson 2005; 
Carstens 2008; Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1966, 1967, 1970, 1975, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1986, 
1991, 1999, 2003a, 2012a, 2016g; Crothers et al. 2007; Watson 1978).  

The Cave Research Foundation has partnered with a number of individuals and organizations in 
the Mammoth Cave area. Not surprisingly, the CRF’s primary and constant partner in Kentucky 
over the last 60 years has been Mammoth Cave National Park. That relationship has changed 
considerably over time, from contentious to collaborative and from informal to formal. CRF’s 
relationship with the park is unique among associated communities because it is formalized 
through a renewable overarching memorandum of understanding, a renewable overarching 
operating agreement, and project-specific cooperative agreements. Over time, the relationship 
between the foundation and the park has become a model for other civilian-federal collaborations 
in the U.S. One key to the foundation’s successful collaboration with the park is the consistent 
cadre of committed volunteers who provided stability to the local cave exploration program in the 
face of frequent staff changes at the park (Bishop 1998, Brucker and Watson 1987, Cave Research 
Foundation 2016g, Olson 2015, Sides 2002, Smith 2003). 

The foundation-Park relationship is not exclusive, as the park works with other cave 
researchers and the foundation collaborates with other groups on projects in the Mammoth Cave 
area. Partnerships with over one dozen universities and colleges, especially nearby Western 
Kentucky University, involve Foundation members teaching courses and field trip and the 
foundation providing funding, maps, and logistical support for graduate student and faculty 
research. The collaborations often involve faculty, staff, and students who also are CRF members 
(Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1966, 1967, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1991, 2003a, 2008, 2016f; Groves 
and White 2008; White and White 1989). 

State agencies are another group of organizations partnering with the CRF in the Mammoth 
Cave area. Agencies include the Kentucky Geological Survey, Kentucky Office of Geographic 
Information Systems, Kentucky Division of Water, and Illinois State Museum. Projects focus on 

mapping, research, dissemination, and conservation (Cave Research Foundation 1966, 2003a, 

2016g).  

A fourth type of Foundation partner is commercial cave operators and other cave-related 

organizations. Foundation members conducted survey and inventory work at Diamond Caverns, 

the second oldest show cave in the area, and Cub Run Cave, one of the newest but now closed. 

Five members of the foundation and their spouses have owned and operated Diamond Caverns 

since 1999 (Cave Research Foundation 2003a, Sides 2006). The foundation has worked with the 

American Cave Conservation Association (ACCA) and American Cave Museum in Horse Cave 

on mapping, research, education, and conservation in Hidden River Cave and its drainage basin, 

and the ACCA joined the foundation to remediate karst resources in the park. They maintain a 

joint Central Kentucky Karst library. Though the relationship has been adversarial, the foundation 

has assisted the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition with exploring and mapping Roppel Cave since 
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the late 1970s. The coalition uses the foundation’s field station to run some of its local expeditions 

(Border and Brucker 2000; Cave Research Foundation 1998, 2000, 2003a).  

There is little documentation in CRF newsletters and annual reports to indicate collaborations 

with National Speleological Society grottos and other caving groups in the Mammoth Cave area 

(Section 3.3.12), though such partnerships are reported in other CRF operations areas and there 

are a number of these groups operating in the local area according to the Kentucky Speleological 

Survey (n.d.). The limited evidence of collaborations between the foundation and caving grottos 

may be related to ongoing perceptions and accusations that the CRF is an elitist caving 

organization (Cavechat.org 2011, Hagan and Sutton 1991). 

Regarding collaborations with community organizations in the Mammoth Cave area, since the 
1970s the Barren River Area Development District (BRADD) has commissioned a number of 
environmental and economic impact assessments in the Mammoth Cave area, and the foundation 
has contributed labor, data, and maps to the efforts (Cave Research Foundation 2000, National 
Park Service 1976). In an educational outreach initiative, the foundation’s Kentucky Library 

Project involved distributing free-of-charge over 150 books about local caves and karst to 19 

public libraries in the counties surrounding Mammoth Cave (Cave Research Foundation 1986).  

Finally, the foundation partners with private landowners in the Mammoth Cave area who 

permit access into caves on their property, where the researchers survey and map cave passages, 

investigate other karst features such as sinkholes, document and assess cultural and natural 

resources associated with karst features, and assist property owners with preservation and 

conservation efforts. The foundation often provides landowners with copies of the resulting maps 

for the caves on their property, and it has worked with private landowners who have on their 

property entrances into caves that run under federal land (Borden and Brucker 2000; Cave 

Research Foundation 1975, 1981, 2012a; Oppel et al. 1997).  

During its 63-year history in the Mammoth Cave area, the Cave Research Foundation has 
maintained a physical presence in and near the park in terms of facilities for housing volunteers 
during expeditions, storing equipment, and other Foundation activities. There have been three 
locations for the foundation’s facilities: the former Leonidas (Lee) Collins’ Crystal Cave family 
farm on Flint Ridge (1957-1991), a privately owned inholding until 1961, Maple Springs Ranger 
Station (1991-2000), and Hamilton Valley adjacent to Flint Ridge (1996-present). At Flint Ridge, 
the foundation initially operated from a small frame structure called the “Spelee Hut” before 
exclusively leasing several buildings on the former Collins farmstead. At Maple Springs, the 
foundation shared the Ranger Station residence and office buildings with other research groups 
(Bridwell 1971, Brucker and Watson 1987, Corrie 2012, Earlandson 2008, Hagan and Sutton 1991, 
Lally 1989b, McClure et al. 1994, National Park Service 1976, Sides 2002, Smith 2003). 

Given that the foundation had always desired having an independent headquarters outside the 
park, in 1992 the foundation purchased the 196-acre Hershell Adwell farm at Hamilton Valley and 
a small tract along Hamilton Valley Road, just east of the eastern boundary of the park in Hart 
County. As the foundation continued to operate out of Maple Springs, development of the new 
Hamilton Valley property began. Construction on the new field station’s main building or field house 
and two dormitories or bunkhouses commenced in 1998. The new facilities were dedicated in the 
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fall of 2000, when the foundation’s home base and national headquarters shifted permanently from 
Maple Springs. The foundation raised about $500,000 for the Hamilton Valley facility. A fourth 
major structure, the CRF Library and Archive, was constructed south of the main building in 2011 
(Brucker and Brucker 2011, Hoffmaster 1998, McClure et al. 1994, Sides 2002, Watson 1998).  

Ethnographic Resources and Potential Informants 

Archival sources suggest that potentially relevant ethnographic resources for the Cave 
Research Foundation include nine National Register-listed properties, all of which except Mill 
Hole Farm are located within Park boundaries (Table 25). Most were listed under Criterion A. 
The seven 1991 listings were part of the Historic Resources of Mammoth Cave National Park 
multiple property submission. The listed resources include buildings, structures, sites, an 
archeological site, and cemeteries that are relevant in terms of the foundation’s ongoing 
archeology, culture history, and spelean history research programs and the group’s local field 
stations (Kennedy 1996; Lally 1989a, 1989b, 1989c, 1989d, 1989e, 1989f, 1989g; Oppel et al. 
1977; Watson 1997). 

Table 25. National Register-Listed Resources Relevant to the Cave Research Foundation. 
Resource Report Section Year Relevance 
Salts Cave 3.4.18 1979 archeology research program 
Crystal Cave Historic District 3.4.19 1991 former site of CRF field station, culture 

history research program 
Colossal Cavern Entrance 3.4.19 1991 culture history research program 
Great Onyx Cave Entrance 3.4.19 1991 culture history research program 
Mammoth Cave Historic District 3.4.12, 3.4.19 1991 culture history research program 
Mammoth Cave Baptist Church and 
Cemetery 

3.4.13, 3.4.17 1991 culture history research program 

Old Guide [Guides] Cemetery 3.4.13 1991 culture history research program 
Maple Springs Ranger Station 3.4.7 1991 former site of CRF field station 
Mill Hole Farm 3.4.1, 3.4.11 1978 culture history research program, 

archeology research program 
 

A number of additional ethnographic resources and Register-eligible properties likely are relevant 
to the foundation based on archival sources (Table 26). Some resources have both natural and cultural 
significance. The natural and cultural (archeological sites, show caves, structures) resources are 
significant individually or combined as districts and multiple property listings. For Register-eligible 
properties, some represent potential expansions to existing listed properties in additional areas of 
significance, while others would be new listings. Like the aforementioned listed properties, these 
ethnographic resources are relevant to the foundation’s ongoing cartography, archeology, culture 
history, and spelean history research programs and the group’s local field stations. 

Turning to the current ethnographic overview and assessment project, archival sources indicate 
there are hundreds of potential informants about the Cave Research Foundation, based on the size 
of the membership over its 60-year history and the numerous groups and individuals with whom 
the foundation has collaborated. There are opportunities for gaining both emic (insiders’) and etic  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 365 

Table 26. Additional Ethnographic Resources and Register-Eligible Properties Relevant to the 
Cave Research Foundation. 

Resource Report Section Location Relevance/Significance 
Natural Resources    
Crystal Cave  3.4.15 Flint Ridge major cave of Flint Ridge system 
Colossal Cave  3.4.15 Flint Ridge major cave of Flint Ridge system 
Salts Cave 3.4.15 Flint Ridge major cave of Flint Ridge system 
Bedquilt Cave 3.4.15 Flint Ridge major cave of Flint Ridge system 
Unknown Cave 3.4.15 Flint Ridge major cave of Flint Ridge system 
Great Onyx Cave  3.4.15 Flint Ridge cartographic-scientific research  
Mammoth Cave 3.4.15 Mammoth Cave Ridge World Heritage Site 
Tight Spot 3.4.15 Colossal Cave Mammoth-Flint Ridge connection 
Hanson’s Lost River 3.4.15 Colossal Cave Mammoth-Flint Ridge connection 
Echo River 3.4.15 Mammoth Cave Mammoth-Flint Ridge connection 
Amos Hawkins River 3.4.15 Proctor Cave Mammoth-Morrison connection 
Hamilton Valley 3.4.15 eastern Flint Ridge solution valley, CRF field station 
Logsdon River 3.4.15 Morrison Cave Proctor-Roppel connection 
Turnhole Spring 3.4.15 Turnhole Bend major underground drainage outlet 
Cedar Sink 3.4.15 Smith Valley large karst window 
Mill Hole  3.4.15 Knobs south of Park large karst window 
Cultural Resources   
Mammoth Cave 3.4.12 Mammoth Cave Ridge Native mineral mining, exploration 
Lee Cave 3.4.12 Joppa Ridge Native mineral mining, exploration 
Bluff Cave 3.4.12 Doyel Valley Native mineral mining, exploration 
Short Cave 3.4.9, 3.4.12, 

3.4.19 
Knobs south of Park medicine, prehistoric cave use, 19th 

century saltpeter mining, show cave 
Dixon Cave 3.4.12 Mammoth Cave Ridge 19th century saltpeter mining 
Long Cave 3.4.12, 3.4.19 south Park boundary 19th century saltpeter mining, historic 

show cave 
Cedar Spring (Beckner) 
Saltpeter Cave 

3.4.12 Knob Road, Cedar Springs 19th century saltpeter mining 

Coach (100 Domes) Cave 3.4.12 Bald Knob 19th century saltpeter mining 
Jesse James (1000 
Domes) Cave 

3.4.12 Bald Knob 19th century saltpeter mining 

Sand Cave-Rockshelter 3.4.19 Mammoth Cave Ridge entrapment and death of Floyd Collins 
Austin House Site 3.4.18, 3.4.19 Flint Ridge former CRF field station, tourist 

souvenir cottage industry 
Woodson-Adair Cave 3.4.19 Flint Ridge historic show cave 
Bedquilt Cave 3.4.19 Flint Ridge historic show cave 
Salts Cave 3.4.19 Flint Ridge historic show cave 
Donkey’s (Floyd’s) Cave 3.4.19 Flint Ridge historic show cave 
Buzzard (Cathedral) Cave 3.4.19 Flint Ridge historic show cave 
Dossey Domes Cave 3.4.19 opposite River Styx historic show cave 
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Table 26. Additional Ethnographic Resources and Register-Eligible Properties Relevant to the 
Cave Research Foundation (continued).  

Resource Report Section Location Relevance/Significance 
Proctor Cave 3.4.19 Joppa Ridge historic show cave  
Diamond Caverns 3.4.19 Knobs south of Park historic show cave 
Spelee Hut 3.4.18 Flint Ridge original CRF field station  
Hamilton Valley Facilities 3.4.18 eastern Flint Ridge current CRF field station 
Rural Historic Landscapes   
Flint Ridge Pre-Park 
Landscape 

3.4.1, 3.4.3, 
3.4.5, 3.4.17 

Flint Ridge historic resident communities  

Traditional Cultural Properties  
Flint Ridge Cave System 3.4.15 Flint Ridge longest cave in world until 1972 

 
(outsiders’) perspectives about the foundation and its operations in the Mammoth Cave area. 
Because many of the initial and early members of the foundation were quite young in age at its 
formation, a number of them are still living and potentially can provide extensive diachronic 
context and information about the group’s development. Additionally, foundation members with 
long-term experience in the Mammoth Cave area, especially those who have conducted local 
cultural and historical research, are potential informants about other associated communities and 
ethnographic resources.  

Most of the foundation members identified in the detailed review of literature (Appendix D) 
are potential informants, but individuals listed below have particularly high potential to provide 
diverse insights about the organization (Table 27). 

Table 27. Potential Informants for the Cave Research Foundation: Past and Current Members. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information 

Gary Berdeaux member, commercial cave operator not publicly available 

Roger W. Brucker founding member, past president, 
Hamilton Valley building fund, C-3 
expedition 

rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com  

Thomas A. Brucker Cave Books, Flint-Mammoth 
connection, hydrology research 

not publicly available 

George M. Crothers archeological research, fellowships and 
grants committee, science committee, 
board of directors 

gmcrot2@uky.edu  

Joseph K. Davidson past president, early Flint Ridge 
explorations, conservation committee 

J.DAVIDSON@asu.edu  

Philip J. DiBlasi past president, national personnel officer pjdiblasi@louisville.edu  

P. Gary Eller board of directors, Mammoth Cave area 
manager, Flint-Mammoth connection 

not publicly available 

Charles Fox past president, current Eastern 
Operations manager 

not publicly available 

Chris Groves past president, karst hydrology research chris.groves@wku.edu  

mailto:rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com
mailto:gmcrot2@uky.edu
mailto:J.DAVIDSON@asu.edu
mailto:pjdiblasi@louisville.edu
mailto:chris.groves@wku.edu
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Table 27. Potential Informants for the Cave Research Foundation: Past and Current Members 
(continued).  

Individual Relationship Contact Information 

Joyce E. Hoffmaster board of directors, Hamilton Valley 
operations committee, CRF archive 

not publicly available 

David A. Huber founding member not publicly available 

Patricia Kambesis past president, Hamilton Valley 
Research Station director 

patricia.kambesis@wku.edu  

Ed Klausner current president, cartography in 
Mammoth Cave system 

ed.klausner@cave-research.org  

Laurence McCarty commercial cave operator not publicly available 

Roger McClure board of directors, Hamilton Valley 
committee, Cave Books, C-3 expedition, 
commercial cave operator 

not publicly available 

Rick Olson biology and ecology research, park 
ecologist 

rick_olson@nps.gov  

Arthur N. Palmer geology and geomorphology research, 
science committee 

arthur.palmer@oneonta.edu  

Margaret (Peggy) 
Palmer 

geology research, science committee, 
annual reports editor 

not publicly available 

Cleveland F. Pinnex Mammoth-Flint connection, former park 
ranger 

not publicly available 

Stanley D. Sides past president, local cultural-historical 
research, medical officer 

not publicly available 

Gordon Smith finance committee, commercial cave 
operator 

showcaves@caves.org 

Rickard S. Toomey past president, MACA Cave Research 
Specialist, paleontology research 

rick_toomey@nps.gov 

Patty Jo Watson archeological research, science 
committee 

pjwatson@wustl.edu 

Richard A. Watson past president, author, Cave Books, 
numerous committees 

rawatson@wustl.edu  

Dave West Eastern Operations manager, board of 
directors, Baltimore Grotto 

not publicly available 

William B. White geology, geochemistry, and hydrology 
research 

wbb3@psu.edu  

Elizabeth L. (Betty, 
Bette) White 

geology and geo-engineering research wbw2@mri.psu.edu  

Patricia P. (Crowther) 
Wilcox 

Flint-Mammoth connection not publicly available 

Elizabeth Winkler Cave Books, Hamilton Valley Research 
Station director 

elizabeth.winkler@wku.edu  

Richard B. Zopf Mammoth Cave area manager, board of 
directors, Flint-Mammoth connection 

not publicly available 

mailto:patricia.kambesis@wku.edu
mailto:ed.klausner@cave-research.org
mailto:rick_olson@nps.gov
mailto:arthur.palmer@oneonta.edu
mailto:pjwatson@wustl.edu
mailto:rawatson@wustl.edu
mailto:wbb3@psu.edu
mailto:wbw2@mri.psu.edu
mailto:elizabeth.winkler@wku.edu
mailto:showcaves@caves.org
mailto:rick_toomey@nps.gov
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Individuals who have collaborated and partnered with the Cave Research Foundation represent 

another group of potential informants. They could provide etic perspectives about the CRF’s work 
in the Mammoth Cave area (Table 28). 

Table 28. Potential Informants for the Cave Research Foundation: Collaborators. 
Individual Affiliation / Relationship Contact Information  
James D. Borden Central Kentucky Karst Coalition, Mammoth-

Roppel connection  
not publicly available 

Bobby C. Carson former Science and Resource Management chief not publicly available 
William Copeland NSS Mammoth Cave restoration committee chair not publicly available 
Sarah J. Craighead MACA superintendent (2012-2017) sarah_craighead@nps.gov  
Nicholas Crawford Western Kentucky University, director Center of 

Cave and Karst Studies 
nicholas.crawford@wku.edu  

Charles K. Elmore Mill Hole Farm property owner not publicly available 
David Foster American Cave Conservation Association and 

American Cave Museum 
acca@cavern.org 
hiddenrivercave@gmail.com  

Albert Amos 
Hawkins 

former superintendent (1976-1979)  Delaware Water Gap NRA, 1978 River 
Road, Bushkill, PA 18324 

David A. Mihalic former superintendent (1988-1994) davemihalic@bresnan.net 
Bruce Powell former acting superintendent (2005-2006), former 

Science and Resource Management chief 
bruce_powell@nps.gov  

William Shrewsbury current National Speleological Society president president@caves.org  
Mary Jo Veluzat daughter of superintendent Joseph Kulesza (1971-

1976), former maintenance assistant chief 
not publicly available 

Robert H. Ward former Science and Resource Management chief, 
Cultural Resource specialist 

not publicly available 

  
Central Kentucky Karst Coalition (CKKC) 

Compared to the Cave Research Foundation, there is considerably less archival information 
about the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition, Inc. The coalition does not appear to have an 
internet site or social media presence. Its members have disseminated scientific articles (e.g., 
Currens and Borden 1977, Drake and Borden 1981) but the organization does not have a publishing 
arm or a research series like CRF’s annual reports. The coalition has published newsletters (Borden 
and Brucker 2000), but these are not available at the archives consulted for the current research 
project.  

Formed in 1976, the coalition was created as an open membership, not-for-profit, science-
focused natural history organization to promote exploration of Roppel Cave and the Toohey Ridge 
Cave System. Discovered that same year by James D. (Jim) Borden and James C. (Jim) Currens, 
Roppel is an extensive cave system partly under Toohey Ridge, an expansive north-south-trending 
ridge east of the park and north of Highway 70 in Barren and Hart counties (Borden and Brucker 
2000, Currens n.d.).  

According to its articles of incorporation, “the primary purpose of the coalition shall be the 
systematic exploration and mapping of natural caverns in the Karst areas of Barren, Edmonson 

mailto:sarah_craighead@nps.gov
mailto:nicholas.crawford@wku.edu
mailto:acca@cavern.org
mailto:hiddenrivercave@gmail.com
mailto:davemihalic@bresnan.net
mailto:bruce_powell@nps.gov
mailto:president@caves.org
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and Hart Counties, Kentucky” and the secondary purpose “may be to provide data and field support 
to persons or organizations, as approved by the board of directors, who wish to conduct bona fide 
scientific research in the coalition mapping area” (Central Kentucky Karst Coalition 1981a:2). A 
three-member board of directors, each serving a three-year term, provides financial oversight and 
governance, and a group of four officers, each serving a one-year term, manages the corporation’s 
business affairs (Central Kentucky Karst Coalition 1981a).  

The coalition was incorporated in the Commonwealth of Kentucky (#0074514) in August 
1976, headquartered in Cave City with James Borden as the registered agent and director. Other 
directors or incorporators were James Currens, who named the group, John K. Hiett, and Rodney 
V. Metcalf (Kentucky Secretary of State 2017). The early members were “renegade cavers who 
had split off from the [CRF] family to seek their own fortune in Toohey Ridge” (Borden and 
Brucker 2000:207). The coalition filed an annual state report in July 1978 but filed for dissolution 
in December 1978 (Kentucky Secretary of State 2017).  

In July 1981, the coalition was incorporated a second time in Kentucky as a non-profit 
corporation (#0158125), headquartered in Lexington with Jim Currens as the registered agent and 
board member. Other board members were Jim Borden and William G. (Bill) Walter; officers were 
Pete W. Crecelius, Ronald Gariepy, Debra A. Currens, and Bill Walter (Kentucky Secretary of 
State 2017). In 1984 Currens resigned as the registered agent and David W. (Dave) Weller of 
Louisville assumed that role (Kentucky Secretary of State 1984). Currens’ gradual exit from the 
organization related in part to a split within the coalition about exploration priorities, with Currens 
advocating to push into southern Toohey Ridge and others desiring to expand the cave to the north 
(Borden and Brucker 2000). Other officers and directors have included Darlene M. Anthony, Tom 
Brucker, Chris Groves, Richard (Dick) Market, Bob Sergesketter, James R. Wells, and Mike Yocum. 
The corporation last filed an annual state report in 1996 and was administratively dissolved in 
November 1997; it currently is listed as inactive status and in bad standing (Central Kentucky 
Karst Coalition 1981a, 1990, 1994). 

According to Borden and Brucker (2000:110), in the early days of the organization Borden and 
Currens “were pretty much the entire organization,” with Borden maintaining mapping logs, 
survey books, and trip reports, and Currens drafting maps and doing computer work. The size of 
the membership is not well documented, but in 1981 and 1982 the quorum for amending the 
articles of incorporation was seven and nine individuals, respectively. Such action required a 75% 
vote of the membership, meaning it was a small group of nine to twelve members in the early years 
(Central Kentucky Karst Coalition 1981b, 1982). In 2003 the coalition focused efforts on 
expanding its volunteer force “by offering more open trips to interested folks, and generating 
additional interest through our relationship with CRF and other local groups” (Borden 2003:3). 
The maximum size of the group is not known, nor is its current status.  

Like the Cave Research Foundation, the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition conducts its 
exploration and research in Roppel Cave through expeditions. By 1981, two years prior to 
making the connection with Mammoth-Flint Ridge, CKKC expeditions extended Roppel Cave 
to 85 km (53 mi) (Brucker 1989). Dave Weller has opened artificial entrances into Roppel Cave 
(Borden and Brucker 2000). By 2002 the coalition had surveyed about 129 km (80 mi), focusing 
their efforts in the Historic section, Logsdon River, and the Dixie complex of passages in 
attempts to expand the cave northeast under Eudora Ridge and south under southern Toohey 
Ridge (Borden 2003). In 2003 James Wells and Alan Canon discovered Hoover Cave under 
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Eudora Ridge; now known as Hoover Entrance, it was connected to Roppel Cave in 2005, adding 
five km (three mi) to Roppel and the Mammoth Cave System (Wells 2013). The coalition was 
actively surveying in Roppel Cave in 2013 (Carson 2013) and presumably continues to do so to 
the present time.  

The Central Kentucky Karst Coalition has collaborated with several groups in the Mammoth 
Cave area, including Mammoth Cave National Park, the Cave Research Foundation, the American 
Cave Conservation Association, and the National Speleological Society (Borden 2003, Florea et 
al. 2002). The relationship between the CRF and the CKKC initially was contentious and highly 
competitive but has improved over time, and the “exclusive” claims that the groups made to 
Mammoth Cave and Roppel Cave, respectively, have softened (Borden and Brucker 2000). Along 
with the CRF, the coalition is credited with “development of methodologies for the imple-
mentation and management of very extensive cave surveys” (Groves and White 2008:44). Though 
most of the coalition’s partnerships focus on Roppel Cave, plus other parts of the Mammoth Cave 
System in and outside the park, the coalition has shared data and worked with partners on other 
mapping and research projects (Borden 2003, Florea et al. 2002).  

Archival sources suggest several natural resources are im-
portant ethnographic resources for the Central Kentucky Karst 
Coalition (Section 3.4.15). Most significant are Roppel Cave and 
Toohey Ridge, where Coalition members have focused their 
exploration efforts over the last 40 years. Specific parts of and 
karst features in Roppel Cave relate to important Coalition 
discoveries that expanded the cave likely are significant, as well. 
These include Elysian Way, located in the northern part of the 
cave, and Logsdon River (Figure 56), by which Roppel connected 
to the rest of the Mammoth Cave System.  

Figure 56. Photograph of Logsdon River 
(nsscon2020.org/end-of-the-line/index). 

Potential informants for the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition include current and former 
members, who can provide emic perspectives on the group’s connections to the Mammoth Cave 
area, and representatives of other groups with which the coalition has partnered, who can provide 
etic perspectives on the group (Table 29).  

Table 29. Potential Informants for the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition. 
Individual Relationship / Affiliation Contact Information  
Darlene M. Anthony CKKC officer not publicly available 
James D. Borden CKKC co-founder, director, officer not publicly available 
Roger W. Brucker cave exploration collaborator rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com  
Thomas A. Brucker CKKC officer not publicly available 
James C. Currens CKKC co-founder, director, officer currens@uky.edu  
David Foster cave research collaborator acca@cavern.org hiddenrivercave@gmail.com 
Chris Groves CKKC officer chris.groves@wku.edu  
Richard Market CKKC director not publicly available 
David W. Weller CKKC director, officer not publicly available 
James Wells CKKC officer not publicly available 
Mike Yocum CKKC director, officer not publicly available 

mailto:rbrucker@rogerbrucker.com
mailto:currens@uky.edu
mailto:acca@cavern.org
mailto:hiddenrivercave@gmail.com
mailto:chris.groves@wku.edu
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Mammoth Cave Group 

The Mammoth Cave Group is a local group of the Cumberland Chapter of 
the Sierra Club, a national, not-for-profit, grassroots environmental organization 
founded in 1892. The Sierra Club is divided into regions called chapters. The 
Cumberland (n.k.a., Kentucky) Chapter encompasses the Commonwealth and 
focuses on state-wide environmental issues including climate action, coal/coal ash, 
energy efficiency, fracking/pipelines, solar/renewables, water, mining/mountain-
top mining, and forests/lands. The state chapter was founded in 1968 and currently has about 5,000 
members. It holds an annual gathering and publishes a monthly newsletter called The Cumberland. 
Each Sierra Club chapter is subdivided into multi-county groups that focus on local issues of 
environmental exploration, preservation, protection, restoration, education, and enjoyment. The 
Mammoth Cave Group of southern-western Kentucky is one of six active groups in the Cumber-
land Chapter (Sierra Club 2013a).  

The Mammoth Cave Group includes Sierra Club members residing in all parts of the current 
project area, having zip codes beginning with 421, 422, 426, and 427. This encompasses Barren, 
Edmonson, southern Grayson, Hart, and Warren counties, as well as 12 adjoining counties (Adair, 
Allen, Butler, Christian, Cumberland, Green, Logan, Metcalfe, Monroe, Simpson, Taylor, and 
Todd). The group meets monthly in Bowling Green. The leadership team is an executive 
committee with elected members and officers (Sierra Club 2013a, 2013b, 2013c).  

Besides participating in Cumberland Chapter activities, Mammoth Cave Group members 
discuss local environmental quality issues, volunteer on local environmental projects, share 
information with local and state politicians, participate in field trips and wilderness outings such 
as canoe trips, and present at and attend environmental education programs (Mammoth Cave 
Group 2017, Sierra Club 2013a). “Some of the issues impacting our Mammoth Cave Group area 
include sprawl, and air and water quality problems exacerbated by concentrated animal feeding 
operations and coal-fired power plants. These problems impact the health and well-being of our 
families and communities, as well as the delicate ecosystem at Mammoth Cave National Park” 
including its threatened and endangered plant, invertebrate, fish, reptile, bird, and mammal species 
(Sierra Club 2013a:1).  

One of the Mammoth Cave Group’s educational initiatives is the Nature Trading Post at Lost 
River Cave. Created in 2012, it is the only such initiative in Kentucky. This nature awareness 
program encourages children (and their parents) to explore the environment as they engage in 
presentations, view displays, and interact with Group volunteers on topics like bats, honey bees, 
butterflies, and water quality. Children earn points for their knowledge about nature, which they 
exchange for natural objects like rocks, minerals, fossils, and seeds at the trading post. Currently 
over 120 children or “traders” participate in the program (Holt 2016). 

Based on archival materials, cultural resources in the current project area that likely are 
significant to the Mammoth Cave Group are Green River and its tributaries, the Mammoth Cave 
System, and the ecosystems of the entire Mammoth Cave National Park (Section 3.4.15). These 
natural resources are relevant to the Group’s interests in water quality, biodiversity, natural resources 
education, and recreation (Mammoth Cave Group 2017, Sierra Club 2013a). Ethnographic research 
with Mammoth Cave Group informants likely would identify other relevant cultural resources such 
as particular bat hibernacula, endangered species, and karst landscape features.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 372 

Potential informants for the Mammoth Cave Group include current 
and recent members and officers, as well as individuals in the local 
community who interact and partner with the group (Table 30). Now 
in his 80s and one of the oldest members of the organization, Nick 
Daniels continues to attend meetings and actively volunteer on 
Mammoth Cave Group projects (Figure 57).  

Figure 57. 2016 Photograph of Nick Daniels (www.facebook.com/sierra.cc.mc/photos).  
 
Table 30. Potential Informants for the Mammoth Cave Group. 
Individual Relationship Contact Information  

Eleanor Bower current officer, committee chair, Nature 
Trading Post co-founder 

mc-chair@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Nick Daniels 20-year member, former officer 270-261-4458 

Jim Duffer member 516 Chestnut Street, Bowling Green, KY 
42101, 270-796-8748 

Marta Duffer committee chair mc-outings@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Annie Holt Lost River Cave Nature Center director annie@lostrivercave.org  

Willie T. Huston member 270-261-4458 

Tim Kercheville member t.kercheville@gmail.com 

Stephanie Morris current Executive Committee member stephanie.morris@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Thomas Morris former officer, Chapter delegate thomas.morris@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Eleanor Short current Executive Committee member eleanor.short@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Travis Varney current officer, online outreach coordinator mc-secretary@kentucky.sierraclub.org  

Ron Whitmore current Executive Committee treasurer mc-treasurer@kentucky.sierraclub.org 
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Chapter 4 
Phase II Research Results  

 

Phase II of the ethnographic overview and assessment involved original ethnographic data 
collection on contemporary uses of resources in the park. Results are presented in four sections. The 
first section presents summaries of interviews with individuals representing stakeholders and 
resource users, with the summaries organized by type of group (e.g., civic organizations, 
employees, natural history societies, etc.). Individuals who represent traditionally associated 
communities are mentioned briefly in this section, but their interview summaries are presented in 
the following section. Section 4.2 also provides a discussion of important resources in the park 
identified during interviews with representatives of the traditionally associated communities. The 
final section provides a discussion of patterns and themes identified in the ethnographic data 
gathered during Phase II research. 

Identification of Phase II interview participants was based on suggestions from park personnel, 
archival research and key informant feedback from Phase I of the project, snowball sampling 
during Phase II interviews, and contacts identified at community and park events (Section 2.8). 
Project personnel conducted a total of 81 interviews with 97 community members representing a 
range of stakeholders and resource user groups including traditionally associated communities.  

Table 31 provides an alphabetical list of interview participants, dates of interviews, and the report 
section(s) in which their interviews are discussed. If a participant is discussed in multiple sections, 
the section containing the interview summary is bolded. Almost half of the Phase II informants are 
members of multiple communities and are knowledgeable about different land uses and ethno-
graphic resources in the project area. For some people interviewed due to their affiliations with 
one particular group, it was difficult to categorize their interviews because they talked extensively 
and with authority about other group(s). 

Table 31. Interview Participants Listed Alphabetically. 
Name(s) Interview Date Report Section 
Bolton, Tommy 06/30/2016 4.1.5, 4.2.1, 4.2.4 
Bower, Eleanor and William N. “Nick” Daniels 06/30/2016 4.1.3, 4.1.4, 4.2.3 
Bransford, Jerry 12/11/2015 4.1.5, 4.1.6, 4.2.4, 4.2.5 
Brucker, Roger 08/04/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Buckberry, Ray 11/20/2016 4.1.3 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 4.1.3, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.6 
Bunnell, Terry 06/13/2016 4.1.3, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 
Carson, Vickie 10/17/2016 4.1.6 
Chaney, Tom 10/18/2016 4.1.1 
Childress, Georgie Lyle 11/11/2016 4.1.6 
Collins, Carol, Don Collins, and Barbara Moreland 11/27/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.6 
Cormany, Paula 11/17/2016 4.1.6 
Cutliff, Lewis 06/29/2016 4.1.6 
Davis, Gregory 04/23/2016 4.1.3, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 
Davis, Gregory 06/07/2016 4.1.2, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 
Davis, Susann 11/30/2015 4.1.6 
DuBose, Richard “Rick” 04/20/2016 4.1.3 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 374 

Table 31. Interview Participants Listed Alphabetically (continued). 
Name(s) Interview Date Report Section 
Durham, Calvin 11/17/2015 4.1.2 
Elder, Eric 11/27/2016 4.1.6 
Emberton, Peggy and Verda Miller 06/21/2016 4.1.6, 4.2.1, 4.2.5 
Esters, Leo 11/14/2016 4.1.1 
Fox, Charles 08/05/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Gardner, Vickie and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor 10/16/2016 4.1.5, 4.2.1, 4.2.4 
Gray, Samuel (not a formal interview) 06/22/2016 n/a 
Gray, Sarah 10/24/2016 4.1.10 
Groves, Chris 11/19/2015 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Hanson, Coy and Ronald Hanson 06/28/2016 4.1.2, 4.1.6, 4.2.5 
Hanson, Ronald 10/31/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.6 
Houchins, Jeffrey 07/07/2016 4.1.10 
James, Farrell 06/28/2016 4.1.5, 4.2.4 
Jenkins, Alicia “Lisa” and Judith Meyer 07/21/2016 4.1.5, 4.1.10, 4.2.4 
Jolly, Bert and Bonnie Jolly 11/12/2016 4.1.11 
Kambesis, Patricia 12/07/2015 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Klausner, Ed 10/23/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Kleier, Charlotte 11/24/2015 4.1.8, 4.2.1 
Kleier, Charlotte, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal 06/22/2016 4.1.7, 4.1.8, 4.2.1, 4.2.4, 4.2.6 
Lansden, Rho 11/25/2015 4.1.13 
Lee, Alice and Dan Lee 08/04/2016 4.1.5, 4.1.6, 4.2.4, 4.2.5 
LeSieur, Jack 11/19/2015 4.1.5, 4.2.1, 4.2.4 
Lombardi, David and Roxan Lombardi 12/08/2015 4.1.2 
Matera, Ann 08/01/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.6 
McDougal, Irvin “Brad” 06/07/2016 4.1.6, 4.1.9, 4.2.5, 4.2.8 
McKay, John 11/21/2015 4.1.6 
Mefford, Ethan 11/27/2016 4.1.6 
Meredith, Magaline 11/19/2016 4.1.2 
Merideth, Johnny 12/02/2015 4.1.6, 4.2.5 
Merideth, Johnny 04/30/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.5, 4.2.8 
Miller, Bishop David (not a formal interview) 06/08/2016 n/a 
Morris, Thomas 06/28/2016 4.1.4, 4.2.3 
Nelson, Jay 10/19/2016 4.1.4 
Noble, Nick 10/28/2016 4.1.3, 4.1.13 
Olson, Colleen 11/15/2016 4.1.6 
Olson, Rick 11/30/2016 4.1.6 
Otten, Tammy, Beau Gergel, and Brian Hunsaker 08/05/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Parrish, Uretha T. and Stanley 11/21/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.6 
Phillips, Keith 06/06/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.8 
Price, Leslie 10/25/2016 4.1.6 
Ramos-Cruz, Carel, Martha Cruz Rubio, and Hilarino Martinez 10/17/2016 4.1.2 
Ray, Janelle 06/14/2016 4.1.5, 4.1.8, 4.2.1, 4.2.4 
Reichard, Mary Stuart and Anne Barnes Bird 04/23/2016 4.1.3, 4.2.2 
Sanders, Nelson 10/17/2016 4.1.5, 4.2.1, 4.2.4 
Sanders, Richie 10/25/2016 4.1.10 
Schubert, Mary 11/28/2016 4.1.6 
Sheppard, Conni 08/01/2016 4.1.12 
Shull, Richard L. 07/19/2016 4.1.2 
Sides, Stan 06/27/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Siewers, Helen 11/19/2015 4.1.11 
Siewers, Helen 06/06/2016 4.1.3 
Smith, Gordon 11/12/2016 4.1.13 
Smith, Janet Bass 11/27/2015 4.1.6 
Spence, David 12/04/2015 4.1.6 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 375 

Table 31. Interview Participants Listed Alphabetically (continued). 
Name(s) Interview Date Report Section 
Starnes, Linda A. and Doris Dorsey 10/24/2016 4.1.11 
Tabor, Sharon 08/03/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.6 
Thompson, Rebekah 11/14/2016 4.1.6 
Toomey, Rick 10/26/2016 4.1.6 
Walker, C. Dorian 11/17/2016 4.1.1 
Wheet, Jackie 11/17/2017 4.1.6 
White, Teresa (not a formal interview) Fall 2015 n/a 
Wilcher, LuJuana 06/06/2016 4.1.3 
Williams, Charlie and James Middleton 07/28/2016 4.1.7, 4.2.7 
Wilson, Sandra 06/21/2016 4.1.12 
Winkler, Elizabeth 11/24/2015 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Winkler, Elizabeth 07/18/2016 4.1.9, 4.2.7 
Yates, Steven, Barry Wood and Natty Bumpo  11/18/2016 4.1.10 

 
 

For Phase II of the project the research team focused on breadth rather than depth. In other 
words, we conducted ethnographic research with as many groups as possible utilizing a small but 
sufficient sample of key informants for each group, rather than working with a large number of 
subjects representing only a few groups. The primary rationale for this choice was the large number 
of groups with traditional and contemporary connections to the park and vicinity, as well as the 
wide and diverse range of relationships that these groups have with the park. Breadth allowed 
collection of data from more of the many stakeholder and resource user groups to gain a better 
sense of which ones constitute traditionally associated groups and to ascertain the diverse attitudes, 
interests, and utilization goals that different peoples have for the park’s resources.  

That said, the temporal and financial parameters of the ethnographic overview and assessment 
project meant that there were insufficient resources to conduct original ethnographic research with 
all of the groups identified through archival investigations in Phase I. Instead, sampling and 
prioritization were necessary. Groups and individuals who were subjects of previous ethnographic 
and oral history projects were lower priority than groups and individuals whose knowledge, 
experiences, and opinions are more poorly documented. In addition, some individuals contacted 
declined the offer to participate in the project. Exclusion from consideration in Phase II research 
in no way means that those communities do not have important, relevant viewpoints. 

Accordingly, of the 18 general resource user groups identified for Mammoth Cave National 
Park, 13 are represented in the Phase II research (Table 32). Interviews do not represent five 
resource user groups due to lack of informant availability, existing interviews by other researchers, 
and other factors: agricultural groups and farmers, church congregations, government agencies, 
school groups and associations, and volunteers. However, some participants provided extensive 
insights about church congregations, so much that the information is summarized in Section 4.2. 
For stakeholders and resource users, Phase II participants are associated with 23 communities 
representing ten general resource user group types. For traditionally associated peoples, Phase II 
interviewees are associated with 13 communities representing seven general resource user group 
types. In total, the research team worked with members of 36 communities for original Phase II 
research (Table 32). 
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Table 32. Stakeholders and Traditionally Associated Communities Represented in Phase II Interviews. 
Type of Group Community Name 
Stakeholders and Resource User Groups 
artisans, craftspeople, and guilds Jammin’ on the Porch 
 Kentucky Repertory Theatre  
 Leo’s Crafts 
 Peridot Pictures 
businesses and business organizations Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Campground 
 Forever Resorts, Inc. 
 Magaline’s Antique Mall 
 Porky Pig Diner 
 Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast 
 Taquería Hidalgo 
civic organizations Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
conservation and preservation groups Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
employees various current and former employees 
genealogical and historical societies Edmonson Historical Society 
neighborhood communities Chalybeate residents 
 Sunfish residents 
recreationists and sportsmen Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen 
 Cave Country Trails 
tourism and visitor bureaus Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission 
 Munfordville Tourism Commission 
tourist attraction owners/employees Diamond Caverns 
 Lost River Cave 
 Park Mammoth Resort 
Traditionally Associated Communities 
church congregations congregations of three extant churches in park 
civic organizations Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
conservation and preservation groups Mammoth Cave Group 
descendants African American descendant 
 Euro-American descendants 
employees legacy and veteran employees 
gateway communities Brownsville residents 
 Cave City resident and employee 
 Park City residents and officials 
 Horse Cave resident 
 Munfordville resident 
natural history societies mushroom hunters and collectors 
 Cave Research Foundation 
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4.1  Ethnographic Interviews with Stakeholders and Resource Users 

Summaries of interviews with representatives of 23 stakeholders and resource user groups 
(Table 32) are arranged and presented according to the general types of resource user groups that 
were identified based on Phase I research (Table 1).  

4.1.1  Artisans, Craftspeople, and Art/Craft Guilds 

Artisans, craftspeople, and art/craft guilds include individuals and organizations whose pro-
fession or avocation focuses on the creation of original functional or decorative works in the 
tradition of local practices and/or the reproduction or recreation of historic items. Artisans and 
craftspeople create utilitarian and non-utilitarian works such as furniture, textiles, clothing, 
containers, carvings, jewelry, sculptures, and decorative objects by hand using high quality, 
traditional materials. Art works also include performances (musical, theatrical, etc.), literary 
creations, oral storytelling, and filmmaking. 

Three project participants talked primarily or exclusively about the park through the lens of 
their relationship to some type of artistic endeavor. One participant, Tom Chaney, is associated 
with two performance-based artistic venues: the Kentucky Repertory Theatre in Horse Cave (now 
defunct) and Jammin’ on the Porch at The Bookstore in Horse Cave. The second participant, Leo 
Esters, is a woodworking craftsman known for his birdhouses. The third, Dorian Walker, heads a 
film production company based in Bowling Green. Details on the interviews with each participant 
are in Table 33. 

Table 33.  Interviewees with Ties to Artisans, Craftspeople, and Art/Craft Guilds. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name/Type of Activity 
Chaney, Tom 10/18/2016 Jammin’ on the Porch at The Bookstore/music 

Kentucky Repertory Theatre/performances 
Esters, Leo 11/14/2016 Leo’s Crafts/woodworking 
Walker, C. Dorian 11/17/2016 Peridot Pictures/filmmaking 

 
Tom Chaney has experience with an informal arts performance venue in Horse Cave, Kentucky. 

Chaney  co-founded a used bookstore, The Bookstore, as an outlet for his interest in books and a 
repository for his own books. Around 2012 or 2013 the venue began hosting weekly public jam 
sessions, Jammin’ on the Porch, as an outlet for local musicians. Emphasizing mostly country, 
Bluegrass, and blues music, participants arrive with their instruments and take turns leading who-
ever else shows up through specific songs. Chaney also is active in the Hart County Chamber of 
Commerce, helping to promote tourism endeavors, culture, and local heritage. He was instrumental 
in founding the Kentucky Repertory Theatre (a.k.a. Horse Cave Repertory Theatre) in part as a 
way to attract travelers from I-65 into Horse Cave. In his interview Chaney talked about his 
relationship to the area, the creation of The Bookstore, the Kentucky Repertory Theatre, the 
importance of Hidden River Cave as a major tourist draw and economic boost in the area, his 
memories of Mammoth Cave, and the current impact of Mammoth Cave on the Hidden River 
community (Hart County).   

Leo Esters is a well-known woodworking artist in Cave City, Kentucky (Figure 58). He created 
a roadside stand, Leo’s Crafts, at his house on Highway 70 as an outlet for his products. Best known 
for his red cedar birdhouses, he also creates wheel barrows, cedar chests, and tables. Esters has 
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displayed some of his work at the Arts Guild of the Barrens gallery in Glasgow, Kentucky. The Arts 
Guild, founded in 2009 by Ann Stewart (director of tourism for the Chamber of Commerce, 
Glasgow) and Betty Brogan (chair of the Chamber of Commerce arts committee), provides 
opportunities for local and regional artists to display original creations. They opened the gallery in 
2013 with a space named “212 On the Main.” Esters previously served as mayor of Cave City and 
worked for the Great Onyx Job Corps. In his interview, Esters talked about his background, his art 
(inspiration, favorite pieces, why he likes birdhouses), building a business, interactions with 
customers, and changes at Mammoth Cave National Park.  

Figure 58.  Leo Esters Working on a Birdhouse in his Workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Nogay Walker and C. Dorian Walker are the founders of Peridot Pictures, a film pro-
duction company founded in Los Angeles and relocated to Bowling Green, Kentucky in 1993. 
Completed films include Legends of the Sky: The Jenny, American Drummer Boy, and the All 
Aboard! Miniseries. A film production relevant to the project area is The Floyd Collins Story 
(2009), filmed on location at Sand Cave with technical input from Roger Brucker. In his interview, 
Dorian Walker talked about his production company, the impetus for the move to Bowling Green, 
projects in the Mammoth Cave area, details about the Floyd Collins film, and film as an important 
medium for storytelling. 

4.1.2  Businesses and Business Organizations 

The category of businesses and business organizations includes owners, directors, and other 
key personnel at local businesses and business organizations with direct or indirect connections to 
the park and its vicinity. This includes personnel at businesses serving park visitors or park 
divisions and staff, such as food suppliers. It also includes personnel and organizations that benefit 
from the existence and operation of the park, such as hotels and motels, restaurants, retail and 
souvenir shops, gas and service stations, and chambers of commerce in local neighborhoods, 
towns, and cities.  
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Project participants relevant to this resource user group are listed in Table 34 and discussed 
below. They include nine interviewees representing six hospitality, restaurant, lodging, and retail 
businesses: Forever Resorts, Porky Pig Diner, Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Campground, 
Magaline’s Antique Mall, Taquería Hidalgo Restaurant, and Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast. In 
addition, several individuals who were interviewed about their associations with other types of 
resource user groups also are members of a local chamber of commerce. 

 
Table 34.  Interviewees with Ties to Businesses and Business Organizations. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Davis, Gregory 06/07/2016 Forever Resorts, Inc. 
Durham, Calvin 11/17/2015 Porky Pig Diner, Smiths Grove/Pig, KY 
Lombardi, David and 
Roxan “Rocky” 

12/08/2015 Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Campground, 
Mammoth Cave, KY 

Meredith, Magaline 11/19/2016 Magaline’s Antique Mall, Cave City, KY 
Ramos-Cruz, Carel, 
Martha Cruz Rubio, 
and Hilarino Martinez 

10/17/2016 Taquería Hidalgo, Horse Cave, KY 

Shull, Richard L. 07/19/2016 Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast, Brownsville, KY 
 

Since 1981 Forever Resorts, Inc. has operated resorts in inspiring natural environments in the 
United States, Europe, and Africa (www.foreverresorts.com). It also is an authorized concessioner 
of the National Park Service, and the company operates lodging and food services at Mammoth 
Cave National Park. Past and present employees of Forever Resorts are valuable potential infor-
mants because they work at the park but as civilians rather than government employees. Forever 
Resorts is unique as a for-profit business operating within a national park on federal property.  

Employees of the business interviewed for this project include Gregory Davis (Figure 59) and 
Coy Hanson. Gregory Davis also is important because of his status as a descendant of a pre-park 
family and his participation in the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. During his interview 
Davis discussed his history of working with park concessions, including its relationship with the 
park and things tourists are most interested in at the park; his family history with the park; and his 
participation in the Mammoth Cave National Park Association. The interview with Coy Hanson 
is summarized in Section 4.1.6. 

 

  

 

  

Figure 59.  Greg Davis at Home, 2016. 

https://www.foreverresorts.com/
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Porky Pig Diner in Smiths Grove, Kentucky is a well-known local hangout in the neighbor-
hood known as Pig (www.facebook.com/pigoutpigoutpigout). Calvin Durham was interviewed 
in November 2015 at the barbeque restaurant. He has been in business for just over 20 years. Most 
customers are locals, but tourists from Mammoth Cave National Park find their way to the diner, 
usually in summer and fall during the busier times for the park. Durham also noticed a decline in 
customers because of fewer tours in the park and due to road closures/construction. He talked 
about how owning and operating the diner has changed his life and the important role it plays 
locally as a community gathering space – a “table of knowledge.” Durham mentioned that in 
addition to tourists from Mammoth Cave, a number of customers are park employees. In addition 
to regular operating hours and a daily menu, the diner puts on holiday dinners at the restaurant and 
caters for local churches (Figure 60). 

Figure 60. (Left) Front of Porky Pig Diner. (Right) Calvin and Ramona Durham, 2016. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Double “J” Stables and Horsemen’s Campground is a horse ranch located northeast of 
Mammoth Cave National Park (doublejstables.com). In addition to provide camping facilities for 
visitors, they provide stalls and turnout areas for visiting horses and rent their own horses for visitor 
use. They are the only independently owned facility to provide guided trail rides that directly access 
85 miles of trails in Mammoth Cave National Park. The owner/operators are David and Roxan 
“Rocky” Lombardi. In their interview, the Lombardis talked about their decision to purchase the 
business, their work to help the park service maintain trails in the park, and their appreciation for 
the work of park officials to maintain the environmental integrity of the area.  They also talked 
about their work with the local chamber of commerce, local businesses, and how their relationship 
to the park is their biggest business asset.  

Magaline’s Antique Mall is a 10,000-square-foot store located in Cave City that has been in 
business for a quarter century (www.magalinesantiquemall.com). Items for sale include Civil War 
collectibles, glassware, furniture, books, and vintage clothes. During her interview Magaline 
Meredith talked about previous businesses (e.g., Magaline’s Sandwich Shop), her interest in 
antiques, why she loves Cave City, and why the national park was a catalyst for her purchasing 
the building and opening the business.  

Taquería Hidalgo is a Mexican restaurant located in Horse Cave. In his interview, owner/ 
operator Carel Ramos-Cruz (Figure 61) talked about his background, immigrating from Mexico, 
food traditions in Kentucky, working in a factory (Interstate Hardwoods), and what it’s like to live 

https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpigoutpigoutpigout
http://www.magalinesantiquemall.com/
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and work in Munfordville. Although not extensively discussed he talked about the seasonal nature 
of the restaurant because the customer base is keyed to the national park. Carel Ramos-Cruz’s 
mother, Martha Cruz Rubio, and his father, Hilarino C. Martinez, were present and participated 
in the interview, discussing cooking and describing the family’s experience owning and operating 
the business. 

Figure 61.  Carel Ramos-Cruz (Left) in Front of His Business, Taquería Hidalgo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast is located outside Brownsville, Kentucky. Situated on 
Highway 70 approximately one mile from the west park boundary, it is easily accessible from the 
Visitor Center, Diamond Caverns, and other local attractions (serenityhillbedandbreakfast.com).  
Richard Shull and his wife, Stephanie, are the owner/operators of Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast 
(Figure 62). Shull talked about moving to the area, setting up the business, and how they advertise. 
Shull talked about how cross-country cyclists comprise an important part of his business. The 
Transamerican Trail, established in 1976 during the bicentennial, mapped a bicycle route across 
the United States that is still used today. A loop on this trail comes near Mammoth Cave National 
Park. Shull stated that most of their guests are in the area to visit Mammoth Cave National Park 
and he shared some feedback they hear from visitors. Guests who stay at the bed and breakfast 
because of the trail and the park also visit Brownsville for shopping and dining. Shull discussed 
how he and his wife are active in local organizations such as the Tourism Council through the 
Cave City Convention Center, Edmonson County Chamber of Commerce, and Friends of Mammoth 
Cave National Park. They also participate in local activities such as morel mushroom hunting.  

The Hart County Chamber of Commerce is important because it represents the interests of a 
wide range of members, including diverse large and small businesses in Hart County – accounting, 
advertising and marketing, agriculture, attractions, auctions, automotive, banking, communications, 
computer and copier, construction, floral, funeral homes, grocers, hair and nails, health, home and 
garden, industry, insurance, legal, lodging, radio, real estate, recycling, restaurants, retail, signs  
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and printing, telecommunications, trucking, and utilities – many of which have direct and indirect 
connections to the park. Relevant project interviewees are discussed in detail in other sections, 
including Tom Chaney (Section 4.1.1), Ann (Chaney) Matera (Section 4.1.7), James Middle-
ton (Section 4.1.7), and Sandra Wilson (Section 4.1.12). 

Figure 62.  Richard Shull on the Steps Outside Serenity Hills Bed and Breakfast. 

4.1.3  Civic Organizations 

Civic organizations are non-profit groups whose members engage in service activities aimed 
at elevating individuals and improving communities. More specifically, a civic organization is any 
“community-based company, club, committee, association, corporation, or any other organization 
or group of persons acting in concert which is composed of persons who are members thereof on 
a voluntary basis and which is primarily established to further education, charitable, religious, 
cultural, or local economic development purposes” (www.lawinsider.com). Nine individuals with 
ties to two civic organizations, Mammoth Cave Park Association and Friends of Mammoth Cave 
National Park, were interviewed during Phase II (Table 35). 

Table 35.  Interviewees with Ties to Civic Organizations. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Buckberry, Ray 11/20/2016 Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
Bunnell, Terry 06/13/2016 Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
Davis, Greg 04/23/2016 Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
DuBose, Richard 04/20/2016 Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
Reichard, Mary Stuart 
and Anne Barnes Bird 

04/23/2016 Mammoth Cave National Park Association 

Siewers, Helen 06/06/2016 Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
Wilcher, Lujuana 06/06/2016 Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 

https://www.lawinsider.com/
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The Mammoth Cave National Park Association is a not-for-profit civic organization 
founded in 1924 to promote creation of Mammoth Cave National Park through fundraising and 
land acquisition. This group qualifies as a traditionally associated community and interviews with 
members affiliated with this group are discussed in Section 4.2.2: Bobby Bunnell, Terry Bunnell, 
Greg Davis, Mary Stuart Reichard, and Anne Barnes Bird.  

Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park is a not-for-profit civic organization supporting 
programs and projects that enhance, protect, and preserve the park’s cultural and natural resources. 
The group’s relationship with the park is unique among associated communities because it is 
formalized through memoranda of agreement and understanding that allow the group to serve as a 
park ambassador, create and conduct special events including those promoting educational 
competencies and healthy lifestyles, and solicit contributions to benefit the park. It is an important 
group to document because of its roles related to promoting the park’s mission and the group’s 
partnerships with other associated communities. In addition to the four individuals below, other 
group members interviewed for this project are Eleanor Bower (discussed in Section 4.2.3) and 
Nick Noble (discussed in Section 4.1.13).  

Ray Buckberry, interviewed in November 2016 at his home, talked about his background 
including his childhood in Bowling Green, the history of the Mammoth Cave area, his current job 
as an attorney in Bowling Green, effects on Mammoth Cave on surrounding communities, and the 
Cave Research Foundation. 

Richard “Rick” DuBose talked about why he has been involved with Friends of Mammoth 
Cave National Park. Among his major contributions are fundraising and assisting with school 
programs that help students visit the park.  

Helen Siewers talked about being recruited to be part of the Friends group by LaJuana Wilcher. 
She talked about the three main areas of emphasis for the group: education, recreation, and conser-
vation. For instance, Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park supports efforts in environmental 
education, sponsors recreational community events like Pedal for the Park and Mammoth-on, and 
fundraises to preserve and restore Crystal Cave. She talked in more detail about Mammoth-on, an 
event conceived by a park employee that was basically a triathlon on park property. Siewers is 
particularly active helping with fundraising and building community partnerships. She emphasized 
her appreciation for the above-ground resources at the park, particularly those used by hikers, 
bikers, and boaters. 

LaJuana Wilcher has a long history in the area and spent the first part of her interview 
reminiscing about her childhood memories of the park, her high school job there, and the Cave 
Research Foundation. She talked about the origins of Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
and how a park official wanted to start a friends group to help support activities at the park. Wilcher 
became the first chairperson and president of Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park. She 
identified the original goals of the group as being education, serving as ambassadors of the cave, 
working with local communities, scientific research, international cooperation, and coordination. 
The group actively seeks members of diverse backgrounds and from different areas of the state. 
One of her favorite events is A Walk in the Park.  
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4.1.4  Conservation and Preservation Groups 

Conservation and preservation groups undertake activities to protect natural and cultural 
resources and to ensure their survival in as close to original condition as feasible for as long as 
possible into the future. Groups associated with the Mammoth Cave area undertake different types 
of activities including resource stewardship, educational programs, and policy and legislative 
advocacy. Most are not-for-profit organizations that draw heavily on volunteers to support their 
initiatives. Three individuals associated with two conservation and preservation groups were 
interviewed during Phase II research (Table 36). 
 
Table 36.  Interviewees with Ties to Conservation and Preservation Groups. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Bower, Eleanor and Nick Daniels 06/30/2016 Mammoth Cave Group 
Morris, Thomas 06/28/2016 Mammoth Cave Group 
Nelson, Jay 10/19/2016 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

 
The Mammoth Cave Group is one of nine groups in Kentucky that comprise the Cumberland 

Chapter of the national Sierra Club. This group qualifies as a traditionally associated community 
and interviews with three individuals associated with this group are discussed in Section 4.2.3: 
Eleanor Bower, William N. “Nick” Daniels, and Thomas Morris.  

 Jay Nelson works with the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program. CREP is a 
joint venture by the United States Department of Agriculture and the Farm Service Agency to 
restore 99,500 acres of south-central Kentucky’s Green River watershed. CREP uses federal and 
state resources to safeguard sensitive environmental areas, in part through financial incentives 
to grow grasses, trees, and other vegetation in lands previously in crop production (www.fsa. 
usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Conservation/PDF/crepkyfactsheet.pdf). Nelson 
began his interview discussing his background, including that his great-grandfather worked as a 
guide at Mammoth Cave. He described his interest in environmental protection; the roles of federal, 
state and local partnerships to help promote environmental responsibility; the importance of re-
pairing buffers for karst areas; and the effects of growing agricultural crops versus native vegetation.  

4.1.5  Descendants and Descendant Families 

Individuals and families whose ancestors historically resided in the project area, especially in 
the portions that became the park, comprise the descendants and descendant families category of 
resource user groups. During the time period of park creation, over 500 families resided on 
property that was taken or slated for acquisition to create the park (Whittle and Whittle 
1929[2003]), and the dispossessed and bordering families include 178 surnames (Table 17).  

Phase II research involved 12 interviews with 17 descendants (Table 37). Participants included 
one member of the African American descendant community, Jerry Bransford, and 16 members 
of the Euro-American descendant community: Tommy Bolton, Bobby Bunnell, Vickie Gardner, 
Tommy Houchin, Farrell James, Alicia “Lisa” Jenkins, Charlotte Kleier, Dan and Alice Lee, 
John “Jack” LeSieur, Billie McDougal, Johnny Meredith, Judith Meyer, Janelle Ray, Nelson 
Sanders, and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor. However, many more research participants (e.g., Terry 
Bunnell, Tom Chaney, Coy Hanson, Ann Matera) interviewed relative to other communities also 
belong in this category and spoke about their ancestral ties to the park in their interviews. Because 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Conservation/PDF/crepkyfactsheet.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Conservation/PDF/crepkyfactsheet.pdf
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descendants are categorized as traditionally associated peoples, interviews with members of the 
African American and Euro-American descendant communities are described in Section 4.2.4.   

Table 37.  Interviewees with Ties to Descendants and Descendant Families. 
Name Date of Interview 
Bolton, Tommy 06/30/2016 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 
Bransford, Jerry 12/11/2015 
Gardner, Vickie and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor 10/16/2016 
James, Farrell 06/28/2016 
Jenkins, Alicia “Lisa” and Judith Meyer 07/21/2016 
Kleier, Charlotte, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal 06/22/2016 
Lee, Dan and Alice 08/04/2016 
LeSieur, John “Jack” 11/19/2015 
Merideth, Johnny 12/02/2015, 04/30/2016 
Ray, Janelle 06/14/2016 
Sanders, Nelson 10/17/2016 

 
4.1.6  Employees 

Current and former employees of Mammoth Cave National Park and the precursor Mammoth 
Cave Estate comprise another type of stakeholder and resource user group. Their lengths of service 
and specific duties are variable. Employees provide diverse perspectives about the park based on 
their roles as employees and as members of other communities. Some employees, for instance, are 
descendants of families dispossessed or otherwise impacted by park creation. Further, many have 
worked in more than one position in the park and many also have had experience at other parks.  

Phase II interviews were conducted with 25 current and former employees of the park (Table 
38). The 16 participants who were employed at the time of the interviews are Jerry Bransford, 
Vickie Carson, Paula Cormany, Eric Elder, John McKay, Ethan Mefford, Johnny Merideth, 
Colleen Olson (now deceased), Rick Olson, Leslie Price, Mary Schubert, Janet Bass Smith, David 
Spence, Rebekah Thorp, Rickard Toomey, and Jackie Wheet. The seven participants who were 
former employees at the time of the interviews are Georgie Lyle Childress, Lewis Cutliff, Peggy 
Emberton, Coy Hanson (now deceased), Ronald Hanson, Dan Lee, and Irvin “Brad” McDougal. 
The parents of the other informant, Susann Davis, are former park employees. Relatives in Verda 
Miller’s family were associated with the CCC. Seven employees (Jerry Bransford, Lewis Cutliff, 
Peggy Emberton, Coy Hanson, Ronald Hanson, Daniel Lee, and Johnny Merideth) with multi-
generational ties to the park or who worked at the park for at least 40 years, here referred to as 
legacy employees and veteran employees, respectively, qualify as a traditionally associated group 
and their interviews are covered in more detail in Section 4.2.5.  

Vickie Carson was interviewed in October 2016. After talking about her background, she 
discussed about changes in demographics of park rangers that she has witnessed over her career. 
She transitioned to describing her role interacting with tourists and communities as part of her job 
as public information officer, including authors and artists (e.g., writers, video game developers). 
Aspects of history of the park were interspersed throughout her interview. Carson talked about 
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features and locations in the park she thinks are unique, how visitors sometimes overlook aspects 
of the park because they focus on the cave, and cave restoration work. 

Table 38.  Interviewees Who Are or with Ties to Current/Former Employees. 
Name Date of Interview Employment Status 
Bransford, Jerry 12/11/2015 current employee 
Carson, Vickie 10/17/2016 current employee 
Childress, Georgie Lyle 11/11/2016 former employee 
Cormany, Paula 11/17/2016 current employee 
Cutliff, Lewis 06/29/2016 former employee 
Davis, Susann 11/30/2015 relative of former employees 
Elder, Eric 11/27/2016 current employee 
Emberton, Peggy and Verda Miller 06/21/2016 former employee, relative 
Hanson, Coy and Ronald Hanson 06/28/2016 former employees 
Lee, Daniel [and Alice Lee] 08/04/2015 former employee 
McDougal, Irvin “Brad” 06/07/2016 former employee 
McKay, John 11/21/2015 current employee 
Mefford, Ethan 11/27/2016 current employee 
Merideth, Johnny 12/02/2015 current employee 
Olson, Colleen 11/15/2016 current employee 
Olson, Rick 11/30/2016 current employee 
Price, Leslie 10/25/2016 current employee 
Schubert, Mary 11/28/2016 current employee 
Smith, Janet Bass 11/27/2015 current employee 
Spence, David 12/04/2015 current employee 
Thompson, Rebekah 11/14/2016 current employee 
Toomey, Rick  10/26/2016 current employee 
Wheet, Jackie 11/17/2016 current employee 

 

Georgie Lyle Childress was inter-
viewed in November 2016 at his home in 
Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. Childress 
worked as a ferry boat captain on the 
Green River Ferry (Figure 63). He grew 
up near Mammoth Cave and his parents 
were well known in the community. His 
mother taught at Lincoln School and his 
father was a deacon of Union Light 
Baptist Church. He talked about the sense 
of community in the area and how people 
help each other. Much of his interview 
was spent talking about work as a ferry 
boat captain including training, what a 
typical day at work looks like, and what 
he enjoyed most about his job. 

Figure 63.  Photo of the Green River Ferry Operated by Georgie 
Lyle Childress, 2016. 

. 
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Paula Cormany was interviewed in November 2017 at the Visitor Center at Mammoth Cave 
National Park. Cormany talked about socializing with rangers and relationships between the park 
and the larger community. She talked briefly about the history of the park, artifacts in the park, 
and above-ground activities like hiking. She discussed products for the store including items made 
by “Randy the Tinsmith” and restrictions on products that can be sold. 

Lewis Cutliff was interviewed in June 2016 at the Edmonson County Library in Brownsville. 
Cutliff is a descendant of a pre-park family. He was five years old when his family had to move 
out of the park and settled in Park City. His interview focused initially on family history. For 
example, his great-great-grandfather worked in the saltpeter operations in Mammoth Cave, and his 
father was a cave guide. His maternal grandfather was a porter at the hotel and was on-site when 
it burned down; various other relatives also worked at the hotel. His interview transitioned to the 
history of the formation of the park and how that intersected with family history. For instance, his 
grandfather McDaniel was a photographer and had a business taking souvenir photos of visitors to 
the cave. Other family members, including Cutliff, worked for the photo business. After serving 
in the United States Air Force, Cutliff returned to the area and started working as a cave guide.  

The second half of his interview focused on his time as an employee of Mammoth Cave 
National Park including the changes he witnessed, some of which he enacted (like bringing back 
some of the old tours). He commented on some of the negatives associated with the park (promises 
about ferries not kept, cemeteries not maintained, demolition of the hotel, demolition of old log 
houses) and the positives (jobs to the area, visitors/tourism to the area, stewards of an awesome 
resource). “We’re not a pretty cave…our uniqueness is the size and the mysterious feeling, the 
history…”. Toward the end of the interview he commented that the National Park Service should 
remember that Mammoth Cave National Park is a historic park, not just a natural park.  

Susann Davis was interviewed at Western Kentucky University in November 2016. She is not 
a current or former employee, but her father, Lee Davis, and other family members have worked 
at Mammoth Cave National Park. In addition, she is a descendant of one of the pre-park families. 
Her interview was about what it is like to grow up in a family who works for the National Park 
Service and being a descendant of a pre-park family. She shared memories about specific sites in 
the cave, family meals at the Mammoth Cave Hotel (and how she felt about it closing), 
participating in the Youth Conservation Corps, living with park rules, and sharing Mammoth Cave 
with future generations.  

Eric Elder was interviewed in November 2016 at the Mammoth Cave Visitor Center. He 
began his interview with personal history of working for the park. He talked about changes at the 
park, the importance of Mammoth Cave, and resource gathering within the park. Part of his 
interview covered preventive measures to maintain the park, environmental issues including 
endangered wildlife, and possible park expansion through eminent domain. 

Coy Hanson (1921-2016) and Ronald Hanson were interviewed together in June 2016 in 
Cave City. The Hansons are descendants of pre-park families including Hanson and Doyle. Coy’s 
son Ronald Hanson was interviewed again in October 2016; that interview is discussed in Section 
4.1.7. Coy Hanson (Figure 64) talked about how his family has had association with the park since 
1921, when his family worked for the New Entrance section of the cave. Coy Hanson worked in 
park concessions for a short period of time. He also worked for the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association. Coy Hanson’s father (Carl) and uncle (Earl) helped build the stairs in the cave and 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 388 

both served as guides at the New Entrance. Coy Hanson became a seasonal guide (Figure 65) and 
later was hired as a park ranger positioned at Flint Ridge to keep watch over Floyd Collins’ body. 
The Hansons interspersed family history with discussion about working at Mammoth Cave, pre- 
and post-park era. As with many other interviews with local residents, the Hansons discussed the 
controversy of the demolition of the Mammoth Cave Hotel in the 1970s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 64.  Coy Hanson Photographed 
at Home, 2016. 

Figure 65.  Mammoth Cave Postcard with Coy Hanson Rowing a Boat on 
the Echo River Tour. This reportedly is the most popular park postcard. 

John McKay, interviewed in November 2015 at the Stones River National Battlefield in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, worked as a seasonal employee at several parks before returning to 
Kentucky to work at Mammoth Cave National Park, where he worked as an interpretive ranger. 
He stated that Kentucky is known for four things: horses, coal mines, bourbon, and Mammoth 
Cave. He was excited to come back home to work and talked about how Mammoth Cave is a 
different kind of park.  

Ethan Mefford was interviewed in November 2016 at the Mammoth Cave Visitor Center. The 
interview began with his personal history and then focused on his work at Mammoth Cave National 
Park. In addition to working with visitors, he talked about preservation efforts at Mammoth Cave, 
the broader mission of the park, and community relations. 

Johnny Merideth was interviewed the first time in December 2015 at Mammoth Cave National 
Park. Like many employees, Merideth is a descendant of pre-park families. He began his interview 
talking about his family history in the area and how he became intrigued by and delved deeper into 
his own history after doing a genealogy workshop. He talked briefly about Mammoth Cave Church 
where his great-grandfather was a pastor. He talked about how the community at that church and 
two other churches in the park still have homecomings and mixed feelings among pre-park 
descendants about diminished access to cemeteries where ancestors are buried. Merideth talked 
about how Mammoth Cave National Park is unique in that it is like two parks – geological and 
cultural – and how that makes being a guide a challenging, yet rewarding, experience. 
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Colleen Olson (1966-2018) was interviewed in November 2016 at the Mammoth Cave Visitor 
Center. She began her interview by describing the history of her association with the park. Most 
of the interview focused on two topics: Mammoth-on and storytelling. Olson was instrumental in 
developing Mammoth-on, an annual caving-hiking-biking triathlon intended to promote community 
awareness of and involvement in the park. Olson, an interpretive guide at Mammoth Cave National 
Park for 25 years, was a prolific writer with a keen interest in history, oral storytelling, and scary 
stories. She wrote five books about Mammoth Cave including Scary Stories from Mammoth Cave 
and Prehistoric Cavers from Mammoth Cave.  

Rick Olson was interviewed at the Science and Resources Management Building at Mammoth 
Cave National Park in November 2016. The focus of his interview was his interest in caving, his 
experiences in caving and cave exploration at Mammoth Cave, his job as a park ecologist, and 
park projects on which he has worked or about which he has knowledge, such as barrens prairie 
restoration, fire management planning, bat habitat restoration, addressing the problem of white-
nose syndrome in bats, and cave trails development.  

Leslie Price was interviewed in October 2016 at Mammoth Cave National Park (Figure 66). 
There is a problem with the audio on the interview and no Summary of Contents was generated 
for the interview. Notes are based on the fieldnotes generated from the visit. One theme Price 
discussed was her perception of the difference between rangers who came from local families with 
multiple generations of rangers and those who either came from outside the area or with no 
previous ties to the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Figure 66.  Leslie Price (Left) Being Interviewed by Anne Rappaport (Right), 2016. 

Mary Schubert was interviewed at the Mammoth Cave Visitor Center in November 2016. 
She discussed her interest in caves and hydrogeology, the National Speleological Society, and the 
Cave Research Foundation. She described the typical day for park employees, what she’s observed 
about first-time experiences for cave visitors, and the numerous above-ground activities that also 
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are available and promoted at the park. She has done mountain biking and crawling tours with 
groups of Boy Scouts. The Glasgow Garden Club has done activities at the park. Schubert briefly 
discussed bird watching, Mammoth-On, and service opportunities like Clean-Up Day. She des-
cribed Mammoth Cave National Park as “the whole elephant” to indicate the variety of activities 
available to visitors. 

Interviewed in November 2015 at her home in Bowling Green, Dr. Janet Bass Smith has 
worked at a seasonal ranger at Mammoth Cave National Park since 1993. She is a concert pianist 
and co-founder of Orchestra Kentucky who has performed music in Mammoth Cave. Her 
interview began with personal background information including her early exposure to music. In 
addition to a keen interest in music, her professional passion, she also has an interest in caves and 
nature. She moved to Bowling Green in 1989, took a cave tour, and decided she wanted to become 
more involved with the park. After a telephone call with Joy Medley Lyons, she applied to work 
at the cave, and after interviewing with Lyons was hired. She shared what was involved in learning 
to be a guide and the historical connections between the cave and music – she wrote a paper for 
the park entitled “Luther Ewing String Band, 1874” about an African American man and his son 
who performed in the cave. She has written unpublished work about songs sung by Cave Research 
Foundation members as they explored and mapped the cave system. 

David Spence was interviewed in December 2015 at Western Kentucky University, his alma 
mater. He began his interview sharing his personal background including his first experiences of 
the cave. His parents went to the park for their honeymoon and eventually decided to move to the 
area. Once established locally, the family took regular fieldtrips to the cave. As a student at WKU 
he had the opportunity to do volunteer work at the park and became a park ranger after graduating. 
He feels that his position in interpretation as a tour guide gives him the opportunity and 
responsibility to “speak for the cave.” He also talked about how a park tour guide has to be a jack-
of-all-trades to work at Mammoth Cave National Park. He has a keen interest in military history 
associated with the cave and shared stories about Mammoth Cave during the Civil War. 

Rebekah Thompson was interviewed in November 2016 at Western Kentucky University.  
She talked about her family history, living in Glasgow, and the responsibility of interpretation at 
the cave. She talked about family connections and community attitudes towards the park and the 
role of tourism for the park and surrounding area. Throughout her interview she emphasized the 
importance of conservation and environmental education at the park.  

Rick Toomey was interviewed in October 2016 at the Science and Resource Management 
Building at Mammoth Cave National Park. Toomey primarily talked about research in the park 
with particular focus on the problem of white-nose syndrome in bats, strategies to address it, its 
effects on tourism, and its effects on tour procedures. He also talked extensively about Edmonson 
County family displacement from the park, agricultural history of the area, and the development 
of cave trails. 

Jackie Wheet was interviewed in November 2016 at Mammoth Cave National Park. He 
described a typical day in the life of a ranger, visitor trends, and guiding tours. He discussed some 
of the expeditions undertaken by the Cave Research Foundation and the importance of environ-
mental education at Mammoth Cave. Like other employees, he described differences he sees 
between tour guides at Mammoth Cave and those at other national parks. He discussed his personal 
research about the cave and talked about the joy of working at a national park. 
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4.1.7  Gateway Communities 

Gateway communities are incorporated municipalities bordering the park along major access 
roads. There are three – Park City, Cave City and Brownsville – through which visitors must pass 
to enter the park from the south, east, and west, respectively. The histories, traditions, and 
economies of these municipalities are loosely though not exclusively tied to the park. There is no 
gateway community from the north.  

Included in this resource user type are six incorporated municipalities in the project area that 
do not directly border the park but are connected historically, culturally, and economically to the 
park and to cave country more broadly. They are Glasgow in Barren County; Horse Cave, Mun-
fordville, and Bonnieville in Hart County; and Oakland and Smiths Grove in Warren County. 
Interviews related to the numerous unincorporated municipalities in the project area, here referred 
to as neighborhood communities, are summarized in Section 4.1.10.  

Fourteen individuals affiliated with gateway communities participated in Phase II research: 
Bobby Bunnell, Carol Collins, Don Collins, Ronald Hanson, Tommy Houchin, Charlotte 
Kleier, Ann (Chaney) Matera, Billie McDougal, James Middleton, Barbara Moreland, 
Stanley Parrish, Uretha Parrish, Sharon Tabor, and Charlie Williams (Table 39). They shared 
information about five gateway communities, including the three proximate ones – Park City, Cave 
City, and Brownsville – plus Munfordville and Horse Cave. Because gateway communities are 
considered traditionally associated groups, these interviews are summarized in Section 4.2.6. 

Table 39.  Interviewees with Ties to Gateway Communities. 
Name Date of Interview Gateway Community 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 Park City 
Collins, Carol, Don Collins, and Barbara Moreland 11/17/2016 Munfordville 
Hanson, Ronald 10/31/2016 Cave City 
Kleier, Charlotte, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal 06/22/2016 Brownsville 
Matera, Ann 08/01/2016 Horse Cave 
Parrish, Stanley and Uretha Parrish 11/21/2016 Park City 
Tabor, Sharon  08/03/2016 Cave City 
Williams, Charlie and Dr. James Middleton 07/28/2016 Munfordville 

 
4.1.8  Genealogical and Historical Societies 

Genealogical and historical societies are non-profit organizations of avocational, amateur, 
and/or professional members who research, collect, document, preserve, and disseminate various 
forms of verbal and documentary information about family lineages and local cultural history. 
These volunteer organizations and their members represent considerable funds of knowledge about 
past peoples, land uses, and culturally significant resources in the areas that they serve. Two 
informants provided information about the Edmonson County Historical Society for the Phase II 
research project (Table 40). The interview with Janelle Ray is summarized in Section 4.2.4. 

Table 40.  Interviewees with Ties to Genealogical and Historical Societies. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Kleier, Charlotte 11/24/2015 Edmonson County Historical Society 
Ray, Janelle 06/14/2016 Edmonson County Historical Society 
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A descendant of a pre-park family, Charlotte (Webb) Kleier is active in the Edmonson County 

Historical Society, including serving as secretary-treasurer for the group.  In addition to advocating 
for collection of education about local history, the historical society has sponsored events such as 
a public screenings of Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home, a 2016 documentary about the 
formation of the park and removal of pre-park families, and a documentary about Floyd Collins.  

In her interview, conducted in November 2015 at the Edmonson County Public Library in 
Brownsville, Kleier discussed the history of the Mammoth Cave area starting with land grants 
dating back to the American Revolutionary War. She talked about the formation of the park and 
removal of pre-park residents, including her grandmother. She expressed concern that Brownsville 
is becoming a ghost town because it has become a “bedroom community” to Bowling Green. She 
also is worried about a reported project to turn the park into a wildlife refuge and how that would 
isolate Brownsville even more because of alterations to roads. She said that although she enjoys 
visiting the park and appreciates the scenery and trails, that overall the park has had a devastating 
economic effect on Brownsville. Displaced families were not paid fair value for their properties 
and African American families in particular were given unfair deals. Kleier spent the last portion 
of the interview discussing history in Brownsville generally and how it relates to her own family.  

Charlotte Kleier was interviewed a second time in June 2016 with Tommy Houchin and Billie 
McDougal. All three are members of the Edmonson County Historical Society. That interview is 
discussed in Section 4.2.6 relative to the Brownsville gateway community. Another member of the 
society is Sarah Gray (Section 4.1.10). 

4.1.9  Natural History Societies and Interest Groups 

Natural history societies and interest groups are non-profit organization of avocational, 
amateur, and/or professional members who research, collect, document, protect, preserve, educate, 
and disseminate information about nature, natural resources, and natural sciences. Some societies 
have broad interests that encompass diverse natural resources and landscapes. Other societies and 
communities target specific types of natural resources, such as caves, wildflowers, or mushrooms.  

Phase II interviews were conducted with 15 individuals representing two natural history 
societies and interest groups, the Cave Research Foundation and morel mushroom hunters (Table 
41). The Mammoth Cave Group, which was discussed previously as a type of conservation and 
preservation group (Section 4.1.4) because of its more narrow mission, also qualifies as a natural 
history interest group.  

Table 41.  Interviewees with Ties to Natural History Societies and Interest Groups. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Brucker, Roger 08/04/2016 Cave Research Foundation 
Fox, Charles 08/05/2016 Cave Research Foundation 
Groves, Chris 11/09/2015 Cave Research Foundation 
Kambesis, Patricia 12/07/2015 Cave Research Foundation 
Klausner, Ed 10/23/2016 Cave Research Foundation 
McDougal, Irvin “Brad” 06/07/2016 morel mushroom hunting 
Merideth, Johnny 04/30/2016 morel mushroom hunting 
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Table 41.  Interviewees with Ties to Natural History Societies and Interest Groups (continued). 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Otten, Tammy, Beau Gergel, Brian Hunsaker, 
Matt Keller, and Tama Cassidy 

08/05/2016 Cave Research Foundation 

Phillips, Keith 06/06/2016 morel mushroom hunting 
Sides, Stanley D. 06/27/2016 Cave Research Foundation 
Winkler, Elizabeth 11/24/2015, 

07/18/2016 
Cave Research Foundation 

 
Incorporated in 1957, the Cave Research Foundation is a natural history society whose 

mission includes conservation and preservation. The non-profit corporation promotes exploration 
and documentation of, initiates and supports research on, works to protect and conserve, and 
interprets to the public caves and karst areas. The CRF constitutes a traditionally associated 
community for Mammoth Cave National Park. Interviews with 12 members of this group are 
described in detail in Section 4.2.7. 

Mushroom hunters and collectors includes individuals and formal and informal groups 
focused on the collection of morel and other mushrooms for personal consumption. This group is 
unique because morel mushrooms are one of few types of natural resources that the public can 
collect and remove from parklands, with some stipulations, for personal use. Morel mushroom 
hunting is a traditional foodways practice in the project area, and information about when and 
where to collect, how to transport, and how to prepare and consume mushrooms often is protected 
and passed among relatives. Mushroom hunters and collectors constitute a traditionally associated 
community for Mammoth Cave National Park. Interviews with three members of this group are 
discussed in Section 4.2.8. 

4.1.10 Neighborhoods 

Neighborhood communities are a type of resource user group associated with Historic period 
occupations in the project area. Neighborhoods are small, unincorporated settlements or populated 
places with distinctive cultural characteristics and histories. Distinctive from gateway commun-
ities (Section 4.1.7), neighborhoods in the project area are predominantly small rural communities 
settled in the 19th century.  

Phase II informants include three individuals associated with Chalybeate, a neighborhood 
about five miles southwest of the park, and three individuals with ties to Sunfish, a neighborhood 
about ten miles northwest of the park (Table 42). Both are located in Edmonson County.  

Table 42.  Interviewees with Ties to Neighborhoods. 
Name Date of Interview Neighborhood 
Gray, Sarah 10/24/2016 Chalybeate 
Houchins, Jeffrey 07/07/2016 Chalybeate 
Sanders, Richie 10/25/2016 Chalybeate 
Yates, Steve, Natty Bumppo, and Barry Moon 11/29/2016 Sunfish 

 
Chalybeate (formerly Chalybeate Springs) is a small, unincorporated community on Hwy 101 

south of the park. A post office was established there in 1888, and the community dropped the 
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name Springs in 1895; the post office closed in 1931. The community is best known for two 
mineral spring resorts, Chalybeate Springs and Chameleon Springs, that operated there in the 19th 
to early 20th centuries. After the resorts closed, a residential neighborhood with grocery stores 
developed. In addition to the three interviewees discussed below, residents and other informants 
knowledgeable about Chalybeate are Samuel Dell Gray (not formally interviewed), Alicia “Lisa” 
Jenkins (described in Section 4.2.4), and Charlotte Kleier (described in Sections 4.1.8 and 4.2.6).   

A former Chalybeate resident, Sarah Gray was interviewed in October 2016 at her home in 
Smiths Grove. She first talked about her background, moving to Chalybeate, and the changes she 
has observed there. She and her husband, Dr. “Doc” Samuel Dale Gray (Figure 5), recently moved 
from Chalybeate to Smiths Grove. They sold their house in Chalybeate, the site of the historic 
Chalybeate Springs Hotel, to Alicia “Lisa” Jenkins and her husband Reggie Jaggers (Jenkins and 
Jaggers are both descendants of pre-park families).  

Gray talked about her active participation with the Chalybeate Homemakers Association. 
Some of her favorite activities with the group are Angle Tree Christmas, service projects at a local 
nursing home, cooking and quilting classes, and participating in the Edmonson County Fair. Gray 
was also active in the Edmonson County Historical Society, attending sponsored activities such as 
a Floyd Collins event. She discussed links between the community and Mammoth Cave National 
Park, such as an annual Chamber of Commerce dinner at the park, but said that there is a great 
deal of local resentment towards the park. In the last part of her interview, she talked more about 
the history of her house in Chalybeate, structures on that property, and the transition to her new 
home in Smiths Grove. 

Jeffrey Houchins was interviewed in July 2016 at his home in Smiths Grove. Houchins is a 
descendant of a pre-park family and his family has a long history in the area. He is knowledgeable 
about the history of the area, including details about the Chameleon Springs Hotel. The Chameleon 
Springs Hotel and the Chalybeate Springs Hotel were historic spa hotels in the Chalybeate 
community based on medicinal recreation utilizing mineral springs natural to the area. Houchins 
was instrumental in getting Kentucky Historical Marker 2484 dedicated in Chalybeate in June 
2016. The highway marker recognizes the presence and use of both springs in the community.  

In his interview Houchins talked about his research to apply for the historical marker, including 
substantial amounts of background history on the area. He described how some locals still use the 
springs. He detailed his work with the Mammoth Cave Water Quality Program, now called the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), to improve local water quality. This 
involved collaboration with the National Park Service to help educate the community, particularly 
farmers, about not dumping trash in sinkholes because it pollutes the springs. This practice has a 
negative impact on water quality in the immediate vicinity and on Mammoth Cave. He noted that 
education, rather than regulation, was the best way to encourage farmers to participate. 

Richie Sanders was interviewed in October 2016 at a Starbucks store in Bowling Green. He 
talked about his childhood growing up in Chalybeate and Chalybeate Spring history. He provided 
an overview of his understanding of the relocation of pre-park families during the creation of 
Mammoth Cave National Park. Sanders served for 18 years in the Kentucky State legislature and 
spent much of his time writing grants for economic development. His focus, in politics and after-
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wards, was on the Mammoth Cave area. He talked about tourism and the need for counties in the 
cave country area to unite rather than compete. 

Sunfish (or Sun Fish) is at the intersection of Hwys 187 and 238, west of Nolin Lake and south 
of the Edmonson-Grayson county line. It was named for the nearby creek of the same name, for 
fish in the creek that swam near the surface appearing to sun themselves, or for the species of sun 
perch fish in the creek (Rennick 2016).  

Steve Yates, Natty Bumppo, and Barry Moon were interviewed jointly in November 2016 
at Bumppo’s residence in Brownsville. One topic of discussion was The Sunfish Mall (Figure 67). 
It served as a central gathering spot in the community – “where peculiar people congregate” – and 
a general store where one could buy a range of items, from ice cream to a spool of thread. John A. 
Durbin purchased the general store in the 1960s and became a local icon known for, among other 
things, his fried bologna sandwiches. Natty Bumppo described him as “a big fish in a little pond,” 
a phrase that appears in store advertising (Figure 67). Steve Yates purchased the mall from Durbin 
and ran it until it closed. Yates said that the mall was both a general store where community 
members could find random items they needed and a proud promoter of local products like 
Kentucky Proud. After it had been closed for a number of years, The Sunfish Mall was destroyed 
by fire in October 2016. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 67.  (Left) Undated Advertisement for The Sunfish Mall. (Right) 
Undated Photograph of The Sunfish Mall. 

4.1.11 Recreationists and Sportsmen 

Recreationists and sportsmen are individuals and groups who seek enjoyment, entertainment, 
relaxation, and personal growth pursuing non-work-related activities, especially those in the 
outdoors. Hikers, runners, climbers, campers, boaters, fishermen, hunters, skiers, and equestrians 
are examples of recreationists and sportsmen.  
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Five project participants representing two recreational communities were interviewed during 
Phase II research (Table 43). Four provided information about an equestrian group, Mammoth 
Cave Back Country Horsemen, and one individual discussed Cave Country Trails, a group focused 
on outdoor trail systems in the project area.  

Table 43.  Interviewees with Ties to Recreationists and Sportsmen. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Jolly, Bert and Bonnie 11/12/2016 Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen 
Siewers, Helen 11/19/2015 Cave Country Trails 
Starnes, Linda A. and Doris Dorsey 11/09/2015 Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen  

 
The Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen (f.k.a. Mammoth Cave Equine Trail Riders 

Association) is an organization representing horseback riders who use back-country trails in 
Mammoth Cave National Park and the vicinity. Members participate in volunteer work days to 
help keep the park trails in good condition, represent the trail-riding community on issues that 
affect back-country trails in the park and elsewhere in the state, and schedule activities to bring 
the community of horse riders together for group rides and outings (Mammoth Cave Back Country 
Horsemen 2016).  

Bert Jolly and Bonnie Jolly were interviewed jointly in November 2016 at the Mammoth 
Cave Horse Camp. The interview happened spontaneously so the only documentation is fieldnotes 
recorded after the fact. The Jollys live in Hart County and routinely bring their horses to the park 
because of the horse trails. They enjoy the trails at Mammoth Cave because they are beautiful and 
peaceful, particularly the Sal Hollow Trail. The Jollys feel that tourists who come from out-of-
state bring a lot of money into Edmonson County. Bonnie Jolly appreciated that the park’s horse 
trails enabled her disabled mother to experience the beauty and history of the back-country area in 
Mammoth Cave National Park. The Jollys noted that trails have improved noticeably over the past 
seven years due to the group’s involvement in trail maintenance. They feel one of the most 
important activities that the group does is to log volunteer hours that the park can then show the 
federal government when the park applies for funding for trail improvements.  

Linda A. Starnes and Doris Dorsey were interviewed in November 2015 at the Mammoth 
Cave Horse Camp to describe their participation in the Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen 
organization. They both spend significant amounts of time volunteering and assisting with trail 
maintenance. The Sal Hollow Trail is one of their favorite routes. They talked about the importance 
of riders observing trail markers, including those that close trails to horses at certain times, in order 
to ensure good relations with the larger community. Volunteering and following the rules are two 
ways riders help maintain the integrity of trails for everyone.  

Also representing the recreationists and sportsmen resource user group, Cave Country Trails 
is an initiative to connect existing trails in Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties into a 
single network. The group seeks to coordinate a network of outdoor recreational trails connecting 
communities and making the Mammoth Cave area more appealing to visitors, so the group also 
has a connection to the tourism category of resource users. Cave Country Trails was recommended 
for Phase II research because its members are concerned with resources and communities both in 
and outside the park and the connections among them.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 397 

Helen Siewers was interviewed the first time in November 2015 at Western Kentucky 
University. Her second interview from June 2016 is discussed in Section 4.1.3. Siewers has worked 
for the Bowling Green Warren County Planning Commission as the Greenways Coordinator, and 
it was in that position she pioneered the process and priorities for building a network of trails in 
the region. Siewers indicated that Mammoth Cave National Park covers 52,000 acres and has over 
80 miles of trails, including gravel, paving, service roads/trails, and boardwalks that provide 
accessibility to physically challenged patrons.  

Siewers described how a group of mountain bikers worked with the park for several years 
developing a relationship until they were allowed to build a trail (Big Hollow Trail) exclusively 
for mountain biking with the condition that they maintain the trail. Similarly, the equestrians have 
one exclusive for them (Sal Hollow Trail) that was based on the example set by the mountain 
bikers. Siewers stated that both of those recreational groups help maintain park resources based on 
a business model – loan and rent equipment/horses and, if necessary, guides. So they are invested 
because of their business. Siewers then talked about paddlers using the park for recreation. There 
are 31 miles of river in the park between the Green River and the Nolin River, and paddling this 
is one of the fastest growing activities at the park.  

Toward the end of the interview, Siewers referred to the park as “a unique place that is ours.” 
She discussed the legacy priority that the park is currently advocating, with the goal of cultivating 
a new generation of park stewards. As a mother she wants to give nature a fighting chance for 
children’s attention.  

4.1.12 Tourism and Visitor Bureaus 

Tourism and visitor bureaus are organizations that actively promote a town, city, region, or 
destination through information dissemination, branding, marketing, and other services in order to 
increase the number of travelers, make visitors’ experiences more rewarding and productive, and 
enhance local and regional economic development. They are also known as destination marketing 
organizations (DMO) and convention and visitors bureaus (CVB) and include welcome centers 
and information centers. Most are independent, non-profit organizations that collaborate actively 
with community partners such as lodging, dining, attractions, events, and recreation providers. 
Their target audience is tourists, business travelers, visitors, and other members of the traveling 
public.  

Phase II research involved interviews with two individuals representing the Munfordville 
Tourism Commission and the Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission (Table 44). The 
interview with another relevant informant, Sharon Tabor of the Cave City Tourist and Conven-
tion Commission, is summarized in Section 4.2.6. 

Table 44.  Interviewees with Ties to Tourism and Visitor Bureaus. 
Name Date of Interview Group Name 
Sheppard, Coni 07/21/2016 Munfordville Tourism Commission 
Wilson, Sandra 06/21/2016 Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission 
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The Munfordville Tourism Commission main-
tains a website with links to local activities such as the 
Old Munfordville Walking Tour, Green River Park 
and Arboretum, and Battle for the Bridge Historic 
Preserve. It promotes recreational activities, including 
walking, kayaking, and canoeing in Munfordville and 
the vicinity. The commission is connected to the Mun-
fordville Welcome Center, currently located in a two-
story brick building on the corner of Main Street and 
East South Street and now known as the Munfordville 
Welcome Center and Gift Shop (Figure 68). Figure 68.  Munfordville Welcome Center, 2016. 

Coni Shepperd was interviewed in July 2016 at the Munfordville Welcome Center (Figure 68). 
She worked at the family business, the Louisville Bedding Company, for 30 years before shifting 
her career to tourism. Once in her new position with the Munfordville Tourism Commission, 
Shepperd was instrumental in starting the Barbecue Festival and the Old Munfordville Walking 
Tour. She helped make improvements to Thelma Stovall Park. A big draw for the area is Civil War 
history but some come for other resources such as the Green River. Shepperd indicated that tourists 
from all over the world visit Munfordville.  

According to Shepperd, Munfordville applied to become a Trail Town and town is getting a 
trail that will connect with another town. Part of the trail will include the river, so the commission 
hopes this will bring more canoers and other recreationists to visit Munfordville. The town is 
located on a cross-country bicycle trail, the Bicentennial Bike Route. In addition, Munfordville is 
a stop for Corvette Homecomings (the GM Corvette Plant is in Bowling Green). Other events and 
resources promoted in Munfordville include Civil War Days, Kentucky Proud handicrafts such as 
regionally renowned white oak baskets, and connections to Mammoth Cave. Some tourists visit 
Munfordville on their way to/from Mammoth Cave or as a day trip while staying near the cave. 

Shepperd indicated that Munfordville participates in Caveland Marketing, a local marketing 
consortium among Barren, Edmonson, and Hart counties that promotes local tourist business. 
Sandra Wilson in Horse Cave runs a booth at the Kentucky State Fair and sometimes she 
collaborates with Wilson on advertising. Shepperd feels strongly that tourism helps build a sense 
of pride and a sense of place. Local pride. At the end of the interview, Shepperd went into detail 
about the Barbecue Festival, how it is organized, who participates, and how it is judged. It has 
been a popular festival and gets larger every year. 

The Horse Cave-Hart County Tourist Commission (a.k.a. Horse Cave-Hart County Tourism) 
promotes outdoor tourist attractions such as local caves and hiking trails. It provides information 
about tourist opportunities related to the arts, history, and culture, as well as local dining and 
lodging. The organization promotes special events like the Horse Cave Heritage Festival.  

Sandra Wilson was interviewed in June 2016 at the historic Thomas House in Horse Cave 
(Figure 69). Wilson’s primary professional position is executive director of the Horse Cave-Hart 
County Tourist Commission. In addition, she is a member of two groups with contractual 
agreements with Mammoth Cave National Park, the Cave Marketing Association and Kentucky’s 
Cave Region, both of which are tourism-related organizations.  
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In addition to building community partnerships, one 
strategy Wilson uses to promote local tourism is “stocking 
the rest areas” on I-65 with literature and advertising. She 
sees the interstate rest areas as prime advertising locations, 
particularly for accidental tourists not necessarily visiting 
Horse Cave as an end destination.  

Figure 69.  Sandra Wilson Photographed in 
Her Office, 2016. 

Wilson feels that Mammoth Cave is not a fair partner 
in tourism activities that forced cooperation between 
counties. Now towns and counties rely on each other to 
promote each other so that the economic benefit of tourism 
can be spread throughout the region. She feels that locally 
there is a perceived injustice about Mammoth Cave taking 
the lion’s share of tourism benefits to the detriment of local 
communities. And it is the people on the lowest end of the 
economic spectrum who suffer the worst. Because of that, 
she states that some local entities are loathe to even 
mention Mammoth Cave on their websites or other 
promotional materials. Wilson thinks this is self-defeating. 
There is a way the cave can be an asset to local tourism. 

She noted that the park’s apparent priority on the environment over people makes people 
uneasy, particularly when it seems that the park is inconsiderate to the harm caused to economies 
of surrounding communities. Wilson feels there definitely is a “locals versus the federal govern-
ment” attitude going on. One concrete complaint relates to the economic impact of environmental 
conservation – increased sewage bills and not being allowed to bring big business to Horse Cave. 
A core feature of the conflict centers on taking care of the environment versus being able to do 
what one want on one’s own land.  

4.1.13 Tourist Attraction Owners and Employees 

The owners, operators, and employees at tourist attractions constitute another resource user 
group. Tourist attractions are places of public interest owing to their inherent or exhibited cultural 
or natural value and beauty or cultural and historical significance. Tourists and other travelers, as 
well as members of local communities, visit tourist attractions for education, recreation, leisure, 
amusement, and adventure purposes. Most are for-profit enterprises. 

Phase II research involved interviews with three individuals representing four local tourist 
attractions: Lost River Cave, Park Mammoth Resort, Diamond Caverns, and National Cave 
Museum (Table 45). Diamond Caverns is the second oldest tourist continually operating tourist 
attraction in the area, and the National Cave Museum is a recent addition.  

Table 45.  Interviewees with Ties to Tourist Attractions. 
Name Date of Interview Tourist Attraction 
Lansden, Rho 12/01/2015 Lost River Cave 
Noble, Nick 10/28/2016 Park Mammoth Resort 
Smith, Gordon 11/12/2016 Diamond Caverns, National Cave Museum 
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Lost River Cave is a 72-acre park in Bowling Green with natural and cultural features and 
resources. These include a cave, a wooded valley with trails, an underground river, karst features, 
a 20-acre restored prairie, a butterfly habitat, a reconstructed wetland, and a paved greenway trail. 
On-site facilities include educational stations, gift shop, and offices. A boat ride through the cave 
is the main draw, but Lost River Cave also is a destination for hiking and special events hosted by 
or at the facility. The site is administered by the Friends of the Lost River, Inc., a non-profit group.  

Rho Lansden, the executive director of Lost River Cave, was interviewed in December 2015 
in her office. Lansden discussed the history of Lost River Cave, relationships with Mammoth Cave, 
tourism at Lost River Cave, and other show caves in the area. She described Western Kentucky 
University’s role as partial owner of the cave. Another topic was the sinkhole at the National 
Corvette Museum.  

Park Mammoth Resort in Park City features a hotel, the Lookout Restaurant, Cave Valley 
Golf Club, and the Rockcastle Shooting Center. A portion of land was set aside as habitat for gray 
and Indiana bats. Recent owners of the resort are Nick Noble and Nathan Noble.  

Nick Noble, interviewed in October 2016 at City Hall in Park City, provided an overview of 
the resort’s history. Noble stated that he and his brother were interested in purchasing the property 
because of the shooting center. Guests are drawn to the property primarily for activities happening 
at the resort. Having different attractions and types of activities helps maintain a steady flow of 
the visitors. Noble said since the resort borders Mammoth Cave National Park, some tourists stay 
there while visiting the park. For that reason, the Nobles work with park officials to promote 
tourism in the area. It is mutually beneficial. He feels that the biggest guest draw is the shooting 
center and that the facility is well known in shooting circles. They also offer golf packages, but 
investment in the shooting center is the primary focus because it provides a bigger return than the 
golf course. Noble explained that the Rockcastle Shooting Center houses shooting ranges and 
facilities for archery, pistol, rifle, and shotgun activities. The facility has hosted national and 
international shooting competitions and undertakes firearms research and development.  

The property was struggling financially and a portion that includes the golf course was sold in 
bankruptcy in 2019 (Bowling Green Daily News 25 July 2020). 

Diamond Caverns is a show cave located between Park City near the south entrance to 
Mammoth Cave National Park. Five cavers and their spouses purchased Diamond Caverns in 1999. 
The new owners were Roger and Carol McClure, Gary and Susan Berdeaux, Stan and Kay Sides, 
Mayo and Larry McCarty, and Judy and Gordon Smith. Diamond Caverns is located within the 
International Biosphere Reserve. The National Cave Museum and Research Library occupy a 
separate, recently constructed building on the property at Diamond Caverns. It houses extensive 
collections of the property owners and other materials and resources.  

Gordon Smith, one of the owners, was interviewed in November 2016 at Diamond Caverns. 
He started his interview by talking about acquiring the site, his interest in caving, and the purpose 
of the National Cave Museum. His interest in caving started in college and has continued since 
then. He discussed the history of Diamond Caverns and what a typical tour entails. He compared 
and contrasted the experience to Mammoth Cave tours. 
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4.2  Ethnographic Interviews with Traditionally Associated Communities  

Traditionally associated communities are the subset of stakeholders and resource users with 
distinctly significant relationships with Mammoth Cave National Park. Traditionally associated 
peoples are defined as individuals and groups with long-term (at least two generations or 40 years) 
relationships to the park that began prior to its establishment. They are linked to the park’s 
resources through tradition, their ways of life are known or thought to be traditionally linked to 
park resources, and they consider park resources as critical to their cultural identity. In contrast 
with other stakeholders and resource users, traditionally associated groups utilize ethnographic 
resources in non-recreational ways (National Park Service 2015a). They “assign significance to 
places closely linked with their own sense of purpose, existence as a community, and development 
as ethnically distinctive people. These places may support subsistence or ceremonial activities or 
represent birthplaces of significant individuals or group origin sites” (National Park Service 1998). 
Traditionally associated groups have “long-term stakes in the integrity of park resources and the 
outcomes of management decisions that affect resources associated with them” (National Park 
Service 1998).  

Among the participants interviewed during Phase II research were members of 13 traditionally 
associated communities representing seven general resource user group types: church conger-
gations, civic groups, conservation and preservation groups, descendants, employees, gateway 
communities, and natural history societies and interest groups. The traditionally associated groups 
included members of three pre-park church congregations, Mammoth Cave National Park Associ-
ation, Mammoth Cave Group, African American descendant, Euro-American descendants, legacy 
and veteran employees, Brownsville residents, Cave City residents and employees, Park City 
residents, Horse Cave resident, Munfordville resident, mushroom hunters or collectors, and Cave 
Research Foundation (Table 46). Justifications for the status of each as traditionally associated 
with Mammoth Cave National Park were provided in the Phase I results (Section 3.5). 

Table 46. Traditionally Associated Groups Interviewed for Phase II Research. 
Type of Group Community Name 
church congregations congregations of three extant churches in park 
civic organizations Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
conservation and preservation groups Mammoth Cave Group 
descendants African American descendant 
 Euro-American descendants 
employees legacy and veteran employees 
gateway communities Brownsville residents 
 Cave City resident and employees 
 Park City residents and officials 
 Horse Cave resident 
 Munfordville resident 
natural history societies mushroom hunters and collectors 
 Cave Research Foundation 
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Research participants were not specifically solicited from the church congregations category 
of general resource user group types due to extensive existing research on these traditionally 
associated communities (e.g., Harper Lee 1991). However, a number of informants talked about 
tangible and intangible resources associated with churches, so pre-park church congregations are 
included as a traditionally associated community collectively (rather than as separate groups).  

This section provides an overview of interviews conducted with traditionally associated 
communities during Phase II research. It also includes, for each group, a discussion of resources 
in park lands identified as important by these traditionally associated communities. Resources are 
both tangible (e.g., cemeteries) and intangible (e.g., practices of decorating cemeteries). The list 
of resources is limited to those that research participants discussed during interviews. This 
discussion echoes some of the overarching themes identified from all the Phase II participants’ 
interviews (Section 4.3), but the discussion here is restricted to those of the traditionally associated 
communities. There is some overlap and replication in resources and issues associated with 
resources (e.g., access) considered significant by different traditionally associated communities. 

Tradition is a dynamic and hybrid practice. In other words, it is neither homogenous nor static. 
Change in tradition occurs over time and also through space across individuals constituting 
particular associated communities. Differences among individuals at a given point in time may 
reflect such things as generational differences, geographic variation in experience, or the effects 
of social identity (e.g., gender, ethnicity/race, socioeconomic status) on experience. The exact 
inventory of traditional practices and beliefs engaged in by associated communities and groups 
will be variable and change over time. The National Park Service should periodically revisit and, 
if necessary, update their understanding of park resources considered significant by traditionally 
associated groups and communities. And further, the park is advised to consider periodic updates 
to the roster of groups categorized as traditionally associated communities.  

4.2.1  Church Congregations  

As discovered during Phase I research, members of this traditionally associated group have 
been the subject of previous research (e.g., Harper Lee 1991). Therefore, community members 
with links to churches located in Mammoth Cave National Park were not identified for interviews 
during Phase II research.  However, a number of project participants, interviewed for other reasons, 
shared personal and family stories about church congregations and churches in the park. 

The three churches still remaining on park lands and discussed by project participants in Phase 
II interviews are Good Spring Baptist Church, Joppa Baptist Church, and Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church. Congregations of the former two were discussed more so than the latter. Infor-
mants provided little information about the congregations of the other churches that formerly stood 
on park lands.  

Eleven project participants described the importance of churches as a cultural resource in some 
detail during their Phase II interviews. Their initial interview summaries were provided in Section 
4.1 and their detailed interview summaries are included elsewhere in this section (Table 31): 
Tommy Bolton (Sections 4.1.5 and 4.2.4), Bobby Bunnell (Sections 4.1.3 and 4.2.4), Terry 
Bunnell (Sections 4.1.3 and 4.2.2), Greg Davis (Sections 4.1.2 and 4.2.2), Peggy Emberton 
(Sections 4.1.5 and 4.2.4), Vickie Gardner and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor (Sections 4.1.5 and 4.2.4), 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 403 

Charlotte Kleier (Sections 4.1.7, 4.1.8, and 4.2.1), John “Jack” LeSieur (Sections 4.1.5 and 4.2.4), 
Janelle Ray (Sections 4.1.5, 4.1.8, and 4.2.4), and Nelson Sanders (Section 4.2.4). All project 
participants whose comments about church congregations are referenced below are descendants 
of pre-park families. While other project participants also talked about church congregations, the 
group listed above is a representative sample.  

Tangible heritage resources of interest to this group include the church buildings and associated 
material culture such as pews (including the “historical graffiti” on pews in Good Spring Church 
mentioned by several project participants) and church cemeteries. Preservation and conservation 
of these sites is important to individuals with attachment to these resources. Most are descendants 
of pre-park families, so churches, church cemeteries, and events and stories associated with those 
resources are part of a longer list of significant resources representing tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage. 

During her joint interview in June of 2016, Charlotte Kleier described how visiting Good 
Spring Baptist Church during homecoming events helped her maintain a sense of connection to 
her family roots on park lands. 

I still like to go back. And, I go back like when Good Spring has their yearly thing 
[homecoming]. I love to go back to that because it takes you back. You have to like 
history, and it takes you back to the thirties because the windows are up. You know, 
it’s always the early…well, the late part of May. So there’s no need for air 
conditioning. And it’s just…you think, this is wonderful, you know. And, then you 
look at the benches, and they’d been cut into and the initials have been put in that. 
And, they still bring the old song books from the thirties. And, it’s just going back 
in time, and there’s just a lot of things like that, that take you back. 

Intangible heritage includes the act of visiting the churches and associated cemeteries 
individually, in family groups, or as a community. For instance, all interviewees mentioned that 
they and/or family members would occasionally visit the churches and associated cemeteries as a 
way to connect with family history. Sometimes these visits would be solo ventures, but the inter-
viewees all mentioned the habit of multiple family members undertaking such visits together, often 
in multigenerational groups. In addition, the communities affiliated with the churches held 
gatherings at the churches even after congregations were largely displaced after the formation of 
the park. Such gatherings have included church services, homecomings, and cemetery decoration 
days. In addition, some life-cycle rituals, such as marriages and baptisms, continued to be enacted 
and celebrated at the churches.   

Janelle Ray talked about visiting areas, now part of park property, linked to her family. Her 
family lived on Joppa Trail, attended Joppa Church, and some are buried in the church cemetery. 
She has made a point of undertaking some of these visits with her grandchildren to help safeguard 
family memory and identity that is linked to place. 

But now at Joppa Church, several of my family members are buried there, on the 
park, at Joppa Church. And I go up there every so often and look at the graves.  And 
I took my grandkids there, and showed them where they were buried.  And I have 
tried to keep logs of my family, who they were, and everything, so that my kids, 
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my grandkids, my great-grandkids, will know their family history and where they 
came from. And things that have happened through the years, that is part of their 
history. I don’t want them to forget. Where they came from. And things that have 
happened, that made them part of what they are.  

John “Jack” LeSieur’s maternal grandmother grew up in the Good Spring area, and his grand-
parents met at Good Spring Baptist Church. He talked about knowing from a young age about his 
family’s connection to park lands. His family participated in cemetery decoration days and home-
comings at Good Spring Baptist Church, one of his aunts took him on hikes to show him family 
gravesites, and he grew up hearing family stories. When he got older, Jack continued exploring his 
family history by undertaking his own visits to the church and hikes to places of family significance 
in park lands. The following excerpt from his interview illustrates a frustration echoed by other 
project participants regarding increased difficulty in accessing cultural resources. 

Jack LeSieur (JL): And you can’t go and show up on Sunday [to Good Spring 
Baptist Church]. It’s actually kind of difficult to get to now. The road, they quit 
maintaining the road, and they kind of rerouted everything back there. The last time 
I went, it was kind of difficult and I was afraid my car was going to get stuck 
(laughs). 

KW: Oh wow… 

JL: Which kind of annoys me. But you know… 

KW: Have you seen a lot of changes in the park itself, from when you were a kid 
to now? 

JL: Oh definitely, yeah. It seems like when I was a kid they were a little 
more…umm…welcoming? To people…that once lived…I don’t know that I’m 
saying that right. I don’t want to say, well, because everybody I know that works at 
the park are wonderful people.  

KW: Yeah, we met some great people, yeah.   

JL:  Some of my best friends work at the park. But I guess it’s become more “park-
like” over the years. Like when I was younger, it was easier to get to Good Spring, 
for example. You know I think probably because more people who were connected 
to that community, or the communities in the park, were still going and visiting and 
stuff. But I’ve noticed, especially the last time we went up there, we went 
backpacking a couple of years ago. I don’t think it was, it wasn’t last year, it was 
the year before last. And that’s when I noticed, I was like how, I can’t even get to 
Good Spring (laughs).  Like its, they’ve re-routed the roads. 

Intangible cultural heritage also takes the form of activities such as homecoming events, 
cemetery decoration days, and storytelling about those and other activities at the churches. 
According to interviewees, all three churches have or had homecomings. The least amount of 
information about homecomings was shared about Mammoth Cave Baptist Church, which no 
longer holds such events. Joppa Baptist Church has/had homecomings annually in May on 
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Memorial Day weekend. Good Spring Baptist Church holds/held homecomings on the second 
Sunday in September. The church also held monthly services until around 2010. Good Spring 
Baptist Church also held cemetery decoration days, and some participants talked about this event 
and homecoming interchangeably. 

In the following excerpt from her interview in October 2016, Tyra (Keltner) Taylor, partici-
pating in a joint interview with Vicki Gardner, described the importance of homecoming events as 
follows. 

Tyra (Keltner) Taylor (TK): No, that’s okay, and that’s why when they were saying 
I was like, I wanted to ask you that question so we can go in more depth with that. 
That day [Homecoming] is set aside so that a lot of people that don’t live here that 
move from different areas and different things, they come in that day because it’s a 
respectful day for those who have lost loved ones that are - have been a part of that 
church or have been buried at that church or in their church cemetery. So you 
decorate the graves in honor of your family members that you have lost. And that 
day is set aside just for honoring them.  
 
#00:14:17-0# Interviewer: Oh, wow.  
 
#00:14:18-2# TK: Well, you go in, and you have singing. You have singing and 
then you have prayer. Then, when the prayer’s over, and a lot of time you’ll have 
testimonies, and when there will be somebody who will usually preach. They’ll 
preach, and then when the preaching’s over with, they have a place fixed outside 
that they all bring food and they all take their food, put their food out, and then they 
all eat and - like she said - decorate the graves and they all get to talk and enjoy one 
another.  
 
#00:14:48-6# Interviewer: Aw.  
 
#00:14:49-7# RESPONDENT 1: (incomprehensible)  
 
#00:14:50-2# TK: As long as I can remember, and Vicki can come in from behind 
me with that, that is something that has been taught to us from when we were born 
of how important that is. It doesn’t matter how far you lived, it was frowned upon 
if you’re not there because that’s how important it is because that’s your day to be 
there for your family. Especially the ones that you’ve lost. Loved ones.  
 
#00:15:15-0# TK: As long as I can remember, I’ve went to homecoming every year 
and I was taught how important it was to be there to respect -  
 
#00:15:23-2# TK: ‘Cause that day, you’re representing your family and so, when I 
said people that don’t live around here, they will travel many miles just for that one 
day.  
 
#00:15:32-9# TK: Well, a lot of it is when they meet at Good Springs. When the 
older people, they had to move out, and the people that come in are the people that’s 
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related probably no doubt to a lot of them that had to move out and leave and they 
come back - that’s the reason it’s just a one year thing - and they come back and 
they all get together and visit with one another and then, like I said, they visit the 
graves, but it brings back kin and relations, you know, with their people who left a 
long time ago.  

 
An issue for church congregations associated with churches as a resource is access. Project 

participants talked about changes – changes in policies, changes in transportation routes including 
roads and ferries – that have affected access to relevant resources. For instance, during his 
interview in June 2016, Tommy Bolton described the importance of continuing attachment to the 
churches still existing on park lands. His own family has a strong attachment to both Good Spring 
Baptist Church and Joppa Baptist Church. In addition to describing homecoming events at Joppa 
Church, he also talked about regular services the church used to have. 

Joppa Church had regular monthly services until a few years ago. There has been a 
lot of vandalism there. The park has made it a day center only. They [Joppa Church] 
used to have a revival that took place at night, they used lamps and lanterns. They 
now have to have permission to be in the church at night. Typical of the park, they 
inch and take over and take over. The two orange barricades are there to keep out 
vandals, but it keeps us from driving around the church. 

4.2.2  Mammoth Cave National Park Association  

The Mammoth Cave National Park Association (MCNPA) is a not-for-profit civic organi-
zation founded in 1924 to promote creation of Mammoth Cave National Park through fundraising 
and land acquisition. Though the mission and membership have changed, the association continues 
to be an active group in the project area today. Because of its formational and ongoing roles in the 
park, as well as the substantial impact the association had/has on other traditionally associated 
peoples in the project area, it is an important group to document in Phase II. A number of past and 
present association members are descendants of those dispossessed by park creation, in part 
because of the work of the very organization to which they belong, so they can potentially provide 
unique perspectives about the park, land uses, and significant resources. Five individuals with ties 
to the Mammoth Cave National Park Association interviewed for this project are Anne Barnes Bird, 
Bobby Bunnell, Terry Bunnell, Greg Davis, and Mary Stuart Reichard (Table 47). Association 
president E. Lee Davis was not available to participate in the Phase II interviews. 

Table 47.  Interviewees with Ties to Mammoth Cave National Park Association. 
Name Date of Interview Nature of Relationship 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 current member, former officer 
Bunnell, Terry 06/13/2016 current member, current officer 
Davis, Greg 04/23/2016 current member, current officer 
Reichard, Mary Stuart and Anne Barnes Bird 04/23/2016 current members 

 
The Mammoth Cave National Park Association is a long-standing organization whose purpose 

has shifted over time. The focus of the organization shifted after successfully advocating to pre-
serve Mammoth Cave by achieving national park status. Current members of MCNPA describe a 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 407 

two-pronged motivation for present-day activities: supporting preservation and conservation 
efforts for natural and cultural resources and acting as a watchdog for National Park Service 
actions. In short, they see their mission as promoting heritage and protecting the park. 

An important and interesting trend is that the membership of the organization has shifted over 
time. Whereas in the beginning it was mostly populated by people from outside the area, today the 
organization is largely populated by locals including families of descendants (e.g., Bobby Bunnell, 
Terry Bunnell, Greg Davis, and Lee Davis). One member noted that his grandfather, who is 
deceased, would be surprised by his participation in the group because of its early association with 
the formation of the park that displaced local families, including his own, from their homes and 
communities. 

Examples of projects funded and otherwise supported by the organization include promotional 
materials for the park, chestnut tree planting, and the restoration of one of the stagecoaches that 
transported visitors to Mammoth Cave (Figures 44 and 70). The organization also tried, with 
limited success, to reinstitute the 4th of July homecoming event for descendant families held 
annually in the mid-20th century in the amphitheater at the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 70.  Restored Stagecoach on Display at MCNPA Meeting on April 2016 at Lee Davis Residence.  

Project participants noted that part of the function of the organization is to act as a watchdog 
for the park. A thread of purpose dating to the formation of the group is advocating to ensure the 
park is maintained as a cultural and environmental resource to which the public has access. Park 
families feel they have earned the right to voice concerns about decisions made by the National 
Park Service. Areas of concern noted by interviewees included renovations to the existing hotel 
and the possibility of a decrease to room availability, contracts with concessioners (e.g., terms, 
with whom, etc.), decisions about transportation through the park (roads and ferries), decreased 
availability of cave tours, and emphasis on the natural aspects of Mammoth Cave and the 
surrounding area without providing sufficient attention to cultural attributes of the park including 
material culture and the stories of people who lived in the park. All MCNPA interviewees noted 
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that decisions concerning the park need to be public decisions. One participant added, more 
pointedly, that a function of MCNPA is to make sure descendants are not forgotten.  

At the time of his interview, Bobby Bunnell was the secretary of the Mammoth Cave National 
Park Association (Figure 71). During his interview he discussed his family’s history in the 
Mammoth Cave area, including his maternal grandfather (Freeman surname) who had a farm on 
what is now park lands and his maternal grandmother (Cooper surname) who was born on park 
lands. His mother worked in park concessions and his sister was a guide. When a boy scout, he 
participated in deer drives for the park service to tag and count deer in the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 71.  Bobby Bunnell at Park City City Hall in June 2016.  

Bobby Bunnell is a good example of the shifting nature of 
membership in Mammoth Cave National Park Association. It was 
originally founded mostly by outsiders interested in founding a 
national park in the area but now the membership is comprised 
largely of descendants whose families were displaced to create 
the park. Bunnell also talked about outreach the park provides to 
descendant families in the form of a program he referred to as 
“roots in the park” [Roots in the Cave] and the one hosted for his 
family. Much of his interview focused on activities of the 
Mammoth Cave National Park Association and his view of the 
association’s current role as a “watchdog” and “conscience” for 
Mammoth Cave National Park. 

Terry Bunnell talked about his maternal grandparents, 
Willie and Eldora Freeman, who were property owners on what 
is now park lands (Figure 72). Intermittently throughout the inter- 

. 

Figure 72. Terry Bunnell in His Office 
at the Peoples Bank, June 2016. 
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view he talked about the attachment of his family to the land and the difficulty of leaving it. He 
talked about association-funded projects around the park, including promotional materials, tree 
plantings, and the stagecoach restoration project (Figures 44 and 70). A substantial part of his 
interview covered what he sees as the role of the park association, as well as critiques of past park 
service actions such as destruction of the second Mammoth Cave Hotel, fulfilling promises to 
displaced families, and being a more responsible regional partner. 

A member of the association’s executive board, in his interview Greg Davis shared insights 
about the mission and roles of the association and how they have transformed over time. He 
described some of the group’s projects and initiatives. 

 Mary Stuart Reichard and Anne Barnes Bird, sisters and members of Mammoth Cave 
National Park Association, have a familial attachment to the organization because their grand-
father, Eugene Stuart, was a founding member (Figure 73). He was part of the Louisville 
Automobile Club and in that capacity drove all over the state. His awareness of Mammoth Cave 
and a firm commitment that it should be preserved for a public good led him to be part of the board 
that created the Mammoth Cave National Park Association (known in its early days as the 
Mammoth Cave Association). Much of their interview was about their long family history with 
Mammoth Cave and the importance they place on education and science.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 73. Original Members of Mammoth Cave National Park Association. Undated 
photo courtesy of Mary Stuart Reichard and Ann Barnes Bird. 

 
 
 
 
4.2.3  Mammoth Cave Group  

The Mammoth Cave Group represents the conservation and preservation category of 
associated communities. It is one of nine groups in Kentucky that comprise the Cumberland 
Chapter of the national Sierra Club, now known as the Kentucky Chapter.  The Mammoth Cave 
Group encompasses Barren, Edmonson, Hart, and Warren counties in the project area (Grayson 
County is in the Louisville Group) and 12 other counties. The mission of the group is to promote 
at the local level the Sierra Club’s mission to explore, enjoy, and protect the environment. The 
group has an interest in the impacts of urban sprawl, coal-fired power plants, concentrated animal 
feedlots, and air and water pollution on eco-systems at Mammoth Cave National Park.  

The Mammoth Cave Group is interested in natural resources, specifically the conservation and 
preservation of local ecosystems, including those at Mammoth Cave National Park. To that end, 
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group members have volunteered on local environmental projects (e.g., WaterWatch), presented 
educational information and programming for the public (e.g., white-nose syndrome in bats), and 
contacted local and state politicians to promote awareness of environmental issues.  

Phase II participants associated with this group include Eleanor Bower, William N. “Nick” 
Daniels, and Thomas Morris (Table 48). All are current members of the organization. Two (Bower 
and Morris) currently serve in the leadership and one (Daniels) is a former officer.  

Table 48.  Interviewees with Ties to the Mammoth Cave Group. 
Name Date of Interview Nature of Relationship 
Bower, Eleanor and Nick Daniels 06/30/2016 current members, officers 
Morris, Thomas 06/28/2016 current member and officer 

 
Eleanor Bower, current chairperson of the Mammoth Cave Group, and William N. “Nick” 

Daniels were interviewed in June 2016 at the Bower residence in Bowling Green (Figure 74). Each 
took turns talking about their relationships with Mammoth Cave over the years. The emphasis of the 
interview was on the activities of the Sierra Club and the Mammoth Cave Group. Bower and Daniels 
spent much of the interview discussing specific concerns and initiatives including literature produced 
by the group about white-nose syndrome in the bat population, the Trading Post project at Lost River 
Cave, WaterWatch, and participation in a national goal to get all fourth-grade students to a national 
park. They also discussed their support for the Cave Country Trails initiative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 74. Eleanor Bower and Nick Daniels at the Bower Residence in 2016. 

 
At the time of the interview in June of 2016 Thomas Morris was the executive director of the 

Mammoth Cave Group. Morris described how the Sierra Club, the national organization, is a 
supporter and founder of national parks initiatives. Morris explained that the motto of the Sierra 
Club, and by extension the Mammoth Cave Group, is “explore, enjoy, protect.” The Mammoth 
Cave Group works to raise awareness about pollution in local communities through education, 
such as through literature distributed during Earth Day at Western Kentucky University, and mon-
itoring by taking water samples of surrounding waterways as part of the WaterWatch program.  
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4.2.4  Descendants and Descendant Families  

Individuals and families whose ancestors historically resided in the project area, especially in 
the portions that became Mammoth Cave National Park, comprise the descendants and descendant 
families category of traditionally associated peoples. During the time period of park creation, over 
500 families resided on property that was taken or slated for acquisition to create the park (Whittle 
and Whittle 1929[2003]), and the dispossessed and bordering families include 178 surnames 
(Table 17). Descendants of pre-park families are a critical traditionally associated community for 
Mammoth Cave National Park because of their direct and indirect, past and ongoing relationships 
with parklands and resources like former farmsteads, churches, cemeteries, natural resources, 
stores, and schools.  

Phase II research involved 12 interviews with 17 descendants (Table 49). Participants included 
one member of the African American descendant community, Jerry Bransford, and 16 members of 
the Euro-American descendant community. However, additional project participants, who were inter-
viewed for their relationships to other stakeholder and resource user groups, also have ties to Euro-
American descendants and descendant families. They include, but are not limited to, Terry Bunnell, 
Tom Chaney, Lewis Cutliff, Gregory Davis, Susann Davis, Ronald Hanson, Jeff Houchins, Ann 
Matera, and Irvin “Brad” McDougal. 

Table 49.  Interviewees with Ties to Descendants and Descendant Families. 
Name Date of Interview 
Bolton, Tommy 06/30/2016 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 
Bransford, Jerry 12/11/2015 
Gardner, Vickie and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor 10/16/2016 
James, Farrell 06/28/2016 
Jenkins, Alicia “Lisa” and Judith Meyer 07/21/2016 
Kleier, Charlotte, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal 06/22/2016 
Lee, Alice and Dan 08/04/2016 
LeSieur, John “Jack” 11/19/2015 
Merideth, Johnny 12/02/2015, 04/30/2016 
Ray, Janelle 06/14/2016 
Sanders, Nelson 10/17/2016 

  
Four key issues arose in interviews with descendants. Access to sites of tangible heritage is im-

portant in order to continue specific traditional practices. Second, many of the interviewees discussed 
the importance of remembering stories and connections (genealogy, private web platforms to share 
photos, etc.) and the efforts that go into remembering. Third, all descendants interviewed expressed 
concern that the park is increasingly privileging the environment and natural resources in the park 
over people. And, finally, several asked for more direct truth-telling by the park about the removal 
of pre-park families from their homes. Bobby Bunnell said the following about the importance of 
recognizing descendants of pre-park families, “To descendants, Mammoth Cave National Park is not 
a national park, it is our homeland. [The park] needs to make sure we’re not forgotten.”  
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Tangible resources of interest to descendants include sites associated with pre-park lifeways. 
Such sites include but are not limited to home sites, churches, baptismal sites, school sites, 
graveyards, family-specific activity areas (like picnicking near Turnhole Bend), roads, and trails. 
Intangible resources include the traditions associated with tangible resources. Examples of 
intangible resources include but are not limited to storytelling (family stories), heritage hiking to 
visit personally meaningful sites, cemetery decoration days, church and school homecomings, 
church services, and baptisms. See Section 4.2.1 for discussion about tangible and intangible re-
sources related to church congregations. 

An underrepresented group in interviews for Phase II research is African Americans. An 
important exception to this omission is the interview with Jerry Bransford, who was interviewed 
in December 2015. Bransford was raised in Glasgow but he is a descendant of a family forced 
from their land when the park was formed. His family has roots in the Flint Ridge area, which 
despite segregation was a mixed community. Bransford discussed experiences his family had with 
threats from local Ku Klux Klan activity. He talked briefly about the formation of the park, eminent 
domain, and much more about experiences of racial segregation in the area. 

Jerry Bransford is a descendant of African Americans who, as enslaved persons, were among 
the first guides at Mammoth Cave before it was a national park. He is a fifth-generation guide in 
the cave. The first generation, his great-great-grandfather Mat and great-great-great uncle Nick, 
worked as enslaved guides in the pre-park era. Members of the Bransford family continued to live 
and work in the area after emancipation, working at the cave and in jobs related to cave tourism. 
For instance, his great uncle Matt ran a hotel for African American tourists, a necessity due to 
segregation.  

According to Bransford, from 1838 to 1941 there was always a Bransford working in 
Mammoth Cave. When Jerry Bransford started working at the park around 2003, it was the first 
time in 64 years a Bransford had worked at the park. Many of the personal and family stories he 
shared in his interview were about how race affected daily life from segregation (schools, 
shopping) to work (employment opportunities, preferential treatment of white cave tourists) to 
encounters with the Ku Klux Klan in the area. He stated the following about his connection to his 
family’s history and their experiences in the area. 

Hearing stories from my family made me want to learn more. My family could not 
get a soda in the local store, but we did visit the park when I was growing up. My 
ancestors gave so much, and had so much taken away from them. I want to tell the 
world about the contribution of Black men at Mammoth Cave, about the contri-
butions of my family. 

In talking about his family history and connection to park lands, Johnny Meredith talked 
about his experience visiting the places in the park where his family has connections. Sites of 
significance for Meredith, and many descendants, include homesteads and cemeteries. 

I’ve been able to travel to those home places and see, you know where my great-
grand, great-great-grandparents’ cabin stood and stand there. It’s part of my story. 
So, this isn’t just a place to work. [Meredith is a park employee] This is who I am 
and where I’ve come from. And I have driven past graves and I’ve seen these graves 
many times and you know that’s my [family].  
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Like other descendants, Charlotte Kleier, Billie McDougal, and Tommy Houchin echoed 
Meredith’s desire to visit places associated with family history. During a joint interview in June 
of 2016 each talked about their individual experiences connecting to their own family histories by 
visiting relevant sites. All three have roots in the Temple Hill area. For instance, Tommy Houchin 
shared the following story about the importance of family oral history in finding some of the sites. 

I look for all my family’s tombstones. Well, I’d found all of them but one, and he 
was the son of the one who discovered the cave. And, I tromp that park around 
Temple Hill. Ticks and all that stuff [laughing] for probably two years. And, I come 
down to see my great aunt. She lived down here where Camp Joy is. And she said, 
“What are you doing down here?” And I said, “I'm looking for Jess Houchins’ 
grave.” And she said, “Well, why didn’t you ask me?” Just out of the blue. And I 
said, “What do you mean?” And she said, “You mean Jess up at Temple Hill?” And 
I said, “Yes.” And she said, “Well, if you’ll go around the last sharp curve up from 
the river, about the second cut through, if you’ll look over at your left about twenty 
feet off the road, just imagine how high you would be if you were riding on a horse 
because I rode up that way to school on a horse, and it’s at eye level straight across, 
right there beside the road.” 

Tommy Bolton was interviewed in June 2016 at his farm in Brownsville. His interview 
focused on his and his family’s history in the area. The area he lives in now is called Arthur, which 
he believes is named after resident Chester A. Arthur. His mother was an Estes and his great-
grandmother was a Meredith. A significant portion of his interview is about churches, Good Spring 
Church and Joppa Church, the importance of the homecomings for historically associated church 
congregations, and how the park service impedes access by requiring permission to visit churches 
and putting up barricades. He described hard feelings for the park service due to closing Houchin 
Ferry. A project he is proud to support is the Beaver Dam Creek Baptizing Center (Figure 75). The 
riverine baptizing center is located on private property owned by a board of directors representing 
five local churches: Pleasant Union, Chalybeate, Fairview, Mt. Zion (Warren County), and Beaver 
Dam. The facility is available for use by any church of any denomination. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 75. Photographs of Beaver Dam Creek Baptizing Center.  

Vickie Gardner and Tyra (Keltner) Taylor were interviewed together in October 2016 at 
Gardner’s home in Mammoth Cave, Kentucky (Figure 76). Gardner and Taylor each talked about 
their backgrounds and changes in the community. They talked about fieldtrips to Mammoth Cave 
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and taking cave tours. Much of the interview was about Good Spring Baptist Church. Topics 
included shape-note singing and song leaders, “decoration day” at the church cemetery, home-
coming traditions, and singing at funerals. They also talked about changes to transportation like 
roads and ferries, the impact of tourism on local communities, and park employees. 

Figure 76. View from Vickie Gardner’s Porch in Mammoth Cave, Kentucky.  

In addition to being a descendant of a pre-park family, Farrell James was postmaster at 
Mammoth Cave Post Office from 1958 until the mid-1970s. Farrell’s great-grandfather, 
Washington James, was a first-cousin to Jesse and Frank James, and Farrell told a story about his 
family’s role in the James brother’s Cave City-Mammoth Cave stagecoach robbery near Old 
Yellow Dog School. He talked about how his grandfather served on the Mammoth Cave Joint 
Operating Committee to convince families to sell their property to the park, but how he regretted 
it later because he felt misled locals about the role they would have in administering the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 77. Farrell James Holding a Photo of his Great-Grandfather Washington James.  
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Alicia (“Lisa”) Jenkins and Judith Meyer were interviewed in July 2016 at Meyer’s house 
in Bowling Green. Johnny Dude Houchins was Alicia Jenkins’ great-great-grandfather. She thinks 
his grave in on park lands. Leanora Houchins was her grandmother. She described trips the family 
would take to the park to find the graves of their family members. Jenkins attends meetings of the 
Edmonson County Historical Society. Jenkins and her boyfriend, Reggie Jaggers, who also is a 
descendant of a pre-park family, purchased the site of the Chalybeate Springs Hotel from Dr. 
Samuel Gray (“Doc Gray”) and his wife Sarah (Figure 78) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 78. Alicia Jenkins in Front of the Chalybeate Springs Hotel Spring-
house in 2016.  

 

Meyer’s family traveled often to the park to find family gravestones. She recalled visiting the 
park with her grandmother to try to locate the old family homestead site. They eventually located 
it in the Temple Hill area of the park. She has a photograph of the site, and all that remains is one 
chimney.  

Alice Lee and Dan Lee were interviewed together at their home in Cave City in August 2016. 
Alice Lee, not a descendant, was born in Memphis, Tennessee. Her family lived a nomadic life 
because her father laid electric lines in Arkansas. The family moved to Cave City in 1944 when 
she was a teenager. One of her jobs as a teenager was working at Wigwam Village Inn and it was 
there, at the Trading Post while buying a Coca-Cola, that she met her husband Dan Lee.  

Dan Lee is a pre-park family descendant whose family ran a restaurant and tourist motor court, 
the Home-Like Inn. The land was in the Lee family since the 1850s. In the 1930s, perhaps 1936, 
the family sold the property to the park service and moved to Cave City, where he graduated from 
high school.  

After serving in the army, attending college, and marrying Alice, Dan Lee started a long career 
in the National Park Service. His first job was a seasonal post at Mammoth Cave National Park 
and his first full-time position was at Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park. The 
Lees moved around the country, raising a family, while Dan worked at an additional five parks 
including Vicksburg National Military Park, where he served as Superintendent.  

After retirement from the park service, the Lees moved back to Cave City and have worked as 
volunteers at both Mammoth Cave National Park and Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National 
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Historical Park. In addition to talking about their experiences working for the park service, the 
Lees talked about changes to the area and community attitudes and relations at both parks.  

Jack LeSieur was interviewed in November of 2015 in his art studio in the Pushin Building 
in Bowling Green. Raised in Brownsville, LeSieur’s grandmother’s family originally lived in the 
Good Spring area of the park. He remembers school trips to the park and hiking there with his 
father. The family has an attachment to Good Spring Baptist Church and has spent time locating 
and visiting graves, decorating family graves on Memorial Day, and attending homecomings. He 
noted that rerouting of park roads and trails has made it difficult to get to Good Spring Baptist 
Church. LeSieur further noted that the changes, which have made the park more “park-like,” have 
made it difficult for descendants with attachments to cultural places to continue to access those 
sites. LeSieur described the local practice of driving through the park to view scenery in the spring 
or after a snow. He also talked about the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company, the main company 
town at Kyrock, and its role in the history of the park – it drilled the hole to rescue Floyd Collins.  

Janelle Ray was interviewed in June 2016 at the Pioneer Log Cabin on the campus of Western 
Kentucky University. Her interview primarily consisted of sharing memories and stories about her 
family’s history in the Mammoth Cave area. Her family was associated with Joppa Church and 
family members are buried there. They were asked to leave park lands in 1932. Surnames of other 
families that lived in the area are Denham, Parker, and Skaggs. She told stories about playing and 
fishing in Cedar Sink and the Turnhole. Her family was devastated when they had to leave their 
homeplace, and she feels they were not treated fairly by the park service. She says although this 
can’t be changed, it is important to tell the story fully and accurately because that at least provides 
some acknowledgement of what happened.  

Ray discussed the continuing importance of park lands as a touchstone for family and 
community identity. This happens through family descendants gathering for meals at the church, 
annual homecoming events at the church, heritage hiking, and social events such as 4th of July 
celebrations held around Mammoth Cave. She talked about different ways she currently is in-
volved in local activities, including the Edmonson County Historical Society and the Chalybeate 
Homemakers Group. One of her last comments was that Mammoth Cave National Park needs to 
be advertised more. 

Nelson Sanders was interviewed in October 2016 at his home in Mammoth Cave, Kentucky. 
His family has a long association with Good Spring Baptist Church and he talked about the 
importance of upkeep at the church cemetery, homecoming activities, and church services. Sanders 
also talked about “sanging” events, changes to “sanging,” and musical instruments in churches. 
He worries that traditions like homecoming and decoration of graves is coming to an end because 
of generational changes and work schedules. Most of his interview was about the church but he 
also talked about displacement of families when the park was formed and the effect this had on 
church membership. 

4.2.5  Legacy and Veteran Employees  

Legacy employees are current and former employees of Mammoth Cave National Park with 
relatives who also worked there spanning at least two generations. Veteran employees are those 
park employees who worked there for at least 40 years. In these respects, legacy and veteran 
employees meet the longevity criterion for traditional association with the park and are an 
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associated group. Further, their work focuses on maintaining the integrity of park resources and 
public access to them. Their careers not only depend on the outcomes of long-term management 
decisions, but they often are involved in making those management decisions. Places and resources 
in the park can be highly significant to these employees and closely tied to their sense of pro-
fessional purpose, like a particular tour route to an interpretive ranger, a remnant stand of chestnut 
trees to a park ecologist, or a standing structure to a park historian.  

Many legacy and veteran employees have worked in more than one position in the park, and 
they therefore can offer different viewpoints and experiences from a comparative perspective. In 
addition, some can provide diverse perspectives about the park based on their roles as employees 
and as members of other associated communities. Some legacy and veteran employees, for instance, 
are descendants of families dispossessed or otherwise impacted by park creation. Therefore, infor-
mation about them overlaps with that relevant to the descendant and descendant family group of 
traditionally associated peoples, as outlined in the previous section.  

Seven park employees with legacy or veteran status participated in Phase II research (Table 
50). All except Peggy Emberton are descendants of pre-park families. Jerry Bransford, a seasonal 
tour guide since 2004, is a fifth-generation Bransford family member to lead cave tours (Section 
4.2.4). Lewis D. Cutliff worked as an interpretive ranger during most of his 36 years at Mammoth 
Cave National Park, from 1956 to 1992. His father, Lewis Lyman Cutliff, was a tour guide who 
famously co-discovered the preserved remains of an ancient Native American mineral miner in 
Mammoth Cave. His grandfather, Robert Lewis “Bob” Cutliff, ran the photography shop for the 
Mammoth Cave Estate. Cutliff’s mother, Lillian (McDaniel) Cutliff, uncles, aunts, and other 
relatives also worked at the hotel and in concessions for the estate or park. 

Table 50.  Interviewees Who Are Legacy/Veteran Employees. 
Name Date of Interview Status 
Bransford, Jerry 12/11/2015 legacy employee 
Cutliff, Lewis D. 06/29/2016 legacy employee 
Emberton, Peggy [and Verda Miller] 06/21/2016 veteran employee 
Hanson, Coy and Ronald Hanson 06/28/2016 legacy and veteran employee, 

legacy employee 
Lee, Dan [and Alice Lee]  legacy employee 
Merideth, Johnny 12/02/2015, 04/20/2016 legacy employee 

 
Peggy Emberton is a fourth-generation park employee who held several positions at the park. 

Both a legacy and a veteran employee, Coy Hanson worked in park concessions for a short period 
of time but spent most of his career in interpretation. At the time of his death in October 2016, Coy 
Hanson was the oldest living former park guide. His father (Carl) and uncle (Earl) helped build 
the stairs in the cave and both served as guides at the New Entrance. Ronald Hanson is a legacy 
employee through his father Coy and the aforementioned ancestors. He worked in park con-
cessions, waiting tables at the Old Mammoth Cave Hotel. 

Daniel Lee worked at the park service for 36 years, from 1948 to 1984, beginning as a seasonal 
tour guide at Mammoth Cave National Park. His legacy is through his grandfather, Thomas E. Lee, 
and Thomas’ brother-in-law, John L. Lee, who served as Mammoth Cave tour guides in the 1870s-
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1880s. Daniel’s father was a seasonal guide at New Entrance. Johnny Meredith has worked in 
interpretation at the park since starting as a seasonal guide in 1996. His legacy traces to a number 
of family members, including a great-grandfather who cleaned stairs at New Entrance, a great-
great uncle who guided at Crystal Cave, a grandfather who helped build stairs from Green River 
to Great Onyx Cave, a great uncle who was a bus driver, and cousins who worked in concessions. 

Excerpts from the June 2016 interview with Lewis Cutliff’s June 2016 interview and Johnny 
Merideth’s April 2016 interview provide insights into how employees with legacy/veteran status 
tap into their experience to provide valuable insights about park management decisions. Lewis 
Cutliff discussed a variety of topics including transportation changes around the park – such as 
removal of bridges and ferries – and cave tours, the subject of the excerpt. 

LC: In the cave guiding until I got to be chief, and then, um, my, me and my sister 
we did all the scheduling and planning the trips and stuff like that you got to do. 

KW: Did, did you have any, um, freedom in like shaping the, shaping the 
tours? 

LC: Yes I did. 

KW: That’s good (laughs). Good to have that. 

LC: Well, it’s hard to say… it didn’t last. You know, for other people. Some of 
them thought we’d be doing everything wrong and to change it. Some people 
think change is good when it’s not. 

KW: Mm’hmm. 

LC: I always thought if something ain’t broke, don’t fix it. But anyway – no I…. I 
worked under the chief. I was promoted in ’71 to his assistant and then I got to be 
the chief in ’73 when he left. 

KW: Hmm. 

LC: But we – you know that… 

KW: So what… 

LC: We’d get approval from the chief interpreter but as long as it was handling 
the people, that’s what they want. 

KW: Did you introduce any new tours, then? 

LC: Oh yeah. 

KW: What did…. 

LC: I got back some that they had taken off. I’d gotten all of them back for like 
the Old Historic and Gothic Avenue and got the Echo River back. And I was 
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working on the all day. But um, we had a superintendent that had the bridges tore 
out, we couldn’t have – continue to have the, um, Echo River anymore. Because 
the ecologist says “well, it’s harming those blind cave shrimp” and all that. 
They’ve been there eons, thousands of years, and human habitations, or relations 
to them, and have been going on for a hundred and some years. And, I’ll take you 
down there now and you could find big, blind fish that long. Like I said, 
everybody got to make their own little niche, you know? And they got to change 
or do something different. That’s not always good. 

KW: So, what was the favorite that you brought back when you were working 
on that? What was, uh, one you were most kind of happy about? 

LC: Echo River. 

KW: Echo River. How long of a tour was that? 

LC: Three hours. 
Johnny Meredith, reflecting on the complicated and sensitive history of the removal of pre-

park families from their homesteads shared the following in his April 2016 interview. The 
interview, primarily about his experiences with morel mushroom hunting and collecting, included 
extensive information about his family history and his experiences as an employee at the park. At 
the end of the interview, when asked if there was anything else he wanted to share, spontaneously 
shared the following; 
 

BS: Sure, let’s see. I guess is there something in the park that you feel goes 
unnoticed or unrecognized that you would like to mention like a problem or an 
activity beyond the realm of hunting [for morel mushrooms]? I know that morel 
mushroom hunting is kind of a big one, it’s one of those secret things that no one 
really knows about but if there is anything else that you would like to mention? 

JM: To be honest with you, I think that one big story that has been remedied that 
we just never really told as it probably should have been…is just the story of how 
this place became a national park. People know it was established, people know it 
was here. But there was a lot of work that had to be done behind the scenes to make 
that happen. And, in particular, removing these families from their property in order 
for this to become a park. 

You know this is our 75th anniversary of being a national park, and it’s our 200th 
anniversary giving tours. So Mammoth Cave was giving tours for 125 years before 
it was ever a park, and there were people that lived all around. And again, we’ve 
mentioned that these people and their descendants today are so connected that 
having the story, and trying to tell it of how to get people off of their land for this 
to be a park can be quite touchy. It can be very controversial. It can be one that can 
kind of create or exaggerate hard feelings that they have. And, you know, hind sight 
is 20/20. And I would like to think if this whole thing was done today that things 
would be different, but you can’t change the past and none of us today are 
responsible for what happened then. 
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But there’s just been a new film, and I know you were there, and it’s called 
“Mammoth Cave, A Place Called Home” which I think really does a fabulous job 
of telling the story, you know. It’s not sugar-coated. It’s like, yes, here are some 
stories of folks who inhabited [this place], and here’s how they lost their homes. 
But conversely, here’s the stories of people who saw this as an opportunity, and 
they actually thought it would be great that they could move into town and be closer 
to things.  

So it’s wonderful I think in giving two very different sides to the story. You have 
people who were talking about their family’s loss and in the same way the park is 
good, but it cost 600 families their homes. And then you have a perspective of 
somebody that was here saying, “this is my job. I’ve got to find some way to do 
this, to get these people off the land.” You just get all these different perspectives 
and really get an understanding of how complex and how personal to each person 
that this place was. 

It’s part of our story. It’s the fabric of who we are. And as the park service part of 
the fabric of America. I think it’s one story we just did not tell very much, at all. 
And certainly probably did not tell it as well as it should have been. [This has been] 
greatly remedied by this film. Now we have at least a couple of rangers here that 
do program about this very thing. One is called “Home is Where the Park Is” and 
the other one is called “Home Sweet Home.” They are similar in their aspect of just 
discussing people and the transition.  

You know it’s great it’s a national park, but man, this was where somebody lived. 
This was their everything. This was their home. This was their family. This was the 
earth they tilled to survive. This was it. This was all they had. And I think we do 
much better getting this story out now.  

A former employee, Brad McDougal, concurred with Merideth’s assessment of the importance 
of recording, preserving, and presenting to the public the history of the families displaced by the 
formation of the park. During his interview, primarily focused on moral mushroom hunting 
(Section 4.2.8), he indicated the importance of the reciprocal stewardship relationship between the 
park and the surrounding communities. As an example, he cited responsible behavior by resource 
collectors and then talked about the positive impact of the Mammoth Cave hiking and biking trails. 
Stewardship includes preservation and responsible use of natural and cultural resources. 

Peggy Emberton was interviewed with Verda Miller in June 2016 at Miller’s home in Park 
City. Emberton sold cave tour tickets, gave out information, and worked at the Great Onyx Job 
Corps. Emberton told stories about how she came to work for the park and the types of jobs she 
had. She also talked about the Mission 66 Project that led to changes in roads and destruction or 
relocation of buildings. Miller’s husband worked with the Civilian Conservation Corps and after 
it disbanded he got a job at the park. Miller’s family moved from the park to Park City in 1957. 
Miller spent a good bit of the interview talking about the CCC in general and the work she, her 
mother, and her husband did with the CCC. 
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4.2.6  Gateway Communities  

Gateway communities are incorporated municipalities bordering the park along major access 
roads. There are three – Park City, Cave City and Brownsville – through which visitors must pass 
to enter the park from the south, east, and west, respectively. The histories, traditions, and economies 
of these municipalities are loosely though not exclusively tied to the park. There is no gateway 
community from the north. Included in this type of traditionally associated group are six incorp-
orated municipalities in the project area that do not directly border the park but are associated 
historically, culturally, and economically to the park and to cave country more broadly. They are 
Glasgow in Barren County; Horse Cave, Munfordville, and Bonnieville in Hart County; and 
Oakland and Smiths Grove in Warren County.  

Residents of gateway communities have long-standing, multi-faceted interests in and relation-
ships with Mammoth Cave National Park. Thirteen individuals affiliated with gateway communities 
participated in Phase II research (Table 51). They shared information about five gateway 
communities, including the three proximate ones – Park City, Cave City, and Brownsville – plus 
Horse Cave and Munfordville.  

Table 51.  Interviewees with Ties to Gateway Communities. 
Name Date of Interview Gateway Community 
Bunnell, Bobby 06/14/2016 Park City 
Collins, Carol, Don Collins, [and Barbara Moreland] 11/17/2016 Munfordville 
Hanson, Ronald 10/31/2016 Cave City 
Kleier, Charlotte 11/24/2015 Brownsville 
Kleier, Charlotte, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal 06/22/2016 Brownsville 
Matera, Ann 08/01/2016 Horse Cave 
Parrish, Stanley and Uretha Parrish 11/21/2016 Park City 
Tabor, Sharon 08/03/2016 Cave City 
Williams, Charlie and Dr. James Middleton 07/28/2016 Munfordville 

 
The interests of gateway communities include thinking about Mammoth Cave National Park 

as a cultural, economic, and natural resource. For gateway community residents who are 
descendants of pre-park families, park resources of relevance include churches (Section 4.2.1) and 
cultural and natural resources related to their families (Section 4.2.4). 

Due to proximity, descendant and non-descendant residents of gateway communities use the 
park for various activities, including family, church, and group gatherings. Not only do they 
participate in cave tours, they engage in above-ground activities. Many participants talked about 
hiking, biking, and horseback riding in the park. Several participants discussed a long-standing 
local practice of driving through the park after weather-related events, like the first snowfall, and 
during seasonal changes to admire the natural landscape. As discussed in Section 4.2.8, area 
residents continue to harvest natural resources from park lands in the form of morel mushrooms. 

Residents of gateway communities who think of Mammoth Cave National Park as an economic 
resource include residents who own or work for businesses that rely on or are affected by tourism 
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activities at the park (Section 4.1.2). The economic well-being of gateway communities relies in 
part on the success of such businesses. Examples of gateway community businesses represented 
in Phase II research are Leo’s Crafts and Magaline’s Antique Mall in Cave City, Serenity Hill Bed 
and Breakfast in Brownsville, and The Bookstore and Taquería Hidalgo in Horse Cave. The 
success and economic well-being of these businesses is affected by the seasonal fluctuation of 
tourists at Mammoth Cave National Park and changes in park policy that affect things like guest 
accommodation and roads in the park. 

Director of the Cave City Tourist and Convention Commission, Sharon Tabor, illustrated the 
ways that gateway communities in general, and Cave City in particular, think of the park as an 
economic resource. In talking about the effects of a period of closure at Mammoth Cave National 
Park in 2013, Tabor emphasized this economic connection. 

The economy of Cave City has always mirrored the activity of Mammoth Cave. 
This was really evident with the sequestration of 2013. When the park closed for 
five weeks, it had a huge financial impact on the community. It was with this event 
the community decided they needed to build more of a partnership with Mammoth 
Cave than relying on them for the economy to be productive. So that this [economic 
downturn] will not happen again.  

Residents of gateway communities universally expressed grievances about temporary and 
permanent changes to roads and ferries on park lands. Part of the concern related to the ability to 
access resources on park lands. However, part of the concern also addressed the importance of 
being able to move through the area in order to get to jobs or other resources outside the park.  

Though they are small cities, Park City and Cave City were important to development in Barren 
County. They were established in large part because of their proximity to tourist attractions and 
their location along two major north-south thoroughfares in the 19th and 20th centuries, US Route 
31W (formerly the Lower Louisville Turnpike or Dixie Highway) and the L&N Railroad.  

South of the park, Park City was founded in 1827 as Three Forks and later known as Bell’s 
Station and Glasgow Junction. It was the earliest point of departure for stage and later railroad 
passengers traveling to Mammoth Cave on the Mammoth Cave Parkway, now KY-255 (a.k.a., 
Park City Road, South Entrance Road), and the Mammoth Cave Railway. As such, it historically 
was the most significant gateway community to the cave and continues to be an important asset 
today that is impacted directly by resource use decisions made by the park. Park City officials and 
residents interviewed for the project are Bobby Bunnell and Stanley and Uretha Parrish.  

Park City resident, former fire chief, and current city clerk Bobby Bunnell illustrates how 
residents of gateway communities often have personal and professional connections to Mammoth 
Cave National Park, and in cases such as his those relationships are diverse and complex. In his 
interview he outlined his and his family’s connections to Mammoth Cave. His maternal grand-
father had a farm in the park and his maternal grandmother and mother were both born in the park. 
Multiple family members, including Lute Lee, were cave explorers. His grandfather was a pre-
park cave guide for George Morrison and his initials are reportedly carved in multiple places in 
Mammoth Cave. His mother worked with the Mammoth Cave National Park concessions (camp 
store, hotel, gift shop) and his sister was a guide. As a boy scout, Bobby helped drive deer for the 
National Park Service.  
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As a member of the Mammoth Cave National Park Association, Bunnell works to encourage 
the National Park Service to act as a steward for the natural and cultural resources on park lands. 
Bobby Bunnell’s relationships to the park are particular to his experience, but the multifaceted 
nature of ties to the park was common to all project participants who are/were residents of gateway 
communities, including those whose interviews are categorized in other community types. As 
such, Bunnell’s interview is detailed in Section 4.2.2 because of his participation in the Mammoth 
Cave National Park Association.  

Stanley Parrish and Uretha Parrish were interviewed together at their home in Bowling 
Green in November 2016. Stanley Parrish stated that there was a lively community around 31W 
and in Park City prior to I-65 coming into the area, and that the interstate was more disruptive and 
harmful to the area than the creation of Mammoth Cave National Park. He further noted that the 
placement of the interstate exit, placed between Park City and Mammoth Cave, led tourists to 
bypass Park City. He indicated that the local Black community migrated away from the area but 
was not sure why that happened. He and Uretha Parrish both elaborated on the point that changes 
in transportation negatively affected Park City.  

The Parrishes talked about their affiliation with Zion Hill Baptist Church in Park City. They 
disagreed about whether the park service purchased the land in the area first or if Diamond Caverns 
purchased it and sold it to the park service. Uretha Parrish indicated a school formerly stood on 
the site of the current Zion Hill Baptist Church.  

Established in 1853 and incorporated in 1866, Cave City provides access to the park from the 
east along KY-70 (a.k.a. Cave City Road, East Entrance Road, Mammoth Cave Road). Cave City 
was a planned resort town intended to serve Mammoth Cave visitors. Cave City is currently the 
most populous of the gateway communities with a population of about 2,400. The largest concen-
tration of businesses and tourist attractions catering to park visitors is located along Highway 70. 
Cave City officials and residents interviewed for the project are Sharon Tabor and Ronald Hanson. 

Sharon Tabor was interviewed in August 2016 at the Cave City Con-
vention Center (Figure 79). She is a native of Hart County; her family is 
originally from Allen County. Tabor currently serves as director of the Cave 
City Tourist and Convention Commission. Prior to taking that post in 2012, 
she worked in tourism in Bowling Green at the Historic Rail and Train 
Museum. The Cave City Convention Center opened in Cave City in 1980, 
the first convention center located outside a major metropolitan area. The 
group’s website features a list of “cultural recreation” opportunities in the 
local area (Cave City Tourist and Convention Center 2019).  

Figure 79. Sharon Tabor Photographed at her Office, 2016.  
Cave City has always depended on Mammoth Cave as a tourist attraction to keep it alive 

economically. Tabor discussed the early history of the area and how Cave City was established to 
be a resort town serving Mammoth Cave. As noted above, the close connection became painfully 
evident in 2013 when the park was closed for five weeks during a budgetary sequestration.  Though 
temporary, the closure had a substantial negative impact on Cave City, and that was when officials 
and others in Cave City decided to become more proactive in building partnerships with Mammoth 
Cave National Park and other community partners.  
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Tabor explained that most people who visit Mammoth Cave stay in Cave City, which is why 
there are seven major hotel chains in a town of 2,800 people. When I-65 was built in the 1960s it 
affected the downtown – people no longer drive through downtown. They go straight through to 
Mammoth Cave National Park.  

While in her position, Tabor has undertaken various endeavors to help reduce reliance on 
Mammoth Cave National Park. For instance, she created a 32-page visitors’ guide that lists area 
attractions, places to stay, places to eat, and recreation activities like hiking and biking.  It promotes 
all of the show caves equally, not just Mammoth Cave. All caves are unique and cave attractions 
have different activities to offer visitors and tourists. She developed program with a catchy by-
line, “53 Things to Do at Exit 53,” that provides information and itineraries for different kinds of 
visitor experiences in and around Cave City, such as “Jurassic Park Day” and “Extreme Adventure 
Day.” 

Tabor discussed her work with the Cave County Trails initiative and how it affects Cave City. 
The goal is to connect 11 communities, four counties, and two state parks with Mammoth Cave 
National Park. Trails will include bike trails, equestrian trails, water trails, and hiking trails. The 
group held a series of public community forums to get feedback. The southernmost town is 
Bowling Green; the northernmost town is Bonnieville. Cave City also is working to gain Trail 
Town status. Tabor talked about the Transamerican Bike Route, the loop of which goes in front of 
the Cave City Convention Center. She said they don’t see much residual tourism from this because 
there are not enough bike racks in town. 

The Cave City Convention Center originally was to be constructed in Bowling Green, but 
Speaker of the Kentucky House Bobby Richardson convinced legislators to locate it in Barren 
County. According to Tabor, the convention center gets few conventions, but they have hired a 
sales manager to help with this. Tourism in Cave City is booming; they are on track to have a third 
record year in numbers of visitors to the town. Tourism would be helped by having more local 
transportation options, such as a taxi service and a shuttle between the town and Mammoth Cave 
National Park. In addition, there is a need to have 12-month attractions to help prevent seasonal 
lulls in visitors. An important change that helped is when the town went “wet” or legalized alcohol 
sales. This change boosted hotel occupancy, keeping visitors from choosing Bowling Green. 

Ronald Hanson was interviewed in October of 2016 at his home in Glasgow but grew up in 
Cave City. He is a descendant of the Hanson and Doyle pre-park families, some of whom relocated 
to Cave City when the park was created. Like other Cave City residents, Ronald, like others in his 
family, have a close association with the park. Hanson worked in park concessions, waiting tables 
at the Old Mammoth Cave Hotel. His father (Coy) worked for the park and his uncle (Pete) was a 
cave explorer (Sections 4.1.5 and 4.2.5).  

Incorporated in 1828 and the county seat of Edmonson County, Brownsville currently affords 
two means to access the park from the west: KY-70 (a.k.a., Brownsville Road, West Entrance 
Road) and Houchins Ferry Road with a recently closed ferry crossing over Green River. His-
torically, Brownsville was tied to other communities through river travel on the Green River. Of 
the three primary gateway communities, Brownsville has been less connected to the park 
economically. Three Brownsville residents who participated in the Phase II research discussed 
connections between the gateway community and the park, as well as other aspects of Brownsville.  
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Charlotte Kleier, Tommy Houchin, and Billie McDougal were interviewed jointly in June 
2016 at the Edmonson County Public Library. Each participant shared information about their 
family histories in the area. McDougal indicated that her current connection to the park is primarily 
in visiting Temple Hill Cemetery. She commented that the cemetery used to be more accessible 
until the Houchin Ferry was shut down, making travel time considerably longer. McDougal 
discussed bitter feelings in the community about the removal of families from park property.  
Kleier mentioned that most of her family is buried at Temple Hill and talked about the removal of 
her grandmother from park property. Houchin discussed spending time on park lands looking for 
family graves.  

All three informants are active in the Edmonson County Historical Society (Section 4.1.8) and 
described how their interest in preserving as much local history as possible is hindered by lack of 
funds. Some collected materials have been relocated to the South Central Kentucky Cultural 
Center in Glasgow. They noted that the Shobe cemetery, church, and school, which are important 
historically to the local African American community, do not have proper markers or efforts at 
preservation. The historical society has cleaned the cemetery a few times, but nothing more has 
been done with it. They mentioned that lack of maintenance and proper care is a problem for 
cemeteries on park lands as well. They discussed the importance of waterways as transportation, 
even today in relation to the operation of Houchin Ferry, and indicated that many old roads in 
Edmonson County are still around today. 

In the last part of the interview, Kleier, Houchin, and McDougal focused on the relationship 
between Brownsville and Mammoth Cave National Park. Positive impacts include thriving 
canoeing businesses in the area. They expressed excitement about the possibility of Brownsville 
becoming a trail town with a trail connecting it to the park, which they hope will boost the local 
economy due to increased tourism. Negative impacts include residual hard feelings about the 
displacement of families to create the park; a perception that the park did not honor its promise to 
displaced families, particularly those in Edmonson County; resentment that some churches on park 
property have been preserved while others were not; and anger at the closing of Houchin Ferry.  

Horse Cave is located in Hart County. In 1794-1795 Jesse, Miles, and William Grinstead 
settled hundreds of acres in the valley in which Horse Cave was later founded. In 1858 the first 
store in Horse Cave was opened. A railroad running through Horse Cave was finished in 1859. 
Since the town’s founding, the underground river in Hidden River Cave, located downtown, served 
as an important water source for inhabitants. One informant is associated with this secondary 
gateway community to the park, and the interview with another was summarized previously. 

Ann Matera was interviewed in August 2016 at Horse Cave City Hall. She was born in 
Glasgow and raised in Horse Cave along with her brother Tom Chaney (Section 4.1.1). She moved 
away from the area as a young adult, living in various locales around the country, and eventually 
returned to live and work in Horse Cave.  

Matera discussed growing up in the area during the first part of her interview. She recalled 
going to the park every Sunday after church to socialize with other community members. She 
would tag along with guides on trips while the adults would sit on the porch of the Mammoth Cave 
Hotel and talk. The church congregation held picnics on the river just below the mouth of the cave. 
Matera said, “The park was used by local people all the time. People grew up using it and continue 
to do so.” 
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Matera remembers her father taking her to the dedication of the park. Her father, Boots Chaney, 
helped with purchase agreements for the park. Her uncle, Charles Raymond Chaney, was involved 
with the Civilian Conservation Corps. Her first job after high school was working as a hostess in 
the dining room of the Mammoth Cave Park Hotel. She remembered it being an elegant place 
because her boss Garner Hanson kept it that way.   

At the time of the interview Matera worked as the city clerk for Horse Cave. Previous jobs 
included being a newspaper editor from 1969-1983. A point of emphasis in her interview was local 
tourism endeavors. For instance, her brother, Tom Chaney, was instrumental in founding the Horse 
Cave Theatre to provide entertainment for locals and draw in visitors (Section 4.1.1). She has 
participated in and volunteered at the Horse Cave Heritage Festival, which began in 2001. She also 
mentioned the cell phone walking tour developed by Sandra Wilson and a few other community 
members (Section 4.1.12). She stated that the rest areas on I-65 help boost tourism in the area.  

Matera said the attitude of Mammoth Cave National Park has changed over the years. Twenty 
years ago they did not allow outside promotion, but now the Horse Cave Hart County Tourism 
Board has a booth at the park that the park promotes. There is more cooperation between the park 
and the towns than there has been before. 

Munfordville originally was known as Big Buffalo Crossing because of the well-worn animal 
ford across Green River around which the town developed. The community is named for Richard 
J. Munford, one of two brothers who were among the earliest settlers. He donated the land for the 
town in 1816, and it became the county seat when Hart County was created in 1819. Munfordville 
was the site of significant military action during the Civil War, owing in large part to its strategic 
location on major transportation routes, the Louisville-Nashville Turnpike and the L&N Railroad. 
Four Phase II interviewees shared insights about Munfordville. Four Phase II interviewees are 
associated with this secondary gateway community.  

Charlie Williams and Dr. James Middleton were interviewed jointly in July 2016 in 
Munfordville. The interview included background history on the settlement of the area. Over the 
years, both men have participated in community groups and undertaken activities to promote local 
culture and history. They described historic buildings in the area, such as the Old Munford Inn, 
which was built in 1810 to serve a stage coach line. They discussed the economic effects of 
Mammoth Cave, which they view as mostly positive in terms of jobs and tourism growth, as well 
as the park’s environmental efforts, which have benefited local wildlife in and outside the park. 

Williams joined the Hart County Fair Board to help promote Hart County. He explained why 
preserving history is important to him, “One of the purposes of my writing historical markers is 
that Munfordville was concentrating on history of Civil War and I wanted to point out that 
Munfordville has a lot of history that has nothing to do with the Civil War.” Middleton collects, 
displays, and promotes the local craft of white oak basketmaking as well as quilting. Middleton 
believes that Hart County is the epicenter of white oak basketmaking in the state of Kentucky. He 
talked about the Mammoth Cave Basket Maker’s Guild, who is involved, and what they do.  

Carol Collins and Don Collins were interviewed in November 2016 at their home in Hart 
County. They discussed how they met, the early years of their marriage, and living in Munford-
ville. Much of the interview centered on Floyd Collins (stories, myths, and legal battles), Crystal 
Cave, and Sand Cave.  
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4.2.7  Cave Research Foundation 

The Cave Research Foundation is a natural history society, as well as a conservation and pre-
servation group, formed in 1957. The non-profit corporation promotes exploration and document-
ation of, initiates and supports research on, works to protect and conserve, and interprets to the 
public caves and karst areas. It has sponsored a regional research station at Mammoth Cave since 
its inception, initially located within the park and since 1998 at Hamilton Valley adjacent to the 
park. CRF members have conducted extensive and intensive geological, ecological, historical, and 
archeological research on parklands and the surrounding area for decades, so they can provide 
diachronic insights about a wide range of significant natural and cultural resources across the 
project area. CRF’s relationship with the park is unique among associated communities because it 
is formalized through memoranda of agreement and understanding.  

Phase II research involved nine interviews with 12 members of the Cave Research Foundation 
(Table 52). Most of the participants formerly or currently served in the organization leadership. 
Interviews with two other CRF members, Rick Olson and Rick Toomey, are summarized in 
Section 4.1.6. 

Table 52.  Interviewees with Ties to the Cave Research Foundation. 
Name Date of Interview Relationship 
Brucker, Roger 08/04/2016 founding member, former officer 
Fox, Charles 08/05/2016 current member, former officer 
Groves, Chris 11/09/2015 current member, former officer 
Kambesis, Patricia 12/07/2015 current member and officer 
Klausner, Ed 10/23/2016 current member, former officer 
Otten, Tammy, Beau Gergel, 
Brian Hunsaker, Matt Keller, 
and Tama Cassidy 

08/05/2016 current members 

Sides, Stanley D. 06/27/2016 current member, former officer 
Winkler, Elizabeth 11/24/2015, 07/18/2016 current member and officer 

 
The primary resources of interest to the Cave Research Foundation are natural resources, 

specifically caves and karst areas on park lands. One issue of concern for this resource is access. 
In one application of that word, it means access to these natural areas for research purposes. In an 
additional, equally important way, access refers to access to National Park Service personnel in 
order to provide them with scientifically-based input regarding the management of caves and karst 
areas on park lands.  

Another issue of concern mentioned by several CRF members is protecting the environmental 
integrity of caves and karst areas. This concern translates into various efforts to protect resources 
including listing at-risk sites in the National Register of Historic Places, monitoring environmental 
quality in natural areas, and seeking legal remedies. For instance, several project participants 
mentioned Mill Hole and Cedar Sink as sites for potential National Register status. Roger Brucker 
described the formation of an outside organization, Karst Environmental Education and Protection, 
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Inc. (KEEP), to oppose development deemed harmful to the health of the ecosystem, such as the 
Kentucky Trimodal Transpark.   

Almost all of the CRF project participants discussed the long history of interactions among the 
organization, the National Park Service, and Mammoth Cave National Park. Many recounted the 
early, confrontational years between the groups and an appreciation for the productive, collaborative 
relationship that exists today between the park and the organization.  

In addition to natural resources, the CRF has an interest in cultural resources associated with 
the caves and karst areas they investigate. Part of the mission of the group is ongoing archeology, 
culture history, and spelean history research associated with caves and karst areas. Finally, 
intangible cultural heritage in the form of shared stories of the history of the group, caving 
expeditions, and other activities of group members is relevant (Figure 80). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 80. Cave Research Foundation Trip.  Photograph courtesy of Ed Klausner.  

Roger Brucker was interviewed in August 2016 at the CRF Hamilton Valley facility. He 
started by talking about his background with Mammoth Cave, beginning when he was a child and 
leading to a life-long fascination with caves. As a young man he joined the National Speleological 
Society, the Met Grotto, and the Central Ohio Grotto. Brucker discussed the origins of CRF and 
conflict between the National Park Service and Bill Austin, who surveyed Crystal Cave in 1954 
and wanted to survey additional ones but because of the conflict with the park service was denied 
access. A major CRF accomplishment was establishing that Mammoth Cave is the longest cave in 
the world. Brucker discussed the history and organization of CRF, including details like the “lead 
list,” a list of unexplored or un-surveyed passages; how surveys are added, upgraded and replaced; 
and the cooperative agreement with the National Park Service. Brucker has undertaken inter-
national expeditions, mentored graduate students, and published papers related to caving.   

According to Brucker, understanding the cave is important to the larger community because it 
is a resource that extends outside the park boundaries. CRF studies helped demonstrate that 
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maintaining and having rules related to local sanitary sewage collection and disposal systems is 
important to the health of the cave system. When the Kentucky Trimodal Transpark was proposed, 
an outside opposition organization was formed to advocate for caves and karst resources in and 
outside the park. Karst Environmental Education and Protection, Inc. (KEEP) has been 
instrumental in educating about the potential for negative environmental impacts from the 
transpark, such as draining waste water into sinkholes and cave systems. KEEP lost the battle but 
delayed development for long enough that the transpark has never really flourished, as business 
was drawn south to Franklin, Kentucky during the legal battles. Other KEEP projects include 
getting the TVA to upgrade pollution controls, opposing the operation of local quarries, and 
fighting Peabody Coal. KEEP also collaborates with the Sierra Club on these endeavors.  

Brucker suggested that all stewardship organizations and the National Park Service should get 
together to discuss the future of Mammoth Cave National Park. One possible action is obtaining 
conservation easements and expanding park boundaries. But this is a sensitive issue. For instance, 
he mentions Mill Hole, a karst window at the edge of the park property. It is a collapsed sinkhole 
with a large underground stream. He thinks it needs protecting and should be part of the park. 
Cedar Sink is another important feature. Brucker tried to get the Nature Conservancy to purchase 
it but the owner wanted too much money for it. 

Charles Fox was interviewed in August 2016 at the CRF Hamilton Valley Research Facility. 
Fox is a past president and current Eastern Operations Manager of CRF. Fox talked about the 
relationship between CRF and the National Park Service. He then discussed his own background 
and how his interest in caving developed. He talked about the history of CRF and some of his 
favorite projects.  

Former CRF president Chris Groves was interviewed in November 2015 at Western Kentucky 
University. Groves is a professor at WKU and leads field trips to Mammoth Cave National Park. 
He discussed other connections to the park in terms of his own research, directing graduate student 
research there, and his participation in CRF. He states unequivocally that Mammoth Cave National 
Park has influenced his adult life in a similar way that his family influenced his childhood.  

Past CRF president Patricia Kambesis was interviewed in December 2015 at Western Kentucky 
University. She discussed her history with the park, locations special to her, and uses of the CRF 
field station at Hamilton Valley. Locations in the park with special importance to her include Cedar 
Sink, the historical entrance to the cave, and the cemetery where Floyd Collins is buried. 

A past president of the organization, Ed Klausner 
was interviewed in October 2016 (Figure 81). Klaus-
ner described his background and how his interest in 
caving developed. Most of the interview focused on 
his experiences with CRF, why he thinks the work it 
does is critical, and how the organization functions. 

 

 

 Figure 81. Ed Klausner on a CRF Survey.  
Photograph courtesy of Ed Klausner.  
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Tammy Otten, Beau Gergel, Brian Hunsaker, Matt Keller, and Tama Cassidy were inter-
viewed together in August 2016 at the CRF Hamilton Valley Research Center (Figure 82). Each 
talked about their background, history with Mammoth Cave, interest in caving, and how they came 
to be involved with CRF. Hunsaker highlighted the influence of Roger Brucker’s books on his 
path to caving and the CRF. The research participants talked about the history of CRF and its early 
conflicts with the park. They discussed the challenges of caving and surveying (learn horizontal 
first, then learn vertical; difficult to get a bookkeeper for a survey because it’s difficult work). 
They explained how the cave is intimately related to the local environment as demonstrated by 
dye-tracing studies proving water drainage connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 82. Cave Research Foundation Members. Front Row, Left to Right: Brian Hunsaker, Beau Gergel. 
Back Row, Left to Right: Tama Cassidy, Tammy Otten. 

 

 
Former CRF president Dr. Stanley Sides was interviewed in June 2016 at the CRF Hamilton 

Valley Research Center. Topics in his interview included history of CRF, CRF facilities, and the 
early relationship to the park. Sides also talked about the farm he and his wife purchased adjacent 
to the park and CRF’s Hamilton Valley facility. Sides provided an inventory of CRF facilities at 
Mammoth Cave. He shared significant detail about CRF organization, projects, why he enjoys 
being part of the organization, and the advocacy role of CRF.  

Elizabeth Winkler was interviewed twice, once in November 2015 and again in July 2016. In 
those interviews she talked about how she became a caver, the history and background of CRF, 
cave safety, and the relationship between CRF and the park. She went into detail about the process 
of and techniques of cave mapping. She described how data collected by CRF is shared with the 
park and the larger community, including the publication unit of CRF, in which she has been 
involved extensively. 
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4.2.8  Mushroom Hunters and Collectors 

Mushroom hunters or collectors are a plant-focused natural history community that is 
traditionally associated with Mammoth Cave National Park. Of the edible plants that may be 
collected in the park (e.g., berries, paw-paws, tree nuts, non-native fruits), mushrooms hold a 
special place among associated communities. Mushroom hunters focus primary on the main edible 
species in the area – yellow and black morel mushrooms (Morchella sp.). Also called “dry land 
fish” and “hickory chickens,” morels are harvested in the early spring, typically in March to May, 
for personal consumption and for sale (Kinslow 2008). 

Though mushroom hunters commonly share stories about their collecting trips and photos of 
their yields, they often maintain secrecy about prime collecting locations, which they typically 
revisit year-after-year and pass-down through the family. Collection by hand within the park has 
been allowed since 2006, though use of open-mesh bags is required, there are daily limits of one-
two gallons per person, and commercial use is prohibited. With a reputation in the broader region 
for being a productive place to hunt morel mushrooms, the park draws collectors from Kentucky 
and bordering states (Kinslow 2008). The Cumberland Mycological Society (2017) of middle-
eastern Tennessee, for instance, had made collecting trips to the park. 

According to sources in the archives consulted for this research project, there is one informal 
group related to the collection of morels and other mushrooms in the project area. Mammoth Mush-
room Hunters is a local community that promotes public education about and collection of mush-
rooms in the Mammoth Cave and Nolin Lake areas. The group sponsors educational hikes and 
collecting trips and since 2013 has maintained a Facebook page, which currently has 45 followers. 
The group may be messaged on Facebook at @MammothMushroom (Mammoth Mushroom 
Hunters 2017). 

Three individuals with knowledge of mushroom hunting and collecting in and around 
Mammoth Cave National Park were interviewed during Phase II research (Table 53). One is a 
former park employee who has general knowledge about morel and other mushroom hunting due 
to his interactions with collectors, and the other two are morel mushroom collectors, unaffiliated 
with an organized group. 

Table 53.  Interviewees with Ties to Mushroom Hunting and Collecting. 
Name Date of Interview Relevant Group 
McDougal, Irvin “Brad” 06/07/2016 general morel mushroom hunting 
Merideth, Johnny 04/30/2016 individual morel mushroom collector 
Phillips, Keith 06/06/2016 individual morel mushroom collector 

 
Based on interviews conducted during Phase II research, relevant resources for this 

traditionally affiliated community include intangible cultural heritage in the form of shared stories. 
Collectors share stories about searching for mushrooms and details about harvests orally and 
through other mediums such as social media platforms. Research participants stated that there is a 
considerable amount of general lore about where to look for morels. While loathe to reveal 
locations of successful harvests, collectors will share information about how to identify a morel 
mushroom, details about kinds and numbers of morels harvested on a given expedition, and 
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directions for preparing and cooking mushrooms. One project participant noted that many 
collectors are middle-aged, and that younger enthusiasts developed their interest in the practice 
because they accompanied a parent or older relative. This demonstrates another dimension to 
intangible cultural heritage in terms of traditions acquired through intergenerational socialization. 

A resource related to tangible cultural heritage for this group is the mushrooms themselves. 
Therefore, access to areas where the mushrooms grow and the right to continue harvesting the 
mushrooms are both of keen interest. One participant stated his opinion that morel mushroom 
hunters are, for the most part, excellent stewards of the park and the park resources because they 
willingly comply with park regulations about harvesting for personal use only and the use of mesh 
bags to collect mushrooms. One participant noted the desire for conversations with park staff to 
consider expanding park regulations regarding what kinds of mushrooms may be harvested on 
park lands. 

Irvin “Brad” McDougal was interviewed in June 2016 at his home in Brownsville (Figure 
83). In high school McDougal participated in the Young Adult Conservation Corps. McDougal 
was first introduced to morel mushroom hunting when he worked at Mammoth Cave National Park 
and met people who went out in the spring to hunt the mushrooms. Although collectors share their 
stories face-to-face and via social media such as Facebook, there is also a strong vein of secrecy 
in the practice. Collectors will talk about quantity and size of morels gathered, but not locations. 
Most collectors are older, middle-aged to older. Younger participants tended to be in families with 
one or more adult collectors. Collecting is a tradition that usually gets passed down generationally. 
He feels that morel mushroom hunters are generally good stewards of the park and park resources. 
The mesh bags required by the park enable spores to spread and repopulate the environment. 
Collectors were receptive to the requirement when it went into effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 83. Portrait of Irvin “Brad” McDougal, 2016.  

In addition to talking about morel mushroom hunting, McDougal talked passionately about the 
importance of educating school-aged children about Mammoth Cave National Park and how it is 
a community resource, and not just because of morel mushrooms. He also talked about families 
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displaced when the park was created and how important it is to honor their experience by recording 
their stories and preserving that history accurately and in detail. 

He ended by discussing the Mammoth Cave hiking and bike trail that runs from the motel to 
Park City. He feels it was a great idea and helped Park City be more connected with the park. He 
would like to see it expanded towards Brownsville. He feels that would be mutually beneficial to 
the park and to the Brownsville community. 

Johnny Merideth was interviewed in April 2016 at Mammoth Cave National Park. He was 
interviewed previously, in December 2015, and that interview is summarized in section 4.1.5. 
Merideth, a park employee and descendant of a pre-park family, is associated with the morel 
mushroom hunting community. He talked about seasonality in mushroom hunting, terminology 
for the mushroom (“dry land fish”), and different types of morels. He also explained the Mammoth 
Cave National Park rules for gathering this resource on park lands. Although he shared lore on 
where to find morels, he was reticent to provide specific details on where he or others have had 
luck finding morels in the past. 

Keith Phillips was interviewed in June 2016 at Western Kentucky University. Phillips said his 
interaction with Mammoth Cave National Park is multifaceted. Phillips talked first about the 
mountain biking trail at Sal Hollow, one of his favorite activities and trails. He views the park as 
an important tourism destination in the area. He often takes out-of-town visitors to the cave because 
it is such a unique, beautiful place.  

The focus of the interview is on his hobby of morel mushroom hunting. Phillips enjoys hiking 
through the valleys looking for mushrooms, and enjoys the hiking as much as the morel collecting. 
He usually goes out with a friend, so there is a socializing element as well. He agrees with the 
park-determined change in regulations (e.g., use of net bags), but feels that collecting should be 
broadened to include other species of mushrooms.  

An entomologist by profession, Phillips concluded the interview by discussing the use of bug 
zappers in the park and how that should be regulated or eliminated because it reduces the amount 
of biodiversity in the bug population and is not really effective in controlling mosquitos anyway. 
He stated that one of the elements of the park he appreciates the most is free access to park 
property. He feels it is important that community members have free access to the above-ground 
resources such as hiking and morel mushroom hunting. 

4.3  Patterns and Themes in Original Ethnographic Data from Phase II Research 

This section is based on reviewing feedback from project participants and identifying repeated 
types of comments in order to determine overarching themes in the data. The point of this type of 
ethnographic research project, and subsequent analysis, is to try to better understand and give voice 
to community attitudes and concerns. For this reason, project personnel did not attempt to verify 
or challenge the accuracy of community statements and beliefs.  

Most ethnographic research conducted in the fields of anthropology and folk studies undergoes 
some level of analysis and interpretation of data gathered during fieldwork or other types of 
research. Rarely is data merely gathered and presented with no attempt to discern patterns 
(analysis) and explanations for those patterns (interpretation). The exact process of analysis and 
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interpretation is variable and depends on a multitude of factors including the nature of the data 
being examined (including format), research goals, quantity of data, and available resources to 
conduct the deeper-level examination. 

Determination of patterns and themes identified in the original ethnographic data gathered 
during Phase II Research is based on a multi-step process. First, as part of completing each 
interview, project personnel generated multiple documents (described in Sections 2.7 and 2.8) 
including fieldnotes, a detailed summary of contents of the interview, and, in some cases, a 
transcription of the interview. Project personnel consulted these documents to identify topics raised 
in specific interviews and compared this information across interviews to gain a sense of 
frequency. In a limited number of cases project personnel re-listened to an interview audio file. 

Project participants were clearly told that the project was undertaken at the behest of the 
National Park Service and that all materials, including raw data (audio files, fieldnotes, photo-
graphs, etc.) and finished reports, would go to the National Park Service at the conclusion of the 
project. And, in fact, they were warned prior to the start of each interview not to talk about illegal 
activities. Nonetheless, in order to prevent potential bias, names of specific research participants 
are not always identified in the following discussion of patterns and themes.  

Four patterns and/or themes emerged from analysis of project documents generated for each 
interview. At least five participants had to express something about a situation (e.g., community 
decline after the construction of I-65) for it to be considered as a possible theme or pattern. 
Sometimes items were grouped under a larger umbrella (e.g., “effects of transportation changes”). 
Exact frequency cannot be determined based on the nature of the material examined (summary of 
contents and fieldnotes rather than verbatim transcriptions). Instead, estimated quantification is 
used (“at least 3 participants…”). In addition, one implicit theme or pattern, deep connections to 
the Mammoth Cave area, was identified by researchers as a consequence of working in the 
community. The patterns and themes identified in Phase II original ethnographic research, 
described in more detail below, are: (1) deep connections to the Mammoth Cave area, (2) the park 
as a community resource, (3) effects of transportation changes, and (4) shifts in priorities at the 
park. These patterns and themes, along with consideration of important resources identified in 
interviews with traditionally associated communities described in Section 4.2, contribute to 
specific recommendations made in Chapter 6 of the report. 

4.3.1   Deep Connections to the Mammoth Cave Area 

Project personnel noted that most project participants belonged to more than one of the 
stakeholder groups and/or traditionally associated communities. It was difficult in many cases to 
decide in which type to categorize an interview. For instance, Johnny Meredith belongs to at least 
three traditionally associated communities: descendants and descendant families, legacy/veteran 
employees, and natural history societies (morel mushroom hunting). We decided to interview him 
twice, one interview focused on his family and his employment, and a second interview about 
morel mushroom hunting. Tom Chaney belongs to at least four communities: artisans, crafts-
people, and art guilds (for two different activities); businesses and business organizations (for two 
different activities); descendants and descendant families; and the Horse Cave gateway com-
munity. Breadth of connection through participation in multiple groups was the typical pattern for 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 435 

most research participants. The exception was interviewees who appeared to be associated with 
only one type of associated community or group.  

Related to this quality of breadth of connection to the Mammoth Cave area is the depth of 
knowledge that project participants have about the area, both in terms of their own family histories 
(if relevant) and general history of the area. Reflected in this was an idea of identity rooted in 
connection to place, even if they were only discussing someone else’s connection. One project 
participant noted a sense of “insider” and “outsider” status in the larger community that manifested 
in a smaller way within Mammoth Cave National Park wherein employees who came from families 
with multi-generational rangers (and thus from the surrounding area, possibly even descendants of 
pre-park families) had more status and respect than those from outside. 

During an interview on December 2, 2015, Johnny Meredith described the journey of 
discovering his family’s deep roots in the Mammoth Cave area and how that affects his sense of 
identity. In response to a question by an interviewer about his connection to the area he said shared 
the following story. 

And it turns out that the gentleman she [Joy Lyons] found in there was my great-
great-great-great-great-grandfather who in the mid-eighteen-thirties, along with 
another gentleman, leased out Mammoth Cave and charged people a dollar a head 
to come and see it. So that was just mind blowing. You know, I knew had a great-
grandparent connection [to Mammoth Cave], but to find out that you go back many 
generations is just a big moment. You’re more connected to this place than you 
realize. 

During his interview Lewis Cutliff talked about how his family has lived in the Mammoth 
Cave area since 1812. Starting with his great-great-grandfather who worked in the saltpeter mining 
operations at Mammoth Cave, his family has held a variety of jobs including guiding, hotel porter, 
and photographer (related to cave tourism).  Cutliff himself was born in the park, helped with the 
photography business, and eventually became an employee at the park.  

Farrell James, who worked as postmaster at the Mammoth Cave Post Office for almost 20 
years, is a descendant of pre-park families. His grandfather worked for the Mammoth Cave Joint 
Operating Committee that worked to convince families to sell their property to help create the 
park.  

4.3.2   Mammoth Cave National Park as a Community Resource  

Almost all project participants talked about Mammoth Cave National Park as a community 
resource. Curiously, in interviews it was mostly the above-ground landscape, rather than the cave, 
that was emphasized in terms of local community use. This may reflect the relatively unrestricted 
access community members have to above-ground areas. The cave was mostly discussed as an 
economic resource that draws tourists to the area, though some project participants, depending on 
their membership in particular groups, also talked about environmental stewardship of the cave. 
Less frequently, interviewees reminisced about cave tours as family outings. The exceptions 
tended to be project participants involved in caving activities (e.g., Cave Research Foundation 
members) or environmental research or conservation efforts. 
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Participants identified three main ways the park serves as a community resource. It is, or was, 
a cultural resource for descendants of pre-park families, locals who use/used park resources for 
community events and gatherings (e.g., the old Mammoth Cave Hotel, baptisms, 4th of July 
Homecoming, etc.), and those interested in local history. At least seven descendants talked about 
regularly hiking through the park to locate and visit family homesteads. One participant referred 
to this activity undertaken by her family as “heritage hiking.” At least 12 participants discussed 
the importance of church “homecomings,” services at churches, and/or visiting the park to picnic 
at churches with family members and friends. At least 20 project participants talked about visiting 
cemeteries.  

All project participants who talked about the park as a cultural resource expressed anger and 
frustration about the neglected maintenance of these places by the park. A few project participants 
accused the park of destroying cultural properties that should have been preserved. A frequent 
example cited was the old Mammoth Cave Hotel. One participant stated that, “The National Park 
Service should have preserved the Mammoth Cave Hotel. And they should have preserved the old 
log houses. The park is a historic park as well as a natural park.” 

Some expressed suspicion that the park is deliberately undermining access to and/or not 
maintaining physical remnants of these resources as a way to deter locals from utilizing them. One 
project participant described it as the park encroaching on local ties to the area. That participant 
supported the criticism by noting the increasing difficulty in accessing and using the churches 
remaining on park property. Another participant said that the rerouting of park roads and trails, 
along with the closure of ferries, makes it difficult to get to park resources. And, finally, at least 
11 project participants stated that the park has alienated a lot of locals by not fulfilling promises, 
particularly those made at the time the park was created. 

Mammoth Cave National Park also serves, and served, as an economic resource. This 
obviously includes employment at the park and at the cave in the pre-park era. Participants mostly 
talked about this theme in terms of tourism. Many participants who discussed tourism praised the 
park for boosting the economy of surrounding areas. However, not all participants unanimously 
praised the park as a tourist draw. Some commented that the park is actually an unfair partner and 
competitor for tourist attention. One participant specifically stated that the park ruined the 
economy of Brownsville. One project participant stated that Mammoth Cave National Park puts 
stress on local communities in terms of the unfair distribution of tourism activity, and for that 
reason, some businesses and organizations in surrounding communities do not want to advertise 
or even talk about Mammoth Cave National Park as a local attraction in their own promotional 
materials. 

Finally, Mammoth Cave National Park is understood by many project participants to be 
important as a natural resource. This includes both conservation of nature, above ground and in 
the cave, and activities in the outdoors like hiking, biking, horseback riding, and paddling. And, 
of course, this includes resource extraction in the form of morel mushroom hunting. An overriding, 
though not unanimous theme, was the need to protect natural resources. Some framed it as a moral 
endeavor in its own right (for the sake of doing it) and some framed it as an imperative to preserve 
the park as a resource for the local community. Many project participants expressed appreciation 
for free access to park lands and the ability to engage in a variety of (above ground) outdoor 
activities. 
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At least eight project participants advocated for expanding hiking and biking trails. This 
recommendation is multi-faceted in the sense that it also connects to the park as an economic 
resource and to issues of transportation. Expansion of hiking and biking trails connecting the park 
to gateway communities increases the possibility that tourists staying at the park might take day 
trips to and spend money in surrounding areas. At least five recommended working with groups 
to help promote community stewardship of park resources.  

One project participant, in reference to garnering community buy-in on environmental con-
servation measures, noted that incentives and education work better than regulations. Two other 
project participants described the problem of compliance with environmental regulations as a 
“local versus federal” fight that heightened existing attitudes of resentment of being told what they 
can do on their own land. 

4.3.3   Effects of Transportation Changes 

Project personnel were somewhat surprised by the strong thread of commentary on the effects 
of transportation, and changes in transportation, expressed by participants. Comments included 
changes outside the park, like the effects of I-65, and inside the park, such as the decommissioning 
of local ferries. Participants also talked about construction and rerouting of roads in the park. 

At least 12 project participants talked about how I-65 routes traffic around local communities 
straight to the cave. The location of the ramp at Park City, for instance, enables tourists to 
completely bypass Park City and travel straight to Mammoth Cave National Park (and Diamond 
Caverns). Two project participants also discussed how the construction of the interstate displaced 
a community and community meeting places near the Park City on-ramp to I-65.  

As discussed in Section 4.3.2, numerous project participants talked about problems caused by 
construction on and rerouting of park roads. Most interviewees talked about the issue as it pertains 
to accessing cultural resources, but at least eight project participants talked about how it also 
negatively affected their ability to navigate the local area when going about their daily lives.  

Finally, though this perspective could also fit with the second theme (Section 4.3.2), a number 
of project participants talked about the value and importance of local roads and trails linking 
Mammoth Cave and surrounding communities. Such connections matter to associated com-
munities in terms of accessing cultural resources, to locals for day-to-day purposes, and to tourists. 
Having trails, as an alternate activity at the park, is a draw to tourists. It has an added benefit of a 
possible economic benefit to surrounding communities as it draws Mammoth Cave tourists to those 
areas. 

4.3.4   Shifts in Priorities at Mammoth Cave National Park 

At least 20 project participants commented on their perception that the park is shifting priorities 
to focus on the environment. One project participant stated that the National Park Service’s 
dedication to the environment seems to take priority over the success of the local economy. Several 
expressed concern that the park was slowly transitioning to be a “day park;” in other words, a park 
with no lodging or dinner restaurant. Another noted the economic impact of environmental 
conservation in the form of increased sewage bills and restrictions on the development of big 
business in the area. A comment about this theme, repeated by at least seven participants, was that 
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the park needed to keep “people” in the equation and protect them (and their heritage), too. One 
participant stated that making the park a wildlife refuge would damage surrounding communities 
like Brownsville because it would involve elimination of roads. As a consequence, Brownsville 
would die out because it would be cut off from outside interaction. Another participant stated that 
there needs to be a better balance between focusing on the environment and nature on the one hand 
and people on the other. 

Many of the comments from project participants were positive about an emphasis on the 
environment in terms of the benefits of water quality monitoring, return of wildlife like deer, and 
the idea that stewardship of the park as a natural resource means her children can enjoy it in the 
future. 
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Chapter 5 
Diachronic Trends 

 

This chapter examines diachronic trends in relationships between Mammoth Cave National 
Park and traditionally associated communities and, if applicable, other stakeholders. The patterns 
are based on both Phase I and Phase II research. First is a description of the nature and significance 
of each community, its longevity of association with the park, and how its uses of park resources 
may have changed over time. Second is information about changes and trends in demographic 
characteristics of park associated communities for the period 1797-2015, which corresponds with 
the time period since Historic period occupation of the Mammoth Cave area.  

5.1  Park Associations  

There is considerable variation in the nature, significance, and longevity of the relationships 
that the 16 traditionally associated/affiliated communities have with Mammoth Cave National 
Park, as well as differences in their usage of ethnographic resources in the park. The nature of 
relationships ranges from groups that hold occasional events or activities at the park, such as the 
Mammoth Cave Basket Makers and mushroom collectors, to those that provide hundreds or 
thousands of hours of volunteer work at the park each year, like the Mammoth Cave National Park 
Association and Cave Research Foundation. The significance of the park to group identity and 
continuity appears to be more minimal for some associated communities like the Mammoth Cave 
Basket Makers than for others such as the Cave City gateway community, which calls itself the 
gateway to the park. Some traditionally associated communities have connections to the park that 
pre-date its creation, such as the three descendant groups, while others like the Central Kentucky 
Karst Coalition have more recent relationships. There appears to be no clear correlation between 
the longevity of the relationship and the depth/breadth of park resource usage by the traditionally 
associated communities. For example, Native American descendants have the longest association 
with the park yet have interest in a relatively narrow range of ethnographic resources.  

The fundamental nature of the relationship between the Mammoth Cave Basket Makers and 
the park stems from the park’s location within the larger area in which white oak and willow 
basketmaking was and remains a traditional artform. The group occasionally has held activities at 
the park and members have demonstrated at park-sponsored events, and this seems to be the main 
type of relationship that has existed with the park over time. Though they draw their name from 
the famous cave, their identity appears to be tied more to the larger Mammoth Cave area than to 
the park exclusively. Their ties to Munfordville, where a major patron resides and where members 
participate in an annual basketmaking contest at the county fair, may be as important as their 
relationship with the park. However, there is potential for the park to cultivate deeper relationships 
with the Mammoth Cave Basket makers, primarily by assisting members with raw material 
acquisition in or outside the park. The Mammoth Cave Basket Makers is a more recently 
constituted associated community, formally founded in 2001. However, many members continue 
to practice family traditions that have been passed across several generations, giving deeper roots 
to this group. Formalization of the pre-existing connections that existed among the guild members 
through creation of the guild could facilitate the cultivation of deeper relationships with the park, 
as it likely would be easier to collaborate with the organized group than individual artisans.  
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There are many similarities among the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church congregation, the 
Good Spring Baptist Church congregation, and the Joppa Baptist Church congregation. These 
three traditionally associated church congregations share a similar type of relationship with the 
park that concerns their religious practices and sense of community. The traditional places where 
the congregations worshipped for many generations are located within the park. Though regular the 
congregations have joined other churches and no longer regularly hold services in the park (and 
haven’t for several decades), the congregations maintain social connections with one another 
through their common experience of membership in the church communities. They accomplish 
this through annual homecomings, grave decorating days, weddings, funeral services, and special 
events.  

The types of ethnographic resources of interest to the three congregations are similar, focusing 
primarily on the extant church buildings where they worshipped regularly prior to park formation. 
Their connections pre-date formation of the park, as the congregations have been active since 1827, 
1842, and 1862, respectively. The nature of their relationships with the park have changed over 
time in a similar manner, such that there seems to be better communication and collaboration 
among the groups in some cases. The case of the rumors about razing the Joppa Baptist Church in 
the late 1960s is a good example (Section 3.5.2). In other cases, some congregants feel the park is 
increasingly restricting access to the churches. The park has worked diligently to upkeep these 
three extant churches over the last decades, despite seemingly constant acts of vandalism at all and 
major structural issues with Joppa Baptist Church, and seems very eager to support the 
congregations’ uses of those resources. The one difference, albeit somewhat minor in degree, 
among the three congregations is the intensity of usage of park resources. The Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church is somewhat less active in that it currently does not host annual homecoming events 
(Section 4.3).  

The Mammoth Cave National Park Association has had a significant relationship with the 
park and a substantial impact on other traditionally associated groups, stakeholders, and resource 
users for the park because it was among several organizations and individuals instrumental in the 
park’s establishment. Like the three church congregations and several other groups, the relation-
ship of the association with the park pre-dates formation of the park, going back to 1924 when it 
was established. In fact, many early prime movers in the group had expressed interest in and 
support for creation of a park based on Mammoth Cave for decades before, when the park still was 
run by the Mammoth Cave Estate. Unlike some other groups such as the Mammoth Cave Basket 
Makers, the identity of the association is inseparable from the park. One might say the park would 
not exist without the association, and the association would not exist without the park. 

There are two ways the relationship between the Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
and the park has changed over time. First, the association is one of the traditionally associated 
communities for which there has been a more significant change in relationship with the park over 
time. For the first 17 years, the relationship focused on political lobbying, legal battles, and fund-
raising related to creation of the park, shifting to administration of the park until the National Park 
Service assumed responsibilities in 1941. Since then, the association has focused more on 
community advocacy and commenting on park policies, management decisions, and planning 
initiatives. In addition, the association now provides financial support for the park’s educational 
mission in the form of school grants and park grants. Second, the association’s interests in ethno-
graphic resources has expanded over time. Initially focused on Mammoth Cave, “one of seven 
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wonders of the world,” the group is interested in other natural and cultural resources in or related 
to the park, such as an original stagecoach that transported visitors between the cave and Cave City. 

There are several similarities among the Native American descendants, the Euro-American 
descendants, and the African American descendants groups in terms of their relationships with 
the park. The nature of the relationships is similar in that park lands are where their ancestors, or 
they themselves in some cases, resided prior to creation of Mammoth Cave National Park. Their 
personal and familial connections are tied to place and resources associated with place. The primary 
types of park resources of interest to these groups are homeplaces, be they rockshelters or homestead 
sites, burial grounds, and places where they or their ancestors worked, studied, worshipped, and 
recreated. These resources are significant in defining and maintaining the identities of descendant 
groups. One difference, however, is that Native American descendants appear to be more concerned 
about burial sites than habitation-related resources, while the other two groups seem to consider the 
two types of resources equally significant. Native American descendants also seem to have more 
interest in park-derived collections curated at or for the park, especially the skeletal remains of their 
ancestors.  

Spanning thousands of years, the relationship between park lands and Native Americans far 
exceeds that of any descendant group or traditionally associated community for the park. The 
relationship between the park and Euro-American descendants has lasted longer and has been more 
prominent and sustained over time compared to the park’s relationships with the Native American 
and African American descendant groups. This is not surprising given the larger percentage of pre-
park residents who were/are Euro-American and their relatively greater socio-political influence 
historically in the area. In addition, the lack of geographic proximity of Native American 
descendants, as represented by seven federally recognized Cherokee, Shawnee, and Chickasaw 
tribes, hampered early development of relationships with the park.  

It is well documented that relationships between the park and many dispossessed Euro-
American families and their descendants were adversarial to violent in the past in cases of families 
who did not want to move from their property or felt they were being cheated in remuneration. 
Those feelings remain but the situation has improved as the park has worked to tell the stories of 
these families through interpretive exhibits, multimedia productions, and other means and as the 
park has worked to provide descendants access to resources of importance such as cemeteries. 
Some descendants have increasingly come to see the park as a community resource (Section 4.3). 

The park’s relationships with Native American and African American descendants have 
changed over time from relationships that essentially did not exist to ones that increasingly 
emphasize collaboration and consultation. For Native Americans this has unfolded primarily over 
the last 30 years with ongoing communication and several intensive episodes of consultation. For 
African Americans, relationships have grown through the park’s engagement with descendants of 
African American tour guides, the Bransford family and Jerry R. Bransford in particular.  

Legacy and veteran employees have a different type of relationship with the park than do 
other traditionally associated groups owing to their roles in making decisions that can directly 
impact park resources and peoples traditionally associated with those resources. Places and 
resources in the park can be highly significant to these employees and closely tied to their sense 
of professional purpose. For some legacy and veteran employees, those resources are important to 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 442 

their other identities and to other aspects of their lives. A good example is a veteran natural 
resource specialist who works with cave resources and who also is active in the Cave Research 
Foundation and volunteers doing cave cleanup with the Mammoth Cave Restoration Group. In 
terms of longevity, the relationship of legacy and veteran employees with the park, by definition, 
post-dates formation of the park (unless they also belong to descendant groups, as many do), unlike 
some other traditionally associated groups. At least one veteran employee noted increased sexual 
equity in the workforce at the park over time (Section 4.3). 

The Park City gateway community, the Cave City gateway community, and the Browns-
ville gateway community share some similarities in terms of their relationships with the park. 
Especially noteworthy is the nature of those relationships. The gateway communities collectively 
view their existence in relation to the park and consider park resources to be significant to their 
identities and their economic portfolios. Cave City, for example, was formed intentionally to serve 
cave visitors, and some Brownsville residents were among the key proponents of park creation. As 
noted above, Cave City advertises itself as the “home of Mammoth Cave National Park.” Ethno-
graphic resources in the park, Mammoth Cave and Green River in particular, are regularly 
promoted by businesses in these gateway communities in order to attract visitors and tourists.  

The three gateway communities also share a longevity of relationship with the park in that the 
connections pre-date park formation and extend into the 19th century. The connections between 
the park area and Park City and Brownsville preceded that with Cave City by several decades. 
However, In terms of temporal trends, the greatest prosperity stemming from the relationship with 
the park has been realized by the Cave City gateway community. It is unclear why Cave City 
eclipsed Park City, as they are on the same transportation routes. Both have surpassed Brownsville 
owing to those locations on major highway and rail lines. Members of the Brownsville gateway 
community have consistently expressed dissatisfaction with this economic inequity, though non-
economic relationships, such as those with school groups and descendants residing in Brownsville, 
seem to have improved over time (Section 4.3).  

The four natural history societies and interest groups that are traditionally associated with the 
park share a common interest in the park’s natural resources in general, though they value different 
kinds of resources. The Mammoth Cave Group of the Sierra Club has the widest ranging interests 
in and usage of ethnographic resources in the park: caves, wildlife, ecosystems, biodiversity, air 
and water quality, climate change, education and recreation. The Cave Research Foundation and 
the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition are most interested in caves and karst, the biota that 
inhabit such places, and cultural resources associated with these features in the park and vicinity. 
The mushroom hunters and collectors are interested in mushrooms, morels in particular. A 
related difference is that the three former groups work more proactively at preserving and 
conserving the resources that are significant to them than do the mushroom hunters.  

A similarity is that none of these groups’ interests are solely focused on Mammoth Cave 
National Park. In other words, their identities are not tied exclusively to the park. The Mammoth 
Cave Group works throughout the region, such as at Lost River Cave. The Central Kentucky Karst 
Coalition devotes considerable time and effort to exploration of the Roppel Cave System 
(admittedly part of the larger cave system) outside the park. Mushroom hunters seek their fungal 
fortunes in local places besides the park. Though it originated out of Mammoth Cave, the Cave 
Research Foundation is an international organization with interests around the world.  
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Among these groups the Cave Research Foundation has the longest formal relationship with 
the park, and the best documented. The individuals who established the organization started 
seriously exploring caves on Flint Ridge in the 1930s as properties were being acquired to create 
the park. The relationship began on an adversarial note, as the foundation felt the park was not 
paying adequate attention to cave resources in the park and the park was suspicious of some 
members’ motives. Over time, the relationship has grown into one of mutual respect and common 
goals aimed at cave and karst research, exploration, and protection (Olson 2015). 

5.2  Demographic Trends 

The neighborhood communities in Edmonson County afford a good opportunity to examine 
patterns in neighborhood development in the county since re-settlement in the late 1700s. As noted 
in Section 3.3.13, there were at least three phases of community development in Edmonson 
County. The first phase began in the late 1700s-early 1800s and involved the initial establishment 
of neighborhoods across the county. A second phase spanned the last quarter of the 19th century 
and the first of the 20th century and related to commercial development associated with mining 
industries, primarily in the western part of the county. The third phase involved the establishment 
of numerous small residential-recreational neighborhoods around Nolin Lake after its impound-
ment in the 1960s. 

Regarding the second phase, some Edmonson County neighborhoods were established 
intentionally as part of a business venture by Col. Larkin J. Proctor, a Glasgow Junction resident 
who practiced law and owned land in Edmonson County, and collaborators Frederick Meredith 
and Mason Morris. Through the Edmonson County Land, Immigration, Mining, and Manu-
facturing Company of Kentucky, the men sought to  

buy, sell, lease and develop agriculture, timber, and mineral lands, locate 
immigrants on this land, develop iron mining and smelting, coal mining, lumber 
manufacturing and transportation, ‘and to lay out and build up towns and 
villages.’ They bought 60+ farms, over 16,500 acres. … New York financiers the 
partners counted on, however, failed to make available the necessary funds. Land 
sellers succeeded in getting their land back. In 1883. But Proctor still pursued the 
immigration part of the land. He arranged for a group of Swedish immigrants 
living in the Chicago area to move to land acquired from Adeline Fleming (of 
Maysville), between Brownsville and Bee Spring. They arrived 1883, 1884. Most 
of them bought small parcels 50-80 acres with down payments and long term 
notes. ‘In the heart of the Forks, Proctor laid off in the woods streets and lots for 
the City of Stockholm; but somehow he failed to attract settlers to it and that 
project failed to become anything more than ephemeral boom among local 
speculators. Most of the immigrants soon became dissatisfied with their new 
homes for one reason or another and moved away; yet a few remained … . They 
were high-type settlers, and their presence was a worthwhile contribution to the 
citizenry of the County’ (Whittle 1932 as cited and quoted in Rennick 2016b:154-
156; emphasis original).  

Using 1920 census data and a historical geographic information system, Brunt (2009) 
researched the demographic composition of pre-park communities in the area that would become 
Mammoth Cave National Park. He found that  
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family size and male/female composition of the pre-park area were similar 
throughout the region. These families often worked seasonal, off-the-farm jobs 
while also relying on family farms to help support themselves. The communities 
were typical of early 20th century, rural America communities, such as being 
centered around churches and schools. The usual amenities were also present, such 
as general stores, blacksmiths, and carpenters. The employment opportunities 
throughout the pre-park area were also very similar, with the exception of the area 
surrounding the Mammoth Cave Hotel. Here more support staff roles were found, 
including a number of jobs for women, along with the usual occupations found in 
the remaining pre-park area (Brunt 2009:66).  

Eke (2019) used a similar approach to study patters in out-migration from the Mammoth Cave 
area between 1920 and 1940, the period of land acquisition for park creation. He demonstrated 
that race and socioeconomic status had significant impacts on the nature of out-migration of pre-
park communities.  

While the number of Black migrants was significantly less than that of Whites, a 
higher percentage of Blacks moved to urban areas than to rural areas. The results 
of the statistical analysis reveal a statistically significant difference between Black 
and White out-migrants who moved to urban areas. This result showed an instance 
of Black urbanization upon leaving the Mammoth Cave area. The result about racial 
groups’ migration behaviors indirectly shed light on the state of social justice (Eke 
2019:73).  

Further, Whites were more likely to make more than one move during the years of park creation 
compared to Black residents. There was, however, no significant difference in the percentages of 
homeowners vs. renters who moved to urban centers. 

Eke (2019) also identified patterns in the spatial distribution of persons displaced from the 
Mammoth Cave pre-park area. 

Out-migrants from the Mammoth Cave area who remained in Kentucky generally 
remained near the park. They moved to rural areas outside of the proposed park 
boundary, in Edmonson, Hart, Barren, Warren, Grayson, and Hardin Counties. 
Migrants also moved to urban areas such as Bowling Green, Cave City, Horse 
Cave, and Louisville. Among migrants moving out of the state, the majority of 
destinations were in Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio, north of Kentucky, clear evidence 
of a degree of distance decay. The longest distance traveled within the 48 
contiguous states was from Mammoth Cave to Vilas County, in northern 
Wisconsin. The longest distance traveled overall was from Mammoth Cave to 
Honolulu in the Hawai’i Territory. Also notable was the fact that no one moved to 
locations in the South. A possible factor for the large number of out-migrants 
remaining close to the park’s periphery could have been the desire to live as close 
to their former homes as possible, possibly because extended family remained in 
the area (Eke 2019:73-74). 
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Chapter 6 
Recommendations 

 
Recommendations based on the archival research completed in Phase I and original ethnographic 

research conducted in Phase II focus on four areas: recommendations based on original ethnographic 
research, possible National Register of Historic Places nominations, suggestions for dissemination 
of archival research, and recommendations for dissemination of original ethnographic research.  

6.1 Recommendations Based on Original Ethnographic Research 

Phase II of the ethnographic overview and assessment involved original data collection on 
contemporary uses of ethnographic resources in Mammoth Cave National Park. The goal was to 
generate new data to supplement and enrich the existing relevant literature compiled through 
archival research in Phase I. Data collection focused on qualitative, culturally contextualized 
assessments of traditional land uses and relationships between stakeholders, resource user groups, 
traditionally associated communities, and ethnographic resources in the study area. Using an 
approach focused on breadth rather than depth, project personnel interacted with 36 specific stake-
holder and resource user groups (Table 54). 

Twenty-three of the 36 specific groups interviewed for Phase II research are categorized as 
stakeholders and resource users. Traditionally associated communities are a subset of stakeholder 
and resource user groups with special connections to the park. Thirteen of the 36 specific groups 
interviewed during Phase II research are categorized as traditionally associated communities. 
Church congregations, not targeted for attention during Phase II research because of extensive 
previous research, is included among the traditionally associated communities because many 
research participants talked about their continued involved with church congregations and ongoing 
connections to the churches remaining in the park (Table 54). 

Table 54. Specific Stakeholder and Resource User Groups Interviewed for Phase II Research. 
Type of Group Community Name 
Stakeholders and Resource User Groups 
artisans, craftspeople, and guilds Jammin’ on the Porch 
 Kentucky Repertory Theatre  
 Leo’s Crafts 
 Peridot Pictures 
businesses and business organizations Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Campground 
 Forever Resorts, Inc. 
 Magaline’s Antique Mall 
 Porky Pig Diner 
 Serenity Hill Bed and Breakfast 
 Taquería Hidalgo 
civic organizations Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park 
conservation and preservation groups Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
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Table 54. Specific Stakeholder and Resource User Groups Interviewed for Phase II Research 
(continued). 
Stakeholders and Resource User Groups (continued) 
employees various current and former employees 
genealogical and historical societies Edmonson Historical Society 
neighborhood communities Chalybeate residents 
 Sunfish residents 
recreationists and sportsmen Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen 
 Cave Country Trails 
tourism and visitor bureaus Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist Commission 
 Munfordville Tourism Commission 
tourist attraction owners/employees Diamond Caverns 
 Lost River Cave 
 Park Mammoth Resort 
Traditionally Associated Communities 
church congregations congregations of three extant churches in park 
civic organizations Mammoth Cave National Park Association 
conservation and preservation groups Mammoth Cave Group 
descendants African American descendant 
 Euro-American descendants 
employees legacy and veteran employees 
gateway communities Brownsville residents 
 Cave City resident and employee 
 Park City residents and officials 
 Horse Cave resident 
 Munfordville resident 
natural history societies mushroom hunters and collectors 
 Cave Research Foundation 

 
Based on interviews and other interactions with those communities in Phase II research, four 

recommendations are made. Community perceptions were given consideration without assessing 
the validity or accuracy of their comments. For instance, a number of community members 
expressed frustration and anger that the National Park Service is deliberately making it more 
difficult to access cemeteries on park property. Regardless of the accuracy of the perception, it 
exists as a point of tension in the community that the park may want to consider when undertaking 
planning. The four general recommendations and a list of specific actions follow.  

The first general recommendation is to continue building community partnerships that 
benefit the cultural, economic, and environmental well-being of park lands and the sur-
rounding communities with organizations such as the Cave Research Foundation, local tourism 
bureaus, and Cave Country Trails.  
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Second, continue to engage with descendants and descendant families of pre-park 
residents through events such as “Roots in the Cave.” Consider how to expand such interactions 
as a way to recognize and honor their connections to park lands and to acknowledge the loss 
(economic and emotional) created by forced displacement. For instance, create heritage hikes, 
guided or unguided, that educate visitors about historic communities in the park (cultural environ-
ment) and the natural environment of the park.  

The third general recommendation is to work to maintain better the remaining cultural 
resources in park lands, such as cemeteries and churches. Many project participants commented 
on the perceived neglect of cemeteries and churches and the difficulty of accessing and using these 
resources. Many project participants also talked about anger and a sense of loss related to 
demolition of specific resources such as, on the community level, the historic Mammoth Cave 
Hotel and, on the individual level, family homesteads. 

And finally, give (more) weight to maintaining and expanding community access to 
resources, including cultural resources, when making planning decisions. This recommendation 
is multi-faceted and includes free access to park lands, transportation (to and through the park), 
and the ability to visit specific cultural resources. Many participants talked about their appreciation 
of free, in both senses of the word, access to surface-level park lands.  

Specific actions related to the four general recommendations include the following ten items. 

Recommendations (for interpretation and management): 

1. Meet regularly with community members, possibly through a representative 
advisory board, to provide an opportunity for feedback during all phases of 
planning and policy implementation at the park.  

2. Use a facilitator to organize focus groups in which park resource managers meet 
with traditionally associated peoples to set priorities for the management of 
natural resources and the remaining cultural properties on park lands.  

3. Use a facilitator to organize focus groups with traditionally associated peoples 
to identify new and newly emerging practices associated with using park 
resources to maintain and revitalize heritage. Make sure to include generational 
diversity in the group. One research participant stated that younger generations 
of park descendants sometimes do “legend tripping” in park cemeteries; he felt 
this is one way his generation tries to connect to their past. Including a multi-
generational perspective ties into the park’s interest in building new generations 
of stewards for park resources. 

4. Expand on programming that presents a frank, thorough, and fair explanation 
of the formation of the park (including displacement of families).  

Recommendation (for further research, programs, and educational products): 

1. Undertake ethnographic interviews with the seven affiliated tribes to identify 
their attachment to particular cultural and natural resources on park lands. 
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Representatives of these groups were not interviewed during Phase II research 
undertaken for this project. The seven affiliated tribes constitute important 
traditionally associated groups whose perspectives should be considered by the 
park. 

2. Undertake ethnographic interviews with African American descendants of pre-park 
families. Members of this group represent important traditionally associated 
peoples whose perspectives were poorly represented during Phase II research. See 
suggestion #4 below for one possible approach to engage this community. 

3. Continue, and expand on, programming that highlights past and present tradition as 
an important cultural resource in the park. Relevant activities include, but are not 
limited to, genealogy workshops, events like “Roots in the Cave,” development of 
heritage trails, and the work product generated from suggestion #4 below. 

4. Implement a recurring community-based program to train interested community 
members how to document their own culture and history. Modeled on the 
“community scholars” program idea, this type of educational activity would be 
appropriate for adults and adolescents. Topics of interest, which should be 
determined with community input, might include stories and histories of particular 
communities (e.g., Icy Sink), cemetery traditions, agricultural practices, and 
recollections of individual and group activities that enhance connection to place 
(e.g., various kinds of homecoming events such as those at specific churches and at 
the park amphitheater). 

Empowering community members to document their own culture, and thus 
control their own narrative, is powerful. It is also an effective, respectful 
approach to take with communities who may be hesitant about working with 
outsiders.  

Use park resources to develop and implement the programming or engage a 
changing roster of professionals to oversee particular research topics (e.g., a 
cultural geographer, a public historian, an archaeologist, a sociologist, a 
folklorist, etc.). This type of program is easily scalable if it proves successful.  

Make the findings of the program(s) public through outlets such as conferences, 
temporary exhibits in community venues, and website profiles. 

5. Consider reestablishing a program like “Ethnographer in the Park.” Having a 
professional ethnographer, or a professional-in-training like a graduate student, 
document select aspects of living tradition would complement, and be a support 
for, the activities of trained amateurs mentioned in #4 above.  

6. Build on existing initiatives and partnerships through which gateway communities 
and other local groups can benefit, financially and culturally, from tourism in the 
park. 
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6.2  Recommendations for National Register of Historic Places Nominations 

In addition to original ethnographic fieldwork, Phase II of the ethnographic overview and 
assessment project will involve identification of places or landscapes within or surrounding 
Mammoth Cave National Park that may be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. Particular attention will be paid to traditional cultural properties that are potentially eligible 
for listing, as well as Kelly Lally’s (1991) National Register report on historic resources in the 
park, which includes an extensive historic context, descriptions of historic resources, and 
recommendations of Register-eligible properties.  

The following preliminary recommendations of potentially eligible resources are based on 
initial Phase I archival research, key informant interviews, and field reconnaissance. In Phase II 
the research team will investigate the eligibility for listing and the public’s and park’s interest in 
listing these and/or other resources in the Register.  

In and near the park, several ethnographic resources are potentially eligible for listing in the 
Register under Criterion A, which means they are associated with events that have made 
significant contributions to broad patterns of history. A multiple-property listing related to the 
culturally and economically significant Kentucky Cave Wars of the 1920s (Section 3.1) could 
include Collins’ Crystal, Great Onyx, Colossal, Longs, and Salts caves in the park and Short, 
Mammoth Onyx, and Indian caves and Diamond Caverns nearby. This listing could include Sand 
Cave and ethnographic resources associated with Floyd Collins.  

Sand Cave on the eastern side of the park is potentially eligible for listing in relation to an 
event that transfixed the entire nation for several weeks in 1925. In his search for a new show cave 
nearer the main road than his family’s show cave, renowned local cave explorer Floyd Collins 
became inextricably trapped in Sand Cave, dying two weeks later after several failed and highly 
publicized attempts to rescue him (Section 3.1). The event relates to national historical trends in 
mass media, commerce, and tourism.  

Collins’ life and especially his death have been the subjects of numerous books, stories, songs, 
plays, and poems, and interest in his story has not faded with time. Relevant resources that might 
contribute to a multiple-property listing include Collins’ Crystal Cave, the show cave’s ticket 
booth, the Collins House, Sand Cave where Floyd Collins perished, and the Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church Cemetery where he is interred, the latter of which is already listed. 

As the second oldest and continuously operated show cave in Kentucky, Diamond Caverns 
could be eligible for listing on its own in relation to historical developments in commerce, tourism, 
and recreation.  

Resources associated with the rock asphalt mining industry in the Nolin Lake area, especially 
those related to the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company (Section 3.4.12), are potentially eligible as 
a multiple-property listing, perhaps a rural historic landscape, with respect to broad historical 
trends in industrial development and transportation. Resources could include extant structures 
(Superintendent Carmichael’s residence, water tower), archeological sites (Sweet Spring and 
Pump House, Kyrock Methodist Episcopal Church, company houses), quarries and excavation 
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pits, talus slopes and refuse piles, roads and bridges, the artificial harbor on Nolin River, and 
abandoned machinery. 

Cultural resources such as Loving Union Christian Methodist Episcopal Church (a.k.a., Union 
Church), the associated cemetery, and archeological evidence of Postbellum homes, school, and 
businesses in the Warren County community of Sunnyside are potentially eligible for listing as a 
multiple-property listing, much like that for the Freeport community in Oakland (Ziegler 2004). 
This community is significant as a neighborhood community founded by African Americans soon 
after the Civil War. 

Dismal Rock near Brownsville is potentially eligible for listing as a traditional cultural 
property. The massive sandstone block separated from its adjacent cliffline is a locally renowned 
landscape feature, long-time site of community gatherings, and popular rock climbing site for 
decades with four climbing routes that is featured in the works of locally born poet and author 
Davis McCombs (Section 3.4.15). 

Several ethnographic resources in and near the park are potentially eligible for listing in the 
Register under Criterion B, which means they are associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our collective past. The Logan Farmstead near Fairview south of the park is potentially eligible for 
listing in relation to the life of Marvel Mills Logan (Sections 3.3.13, 3.4.12). Marvel Mills Logan 
(1874-1939) was a well-known teacher, attorney, and government official born, raised, and 
educated near Brownsville. He was actively involved in government affairs and the economic 
development of Edmonson County, especially with respect to creation of the national park and the 
rock asphalt mining industry, as well as civic organizations like the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. Logan served as Kentucky Attorney General, chairman of the Kentucky Tax 
Commission, a member of several state boards, and a justice and chief justice of the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals. Prior to his death, he served as a United States Senator for nine years.  

In and near the park, several ethnographic resources are potentially eligible for listing in the 
Register under Criterion C, which means they embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or architecture. One potentially eligible resource is the Nolin 
(Baker) Iron Furnace west of the park (Section 3.4.8). Though most parts of the mid-nineteenth-
century iron smelting operation are now destroyed, the remaining furnace with a massive 40-feet-
tall and 35-feet-wide stack or chimney of hewn limestone is significant and eligible because it is 
only one of two such iron furnaces in existence in the nation. Further, it is likely that archeological 
traces of the industrial facility remain. 

Several ethnographic resources in and near the park are potentially eligible for listing in the 
Register under Criterion D, which means they have the potential to provide information important 
in history or prehistory. For example, the Jesse Crump Farmstead, located on Crumps Knob in the 
south-central part of the park, has the potential to provide information about 19th century 
agricultural practices and farmsteads. It features rock walls constructed by slave labor during the 
Antebellum period, the most extensive system of rock walls in the park, and the farm operation 
was unique in that the major livestock species was sheep (Section 3.4.1).  

There may be other pre-park farmsteads that potentially could provide other unique insights 
into pre-park communities. If such farmsteads are identified with potential to answer key research 
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questions, such as those outlined in the Kentucky state archeology plan (Pollack 2008), they might 
be proposed as a multiple-resource listing in the Register. 

Coupled with a few existing graveyards, archeological evidence of the African American 
community on Flint Ridge is potentially eligible for listing under Criterion D. One would 
reasonably expect that there are structural remains and artifact assemblages associated with houses, 
churches, schools, stores, and the Bransford Summer Resort on Flint Ridge.  

The listing for Mammoth Cave could be expanded to include prehistoric sites and objects, like 
rock art, possible cane flute, mummified individuals/burials, Ganter Avenue basket, slippers, 
mining locations, exploration footpaths, paleofecal remains, and major cultigen specimens. 

6.3  Recommendations for Dissemination of Archival Research 

 The archival research conducted for the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth 
Cave National Park is the first of its kind – a substantial and comprehensive review, evaluation, 
and synthesis of literature about the peoples traditionally and currently associated with the park 
and its surroundings and the important ethnographic resources used by those peoples. The report 
contains information that will be of great interest, value, and use to many groups besides the 
National Park Service and Mammoth Cave National Park, especially the associated communities 
covered in the report. Accordingly, the research team recommends that the Park Service make the 
report available to other researchers and the public after the conclusion of the project. 

 The research team recommends that maps and locational information about specific resources 
be excluded from report materials disseminated to the public, in order to protect those resources 
from alteration, damage, or destruction. Such information could be provided to legitimate 
researchers on a case-by-case basis.  

 The research team recommend that hard copies of the report (minus resource location maps 
and data) be provided to the nine physical archives and repositories that were consulted during 
Phase I of the project.  

 The research team recommends that relevant portions of the report content be shared with park 
visitors through some combination of the following means. Printed information and images could 
be included in interpretive exhibits at the Visitor Center, informational brochures or pamphlets 
available at the Visitor Center, interpretive signage posted in association with specific 
communities and resources in the park, and pages on the park’s web site. Report content could be 
distilled and repackaged as a driving tour around the park to highlight above-ground cultural 
resources. Personnel in interpretation could be trained to include selected content in cave tour 
narration, and the information could be conveyed verbally to visitors at public presentations. Fun 
facts and images drawn from the report could be posted on Facebook, tweeted on Twitter, and 
shared through other social media outlets.  

6.4  Recommendations for Dissemination of Ethnographic Research 

 The original ethnographic research conducted for the ethnographic overview and assessment 
of Mammoth Cave National Park contributes to existing research about stakeholder and resource 
user groups and the peoples traditionally and currently associated with the park and its 
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surroundings. The report contains information that will be of great interest, value, and use to many 
groups besides the National Park Service and Mammoth Cave National Park, especially the 
communities covered in the report. Accordingly, the research team recommends that the Park 
Service transcribe the remaining interviews (using the established formatting protocols of existing 
transcriptions) and make them, and the report, available to other researchers and the public after 
the conclusion of the project. The research team recommends that other ethnographic data not 
included in the final report, such as fieldnotes and photographs, be shared on a case-by-case basis 
to legitimate researchers.  

 We recommend that transcriptions of all interviews be provided to the physical archives and 
repositories that were consulted during Phase I of the project.  

 The research team recommends that relevant portions of the report content be shared with park 
visitors through some combination of the following means. Printed information and images could 
be included in interpretive exhibits at the Visitor Center, informational brochures or pamphlets 
available at the Visitor Center, interpretive signage posted in association with specific 
communities and resources in the park, and pages on the park’s web site. Report content could be 
distilled and repackaged as a driving or hiking tour around the park to highlight above-ground 
cultural resources. Personnel in interpretation could be trained to include selected content in cave 
tour narration, and the information could be conveyed verbally to visitors at public presentations. 
Fun facts and images drawn from the report could be posted on Facebook, tweeted on Twitter, and 
shared through other social media outlets.  
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Chapter 7 
Summary and Conclusions 

 
 
 Mammoth Cave National Park is a special place within a distinctive region. Though the park has 
existed for less than a century, its formation has been thousands of years in the making, its character 
shaped by the numerous generations of peoples who have resided, visited, and passed through here.  

 The literature review conducted in Phase I of the Mammoth Cave National Park ethnographic 
overview and assessment project is the first comprehensive inventory, analysis, and assessment of 
archival resources about the people associated with the park and its surroundings in portions of 
Barren, Edmonson, Grayson, Hart, and Warren counties. The Phase I report presents a synthesis 
of information obtained from online sources; documentary, ethnographic, and other sources at nine 
major repositories; preliminary key informant interviews; and preliminary field reconnaissance.  

 The research team identified 453 stakeholder groups and individuals with connections to the 
park and vicinity. They are grouped into 18 types, in alphabetical order: agricultural groups and 
farmers, artisans and craftspeople, businesses and business organizations, church congregations and 
religious organizations, civic organizations, conservation and preservation groups, descendants and 
descendant families, park employees, gateway communities, genealogical and historical societies, 
government agencies, natural history societies and interest groups, neighborhood communities, 
recreationists and sportsmen, school groups and associations, tourism and visitors bureaus, tourist 
attraction owners and employees, and park volunteers.  

 The research team identified 1,010 ethnographic resources through Phase I investigations. The 
ethnographic resources are grouped into 20 types defined by land use, in alphabetical order: 
agriculture and farming, arts and crafts, business and commerce, community events at the park, 
education and schools, foods and foodways, government, industries, medicine and medical, military, 
milling, mining, mortuary, museums and interpretive centers, nature and natural landscapes, 
recreation and sports, religion and churches, residential, tourism, and transportation. About 11% 
(n=45) are listed in the National Register, 5% (n=18) are judged eligible for listing, and 17% (n=66) 
are designated historic landmarks or have historic markers. Based on Phase I research, additional 
resources including traditional cultural properties are potentially eligible for listing under Criteria A-
D. These are recommended for further investigation in Phase II of the project.  

The research team identified 16 traditionally associated or affiliated groups for Mammoth Cave 
National Park and cultural resources that likely are significant to them. Mammoth Cave Basket 
Makers is a traditional art guild. Three church congregations are the Mammoth Cave Baptist 
Church, Good Spring Baptist Church, and Joppa Baptist Church congregations. The Mammoth 
Cave National Park Association is a civic organization. Three associated communities are groups 
of descendants and former residents: Native American descendants, Euro-American descendants, 
and African American descendants. Legacy and veteran employees is another group traditionally 
associated with the park, as are the three gateway communities of Park City, Cave City, and 
Brownsville. Four are natural history societies and interest groups: mushroom hunters and 
collectors, Cave Research Foundation, Central Kentucky Karst Coalition, and Mammoth Cave 
Group. 
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The research team initially identified 23 groups for potential involvement in Phase II original 
ethnographic research. They included 11 traditionally associated and affiliated communities and 
12 stakeholders and resource user groups. The comprehensive list of potential participants in 
ethnographic research helped to insure that the research team had a sufficient pool of potential 
informants with whom to engage, assuming some would not choose to participate. In addition, 
the comprehensive list identified high-priority groups with whom future researchers can conduct 
additional investigations.  

Eleven of the 16 groups traditionally associated or affiliated with Mammoth Cave National 
Park are among the groups initially recommended for potential participation in Phase II of the 
research project. They are Mammoth Cave National Park Association, Native American 
descendants, Euro-American descendants, African American descendants, legacy and veteran 
employees, Park City gateway community, Cave City gateway community, Brownsville gateway 
community, mushroom hunters and collectors, Cave Research Foundation, and Mammoth Cave 
Group of the Sierra Club.  

The 12 stakeholder groups initially recommended for potential participation in Phase II of the 
research project are past and current employees, African American descendants outside the park 
(e.g., Sunnyside, Freeport), Amish-Mennonite communities, Chalybeate community, Cave 
Country Trails, park concessioners (Forever Resorts and Ortega National Parks), Mammoth Cave 
Restoration Group, Friends of Mammoth Cave National Park, Hart County Chamber of 
Commerce, Hart County Historical Society and Hart County Museum, Hart County Tourism, and 
Munfordville Tourism.  

 The original ethnographic research conducted in Phase II of the Mammoth Cave National Park 
ethnographic overview and assessment project adds substantially to a pool of existing research 
about the people associated with the park and its surroundings in portions of Barren, Edmonson, 
Grayson, Hart, and Warren counties. The Phase II report presents a description and analysis of 
research with 36 specific groups representing 13 of the 18 general types of stakeholder and 
resource user types identified in the project area. That research was supplemented by ethnographic 
fieldwork undertaken at community and park events and sites in and around the park. In 
alphabetical order, the types are: agricultural groups and farmers, artisans and craftspeople, 
businesses and business organizations, church congregations and religious organizations, civic 
organizations, conservation and preservation groups, descendants and descendant families, 
park employees, gateway communities, genealogical and historical societies, government 
agencies, natural history societies and interest groups, neighborhood communities, 
recreationists and sportsmen, school groups and associations, tourism and visitors bureaus, 
tourist attraction owners and employees, and park volunteers. The types targeted in interviews 
are bolded. 

Thirteen of the 36 specific groups interviewed for this project were identified as traditionally 
associated communities, a subset of stakeholder and resource user groups. They are church 
congregations, Mammoth Cave National Park Association, Mammoth Cave Group, descendants 
(African American and Euro-American), legacy/veteran employees, gateway communities (five 
specific communities), Cave Research Foundation, and mushroom hunters or collectors. Research 
participants were not solicited from the category of church congregations because of extensive 
prior research on this traditionally associated community. However, a number of informants talked 
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about tangible and intangible resources associated with churches, so church congregations were 
included as an additional group of traditionally associated community covered during Phase II 
research.  

The 23 stakeholders and resource user groups interviewed for the research project represent 13 
general resource user groups. Interviews were conducted with representatives of the following 
groups: Jammin’ on the Porch, Kentucky Repertory Theatre, Leo’s Crafts, Peridot Pictures, 
Double “J” Stables and Horseman’s Campground, Forever Resorts, Magaline’s Antique Mall, 
Porky Pig Diner, Serenity Hill Bed and Break-fast, Taquería Hidalgo, Friends of Mammoth Cave 
National Park, Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), current and former 
employees, Edmonson County Historical Society, Chalybeate residents, Sunfish residents, 
Mammoth Cave Back Country Horsemen, Cave Country Trails, Horse Cave/Hart County Tourist 
Commission, Munfordville Tourism Commission, Diamond Caverns, Lost River Cave, and Park 
Mammoth Resort. 

Interpretation and analysis of data from research with stakeholder and resource user groups 
revealed four main patterns and themes about how stakeholders and resource user groups and the 
traditionally associated communities think about and use ethnographic resources in the project 
area. The patterns and themes identified in Phase II original ethnographic research are: deep 
connections to the Mammoth Cave area, the park as a community resource, effects of 
transportation changes, and shifts in priorities at the park. 

The research team made four recommendations for guiding future relationships between the 
park and stakeholders and traditionally affiliated communities, based on interviews and other inter-
actions with communities in Phase II research. Community perceptions were given consideration 
without assessing the validity or accuracy of their comments. First, continue building community 
partnerships that benefit the cultural, economic, and environmental well-being of park lands and 
the surrounding areas (with organizations such as the Cave Research Foundation, local tourism 
bureaus, and the Cave Country Trails). Second, (continue to) engage descendants and descendant 
families of pre-park residents through community forums and events such as “Roots in the Cave.” 
Consider how to expand such interactions as a way to recognize and honor their connection to park 
lands and to acknowledge the loss (economic and emotional) created by forced displacement. For 
instance, create heritage hikes, guided or unguided, that educate visitors about historic 
communities in the park (cultural environment) and the natural environment of the park.  

Third, work to maintain the remaining cultural resources on park lands, such as cemeteries and 
churches. Many project participants commented on the perceived neglect of cemeteries and 
churches and the difficulty of accessing and using these resources. Many project participants 
expressed continuing anger and sense of loss related to demolition of specific resources such as, 
on the community level, the historic Mammoth Cave Hotel and, on the individual level, family 
homesteads. And finally, give (more) weight to maintaining and expanding community access to 
resources, including cultural resources, when making planning decisions. This recommendation is 
multi-faceted and includes free access to park lands, transportation (to and through the park), and 
the ability to visit specific cultural resources. Many participants talked about their appreciation of 
free, in both senses of the word, access to surface-level park lands. Several talked about their 
disappointment about the decreasing number of cave tours and the fact that cave tours are no longer 
free for locals.  
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The following recommendations of resources potentially eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places are based on Phase I archival research, Phase II original ethnographic 
research, key informant interviews, and field reconnaissance. In and near the park, several cultural 
resources are potentially eligible for listing in the Register under Criterion A: Kentucky Cave Wars 
multiple-property listing including Sand Cave and Floyd Collins ethnographic resources, Diamond 
Caverns, and rock asphalt mining industry multiple-property listing. Dismal Rock is a potentially 
eligible traditional cultural property. An ethnographic resources potentially eligible under Criterion 
B is the Logan Farmstead near Brownsville. Nolin (Baker) Iron Furnace is a cultural resource 
potentially eligible under Criterion C. The Jesse Crump Farmstead is potentially eligible for listing 
under Criterion D. There likely are other historic farmsteads that would qualify for listing under 
Criterion D. Archeological and other evidence of the African American communities on Flint 
Ridge in the park and in Sunnyside in Warren County are potentially eligible under Criterion D. 

Regarding dissemination, the archival research conducted for the ethnographic overview and 
assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park is the first of its kind – a substantial and compre-
hensive review, evaluation, and synthesis of literature about the peoples traditionally associated 
with or otherwise connected to the park and the important ethnographic resources used by those 
peoples. The report contains information that will be of great interest, value, and use to many 
groups besides the National Park Service and Mammoth Cave National Park, especially the 
traditionally associated and affiliated communities covered in the report. Accordingly, the research 
team recommends that the Park Service make the report or selected archival content available to 
other researchers and the public upon conclusion of the project. 

As with the review of literature, the original ethnographic information collected during Phase 
II for the ethnographic overview and assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park contributes to 
an existing database of other original ethnographic research conducted in the area, as synthesized 
during Phase I research. The final report contains information that will be relevant, valuable, and 
useful not only to traditionally associated and affiliated communities but also to the stakeholder 
and resource user groups covered in the report. Accordingly, the research team recommends that 
the Park Service transcribe all interviews and make the audio recordings and transcriptions of 
interviews and content from the report available to other researchers and the public after the 
conclusion of the project. 

More chapters of the Mammoth Cave region’s story remain to be written by future generations 
of residents, visitors, and travelers. We cannot predict the details of their stories, but we can be 
certain that those stories will be based on the peoples who came before. The ethnographic overview 
and assessment project seeks to document past and contemporary peoples in the Mammoth Cave 
area for the benefit of park managers, constituents, and visitors today but also for the benefit of 
those future generations. 
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Appendix A 
Archive Report Template 

Name of Archive or Repository 

Dates Visited by Team Member(s) 

Address, Phone Number, and Web Site 

Extent of Materials 

the types and numbers of different types of resources that are available at the archive 

• Vertical Files

• Books

• Other Resources

Viability of Resources 

the degree to which the archival resources address the research project goals 

Extent of Utilization 

the types and numbers of different types of resources that were examined, documented, and 
assessed as part of the research project 

Potential for Future Researchers 

the types and numbers of different types of potentially relevant resources that remain to be 
examined, documented, and assessed at the archive 
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Appendix B 
Associated Peoples and Resources Data Sheet Template 

Traditionally Associated Peoples / Affiliated Communities 

Agricultural Groups and Farmers 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Artisans, Craftspeople, and Art/Craft Guilds 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Businesses and Business Organizations 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Church Congregations and Religious Organizations 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Civic Organizations 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Conservation and Preservation Groups 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Descendants and Descendant Families 

Name:  
Location: 
Notes: 

Employees (Current and Former) 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 
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Gateway Communities 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Genealogical and Historical Societies 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Government Agencies 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Natural History Societies and Interest Groups 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Neighborhood communities 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Recreationists and Sportsmen 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

School Groups and Associations 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Tourism and Visitor Bureaus 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Tourist Attractions 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 
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Volunteers (Current and Former) 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Other: 

Name: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Land Uses and Resources of Cultural Significance 

Agriculture, Farms, and Farmsteads 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Arts and Crafts 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Business and Commerce (industries, milling, mining, recreation, and tourism are listed separately) 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Community Events at the Park (sponsored by community group and held at park) 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Education and Schools

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Foods and Foodways 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Government 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 
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Industries 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Medicine and Medical 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Military 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Milling and Grist Mills 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Mining 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Mortuary, Cemeteries, and Graveyards 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Museums and Interpretive Centers 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Nature and Natural Landscapes 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Recreation and Sports 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 
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Religion and Churches 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Residential, Homes, Homeplaces, and Homesteads 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Tourism 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Transportation 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

Other: 

Resource: 
Location: 
Notes: 

References 

full citations for cited references 
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Appendix C 
Cemeteries and Graveyards 

Cemeteries and Graveyards in Mammoth Cave National Park 

Name Quad Time Range Surnames 
Adwell Mammoth Cave 1875-1969 common names: Adwell, Cooper, Johnson 
Agnes Coats Rhoda unknown Coats 
Better-Minard Rhoda 1862-1917 Age 
Blair Rhoda 1907-? Blair, Gipson 
Bledsoe-Madison Rhoda 1893-1900 Bledsoe, Madison 
Bransford Mammoth Cave late 1800s-early 1900s Bransford 
Bransford-Mansfield Mammoth Cave late 1800s-early 1900s Bransford 
Brooks Knob Rhoda 1858-1961 Brooks, Cook, McCombs, Stice, Tunks 
Brown Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Bynum Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Cox No. 1 Mammoth Cave late 1800s-early 1900s Blair, Cox, Houchin, Roberts 
Cox No. 2 Mammoth Cave late 1800s-early 1900s unmarked 
Crump Rhoda early-mid 1800s Crump 
Cutliff Mammoth Cave 1878 or 1879-? Cutliff 
Daniels Mammoth Cave early 1900s Bartlett, Lee, Sturgeon 
Denham Rhoda unknown Dcnham, Whittle 
Denison Ridge Mammoth Cave 1920s-1930s Dennison (Denison) 
Dennison Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Dry Branch Rhoda late 1800s-early 1900s Blair, Luttrell, Moore, Self 
Emerson Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Fitzgerald No. 1 Mammoth Cave 1870s-1880s Keeth 
France Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Franklin-Johnson Mammoth Cave unknown Cooper 
Furlong Mammoth Cave late 1800s-early 1900s Age, Doyel, Furlong, Sloan 
Garret Davis Rhoda 1854-? unknown 
Garvin Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Geralds Mammoth Cave unknown Jearolds 
Gipson No. 2 Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Good Spring Baptist 
Church 

Rhoda 1847-2004 commun names: Blair, Davis, Demunbrun, Meredith, 
Ritter, Sanders, Strange 

Haydon (Hayden) Park City 1901-1968 Bell , Courts, Davidson, Garvin, Haydon, Hughes, 
Kennedy, Mansfield, Preston, Rhodes 

Hickory Cabin Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Holton Mammoth Cave 1877-1927 Coats, Doyle, Humphrey 
James Rhoda early-mid 1900s Bird, James 
Jesse Houchin Rhoda 1890s Houchin, Vincent 
Johnson Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Joppa Baptist Church Rhoda 1900-2004 or earlier common names: Davis, Meridith, Minyard 
Lee Cave Rhoda unknown Blair 
Little Hope Baptist 
Church 

Mammoth Cave 1864-1986 common names: Doyle, Estes, Neville, Pointer 

Little Jordan Mammoth Cave 1872-1995 common names: Dennison, Doyle, Rigdon, Sturgeom, 
Turley 

Locust Grove Mammoth Cave 1900-present common names: Beckner, Doyle, France, Gibson, 
Hanson, Hawkins, Wells 
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Name Quad Time Range Surnames 
Mammoth Cave 
Baptist Church 

Mammoth Cave 1893-2005 common names: Coats, Dennison, Davis, Estes, 
Holton, Hunt, Johnson, Lee, McDanicl 

Mansfield Mammoth Cave 1870-1929 Denison. Mansfiled 
Matilda Eaton 
Gravesite 

Mammoth Cave 1863 Eaton 

Miles (a.k.a., Stock-
holm) 

Rhoda unknown unmarked 

Miles-Davis Rhoda 1862-1917 Davis, Meredith. Miles 
Old Guides Mammoth Cave 1810-2010 Barnes, Bishop, Blair, Bliss, Harper, Irves, Jarvance, 

Lee, Marshall 
Old Temple Hi l l Rhoda late 1800s Rich plus unmarked 
Parker Rhoda 1875-1936 Davis 
Pioneer Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Pleasant Hills Mammoth Cave mid 1800s-early 1900s Brown, Doyle, Garvin, Tribble, Woodson 
Poplar Springs Rhoda 1871-1935 James, Lindsey, Madison, Thompson, Vincent 
Ralph Parsley 
Homestead 

Rhoda unknown unmarked 

Ritter Rhoda 1920s-1930s Elliott 
Sand Spring 1920s-1930s or earlier Elmore, Lindsey 
Shackelford Mammoth Cave mid 1800s Shackelford 
Short Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Slaughter-Jones Mammoth Cave mid 1800s-? Cox 
Slemmons-Davis Mammoth Cave 1856-1903 Slemmons 
Smithie Hunt Graves Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Strange Mammoth Cave unknown unmarked 
Temple Hi l l Rhoda 1898-1982 Bewley, Blair, Blanton, Clark, Cox, Denham, Elmore, 

Holland, Houchin, Houchins, Jaggers, James, 
Johnson, Lashley, Meredith, Meridith, Minton, Mudd, 
Parsley, Potete, Rich, Sanders, Self, Tomes, Webb 

Vincent Rhoda 1874 Vincent plus unmarked 
White Oak (a.k.a., 
Cannon, Sturgeon) 

Mammoth Cave unknown Cannon, Sturgeon 

Whitlow-Bellamy Mammoth Cave 1896-1929 Bellamy, Whitlow 
Wilkins Mammoth Cave early 1900s-present common names: Cox, Davis, Kerr, Logsdon 
Wilson Mammoth Cave 1872-1928 Holton, Rigdon, Wilson 
Woolsey Mammoth Cave 1880-1909 Blair, Pace, Woolsey 
Woolsey-Davis Rhoda unknown unmarked 
Zion Hill Mammoth Cave 1930s-present common names: Barlow, Beck, Chase, Davidson, 

Hayden, Parrish, Tisdale, Wood 
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Appendix D 
Cave Research Foundation 

The Cave Research Foundation, Inc. is a natural history scientific society and a conservation 
and preservation group that was incorporated in 1957. In 2017 the all-volunteer organization 
celebrates its 60th anniversary. The CRF expressly is not a recreational caving organization, 
meaning it does not function to promote the exploration and visitation of caves for amusement, 
sport, or leisure. Instead, the foundation focuses on research, conservation, and interpretation. 
Further, its interests are not limited to caves but also concern karst areas and landforms. 

The foundation has its roots in Kentucky. Historically, the caves and karst of the 
Commonwealth, especially in south-central Kentucky, have drawn explorers, miners, tourists, and 
recreational cavers for centuries. These resources also have attracted local and out-of-state 
speleologists, both professionals and avocationals, a group of whom formed the CRF. The 
Mammoth Cave area and the foundation have been inextricably connected since inception of the 
organization. In fact, for its first decade, the founding directors decided that “initially all work 
would be concentrated in Kentucky which had already been the scene of so much work” (Cave 
Research Foundation 1967:3). More specifically,  

while many of those who organized CRF had begun working in Central Kentucky as early 
as 1947, it was not until much later, nearly a decade, that the catalyst for the organization 
of CRF was found. The catalyst was the discovery of the Flint Ridge Cave System [in 
Mammoth Cave National Park]. The possible interconnection of the several caves in Flint 
Ridge had been suspected for about 50 years. Hard evidence was nonexistent, however, 
and the known extent of the caves in the early 1950’s was more or less what it had been to 
an earlier generation of explorers and cave geologists. A series of remarkable discoveries 
in 1954 and 1955 paved the way for the later integration of the caves into the Flint Ridge 
Cave System, and showed the need for an organization to continue and expand the work 
then in progress. The organization formed was the Cave Research Foundation (Cave 
Research Foundation 1967:3).  

Philip M. Smith, who worked with others from 1955-1957 to organize the foundation and 
served as its first president (Brucker and Watson 1987:83,85), recounted a similar story about the 
impetus for formation of the CRF following a series of events that occurred in quick succession in 
the 1950s (Smith 2003). 

It was quite obvious that some new institutional organizational arrangement was needed to 
provide a long-term base for the exploration and scientific investigations that would be 
required if these [Flint Ridge] caves were to be understood. What was needed was a frame-
work for organizing exploration and explorers to support scientific research, in contrast to 
the [then] broader and generally sport-oriented scope of the National Speleological Society. 
We needed an institutional format with which to work with universities and individual 
scientists to provide scientists support they could not obtain otherwise, to deal with 
agencies of the U.S. government responsible for much of the Kentucky cave region, to 
establish relationships with private cave owners, and to sustain and coordinate this work 
over many years (Smith 1981:ii). 
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“Two people inspired Phil Smith to organize the Cave Research Foundation. Jim Dyer planted 
the dream of connecting the big caves. He had trained the modern Flint Ridge cavers … As a 
professional geologist, Dr. [Erwin Robert] Pohl gave the organization scientific stability. He 
stressed the necessity and the value of having experienced cavers work underground in support of 
scientists. … He opened Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave [on Flint Ridge] to exploration,” creating a 
home base for the types of explorations that came to characterize Foundation work (Brucker and 
Watson 1987:85). James W. Dyer was a former manager of Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave who 
retired to Ohio and became involved with Smith and other fledgling cavers there, and Pohl was an 
affinal member of the Thomas family, who owned the cave at the time (Olson 2015, Smith 2003).  

Flint Ridge, which played a critical role in the development of the foundation, is a broad, 
expansive, undulating ridgetop bordered to the west and north by Green River and to the south and 
east by Eaton, Houchins, and other karst valleys (Figure 1). The ridge, like others in the area, is 
capped by weather-resistant sandstone and shale bedrock of the Chester Series, under which 
extensive cave systems developed in soluble limestone bedrock. River tributaries and intermittent 
steams created hollows that heavily dissect the slopes surrounding the ridge. Most cave entrances 
are located on these slopes, including Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave (a.k.a., Great Crystal Cave) at 
the north end of a north-south-trending finger extension of Flint Ridge near the Edmonson-Hart 
county line. Other notable caves under Flint Ridge are Bedquilt, Colossal, Great Onyx, Salts, 
Unknown, and Woodson-Adair (Palmer 1981). 

The following description of the Cave Research Foundation begins with the organization’s 
mission and purpose. Next is a discussion of the primary activities of the foundation: research, 
dissemination, and outreach. The organizational structure of the foundation is described in terms 
of leadership, operations, and collaborations. The next section outlines membership and partici-
pation in the foundation. The last section describes the history and nature of Foundation activities 
in the Mammoth Cave area.  

Mission and Purpose 

The mission of the CRF is worded differently in different sources but with the common themes 
of research, conservation, management, and outreach, as illustrated in the following four 
statements. The foundation aspires “to promote exploration and documentation of caves and karst 
areas, to initiate and support cave and karst research, to aid in cave conservation and protection, 
and to assist with the interpretation of caves and karst to the public” (Cave Research Foundation 
2016a:1). Alternatively, the organization’s mission is to “facilitate and support research, 
management, and interpretation of caves and karst resources in the United States and overseas; 
promote the long-term conservation of caves and karst ecosystems; explore, survey, and document 
all aspects of the underground environment; [and] assist government agencies and private 
landowners with management and protection of caves on their land” (Cave Research Foundation 
2015a:1).  

The CRF is “a private, non-profit organization dedicated to facilitating research, management 
and interpretation of caves and karst resources; forming partnerships to study, protect and preserve 
cave resources and karst areas; [and] promoting the long-term conservation of caves and karst 
ecosystems” (Cave Research Foundation 2016b:1). The foundation seeks “to explore and study 
the extensive cave systems and karst areas of the world for the enrichment of knowledge and the 
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advancement of science; to encourage and assist in the preservation of caves and karst, and to 
promote their conservation for contemplation, research, and recreation; [and] to promote education 
by publishing books that convey an appreciation of caves and karst worldwide” (Cave Books 
2013).  

The CRF articles of incorporation delineate four primary purposes: (1) “to explore and 
scientifically study, for the enrichment of human knowledge and the advancement of science, the 
extensive cave systems of the world, and in particular the cave regions of Kentucky;” (2) “to 
encourage and assist in the preservation of caves and related geomorphological phenomena and 
wilderness areas, and to promote the conservation of such areas for future study, research, and 
recreation;” (3) “to collect and aid in a manner compatible with the other purposes of the 
corporation the dissemination of technical data, information, history, and educational materials 
concerning caves and their physical, biological, ecological, and anthropological environment;” and 
(4) “to collect and solicit funds to enable the corporation to carry out the above purposes” (Cave 
Research Foundation 1957:1).  

The foundation registered in Kentucky as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization in 1957 (EIN 
316052842), though its current mailing address for tax purposes is in Laurel, Maryland. The CRF’s 
federal non-profit classification is an educational organization and its primary non-profit activity 
is listed as scientific research for government. The foundation’s activities relate to its mission and 
tax-exempt status in three primary and closely integrated ways: research, dissemination, and 
outreach, as described next (Cave Research Foundation 2005, 2015a). 

CRF Activities 

Research Programs 

As the name indicates, research is the major activity of the Cave Research Foundation. “The 
primary focus of the foundation is assisting government land managers who are responsible for 
cave and karst areas. Support includes inventorying caves and karst features, developing 
management plans to protect these unique resources, constructing protective gates on sensitive 
caves, performing biological and other inventories in the caves, and systematically mapping the 
caves” (Cave Research Foundation 2015a:2). The CRF also conducts research on private land and 
assists property owners with caves and karst areas. Foundation activities emphasize 
multidisciplinary, integrated research that generates data on and knowledge about cave and karst 
geology, hydrology, biology, archeology, history, and socio-economics (Cave Research 
Foundation 2005, 2016a). The organization’s series of annual reports “document the work and 
accomplishments of CRF scientists [in] cartography, exploration, geology, hydrology, mineralogy, 
microbiology, archeology, anthropology, evolution, ecology, conservation, history, and the arts” 
(Cave Books 2013:19). 

“The first scientific program of the Cave Research Foundation was cartography. Maps are the 
necessary base of all other cave research” (Brucker and Watson 1987:83). Initially, the objective 
of the foundation’s mapping initiatives was the connection of caves on Flint Ridge in Mammoth 
Cave National Park (Brucker and Watson 1987). While cartography has been an ongoing research 
goal, other Foundation research foci have changed over time and diversified, as illustrated by the 
following current Foundation research projects. The Lilburn Cartography Project in California 
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seeks to survey, resurvey, and map caves and to archive cartographic data. The Lincoln National 
Forest-Capitan Peak Study Area Project in New Mexico is locating, mapping, and assessing cave 
and karst features. The Redwood Canyon Sediment Studies Project is investigating sedimentation 
rates and processes of sediment transport in a karst region of California (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016g). 

The CRF not only conducts original research, but it establishes cave and karst research 
methodologies and standards. Through trial-and-error and systematic efforts, for decades the 
foundation has contributed substantially to the formulation of methodological standards for 
accurate, ethical, and relevant research on caves and karst (Watson 1981). “Surveying techniques 
were standardized, with the four-man party as ideal. Elaborate controls included sign-out and sign-
in sheets and trip reports,” as well as drafting of scaled cave plan view and profile maps (Brucker 
and Watson 1987:94). Foundation annual reports, published since 1966 and in unpublished 
manuscripts from 1957-1965, “show vividly and graphically how the scientific work, through trials 
and tribulations, grew and evolved into the cave science of today” (Cave Books 2013:18).  

“CRF adopted a method of systematic exploration that involved mapping cave passages, 
correlating the surveyed cave passages and their elevations with topographic maps, aerial 
photographs, and elevation controls such as geographic surface benchmarks. Detailed trip reports 
containing passage and feature descriptions were also important to the systematic documentation 
process” (Kambesis 2007:47). These methods were critical in generating data for answering 
fundamental research questions about cave and karst processes, such as vertical shaft development, 
breakdown formation, speleothem formation, hydrogeology, and cave ecology (Kambesis 2007). 
Since 1996, the foundation has worked with national and state agencies and organizations to 
develop “a minimal content standard for the collection of cave survey data on federal lands” as 
part of its National Spatial Data Infrastructure Project sponsored by the U.S. Geological Society 
(Cave Research Foundation 2016f:1). 

Further, the CRF promotes the application of its cave and karst research, which it was pursuing 
actively during decades when many government agencies were not. The foundation intends that 
other cave and karst researchers, researchers in related fields, property owners, and land managers 
use the data and methodologies generated by its members (Cave Research Foundation 2008). This 
is especially true of the CRF’s cartography work, which was “the first scientific program of the 
Cave Research Foundation” (Brucker and Watson 1987: 83). For example, National Park Service 
units use CRF-generated maps to make cave rescues. The CRF’s wildlife inventories are used to 
establish resource use priorities and levels. Findings from hydrogeology studies were applied to 
identify point sources polluting Hidden River Cave in Hart County (Kambesis 2007). 

Operationally, the CRF conducts research in several ways, the most common being large 
expeditions and smaller daily operations. Expeditions are organized, group research events that 
have been a foundation of the CRF’s research agenda since the group’s inception. Subsurface and 
surface expeditions at particular cave/karst resources are conducted in collaboration with 
government and other partners (see below). Because most Foundation members have weekday 
jobs and must travel some distance to the study areas, expeditions typically are scheduled for 
weekends and holidays over the year. Most expeditions are sponsored by operations areas within the 
organization (described below) and are attended by volunteers from those operations areas. 
However, there also are national expeditions that draw CRF members from all operations areas 
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(Brucker and Watson 1987, Cave Research Foundation 2016b, Lawrence and Brucker 1955 
[1975], Watson 1981). 

Expeditions are organized and led by one or several Foundation members, who identify the 
caves and/or karst areas where research will be conducted and the specific research goals and 
questions to be addressed, both with respect to the ongoing research agendas of the foundation and 
its partners. Expedition leaders also make logistical arrangements, evaluate participants’ readiness, 
form and oversee research teams, provide for safety and emergency operations, facilitate morning 
reports during the expedition, and prepare expedition reports. Some expeditions also have camp 
managers who oversee accommodations for the sometimes-large research teams. Common 
expedition goals are mapping cave systems, exploring connections between cave systems, 
“ridgewalking” or surface surveying for cave entrances and other karst features, inventorying 
natural and cultural resources, and conducting targeted question-oriented research (Brucker and 
Watson 1987, Cave Research Foundation 2016b, Lawrence and Brucker 1955 [1975], Watson 
1981). The sizes of expedition teams and the number of expeditions completed annually vary, but 
for 2004 the CRF reported conducting about 40 field expeditions involving 30-40 volunteers each 
(Cave Research Foundation 2005). The 2015 calendar included seven scheduled expeditions at 
Mammoth Cave, typically capped at 50 participants each, and 11 monthly expeditions at 
Cumberland Gap, with unspecified numbers at other locations (Cave Research Foundation 2015b). 

Arguably, the best-known and most important expedition was the February 1954 weeklong 
project at Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave (FCCC), then a private commercial cave and an inholding 
on Flint Ridge at Mammoth Cave National Park. The cavers suspected that this cave was part of a 
larger Flint Ridge cave system that likely connected with the Mammoth Cave system. The National 
Speleological Society (NSS) sponsored the expedition, which predated formation of the CRF. 
William Thomas “Bill” Austin, then the cave operator, Roger Brucker and Philip Smith, co-
founders of the NSS’s Central Ohio Grotto, and John J. “Jack” Lehrberger of Louisville led the 
expedition of 60 cavers. This groundbreaking expedition, which proved that the cave’s passages 
extended beyond the boundaries of the Crystal Cave property and toward Mammoth Cave, 
occurred at a time when cave research was in its infancy and in a cave that was remote, dangerous, 
and poorly documented (Brucker and Watson 1987, Dye 2008, Lawrence and Brucker 1955[1975], 
Watson 1981). Kambesis (2007:47) described the so-called C-3 expedition as a significant 
“learning experience in cave project management and in systematic exploration and survey 
techniques.” It was covered in local and national newspapers of the day, and was characterized by 
one co-organizer as marking “the beginning of modern cave exploration as we know it” (Brucker 
2016:1). 

The Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave (C-3 or FCCC) expedition led to the incorporation of the CRF 
organization three years later. After 1954,  

exploration continued at FCCC under the auspices of the Flint Ridge Reconnaissance, led 
by Phil Smith, Roger Brucker and Roger McClure of the Central Ohio Grotto of the NSS, 
and Bill Austin (Cave City, Kentucky) and Jack Lehrberger (Louisville, Kentucky.) As 
knowledge of the cave system grew, they began recruiting a team of explorers and 
researchers that would become the Cave Research Foundation. Successful exploration, new 
discoveries and persistent survey work in Flint Ridge led to the conviction that lasting value 
and continuity for the project required a formal organization. In 1957, the Cave Research 
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Foundation was registered as a non-profit corporation under the laws of the state of 
Kentucky (Cave Research Foundation 2016a:1).  

The CRF now is a national organization that conducts research across the U.S. and abroad.  

The New Year’s Expedition at Mammoth Cave on December 31, 2014-January 4, 2015 
illustrates a large, modern-day CRF expedition. Expedition leaders Ed Klausner and Elizabeth 
Miller organized 50 cavers into teams to work on seven projects the first day, 11 projects the 
second day, and ten projects the third day. The projects focused on cartographic surveying and 
resurveying but also included ridgewalking to identify small caves, monitoring cave aquatic biota, 
recording footage for a new video on cave safety and resource protection, water sampling, and 
exploring leads and new passageways. Each project team had two-seven members including a 
designated team leader. One expedition member met with a local landowner about a cave 
(Klausner and Miller 2015). 

Daily operations are another way that CRF members conduct research, especially in caves and 
karst areas with teams who are local residents and/or have resident researchers. For example, 
Foundation members in the Ozark Operations region conducted daily operations on two days in 
November, ten in December, 18 in January, 13 in February, and 11 days in March in 2014-2015. 
There were one to five teams working on any given day across numerous project areas: Buffalo 
National River, Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Missouri Department of Conservation lands, 
Pioneer Forest, Mark Twain National Forest, Missouri State Parks, and several municipalities, 
state agencies, and private mines. The teams of one to seven individuals focused on cartographic 
survey and resurvey tasks but conducted a wide range of other tasks: ridgewalking, surveying by 
motorboat, monitoring caves, investigating leads, documenting karst features, restoring caves, 
preparing for cave gate installations, surveying and inventorying cave biota, monitoring and 
counting bats, documenting and studying white-nose syndrome, inventorying archeological and 
cultural resources, recording photosynth footage, removing illegal climbing bolts, posting signage, 
and meeting with agency officials (House 2015, Sapkota 2015). 

Besides expeditions and daily operations conducted by its members, another way the CRF 
fulfills its research mission is by providing financial, material, staffing, and facilities support for 
research by other scholars and university students (Cave Research Foundation 2016c). The CRF 
serves as the means for endowing and awarding grants and fellowships in support of their 
cave/karst scientific research (Cave Research Foundation 2005). A good example of partner-ships 
with other scholars is the foundation’s early requests to Dr. Patty Jo Watson, trained as a Near 
Eastern archeologist, to conduct cave research in the Mammoth Cave area. As the recently married 
spouse of a cave enthusiast who herself had no prior training in caves and cave archeology, Watson 
somewhat reluctantly agreed, beginning what became a renowned and productive collaboration 
that profoundly changed our understanding of Eastern U.S. prehistory. Beginning in 1961, CRF 
member Fred Benington sought Watson’s assistance in analyzing soot from Salts Cave (Cave 
Research Foundation 1961), the results of which were published in a journal article (Benington et 
al. 1962).  

Over the next two years Watson mounted a systematic archeological investigation at Salts 
Cave, and in the decades since she conducted numerous surveys and excavations above and below 
ground in the Mammoth Cave area (Dye 2008, Watson et al. 1969, Watson 1997). “Not only did 
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she determine that ancient people had used the cave[s] for mining purposes, her research ultimately 
revealed that the prehistoric people in Kentucky and the Eastern Woodlands were among the few 
indigenous populations in the world to independently develop an agricultural economy, well before 
domesticated plants were introduced from Mexico. Watson was inducted into the National 
Academy of Sciences in part because of this work” (Kambesis 2007:49). 

In support of student scholars, in 1967 the foundation established a fellowship for graduate 
study in cave-karst sciences, with two recipients receiving funding that initial year (Cave Research 
Foundation 1967). Since then, “the foundation makes annual grants for graduate-level thesis 
research in academic fields related to caves and karst. The grants are awarded based solely on the 
merits of the grant requests submitted by the researchers. Grant requests are reviewed by an 
independent committee of academic researchers working in cave and karst-related fields. … Grant 
recipients are required to publish the results of their research in a public document, which can be 
the foundation’s quarterly CRF Newsletter or other publications” (Cave Research Foundation 
2015a:2). Over the last five years, the CRF awarded four graduate thesis research grants totaling 
$9,740 in 2011, six totaling $11,900 in 2012, five totaling $10,000 in 2013, four totaling $13,500 
in 2014, and five totaling $12,000 in 2015 (Cave Research Foundation 2013a, 2014a, 2015a, 
2016f). In 2015 the grant was renamed to honor legendary cave researcher and founding CRF 
president Philip M. Smith (Cave Research Foundation 2016f). 

Student grant proposals “may be in any field of the earth, natural, or social sciences as long as 
the research addresses topics related to caves or karst” (Cave Research Foundation 2016f:1). Over 
the last five years, a majority (n=13, 54%) of the 24 recipients were funded for projects in the earth 
sciences, including six focused on hydrogeology, four on speleothems, one on paleo-seismology, 
one on lava tubes, and one on sinkholes. Of the seven (29%) recipients in the natural sciences, four 
conducted research on macrobiota, two on microbiota, and one on ecosystems. All four (17%) of 
the social science recipients conducted research in anthropology-archeology. Half of the funded 
projects were domestic and occurred in Appalachia, California, Florida, Kentucky, New Mexico, 
Texas, and Utah, and half were international projects in Belize, Caribbean, India, Mexico, and 
Philippines (Cave Research Foundation 2016f). 

Dissemination Activities 

A second major activity of the CRF is dissemination, including maintaining and making 
available to researchers a considerable archive of its organizational documents and correspondence, 
as well as raw data such as interviews, maps, and reports (Hoffmaster 2015). The CRF’s primary 
dissemination methods are the publication and distribution of cave-related books and maps. “The 
foundation publishes and distributes a variety of cave-related technical, scientific, and popular 
books and maps related to the science, history, exploration, and management of caves and karst 
landforms. Most of the books are sold through the visitor centers in national parks that contain 
caves” (Cave Research Foundation 2015a:2). Foundation publications also are available in public 
and university libraries, such as at Western Kentucky University. CRF publications serve to share 
the work of the foundation with its members, with other cave and karst researchers and the 
scientific community, and with the general public (Cave Research Foundation 2005:15). Two 
primary dissemination arms of the CRF are its newsletter and Cave Books.  

Distribution of the CRF newsletter began in 1973 as a relatively brief publication issued by 
mail three times per year. Early editions included text only and provided notices about conferences 
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and expeditions, synopses of expeditions, announcements for and summaries from organization 
meetings, reports from officers, news items, publication updates, obituaries, and short features. 
The intended audience was the foundation membership (Cave Research Foundation 1973a, 1974a). 
Later editions were issued quarterly and increasingly incorporated maps, cartoons, and other 
figures, as well as longer feature stories and event calendars (Cave Research Foundation 1984, 
1994). Recent editions are two-four times longer than the earliest ones, feature color photographs, 
and resemble a magazine in format and style (Cave Research Foundation 2003b, 2015c).  

The current publications affiliate of the foundation is Cave Books, a non-profit press that 
started in 1981 with $10,000 in donations from 30 Foundation members (Cave Research 
Foundation 1989, Steward 2002). Prior to its creation, a limited number of publications and 
reprints were available through the CRF Publications Distribution Office (Kastning 1973). Cave 
Books “is the world’s largest publisher of books on caves, karst, and speleological research. To 
keep costs down and prices low, we depend entirely on a staff of volunteers—all cavers—and all 
dedicated to preserving the history of cave exploration and cave-related literature” (Cave Books 
2013:2). A recent price sheet lists over 40 books and eight maps published by the press, about one-
third and over half of which, respectively, focus on the Mammoth Cave area. The press also 
publishes an annual reports series with ten volumes and reprints of cave/karst classics, and it offers 
over 40 books published by other presses. Annual reports include leadership reports and highlights 
from the previous year, operations areas reports, and articles on cartography, scientific studies, 
conservation and restoration projects, and education and interpretation programs (Cave Books 
2015).  

Cave Books’ first publication was The Grand Kentucky Junction: Memoirs by Patricia P. 
Crowther et al. (1984). Its seven co-authors recounted the events and expeditions leading to linking 
the Mammoth Cave and Flint Ridge cave systems in 1972, making it the undisputed longest cave 
system in the world. Other Cave Books publications focused on the Mammoth Cave area concern 
the following subjects: caving expeditions, archeology, folklore, geology, caving philosophy, 
saltpeter mining and gunpowder production, tourism and tour guides, transportation, wilderness 
resources, and Floyd Collins. The press also publishes books about other cave systems in the 
United States and abroad (Cave Books 2013, 2015). As members are the main authors, Cave Books 
editors periodically make pleas to the CRF membership for manuscript submissions, asking 
specifically for books about specific caves and their discovery, exploration, and re-exploration; 
geological features, native biota, and operations at commercial show caves; historical accounts of 
caving and karst studies; biographies, lifetime memoirs, and reflections by or about legendary 
cavers and cave guides; associated surface features and surface trails; translations of cave/karst 
books published in other countries; updates to and new editions of existing books; indexes of 
cave/karst newsletters and other periodicals; and compilations of cave cartoons, memorabilia, 
collectibles, and other folklore (Steward 2002, Watson 1991). 

Other forms of sharing information and data with Foundation members, other researchers and 
scholars, students, and the general public include the CRF web site, CRF conferences and 
workshops, and public lectures by CRF members. For instance, in July 2009 the foundation hosted 
a six-day BCI Bat Conservation and Management Workshop at its Hamilton Valley Research Station 
outside Mammoth Cave National Park. Participants engaged in lectures and discussions, field trips, 
and field projects (Bat Conservation International 2009). In February 2016, CRF member Charles 
Finney presented a public lecture about ongoing Foundation research entitled “Cave of 
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Remembered Dreams: Recording Cultural Resources in the Cumberland Gap Cave System” at the 
McClung Museum of Natural History and Culture in Knoxville (University of Tennessee 2016).  

Outreach Activities 

Though dissemination is a form of outreach, the CRF engages in outreach in several other 
ways. The CRF creates and supports cave/karst management and strategic planning initiatives, 
preservation and conservation projects, educational and interpretive programs, and cultural 
exchanges (Cave Research Foundation 2005:15). An example of the latter is the China-USA Caves 
Project and Exchange, a collaboration with Guizhou Normal University that takes CRF members 
to China to explore, map, and research caves and karst in Guizhou Province and brings Chinese 
researchers to the National Speleological Society convention in the U.S. (Cave Research 
Foundation 2015d). 

In terms of management and preservation, one of the longstanding initiatives of the CRF is 
cave gate installations and gate monitoring. Generally speaking, “caves are gated only for reasons of 
resource protection or endangered bats” (House n.d.:2). The foundation maintains gating equip-
ment, Foundation volunteers contribute labor constructing and installing gates, and Foundation 
scientists provide professional advice about gate types and design, placement, and potential 
impacts to cave resources for public and private cave owners installing gates and other forms of 
access limitation (House n.d.). Foundation members also have assisted with removing old cave 
gates and tons of surrounding concrete in gate replacement projects (Zopf 1994).  

In other initiatives, Foundation cave survey and inventory projects, such as the current Lava 
Beds Survey and Inventory Project and the Missouri Cave Inventory/Data Management Program, 
involve providing government agencies with input and recommendations about resource 
management and conservation (Cave Research Foundation 2016g). The two goals of the GIS 
Resource Development Program are to use “spatial data, GIS application, and other software tools 
for the purpose of cave and karst resource management” and to “use GIS to develop a collective 
knowledge and support base for cave conservation, protection and management” (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016g:1). The Lilburn Cave Restoration Project in California is cleaning cave 
formations and installing trail signs and flags to limit further pedestrian damage (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016g). Other types of Foundation restoration efforts are “repairing speleothems, 
eradicating graffiti, trash removal, or restoring cave floors” (House n.d.:2). As on many public 
lands, at Ozark National Scenic Riverways, the foundation “helps the park manage caves by 
maintaining databases, monitoring caves, tracking species, providing information for 
environmental review and doing specific problem-solving activities such as installing signs and 
maintaining locks and gates. CRF personnel occasionally aid law enforcement rangers with 
specific vandalism or illegal usage issues” (House n.d.:1). 

Regarding educational outreach and interpretive programs, the CRF has a long history of 
collaborating with educational institutions, government-managed caves and karst areas, and 
privately operated commercial caves and karst areas. For instance, the current Educational 
Resource Development Program is developing audiovisual and multimedia materials about cave and 
karst resources and assisting various government agencies in creating public interpretive exhibits 
and displays (Cave Research Foundation 2016g). Foundation members also worked with Ozark 
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National Scenic Riverways to create virtual cave tours, bookmarks, and posters for the public 
(House n.d.). 

Organizational Structure: Leadership  

The formation of CRF and its early history, including the foundation’s organizational structure 
and leaders, are documented in Watson (1981). The foundation has developed into a national group 
with a distributed organizational structure in terms of leadership, operations, and collaborations, 
the latter two described in the next section. Leadership is provided by a Board of Directors, 
officers, an Operations Council, and committee chairpersons governed by the organization’s 
bylaws.  

The Board of Directors is the governing body of the organization and the only leadership group 
named in the articles of incorporation. The Board is responsible for managing the foundation’s 
business and affairs (Cave Research Foundation 1957, 1997). Board members are elected to serve 
one-year terms (or until their successors are elected) at the annual directors meeting, held 
immediately prior to the organization’s annual membership meeting. The foundation does not 
compensate board members but may pay for expenses incurred by directors while performing their 
duties. The board may form special committees and hold special meetings as needed to fulfill its 
roles and responsibilities (Cave Research Foundation 1997).  

Historically, the founding and initial directors of the CRF were Roger W. Brucker (Yellow 
Springs, OH), James W. Dyer (Columbus, OH), Burnell Ehman (Yellow Springs, OH), David A. 
Huber (Yellow Springs, OH), David B. Jones (Yellow Springs, OH), John J. Lehrberger, Jr. 
(Barbourville, KY), and Philip M. Smith (Springfield, OH) (Cave Research Foundation 1957). 
Over time, the number of board members has increased from seven to between seven-nine (Cave 
Research Foundation 1957, 1997). The current board members are Derek Bristol, Joyce 
Hoffmaster, Elaine Garvey, Bob Lerch, John Lyles, Ben Miller, Kayla Sapkota, Janice Tucker, 
and Dave West (Cave Research Foundation 2016h). 

Officers were added to the organizational leadership through the foundation’s bylaws, and in 
the initial decades of the corporation the officers were members of the Board of Directors. The 
first officer positions were president, secretary, and treasurer, with vice president added later. As 
with the board, officers are elected at the annual directors meeting to serve one-year terms (or until 
their successors are elected). The president serves as the foundation’s chief executive officer, 
supervising and controlling its day-to-day operations. The president is the only compensated 
individual in the corporation and is paid $1.00 annually. The secretary keeps meeting minutes, 
posts notices, and maintains corporate records. The treasurer is responsible for the collection and 
disbursement of all corporate funds and securities and for filing corporate income reports and tax 
returns. The vice president position was added in 2007 (Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1967, 
1997, 2007). 

Philip Smith served as the founding/first president of the corporation, from 1957 to 1965. Other 
presidents during the formative years were Richard “Red” Watson (1965-1966), Joseph K. 
Davidson (1967-1972), Stanley Sides (1972-1974), and Roger Brucker (1975-1977). Other past 
presidents are Cal Welbourn (1978-1979), Pete Lindsley (1980-1982), Sarah Bishop, the first 
female president (1983-1985), Ronald Wilson (1985-1988), Ron Bridgemon (1989-1992), Mel 
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Park (1993-1994), Philip DiBlasi (1995-1997), Patricia Kambesis (1998-2001), Rickard Toomey 
(2002-2004), Chris Groves (2005-2006), Scott House (2007-2011), Charles Fox (2012-2014), and 
Ed Klausner (2015-present) (Cave Research Foundation 1967-2016). 

The CRF Operations Council is comprised of individuals appointed by the Board of Directors 
“to coordinate and oversee activities within an operation” (House n.d.:1). Operation areas (detailed 
below) refer to the regions where the foundation has ongoing and active research agendas. The 
Operations Council was established in 1998, and over almost two decades its size has ranged from 
four to six members, with some operation areas represented by a pair of individuals in some years. 
The current Operations Council consists of seven members representing six operation areas plus 
the facility manager for the CRF Hamilton Valley Research Station. Members of the Operations 
Council coordinate research and other activities within each region, provide regular updates to the 
Board, and publish reports in the corporation’s newsletter (Cave Research Foundation 1997, 
2016d, 2016e). The current Operations Council member representing the Eastern Operations Area, 
which includes Mammoth Cave, is Charles Fox (Cave Research Foundation 2016h).  

Chairpersons are the final major component of the CRF leadership team. Currently, these 
individuals lead the following standing committees: fellowships and grants, international projects, 
national expeditions, national personnel, newsletter, and science (Cave Research Foundation 
2016d). In addition, other CRF members “may head specific projects or act as functionaries of one 
sort or another” in the organization (House n.d.:1). For example, the foundation has included 
positions such as chief scientist, chief cartographer, national personnel officer, Cave Books 
manager, and newsletter and annual report editors (Cave Research Foundation 1989). 

Organizational Structure: Operations and Collaborations 

Regarding spatial distribution, the foundation’s efforts are organized into operations areas that 
currently are spread across five areas of the United States, two in the east and three in the west. 
The operations areas “are located primarily on state and federal lands that contain caves and karst” 
(Cave Research Foundation 2016e:1). In each operations area, the foundation collaborates with 
government agencies, educational institutions, civic organizations, businesses, private landowners, 
and other groups. Relationships with most partners are formalized through cooperative agreements 
and memoranda of understanding/agreement. Federal “projects are done under a nationwide 
Memorandum of Understanding with the U.S. Department of the Interior, a Memorandum of 
Agreement with Bureau of Land Management, or through local working agreements depending on 
the requirements of each area” (Cave Research Foundation 2016e:1). The CRF also is an 
institutional member of the National Speleological Society (Cave Research Foundation 2016a, 
2016e).  

Because the organization was created and incorporated in Kentucky, Mammoth Cave was the 
first operations area, existing in that solitary role for the first 15 years of the foundation. The 
foundation’s primary partner in this operation area was and has been Mammoth Cave National 
Park, though the CRF also has worked extensively with Diamond Caverns and other show caves, 
the American Cave Museum, Western Kentucky University, private landowners, and others. 
Currently, Mammoth Cave National Park, along with Cumberland Gap National Historical 
Monument in Kentucky-Virginia, comprise the Eastern Operations Area of the foundation (Cave 
Research Foundation 2016a, 2016e). 
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The second operations area was added to the foundation in 1971. The Carlsbad Caverns Project 
or Southwest Operations Area is located in New Mexico and, as such, was the first western 
operations area of the CRF. This operations area was created when the Guadalupe Cave Survey 
(GCS) merged with the CRF and the CRF entered into formal partnership with Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park. The GCS had been serving as a research organization at the park since 1966, so the 
purpose of the new CRF operations area was to continue their scientific study of caves and karst 
in and around Carlsbad Caverns and the Guadalupe Mountains. Investigation of the cave potential 
of nearby Capitan Reef in Texas is a related activity in this operations area (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016a, 2016e).  

Two new operations areas were established in 1976. The Sequoia/Kings Canyon Operations 
Area in California is another western arm of the CRF. The initial focus of this operations area was 
the Lilburn Cave Project at Kings Canyon National Park. Currently, the CRF collaborates 
primarily with the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Park, especially in the Mineral King and 
Lilburn Cave areas of the park (Cave Research Foundation 2016a, 2016e). 

The other operations area was created in Arkansas at Buffalo National River. Now known as 
the Ozarks Operations Area and expanded into Missouri, work here currently occurs in concert 
with Ozark National Scenic Riverways, Mark Twain National Forest, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Fitton Cave at Buffalo National River and Sylamore National Forest, Pioneer Forest, 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Missouri Department of Conservation, Missouri 
Speleological Society, city and county governments, and private landowners (Cave Research 
Foundation 2016a, 2016e; House n.d.). 

In 1988 a fifth operations area was established in California. CRF members in the Lava Beds 
Operations Area work primarily with Lava Beds National Monument, where they helped to 
construct a research facility in 2004 (Cave Research Foundation 2016a, 2016e). As with govern-
ment partners in other operations areas, “because of a lack of in-house funding and personnel, 
[Lava Beds National Monument] has in recent years depended heavily on the Cave Research 
Foundation to identify, map, inventory, monitor, and recommend cave protection techniques” for 
its 300 caves (Lava Beds National Monument 1995:42).  

Membership and Participation 

The current CRF bylaws provide for four types of Foundation members with different rights 
and privileges. Honorary members are a non-participatory class of members in the corporation. 
Three membership classes are considered participatory: joint venturer, fellow, and director. The 
most fundamental of the three is joint venturer; in other words, all participatory members are JVs. 
Joint venturers may participate in all activities sponsored and scheduled by the foundation. Basic 
caving skills, previous caving experience, and personal cave gear and medical coverage are 
required for JV membership. Applicants for JV membership must explain their interest in the 
organization and their caving experience. Membership is selective, as there is limited space on 
expedition and daily operations teams. Individuals selected for membership must sign a Joint 
Venture Agreement that stipulates their responsibilities and prohibitions. A second type of 
participatory member is fellows, who are JVs elected by the Board of Directors to this lifetime 
membership class in recognition of their accomplishments and contributions. Directors are JVs 
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elected by the membership to serve one-year terms on the Board of Directors, described previously 
(Cave Research Foundation 1997, 2016c).  

Limited data about the past and current size of the CRF membership and its demographic 
characteristics are available in some Foundation annual reports and other sources. Four years after 
incorporation under a board of seven directors, in 1961 there were 15 members of the organization 
with no new members elected, and 49 individuals participated in the Joint Venture program for a 
total of 64 (Cave Research Foundation 1961). By 1967 the membership more than doubled to 
nearly 200 (Cave Research Foundation 1967). 

The most intensive recruiting was done at Ohio State University, where Phil Smith, Joe 
Davidson, John Bridge, Bob Fries, Bill Bishop, Jack Freeman, and others conducted 
informal seminars in speleology for about 20 years. For recruiting, the major criterion was 
that candidates be vital, enthusiastic people who were doing interesting things. Never mind 
what. Real doers could contribute to CRF. Most of these people were not previously cavers. 
John Wilcox was not interested in caves, but when Joe Davidson showed him the Flint 
Ridge System, it attracted John’s interest and he pushed the cartography program through 
the connection to Mammoth Cave (McClure et al. 1994:5). 

In the early 1970s, the membership increased to 281 (Cave Research Foundation 1971). In 1974, 
the foundation initiated publication of a CRF Personnel Manual. By 1975 the corporation saw a 
net increase in members for a total of 349 (Cave Research Foundation 1975). In the early 1990s 
there were some 500 JVs, about 300 of whom were associated with the Eastern Operations Area 
and 200 with other operation areas (McClure et al. 1994). In 2014-2015 the foundation reported 
having “a pool of over 200 active volunteers who do the actual work under the guidance of the 
various agency land managers” and in collaboration with private property owners (Cave Research 
Foundation 2015a:2). Currently there are over 700 members of the foundation (Roger Brucker, 
personal communication 2016). 

The foundation also recruited scientists to fulfill its mission. They included geologists, 
biologists, archeologists, and other researchers, some with formal educations in those fields and 
others who were skilled avocational researchers.  

During the first 25 years or so, this program netted Tom Barr, Bill Bishop, John Bridge, 
Roger Brucker, Denver Burns, Will and Pat Crowther, David Culver, Joe Davidson, Dennis 
Drum, Dave Deamer, George Deike, Dave DesMarais, Fred Dickey, Gary Eller, [Ralph 
Ewers,] Jack Freeman, Jack Hess, Charles Hildebolt, Alan and Carol Hill, Horton Hobbs 
III, Dave Jagnow, Ernst Kastning, [Kathy LaVoie,] Jerry Lewis, Pete Lindsley, Ed 
Lisowski, Bill Mann, Norm Pace, Art and Peggy Palmer, Tom Poulson, Jim Quinlan, Stan 
Sides, [Phil Smith,] Nicholas Sullivan, Red and Pat Watson, Cal Welbourn, Norbert Welch, 
Steve Wells, Spike Werner, Will and Bette White, John Wilcox, and a number of other old 
timers, many of whom went on to distinguished careers in cave science (McClure et al. 
1994:5).  

Demographically, anecdotal evidence indicates that during its early history the foundation’s 
membership was predominantly male. However, there was an intentional effort on the part of the 
corporation to include females. “One of CRF’s earliest policies was a determination to involve 
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women as individuals,” with members such as Micky Storts, Jean Sanford Replinger, Barbara 
Lipton, Jacque Austin, Patty Jo Watson, and Doris Ehman making important contributions 
(Brucker 1973:5-6). Both men and women led expeditions, cooked for expeditions, and conducted 
research projects. However, in the early 1970s some female CRF members and even one male 
member complained about unequal treatment, stemming perhaps from the seriousness with which 
CRF members take their responsibilities (Brucker 1973). Writing at that time, Brucker (1973:6) 
noted that the “CRF probably has as many male chauvinists as any other predominantly male 
group. What it also has, however, are males who are ready, willing, and able to confront the 
stupidity of male chauvinism whenever it is expressed.”  

Whether or not such attitudes and experiences have changed is not known, but representation 
and participation by women in the foundation’s membership and leadership have increased over 
time. From 1983-1985 Sarah Bishop served as the first female president, with a second woman, 
Patricia Kambesis, elected to that post in 1998-2001. Women have held other officer positions and 
served as board members in the organization. Elizabeth Winkler was the first director of the 
Hamilton Valley Research Station facility in 2000-2001, and Kambesis has served in that role 
since 2002. The current Board of Directors is 44% female, and the percentage of female directors 
ranged from 33% to 50% over the previous five years. A number of women have been elected 
fellows in the organization and have served as heads of operations areas (Cave Research 
Foundation 2011, 2012b, 2013b, 2014c, 2015c, 2016h).  

Anecdotal evidence also indicates that the racial affiliation of a majority of Foundation 
members is White or Caucasoid, but not by the intention. In 2014, the CRF formally adopted a 
non-discrimination policy stipulating that the corporation “does not and shall not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), 
disability, marital status, sexual orientation, or military status, in any of its activities or operations. 
These activities include, but are not limited to, hiring and firing of staff; selection of Joint 
Venturers, volunteers, and vendors; and provision of services” (Cave Research Foundation 2014b). 

The primary way that members contribute to the organization is working on research projects 
and other Foundation initiatives. In 1961, members and volunteers completed 6,674 person-hours 
in the Kentucky cave region both above and below ground (Cave Research Foundation 1961). In 
1971, members contributed 6,168 person-hours below ground at Mammoth Cave National Park 
(Cave Research Foundation 1971). In recent years, those numbers have doubled or tripled. Over 
14,000 hours and 15,885 hours of work were devoted to projects in and near the park in 2008 and 
2009, respectively (Cave Research Foundation 2012a). Volunteers donated over 18,000 person-
hours to the foundation in 2012-2013, over 16,000 hours in 2013-2014, and over 15,500 hours in 
2014-2015 (Cave Research Foundation 2013a, 2014a, 2015a).  

Each fall, the CRF holds an annual meeting for the entire organization, rotating the location of 
the meeting among its operations areas, and some operations areas hold their own regional 
meetings each year. Activities at the annual meeting include the annual business meeting of the 
board and officers, at which time leadership elections are held and appointments are made; field 
trips and tours above and below ground, sometimes including a national expedition; posters and 
presentations by CRF members and special guests; and social gatherings like a breakfast reception 
and dinner banquet. The 2007 annual meeting, which also marked the 50th anniversary of the 
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foundation, was held at Hamilton Valley and was attended by over 150 members (Cave Research 
Foundation 2007, 2011).  

The Cave Research Foundation in the Mammoth Cave Area 

Though it now is a national organization, the foundation’s chief and longest-standing ties are 
to Kentucky and the Mammoth Cave area. The foundation has sponsored a regional research 
station at Mammoth Cave since its inception, first on Flint Ridge, then at Maple Springs, and 
currently on CRF land at Hamilton Valley on the east side of Flint Ridge. Though much research 
has focused on natural sciences, the foundation also supports social science and humanities 
research and, to a more limited extent, artistic endeavors, in the Mammoth Cave area. CRF 
members have conducted cartographic, geological, biological, ecological, archeological, and 
historical research on park lands and the surrounding area for decades, so they have diachronic 
perspectives on a wide range of cultural and especially natural resources across the current project 
area. The following discussion synthesizes archival information on the foundation’s 
interdisciplinary research program at Mammoth Cave, its major partners in the local area, its 
facilities in the local area, key personnel and potential informants for the current ethnographic 
research project, and relevant ethnographic resources in and near Mammoth Cave National Park. 

Research Foci 

The foundation has undertaken or contributed to too many research projects in the Mammoth 
Cave area to describe them all, so only a sample is outlined here to illustrate the range of topics. 
In addition to the research initiatives outlined below, the foundation has undertaken a number of 
outreach and preservation projects in and near the park, such as video productions, cave gate 
installations, cultural resources conservation, and cave and sinkhole cleanups. 

From the outset, investigating and mapping caves have been the primary foci of the CRF’s 
work in the Mammoth Cave area. Historically, the modern era of cave exploration in the area has its 
roots on Flint Ridge in the 1930s-1940s with the work of Jim Dyer, Bill Austin, Jack Lehrberger, 
and others (Brucker and Watson 1987, Kambesis 2007, McClure et al. 1994). The style of these 
cavers has been described as “all-out, iron-man caving,” meaning they often explored in just pairs 
and sometimes by themselves, ventured into very remote passages without those above ground 
knowing their locations, pushed beyond human physical limits into dangerous parts of caves, and 
sometimes spent more than 24 hours underground (Brucker and Watson 1987). “Their focus 
included not only extending the physical limits of the caves under Flint Ridge, but also conducting 
scientific investigations” (Kambesis 2007:47).  

E. Robert Pohl and Philip Smith were other key leaders in this foundational period. Pohl was 
a renowned karst geologist with both public and private cave experience. He worked at Mammoth 
Cave National Park and he helped manage two show caves owned by the Thomas family, into 
which he married: Mammoth Onyx Cave outside Horse Cave and Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave on 
an inholding in the park. Smith was a co-founder of the Central Ohio Grotto of the National 
Speleological Society and the first CRF president. He later became a highly accomplished science 
policy advocate and advisor at the national level. Smith staunchly insisted on a new style of cave 
investigations, one that was more measured, sustained, and collaborative, in order to achieve the 
goals of connecting caves and promoting cave research (Brucker and Watson 1987, McClure et al. 
1994, Smith 2003). 
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Following the famous C-3 expedition in 1954, the initial work of the Flint Ridge Recon-
naissance, and incorporation of the foundation in 1957, as described previously, the “CRF’s work 
began on Flint Ridge where five major caves and a number of smaller caves were located. The 
impetus for these efforts was the potential for connections between the major caves of the Mammoth 
Cave area” (Kambesis 2007:47). That goal of connecting Floyd Collins’ Crystal, Unknown, 
Colossal, Bedquilt, and Salts caves was achieved in a few short years by 1961, and by November 
1968 the Flint Ridge Cave system was the world’s longest at 110 km (68.6 mi) (Figure 84). At the 
same time, CRF surveys in the Mammoth Cave system helped to officially extend it to the third 
longest at 73 km (45 mi) (Cave Research Foundation 1968, Kambesis 2007).  

Figure 84. Plan View Maps Showing the Extent of the Flint Ridge Cave System in 1947 and 1967 (Cave Research Foundation 
1967:6-7). 

As CRF continued to discover and explore new caves in the Mam-
moth Cave area, in 1972 six CRF members (Figure 85) followed a lead 
discovered by Tom Brucker and achieved the ultimate goal that 
prompted formation of CRF in the first place. After almost two 
decades, they connected the Flint Ridge and Mammoth Cave systems 
under Houchins Valley via Echo and Pete Hanson rivers, giving the 
Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system a combined length of 232 km (144 
mi), a hard-fought, long-awaited, and monumental accomplishment for 
the foundation (Kambesis 2007). “It required uncommon courage, 
great stamina, and years of exploration to achieve this discovery” 
(National Park Service 1976:69). The Grand Kentucky Junction: 
Memoirs by Patricia Crowther et al. (1984) and The Longest Cave by 
Roger Brucker and Richard Watson (1987) describe the events and 
expeditions that resulted in linking the two cave systems.  

Figure 85. Unattributed Photograph 
of Six CRF Cavers Who Linked Flint 
Ridge and Mammoth Cave Systems 
in 1972. Back Row (L-R): John 
Wilcox, Richard Zopf, Steven Wells, 
Cleveland Pinnex (park ranger). 
Front Row (L-R): Gary Eller and 
Patricia Crowther (Brinson 2005). 

Another major expansion of the local cave system occurred in 1979 when Foundation 
researchers discovered a connection between the Proctor-Morrison caves under Joppa Ridge and 
the Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system. A slave named Jonathan Doyle discovered Proctor Cave 
at the west end of the ridge in 1863. By 1869 Larkin J. Proctor purchased the property, explored 
the cave, constructed a hotel and 1,000-foot pathway, and opened it as a show cave. From 1894-
1906 there was a post office at Proctor Cave north of the Mammoth Cave Railroad in the Proctor’s 
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Cave community (Section 3.3.13) (Lera 2005, No Author 1895, Robertson and Robertson 1871, 
Thompson 1879). Under the other end of the ridge just outside the park boundary, George 
Morrison discovered Morrison Cave in the 1920s. The foundation’s research under Joppa Ridge 
began in the mid 1960s at Proctor Cave, and by 1967 the CRF mapped the three miles of commercial 
passages. In May 1979 CRF cavers discovered Amos Hawkins River, one of the largest under-
ground streams in the area and named after the park superintendent, in Proctor Cave. Just three 
months later they followed Hawkins River to a connection with Mammoth Cave under Doyle 
Valley, which expanded the Mammoth-Flint-Joppa cave system to 344 km (214 mi). Also in 1979, 
members of the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition on a CRF expedition found a link between 
Morrison and Proctor caves via Logsdon River, extending the cave system to a length of 393 km 
(224 mi) (Borden and Brucker 2000; Brucker 1989; Cave Research Foundation 1967, 1980, 1981). 

At the same time, the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition (CKKC), which had been surveying 
Roppel Cave since its discovery under Toohey Ridge east of the park in 1976, collaborated with the 
CRF in an attempt to connect Roppel with Mammoth-Flint Ridge-Joppa. They succeeded in 
September 1983 via Logsdon River, extending the cave system to 493 km (306 mi). The current 
length of Mammoth-Flint-Joppa-Roppel, now referred to simply as the Mammoth Cave System, is 
640 km (400 mi), over twice that as the next longest mapped cave in the world (Figures 86-87) 
(Kambesis 2007, Kambesis et al. 2013). At its silver anniversary meeting, the CRF reported the 
individual names of “over 2,000 people [who] contributed to CRF and CKKC exploration and survey 
of Mammoth Cave in the last 50 years” (Cave Research Foundation 2008:60). Beyond Mammoth 
Cave: A Tale of Obsession in the World’s Longest Cave by James Borden and Roger Brucker (2000) 
describes how the two rival organizations collaborated to connect the caves. With the Mammoth 
Cave System and other caves, 1,046 km (650 mi) of cave passages have been mapped in the 
Mammoth Cave area, much of it by Foundation members (Kambesis et al. 2013). 

Another aspect of the foundation’s cartographic efforts involves assessing and reproducing 
historic maps of caves in the area, especially Mammoth Cave, and rechecking the accuracy of early 
surveys. With the increasing use of computers over the years, the foundation has undertaken carto-
graphic projects related to digitization and geographic information systems; database creation and 
data entry for thousands of field survey books, trip reports, and other data; and computer-drafted 
cave maps for the Mammoth Cave area (Cave Research Foundation 1966, 1991, 2003a).  

The foundation’s mapping work at and around Mammoth Cave is ongoing, as is the search for 
new caves and cave entrances. The current Mammoth Cave Cartographic Program, directed by 
Bob Osburn, seeks “to collect detailed geographic data from the caves of Mammoth Cave National 
Park, to produce cartographic interpretations of the data in the form of various types of maps, and 
to incorporate that data into a master data archive system” (Cave Research Foundation 2016g:1). 
Data and maps are shared with the parks’ Division of Science and Resource Management. The 
Small Cave Inventory/Data Management at Mammoth Cave National Park project, coordinated 
by Scott House, continuing since 1994, is “a comprehensive resource inventory of 
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Figure 86. Plan View Map of the 
Mammoth-Flint Ridge-Roppel-Joppa 
Cave System (Mammoth Cave 
National Park 2009:1).  

Figure 87. Plan View Map of the Mammoth-Flint Ridge-Roppel-Joppa Cave System Superimposed on an Aerial Photograph 
(Cave Research Foundation 2008:114).  
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less-extensive caves within certain drainage basins in the park. … The caves are mapped and data 
about the contents, suitable for use with a geographic information system (GIS), are recorded in 
reference to the survey net” (Cave Research Foundation 2016g:1). Over 300 caves are now known 
in the park alone (Mammoth Cave National Park 2009). 

After cartography, geosciences have been the focus of considerable CRF research. In the early 
days of the foundation, this work examined bedrock stratigraphy, vertical shafts and truncated cave 
passages, vertical shafts and ridgetop retreat, cave development and bedrock fractures, dynamics 
of cave sedimentation, sinkhole formation and sedimentation, variation in cave temperature and 
moisture regimes, evolution of the sinkhole plain, dating formation of the Mammoth and Flint 
Ridge cave systems, and reconstructing paleoclimatic conditions related to cave formation. 
Mineralogy research dealt with petrographic characteristics of limestone bedrock, cave sulfate and 
clay mineral identification and characterization, sulfate crystallization and cave bedrock 
breakdown, speleothem composition, depositional processes for aragonite speleothems, 
mineralization of manganese-bearing speleothems, origins of humate deposits on cave surfaces, 
and crystal phases in stalactites. Hydrology research involved reconstructing past discharge rates 
in trunk passages, chemical analyses of surface and subsurface water sources, dye tracing to 
identify drainage systems, tracking the nature and causes of fluctuations in surface stream base 
levels, studying surface stream meanders in karst landscapes, surveying surface springs, and 
studying the development of karst aquifers (Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1966, 1967, 1975, 
1980).  

More recently, the foundation’s geoscience programs continued previous themes and expanded 
into new areas such as conservation. Examples of projects include water resources management, 
effects of geologic structure on cave passage gradients, karst development computer simulations, 
drainage networks and conduit systems in karst aquifers, effects of glaciations on cave 
sedimentation regimes, cave airflow patterns, and pesticide transport by suspended stream 
sediments (Cave Research Foundation 1980, 1986, 1991, 2003a, 2012a). Currently, Rickard 
Toomey, a Park employee and active CRF member, directs two long-term paleontology projects 
in the Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system focused on evolutionary changes in cave mammals and 
past bat usage of the Historic Entrance of Mammoth Cave. He and other Foundation volunteers 
also documented a diverse interglacial faunal assemblage in the Frozen Niagara Entrance, as well 
as fossils of extinct Pleistocene megafauna in Proctor Cave (Cave Research Foundation 1981, 
2003a, 2016g). 

Early Foundation-sponsored biology research in the Mammoth Cave area involved spatial 
distributions of different species in caves, cave food webs, and bioenergetics of cave fauna (Cave 
Research Foundation 1961, 1966). More recently, investigations continue on spatial distributions 
of cave fauna and cave food webs. Biology research has expanded to topics such as intraspecific 
competition among cave fauna, microbiology and microinvertebrate fauna of subsurface streams, 
invertebrate predation by cave rats, and faunal inventories of small caves in and near the park 
(Cave Research Foundation 1980, 1986, 1991, 2003a). A dire subject of recent biological research 
and conservation work is white-nose syndrome, a fungal disease impacting bat communities in the 
Mammoth Cave area (Cave Research Foundation 2012a).  

In ecology, CRF research in the Mammoth Cave area has examined cave and terrestrial fauna 
and their food sources, the effects of changing physical conditions on cave fauna, biogeography of 
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cave fauna, impact of flooding on aquatic cave fauna distributions, impacts of pollution on cave 
biota, diversity and stability in cave biotic communities, foraging and life history strategies of cave 
biota, and abiotic zones of cave systems (Cave Research Foundation 1966, 1975, 1986).  

In archeology, Patty Jo Watson led long-term, groundbreaking research in the Mammoth Cave 
area that differed considerably from previous archeological studies by Nels Nelson and Alonzo 
Pond (Crothers et al. 2007). “The CRF Archeological Project mark[ed] the beginning of more 
systematic integration of the caving community into scientific archaeological work. … The CRF 
Archeological Project also was the beginning of concerted efforts to bring dark-zone cave 
archaeology into the mainstream of scientific archaeological research and publication in the U.S.” 
(Crothers et al. 2007:28-29).  

Watson’s early work on Salts Cave and agricultural origins was discussed previously. She and 
her collaborators also discovered surface artifacts in the uplands surrounding Salts Cave, 
conducted experimental archeology investigations on topics such as cave mineral use and 
prehistoric torch materials, and analyzed paleofecal specimens (Cave Research Foundation 1967, 
1970; Crothers et al. 2007). Her colleague, Louise Robbins, analyzed a Native American mummy 
and human skeletal remains from Salts Cave (Cave Research Foundation 1970; Crothers et al. 
2007). Watson’s students investigated mussel remains, textiles and vegetable fibers, and charred 
plants from sites in and around the park (Cave Research Foundation 1975). In the 1970s, Watson 
and Kenneth Carstens surveyed the main trunk passage of Mammoth Cave, making 
recommendations to the park about restricting public access to portions with sensitive cultural 
resources. To learn about surface sites associated with the park’s cave, Carstens and Watson 
conducted survey and excavation at 36 newly documented sites (Carstens 2008, Prentice 1993).  

More recently, CRF archeologists continue to study the development of plant husbandry and 
prehistoric cave crystal mining and utilization. They initiated new surveys of historic and 
prehistoric activities in small caves, studied fiber sources of prehistoric textiles, investigated 
contemporary strands of plants used by prehistoric peoples to weave textiles, conducted 
palynological studies to reconstruct past vegetation patterns in the area, investigated prehistoric 
footprints in Fisher Ridge and other local caves, and studied rock art. George Crothers’ initial foray 
into Mammoth Cave area research examined artifactual evidence of Floyd Collins’ entrapment and 
rescue attempts at Sand Cave. He has since conducted research on ritual uses, saltpeter 
infrastructure, prehistoric mineral mining, and perishable remains in Mammoth and other caves, 
and he supervised numerous Earthwatch crews in inventorying and mapping cultural resources 
throughout Mammoth Cave passages (Cave Research Foundation 1980, 1986, 2003a, 2008; 
Crothers et al. 2007).  

Early history-related research by the foundation included an oral history project on the 
traditions and history of local peoples of the Mammoth Cave area, documentation of historic 
graffiti in area caves, and archival investigations of the cultural heritage of Flint Ridge 
communities. Beginning in the 1950s, taped oral histories were collected over a 25-year period by 
E. Robert Pohl, Jim Dyer, Micky Storts, and other CRF members. Another focus of archival 
research was compilation of bibliographies about the Central Kentucky Karst region by Willard 
Rouse Jillson, F.G. Wilkes, James Quinlan, and Harold Meloy (Cave Research Foundation 1966, 
1970, 1979). Duane DePaepe studied the economic geography of the historic saltpeter industry in 
the Mammoth Cave area (Cave Research Foundation 1975).  
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DePaepe later investigated the impacts of the early nineteenth century New Madrid earth-
quakes on Mammoth Cave. Foundation scientists conducted more oral histories, this time with Bill 
Austin and other key Foundation members. They conducted archival research on early cave 
explorer and mapper Max Kaemper, Dr. John Croghan’s 19th-century tuberculosis experiments in 
Mammoth Cave, and historic tour routes in Mammoth Cave. They compiled a gazetteer of over 
2,300 cave-related place names in the area, 64% of which are associated with Mammoth Cave and 
25% with Flint Ridge. The Mammoth Cave Register Project involved recording and mapping historic 
signatures in Mammoth Cave. An updated bibliography project includes over 5,500 records about 
Mammoth and other caves in the area (Cave Research Foundation 1980, 1991, 2003a).  

The Cave Research Foundation also has 
sponsored and supported scholars’ creative 
activities in the Mammoth Cave area. In the 
visual arts, American artist Sheldon Helfman 
painted over 100 watercolors in the Flint-
Mammoth cave system in the 1970s (Figure 
88). In the 1970s-early 1980s, French artist 
Jean Truel, who specialized in painting cave 
interior landscapes, painted 19 watercolor 
sketches and oils in Mammoth Cave, Flint 
Ridge caves, Owl Cave, Hidden River Cave, 
and others. Some paintings were exhibited at 
the International Speleological Congress in 
Bowling Green in 1981, and one of Mammoth 
Cave is reproduced in the 1979 booklet Jean 
Truel, Peintre des Gouffres, which includes 
an article co-authored by CRF member 
Richard Watson. Foundation members, such 
as Jim Dyer, Bill Austin, Arthur Palmer, Pete Lindsley, Dave Des-Marais, and Roger Brucker, are 
accomplished and award-winning cave photographers whose work in the Mammoth Cave area has 
been published and exhibited (Cave Research Foundation 1979, 1980, 1981). Dyer and Austin’s 
Man Underground series “is still one of the best photographic evocations of our kind of caving” 
(Cave Research Foundation 1979:58). 

Figure 88. 1978 Watercolor Painting by Sheldon Helfman of an 
Unidentified Cave in the Mammoth Cave Area (Cave Research 
Foundation 1979:59). 

The foundation has supported and inspired several musicians. Caver Barbara MacLeod composed 
the music and words for and performed several ballads about CRF cavers, the most famous of 
which is The Grand Kentucky Junction about the historic connection between the Flint Ridge and 
Mammoth Cave systems in 1972 (Cave Research Foundation 1979, 1980, 1981). Two stanzas of the 
eight-minute ballad describe the long trudge toward linking the cave systems (MacLeod 1973:62). 

Ten years of persistence underground; 
Through canyons tight by carbide light  
They mapped and turned around. 
A southwest lead their only need 
As nightfall brushed the hill; 
A decade’s tales of crawlways 
And indomitable will. 

Flint Ridge and Mammoth Cave Ridge side by side; 
And in between, a deep ravine 
Explorers’ dreams defied; 
Year after year, they came so near 
In canyons miles inside; 
But Houchins Valley won again 
As hope was born – and died. 
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MacLeod (as quoted in Brinson 2005:12), who composed the ballad just months after the 
discovery, wrote “after reading Pat Crowther’s very moving account of the connection I was 
overwhelmed by empathy and nostalgia, so I wrote this song. Whisht I could have been there.” 
Her work won first place in the second annual Cave Ballad Salon at the annual meeting of the 
National Speleological Society. Along with other entries, MacLeod’s song was released by the 
NSS on an LP album entitled The Grand Kentucky Junction (Brinson 2005).  

In other examples, in 1973 CRF member and bluegrass musician P. Gary Eller wrote the words 
and music for a ballad called The Loose Tube Blues about the efforts to connect Flint Ridge and 
Mammoth Cave systems (Cave Research Foundation 1999:17). With the financial and logistical 
support of the foundation, American composer Robert A. Wykes recorded water sounds in local 
caves, using the sounds to compose original electronic music that served as the theme for the 1981 
International Speleological Congress in Bowling Green (Cave Research Foundation 1979, 1980, 
1981).  

In literature, the foundation supported award-winning author Donald Finkel’s work on two 
long-form, free verse poems inspired by the caves. Answer Back (1968) features six poems, five 
of which are named after local cave passages, arranged in the metaphor of exploring a cave. Going 
Under (1978) also centers on cave exploration (Cave Research Foundation 1979). The author 
described the latter book as follows.  

Employing the characters of Stephen Bishop and Floyd Collins as guides, I intended the 
poem as an exploration of the experience of caving itself. Following them through their 
personal histories and their respective caves, I wanted to sketch out a kind of memory map, 
not only of a region, or an era, but of a mysterious passion. The individual passages of the 
poem were to me like passages on Stephen’s map, some of which went (and still go), some 
of which pinch off, some of which are difficult of access, and some of which are gloriously 
easy, walking cave. In one sense, the poem is essentially linear, to be read in sequence, at 
least at first. Thereafter, however, the image I wanted most to sustain was that of a complex 
interlocking system, like Flint/Mammoth/Joppa, all parts existing simultaneously, though 
all the connections have yet to be discovered (Finkel as quoted in Cave Research 
Foundation 1979:58). 

Several Foundation members wrote novels based on or inspired by their experiences in Flint 
Ridge and other local caves. For instance, Richard Watson’s Under Plowman’s Floor: A Novel 
(1978) is the story of an ordinary man, Fred Lawson, who develops a lifelong devotion, nay 
obsession, to caving. After decades of exploration, he is selected to lead expeditions in the virgin 
caves of under a Kentucky valley called Plowman’s Floor. Seduced by inner need, he begins secret 
solo caving trips into the passageways, resulting in his death alone underground and insuring his 
legacy as a caving legend. The novel helps to answer the question of why cavers are driven to cave 
(Cave Research Foundation 1979). 

Partnerships and Collaborations 

The Cave Research Foundation has partnered with a number of individuals and organizations in 
the Mammoth Cave area. Not surprisingly, the CRF’s primary and constant partner in Kentucky 
over the last 60 years has been Mammoth Cave National Park. The relationship is not exclusive, 
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as the park works with other cave researchers and the foundation collaborates with other groups 
on projects in the Mammoth Cave area, such as universities, state agencies, other caving 
organizations, commercial cave operators, community organizations, and private landowners. 

As described below, the relationship between the Cave Research Foundation and Mammoth 
Cave National Park and their members/employees changed considerably over time, from contentious 
to collaborative and from informal to formal. Park employees now work regularly with the 
foundation on specific research and resource management projects in the park, and a number of 
Park employees are also Foundation members. CRF’s relationship with Mammoth Cave National 
Park is unique among associated communities because it is formalized through a renewable over-
arching memorandum of understanding between the foundation and the National Park Service and 
a renewable overarching operating agreement between the foundation and the park, as well as 
through project-specific cooperative agreements. 

The National Park Service initially did not welcome the activities of the cavers who explored 
the caves on Flint Ridge and created the Cave Research Foundation. There were several reasons, 
a primary one being miscommunication and misunderstanding. Most of the cavers were from out-
of-state, especially from Ohio, and were not known to Park officials, who had few ways to judge 
the sincerity and appropriateness of the cavers’ motives (Olson 2015). The cavers the park 
administrators “did not understand or appreciate each other’s priorities and motivations. Park 
administrators … would view cave explorers from Ohio as somewhat eccentric young enthusiasts 
who wanted to do something risky in the park. The entrapment and death of Floyd Collins had 
occurred only 30 years before, and this was not the kind of notoriety the park wanted or needed” 
(Olson 2015:97). At the same time, the cavers, many of whom were college students and went to 
great personal expense and trouble traveling long distances to the Mammoth Cave area, sometimes 
hitchhiking and walking to make the trip, were appalled that “NPS staff lived right on top of or 
near park caves, yet did not explore them” (Olson 2015:97).  

Second, the early cavers worked in caves, most notably Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave and 
Unknown Cave, located on a private inholding that the park strongly desired to own. There was 
an existing animosity between Park officials and the owners/managers who operated Crystal Cave 
commercially in competition with Mammoth Cave, especially the property manager in the 1950s, 
Bill Austin (Brucker and Watson 1987, Olson 2015, Smith 2003). Like other local commercial 
cave operators, Austin’s family, the Thomas’ of Horse Cave, saw the national park “as a powerful 
government monopoly intent on driving public cave operators out of business” (Smith 2003:3). 
Austin co-organized the Flint Ridge Reconnaissance caving group, who assisted him with 
exploring the caves on the inholding, making connections among caves, and blasting new 
entrances like the Austin Entrance into Crystal Cave, all activities that the Park Service viewed as 
making it more difficult to eventually purchase the inholding. The Park was unhappily obligated 
to maintain roads that traversed across park lands to the privately operated competing show cave. 
Further, though the cavers legally accessed the caves through entrances on private property, they 
often moved through passages that extended under park lands, essentially trespassing on federal 
property, and some cavers occasionally broke into gated caves on Park property, such as Salts 
Cave (Brucker and Watson 1987, Smith 2003).  

Third, the cavers’ work expanding the surveys in individual caves and connecting caves on 
Flint Ridge lengthened the system to an extent that rivaled the length of nearby Mammoth Cave. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 534 

In an attempt to gain scientific credibility, and to goad the Park Service to prove that Mammoth 
Cave was not 150 miles long as claimed, in 1955 some cavers presented a paper at the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science meeting in which they claimed the then 23-mile-long 
Flint Ridge cave system was the longest in the world, when they knew Mammoth Cave reportedly 
had about 45 miles of mapped passages at that time (Brucker and Watson 1987). “The Park Service 
officials chose not to defend their claim. The [cavers’] ploy succeeded only in annoying those 
officials, who knew how long Mammoth Cave actually was, but could not say so because they 
were bound to the official figure of 150 miles” (Brucker and Watson 1987:81). 

The tensions notwithstanding, the cavers realized, in part on their own and in part on the advice 
of then park ranger Joseph Kulesza, that further research to fulfill their hopes of connecting the 
Flint Ridge caves and, ultimately, the Flint Ridge and Mammoth Cave systems, would require 
collaboration, not antagonism, with the park and years of sustained surveying efforts (Brucker and 
Watson 1987, Olson 2015). “And everyone agreed that only a scientific-research organization 
could gain access to the caves of Mammoth Cave National Park” (Brucker and Watson 1987:83). 
“Now what was needed was an organization to make these new cavers acceptable to the officials 
of Mammoth Cave National Park” because “cavers just as cavers had no clout against the Park 
Service bureaucrats” (Brucker and Watson 1987:85). The resulting Cave Research Foundation 
proposed “a legitimate program of scientific research” and, given the paucity of “established cave 
scientists in the United States,” recruited scientists in other disciplines and, through training and 
funding, helped “college students to become cave scientists” in order to quickly establish its 
legitimacy (Brucker and Watson 1987:85). In addition to formation of the CRF,  

the early opposition of the National Park Service stimulated two further responses that 
guaranteed the cohesion and the determination of the Flint Ridge cavers. It made secrecy 
necessary, because … the cavers ranged far out under Mammoth Cave National Park land. 
And then by opposing exploration in Park caves, the Park Service became the ultimate 
villain. The cavers were held together by sharing secrets, and because the frustrations of 
internal dissension often could be vented against the Park Service bureaucrats who did not 
know their cave from a hole in the ground (Brucker and Watson 1987:85). 

The Park’s initial response to formation of the foundation was skepticism. According to 
Brucker and Watson (1987:86), 

Superintendent Perry Brown weighed the new Cave Research Foundation image against 
the backgrounds of its members. Dr. Pohl and Bill Austin were running a private cave – 
Crystal Cave – within Mammoth Cave National Park. The C-3 expedition [in 1954] had 
resulted in publicity that increased the value of Crystal Cave, which the National Park 
Service was trying to buy. Robert Halmi’s True Magazine [photo essay about the C-3 
expedition] had stressed danger, and Superintendent Brown was not interested in 
encouraging dangerous activity in the park. Joe Lawrence, Jr. and Roger Brucker had 
written The Caves Beyond [about the C-3 expedition], in which some of the ineptitude of 
the cavers had been outlined. Finally, the Superintendent knew or suspected that some of 
the new scientists had in the past trespassed in the caves of Mammoth Cave National Park. 
It was hard for anyone to ignore the loud rattling of skeletons in the Cave Research 
Foundation’s closet. 
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“However, Phil Smith’s hundreds of hours of negotiation with Park Service officials paid off. 
In 1959 the National Park Service signed an agreement allowing the Cave Research Foundation to 
conduct scientific research in Mammoth Cave National Park” (Brucker and Watson 1987:86). 
Nonetheless, the park prohibited the foundation from surveying in Mammoth Cave and other caves 
under Mammoth Cave Ridge over the next decade until 1969 (Sides 2002).  

Over the coming years, one key to the foundation’s successful collaboration with the park was 
the consistent cadre of committed volunteers who provided stability to the local cave exploration 
program in the face of frequent staff changes at the park. Because of the Park Service’s policies 
on promotion and transfer, between 1954 and 1972  

six different superintendents and as many chief naturalists passed through Mammoth Cave 
National Park. What happens in such situations is that the amount of specialized knowledge 
about a park that can be amassed and comprehended by the long-term members of an 
organization like the Cave Research Foundation often exceeds that of the transient 
management of the park itself. Depending on many factors, such local groups either are 
resented by Park Service officials, or are viewed by them as valuable resources. Over the 
years, Cave Research Foundation contributions have been seen as valuable, not just for 
Mammoth Cave National Park, but for the Park Service as a whole wherever attention is 
focused on caves (Brucker and Watson 1987:86).  

Several Foundation members have argued that the hiring of former ranger Joseph Kulesza as 
Park superintendent in 1971 marked a major positive milestone in the foundation’s relationship 
with the park, as he encouraged cave research and exploration (Brucker and Watson 1987, Sides 
2002). As Roger Brucker recounted in a 1991 interview, 

CRFs greatest success I think was about the time Joe Kulesza became Superintendent of 
the Park. Joe was the first friend who began to pave the way for CRF to become more 
productive and less adversarial. To my mind that was the turning point in CRF’s becoming 
legitimate. … From that point on, the cooperation with the park really grew. There were 
still people around who thought we were up to no damn good and we were just cave 
explorers. We doubled our zeal to become more scientific, more respectable, more 
legitimate (Hagan and Sutton 1991:12). 

Over time, the relationship between the foundation and the park has become a model for other 
civilian-federal collaborations in the U.S. Writing some four decades after the CRF’s 
incorporation, former president Sarah Bishop (1998:4) wrote, 

Year after year we have made significant contributions to knowledge about the features in 
the parks where we do our work. … Few other parks enjoy so productive a long-term 
relationship with a private organization as Mammoth Cave and our other park sites enjoy 
with us. … The Cave Research Foundation is still the best model for a research-based 
partnership with a national park. We have been cited many times for our accomplishments. 

Years ago our national-level agreement with the park Service was cited as the example 
others should follow. We can take the lion’s share of the credit for Mammoth Cave’s being 
named to the World Heritage List. The park staff then succeeded in making it a Biosphere 
Reserve. … We do good work. We have always done good work. We are positioning 
ourselves to continue to do good work. … after 40 years, CRF is still the premier cave 
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research organization. 

Besides Mammoth Cave National Park, the Cave Research Foundation has collaborated with 
numerous universities and colleges on projects in the Mammoth Cave area over the last six 
decades. As described previously, the foundation logistically and financially supports graduate 
students’ cave and karst research, distributing hundreds of thousands of dollars in grants since its 
incorporation. Similarly, the foundation supports faculty research projects with funding, maps and 
other data, lab space, field crews, and logistical assistance. In addition, Foundation members lead 
local field trips for college courses; in 2006, for instance, they provided field trips for Morehead 
College students in February, Miami University in March, University of Florida in April, and 
Clemson University and University of Illinois in May. Foundation members also teach special 
courses for universities (Cave Research Foundation 2008, 2016f). 

Given its proximity, the foundation has a close relationship with Western Kentucky University 
in Bowling Green. Since 1979 CRF members like Roger Brucker, George Crothers, Arthur Palmer, 
Stanley Sides, Patty Jo Watson, and William White have taught summer short courses on caves 
and karst in the Mammoth Cave National Park area through the Department of Geography and 
Geology and the Center for Cave and Karst Studies at WKU. Over 1,000 students have completed 
the courses in topics such as karst hydrology, cave ecology, and cave archeology using local cave 
and karst resources as an outdoor classroom. Since the Hamilton Valley Research Station was 
dedicated in 2000 (see below), the courses have been held at the CRF facility (Groves and White 
2008). 

A number of faculty, staff, and students at WKU have partnered with the foundation on a wide 
range of research projects, and faculty regularly use the park for course projects and field trips. 
Most of them are also CRF members who not only collaborate on research but also serve in the 
foundation’s leadership, including several past presidents. The same is true of partnerships with 
other universities: the collaborations often involve faculty, staff, and students who also are CRF 
members. The institutions have provided varying types and levels of support to these individuals. 
A sample of institutions and researchers is provided in Table 55.  

Table 55. Examples of CRF Members Affiliated with Universities Who Have Worked in the Mam-
moth Cave Area (Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1966, 1991, 2003a; White and White 1989).  

University  CRF Members 

Arizona State University Joseph Davidson 

Eastern Kentucky University Ralph O. Ewers 

The Ohio State University Roy Carwile, Joseph Davidson, Edward Hawkinson 

Pennsylvania State University George H. Deike, Michael F. Ehman, James R. Fischer, John W. 
Hess, Ira D. Sasowsky, William B. White, Elizabeth L. White 

State University of New York Arthur N. Palmer, Margaret Palmer 

University of Illinois Thomas L. Poulson, Paul Richards 

University of Kentucky George M. Crothers, Louise M. Robbins 

University of Louisville Philip J. DiBlasi 

 
Table 55. Examples of CRF Members Affiliated with Universities Who Have Worked in the Mam-
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moth Cave Area (continued).  
University  CRF Members 

University of New Mexico Stephen G. Wells 

University of Notre Dame Brother G. Nicholas, Thomas L. Poulson 

University of Texas James F. Quinlan, Jr. 

Washington University Kenneth C. Carstens, Angela Gordon, Elizabeth T. Horton, Patty Jo 
Watson, Richard A. Watson 

Western Kentucky University Chris Groves, Patricia Kambesis, Rickard Toomey, Jim Smith, 
Elizabeth Winkler 

Yale University David Culver, Thomas L. Poulson 

 
Other university-affiliated researchers who are not members have worked with the foundation in 

the Mammoth Cave area. As with the CRF members, these individuals have received different 
types and levels of support from their institutions, such as grants awarded to scholars Sheldon 
Helfin and Robert Wykes (see above) by Washington University. The foundation provides non-
member researchers various types of assistance, such as maps, other data, and logistical support 
in the field. Other examples of scholars who have collaborated with the CRF include biologist 
John S. Hall (Albright College), archeologist/paleoethnobotanist Richard Yarnell (Emory Uni-
versity), mineralogist Frederick R. Siegel (University of Kansas), and chemical engineer Rane L. 
Curl (University of Michigan) (Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1967, 1979, 1980, 1981). 

State agencies are another group of organizations that have partnered with the CRF in the 
Mammoth Cave area. The foundation has worked with several government agencies in the 
Commonwealth, such as the Kentucky Geological Survey, Kentucky Office of Geographic Infor-
mation Systems, and Kentucky Division of Water, on aquifer hazard mapping, information coding 
systems, and other projects. The foundation has worked with the Illinois State Museum on 

archeology, palynology, and paleontology initiatives in and near the park (Cave Research 

Foundation 1966, 2003a, 2016g).  

Another Foundation partner is other caving organizations. In this case, the two main CRF 

collaborators locally are the American Cave Conservation Association (ACCA) and American 

Cave Museum in Horse Cave and the Central Kentucky Karst Coalition. The foundation has 

worked with David Foster and the ACCA on documenting cave biota, collecting geospatial data, 

and mapping in Hidden River Cave, where the ACCA headquarters are located. The foundation 

assisted the ACCA with pollution cleanup efforts in Hidden River Cave and its drainage basin, 

and the ACCA joined the foundation to remediate karst resources in the park. The CRF, the ACCA, 

and the National Speleological Society maintain a joint Central Kentucky Karst library (Cave 

Research Foundation 1998, 2000, 2003a).  

As described previously, since the late 1970s, the foundation has worked with the Central 

Kentucky Karst Coalition exploring and mapping Roppel Cave. In June 1999 the foundation and 

the coalition established a formal partnership to continue that initiative and to develop other 

projects in the Mammoth Cave area. The CKKC uses the CRF Hamilton Valley field station to run 

some of its local expeditions (Cave Research Foundation 1998, 2000, 2003a).  
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There is little documentation in CRF newsletters and annual reports to indicate collaborations 

with National Speleological Society grottos and other caving groups in the Mammoth Cave area, 

though such partnerships are reported in other CRF operations areas and there are a number of 

these groups operating in the region according to the Kentucky Speleological Survey (n.d.:1): 

• the Central Indiana Grotto of the NSS works in south-central Kentucky (Central Indiana 

Grotto 2013);  

• the Detroit Urban Grotto of the NSS operates on Fisher Ridge (Detroit Urban Grotto n.d.); 

• the Green River Grotto, which is based in Bowling Green and largely comprised of WKU 

students, works in southern Kentucky (no web site); 

• the Hart of Kentucky Grotto of the NSS works in Hart and surrounding counties (no web 

site); 

• the James Cave Project is based in Morgantown and operates in Edmonson County caves 

(no web site); 

• Karst Environmental Education and Protection (KEEP), a coalition working in north 

Warren County, was organized initially in 2001 to oppose the Inter-Modal Trans-

portation Authority and its development of a trimodal transpark near Bowling Green 

(Karst Environmental Education and Protection 2011, Steward 2001); and  

• the Louisville Grotto of the NSS operates locally near Bonnieville in northern Hart 

County, where it owns and operates Lonestar Preserve with five caves, and organizes an 

annual Speleofest caving festival (Louisville Grotto n.d.).  

Internet searches failed to produce data indicating that the foundation collaborates with these 

groups on projects in the local area, though several of these organizations include members who 

are Foundation affiliates, such as Roger Brucker at KEEP (Karst Environmental Education and 

Protection 2011, Steward 2001) and Pat Kambesis at Hart of Kentucky Grotto (No Author 2016). 

Another group, the Baltimore Grotto of the NSS, reportedly “caves with CRF at Mammoth Cave” 

(Kentucky Speleological Survey n.d.:1), but there is no mention of Kentucky currently on the 

grotto’s internet site (Baltimore Grotto 2006).  

The limited nature of collaborations between the foundation and caving grottos may be related 

to ongoing perceptions and accusations that the CRF is an elitist caving organization. Such views 

were expressed recently in a thread on Cavechat.org (2011), an electronic forum of the NSS, when 

a novice asked about opportunities to assist with cave surveys in Michigan. One CRF member 

replied to the post, saying that many northern cavers work at Mammoth Cave with the CRF, and 

membership in the foundation would be required to participate. A Tennessee caver then replied as 
follows: “You will probably have a lot more fun (if that is what you want) caving with non CRF. 
But if you are wanting to be ‘special’ and secretive and cliquish, and elitist (at least they think they 
are), then CRF might be right for you. There are probably dozens of cave survey projects in TAG 
[Tennessee-Alabama-Georgia] that CRF never heard of or got invited to. For reasons....” 
(Cavechat.org 2011:5). In reply, a CRF member disagreed. 

We are so secretive we post our newsletter with trip reports on the frontpage [sic] of our 
website … . I’m so cliquish I cave with folks from just about every grotto in the state and 

http://cavechat.org/
http://cavechat.org/
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often on CRF trips with people I have never caved with before in my life. CRF does vett 
[sic] people before sending them off into the 390 mile long cave to be sure, but the hoop to 
jump through is a ‘can I trust you not to screw this up for everybody’ hoop. ... Seriously, 
though being involved in the local CRF projects is not hard, we do have to follow rules that 
‘the man’ lays down for us, but we have a lot of fun too. We do have objectives, goals, and 
structure, needed if you are going to fulfill a contract, and it’s less free form caving” 
(Cavechat.org 2011:6). 

Lifetime Foundation member Roger Brucker gave an unapologetic response, also noting the 

differences between the science-oriented cave organization and sport-related cave groups, when 

asked in an interview if the CRF is elitist. 

I think it’s true. I think it was true from the beginning and was set out to be deliberately 
true. I don’t think on the other hand that CRF was hard to get into. People who wanted to 
get in, got in. But there are an awful lot of people who cave on Saturdays who enjoy what 
I call gossip and scandal. CRF was certainly gossip and scandal to those people; ‘They 
require people to sign in and out. They require people to survey.’ It sounded pretty odious, 
not really something people wanted to do much. Occasionally you got new people into 
CRF who found that this satisfied them far more than average Saturday caving, and they 
made life insufferable when they’d go back to their cave groups and say, ‘Down at Flint 
Ridge we go 12, 15 hours into the cave. What do you mean we can’t go 8 hours?’ So they 
added to the CRF reputation as a bunch of hard-assed, elitist cavers with an awful lot of 
organization. Well the organization was real. So I don’t think I’d apologize for any elitist 
view, except to say it always was easy to get into (Hagan and Sutton 1991:14). 

Regarding collaborations with community organizations in the Mammoth Cave area, since the 
1970s the Barren River Area Development District (BRADD) has commissioned a number of 
environmental and economic impact assessments in the Mammoth Cave area, and the foundation 
has contributed labor, data, and maps to the efforts (National Park Service 1976). The CRF worked 
with BRADD and other aforementioned groups to develop “a minimal content standard [and 
computer software] for the collection of cave survey data” (Cave Research Foundation 1998:16), 
the major role of BRADD being dissemination of the results to the public via its web site (Cave 
Research Foundation 2000). In an educational outreach initiative, the foundation’s Kentucky 

Library Project involved distributing free-of-charge over 150 books about local caves and karst to 

19 public libraries in the counties surrounding Mammoth Cave (Cave Research Foundation 1986).  

In addition to Hidden River Cave, the Cave Research Foundation has collaborated with at least 
two other commercial cave operations near the park. Foundation members conducted survey and 
inventory work at Diamond Caverns, the second oldest show cave in the area, and Cub Run Cave, 

one of the newest but now closed. Foundation teams discovered virgin passages with well-

developed cave formations in Diamond Caverns, as well as new passages not yet connected to the 

rest of the cave (Cave Research Foundation 2003a, Sides 2006). In 1999, five members of the 

foundation and their spouses – Gary and Susan Berdeaux, Larry and Mayo McCarty, Roger and 
Carol McClure, Stanley and Kay Sides, and Gordon and Judy Smith – purchased Diamond Caverns 

“intent on enhancing the cave as a historic commercial attraction and developing a national 
museum for the show cave industry” (Sides 2006:1).  

http://cavechat.org/
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Finally, the foundation partners with private landowners in the Mammoth Cave area, who 

permit access into caves on their property where the researchers survey and map cave passages, 

investigate other karst features such as sinkholes, document and assess cultural and natural 

resources associated with karst features, and assist property owners with preservation and 

conservation efforts. The foundation often provides landowners with copies of the resulting maps 

for the caves on their property, such as the owners of Jackpot and Martin Ridge caves (Cave 

Research Foundation 2012a).  

The foundation also has worked with private landowners who have on their property entrances 

into caves that run under federal land. For example, “a hidden problem underlay the discovery of 

the connection between Mammoth Cave and Proctor Cave in Joppa Ridge. Hawkins River, the 

major underground trunk drainage, also connected to a cave entrance located off park lands. CRF 

concealed the existence of this entrance while entering into negotiations with a friendly landowner 

to lease the entrance. A provision of the lease permitted CRF to erect a gate to control possible 

unauthorized entry and vandalism” (Cave Research Foundation 1981:40). Such actions may be 

difficult and challenging financially, legally, and perceptually for the park to undertake, so the 

foundation is providing an important service to the park in such partnerships. 

In another collaboration, with the help of landowner Charles K. Elmore, the foundation was 

instrumental in insuring the protection of Mill Hole Farm, which has a large karst window south 

of the park (Cave Research Foundation 1975). The property now is listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places (Oppel et al. 1997). Other landowners with whom the foundation has worked 

include Elroy and Marilyn Daleo, Bill Downey, John Logsdon, and Jerry Roppel (Borden and 

Brucker 2000).  

CRF Facilities 

During its 60-year history in the Mammoth Cave area, the Cave Research Foundation has 
maintained a physical presence in and near the park in terms of facilities for housing volunteers 
during expeditions, storing equipment, and other Foundation activities. There have been three 
geographic locations for the foundation’s facilities: Flint Ridge (1957-1991), Maple Springs 
(1991-2000), and Hamilton Valley adjacent to Flint Ridge (1996-present). For the first few years, 
the facilities were located outside the park boundaries on a private inholding, until that property 
was purchased by the park. In the park for over four decades, the home base shifted from the south 
side to the north side of Green River. The foundation’s headquarters are now located back on 
private property, this time on land that the foundation owns just outside the east Park boundary 
(Earlandson 2008, McClure et al. 1994, Sides 2002). 

The first home base of the foundation was on the former Leonidas (Lee) Collins’ Crystal Cave 
family farm on Flint Ridge, on the south side of Green River within the current boundaries of the 
park. When modern cave exploration on Flint Ridge commenced in the 1940s, the former Collins 
farm was part of a private inholding purchased for $10,000 by Dr. Harry B. Thomas of Horse Cave 
in 1927 (Brucker and Watson 1987, Corrie 2012, McClure et al. 1994, Smith 2003). “Both the 
Collins family and Dr. Thomas were prominent enough in the Mammoth Cave area community to 
avoid condemnation of the property by the state government for the proposed national park” (Lally 
1989b:9-10). Alternatively, the Crystal Cave property remained in private hands because the sale 
price was too high (Bridwell 1971).  
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Dr. Thomas continued to operate the commercial show cave, now featuring the coffin and 
headstone of Floyd Collins inside Crystal Cave, and constructed a ticket office near the Collins 
House circa 1927, as well as an aluminum-sided house in the 1940s. Thomas’ grandson, Bill 
Austin, moved into the latter house in 1951, which came to be known as the Austin House, and 
with the help of his uncle, Dr. E. Robert Pohl, managed the property and operated Floyd Collins’ 
Crystal Cave as a tourist attraction in direct competition with Mammoth Cave (Brucker and 
Watson 1987, Lally 1989b, McClure et al. 1994, Smith 2003). Beginning in 1957, the newly 
incorporated Cave Research Foundation operated from a small frame structure (Figure 89) on the 
Crystal Cave inholding, about one-quarter mile from the Collins and Austin houses. Accommo-
dations were sparse at the so-called “Spelee Hut” (Earlandson 2008, McClure et al. 1994, Smith 
2003). “For sixteen years, the crude sixteen-by-twenty-foot Spelee Hut built by members of the 
Central Ohio Grotto of the National Speleological Society in 1956 had served as kitchen, 
operations center, and bunkhouse” for Foundation volunteers (Brucker and Watson 1987:172). 

Figure 89. Photograph of the Spelee Hut Relocated at the CRF Hamilton Valley Research Station (Tester n.d.). 

In April 1961, the National Park Service purchased the Crystal Cave inholding for $285,000 
and closed the cave to tourists (Bridwell 1971, National Park Service 1976). Through a lease 
agreement and use permit, the park allowed the Cave Research Foundation to continue using the 
property on Flint Ridge, now located inside the park boundaries, as its headquarters for another 30 
years. Foundation volunteers used the Spelee Hut until circa 1971-1973. They also used the so-
called Back House, which was the former residence for Crystal Cave guides located behind the 
Collins House, for sleeping quarters until it was destroyed in 1990 by a falling tree. The Ticket 
Office was used for storage (Brucker and Watson 1987, No Author 1991, Sides 2002). Later, “the 
Collins House served as the bunkhouse for CRF expeditions, with the kitchen and meeting rooms 
in the nearby Austin House” (Earlandson 2008:xii-xiii). The facilities used by the foundation were 
serviced by a septic system (National Park Service 1976).  

With few exceptions, the foundation was the only non-government group using the Crystal Cave 
facilities on Flint Ridge between 1961-1991, though the relationships between the park and the 
foundation was strained at times. In the late 1960s the tensions stemmed in large part from the 
foundation’s constant complaints to the park that individuals from the newly opened Great Onyx Job 
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Corps camp nearby were vandalizing CRF facilities and breaking into Crystal Cave, and that 
pollution from the camp was damaging the Flint Ridge cave system (McClure et al. 1994, Sides 
2002). “A special concern for CRF was whether the NPS would force us off Flint Ridge if we 
prevailed in having the Job Corps leave the ridge” (Sides 2002:3). Relations between the foundation 
the park improved, however, in 1971 when Joseph Kulesza became superintendent. “He was the first 
superintendent to recognize that cavers and their activities were important resources to manage for 
the good of the park. He told us CRF could plan on remaining on Flint Ridge about another 10 years, 
but we would eventually be forced to leave. He was off by about 10 years as events unfolded” (Sides 
2002:4). “The NPS [had] decided the Flint Ridge site was unsuitable for permanent occupancy, citing 
problems with sewage disposal and the use of historic structures” (No Author 1991:1).  

Two significant events occurred in 1991. First, the Crystal Cave Historic District was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places as “the only intact commercial cave complex within the 
boundaries of Mammoth Cave National Park” (Lally 1989b:3,8). The district has two contributing 
buildings, two structures, and three sites: Collins House, Crystal Cave Ticket Office, sandstone 
stairway to Crystal Cave, sandstone walls surrounding Crystal Cave entrance, Crystal Cave 
entrance (MACA-68, 15Ed6), path from Ticket Office to cave entrance, and visitor gathering yard 
(Lally 1989b). There are reports, however, that the Collins House is not original: “In the early 
1930’s, the original [Lee Collins] house was torn down and replaced by the present ‘Floyd Collins’ 
Home’” by Dr. Thomas (No Author 1991:1). Two non-contributing properties, the Austin House 
and Spelee Hut, were removed in 1996; the former was demolished and is a recorded archeological 
site (MACA-94, 15Ed25) and the latter was relocated to outside the park (see below and Figure 
89). Sometime between 2005-2008, the Collins House and the Ticket Office were restored and 
repainted in original colors (Figures 40-41). The foundation assists the park with maintaining the 
historic district (Earlandson 2008, No Author 2000, Prentice 1993). 

Figure 90. Photographs of the Front and Rear Elevations of the Floyd Collins House in 2008. 

Also in 1991, the foundation’s facilities moved to its second location, shifting from Flint Ridge 
to Maple Springs on the north side of Green River in the central part of the park (McClure et al. 
1994). “Superintendent David Mihalic notified CRF in 1990 our use permit would not be renewed 
on Flint Ridge, and we must move across Green River to Maple Springs Research Center. The 
Thanksgiving 1990 Expedition was the final CRF expedition at Floyd Collins Crystal Cave. We 
moved equipment and supplies to Maple Springs, and began 1991 expeditions from our new base 
shared with many other groups” (Sides 2002:4). 
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Figure 91. Photographs of the South and West Elevations of the Crystal Cave Ticket Office in 2008. 

Maple Springs had some advantages compared to Flint Ridge, such as more room to house 
volunteers and more showers. On the other hand, unlike the facilities on the Crystal Cave property, 
the foundation shared the former Maple Springs Ranger Station facilities with other groups 
working in the park, which made it challenging to schedule scientific expeditions in the area. And 
Maple Springs was on the “wrong side” of the river in certain ways. The Mammoth-Flint Ridge 
cave system and most of the caves in the area are on the south side of the river. The unreliability 
of the ferry made transportation and safety a concern. More importantly, the CRF had a strong 
sentimental and historical connection to Flint Ridge, which made it difficult to leave (Hagan and 
Sutton 1991, McClure et al. 1994, Sides 2002). 

Given that the foundation had always desired having an independent headquarters outside the 
park, coupled with its eminent departure from the Crystal Cave property on Flint Ridge, in 1989 
the Board of Directors initiated a building fund to purchase private property outside the park for 
constructing facilities to serve as both a local research station/operations center and a national 
headquarters for the foundation. In 1992 the foundation bought the 196-acre Hershell Adwell farm 
at Hamilton Valley and a small tract along Hamilton Valley Road, just east of the eastern boundary 
of the park in Hart County. The property cost $90,069, almost half of which came from Foundation 
funds and over half from contributions to the building fund by 39 CRF members (McClure et al. 
1994, Sides 2002).  

As the foundation continued to operate out of Maple Springs, development of the new 
Hamilton Valley property began. In short order, a road was built, a deep water well was drilled, 
and electricity was made available. Architectural plans for a new field station were designed and 
drafted. The old “Tenant House” (a.k.a., “Hoffmaster House”) on the property was refurbished for 
use by some CRF projects beginning with the Easter 1996 expedition. After several more years of 
fundraising, construction on the new field station commenced in 1998, with Alliance Construction 
of Glasgow completing most of the work. The new facilities were dedicated in the fall of 2000, 
when the foundation’s home base shifted permanently from Maple Springs. The Hamilton Valley 
project cost about $500,000, with $125,000 for land and land development and $375,000 for 
structures (McClure et al. 1994, Sides 2002). “The foundation had come full circle, returning to 
the eastern edge of Flint Ridge through the strength of the commitment of its members to recapture 
the dream of the caves beyond the upper levels of Floyd Collins Crystal Cave” (Sides 2002:6).  

Architect Rod Henmi designed the CRF facilities at Hamilton Valley and Volker-Winn, an 
architectural firm in Louisville, drafted the plans. The main building or field house that overlooks the 
karst valley is a split-face cement block structure measuring 3,300 sq ft (Figure 92). Its great hall is 
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an open multipurpose space with a bank of windows and stone fireplace; it serves as a dining hall, 
meeting room, and social space. The main building also has a large commercial kitchen and pantry, 
toilets and showers, two lab rooms, several storage closets, and a wrap-around porch. In addition 
to the main building, the field station has one utility building and two heated/cooled 20-person 
dormitories or bunkhouses constructed in the same style and materials (Figure 92). Each dorm has 
five rooms that accommodate four persons each with bunk beds and floor-to-ceiling storage units 
(Hoffmaster 1998, McClure et al. 1994, Watson 1998). Though the design is con-temporary, 
Henmi sought inspiration in local architecture. “The low eaves and large porches of the field station 
are reminiscent of the [Crystal Cave] ticket office” and the large covered outdoor areas recall 
aspects of the Spelee Hut and the Austin House (Hoffmaster 1998:14).  

Figure 92. (Left) Main Building or Field House and (Right) Bunkhouse Dormitory at the CRF Hamilton Valley Research Station 
(Cave Research Foundation 2016b). 

At the urging of Roger McClure, a fourth major structure, the CRF Library and Archive, was 
constructed south of the main building in 2011. Foundation member John Feil helped to design the 
structure, and Cave Books provided most of the funding. The archive features fire-resistant storage 
and houses organization documents, maps, slides and photographs, microfiche, book collections, 
original survey books, and Cave Books inventory. The library room also functions as a meeting 
room and classroom. This room features seven-eight donated cherry bookshelves hand-crafted by 
CRF members Preston and Shari Forsythe from timber harvested and kiln-dried on their western 
Kentucky farm (Brucker and Brucker 2011, Hoffmaster 2008). 

Potential CRF Informants 

Given the size of the Cave Research Foundation membership over its 60-year history, as well 
as the numerous groups and individuals with whom the foundation has collaborated, there are 
hundreds of potential informants about the organization. Accordingly, there are opportunities for 
gaining both emic (insiders’) and etic (outsiders’) perspectives about the foundation and its 
operations in the Mammoth Cave area. Because many of the initial and early members of the 
foundation were quite young in age at its formation, a number of them are still living and 
potentially can provide extensive diachronic context and information about the group’s 
development. Additionally, Foundation members with long-term experience in the Mammoth 
Cave area, especially those who have conducted local cultural and historical research, are potential 
informants about other associated communities and ethnographic resources. 

Most of the foundation members identified in the review of literature are potential informants, 
but individuals listed below have particularly high potential to provide diverse insights about the 
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organization. Their relationships to the foundation and their contact information are provided in 
Table 7 in the body of the report. 

• Gary Berdeaux 
• Roger W. Brucker 
• Thomas A. Brucker 
• George M. Crothers 
• Joseph K. Davidson 
• Philip J. DiBlasi 
• P. Gary Eller 
• Charles Fox 
• Chris Groves 
• Joyce E. Hoffmaster 
• David A. Huber 
• Patricia Kambesis 
• Ed Klausner 
• Laurence McCarty 

• Roger McClure 
• Rickard Olson 
• Arthur N. Palmer 
• Margaret V. Palmer 
• Cleveland F. Pinnex 
• Stanley D. Sides 
• Gordon Smith 
• Rickard S. Toomey 
• Patty Jo Watson 
• Dave West 
• William B. White 
• Elizabeth L. White 
• Elizabeth Winkler 
• Richard B. Zopf 

Individuals who have collaborated and partnered with the Cave Research Foundation represent 
another group of potential informants who could provide etic perspectives about the CRF’s work 
in the Mammoth Cave area. Their affiliations and contact information are provided in Table 8 in 
the body of the report. 

• James D. Borden 
• Bobby Carson 
• William Copeland 
• Sarah J. Craighead 
• Nicholas Crawford 
• Charles K. Elmore 
• David Foster 

• Albert Amos Hawkins 
• David A. Mihalic 
• Bruce Powell 
• William Shrewsbury 
• Mary Jo Veluzat 
• Robert H. Ward 

Significant Ethnographic Resources  

Nine cultural resources in the Mammoth Cave area that are listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places are likely significant and important to the Cave Research Foundation and its 
membership based on archival research (Tables 25-26). They are Salts Cave, Crystal Cave Historic 
District, Colossal Cavern Entrance, Great Onyx Cave Entrance, Mammoth Cave Historic District, 
Mammoth Cave Baptist Church and Cemetery, Old Guide [Guides] Cemetery, Maple Springs 
Ranger Station, and Mill Hole Farm. The seven 1991 listings were part of the Historic Resources 
of Mammoth Cave National Park multiple property submission. The listed resources include 
buildings, structures, sites, an archeological site, and cemeteries, as detailed below. They are 
relevant in terms of the foundation’s ongoing archeology, culture history, and spelean history 
research programs and the group’s local field stations. 

Four Flint Ridge caves or cave entrances in the park are listed in the National Register: Salts, 
Crystal, Colossal, and Great Onyx. The former is listed as a prehistoric archeological site, and the 
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latter three, along with Mammoth Cave on Mammoth Cave Ridge, are listed as historical districts 
related to the show cave era in the local area, with Mammoth Cave also having industrial and 
medical areas of significance. Foundation members conduct research on local spelean history, and 
the Register-listed caves are important records of early cave exploration in the Mammoth Cave 
area. Foundation members also are keenly interested in the community history of Flint Ridge, and 
the four “big caves” played key roles in the lives of Flint Ridge families – as water sources, food 
storage locations, moonshining locales, recreation, sources of income and employment – and the 
local tourism industry (DiBlasi 1991; Forsythe 2011a, 2011b; Sides 1972; Warnell and Sides 2016). 
In fact, Foundation cavers regularly name cave passages, cave features, and surface karst features 
after local families and individuals, to honor their memory and to “show that these people existed 
and left their mark” (Forsythe 2011c:7).  

The listed Salts Cave archeological site is important to the foundation for several reasons. It is 
where the group’s archeological research program started, and was the primary focus of that 
program over the first decade of the foundation’s existence. The groundbreaking research by 
Foundation members (e.g., Benington et al. 1963; Watson 1969, 1997) helped to establish the 
scientific credibility that the organization intentionally and strategically sought to cultivate in its 
formational period. Though the foundation’s research was by no means the first archeological 
work completed in the park, the investigations in Salts Cave demonstrated to officials the value of 
sustained, multidisciplinary, scientific archeological research at sites in the park.  

As mentioned previously, in 1991 the Crystal Cave Historic District was listed in the National 
Register under Criteria A (events) and B (people). The area of significance is entertainment/ 
recreation, and the period of significance is 1917-1927 when father and son Lee and Floyd Collins 
discovered, developed, and operated the private show cave in competition with Mammoth, Great 
Onyx, Colossal, and other local commercial caves. The period from 1927-1961 when the Thomas 
family owned and operated the tourist attraction was not included in the nomination (Lally 1989b).  

The district has seven contributing resources: two buildings, two structures, and three sites. 
The Collins House (structure T-74) is a one-story frame structure on a pier stone foundation with 
a corrugated metal roof and weatherboard, sheathing, and board-and-batten siding (Figure 90). 
There are two rooms in the main portion and a one-room ell addition. The Collins family con-
structed the house sometime in the early twentieth century (Lally 1989b), though others contend 
the original Collins home was torn down and replaced by the Thomas family with the current frame 
structure (No Author 1991), and Lee Collins’ obituary states he “had been ill for some time in his 
one room log cabin at the mouth of Crystal Cave” prior to his death (No Author 1936, emphasis 
added). The Crystal Cave Ticket Office (structure T-73) is a two-room frame, weather-board-
covered structure with a dog-trot-like floor plan (Figure 91). Part of the foundation is mortared 
stone and part is piers. Log posts support the wrap-around porch and the hipped roof is covered in 
corrugated metal. Dr. H. B. Thomas constructed the Ticket Office after the period of significance 
(Lally 1989b), so it is unclear why it was included in the historic district. 

The three sites contributing to the district are the curving 50-meter-long dirt and rock path from 
Ticket Office into the sinkhole, the visitor gathering yard near the cave entrance in the sink-hole, 
and the artificially enlarged Crystal Cave entrance (MACA-68, Site 15Ed6) in the sinkhole. The 
two structures are a set of 32 sandstone stairsteps to Crystal Cave and a pair of sandstone walls 
surrounding the Crystal Cave entrance, all constructed by Floyd Collins (Lally 1989b).  
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The Crystal Cave Historic District is highly sig-
nificant for the foundation. Members conduct ongoing 
research on the people who lived here prior to park 
creation and on the tourist attraction operated by the 
Collins and Thomas families. The Crystal Cave property 
and several of the historic structures were the CRF’s first 
field station and served in that capacity for over three 
decades; it was their original “home.” That the CRF assists 
with maintaining the historic district and members 
rendered the buildings in art (Figures 93-94) attest to the 
importance of this ethnographic resource. 

Figure 93. Drawing of the Collins House by CRF 
Member Pat Quinlan (1991:1). 

Figure 94. Undated Drawings of the Floyd Collins House and the Crystal Cave Ticket Office by CRF Member Roberta Burnes 
(1998).  

The Colossal Cavern Entrance (MACA-227) was listed in 1991 as a locally significant historic 
district under Criterion A in the area of entertainment and recreation. The period of significance is 
1895-1929, when the cave was discovered by William Garvin and commercially shown by the 
property owner, the Louisville and Nashville (L & N) Railroad. The district includes three 
contributing properties: the natural cave entrance in the hillside, a mortared limestone block 
retaining wall along one side of the slope and around the entrance door frame, and a set of 
limestone slab steps leading down to the entrance (Lally 1989a).  
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The listed Colossal Cavern historic district is relevant to the foundation in terms of its ongoing 
research on local culture history, especially pre-park families on Flint Ridge and the commercial 
show cave industry. Using archival sources and oral histories, Foundation researchers learned that 
photographer Lyman L. Hazen, whose wife was from the local area, served as the first manager of 
the tourist attraction. He worked for the railroad’s Colossal Cavern Company (chartered in March 
1898) to develop local caves as commercial properties. Hazen and subsequent managers resided 
in a three-room house constructed on the hillside near the entrance, which actually is not a natural 
entrance but was blasted by the railroad. Overnight tourists were accommodated in the manager’s 
house. For several reasons, the cave never gained the commercial success of other show caves in 
the area (DiBlasi 1991, Sides 1971, Warnell and Sides 2016).  

Like Colossal, the Great Onyx Cave Entrance (MACA-232) was listed in 1991 as a locally 
significant historic district under Criterion A in the area of entertainment/recreation. The district has 
five contributing properties. Two sites are the cave entrance that landowner Rev. Levi Porter (L. 
P.) Edwards and Edmund Turner dug and blasted in 1915, and a small, now-gravel-covered 
gathering yard for visitors east of the entrance. Three structures are limestone retaining walls 
supporting the artificial entrance likely constructed in 1915, a metal door frame from an original 
gate on the entrance, and a three-sided entrance building made of cemented limestone blocks 
constructed into the hillside, erected sometime later to control access (Lally 1989c).  

After a dispute and parting with partner 
Edmund Turner, Edwards operated the cave 
from 1915-1926, which is the period of sig-
nificance for the listed district. Like Crystal 
Cave, Great Onyx Cave remained under 
private ownership after the park was created 
because of Edwards’ prominent position in 
the local community (Lally 1989c), though 
Bridwell (1971) indicated that the Great 
Onyx property remained an inholding due to 
inadequate funds to purchase it. According to 
Lally (1989c), the property was valued at 
$396,000 in 1926. The period from 1927-
1961, when Edwards’ daughter and son-in-
law, Lucy (Edwards) and William Perry Cox, assumed ownership and management of the tourist 
attraction, was not included in the nomination. The Park removed a hotel (Figure 95) and cottages 
constructed by Edwards on the hillside above the cave entrance, as well as his residential structures 
(Lally 1989c), after acquiring the property in April 1961 for the sum of $365,000 (Bridwell 1971, 
National Park Service 1976).  

Figure 95. 1920 Postcard by L. P. Edwards of the Great Onyx 
Cave Hotel (www.ebay.com). 

Like Colossal, the listed Great Onyx Cave historic district is relevant to the foundation’s ongoing 
culture history research on pre-park Flint Ridge families and the commercial cave industry. The 
research has focused in particular on development and operation of the tourist attraction and the 
relationship between Edwards and Turner. The foundation’s register project documented historic 
signatures indicating Turner and Floyd Collins may have been exploring the cave in 1914, before 
Edwards hired Turner to look for showable caves on his property (Forsythe 2011a, 2011b; Warnell 
and Sides 2016). Near Great Onyx Cave on Flint Ridge, Matt and Zemmie Bransford operated a 

https://www.ebay.com/
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two-story frame hotel for African American tourists and servants of white tourists in the Mammoth 
Cave area (Section 3.5.4) (DiBlasi 1991).  

The fifth and final Register-listed cave in the park is Mammoth Cave (MACA-215, 15Ed1) 
under Mammoth Cave Ridge. Portions of the extensive cave are part of the Mammoth Cave 
Historic District, a nationally significant district added under Criterion A in three areas and periods 
of significance: industry (1806-1814), entertainment and recreation (1816-1941), and health and 
medicine (1842-1843). The district includes 17 contributing properties concentrated in two parts 
of the cave: the Historic Tour area and the New Entrance area. Five sites are the Historic Entrance, 
Carmichael Entrance, Violet City Entrance, Frozen Niagara Entrance, and Gothic Avenue. Eleven 
structures inside the cave are Saltpeter Mining Works, two stone Tuberculosis Huts, Mushroom 
Beds, Rock Stairs and Walls near Olive’s Bower, Rock Stairs at Gothic Avenue, Rock Wall at 
Gothic Avenue, Rock Wall at Bridal Altar, Rock Wall at Jenny Lind’s Armchair, Albert’s 
Stairway, and Crystal Lake Landing. One object is the cable at Aerobridge Canyon (Lally 1989e). 

The Historic period properties contributing to the Mammoth Cave listing undoubtedly are 
significant ethnographic resources for the foundation and its members. Like the aforementioned 
Flint Ridge caves, Mammoth Cave is extremely relevant for Foundation interests in the culture 
history and spelean history of the local area, as it has been the major focus of exploration, 
economic, and recreational activities. In particular, the two tuberculosis huts relate to research on 
Croghan’s medical experiments by CRF member Harold Meloy and members/physicians Stanley 
Sides and John W. Grover. Their studies considered not only the medical basis and context for the 
19th-century speleotherapy program, but also examined the impacts on individuals within socio-
cultural context (Sides and Meloy 1971, Meloy 1972, Sides 2001). Also of particular importance 
are the saltpeter works. CRF members assisted a Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) 
team with surveying, inventorying, and mapping (Cave Research Foundation 1989). Carol Hill, 
Gary Eller, and others (1974) undertook a multi-year project to study the geological origins of cave 
nitrates and the production of saltpeter crystals through historical experimentation. Duane 
DePaepe, Angelo George, and others extensively researched the saltpeter mining operations in 
Mammoth Cave. George Crothers recently completed stabilization and preservation efforts on the 
saltpeter works. 

Above ground, a Register-listed resource that is important to the Cave Research Foundation is 
Mammoth Cave Baptist Church and Cemetery on Flint Ridge. The historic district with two 
contributing properties was added in 1991 under Criterion A for its role in local social history 
during the period of 1927-1941, “the only physical [above-ground] representative of the once 
thriving Mammoth Cave/Flint Ridge area community” (Lally 1989d:8). The church congregation 
of local white residents was established in 1827, and many established families in the local area, 
such as Edwards-Cox, Collins, Dennison, and Esters, were multigenerational members. The current 
church structure, a one-story, weatherboard-covered frame building on sandstone piers, was 
constructed in 1927 to replace the original church destroyed in 1926 by a tornado (Lally 1989d). 
The cemetery dates to the mid 1800s-present and has at least 280 interments (No Author 1999b).  

The Mammoth Cave Baptist Church and Cemetery is a significant ethnographic resource for 
the foundation in terms of their ongoing research on and interest in local pre-park communities. 
More importantly, though, the cemetery is important to the group because it is the final resting 
place of several individuals who made early contributions to local speleology: Floyd Collins, Jewel 
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Estes, and Edmund Turner. “Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery on Flint Ridge is perhaps 
the most hallowed burial ground for cavers” (Forsythe 2011b:7). 

William Floyd Collins (1887-1925) was interred in the cemetery in 1961 after his body was 
removed from display in Crystal Cave. Folk hero Floyd Collins is revered by cavers, including 
those in the Cave Research Foundation, as the “greatest cave explorer ever known,” as his grave-
stone epitaph proclaims. Over its long history of work in the Mammoth Cave area, Foundation 
expeditions have included a stop at Floyd’s gravesite so that the volunteers can pay their respects. 
Cavers from the foundation (and other visitors) leave grave tokens on his headstone, typically food 
items, coins, candles, and lamp batteries. Other members of Floyd’s family – his mother, two 
brothers, and one sister-in-law – also are interred in the cemetery (No Author 1999b).  

Also buried in Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery is Jewel E. Estes (1907-1927), who 
assisted with the 1925 rescue attempt of Floyd Collins in Sand Cave (Murray and Brucker 1999). 
“After descending the 60-foot deep vertical shaft dug by Muhlenberg County miners from the 
Central City area, he crawled 10 feet horizontally and was the first to reach Floyd. It was too late. 
Jewel was 18 years old” (Forsythe 2011c:8). He died of tuberculosis two years later and was buried 
with his parents and three siblings in the cemetery (Forsythe 2011c). 

Edmund Turner (1876-1917) was interred in Mammoth Cave Baptist Church Cemetery with 
only a small rock as a grave marker. In 2010, however, the foundation purchased and erected a 
new granite monument on his grave, and several CRF members presented a panel discussion on 
their exhaustive research about the life and contributions of this often-overlooked cave explorer. 
In 1911-1912 Turner discovered and, with the help of Floyd Collins and Sylvester “Vesey” Blair, 
developed for tourism Dossey Domes Cave on the north side of Green River opposite the Historic 
Entrance to Mammoth Cave. Turner’s signatures are found throughout Salts Cave and in Unknown 
Cave. He was ahead of his time because he used compass and tape to survey caves. Turner helped 
to develop Great Onyx Cave in 1915 (see above), but a nasty dispute with partner L. P. Edwards 
cut Turner out of the business and he died penniless two years later, just weeks before his $25,000 
lawsuit against Edwards was scheduled for trial. Friends and cave guides, excluding Edwards, 
donated the money to purchase his casket but not a monument. His new headstone reads “Early 
Cave Explorer / And Friend of Floyd Collins / Opened Dossey Domes Cave / Opened Great Onyx 
Cave” (Forsythe 2011a, 2011b; Warnell and Sides 2016).  

Another relevant Register-listed burial ground is the Old Guide [Guides] Cemetery (MACA-
62, 15Ed85) at the north end of Mammoth Cave Ridge above the Historic Entrance. It was added 
in 1991 under Criterion A as a locally significant site. There are 21 interments in the graveyard, 
including six with inscribed markers and 15 without, spanning a period of use from 1810 to 2010. 
There are two areas and periods of significance. One is health and medicine (1842-1843) in relation 
to three tuberculosis experiment patients interred in the graveyard: Charles Marshall of Oswego 
County, New York (1814-1843), Margaret Barnes of Pennsylvania (?-1842), and Oliver P. Blair 
of Pittsburgh (1814-1845). The other is entertainment and recreation (1857) in relation to the burial 
of legendary African American cave explorer and tour guide Stephen Bishop (1822-1859) (Lally 
1989g). According to The Morning Post of Pittsburgh, Blair’s remains were removed from the Old 
Guide Cemetery and reinterred in the family vault in Allegheny Cemetery in May 1847 (No Author 
1847). 
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As with the two tuberculosis huts inside Mammoth Cave, the Old Guide Cemetery with the 
three TB patient interments is relevant to the foundation given its long-term historical 
investigations of Croghan’s experiments, outlined above (Sides and Meloy 1971, Meloy 1972, 
Sides 2001). As with Floyd Collins, the foundation has a deep reverence for Stephen Bishop and 
his caving accomplishments, considering him to be a “historically significant individual” on par 
with Max Kaemper and John Croghan (Cave Research Foundation 2003:33). In 1842 Bishop 
produced one of the earliest maps of Mammoth Cave. He was the first modern-era caver to push 
beyond the Bottomless Pit, allowing him to explore miles of new passageways in Mammoth Cave. 
He discovered Echo River, which the CRF used over a century later to connect the Mammoth Cave 
and Flint Ridge cave systems (Brucker 2009). Accordingly, the burial place of Bishop, and others 
who likely served as early cave guides, is a relevant ethnographic resource for the foundation and 
its members. “Stephen was noted for being the first systematic cave explorer. He was the prototype 
for guiding, educating and entertaining cave visitors. He was the economic engine that put 
Mammoth Cave on the map of American natural wonders” (Roger W. Brucker as quoted by Davis 
and Warner n.d.:2).  

The last Foundation-relevant Register-listed resource inside the park is the Maple Springs 
Ranger Station, added in 1991 as a locally significant pair of buildings under Criterion A. The area 
of significance is entertainment and recreation and the period of significance is 1942. The Civilian 
Conservation Corps constructed the two buildings at the end of the CCC construction era in the 
park (1933-1942) to house rangers working in the northern district. The residence is a frame 
building on a sandstone foundation enclosing a basement, and exterior walls are covered in shiplap 
and board-and-batten siding. It has five original rooms plus two bathrooms, as well as a now-
enclosed screen porch. The office building to the north is a two-room building with rough-cut 
sandstone walls on a concrete foundation. Both buildings have asphalt shingle-covered gable roofs 
(Lally 1989f).  

The Maple Springs Ranger Station is an ethnographic resource related to the Cave Research 
Foundation because it served as the organization’s field station for almost a decade in the 1990s, 
as outlined previously. Local field operations and expeditions were coordinated from Maple 
Springs during this period. Volunteers stayed in the residence and the foundation stored its field 
equipment in the office building. Though Foundation members never developed the deep personal 
connection to Maple Springs that they did to the earlier field station at Crystal Cave and the current 
field station at Hamilton Valley, their use of the Maple Springs Ranger Station insured their 
maintenance of a local base of operations throughout their existence in the Mammoth Cave area 
(Hagan and Sutton 1991, McClure et al. 1994, Sides 2002).  

Outside the park within the current project area, there is one Register-listed property that is 
relevant to the Cave Research Foundation. Located outside the south boundary of the park, Mill 
Hole Farm was listed in 1977 under two areas and periods of significance. One contributing 
property is a Federal style brick house on a stone foundation that is significant in the area of 
architecture and time period of 1800-1899. The other contributing property is a late Paleoindian to 
Early Woodland lithic scatter, one of the oldest open-air sites in the vicinity, listed in the area of 
prehistoric archeology (Oppel et al. 1977). Mill Hole is relevant to the foundation’s culture history 
on pre-park communities and archeological research on prehistoric occupations in the Mammoth 
Cave area.  
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In addition to the Register-listed properties described above, there are many other ethno-
graphic resources and Register-eligible properties that likely are relevant to the Cave Research 
Foundation based on archival sources. These include natural resources and cultural resources 
(archeological sites, show caves, structures) that are significant individually or combined as 
districts and multiple property listings (Table 56). Some resources have both natural and cultural 
significance. For Register-eligible properties, some represent potential additions to existing listed 
properties (the resources are important to the foundation in areas of significance beyond those for 
which the resources were initially listed) while others would be new listings. In either case, the 
focus is on properties with a period of significance at least 50 years ago, which corresponds to the 
earliest decade of the foundation’s existence, to conform to National Register requirements, though 
the case may be made for some exceptions. Potential Register listing for some properties would 
require an update or expansion of Lally’s (1990) historic contexts for the park.  

Table 56. Ethnographic Resources of Likely Relevance to the Cave Research Foundation. 
Natural Resources Cultural Resources 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Crystal Cave Mammoth Cave Bedquilt Cave
Colossal Cave Lee Cave Salts Cave
Salts Cave Bluff Cave Donkey’s (Floyd’s) Cave
Bedquilt Cave Short Cave Buzzard (Cathedral) Cave
Unknown Cave Dixon Cave Dossey Domes Cave
Great Onyx Cave Long Cave Proctor Cave
Mammoth Cave Cedar Spring (Beckner) Saltpeter 

Cave
Diamond Caverns

Tight Spot Spelee Hut
Hanson’s Lost River Coach (100 Domes) Cave Hamilton Valley Facilities
Echo River Jesse James (1000 Domes) Cave Rural Historic Landscapes
Amos Hawkins River Sand Cave and Rockshelter Flint Ridge Pre-Park Landscape
Logsdon River Austin House Site Flint Ridge Cave System
Hamilton Valley Woodson-Adair Cave
Turnhole Spring
Cedar Sink
Mill Hole

 
As the Cave Research Foundation is a natural history society, it stands to reason that natural 

resources in the Mammoth Cave area are among the ethnographic resources the foundation and its 
members would consider important. Given that Foundation surveys and research involve both 
extensive caves and less-extensive or small caves, both large karst features and small, from a 
geologically holistic perspective, it and its members likely would argue that all caves and karst 
features are important; each tells a different part of a complex natural history story. Of the 
thousands of such landscape features in and near the park, however, the following caves and karst 
features seem to be particularly relevant for the group, especially its cartographic, biological, 
ecological, geological, and paleontological research programs.  

Archival sources indicate that the five “big caves” of Flint Ridge that the foundation sought to 
connect in its early history are significant ethnographic resources: Crystal, Colossal, Salts, 
Bedquilt, and Unknown. Of these, Crystal, Colossal, and Salts are listed in the Register for cultural 
resources, as described previously, but have additional non-listed elements, the natural cave 
interiors and their biological and geological resources, that are significant to the CRF. Since the 
foundation was incorporated in 1957, not only have Foundation scientists completed a wide range 
of research projects in these major caves, but members volunteering on the foundation’s 
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cartographic program have invested considerable time and effort surveying and mapping the 
interiors of these caves, with the ultimate goal of finding connections among them. In 1960 
Foundation volunteers discovered two links between Colossal and Salts, and a connection between 
Salts and Crystal via Unknown Cave in 1961 (Brucker and Watson 1987, Corrie 2012, Sides 1972).  

Of the five caves, Crystal holds special significance because explorations there during the 
1940s-50s were the impetus for forming the foundation. Historically, the foundation’s cartography 
work in the extensive Flint Ridge Cave System was initiated from Crystal Cave, the site of the 
infamous C-3 expedition (Brucker and Watson 1987, Sides 1972). Further, “exploration in 1954 
down shafts in Unknown Cave by the Louisville Grotto cavers and Bill Austin with Jack 
Lehrberger led to discovery of the central passages of the Flint Ridge Cave System” (Warnell and 
Sides 2016:37) that were further explored and mapped by the foundation. Unknown Cave was 
discovered on an unknown date in the 19th century, and members of the Hunt and Lee families and 
others left signatures in the passages. Around the turn of the century, the L & N Railroad purchased 
the cave and later leased it to the Blue Grass County Club; club members stored alcohol in the 
cave, and locals sometimes snuck in through other entrances to steal the liquor (Warnell and Sides 
2016).  

Though Great Onyx Cave has not been connected to the Flint Ridge cave system, despite long-
term efforts by Foundation volunteers to discover a link that their geological data indicate should 
exist, since the foundation was incorporated in 1957 scientists have surveyed its passages, 
extending its length to 6 km (4 mi). Because it was located on an inholding until 1961, Great Onyx 
Cave afforded the foundation the opportunity to do more work across Flint Ridge in its early 
history, especially until it obtained permission to work in caves on Park property on Flint Ridge in 
1959 (Brucker and Watson 1987; Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1968).  

In addition to the Flint Ridge caves, Mammoth Cave is one of the most important natural 
resources for the foundation. Several founding and prominent members, such as Roger Brucker, 
Roger McClure, and Phil Smith, attribute their lifelong interest in caves and karst to childhood 
visits to Mammoth Cave (Hagan and Sutton 1988, 1991). Mammoth Cave has been the focus of 
thousands of hours of cartographic survey, which extended its length by many kilometers, wide-
ranging research, and conservation efforts by Foundation members and by other scientists 
supported logistically and financially by the CRF. Former Foundation president Sarah Bishop 
(1998) contended that the foundation deserves primary credit for Mammoth Cave’s designation as 
a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1981, one of only about two dozen such places in the United 
States and 200 natural resources listed worldwide (United Nations 2016). 

Several specific locations or geological features within caves in and near Mammoth Cave 
National Park are important ethnographic resources for the Cave Research Foundation. The 
locations and features included here are those related to making connections between the major 
cave systems in the local area. Two features that were significant in linking the Flint Ridge and 
Mammoth Cave systems are the Tight Spot and Hanson’s Lost River in Colossal Cave under 
Houchins Valley. The former, also known as the Tight Tube, is a narrow tunnel that Pat Crowther, 
owing to her small body size, was able to pass through in making the “grand Kentucky junction” 
in 1972. It opened to the large, westward-flowing underground river named for 1930s cave 
explorer Warner P. “Pete” Hanson. Hanson’s Lost River joined with Echo River, the large stream 
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discovered by Stephen Bishop in the lowest level of Mammoth Cave, making the historic link 
between the Flint Ridge and Mammoth Cave systems (Crowther et al. 1984).  

Two other major underground streams are significant to the foundation’s cave connection 
achievements. As outlined previously, in 1979 the foundation discovered Amos Hawkins River in 
Proctor Cave, leading to a connection with the Frozen Niagara section of Mammoth Cave and 
extending the Mammoth-Flint Ridge cave system southwest to Joppa Ridge. Also in 1979, 
Foundation members assisted in linking Morrison Cave to Proctor Cave and the rest of the cave 
system via Logsdon River. Four years later, Logsdon River was the means by which the foundation 
and Central Kentucky Karst Coalition connected Morrison Cave under Joppa Ridge with Roppel 
Cave under Toohey Ridge (Borden and Brucker 2000, Corrie 2012).  

Another relevant geological feature is Hamilton Valley, a karst solution valley along the 
eastern edge of Flint Ridge just east of the park boundary. Foundation members have conducted 
or supported other researchers’ work on a wide range of research projects in the valley, including 
documentation of caves and other karst features, studies of tick populations, and investigation of 
contemporary rattlesnake master distributions, the plant used by Native peoples to make the 
prehistoric slippers found in Park caves (Sides 2002).  

Turnhole Spring is a significant karst feature studied extensively by the foundation. It is the 
third largest spring in the state and one of the most important springs in the park. Located at 
Turnhole Bend, the spring is part of the largest underground drainage system south of Green River 
in the area. James Quinlan (1970), William and Elizabeth White (1989), John Hess (1970) and 
other CRF members have studied the hydrology, geomorphology, and ecology of this key 
groundwater basin.  

There are two significant karst windows associated with the Turnhole groundwater basin, 
where the subsurface waters are exposed on the surface. Both have been the loci of considerable 
Foundation research on water flow patterns, water geochemistry and quality, aquatic and terrestrial 
ecology, and pollen analyses, as well as CRF educational field trips for Park Service employees 
and college and other students. South of Turnhole Spring in Smith Valley, Cedar Sink is a deep, 
steep-sided sinkhole ringed by rock outcrops with rockshelters and the entrance to Owl Cave. It 
formed through the collapse of caprock over cave passages in the Girkin limestone formation 
(Cave Research Foundation 1968, 1970, 1973b, 1974b).  

Located outside the south boundary of the park in the Knobs, Mill Hole is a large karst window 
where an underground stream emerges on the surface for a length of about 305 m (1,000 ft). The 
foundation considered the karst window so significant that they (unsuccessfully) attempted to 
protect it in 1975. “At the instigation of the Board of Directors, the CRF President has been 
carrying on a series of negotiations aimed at obtaining the interest of The Nature Conservancy, 
Inc., in the protection of Mill Hole Farm, near Park City, Kentucky. The farm contains an 
outstanding karst window, which reveals a section of an underground stream that has been traced 
from several locations on the Sinkhole Plain, and from there to Turnhole Spring on Green River, 
via Cedar Sink” (Cave Research Foundation 1975:3). 

In addition to natural resources, a number of cultural resources are relevant to the Cave 
Research Foundation based on archival sources. They include prehistoric and historic archeo-
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logical sites, historic show caves, standing structures, and historic landscapes. The cultural 
resources listed in Table 56 and described below are significant to the foundation’s research 
programs in archeology and culture history.  

Beginning with archeological sites, in addition to the Salts and Mammoth Cave sites listed in 
the National Register in 1979 and 1991 (described previously), there are several other subsurface 
and surface archeological sites that likely are significant to the foundation. Though listed 
previously for Historic period cultural resources, interior portions of Mammoth Cave are 
significant because of extensive CRF research on prehistoric Native cave exploration, mineral 
mining, plant domestication and subsistence, artistic expression, and religion. This work has 
substantially informed archeologists’ understanding of past Native cave use in the Eastern U.S. 
(Crothers et al. 2007, DiBlasi 1996, Dye 2008, Watson 1997), making the prehistoric archeological 
resources in Mammoth Cave – especially in the Vestibule and portions of the dry upper levels like 
East Ganter Avenue, Jessup Avenue, and Flint Alley – eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criterion D. 

There are several other caves in and near the park where Foundation members conducted 
research on significant prehistoric archeological resources. CRF members Gordon and Judy Smith 
discovered Lee Cave (MACA-239, 15Ed175) in Sand Cave Hollow on Joppa Ridge in November 
1970, naming it after the 19th century cave explorer Thomas E. Lee. Bluff Cave (MACA-240, 
15Ed176) is a small limestone cave in the southern end of Doyel Valley. Research by Watson 
(1997) at both caves revealed evidence of Native cave exploration, mineral mining, and other 
activities dated to the Late Archaic-Early Woodland periods.  

At Short Cave (15Ed95) in the Knobs area south of the park, archeological evidence of Late 
Archaic-Early Woodland textile manufacture, medicinal plant use, mortuary activity, and religious 
beliefs was studied by CRF scientists and Patty Jo Watson’s graduate students. The site is best 
known for the remains of four desiccated individuals buried in the vestibule, the most famous 
being an adult woman whose body and grave goods were displayed to tourists in the early 1800s; 
recent analyses indicate she was a medicine woman (Horton 2003, 2007; G. S. Powell 1996; 
Robbins 1997). 

Foundation scientists have documented archeological evidence of historic saltpeter mining and 
processing at a number of caves in and near the park, and the following are among the most 
significant to the foundation based on archival research. In addition to Short Cave, Dixon Cave 
(MACA-219, 15Ed225), located near Mammoth Cave, was mined extensively during the War of 
1812. It is unique among saltpeter caves because the miners processed limestone rocks instead of 
cave sediments (De Paepe 1981, 1986; George 1987). CRF scientists documented leaching vats, 
stone bridges, ramps, trails, tally marks, and a mattock handle from saltpeter mining at Cedar 
Spring (a.k.a., Beckner) Saltpeter Cave. At Long Cave (a.k.a., Grand Avenue Cave, Wright’s 
Cave), John, Leonard, and George McLean initiated mining and processing operations in 1810 
before selling the cave to John Hann in 1812 (Sides and Warnell 2013). Foundation members also 
studied saltpeter mining at Coach (100 Domes) Cave and Jesse James/James (1000 Domes) Cave 
on Bald Knob south of the park (De Paepe 1975). 

Sand Cave and Sand Cave Rockshelter (MACA-74, 15Bn19) on the east end of Mammoth 
Cave Ridge near the eastern Park entrance is an archeological site significant to the caving history 
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of the region and to CRF research programs. As the place where legendary cave explorer Floyd 
Collins perished in 1925 after a widely publicized, two-week rescue effort, Sand Cave, the 
rockshelter around the entrance, and the surrounding sinkhole and plateau surfaces where crowds 
gathered are relevant ethnographic resources to cave organizations like the CRF. That event was 
significant not only in the local history of Flint Ridge and the Mammoth Cave area but also on a 
national scale, as one of the biggest news stories of the early 20th century. CRF members like Jack 
Lehrberger recorded oral histories with Homer Collins and others about the life and death of Floyd 
Collins, and Roger Brucker (Murray and Brucker 1999) recounted the event in cultural context. 
Foundation members George Crothers documented archeological evidence of the event (Crothers 
et al. 2007), and Patty Jo Watson and Ken Carstens studied prehistoric artifacts in the rockshelter 
(Carstens 1980, Watson and Carstens 1982). Considering that the homeplace and the burial site of 
Floyd Collins are listed in the National Register, a very strong case can be made that Sand Cave is 
eligible for listing in the National Register as a locally and nationally significant historic district 
under Criteria A and B, with the following sites and structure as contributing properties: cave 
entrance, interior main passage to the point of Collins’ entrapment, rescue shaft, rockshelter 
surface, crowd and rescuer staging areas on the sinkhole surface and plateau surface, and cave gate. 

A final significant archeological resource is the Austin [Collins] House Site (MACA-94, 
15Ed25). Though the house, which was part of the foundation’s field station on Flint Ridge for 
three decades, is gone, as described previously, a 20th century sheet midden persists as evidence 
of the site’s historic uses. CRF member Philip DiBlasi documented the site in 1987 while 
monitoring a water line installation project. He found evidence of two pre-1900s structures and a 
cottage industry of mussel shell souvenir manufacture, presumably associated with the Collins 
family’s operation of the Crystal Cave tourist attraction (Prentice 1993). This resource could 
potentially be added to the listed Crystal Cave historic district.  

Another type of cultural resource is historic show caves, at least 40 of which operated at some 
time since 1816 in the Mammoth Cave area (Corrie 2012). For the Cave Research Foundation, the 
commercial caves on Flint Ridge are among the most significant and relevant to its history and 
research programs. In addition to the three already listed in the National Register in relation to 
tourism (Collins’ Crystal Cave, Colossal Cavern, Great Onyx Cave; Table 8), five other Flint 
Ridge show caves and four additional commercial caves are important ethnographic resources for 
the foundation based on archival sources.  

Named for landowners Robert Garvin (alias Woodson) and William Adair, Woodson-Adair 
Cave (MACA-1019) is the original entrance to Colossal Cave. Lyman W. Hazen developed it for 
commercial tours in the 1890s, constructing a five-room, 1.5-story log house atop the entrance to 
limit access. He and his nephew, Pike Chapman, discovered the connection between Woodson-
Adair and the major trunk passage of Colossal Cave (Warnell and Sides 2016).  

The passages of Bedquilt Cave (MACA-1018) are part of Colossal Cave, a connection that had 
been known since the 1870s. CRF research revealed that locals such as the Lee family, who 
explored Bedquilt by 1871, mined gypsum from the cave. The Colossal Cavern Company and L 
& N Railroad later leased and purchased the cave rights to develop Bedquilt as part of Colossal 
Cave. Natural processes closed the Bedquilt entrance for about 30 years until CRF surveyors 
rediscovered it in 1962 (Sides 1971, Warnell and Sides 2016).  
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Salts Cave (a.k.a., Great Salts Cave, Old Salts Cave) was shown to tourists in the late 19th to 
early 20th centuries. Portions of Salts Cave accessed via the enlarged Pike Chapman entrance, 
where Mr. Chapman perished in 1897 in a rock collapse while working for his uncle L. W. Hazen, 
later were shown to tourists in the early 1920s when the property was owned by the Blue Grass 
Country Club. The Club hired Floyd Collins and his brothers to reopen the entrance and guide 
tours. This entrance collapsed again soon after and remains sealed (Corrie 2012, Warnell and Sides 
2016). 

Located near the Pike Chapman Entrance to Salts Cave, Donkey’s Cave (a.k.a., Floyd’s Cave) 
was the first cave that Floyd Collins developed as a tourist attraction. He discovered the cave 
accidentally in 1910 and constructed a cabin atop the shaft entrance to control access. Survey work 
by the CRF in 2009 resulted in connecting the cave with the others in the Flint Ridge portion of 
the Mammoth Cave System (Warnell and Sides 2016).  

Located near Crystal Cave and known to Floyd Collins, Buzzard Cave (a.k.a., Cathedral Cave) 
featured towering column-like cave formations. After purchasing the Collins farm in 1927, Dr. H. 
B. Thomas electrified the cave to compete with Great Onyx Cave and opened it to tourists. Visitors 
who purchased tickets to Floyd Collins’ Crystal Cave were permitted to tour Cathedral Cave for 
free (Warnell and Sides 2016).  

Beyond Flint Ridge, the Dossey Domes Cave entrance is situated in the bluff overlooking 
Green River on the north bank opposite River Styx and the Historic Entrance to Mammoth Cave. 
As noted previously, Edmund Turner developed the short cave for tourists in 1912, installing pipe 
lines for carbide lights. Turner produced a brochure to publicize the cave, and in 1920 he published 
a book about the cave, Dossey Domes Cavern (Corrie 2012; Forsythe 2011a, 2011b).  

A former slave named Jonathan Doyle discovered Proctor Cave at the west end of Joppa Ridge 
in 1863. By 1869 Larkin J. Proctor purchased the property, explored the cave, constructed a hotel 
and 1,000-foot pathway, and opened it as a show cave. After Larkins’ death in 1895, his grandson 
James W. Proctor eventually gained control of the cave in 1899, only to sell it two years later to 
the Colossal Cavern Company of the L & N Railroad. In 1929 the cave and hotel closed to the 
public, and the railroad donated the cave to the park (Corrie 2012, Lera 2005, No Author 1895, 
Robertson and Robertson 1871, Sides and Warnell 2013, Thompson 1879, Warnell 1997).  

Assisted by his friend Thomas E. Lee, Larkin J. Proctor also developed Long Cave as a tourist 
attraction, opening it as Grand Avenue Cave in 1877. Visitors arrived at a depot and platform via 
a branch line of the Mammoth Cave Railroad. T. E. Lee, who lived in a house on the property and 
worked as the cave manager, constructed wooden steps into the cave and ladders in Lee Avenue. 
The Salts Cave mummy, discovered by Lee and two others, was displayed to tourists in the cave, 
billed dishonestly as having been found in Long/Grand Avenue Cave. In 1891 Proctor sold the 
cave to R. H. Lacey of the L & N Railroad and secretary of the Mammoth Cave Railroad, who 
continued to operate the tourist attraction until 1894 (Sides and Warnell 2013).  

In the Knobs north of Park City, Diamond Caverns (a.k.a., Richardson Cave, Diamond Cave) 
is the second longest continually operated commercial cave in the region. Just one month after its 
discovery by a slave of Jessie Coats, in August 1859 the cave was opened to tourists. In December 
1859 Joseph Rogers Underwood purchased the property from Coats, and his relative by marriage 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 558 

George Proctor and George’s son John R. Proctor further developed the cave. The Proctor family 
operated it for the next 20 years, after which the property changed hands several times. Electric 
lights were installed in 1917, and other improvements to the cave and associated aboveground 
facilities elevated the cave’s status as a destination resort in the subsequent decades. In 1999, five 

members of the foundation and their spouses purchased Diamond Caverns (Corrie 2012, Sides 
2006, Sides and Warnell 2013).  

Standing structures are a third type of cultural resources significant to the Cave Research 
Foundation. In addition to several that already are listed in the Register (Floyd Collins House, 
Crystal Cave Ticket Office, Maple Springs Ranger Station, Mammoth Cave Baptist Church; Table 
D), there are two other relevant structures based on archival research.  

As the first headquarters of the foundation, the Spelee Hut, described above, is a significant 
ethnographic resource. Motivated by sentimentality and historic preservation, in 1996 the 
foundation removed the frame structure from its original location on the Crystal Cave property 
and re-erected it at Hamilton Valley (Figure 89). The building was renovated in preparation for 
the foundation’s 50th anniversary in 2007, with the siding replaced and repainted to match its 
signature green color using numbers from an original paint can (Bowen and Signorelli 2008, 
McClure 2008). “Inside are a Worthy Washington woodstove, the old Salts Cave gate with the 
famous hole in it, and not one but two real Gurnee cans. They even found the old ‘Expedition 
Headquarters’ sign” (Bowen and Signorelli 2008:17). A Gurnee can is a cylindrical metal canister 
designed and fabricated by John Spence and Russ Gurnee to transport supplies through tight 
passages during the 1954 C-3 expedition at Crystal Cave (Lawrence and Brucker 1955[1975]). 

Besides being a significant natural resource, Hamilton Valley is a relevant cultural resource 
for the foundation, as it has been the site of the group’s local field station and national head-
quarters for almost two decades. When the foundation sought to establish a permanent field station 
outside the park, it looked to Flint Ridge and purchased property at Hamilton Valley. The 
structures at Hamilton Valley, described previously, include the Main Building or Field House, 
two Bunkhouse Dormitories, and the Library and Archive (Figure 92). The facilities were 
dedicated in 2000: 

The Open House and Inauguration was a grand event. With a view of Hamilton Valley 
from the main hall as a backdrop, CRF acknowledged the Hamilton Valley Project's biggest 
benefactors: Roger McClure, Patty Jo Watson, and Red Watson, for their vision and 
support of the Hamilton Valley Project. Red and Roger were given the honors of 
conducting the actual dedication. A piece of webbing was strong across the fireplace: 
Roger cut the webbing and Red lit the first fire. Don Coons presented Red and Roger with 
handmade porch-worthy rocking chairs. Gordon and Judy Smith continued the honors by 
presenting Roger, Red, and Patty Jo with a plaque mounted with the door of the first stove 
used by CRF [in the Spelee Hut] during the Flint Ridge days in the Park (CRF 2003:83). 

The plaque is displayed next to the fireplace in the Main Building. Not only are CRF facilities 
located at Hamilton Valley, but Foundation members have investigated pre-park families and 
associated structures in the valley (Sides 2002). 
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Finally, archival evidence indicates two other types of significant ethnographic resources for 
the Cave Research Foundation. The Flint Ridge Pre-Park Landscape is a rural historic landscape 
of great importance to the foundation. Foundation members have recorded oral histories and 
conducted extensive archival research on the Euro-American and African American families and 
communities residing on the ridge prior to the park’s formation, including reconstructing lines of 
property ownership. They have compiled data about the Sells farmstead and others, Sell Store and 
other general stores, sawmills and grist mills, gardens and orchards, Hamilton Valley School and 
other schools, Primitive Baptist Church and other churches, roads, and other components of the 
cultural landscape on Flint Ridge. Though associated structures are gone and the traces of the 
former Flint Ridge communities are difficult to discern today, the foundation has worked tirelessly 
to insure that the communities’ histories are documented, respected, and remembered (DiBlasi 
1991, Sides 2002, Sides and Warnell 2013, Warnell and Sides 2016). 

The entire Flint Ridge Cave System, which encompasses the five big caves described 
previously and a number of smaller ones, is a traditional cultural property for the Cave Research 
Foundation. The foundation’s history is rooted in the cave system. It is the location where the CRF 
initially undertook and continues to undertake its scientific mission. The cave system was 
fundamental to forming the foundation’s identity, and is important for maintaining its identity. The 
foundation’s sustained work resulted in the Flint Ridge Cave System reaching the status of the 
longest in the world by 1968, a distinction it held until the CRF linked it to the Mammoth Cave 
System four years later (Brucker and Watson 1987; Cave Research Foundation 1961, 1968; Sides 
1972). 
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Appendix E 
Fieldwork Resources and Project Protocols Guide 
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Based on materials developed by Dr. Erika Brady with the assistance of  
Sarah McCartt-Jackson and Caitlin Coad for the  

Fieldworker Resource Manual: Allen County Folklife and Oral History Project 2010 
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FIELDWORK CHECKLIST 
 

 
 Notify a responsible individual about your itinerary (and give him/her your cell phone #) 
 Personal identification (driver’s license, WKU ID, etc.) 
 Mammoth Cave Informed Consent Document 
 National Park Service Interview Agreement Form: Mammoth Cave National Park 
 Abraham Lincoln Birthplace Informed Consent Document 
 National Park Service Interview Agreement Form: Abraham Lincoln Birthplace Informed 

Consent 
 Camera (take photo of interviewee if permission is granted) 
 Audio recording equipment 

o Wired or wireless mic (with stand and muff) 
o Recording device (H4N or Marantz) 
o Headphones 
o Extra batteries 
o Appropriate memory cards 

 Still photography recording equipment 
o Extra batteries 
o Appropriate memory cards 

 Duct tape or gaffers tape 
 Hair tie/rubber bands 
 Pens and/or pencils 
 Notepaper 
 Laptop (if contextually appropriate) 
 Water, light snack for yourself and for interviewee 
 Contact information and directions/map 
 CITI certification completed/updated 
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FILE NAMING PROTOCOLS 
 

For each file the fieldworker completes, s/he should also turn in an accompanying contact summary form. 
 

Element* Description Prompts Formatting 

1st project 
designation 

Mammoth Cave = MACA 
Abraham Lincoln = ABLI all capital letters 

2nd date YYYYMMDD all numerical, no spaces 
between numbers 

3rd interviewee 

first five letters of interviewee’s 
last name; if there is more than 
one person with the same last 

name, number them sequentially; 
if last name is less than five 

letters, use all letters 

capitalize first letter of last 
name; use a two-digit 

number (01, 02, 03, etc.) 
if needed; no spaces 
between letters and 

numbers 

4th interviewer or 
collector 

three initials; if no middle initial, 
use first two  

letters of last name 
all capital letters 

5th file type 

alphabetical style sheet = AS 
alphabetical topics index = AT 

audio = AU 
contact summary form = CS 

fieldnotes = FN 
summary of contents = SC 

interviews = IN 
photo files = PH 
photo log = PL 

transcription = TR 
video = VD 

 
all capital letters 

6th sequence 
if there are multiple files of a 

type collected or recorded in one 
day 

two-digit number 

* use underscores ( _) to separate each element of the title  
 

Examples (for fieldwork interview with Johnson):  
For alphabetical style sheet files:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_AS_01 
For alphabetical topics files:   ABLI_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_AT_01 
For audio files:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_AU_01 
For contact summary forms:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_AAS_CS_01 
For fieldnotes files:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_AAS_FN_01 
For summary of contents:  MACA_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_SC_01 
For interview files:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_IN_01 
For photo files:  MACA_YYYYMMDD _AAS_PH_01  
For photo log:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_KAH_PL_01 
For transcript files:  ABLI_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_TR_01 
For video files:  MACA_YYYYMMDD_Johns01_AAS_VD_01 
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Header:  MACA_20151208_KAH_FN_01       Page # 
 

FIELDNOTES 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20151208_KAH_FN_01 
FIELDWORKER: Kate Hudepohl 
EVENT/CONTEXT (Alternative: INTERVIEWEE & INTERVIEWER): Visit to Mammoth 
Cave National Park, Meeting with Park Service Staff, Tour of Mammoth Cave Outreach Center 
DATE:  December 8, 2015 
LOCATION: Mammoth Cave National Park, KY 
OTHERS PRESENT: Brent Bjorkman (WKU), Bobby Carson (MACA), etc... 
KEYWORDS: NPS history, regional differences, materials, access 
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 2 photographs (MACA_20151208_KAH_PH_01.jpg; 
MACA_20151208_KAH_PH_02.jpg) 
COMMENTS: (note outside factors, if any, that affected interaction such as interruptions) 

 
 
Background: 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
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TRANSCRIPTION 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historical Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: ABLI_20160118_Johns01_AAS_TR_01 
INTERVIEWEE: Michelle Johnson (MJ) 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST: Ashley Stinnett (AS) 
INTERVIEW DATE: January 8, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 
LOCATION: Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park, KY (NPS office space) 
OTHERS PRESENT: Kay Westhues (WKU graduate assistant) 
AUDIO RECORDER: Zoom H4N Digital Recorder 
MICROPHONE: Sennheiser wireless mic lavier EW-100, directional mic; placed on front lapel 
of interviewee 
RECORDING  FORMAT: WAV (uncompressed) 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 1 
KEYWORDS: 
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 1 recorded interview 
(ABLI_20160118_Johns01_AAS_AU_01.wav); 20 photographs 
(ABLI_20160118_Johns01_AAS_PH_01.jpg) 
 
CONTEXT:  
 
 
TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
 
TRANSCRIBING CONVENTIONS:  
Use of square brackets [ ] indicates a note from the transcriber.  
Use of parentheses ( ) indicates a conversational aside. 
Use of em dash — indicates an interruption of thought or conversation.  
Use of ellipses … indicates a discontinued thought. 
Use of italics indicates emphasis. 
Use (XXX) for laughter or other nonlexical forms of communication 
Use of underline indicates movie, magazine, newspaper, or book titles. 
Names of interviewee and interviewer are abbreviated by first and last initial letters. 
Time is recorded in time elapsed by the convention [hours:minutes:seconds]. 

 
 
NOTES: 
Ashley Stinnett (AS) 
Michelle Johnson (MA) 
[00:00:00] 
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SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20151109_Smith_ BAB_SC_01 
INTERVIEWEE: Andrea Smith 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST:  Brent Bjorkman 
DATE: November 9, 2015 
LOCATION: Steak n Shake, Scottsville Road Bowling Green KY 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION:  
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 

 
 
 
TOPICS 
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ALPHABETICAL TOPICS INDEX 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historical Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: ABLI_20151109_ODani_ DAA_AT_01 
INTERVIEWEE: Kelly O’Daniel 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST:  Darlene Applegate 
DATE: November 9, 2015 
LOCATION: Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park Main office 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION:  
KEYWORDS:  
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 

 
 
 
ABCD 
 
African American 
 
 
EFGH 
 
 
 
IJKL 
 
 
 
MNOPQ 
 
 
RSTU 
 
Saltpeter 
 
Tour guides 
 
 
 
VWXYZ 
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ALPHABETICAL STYLE SHEET 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historical Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: ABLI_20151109_ODani_ DAA_AS_01 
INTERVIEWEE: Kelly O’Daniel 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST:  Darlene Applegate 
DATE: November 9, 2015 
LOCATION: Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park Main office 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION:  
KEYWORDS:  
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 

 
 
 
ABCD 
 
Chalybeate = klee • bit 
 
EFGH 
 
Houchins  |  both spellings used interchangeable in 19th century 
Houchens  | 
 
IJKL 
 
 
 
MNOPQ 
 
Nolin = no • lynn 
 
RSTU 
 
Saltpeter 
Saltpetre 
 
 
VWXYZ 
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PHOTOGRAPH LOG 
 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 
National Historical Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: ABLI_20151109_ KAH_PL_01 
PHOTOGRAPHER:  Kate Hudepohl 
DATE: November 9, 2015 
LOCATION: Community Gallery adjacent to Lincoln Museum in Hodgenville 
CAMERA:  Canon Rebel T3 
FORMAT:  JPEG 
NUMBER OF PHOTOS TAKEN:   3 
KEYWORDS:  Hodgenville Woman’s Club; Lincoln Museum; Christmas 
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS:  ABLI_20151109_KAH_PH_01-03; ABLI_ 
20151109_DAA_FN_01 

 
 
 
*Asterisk denotes photographs recommended for publication or display.  
 

Image Number Caption. 

 ABLI_20151109_KAH_PH_01 Project personnel sitting with Iris LaRue.  Left to right, Darlene 
Applegate, Virginia Siegel, Iris LaRue.  Photograph taken 
November 9, 2015 by Kate Hudepohl. 

ABLI_20151109_KAH_PH_02 Iris LaRue and Rob Thurman, employees of the Lincoln 
Museum. Photograph taken November 9, 2015 by Kate 
Hudepohl. 

ABLI_20151109_KAH_PH_03 Rob Thurman talking to local artist. Photograph taken 
November 9, 2015 by Kate Hudepohl. 
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Appendix A 

Contact Summary Form 
 
Project:     __________________________ 
 
Topic:      __________________________ 
  
Contact Date:    __________________________ 
 
Project Personnel:  __________________________ 
 
Reason for Contact:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
       ______________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Type:        

 
Visit    ___________________________________________________  
 
Interview   ____________________________________________________  

   
Phone call   ____________________________________________________  

      
Web search  ____________________________________________________  

  
 Other (explain)  ___________________________________________________ 
  
       ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Relevant Project Files: ___________________________________________________ 
 
       ___________________________________________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTE:  Do not use this copy.  You must use the stamped, approved version. Please see your 
project director for copies. 

Appendix B 

INFORMED CONSENT DOCUMENT 
Project Title:  Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
Investigators:  Co-PIs-  Brent Björkman and Kate Hudepohl 

Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology 
WKU, 270/745-6549 

You are being asked to participate in a project conducted through Western Kentucky University 
conducted on behalf of Mammoth Cave National Park  The University requires that you give 
your signed agreement to participate in this project. 
The investigator will explain to you in detail the purpose of the project, the procedures to be 
used, and the potential benefits and possible risks of participation.  You may ask any questions 
you have to help you understand the project.  A basic explanation of the project is written below.  
Please read this explanation and discuss with the researcher any questions you may have. 
If you then decide to participate in the project, please sign on the last page of this form in the presence 
of the person who explained the project to you.  You should be given a copy of this form to keep. 
 
1. Nature and Purpose of the Project:   
The project involves conducting research to identify, document, and assess ethnographic 
resources within or near Mammoth Cave National Park in south-central Kentucky. As defined by 
the National Park Service, an ethnographic resource is any natural or cultural resource, 
landscape, or natural feature linked by a specific community to the traditional practices, values, 
beliefs, history, and/or ethnic identity of that community. 
 
2. Explanation of Procedures:   

a. At the initial interview, you will be asked to verify that you are at least 18 years old and 
review and sign the informed consent document.  At the conclusion of the interview you 
will be asked to sign the National Park Service Interview Agreement form. 

b. Every interview will be recorded and indexed.  Select interviews will be transcribed.   A 
copy of the recorded interview will be mailed to the address you provide on the NPS 
Interview Agreement form. 

c. Site visits may be made for purposes of participant observation.  If appropriate, mapping 
(informal map of spatial use), participatory transects (informant-guided tour of utilized 
spaces), and still photography and videography may also be undertaken during site visits. 

d.  Data will be synthesized into a final written report presented to Mammoth Cave National 
Park.  In addition, a summary oral report of findings may be shared with community 
partners.  The raw data belongs to Mammoth Cave National Park, and per their Interview 
Agreement form, may be used for a variety of private or public purposes (planning, 
publicity, education, etc.). 
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(consent form continued) 
 
3. Discomfort and Risks:   
 
Information gathered from informants may be shared publicly, so there is a minor risk that 
opinions or ideas expressed in interviews may offend others in the community.  However, 
participation in the project is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the project at any time 
without penalty. 
 
4. Benefits:   
 
Ethnographic information you provide may be used to help park managers evaluate requests for 
access to culturally significant resources (both natural and cultural), identify ethnographic 
resources that require special treatment, and assess potential impacts on these resources in the 
face of any proposed park actions. 
  
5. Confidentiality:   
 
Interviews and other data (e.g., photographs) may be used in public documents or presentations 
(policy recommendations, education materials, advertising, etc.).   
 
6. Refusal/Withdrawal:   
 
Refusal to participate in this study will have no effect on any future services you may be entitled 
to from WKU or the National Park Service.  You are free to withdraw from the study at any time 
with no penalty. 
___ Yes, I am 18+ years old and agree to participate in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow interviews to be recorded and used in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow still photography/videography that may contain my image to be 

used in this research project. 
 
You understand also that it is not possible to identify all potential risks related to the project, and 
you believe that reasonable safeguards have been taken to minimize both the known and 
potential but unknown risks. 
 

Signature of Participant  
__________________________________________ 

Date 
_______________ 

    

Witness  
__________________________________________ 

Date 
_______________ 

      
 

THE DATED APPROVAL ON THIS CONSENT FORM INDICATES THAT 
THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY 

THE WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD 
Paul Mooney, Human Protections Administrator TELEPHONE:  (270) 745-2129 
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NOTE:  Do not use this copy.  You must use the stamped, approved version. Please see your 
project director for copies. 

Appendix C 

INFORMED CONSENT DOCUMENT 
Project Title:   Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 

National Historical Park 
Investigators:  Co-PIs-  Brent Björkman and Kate Hudepohl 

Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology 
WKU, 270/745-6549 

You are being asked to participate in a project conducted through Western Kentucky University 
conducted on behalf of Abraham Lincoln National Historical Park  The University requires that 
you give your signed agreement to participate in this project. 
The investigator will explain to you in detail the purpose of the project, the procedures to be used, 
and the potential benefits and possible risks of participation.  You may ask any questions you have to 
help you understand the project.  A basic explanation of the project is written below.  Please read this 
explanation and discuss with the researcher any questions you may have. 
If you then decide to participate in the project, please sign on the last page of this form in the 
presence of the person who explained the project to you.  You should be given a copy of this form 
to keep. 
 

1. Nature and Purpose of the Project:   
The project involves conducting research to identify, document, and assess ethnographic 
resources within or near Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park in south-central 
Kentucky. As defined by the National Park Service, an ethnographic resource is any natural or 
cultural resource, landscape, or natural feature linked by a specific community to the traditional 
practices, values, beliefs, history, and/or ethnic identity of that community. 
 

2. Explanation of Procedures:   
a. At the initial interview, you will be asked to verify that you are at least 18 years old and 

review and sign the informed consent document.  At the conclusion of the interview you will 
be asked to sign the National Park Service Interview Agreement form.   

b. Every interview will be recorded and indexed.  Select interviews will be transcribed.   A 
copy of your recorded interview will be mailed to the address you provide on the NPS 
Interview Agreement form. 

c. Site visits may be made for purposes of participant observation.  If appropriate, mapping 
(informal map of spatial use), participatory transects (informant-guided tour of utilized 
spaces), and still photography and videography may also be undertaken during site visits. 

d.  Data will be synthesized into a final written report presented to Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace National Historical Park.  In addition, a summary oral report of findings may 
be shared with community partners.  The raw data belongs to Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace National Historical Park, and per their Interview Agreement form, may be 
used for a variety of private or public purposes (planning, publicity, education, etc.). 
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(consent form continued) 
 
3. Discomfort and Risks:   
 
Information gathered from informants may be shared publicly, so there is a minor risk that 
opinions or ideas expressed in interviews may offend others in the community.  However, 
participation in the project is voluntary, and participants may withdraw from the project at any 
time without penalty. 
 
4. Benefits:   
 
Ethnographic information may help park managers evaluate requests for access to culturally 
significant resources (both natural and cultural), identify ethnographic resources that require 
special treatment, and assess potential impacts on these resources in the face of any proposed 
park actions. 
  
5. Confidentiality:   
 
Interviews and other data (e.g., photographs) may be used in public documents or presentations 
(policy recommendations, education materials, advertising, etc.).   
 
6. Refusal/Withdrawal:   
 
Refusal to participate in this study will have no effect on any future services you may be entitled 
to from WKU or the National Park Service.  You are free to withdraw from the study at any time 
with no penalty. 
 
___ Yes, I am 18+ years old and agree to participate in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow interviews to be recorded and used in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow still photography/videography that may contain my image to be 

used in this research project. 
 
You understand also that it is not possible to identify all potential risks related to the project, and 
you believe that reasonable safeguards have been taken to minimize both the known and 
potential but unknown risks. 

Signature of Participant  
__________________________________________ 

Date 
_______________ 

    

Witness  
__________________________________________ 

Date 
_______________ 

      
 

THE DATED APPROVAL ON THIS CONSENT FORM INDICATES THAT 
THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY 

THE WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD 
Paul Mooney, Human Protections Administrator TELEPHONE:  (270) 745-2129 
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Appendix D 
INTERVIEW AGREEMENT FOR 

Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
 

This agreement is entered into by ___________________________________, interviewee, and 
the National Park Service. Both parties enter into this agreement in order to facilitate the future 
use of the oral history interview conducted on this date, ________________, for research, 
historical, and educational purposes. 
The National Park Service conducts oral history interviews as part of its research, education, and 
interpretative programs. Audio and/or visual recordings and transcripts resulting from interviews 
conducted for the National Park Service become part of its museum and archival collections and 
are housed at the most appropriate repositories. They will be made available for National Park 
Service uses and may be made available to members of the public. Typical uses may include 
publications, audio/video recording in all existing and future media, interpretive talks, public 
exhibits, web sites, online venues, and other media deemed appropriate. 
Interviewee: 

1. Consents to voluntarily participate in this interview as provided by this agreement. 
2. Authorizes the National Park Service to record, transcribe, and edit the interview, and to 

use and re-use the interview recording and transcript in whole or in part. 
3. Understands that the National Park Service shall have no obligation to use the interview 

and has no expectation of financial compensation for participation in this project. 
4. Agrees to give and assign all rights, title, and interest, including copyright, of whatever 

kind from this information and interview to the National Park Service. 
 
Date of interview: ________________________ 
 

Full Name of Interviewee (print) 
__________________________________ 

Signature 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

Date 
__________________________________ 

 
Full Name of Interviewer (print)  
__________________________________ 

    
 

 
Signature 
__________________________________  

      

 
Address 
__________________________________ 

      
 

 
Address 
__________________________________ 

      
 

 
City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

      
 

 
Date 
__________________________________ 
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Appendix E  
INTERVIEW AGREEMENT FOR 

Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Abraham Birthplace National Historical Park 
 

This agreement is entered into by ___________________________________, interviewee, and 
the National Park Service. Both parties enter into this agreement in order to facilitate the future 
use of the oral history interview conducted on this date, ________________, for research, 
historical, and educational purposes. 
The National Park Service conducts oral history interviews as part of its research, education, and 
interpretative programs. Audio and/or visual recordings and transcripts resulting from interviews 
conducted for the National Park Service become part of its museum and archival collections and 
are housed at the most appropriate repositories. They will be made available for National Park 
Service uses and may be made available to members of the public. Typical uses may include 
publications, audio/video recording in all existing and future media, interpretive talks, public 
exhibits, web sites, online venues, and other media deemed appropriate. 
Interviewee: 

1. Consents to voluntarily participate in this interview as provided by this agreement. 
2. Authorizes the National Park Service to record, transcribe, and edit the interview, and to 

use and re-use the interview recording and transcript in whole or in part. 
3. Understands that the National Park Service shall have no obligation to use the interview 

and has no expectation of financial compensation for participation in this project. 
4. Agrees to give and assign all rights, title, and interest, including copyright, of whatever 

kind from this information and interview to the National Park Service. 
 
Date of interview: ________________________ 
 

Full Name of Interviewee (print)  
__________________________________ 

Signature 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

Date 
__________________________________ 

 
Full Name of Interviewer (print)  
__________________________________ 

Signature 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

Date  
__________________________________ 
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Appendix F 
NPS Interview Agreement Template 

 
INTERVIEW AGREEMENT FOR 

Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
 

This agreement is entered into by ___________________________________, interviewee, and 
the National Park Service. Both parties enter into this agreement in order to facilitate the future 
use of the oral history interview conducted on this date, ________________, for research, 
historical, and educational purposes. 
The National Park Service conducts oral history interviews as part of its research, education, and 
interpretative programs. Audio and/or visual recordings and transcripts resulting from interviews 
conducted for the National Park Service become part of its museum and archival collections and 
are housed at the most appropriate repositories. They will be made available for National Park 
Service uses and may be made available to members of the public. Typical uses may include 
publications, audio/video recording in all existing and future media, interpretive talks, public 
exhibits, web sites, online venues, and other media deemed appropriate. 
Interviewee: 

1. Consents to voluntarily participate in this interview as provided by this agreement. 
2. Authorizes the National Park Service to record, transcribe, and edit the interview, and to 

use and re-use the interview recording and transcript in whole or in part. 
3. Understands that the National Park Service shall have no obligation to use the interview 

and has no expectation of financial compensation for participation in this project. 
4. Agrees to give and assign all rights, title, and interest, including copyright, of whatever 

kind from this information and interview to the National Park Service. 
 

Date of interview: ________________________ 
 

Full Name of Interviewee (print) 
__________________________________ 

Signature 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

Date 
__________________________________ 

 
Full Name of Interviewer (print) 

__________________________________ 

Signature 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

Address 
__________________________________ 

City State Zip 
__________________________________ 

Date 
__________________________________ 
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Appendix G 
WKU IRB Informed Consent Document 

 
INFORMED CONSENT DOCUMENT 

Project Title: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
Investigator:  Co-PIs-  Brent Björkman and Kate Hudepohl 

Department of Folk Studies and Anthropology 
WKU, 270/745-5295 

You are being asked to participate in a project conducted through Western Kentucky University 
conducted on behalf of Mammoth Cave National Park.  The University requires that you give 
your signed agreement to participate in this project. 

The investigator will explain to you in detail the purpose of the project, the procedures to be used, 
and the potential benefits and possible risks of participation.  You may ask any questions you have 
to help you understand the project.  A basic explanation of the project is written below.  Please read 
this explanation and discuss with the researcher any questions you may have. 

If you then decide to participate in the project, please sign on the last page of this form in the 
presence of the person who explained the project to you.  You should be given a copy of this 
form to keep. 

1. Nature and Purpose of the Project:   

The project involves conducting research to identify, document, and assess ethnographic 
resources within or near Mammoth Cave National Park in south-central Kentucky. As defined by 
the National Park Service, an ethnographic resource is any natural or cultural resource, 
landscape, or natural feature linked by a specific community to the traditional practices, values, 
beliefs, history, and/or ethnic identity of that community. 

2. Explanation of Procedures:   

a. At the initial interview, you will be asked to verify that you are at least 18 years old and 
review and sign the informed consent document.  At the conclusion of the interview you 
will be asked to sign the National Park Service Interview Agreement form.   

b. Every interview will be recorded and indexed.  Select interviews will be transcribed.   A 
copy of your recorded interview will be mailed to the address you provide on the NPS 
Interview Agreement form. 

c. Site visits may be made for purposes of participant observation.  If appropriate, mapping 
(informal map of spatial use), participatory transects (informant-guided tour of utilized 
spaces), and still photography and videography may also be undertaken during site visits. 

d.  Data will be synthesized into a final written report presented to Mammoth Cave National 
Park.  In addition, a summary oral report of findings may be shared with community 
partners.  The raw data belongs to Mammoth Cave National Park, and per their Interview 
Agreement form, may be used for a variety of private or public purposes (planning, 
publicity, education, etc.). 
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(consent form continued) 
 
3. Discomfort and Risks:   
 
Information gathered from informants may be shared publicly, so there is a minor risk that 
opinions or ideas expressed in interviews may offend others in the community.  However, 
participation in the project is voluntary, and participants may withdraw from the project at any 
time without penalty. 
 
4. Benefits:   
 
Ethnographic information may help park managers evaluate requests for access to culturally 
significant resources (both natural and cultural), identify ethnographic resources that require 
special treatment, and assess potential impacts on these resources in the face of any proposed 
park actions. 
  
5. Confidentiality:   
 
Interviews and other data (e.g., photographs) may be used in public documents or presentations 
(policy recommendations, education materials, advertising, etc.).   
 
6. Refusal/Withdrawal:   
 
Refusal to participate in this study will have no effect on any future services you may be entitled 
to from WKU or the National Park Service.  You are free to withdraw from the study at any time 
with no penalty. 
 
___ Yes, I am 18+ years old and agree to participate in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow interviews to be recorded and used in this research project. 
 
___ Yes, I agree to allow still photography/videography that may contain my image to be 

used in this research project. 
 
You understand also that it is not possible to identify all potential risks related to the project, and 
you believe that reasonable safeguards have been taken to minimize both the known and 
potential but unknown risks. 
 

Signature of Participant  
__________________________________________ 

    Date 
_______________ 

Witness  
__________________________________________ 

Date 
_______________ 

      
 

THE DATED APPROVAL ON THIS CONSENT FORM INDICATES THAT 
THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY 

THE WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD 
Robin Pyles, Human Protections Administrator TELEPHONE:  (270) 745-3360 
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Appendix H 
Interview Transcriptions 

 
TRANSCRIPTION 

 
PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20161111_Child_KLC 
INTERVIEWEE: Georgie Lyle Childress 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST: Dzenita Softic 
DATE: November 11, 2016 
LOCATION: 199 Union Light Church Rd, Mammoth Cave, KY 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 1 
KEYWORDS: Mammoth Cave, Ferry Boat, Community care, CCC 
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 1 recorded interview (MACA_20161111_Child_KLC_IN); 
9 photographs (MACA_02151117_AKW_PH_01); 4 documents 
(MACA_20161111_Child_KLC_Doc1) 
 
 
TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
CONTEXT:  
 
NOTES: 
 
Interviewer: My name is Dzenita Softic, a student of Doctor Erika Brady at Western Kentucky 
University. We are involved in a project with the National Park Service to see how living near 
the park effects people living nearby. It is November 11th, 2016. I am here with Georgie Lyle 
Childress at his residence. Mr. Childress, did you grow up in Mammoth Cave?  
 
#00:00:21-4# Respondent: Yes, I did. (beeping) 
 
#00:00:22-6# Interviewer: How has growing up in Mammoth Cave effected your life and do you 
have a favorite childhood memory of living near the park?  
 
#00:00:28-8# Respondent: Well, it’s…as far as “effected my life,” I don’t think there would be 
another place in the world that I’d rather live. The people here around the community are 
fantastic; they’re helpful. They’re just down-to-earth people. As far as childhood memories of 
the park, once, in elementary, we would take field trips and I don’t know if the school couldn’t 
afford to send you very far or whatever but we would - mostly - go to Mammoth Cave and take 
cave tours. One of the things that stands out to me then, but it’s not present now, is there used to 
be a Indian in a glass coffin and his name was Lost John. You could view him and then I think 
some political things got into it and they took Lost John and buried him in the cave somewhere 
and there’s only like three people that know where he’s at, which that’s respectful. But that’s one 
of the memories of my childhood that it’s not there no more. A lot of people didn’t get to see 
that, but I understand.  
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#00:02:02-9# Interviewer:  Are you one of the people who knows where he’s buried?  
 
#00:02:04-6# Respondent: No ma’am, I’m not.  
 
#00:02:06-7# Interviewer: Your parents are prominent community members here in Mammoth 
Cave. Can you tell me first how your mom stood out in the  Mammoth Cave community?  
 
#00:02:12-9# Respondent: Yes. My mother was a school teacher for thirty-one years. She started 
teaching at Lincoln School. It was a small school, not much bigger than house. She was 
approached by the principal (pause) I don’t know how old she was, but she was young, and [he] 
asked her to come and teach. And she didn’t have a college degree, but he told her that would be 
fie if she would agree to go to school  and get her major and that’s what my mother did. I think 
she taught third grade at Lincoln and then, when they consolidated and it moved to Kyrock, she 
was a reading teacher. From there, she ended up with thirty-one years in teaching. She taught a 
lot of parents and a lot of parents’ children. Even some of them’s grandchildren. She was real 
helpful, and a lot of people still talk about her this day.  
 
#00:03:34-3# Interviewer:  (incomprehensible) What made your dad a prominent community 
member?  
 
#00:03:38-3# Respondent: My dad was a deacon of the church. He was well thought-of, he was 
very honest (pause) and respectful. It just goes to show, when he passed away, there was over 
twelve hundred people signed the register at his wake and I don’t even know twelve hundred 
people. 
 
#00:04:08-0# Interviewer: (laughing)  
 
#00:04:10-3# Respondent: Which, my father, and he was the oldest son of twelve siblings, and 
he was born in 1919. When he was fifteen years, he told me, said the only lie that he ever told in 
his life : he lied about his age to join the CCC. He did that because it was during the depression. 
You had to be sixteen and he was fifteen and he lied about his age and he went out west to Utah 
to work. So he could send money back to Ma and help raise the other eleven kids. He did that, 
and after, I don’t know exactly how long he was in Utah, but he came back to Mammoth Cave 
and he worked there at I think there were four camps and his camp number was 582. He still has 
a locker and inside the locker there’s a small calendar that’s dated 1938. He was very well-
thought of. I believed him when he said that was the only lie he ever told because he was a real 
honest person.  
 
#00:05:39-0# Interviewer:  I know you’re involved in caring for your community members as 
well. You own chickens and you keep them on your property. Can you tell me how you use them 
to help your community members who may be in need?  
 
#00:05:50-3# Respondent: Well, I was raised up to help everybody in the - well, you know - 
your neighbors. Because if you don’t help your neighbors, you’re just (laughing) your neighbors 
and your family’s all you got. I have a big heart and (clear throat) I raise chickens for the fun of 
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it. Which I do eat the eggs, but I - it’s not much, but the (incomprehensible) women in the 
community, I try to take them eggs once a week or once every other week. It’s not much, but 
they appreciate it just like I was taking them a hundred dollars. It makes me feel good and they 
always remember that.  
 
#00:06:42-9# Interviewer:  Many small town communities pride themselves in being close knit 
and compassionate. What are some examples of your community expressing these qualities 
towards each other? Have there ever been times when your community has extended their hand 
to help you during difficult times or maybe even helped you celebrate the good?  
 
#00:06:57-0# Respondent: Well (pause) the people here, for example, if somebody passes away, 
they’ll bring food to your house. Just try to do the best they can do. It’s probably totally different 
then (beeping) I know in the surrounding counties, they do the same thing, but maybe if you 
leave this area, it doesn’t happen like that, but the people here, they try to help. They’re 
neighbors. And like I said before, all you’ve got is family and neighbors. I am fortunate enough 
to have very good neighbors. I’m not talking about just “next door.” I’m talking five to ten to 
twenty miles. The people in this community are very -very, very, very - kind.  
 
#00:08:00-8# Interviewer:  I gather you grew up attending the Union Light Baptist Church 
because your dad was the deacon. Were you baptized on the Green River where you work now?  
 
#00:08:07-6# Respondent: No, I wasn’t. I was baptized in Rody Creek.  
 
#00:08:11-7# Interviewer:  You’re a self-proclaimed “river rat” because you have an interesting 
and unusual job as a ferry boat captain. Can you please explain what a carry - what a “ferry” boat 
captain job entails?  
 
#00:08:20-5# Respondent: You have a (pause) well, some people think it’s probably just going 
back and forth across the river, but there is a lot of safety issues. In the summer time, you have 
canoers and kayakers and you may have as many as 200 canoers and kayakers a day. And then, 
it’s busy in the summer time, and you may have as many as 300 cars on your shift. You’ve got to 
get the vehicles across and you also have to look out for the canoers and kayakers that’s 
launching and taking out. Sometimes it’s strenuous; you’re trying to be safe for everybody. I 
think, from my experience being on the river in my off time, probably 75% of the people that 
rent canoes and kayaks has never been in a canoe and kayak and (pause) they just - those are the 
ones that you really have to look out after (laughing) because it’s - they don’t know. It’s kind of 
funny to watch them, but it’s like anything else; everybody’s got to learn sometime or another. 
You’ve got to start from somewhere.  
 
#00:09:54-1# Interviewer:  But how do you learn to judge the signs when it isn’t safe to be on 
the ferry or river? Like how would a person that’s inexperienced, such as a canoer, know to 
judge these signs?  
 
#00:10:02-4# Respondent: Well, the park (pause) discourages canoers and kayakers if it’s above 
ten feet. Which, I won’t get on the river if it’s above ten feet. It’s too crazy. There’s four 
outfitters and they have a policy with the park, or the park has a policy with them, that they 
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cannot rent canoes or kayaks if it’s above ten feet. So if someone has their own kayak or canoe, 
yes: they could put in. But they discourage it. They can’t stop them, but they can do what- they 
can’t try to tell them - you know, it’s dangerous. And it is dangerous.  
 
#00:10:56-4# Interviewer:  What do you have to learn to become a ferry boat captain? Did it 
involve special training or did you have to earn a certification of some kind?  
 
#00:11:02-8# Respondent: Yes. (pause) You have to go to a school in Memphis for - you have to 
get a coast guard - it’s a Merchant Mariner’s Certificate. There’s three tests involved. The first 
step you take, you have to go get a TWIC card. “TWIC” is what they call it. It’s from homeland 
security, so they’re making sure you’re not a terrorist or whatever and then, after you’re 
approved for that, you can go to Memphis and do your testing, and if you pass your test, you get 
your Merchant Marine Certificate.  
 
#00:11:54-9# Interviewer:  Does one work their way up to being ferryboat captain, or (pause) do 
you just get the certificate and after you complete the (incomprehensible) sorry (laughing) and 
after you’ve completed the certificate, you automatically become captain?  
 
#00:12:08-5# Respondent: Uh (pause) It wasn’t until (pause) I think two thousand and (pause) 
(beeping) ten that the Coastguard said that we had to have a license. Before then, we didn’t, and 
(pause) which, they work with us. It took us a couple of year for everybody to get theirs for 
whoever went to get them. But before, just if you were a WG7 maintenance worker, you could 
run the ferry. But then they made it where you have to have a license and it had to be a 
Coastguard license. That’s where all that fell into place.  
 
#00:13:09-9# Interviewer:  There are three ferries here, correct?  
 
#00:13:12-4# Respondent: No, there’s only one now. There used to be two. It’s been gone - 
Houchins Ferry - it’s been out of service for probably six years now.  
 
#00:13:25-7# Interviewer:  Okay. How many staff members are involved on a single ferry? 
Could you describe the different responsibilities of the staff?  
 
#00:13:32-6# Respondent: Uh, we have three main ferry operators and (pause) there’s one that’s 
a relief operator and basically the three ferry operators operate the boats seven days a week 364 
days a week (year?). We’re only closed on Christmas and unless it’s high-water or mechanical 
functions. (footsteps)  
 
#00:14:22-2# Interviewer:  How long have you been a ferryboat captain and how did you get into 
it?  
 
#00:14:26-4# Respondent: Well, I worked for the park service for nine years. I run the ferry off 
and on in that nine years, but since the spring of 2016 is when I became a ferryboat captain 
(laughing).  
 
#00:14:48-4# Interviewer:  Many people wonder why there is a ferry and not a bridge. Why do 
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you think there’s a ferry being favored here in Mammoth Cave over a bridge?  
 
#00:14:55-6# Respondent:  Well, the ferry’s been there for years, even before there was a park, 
and what I’ve been told is if they build a bridge, it would have to withstand the hundred-year 
flood. So I don’t know what that means. The highest I’ve ever seen the water is 40, 46 or 48 
feet? Which that’s way up there, but a hundred year flood? I don’t know what they’re talking 
about there. (laughing)   
 
#00:15:27-0# Interviewer: (laughing) Does the ferry carry only vehicles at the moment and if so, 
are there plans for it to carry pedestrians in the future as well?  
 
#00:15:33-3# Respondent: Yes, we do carry vehicles, and we do ferry bikers and hikers, but we 
were supposed to get a modified ferry and it will have a special place for pedestrians and bikers 
and it will be bigger. Right now, we can only haul 18 -  or we have an 8-ton limit - and I think 
that the new boat, or the modified boat, will haul 6 or 12 tons I think.  
 
#00:16:16-1# Interviewer:  When are these changes taking place?  
 
#00:16:17-8# Respondent: I’ve been told in the Spring of 2017.  
 
#00:16:23-2# Interviewer:  What is a day in the life of a ferryboat captain like?  
 
#00:16:26-5# Respondent: Well, if you’re on morning shift, you have to open the gate - depends 
on which side you live on - you open the gate and go down, check the oil, unlock all the cabinets 
because you have the life-saver rings and lifejackets in one cabinet and then you go to the next 
side of the ferry and walk up the hill and open that gate. At six o’clock, you got to be ready to 
call in to Brownsville Dispatch and tell them you’re in service. And vice versa, if you’re on night 
shift, which ever thing is pretty much kosher - you just come down and relief the day shift guy - 
but at night, after you get everything shut down, your vehicles counted, your canoes counted and 
put down, then you call dispatch and tell them that you’re out of service. That’s just to tell them 
that we are okay, we’re here and we are okay, we’re going home.  
 
#00:17:54-1# Interviewer:  What do you enjoy most about your job?  
 
#00:17:56-8# Respondent: Seeing the wildlife. The eagles, the deer swim across the rivers, the 
beavers, and the people. The different people from different areas. I enjoy talking to the locals. 
Some people I ain’t seen in a long time, I come by, they ain’t seen me and they talk. Basically, 
that’s what I enjoy. And being on the river. (laughing)  
 
#00:18:30-8# Interviewer: (laughing) What do you learn about people through your job and what 
kind of people do you get to meet?  
 
#00:18:35-1# Respondent: Oh lord. All different kinds of people. (laughing) It’s really (pause) I 
don’t know how to answer that question. That’s a good one, but I see all different kinds of 
people, and it’s unbelievable.  
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#00:19:02-1# Interviewer:  Are they usually people who are used to wildlife or do you 
sometimes get the opportunity to show them things that they otherwise wouldn’t see?  
 
#00:19:08-5# Respondent: No, a lot of people haven’t seen a deer or a turkey or a bald eagle - a 
lot of people haven’t seen that - and I try to, if I can see one, if I can get someone, even the 
locals, I will show them a bald eagle because a lot of people have never seen a bald eagle. I get 
to see a ball eagle almost every day.  
 
#00:19:32-0# Interviewer:  That’s wonderful. What aspect of being a ferryboat captain do you 
find a little less pleasant?  
 
#00:19:38-3# Respondent: Uh (pause) well, not really less pleasant for me, but right now the 
GPS, which nobody uses a map anymore, and a GPS will bring people in from the North side of 
the river and it’s unpleasant for them because it takes them…well, it takes them through a scenic 
route, but still, they could be so much closer by going by the interstate. Some vehicles like RVs 
that weigh over eight tons, I cannot ferry them. And if there’s a school bus that’s got more than 
18 people on it, I can’t ferry them because I don’t have enough life jackets. You know, 
preservers on the boat. That’s the only thing that really (pause) I mean it doesn’t upset me, but I 
hate it for the people you know, that they have to drive another 40 miles around to get to the 
Visitor Center.  
 
#00:20:47-1# Interviewer:  Now, you say you get a lot of visitors especially during the Summer 
months. What kind of questions do you find yourself getting asked most by these visitors, or any 
visitor?  
 
#00:20:57-3# Respondent: “Why isn’t there a bridge here?” and “Is this the way to Mammoth 
Cave?” (laughing)  
 
#00:21:05-3# Interviewer:  (laughing) Is there any question you wish you had been asked that 
you wish you could answer? Or, in other words, do you wish to express something you find 
important about your job that you would like others to know?  
 
#00:21:14-5# Respondent: Um… 
 
#00:21:16-2# Interviewer:  Or is there any fact about Mammoth Cave that you want people to 
know or be aware of?  
 
#00:21:21-5# Respondent: Well, they ask questions and I try to tell them all that I know about it, 
but I don’t know everything about Mammoth Cave. I learn more every day and I just tell them 
experiences about me working in there and when I would go there as a child. (pause) Basically, 
they’ll ask where the good places are to camp, what kind of fish you catch in the river, where’s a 
good place to fish, which all up and down the river’s a good place, but if you don’t have a boat, 
you’ve got to fish from the bank, so (pause) I try to accommodate them the best I can.  
 
#00:22:06-8# Interviewer:  Aside from your job as a ferryboat captain, are there any hobbies you 
like to do on the river in your free time?  
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#00:22:12-2# Respondent: Yes. I love to camp, I love to fish, I love to hunt. There’s just 
something about being on the river and staying there is so peaceful. It’s like a different world. 
The food tastes better. Just cooking over an open fire, I don’t know, it’s - you don’t have 
electricity. No television. No computer. It’s just back to basics.  
 
#00:22:46-0# Interviewer:  Very free and relaxing.  
 
#00:22:47-2# Respondent: Yep.  
 
#00:22:47-8# Interviewer: Are there any way in which you would like to see your job or your 
community improve or change? Or do you have any personal hopes for the future of your job or 
community?  
 
#00:22:56-7# Respondent: I’m not big on changes. The majority of the people who live in this 
community probably feel the same way I do. We’re a tight-knit community. The people here, 
like I said, pretty much will know everybody and - which our community is - (pause) (beeping) 
It’s a different part of Edmondson County. Which, before they put the dam in, you usually had to 
go across the river by boat or go down the river to get to Brownsville, and it was just a different 
world. Then they put the dam in and had a road across (laughing) that opened it up, but we’ve 
always been looked at as just a different part of Edmondson County, this community. But we’re 
proud of it.  
 
#00:23:59-7# Interviewer:  Mr. Childress, thank you. This has been a wonderful pleasure. We 
may be in touch with you at a later date for more. In the mean time, is there anyone else you 
think we should contact?  
 
#00:24:07-8# Respondent: (pause) I don’t know nobody at this time. If I do, I’ll let you know.  
 
#00:24:13-8# Interviewer:  Alright. Thank you again.  
 
#00:24:15-3# Respondent: You’re welcome. 
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[00:00:00] 

KW:  Ok, this is Kay Westhues and I’m here at the Brownsville Public Library and it is, uh, June 29 th, 2016 and I’m 

here talking with Lewis Cutliff, we’re going to talk about the history of Mammoth Cave area and the history of the 

cave tours.  Um, would you like to introduce yourself – tell us a little about yourself? 

LC:  I’m Lewis Cutliff, I live in Park City, Kentucky.  We had to move out of the park when I was five years old, 

and my main residence has been in Park City although I have been other places – some – when I was in the Air 

Force for four years.  Lived in Bowling Green about three… So I’ve always spent my life around and in Mammoth 

Cave National Park.  Family had been there since the War of 1812 – Saltpeter mining operations – so it would have 

been my great-great-grandfather, I guess, that, uh, worked there as a boy when the Saltpeter [unsure].  And 

then…well both sides of the family has been there and done various jobs.  My dad was guide, he started when he 

was 15.  My grandfather on my mother’s side, Joe McDaniel, uh, he started as a boy as a porter.  He was a porter 
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during the time when the original hotel burned, and he, he’s the one that went and banged on the doors, woke 

everybody up and got them out.  And like I said, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and whoever, we worked there all 

our lives, most of us. 

KW:  So it is in your blood? (laughs) 

LC:  Good, or bad. (laughs) 

KW:  You could say (laughs).  So do you want to tell us a little more about the early history that, that you have been 

told, um, about your family? 

LC:  Well like I said, you know, started with what I just said – it’s just been a progressive thing that uh, they worked 

there and – various jobs – and, like I said my grandfather on my mother’s side was a young boy and came there and 

he worked as a porter.  He’d meet the stagecoaches and room people and, uh, wait on them and, uh…. My 

grandmother was, uh – during the time said, “you see this, uh…. After Dr. Crone died who was, uh, who bought the 

cave, and he’s the one that started the salt – uh – TB experiment there… 

KW:  Mm’hmm 

LC:  …after he died he left that to my nieces and nephews.  Wasn’t to be sold until the last one – (coughs) heir died, 

and the last heir died in ’26, 1926.  That’s when it began to be made into a park movement.”  Anyway… My 

grandmother was, uh, Violet Blair Jennings’ personal maid when she would come down here from Washington, and 

she was one of the original heirs from Dr. Crone.  And you notice I said “Violet Blair Jennings” – she was of the 

Blair people that lived across the street in the white house.  That group, the Blair House was their house – the white 

house.  And, um, so, they would come own occasionally – and then her husband, Judge Jenning (coughs) he was 

from Louisiana, but he came here and stayed and managed the cage for a while, and, uh… After that, then that’s 

when I said the last heir died, and they were able to sell it, and then it began to be made into a national park as early 

as, uh, 1911, uh…. The local senator from here, from Brownsville, um, introduced legislation along with another 

man to get this made into a national park, and it took them a while to get it done, but um, they were finally 

approved, I think in ’25, ’26.  That’s when they started buying up the land, and beginning to make the park. 

KW:  And that was a pretty, uh, pretty scary for the land owners in the area – like not knowing what was going to 

happen? 

[00:05:00] 

LC:  Yeah, they had, um….. Of course, you know, you go back into history – the people came in here, the earliest 

people came in on Land Grants – you know, after the Revolutionary War, uh, the government set aside so much land 

on the south side of Green River to be Land Grants for Civil War – I mean, the Revolutionary War soldiers.  And, 

uh, that’s how a lot of people started coming in, and then a lot of other people just started to coming, and, uh, began 

to build up until there was over 500 farms, homesteads, and people that, uh, were moved out of here when it was 

made a park.  They originally had asked for 72,000 acres before they’d, uh, make it a national park, but finally it was 

agreed upon that they’d take less and that’s when they movement started.  The Mammoth Cave National Park 

Association formed, and uh, did the work, the leg work and the legal work and all that in order to acquire, uh, the 

land.  And then, in the ‘30s, of course the National Park Association which is still in existence, didn’t have the type 

of condemnation so they joined with the, uh, state.  That’s when the Joint Operating Committee, uh, came into being 

– I think that was ’32, ’33,’34, somewhere along in there.  And uh, it was – they operated it then but uh… although 

after the legislation passed for it to be made a park they had an interim superintendent here, Robert P. Owen, but 

still, they didn’t assume control until ’41 thought him.  And then the war along and it wasn’t dedicated as a park 

until ’46.  And uh… 

KW:  So during that time in the 40s were the tours still going on? 
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LC:  Oh yeah, they never stopped – I mean, while, while they were buying it up, and, you know, they were still 

operating under the [unsure of word] of the Association. 

KW:  Okay 

LC:  And uh, no – they never stopped having tours. 

KW:  And were you – your family was working then – they were working for the Association then at that time?  

Or…. 

LC:  No, Daddy started here when he was 15.  He was born in 1900 and he was there throughout until 1940, ’40…. 

But, McDaniel’s side… he was a photographer after he – you know he was a porter as I said before, but then, when 

[not sure of word], the man who was a photographer for [unsure] – state…. um, after the old motel burned, why, 

they operated out of temporary buildings and whatever, you know. 

KW:  Hmm. 

LC:  And that’s when my grandfather started taking over the photo shop – photo gallery they called it – and he ran 

that until he died.  He died in 1950. 

KW:  So did he take portraits of people or landscapes or how did…. 

LC:  No, at the time – I know you’ve seen these pictures, uh, some of the older pictures – people were sitting on 

donkeys in front of a drape [?] it looked like – formation – and that kind of thing.  They’d take those, but the main 

purpose was to take pictures of groups going into the cave.  They’d process them while they were in there and then 

sell them to them when they got out. 

KW:  Wow.  So, were they large negatives?  The very large negatives? 

LC:  Five by seven glass plates… 

KW:  Wow, isn’t that amazing? 

LC:  And before that I think he went – he had a three and a half by five or something like that.  But, what he was 

using when I… Like I said we had to move out in ’35 and we moved to Park City.  My daddy, they gave him 

permission when he was working, and Miss Donna [unsure of name] I think did it and she was one of the matters at 

the time.  And allowed him to build a house just over in front of where the Visitor Center is now, over where you go 

up into the picnic area… 

KW:  Okay. 

LC:  Their house sit right there on the left.  He built the house and bolted it together and then when we had to leave 

he unbolted the house and we took it to Park City and put it back together (laughs). 

[00:10:03] 

KW:  Is that house – is it still there? 

LC:  It’s still there. 

KW:  Oh, that’s amazing. 
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LC:  But it’s been remodeled since then. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  So do you have any of those old glass negatives still? 

LC:  I do. 

KW:  That’s pretty amazing history there.  Do you ever think about, like, printing them out or do you share them 

for… 

LC:  Oh I’ve – what – what my mother, she worked for her daddy and his, uh, photo finisher.  And my aunt did, and 

I did (laughs). 

KW:  Oh, wow. 

LC:  When I was about twelve I started running negatives on busy days.  The photographer would stay at the 

entrance.  I’d run and get the negative, bring it back up the hill, we’d process it and then they would – when they 

people came out we would sell the pictures to them.  And uh, so I started at that and then graduated to doing the 

photography about when I was fourteen. 

KW:  Oh, wow. 

LC:  And I did that during school years.  And then uh, I went to the Air Force.  And uh, when I came back, Marty 

[unsure of last name] who was the chief guide asked me to – would I want to be a guide and I said, “sure” so… That 

was my first federal job, so I was – that was in ’56 in August – July or August. 

KW:  So, at that time, how did you learn the, the profession?  How did you learn to be a guide? 

LC:  Well, my daddy was a guide.  And my uncles were guides.  I hung around the guide house all the time, 

listening to the old guides, go on the cave trips.  That’s the way they, they learned. 

KW:  That’s interest… Yeah, learn through… 

LC:  Well it used to be that – a lot – most of the guides followed their dads.  Their dads were guides and they came 

along and then their sons came along.  And uh, you didn’t have all of this rigmarole you got to go through to get 

hired today…. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  The man-, manager of the hotel and the cave that they said, “you want a job?” (laughs) you know?  And they 

knew everybody.  They knew that, they knew my daddy had me, they knew Josh Wilson had two or three sons, and I 

mean it was just handed down. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And then, like I said, a lot of the women worked and my mother in photography, my grandmother did that, too.  

She had four kids and then some of them worked in linen service for the hotel and dining room – I mean – it was just 

a community of people and… 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  Kind of like a town.  Blacks and whites lived there, you know, and worked there. 
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KW:  So that’s interesting, too, that there was, uh, that people worked together… 

LC:  (laughs)  I mean – friends…. No trouble. 

KW:  One, one thing that I’ve been watching those videos – those park Rangerlore videos – and uh, in a couple of 

videos they were talking about how when the Parks Service took, uh, took over the, the African American guides 

were let go? 

LC:  Well, I’ll tell you the story about it.  They didn’t let them go, per se, they just blanketed some of them over.  

They couldn’t blanket all of them over.  And uh… The black person who was going to be blanketed over he had a 

felony against him and he couldn’t be blanketed. 

KW:  So by “blanketed” that means just brought over to the new… 

LC:  Just, moved them over from private, joint, state working to federal jobs. 

[not sure who this is talking]:  Did your dad – what private cave did your dad work for?  Was he a guide in one of 

those caves like New Entrance or Diamond Caverns or… 

[00:14:43] 

LC:  Well, he worked – when he left here he worked at Diamond Caverns a while.  Now when he was at uh, 

working at New Entrance – see, that was another story in itself.  Morrison, uh, had bought – he had gotten into one 

section of the cave, found out that it was part of Mammoth Cave that was under land that he had the control.  So, 

there’s a big lawsuits and all that stuff, but – that was operated as a separate entity.  There’s a certain section in the 

cave if you’re on the long route – like the all day trip or the half day – at one point, at Martha’s Vineyard there, the 

trails split off where you had come in this way – and the trails split off and then came this direction and that’s where 

the line was so they couldn’t go any further.  But it’s the same cave, you see? 

KW:  Mm’hmm 

LC:  And um, finally when they bought all the land and they bought Morrison out then they combined – I think it’s 

almost a million dollars, the whole thing cost. That section up there I forgotten how much it was it cost – but 

combined, the whole thing was about [eighty?] dollars. 

KW:  Wow. 

LC:  And then that, as I said, that was operated then through the uh, Joint Operating Committee.   

KW:  Mm’hmm.  You know, there were so many interesting features, that I keep – every time I interview someone 

or watch an interview I learn about – like I just learned about Martha’s Vineyard.  I’ve never heard of that feature.  

There’s so many interesting features in the cave… 

LC:  It’s named for one of the, one of the heir’s daughters.  Lot of names in there – Serena’s Arbor – and a lot of 

those places named after those kids that [unsure] 

KW:  What is your – do you have, like uh, a particular favorite tour, or favorite tour that you like to give when you 

were working as a cave guide? 

LC:  I liked the main cave from – it start [unsure] out through Violet City entrance.  And I like the all day trip.  You 

go in down here and then you’d end up at Frozen Niagara entrance, and they, they could do that after they got the 

land that Morrison had – he had a straight through – but the old all day trip – that’s when my dad and all those did it, 
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you when in down at the historic entrance and you went back to uh, beyond what – you’re not familiar with the 

cave, I don’t suppose?  But what was the Dining Room, on past that and out to where the steps come in now in the 

Carmichael entrance where you used to come in on the half day trip.  And they went back that far then they had to 

retrace and go and come back out the natural entrance.  So it was, it was uh, it was an all day trip.  It was about 

seven or eight miles. 

KW:  Oh, wow.   

LC:  You had to cross the river twice, you know? 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  The boats down there underground. 

KW:  How often did they give that tour where you were working there? 

LC:  Well, when I started – he started me where I did that thirty days straight.  Seven miles every day and, and then 

uh, they would do that, that you had to learn these, these trips.  Used to you had to trailer – be a trailer for three 

years before they’d turn you loose guide and now they turn them loose at three weeks.  You know?  So…  You lose 

something.  Because if they don’t know something they’ll make up something, you know?  But anyhow, back… 

Where did I lose my…. 

KW:  The seven day tour – I was just interested in – that’s a long walk every day for thirty days, I mean… 

LC:  But, you know, it’s better where you get your group and you’re with them all day than to make three or four 

other trips where you’ve got different people.  I liked it because you get to know people. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  I bet – yeah – you met a lot of people during that time.  Is there anyone that stands out that you… 

LC:  I took Johnny Cash and his son in the cave one time.  I took, uh, Ronald Raegan in the cave, when he came 

here in ’84. 

KW:  Oh, he was president. 

[00:19:57] 

LC:  Mm’hmm.  And, um, I’m sure there’s been others.  Anne Miller was here but I sent somebody else with her 

when I was chief guide.  Of course, back in the older days you had people like Ole Bull, that’s a famous Swedish 

violinist, you know – or, Norwegian violinist.  Jenny Lynne was Swedish – what’d they call her? 

KW:  The singer, yeah. 

LC:  Mm’hmm, singer, yeah.  She had a nightingale or something, I don’t know. 

KW:  It was a bird, yeah. 

LC:  And then you had, uh – you had other people that had run for office, you know?  And they were – trying to 

think it was now – and you had Edwin Booth here back in eighteen – I think it was, eighteen and seventy something.  

It was John Wilkes Booth’s brother.  He was a Shakespearean actor, too, and there’s a place there called Booth’s 

Amphitheater where he stood and recited… 

KW:  Oh yeah…. 
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LC:  To the audience below. 

KW:  So much history in that cave. 

LC:  Oh yeah. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And, uh, they can’t leave it alone.  They change this, they change that.  To me that’s wrong.  And they paved 

down there now – you know – what cave ever had bricks in it or pavement stones?  Uhh… Anyway… 

KW:  When you were a kid did you go in there then with your dad? 

LC:  I did some and some with my uncles.  And – of course I, I couldn’t just tag along because they had a job to do.  

My momma would go with my sometime. 

KW:  Mmm.  So then after the Parks Service took over the property, um, did you still continue working as a guide?  

Right, at that point? Or did you… 

LC:  You talking about me? 

KW:  Yeah. 

LC:  Well I started after the Parks Service… 

KW:  Oh, you started after the Parks Service. 

LC:  My dad… 

KW:  I’m sorry. Yeah. 

LC:  My uncles and all them did. 

KW:  Okay, they continued. 

LC:  They continued, yeah. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

AT:  So what area of the park did your family live in? 

LC:  Alright.  Now I was born right there, like I told you, about 300 yards from the Visitor Center.  My grandfather’s 

house was over, um – well you know the road that goes over to Onyx Cave and that way? 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  Well, that is – his house is just about almost directly in front of that towards the hotel.  And used – back then to 

– there was other buildings there, he was about 300 yards from the old hotel and that’s why – and my mother, my 

grandmother got up with a baby and saw the fire that night and he, he jumped in the – out and ran over there in his 

underwear to get people up.  And it was cold.  It was in the winter.   
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KW:  Mmm. 

LC:  And uh, he lived there.  Then uh, one of his nephews lived down just across the [unsure of word] and another 

right behind him.  And then there were other people that lived like out where the elevator is, and off of the side roads 

and over on Flint Ridge, you know, towards the Great Onyx and in that area.  Now that’s my family, the Cutliff side, 

on the farm down there in that Eaton Valley, and up – part of the land where the superintendent’s house sits – it sits 

there now but there using it for superintendent’s office.  And that’s where they had land.  Then my grand, 

grandfather’s people had land on the other side down close to the river.  There was a community of people up there 

around the Mammoth Cave Church… 

KW:  Mmm. 

LC:  …and um, there was a black church, a black school, and there was uh a black hotel back there that uh, Matt 

Bransford ran. 

AT:  Do you remember the names of the black church and the black school? 

KW:  It’s on the cemetery map. 

LC:  It’s on a map – I can’t remember offhand right now. 

KW:  Yeah, it’s on the cemetery map. 

LC:  But it’s right on the top of the bluffs there at Three Springs Bluff, you know? It’s… 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  So… 

[00:25:00] 

LC:  I’ve got – I had this friend that – well some of those people moved to Park City… 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  …after they left here.  And uh, I had a friend out there and he was kin to some of those people, the Mansfields 

and some of those black people.  And he told me – and I didn’t know this – so, just before he died, probably a year 

or two – we got to talking about it and, he said – he laughed, and he said “Lewis, some of them women used to walk 

out here to church” – Zion Hill Church was there in Park City – and he said “they’d, they’d carry their Sunday shoes 

with them.  They’d carry them in their hands and then walk in something else.”  But that’s a long ways from over on 

the ridge to Park City, you’re talking nine miles. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  Nine miles.  Then, people walked everywhere they went. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  You didn’t ride a horse or something. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  So you had to keep your shoes… 

LC:  So you wouldn’t – cars didn’t start coming here until nineteen four.  That was the first car that came here a 

nineteen four Buick.  Before that you had a little railroad. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 595 

KW:  Oh yeah. 

LC:  Before that you had the stagecoach. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And in the meantime you also had, um, steamboats coming up from Evansville. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And other places. 

KW:  The ferries are interesting also.  The ferries that were used. 

LC:  That’s another pet peeve of mine.  In the legislation that formed this place they were supposed to keep both 

those ferries open and the roads to the cemeteries.  Took it on themselves to close the Houchen’s Ferry a year or two 

ago and then they took it out of the river.  And they say they legislation didn’t mean that.  Working with some 

manics[unsure], you know, to get what you want.  But it clearly stated that in the formation [unsure of last words] 

KW:  Are you able to access your family cemeteries in the park?  Is that something you… 

LC:  Oh yeah, I can.  I don’t have a particular family except for these two.  Let’s see, my grandfather and 

grandmother are in Abbeville Cemetery, don’t have – they have – unmarked grave.  I know the grave but I need to 

put a stone up but I haven’t.  Whey they didn’t before I don’t know.  But, that’s families, you know?  And then, my 

great-grandfather, his stone is down in the Eaton Valley.  Down below the Three Springs Bluff area.  And it was 

found by Norman Warnell and Greg Davis – I mean um, Lee Davis.  They were walking down there, looking for 

another cemetery, I think, and stumbled over a rock and started digging to see what it was and it was his – it’s uh, 

it’s a regular stone, carved and it’s about that wide and maybe twice that high. 

KW:  About two feet? 

LC:  And it’s close to the chimney over there where their house was. 

KW:  Mmm.  Oh. 

LC:  So, that’s, just the only Cutliff grave down there.  And uh, then I have some over in the um, Mammoth Cave 

Church Cemetery. 

KW:  We were just there. 

LC:  That’s where most of the MacDaniels would be.  And Uncle Bill Cutliff, my granddaddy’s brother, he’s buried 

in Abbeville Cemetery.  And they all live in that little complex over there, you know? 

KW:  Oh.  Over by the Mammoth Hill? 

LC:  In that general area. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  I know, um, I’ve talked with other people, uh usually – describe how people came back to the park 

after they were, uh…. 

LC:  Yeah.  Uh, it was a big thing.  Um, after they left they scattered.  Like, some went to Louisville, some went to 

Indianapolis, some went to Missouri, some went to [unsure], some went to Kewanee, Illinois. 
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KW:  Kewanah? 

LC:  Kewanee.  

KW:  Oh, I know a Kewanee, Indiana. 

LC:  Yeah. 

KW:  Interesting.  I thought there was only one Kewanee (laughs). 

LC:  Yeah. No.  Other places, but I mean, they kind of scattered. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

[00:29:56] 

LC:  Some stayed around close here over in Barren County, Warren County, different places.  Some stayed in 

Edmonson County.  And uh – people are – they always – people are clannish in this area.  Family means a lot, you 

know?  Of course a lot of them come from Scotch-Irish people.  But um, um…. Just uh, they scattered and then 

Fourth of July was a big celebration day.  They all came back – well not all of them, but a lot of them.  Because they 

needed that they could relate to somebody that they had known or lived by or part of the family.  I know a lot of my 

people used to come back from those places.  And people that you had known, they had known, and what – they’d 

start coming in at seven o’clock in the morning and they’d bring big baskets of food with them, sit down under the 

trees and visit, talk about old times. 

KW:  So how old were you when that was happening? 

LC:  Well I can remember back when I was four years old, and I was – after we left here, um, well, my mother and 

daddy was working here so they’d bring me – my mother would bring me over here because she didn’t have 

anywhere else to leave me.  I’d say by the time I was seven I remember all this. 

KW:  Hmm. 

LC:  And uh, you didn’t have – want for anything to eat.  If you stand there looking at them they’re going to give 

you a chicken leg or something. 

KW:  (laughs) 

LC:  (laughs)  So they would do that and they had a program down at the, uh, amphitheater, they’d have music, 

people speaking who’d been here, prominent citizens that wanted to say something, you know, it’s….  It was just a 

gathering, a coming home thing. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And that petered out about – well I don’t know – in the ‘80s.  And – but, then the Mammoth Cave Association 

tried to bring it back and we did it for four or five years.  But you see, nobody was to come except people around 

here that may be a distant relative, or maybe their dad or their mother had worked later.  

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  As the generations changed it became less and less, you know, they didn’t have that feeling that their parents 

and their parents’ near offspring had. 
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KW:  The feeling of that – of the home?  Of homeplace or the home? 

LC:  Just, didn’t have that feeling and they weren’t – too much stuff to interest them otherwise – they go to the lake, 

they go to where – golfing or… Some of them don’t want to come back that far, you know, or whatever. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  But there has been a general interest in um, genealogy.  I mean they, they will search for their roots some of 

them do, but that’s about the most interest generated I think. 

KW:  Do you think that those gatherings kind of helped, um, I guess, helped pass on the information to like the next 

generation… serve in that way? 

LC:  Oh yeah.  That’s the way it got – it happened.  Um, and that’s why, I guess, you are getting more interest in 

genealogy like that.  Somebody said “Oh, my grandfather or my great-grandfather and great uncle they worked at 

Mammoth Cave.  I’m going to see if I can find out something,” you know?   

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  And then some of the – excuse me – some of the people who had daddies and uncles and grandpas and all that 

that worked here, they started a site, a website or something about Mammoth Cave and all that stuff.  And I tell you, 

that thing took on and it worried me to death there for a while. 

AT:  You had to have like a special log in to get onto it, is that correct? 

LC:  I think so. 

AT:  Yeah, I tried to get on there to look up some photographs and I couldn’t (laughs) 

LC:  Yeah, it was by invitation (laughs) pretty much. 

AT:  Yeah… 

LC:  Well it – looked kind of like, um, Facebook thing, you know? 

KW:  Mm’hmm 

LC:  You got to have somebody to get you on there, don’t you? 

KW:  Depends on the group.  There’s a private group, some public groups, but… 

LC:  Yeah… 

[00:35:00] 

KW:  Well that’s… so is that still, is that still active that website? 

LC:  Yeah, they had a good one and somehow or another they, they had to change it or, they lost that one and then 

they changed and started another one. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 
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LC:  They say it’s a little harder to get on, or something.  I don’t know.  I don’t even fool with those things. 

KW:  So, what year did you retire from the Parks Service? 

LC:  ’92. 

KW:  ’92.  So that was a…. 

LC:  I worked my way up from the lowest I could be until I was acting Chief of Interpretation. 

KW:  Oh, so you did interpretation?  So what was that like?  What was that – so did you work… 

LC:  In the cave guiding until I got to be chief, and then, um, my, me and my sister we did all the scheduling and 

planning the trips and stuff like that you got to do. 

KW:  Did, did you have any, um, freedom in like shaping the, shaping the tours? 

LC:  Yes I did. 

KW:  That’s good (laughs).  Good to have that. 

LC:  Well, it’s hard to say… it didn’t last.  You know, for other people.  Some of them thought we’d be doing 

everything wrong and to change it.  Some people think change is good when it’s not. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  I always thought if something ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  But anyway – no I…. I worked under the chief.  I was 

promoted in ’71 to his assistant and then I got to be the chief in ’73 when he left. 

KW:  Hmm. 

LC:  But we – you know that… 

KW:  So what… 

LC:  We’d get approval from the chief interpreter but as long as it was handling the people, that’s what they want. 

KW:  Did you introduce any new tours, then? 

LC:  Oh yeah. 

KW:  What did…. 

LC:  I got back some that they had taken off.  I’d gotten all of them back for like the Old Historic and Gothic 

Avenue and got the Echo River back.  And I was working on the all day.  But um, we had a superintendent that had 

the bridges tore out, we couldn’t have – continue to have the, um, Echo River anymore.  Because the ecologist says 

“well, it’s harming those blind cave shrimp” and all that.  They’ve been there eons, thousands of years, and human 

habitations, or relations to them, and have been going on for a hundred and some years.  And, I’ll take you down 

there now and you could find big, blind fish that long.  Like I said, everybody got to make their own little niche, you 

know?  And they got to change or do something different.  That’s not always good. 
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KW:  So, what was the favorite that you brought back when you were working on that?  What was, uh, one you 

were most kind of happy about? 

LC:  Echo River. 

KW:  Echo River.  How long of a tour was that? 

LC:  Three hours. 

KW:  Wow.  And that was the boats we were talking with, actually… 

AT:  Clay Hanson. 

KW:  Clay Hanson about making those boats. 

LC:  I used to build them myself down there, the guides did.  And then they bought aluminum boats back just before 

– let’s see – about ’60, 1960, ’61 somewhere along in there.  Right before we took that trip up. 

KW:  Mmm. 

LC:  Then fifty – ’64 – I think it was ’64 they lighted underground light system down near the river, and uh, 

extended across the river to the flood level on the other side.  And there was one trip made through there on those 

lights before they did away with that trip.  A man, Shorty Coates, made that trip and that was in ’65. 

KW:  Shorty Coates was an older guide also, wasn’t he?  I’ve heard some stories about him.  So how many guides 

did come over at that time from working… 

[00:40:00] 

LC:  They were authorized seventeen.  Like I said, one of them didn’t make it.  And uh – but – then uh, I think they 

used one of those positions towards – in the tickets…. 

KW:  Oh. 

LC:  But when I started, we had sixteen permanent, full-time guides on the, on the staff.  Now –  and that’s what we 

did.  And we had a chief guide and an assistant chief guide.  And uh, now they’ve got, they’ve lost about all the 

permanents and the ones that aren’t permanent don’t go in the cave much so…What do you do?  And um… I lost 

my chain of thought. 

KW:  Wow.  There’s been a lot of – that’s some major changes.  We’ve learned that in this project.  We have 

learned a lot, um, just talking to people about how it’s changed. Do… 

LC:  Well, this is change and not for the better, I’d say.  The Parks Service itself is changed.  Trying to be politically 

correct, you’re trying to do this you’re trying to get special programs that don’t amount to much.  You know?  

You’re getting away from preserving and protecting.  You know? 

KW:  Do, do you – how – you’ve been on any of the Roots of the Cave tours?  That’s something that I’m kind of 

curious about – those Roots of the Cave tours that are about the… families… 

LC:  Oh yeah, I went on uh, uh Historic Lantern, Lantern tour year before last I guess. 

KW:  Was that just for families, then, a private tour? 
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LC:  Anybody that, uh, [unsure] roots could go. 

KW:  Oh, okay, so it was open to the public, I didn’t know that. 

AT:  Well, they have the Roots in the Cave and you can buy like, a special day pass for those and it’s like multiple 

events throughout the day. 

KW:  Okay. 

LC:  Now that will be going on in November. 

KW:  Okay. 

AT:  Has your family every participated in that?  Has your family’s story ever been told? 

LC:  Yeah, that was, uh, I think it was three, three, four, three years ago I guess our family was featured.   

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  In fact, Bob Thompson – you may be familiar with him – he’s from Ohio, he writes a lot of books about 

Mammoth Cave and other things.  He wrote a book on my family.  

KW:  Oh, he did?  Is it, uh, available like locally in the libraries, you think? 

LC:  I don’t know.  It may be in the library.  They don’t sell it over here, they… 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 

LC:  That I know about. 

AT:  On the Cutliff side, or the MacDaniels… 

LC:  Both. 

AT:  Both. 

LC:  He included both. 

KW:  That’s great.  Do you, um, do you go back very often now to the park? 

LC:  When I have to. 

AT:  Hmm.  When, um, did you join the Mammoth Cave Association?  The Parks Association? 

LC:  I belonged to it while I was chief, but, uh, I joined it and paid to join it – that was after I, well, the year I retired 

in ’92.  I can remember it meant something back then.  Those people were pretty well respected.  You’re people 

don’t pay much attention to them now, but I can remember when if they came into the park, superintendent ought to 

dine with them in the hotel and all the kind of stuff. 

KW:  Mm’hmm. 
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LC:  But, you don’t have that kind of, kind of comradery anymore. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  Do you have any descendants that have worked in the park?  Like your, your children or 

grandchildren? 

LC:  Oh yeah. 

KW:  What did they… 

LC:  I’ve got one now that works weekends.  He’s uh, PhD candidate at Vanderbilt but he comes back and works on 

weekends a lot. 

KW:  Mm’hmm.  What is his PhD? 

LC:  He’s uh, researching, uh, proteins in the brain. 

KW:  Oh, wow. 

LC:  And then I’ve got another grandson that’s a ranger out at uh, Silver Oak Home[unsure], Chickasaw.  And uh, 

he worked here seasonally, too before he – while he was in college.  And then I’ve got one that’s an assistant 

prosecutor in Bowling Green that uh, worked there in the summer time some, through school.  And a granddaughter 

that, uh, she’s the director of that public theater thing in Bowling Green.  She worked here as a ticket seller for a 

while.  Umm… See if I got any more direct kin here, now….  Uh…. Can’t think of any right now except those. 

[ 00:45:50]  
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BB: This is Bethany Bryant, I am here with Richard Dubose. On um April 20. Tell me 
about your relationship with the park... with Mammoth Cave National Park. 

RD: Well um I grew up in the area so that um knowledge the cave and have visited it 
many times from the time that I was a child up until the current time. And um at present I 
serve on the Friends of Mammoth Cave Board, advisory board I guess, I believe that is 
correct. And I came to be a member of that to represent Dr. Ransdell at the University 
when I was working up there because he, obviously with a busy schedule, had trouble 
being too involved. So um so I did that and have stayed on even in my retirement and 
with his impending retirement. 

BB: How did you.. Oh so you first heard about the group through Dr. Ransdell? 

RD: Uuumm a I knew the group existed, Helen Siewers who is their director has um 
been a longtime friend of mine. And uh I knew she had taken that job and I had some 
knowledge of it uh but didn' t have a lot of knowledge of it until I went on the board.  

BB: Ok, and how long have you been active in this group? 

RD: I'd say uh.. I loose track of time, a year and a half two years maybe? 

BB Ok, um, Do you think that your experience is typical of most members in the group or is it 
unique in some way? 

RD: Well it's aneclectic group as uh one would imagine. Um I think what I bring to the table is 
someone who understands the area, understands the University and uh has uh uh particular 
expertiece, if I have any, in the fundraising area. 
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BB: What types of activities does the group do? 

RD: Uh various projects to raise money for the Friends which in tum uh support the park in 
way that I think otherwise might not be able to happen because it's a national  park and the park  
service is limited as to what they can do so the Friends allows an avenue for greater activity and 
differe nt kinds of activity.  

BB: Um, so which ones have you actually participated in? 

RD: Oh let me think, I haven't been too terribly active, um in that regard. Um I've participated 
in helping um obtained some underwriting for for the program that they do in which they bring   
school children students from various schools in the area to a to   the cave. 

BB: Alright, and uh what is your favorite thing to participate in with this group? 

RD: Uh you know about all I really have done is you know contacted some people from a fund 
rais in g s tandpoint and attend the board meetings um I enjoy that.    

BB: Ok, do you have any recommendations of other people we should talk to about this group? 

RD: Well you may have talked to them already Larry Cox is the chair of this group, he uh I 
think  he  has a home in Louisville but also has a farm very close to the cave and  bas a keen 
interest in  the cave. I'm sure you' ve talked with Helen Siewers. LuJuana Wilcher, who is.. you 
may have talked  to her already, she's an attorney here in town specializing  in the environment 
she  is, I   think she also was a guide at one time and worked for the park service at Mammoth 
Cave. So   those would be, you know three people that I think you definitely should talk to and 
their others    on the board as well. 

 

BB: Alright. Have you been interviewed previously about this? 
RD: I have not. 

BB: Ok. And are you, or have you ever been involved in any other activities or groups in or 
around the Mammoth Cave area? 

RD: Not in a long long time. I was, one time I owned a radio station in the cave city area and I 
participated some with the tourism and that kind of thing related to Mammoth Cave as well as 
years ago the Bowling Green visitor and convention bureau has always been involved in 
promoting the cave so I've been on the fringes of things like that but nothing, nothing 
major. 

BB: Is there much interaction between the Friends group and other groups attached to 
Mammoth Cave? 

RD: Yes, Uh you know I think Helen in particular does a good job making sure that she 
is connected with the various tourist groups and uh and also connected with 
environmental groups as well as I know they do some events involve hikers and bikers 
and runners. She stays in contact with those groups as best I can tell. 

BB: Alright. Is there something in the park you feel goes unnoticed or unrecognized 
that you would like to mention? 

RD: You know I do know. Certainly people from the area probably cause they live right 
next to the park so they don't go there very often everybody is probably familiar with the 
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cave tours, maybe not as familiar with the hiking trails and all the beautiful scenery and 
um that's available up there and the vegetation and the wild life. I think that's an area that 
probably isn't as well know as it should be. 

BB: Do you think um.. Does your group actively promoted these areas?  

RD: Very much so. 

BB: ls there anything else that you would like to share about the community/activity or 
your relationship with the park? 

RD: Um well you know this is my first real formal connection to the park. It's a, it's a 
treasure. It' s been interesting to be around the folks who have, who are currently a part of 
the park service at Mammoth Cave and those that have served as guides and those that 
have volunteered and worked very closely with the cave for a number of years. They are 
very loyal and dedicated and uh have a real a real love for the cave and that part of that 
part of this area. So I mean a that' s a that's been very interesting, very gratifying to see 
that. 

BB: Interesting, thank you very much 
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Calvin Durham (CD) 

[00:00:00] 

 

KC: Today is November 17th 2015. This is Kristen Clark and...  

KW: ...Kay Westhues.  

KC: We're here with...  

KW: ...Calvin.  

KC: Calvin. 

CD: Durham. 

KC & KW: Durham. 

KC: At the, uh, Porky Pig Diner, in Pig, Kentucky. And we are just here to talk a little bit about community 

involvement with the diner and what place you see this having especially in the Mammoth Cave surrounding area. 

Uh. How long have you-You said you've been in business here for... 

CD: Just over 20 years. Yeah. 

KC: Just over 20 years? Um. Over the years has the clientele changed a lot?  

CD: Uh, only when they started doing less tours, started seeing less people. 

KC: Okay. 

CD: And then when they've closed the roads both times to do repairs. Then, we've seen a lot of less people.  

KC: Do you get a lot of park staff and visitors from the park, or is it more local people? 

CD: We get- We have locals everyday. They support us everyday. Uh, during the tourist season and in the fall leaf 

season we get a lot of tourists. And it’s fallen off quite a bit due to road construction coming into here. So other than 

that, we get about 25% of our business in the summer time is from the park.  

KC: Ok. Um. From the park is- Would you say it's like a lot of families that come in... 

CD: Families.  

KC: ...or individuals? 

CD: Lot of families, lot of couples. 

KC: Okay. 

CD: Couples. 
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KW: Do get repeat visitors, like once they come here? Do they... 

CD: Yes. 

KW: Cause I can imagine... 

CD: We get people from wherever they came from they'll tell somebody and then when they come down to this 

area. Then they'll come here. Cause they were recommended to come here.  

KC: I saw a lot of online reviews for the Porky Pig diner. Um. A lot of them were saying to the effect that it's a 

tradition for their family when they come out to Mammoth Cave to come by here too. 

CD: That is correct. A lot of them really do. See them about every year and they come back.  

KC: Okay. Has the menu changed much since y'all opened? 

CD: We've only added to it. We've not took anything off.  

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: We originally started out basically with catfish and chicken strips and hamburgers. 

KC: Mhmm.  

CD: And now we've got everything from frog legs to oysters, seafood platters. Everything you could ask for. Fried 

chicken. Chicken strips. We have a full line menu that you would get anywhere at a sit-down restaurant.  

KC: We, uh, really appreciated that the other day. We’ve been very excited to come back and go round two with it. 

KW: Yea. 

KC: Do, uh- Do you see local people ordering different things on the menu from the visitors that you get from the 

cave? 

CD: Ah. The locals usually are set in their ways on what they eat, and of course a lot of them- they like the buffet... 

KC: Yea. 

CD: ...which we have on Friday Saturday and Sunday. And so they'll switch up then and eat that. Mostly they're 

pretty regular about what they eat during the week. 

KC: Alright. 

KW: You were talking earlier about the fudge and the cookies that your wife makes for the community. Can you 

talk a little bit more about that? 'Cause it's kind of like taking the restaurant or your cooking skills to... 

CD: Uh. She makes about five different kinds of fudge. Three different kinds of cookies. She makes up cookie tins 

prepared for her family, my family, the widowers in this area and then anyone that we know at the nursing home that 

we're aware of that's there. We take them one on Christmas day.  

KW: That's great. 
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KC: So you guys really take care of the community around you. 

CD: And they take care of us.  

KW & KC: Mhmm. 

CD: You have to have your locals to, to survive, but you to have your tourists and stuff to make anything.  

KC: Yea. 

KW: So that's the value of the Mammoth Cave. I guess your relationship with Mammoth Cave as a park is bringing 

you the customers. 

[5:00:00] 

CD: Bringing me the bigger families and... 

KW: Mhmm 

Cd: different customers throughout the day, throughout the week.  

KW: Mhmm. Do you visit the park, or do you ever have any time to visit the park?  

CD: Don't never have time to visit. Uh. I go through it occasionally.  

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: I drive through there just to look at the scenery, look at the deer, and stuff like that.  

KW: Mhmm. 

KC: What kind of hours do y'all have during the week? I noticed your Sunday hours are different. 

CD: Our Sunday hours are different. We are closed on Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 6 a.m. to 7 

p.m. Friday  

and Saturday 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

KC: Okay. so y'all get a little bit of a break there on the Sunday.  

CD: Yea. 

KC: That's good. 

KW: Were you in the restaurant business before you started this restaurant? 

CD: No. 

KW: Wow, so this is the first. That was a... 
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CD: I was driving a truck over the road. Decided I wanted to open a restaurant. Serve food like I would want to eat. 

Different from what I was having to eat out on the road.  

KC: Mhmm. 

KW: Yea. Definitely. That's changed a lot too. It's a lot more fast food than it used to be.  

KC: Are you- Are you from this area and just decided to settle down with the restaurant here, or did you come here 

with the intent of making the restaurant business. 

CD: No, I married a woman from here that was originally here and grew up here we move down here to take care of 

her mother and Daddy when they when they were sick and elderly and uh opened up a restaurant a few months later 

so she's- she's from here and I was originally from Taylor county in Louisville. [Kentucky] 

KC: Um. 

KW: so having this restaurant really help you meet the community... 

CD: Oh yea.  

KW:...pretty quickly, then. Yea. 

CD: The community didn't have a place to gather. To get together and see each other or anything other than at 

church. And now they come in and they gather they sit they eat. Some of them will stay for hours and visit and talk.  

KW: I noticed when we were here the round table was full the whole time we were here. Is that- Is that a regular 

group that comes or... 

CD: They come in and out all morning. That table does. Uh. It’s a table of knowledge. (Laughter) They settle all the 

world's problem's there.  

KW: Yea. 

KC: You've got your very own Socratic circle meeting here.  

KW: Yea. 

KC: Every week. You get a lot of family involvement from your family in the restaurant still? 

CD: From my family? No they're all so far away. I do have a brother that comes down quite often one sister that 

comes down quite often. And then the others ill see just on occasions. 

KC: Okay.  

KW: So did your wife's family have any property, um, property that was in the park or relations with the park that 

were... 

CD: I don't know that they did. 

KW: Mhmm.  
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CD: I'm sure some of them did. 

KW: Mhmm. Mhmm. 

CD: It went way back... 

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: ...in the years. Basically everybody here had ground in this area. 

KW: Mhmm. It's a beautiful, beautiful area.  

KC: It is. 

KW: It's gorgeous. I mean the day we came- that- what? Last Friday? It was the most perfect sunny day you could-  

CD: Yea. 

KW: ...yea. You could imagine out there. 

CD: It will be today. It's supposed to be 70 degrees. 

KW: Oh, yea?  

CD: Or so.  

KW: So- So I- I-One of the things that we're trying to find out. Well we're just starting the interview process. Like. 

You're literally the first person we interviewed for this. And we're talking to people that might know- know of 

people who have knowledge about Mammoth Cave as far as different ways the community use it. And, um, I'm 

wondering if there's anybody that you could recommend. Yea. 

CD: [gestures to the man at the table next to us with his thumb] If you can get him to talk to you. Mr. Spillman here 

knows a lot about the park. 

KC: What's his first name? 

CD: James. James Spillman. 

KC: James Spillman. [writes name] 

KW: You want to make a note? Make a note about that. 

KC: Yea. 

KW: We can talk to him. Because, uh, we're just trying to get, um, I guess, how- how people use the park now and 

what they think is valuable about it- about it to them. Um.  

CD: It, um. A lot of them used to horseback ride over there and stuff if they've closed a lot of the trails and won't let 

them ride. 

KW: Ah. Okay. 
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CD: And he's- he's one of them.  

KW: So they had- Do they still have horse trails in there. 

CD: I think they have some.  

KC: Jackie was telling us that they do have some, and they're maintained by volunteers... 

CD: Yea. 

KC: ...for the most part. [overlapped with KW] 

KW: Okay. Do they have a camp- campground for the horse- horses? Or, probably not. 

CD: Nah. Now, that I don't know. 

[10:00:00] 

KW: Some parks have their horse camping. 

KC: Um, yea.  

CD: They done more- more riding and stuff when the Houchin's Ferry was open.  

KW: Can you tell me a little bit about the Houchin's Ferry because I don't really know much about it.  

CD: Well I don't either. (laughter) 

KW: Okay. 

CD: I know where it's at. And I know it was open. They put a new ferry in and it wasn't long before they closed it. 

The park seem to think that they could save money by closing the ferry and not having to pay the workers.  

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: Along with closing a lot of their tours.  

KW: Where did the ferry go? 

CD: It went from one side of the river to the other. That was it. 

KW: But it took you to the park, uh, from like a parking lot? Or was there a... 

CD: Parking lot. 

KW: Okay. 

[00:10:50]  

CD: And, uh, and over to the other side which took you out to the park.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 612 

KW: How- Do you know how long the ferry had been running? 

CD: No. I don't.  

KW: 'Cause that would be interesting.  

CD: That would be a- If we could get him right there [gestures to Mr. Spillman]. He'd give you a lot more 

information on that 'cause, uh.  

KW: Yea? (laughs) 

KC: Do you see a lot of park service, uh, employees... 

CD: Yes. 

KC: ...eating here? Are they, uh, among your regulars?  

CD: Pretty much the, uh... 

KC: Yeah.  

CD: ...a lot of the tour guides, a lot of the rangers- the park rangers themselves. We have had as many as ten or 

twelve of them here at a time. We see a lot of them on Sunday mornings before they go to work. They'll come in for 

breakfast. And then some of them come in late evening before we close, have their supper. The ones that are doing 

the night shift.  

KC: Yea. And I noticed some signs outside that y'all have some special things gonig on for Thanksgiving. 

CD: We'll have a Thanksgiving dinner Sunday... 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: And... 

KW: And- How- Who comes to that? How- How is that? 

CD: Everybody will come to that that knows about it. 

KC: Mhmm.  

CD: Mostly will be your locals, your surrounding counties, your churches that have service and stuff, or even the 

ones that don't that just have Sunday school that day.  

KC: Is- Is this a tradition that you do every year? 

CD: Every year.  

KW: What do you make for the Thanksgiving dinner? 

CD: Uh. We'll have turkey and dressing, ham, sweet potatoes, uh, mashed potatoes and gravy, rolls. We'll have 

green beans, corn. Probably broccoli with cheese or vegetables and cheese. Uh... 
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KC: So y'all are setting everybody up?  

KW: (laughs) 

CD: ...sliced tomatoes, cottage cheese, Cole slaw, potato salad, cranberry sauce... 

KW: Oh people- 

CD: ...homemade cobblers.  

KC: Mhmm. 

KW: That sounds great.  

KC: Do y'all do anything similar for other holidays? 

CD: Christmas. 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: Easter. The Sunday before Easter. We do all of our holiday dinners the Sunday before that holiday. 

KC: And you were saying that you have a lot of church members come in for holidays, like after church on Sunday? 

CD: After their services yes. 

KC: Do you have any involvement with churches here? Like do you do any catering for churches around this area? 

CD: We do a right smart of catering for the churches. 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: Uh. We do some of them's Christmas dinner. Some of them's Thanksgiving dinner. When they have revival 

they always have a dinner at the end of revival. They have their homecomings. They have dinners. Most of those the 

women fix all the stuff and they will order the meats from here. 

KC: Okay.  

KW: Nice.  

[Mr. Spillman did not sign an informed consent; therefore, his section of the interview is not included in the 

transcription. Any further omissions will be noted as OMITTED for the same reason] 

OMITTED 

KC: I noticed that you guys have collected quite a lot of pig related mem-memorabilia. How long have y'all been 

collecting that for the diner? 

CD: Uh. Ever since we've been in business.  

KC: Mhmm. 
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CD: People have just brought them in. And brought them in. 

KC: Okay. So people have brought those in for y'all? 

CD: People who'll go on vacation, they'll see one that's unique. 

KC: Mhmm? 

CD: And they'll bring it to us. Give it to us. We have several here that's come from China. 

KC: Uh-huh. 

CD: Places like that. That would be mailed to us from one of Western's Professors. [Western Kentucky University] 

KC: Oh yeah? & KW: Oh that's cute. (laughs) 

KC: Know. I love these, uh. They remind me of, uh- They remind me of a lot of places back home. We've got this 

place that is a consignment store that specializes in pig related items. It's really neat.  

OMITTED 

KC:  What’s your typical day like, when you come up and open up the diner? When do you get here and what kind 

of prep-work do y'all do to, uh, get everything going for everyone?   

[15:00:00] 

CD: Rushed.  

KC: (laughs) Yea? 

CD: Uh, We're supposed to be open at six. Most time we don't get here ‘til six. So... 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: ...then you got to rush to get breakfast ready for the one's that's got to be at work so... 

KC: Yea.  

CD: It's just your typical, average day. I mean you just come in and you prep stuff. Lay out the menu for the day and 

that's about it.  

KC: It seems like a different world to someone who hasn't been in the restaurant business before. So, uh, it's kind of 

fascinating. 

CD: It's, uh- It's a different life.  

KC: Was it a big adjustment to you when you started? 

CD: From driving a truck to a restaurant? [Spoken over, can't understand] 

KC: (laughs) 
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KW: (laughs) Stayed in one spot for- What do you like most about it? 

CD: The restaurant business? 

KW: Yea. 

CD: The people you get to meet. 

KW: Mhmm? 

CD: You meet so many different people from so many different places. 

KC: Like Mr. Spillman here?  

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: Yea. Yea. He was probably one of the first that I met. When went in business... 

OMITTED [asked for a time estimate for how long they knew each other] 

CD: ...twenty and a half years. 

OMITTED  

KC: When y'all first opened the diner what made y'all decide to name it the Porky Pig Diner? I know we're in Pig... 

KW: Good question. 

KC: ...but was there anything else? That kind of went into that? 

CD: I bought the diner. It was already up and open... 

KC: Oh! Okay. 

CD: ...and had been for a couple months, and they were fixing to close. 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: So I bought the name, the business... 

KC: Okay. 

CD: ...everything. But it was originally- That's why it was named the Porky Pig Diner because of Pig, Kentucky. 

KC: Okay. 

OMITTED [Mr. Spillman leaves.] 

KW: I hope we didn't rub him the wrong way. 
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KC: Um. 

CD: Well, he's set in his ways. He's eighty-six years old.  

KW: Mmmm. Well he has a right to be set in his ways. (laughs) 

CD: Yea. Gets- Gets around better than a fifty year old. 

KW: Oh yea. Riding those horses. 

KC: You've- 

CD: Him and his son just built that new house over there last year. The two of them. 

KC: You've gotta have really good hips to- to do any kind of horseback riding.  

CD: He- He done re-re-installment of windows and stuff for… 

KC: Mmmm. 

CD: …Forty years I guess.  

KW: Oh. Okay. So he was always active- pretty active.  

CD: Real active. He's still real active. 

KW: Yea. Evidently, I mean he was, uh, just saying riding, going all that distance driving and coming back. 

KC: Yea.  

CD: He still gets out on his farm and does some. He's got part of it leased out to other people that do... 

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: ...but yeah he's still farming himself. Takes care of his horses.  

KW: Nice guy. Well- 

CD: Does odds and ends stuff. 

KC: Um. 

KW: How we doing time wise? 

KC: Well, we're, uh- we're at twenty-eight minutes if you want to take a break for a minute, or we could keep going. 

I'd like to keep going for just a little bit longer.  

KW: You aiming for about forty-five minutes? 

KC: Just about... 
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KW: We're aiming for about forty-five minutes. 

KC: Um. 

KW: So maybe we could- maybe we could- uh. Uh-huh. Pick your brain about maybe some other folks that you 

think might have a really- uh. I mean we could just take down their names and maybe look them up later, but if 

there's someone you think would be a good person to talk to about some specific way they use the park, or maybe 

something unique in the community that you think would be good.  

KC: Or how their family's been impacted by the park service? 

CD: The Vincent family uses the park for their homecomings. I do know that.  

KC: V-E-N-S-O-N? 

CD: V-I-N-C-E-N-T. 

KC: Vincent.  

CD: Uh... 

KW: For their homecomings? 

CD: I could tell you who to get a hold of probably be really couldn't because a lot of them come up here from Texas 

and other places. 

KW: Do churches ever- that- do anything in the park? Any of the community churches, or- 

CD: Uh...You know I'm not just sure. Now we have a community church that's right up the road here.  

KW: Mhmm.  

CD: They do more activities than any other church around anywhere.   

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: As far as stuff like that.  

KW: I was thinking you know youth- youth projects or something like that in the park. 

CD: They're big on youth projects and stuff.  

KC: And kind of cleanup projects. I've seen a lot of, uh, different advertisements for cleanup projects that they have, 

uh, as far as cleaning out the river in the canoes and picking up litter that's around the trails.  

CD: Right.  

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: I don't know if they use these kids or they try to get volunteers... 
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KC: Yea? 

CD: I know that. 

KW: So what was the name of the church again? You want to jot that down just- 

CD: It's, um- 

[20:00:00] 

KW: It was community- (tsks) 

CD: Terry, what's the name of the church up there? Community Baptist Church? Er.  

KW: It's just down the road he said? 

CD: It's right up here on the right. Right across the street another church. 

KW: We could drive down and take a look.  

CD: It uh...My wife knows more about that church.  

KC: Love y'all's shirts. 

KW: I like the coffee cups. [laughs] 

KC: Yea. 

CD: Yea. We often- We sell a lot of those. 

KC: Where did you get the design for the shirts? 

CD: Uh, the guy that I originally started buying them from designed it. 

KC & KW: Mhmm. 

KC: And he did the coffee cups and everything too? 

CD: Same guy done all of it. The cups, the t-shirts, the caps. Everything. And I've had some other stuff from 

different companies, uh, piggy banks and Frisbees, flyswatters. Different things like that... 

KW: Mhmm.  

CD: ...that you give away. 

KC: I see that you have this other room kinda off to the side here that's got some Christmas decorations. Do those 

kinda make their way out here for the holidays? 

CD: Uh. My wife does set up stuff for the holidays. Uh. (gestures toward the kitchen) 

Terry: I'm not the wife. 
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KC & KW: (laughs) 

CD: She- 

Terry: [interrupts] I don't know if I'd claim him. 

CD: Well, um, when we have some special dinners and stuff. She decorates the tables and stuff like that for the- the 

occasion. Christmas, she sets up a big Christmas tree and decorates all around. Lights and... 

KC & KW: Mhmm. 

KC: Is that room mostly used for storage then? 

CD: Now. It was, uh- My mother in law had a gift shop in there... 

KW: Okay, what did y'all use the gift shop- What- Was the gift shop for your shirts, and... 

CD: [interrupts] No. It was just her stuff.  

KC: [overlaps] Okay. Oh. 

KW: [overlaps] Oh, neat. 

CD: She went to auctions and flea markets and stuff like that, and she'd get stuff and...[Trails off] 

KC: Yea, I've noticed that y'all have a big, uh, like flea market, antique district, uh... 

CD: [overlaps] Over there in Smiths Grove. 

KW: Mhmm. 

KC: ...Yea, stuff out here. The- I think when I came up here the first time the 500-mile yard sale was going on? 

KW: Oh wow. 

CD: The 31-W yard sale. 

KW & KC: Mhmm. 

KC: Does that kinda impact the collecting that y'all get as far as your figurines and-? 

CD: No. Occasionally somebody say that they found something over in one of the yard sales... 

KW: [interrupts] I have- 

CD: ...Most all that stuff comes from they're being in a different state on vacation. 

KW: I- 

KC: Y'all probably have a couple hundred. Maybe a hundred? 
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CD: Yea. We got 800 more boxed up. 

[door chime] 

KW: Wow. 

KC & KW: (laugh) 

KW: You could do a shop with just the pigs.  

CD: Right. We just don't have room to put out. 

KW: Oh, well, I have a question kinda- kinda going back to- 'Cause I really love this- What you guys do with the 

Christmas and the holidays. How do you, um, I guess, find out like who the widowers are? Through the churches? 

Or is there any type of like- 

CD: No. Most of them are, um, customers that are over the years... 

KW: [interrupts] Okay. So just through your interactions at the restaurant who? Wow. 

CD: ...have been here. We know somebody that's passed away. And- And they're relatives- We- We go there.  

KW: [overlaps] Mhmm. That's- 

CD: And it's gotten shorter because some of the others, the spouses have passed away... 

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: But at one time we had like seventeen to nineteen that we went to and then we had six or seven at the nursing 

home and... 

KC: Is that local here as well? 

CD: Yea. Brownsville. 

KC: Browsnville? 

KW: So this place serves a pretty big role really in a lot of different ways- 

CD: It is actually a great gathering spot for community and surrounding people. 

KW: [overlaps] Mhmm. Mhmm. Do people ever have meetings in here? 

CD: Occasionally the Farm Bureau has them. Different ones have had them. 

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: We have like Christmas parties that they do... 

KW: Mhmm. 
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CD: ...stuff like that. uh, we'll do- in fact we'll be doing Farm Bureau's Christmas dinner this year... 

KW: Oh? 

CD: We'll be doing the CB Grocery Store's Christmas dinner this year. 

KW: Oh. That's great. 

CD: Both of those are closed for the day events.  

[25:00:00] 

KW: So those kind of things they bring in a significant part of the- You know, income for the restaurant? Or are 

they just kinda just side things that you do? 

CD: Uh. 

KW: I mean do you count on that type of stuff? That's keeping it afloat- 

CD: Yea I tend to have it yearly.  

KW: Mhmm. 

CD: Course they vote on where to go... 

KC: Mhmm? 

CD: ...and, uh, most vote to- to come here. 

KC: When y'all do the catering for the churches and the revivals around here do you usually cook here and take the 

food out or do you cook it on site? 

CD: Cook here and take it out. 

KC: Okay. 

KW: [addressing a man entering the diner] Hi. How you doing? 

CD: Yea. The on- I used to do- I used to do the on-site quite a bit for like Diamond Caverns... 

KW: Uh-huh? 

KC: Yea? 

CD: ...but when they want you to have five million dollars’ worth of [something] coverage- 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: It doesn't pay you to do it, so we don't do it there. 

KC: What kind of stuff did you do at Diamond Caverns? 
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CD: Uh- We done catfish fries and [coughing] uh, different stuff.  

KC: What kind of gatherings were going on there while you were catering? 

CD: uh...Fourth of July.  

KC: Okay. 

CD: We set up there. They had a monthly fish fry that they done for the people that was at the campgrounds 

[opening up for lunch, people ordering food in the background] 

KC: Okay. Well that'd- that'd get me stoked on coming in regularly- just to go to the cave, just to get y'all's food. 

CD: We do quite a bit locally and outside of here. We just done some dinner for Bank of Edmonson County, the 31-

W Branch.  

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: And like during relay for life we'll do one or two for some of the banks or the other companies that want to 

have their people there for meals. 

KC: Yea. Um.  

KW: Let's think a little more about good thing to ask because I guess there's a lot of- there's a lot of things going on 

in the community because it's a small community. You don't- you don't really see that, but, um, I guess a lot of- what 

seems like a lot of what goes on centers around the church- church life. Can you think of any other, um, I guess 

community gathering place besides the restaurant and the church- or the churches or is that pretty- Is there- Is there a 

library in the community? 

CD: [overlaps] That's about it. There is one [library] in Brownsville. 

KW: Brownsville? How far away is Brownsville? 

CD: About six or seven minutes. 'Cause it's the county seat for Edmonson county. 

KW: Oh okay. I haven't been there yet. 

CD: Pretty much live surrounded by the park. All of Edmonson County is.  

KW: So- So it's like an island in the middle of the park? 

CD: I wouldn't say an island because it doesn't come on that side of the river as much as it's on this far side of the 

river [he quiets down here so this is an estimation] over into Lincoln and comes all the way around- well it actually 

goes to Grayson county.  

KW: I've got to look on a map. I've got to look- 

CD: Mammoth Cave Park is huge. It's like 65 thousand acres or something. 

KC: Exactly how close are y'all to the park line. it's about? 
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CD: The park line itself? It's exactly a mile from here to the park.  

KC: That's what I thought. I mean I know I took a wrong turn trying to get there this past week, but it seems like it 

was very, very close.  

CD: If you go out this road in front of us here it's exactly one mile to the sign... 

KC: Mhmm. 

CD: ...to Mammoth Cave park, and we're about, um, 11 miles from the Visitor Center.  

KW: Okay. That's a little ways 

CD: From here you make one right and one left to go to the Visitor Center, so it's very simple, but you get here, you 

get there.  

KW: So it's a big part of people's lives because it's just there but- I mean when people interact do you think with the 

park. 

CD: They go there a lot. Uh. Most of the people in this area. They'll take a drive out through there to just go to the 

Visitor Center just to look around something like that.  

KW: Do you take like family visitors there or things like that when they come? 

CD: Yea some people do if they've got family coming in that'll be one of the things they do is go to the park several 

of them will take their tours... 

KW: Oh, Mhmm. Okay.  

[30:00:00] 

KC: Now, I see that you've got, um, some of these newspaper articles and these two books that are... 

CD: Yup.  

KC: ...related to the diner. Can you tell me a little bit about what these are? 

CD: Eh... let's see. This one is- This is a daily news, Bowling Green, Kentucky. Thursday July the 12, 2007. And...  

KC: okay so 2007.  

CD: And...it said: [reads Document 1 verbatim]  

KC: Well, great. 

KW: It was pretty easy to find, I thought. It's pretty easy to find. *referencing the last line of the article: "You might 

have to call for directions but it will be worth the trip."*Document 4*  

KC: Yea.  

CD: [overlaps] It's [the diner] very easy to find. 
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KC: I, um- I brought a scanner with me, and I didn't know if it would be alright with you if I scanned the, uh, the 

newspaper into my computer.  

CD: Yea. That's you- Both of these-  

KW: [interrupts] is that a photo book? Is that one a photo book? 

CD: Yea. This one we were never aware of because... 

KW: Passing Gas? (laughs at the book title). *refer to Document 2 for the remainder* 

CD: Someone come in and wanted us to sign it... 

KC: Kind of funny that they put you in a book and didn't say anything about it. 

KW: [simultaneously] can I see it? 

CD: Mhmm. Yea. [to KW] We didn't know anything about it, so when these people got home they sent us one.  

KW: Oh! From all over the country. That's very cool.  

CD: Yea. 

KC: [overlaps] that’s one reason that we do this [points out the informed consent form], so you know that we're 

doing something. 

KW: Yea. And where it's going to- you'll know- 

CD: it's in there. That's- 

KW: There! Oh that's a nice picture.  

KC: [simultaneously] I love that neon outside. *refers to the pig shaped neon sign in Document 2* 

CD: Yea. Lightning got that one.  

KW: And there's the story about how Pig got its name.  

CD: Right. 

KW: That is cool.  

CD: And you're welcome to scan that, copy that, if you want. 

KC: Thank you so much. We really appreciate you doing this for us. 

KW: [overlaps] thank you. We appreciate you coming here on you day that you're not supposed to be here. 

CD: Well I'm not supposed to be here any day, but I come up here occasionally.  

KW: (laughs) 
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[00:47:10] – original time stamp before the omission – [36:40:00] 

Omissions accounted for about [10:70:00] total time. 

(The rest of the interview reviews the remaining documents until [00:58:32] when the device is shut off)24 
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TRANSCRIPTION 

PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park     
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20161016_Gardn_ NVW  
INTERVIEWEE: Vickie Gardner, Tyra (Keltner) Taylor  
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST: Natalie Webb
DATE: October 16, 2016  
LOCATION: Vickie’s Home- Cub Run Rd, Mammoth Cave, KY
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 1    
KEYWORDS:
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 1 recorded interview 
(MACA_20161016_Gardn_NVW_AU); 19 photographs (MACA_20161016_NVW_PH_01); 
MACA_20161016_Gardn_NVW_FN; MACA_20161016_Gardn_NVW_AS; 
MACA_20161016_Gardn_NVW_SC 

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

CONTEXT:  

NOTES: 
Interviewer:  Okay. So, my name is Natalie Webb. Thank you for meeting me. This 
interview is part of a larger research project for the National Park Service to learn about 
individuals and communities associated with the park: people who have vested interest in 
park resources both in the past and in the present. So, for example, this cold include 
church congregations, families, people and community members. So with this in mind, if 
you’re willing I’d like to ask you these questions. So I’m a Western student and I’m just a 
research assistant so this an interview about your background and your interest in the 
community. If you could tell me a little bit about -you know - how long have you lived 
here? And what’s you’re background in this area? We’ll start with your name.  

#00:00:49-6# VG: I’m Vicki Gardener. I’ve lived here (pause) I was born and raised here 
most of my life, but I’ve lived here in the community for the past ten or fifteen years and 
always have known about the park, always been around it most of our lives.  

#00:01:08-7# JK: I’m Jade Keltner. I was born and I’ve been raised here - I’m thirteen 
now - and I know a lot about the park because we do a lot with the park in school and in 
the community.  

#00:01:22-4# TK: I’m Tyra Keltner. I’ve lived here all my life. Just moved one house, 
two or three houses down from the road, so I’ve been here 38 years.  

#00:01:32-4# RESPONDENT 1:  Well, I’m 76.  

#00:01:35-1# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:01:36-4# RESPONDENT 1:  And I’ve been here all my life. I’ve been in Edmundson 
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County all my life and we live near the park and I’ve even visited the park sometimes, 
and I always enjoyed going over there and seeing different things, you know. But it’s 
changed a lot to what it is, I’ve been told, since the last time I was there.  

#00:02:01-3# Interviewer:  Can you tell us a little bit about what you think has changed, 
or…?  

#00:02:04-6# RESPONDENT 1:  Well, like I said, I think (phone ringing) they don’t 
have the places for people to come in - you know, little cabins - they don’t have that 
anymore and I think they’ve done something else over there. I forget what it was, but 
they worked on some kind of a building over there I think.  

#00:02:26-8# Interviewer:  Okay. I’m not familiar, but yeah. So there’s not places for 
people to stay and you’ve noticed that change?  

#00:02:32-9# RESPONDENT 1:  M-hmm.  

#00:02:33-0# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:02:35-4# RESPONDENT 1:  Now, a lot of people can camp, they can go and camp 
out. That’s one - I think that’s one of the major things now that goes on instead of people 
having sent - having the cabins - (incomprehensible) so many people come in and camp 
out.  

#00:02:47-2# Interviewer:  Okay. I’ve actually wanted to do that for a while, so it sounds 
like an interesting thing.  

#00:02:52-9# TK: I think with the hotel - they reworked the hotel - and they used to have 
a room over there they used to have banquets and Christmas dinners and people could 
bring their groups there and that’s no longer available.  

#00:03:08-4# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:03:08-9# TK:  So that’s kind of a let down for a lot of companies that are closely that 
could take their groups there for Christmas dinner and that type of thing. But I think 
when they reworked the hotel, they got rid of that part.  

#00:03:21-2# Interviewer:  Oh. That’s disappointing.  

#00:03:22-8# TK: They still have the souvenir shop.  

#00:03:26-0# Interviewer:  What’s the souvenir shop? I’m not familiar.  

#00:03:27-9# TK: They always - when we went on school trips, basically, that was it. So 
you live close to cave, Mammoth Cave, we went almost, I mean, every year. So they had 
the souvenir shop over there, so that was the highlight of, after going through the caves 
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and different things, is before we got on the bus, we got to go to the souvenir shop and 
buy something. I guess one of the most popular things that we had in school - it’s so 
hilarious - it was these pencils the were (pause) Lord (laughing) they were over two, 
probably (pause) what do you think how big they were?  

#00:04:04-6# RESPONDENT 1:  The big fat pencils? It was probably twelve-inches 
long. (incomprehensible) 

#00:04:09-0# TK: Twelve inches or more. And I mean they’re tall - eraser was as big as a 
quarter at the end of it - like, it was big. So everybody’s at school, had these pencils, and 
were writing and everybody’s hitting each other (laughing) but I guess that’s one of the 
biggest memories as far as going when you went on school trips and going to the cave is 
getting those big pencils.  

#00:04:29-1# Interviewer:  So you went to trips to the cave when you were in school. Did 
all of you?  

#00:04:33-2# TK: Yup.  

#00:04:34-4# JK: Yeah.  

#00:04:34-9# VG: Actually, I’m a lot older than her - my sister - by the time we got to go 
on, were old enough to do field trips, everybody had been-there-done-that with the cave. 
So we started going to Beach Bend. It was a very popular thing then. But then when my 
girls started school they had started doing tours again. So I actually go to go on a tour 
with my girls through the cave. So that was very neat. And I enjoyed that. Because, 
actually, I had not - it’s sad to say - I lived here in the community and had not ben 
through the cave through and actual tour. I had been in the park and done things around 
the park but never been in one of the cave tours until my girls went on a field trip and I 
chaperoned with them. But it was neat. It was fun. It’s beautiful down there, it’s really 
nice. I can’t remember the name of the specific tour we took. I know there’s different 
tours there.  

#00:05:28-3# TK: Great Awnings. That was the one.  

#00:05:29-1# VG: The thing I can remember the most about, that I’ve always known and 
kind of like to brag about, was I was told it’s one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the 
World. So I think that’s just awesome to say “I live in a county where one of the Seven 
Natural Wonders of the World is. So.  

#00:05:48-1# Interviewer:  So you take pride in the park and the fact that -  

#00:05:50-6# JK: There’s very different tours you can take. Like there’s one where you 
can - you have to get through holes and you crawl, basically. And you get to have that 
kind of experience.  
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#00:06:01-1# VG: Isn’t that one called “Fat Man’s Misery?”  

#00:06:03-2# RESPONDENT 1: (laughing) Yes.  

#00:06:03-4# JK: (laughing)  

#00:06:04-6# TK: Yeah (laughing)  

#00:06:04-6# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:06:05-3# TK: There was actually a weight limit for that.  You had to 
(incomprehensible) or you couldn’t take the tour.  

#00:06:08-4# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:06:09-2# TK: Yeah. So.  

#00:06:10-1# VG: And one is called “Frozen Niagara.”  

#00:06:14-1# TK: That’s beautiful. The crystal onyx-like, yeah. Any of those you can 
take because the sculptures of the ice - the way they come down - is gorgeous. It’s like 
something that you’ve never seen.  

#00:06:26-5# Interviewer:  Right.  

#00:06:26-8# TK: And you used to, if you were on the school - I mean, not “used to,” but 
they’re still strict about that - but when you took a cave tour when we were on the school 
trip, I mean it was (pause) I mean stamped into us that we were going to get in trouble if 
we touched one of those crystals because of the oils off your finger-  

#00:06:43-1# JK: They ruin it.  

#00:06:43-8# TK: Can actually stop them from developing. Like, they’re develop, but 
it’ll stop. Like it won’t grow anymore.  

#00:06:51-2# Interviewer:  Hmm.  

#00:06:51-0# RESPONDENT 1: It’s like they fight to keep it as natural and clean as 
possible.  

#00:06:53-8# TK: Right.  

#00:06:55-4# Interviewer:  So you learned from a young age that it was important to 
preserve the park even as a kid.  

#00:07:02-0# RESPONDENT 1: Oh, yes. We didn’t - you didn’t pick up nothing. Not 
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even a piece of sand. You went in there, that was one of the rules. You didn’t take 
anything out or anything.  

#00:07:13-9# Interviewer:  So other than the caves itself, is there other memories you 
have of the community surrounding this area as kids?  

#00:07:20-9# TK: Big Mike’s Rock Shop. (laughing) 

#00:07:23-6# VG: (laughing)  

#00:07:23-7# RESPONDENT 1: (laughing)  

#00:07:23-9# Interviewer:  What is that?  

#00:07:27-7# TK: He - that was the place where we all got to go afterwards and he had - 
Oh Lord - as long as I can remember, he had that rock shop. And it was always called 
“Big Mike’s,” because he was a pretty good-sized fella.  

#00:07:36-7# JK: It’s still there to this day.  

#00:07:38-1# TK: And it was a gift shop. He would have unique rocks. like they would 
look like crystal, turquoise or red, of you know like the big fat pencils was there too and 
anything kind of historic was there. It was really neat. He had everything just to attract 
tourists. Something unique or different. Cap guns, because there’s also GunTown 
Mountain right in that area, and that was like a theme park. So they used to have shows 
on top and it was great, Western-type shows and that’s why you could get guns and 
different things there.  

#00:08:14-0# JK: There’s also Dinosaur World where you get to - you go in there and 
you get to learn about different dinosaurs and get to dig up bones, I guess you could call 
it. It’s really fun for the littler kids.  

#00:08:29-2# TK: But the story behind Big Mike was huge ‘cause he was probably one 
of the oldest store owners for as long as I can remember.  

#00:08:39-2# Interviewer:  Oh. Is he not around anymore?  

#00:08:40-9# TK: He passed away.  

#00:08:42-0# VG: The shop is still open.  

#00:08:44-4# Interviewer: Oh, okay.  

#00:08:45-2# TK: It’s still there. I think his family’s running it. It’s still there, but as far as 
everyone who wanted to see Big Mike - because he was  very cheerful guy, a nice guy - he’d 
always wait at the door and was welcoming people to come in. He was a super nice guy.  
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#00:08:58-2# VG: The park surrounds one of my husband’s farmland he owns. And so us 
and another couple took a hike one day- a tour - I guess you could say a walk out and 
they took me all, gosh, it was like we walked forever, but we walked all the way down to 
a river. But on the way down, we came to a old chimney where there had been a home. 
So it was really neat looking at the history and the things like that. So recently PBS - I 
think maybe western  might have had something to do with it - a show called Mammoth 
Cave and told the history. And a lot of our community member here were in that piece.  

#00:09:43-3# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:09:43-9# VG: And they were talking about the history of how the park service came 
in and took away a lot of peoples’ homes and bought them out and things like that so, 
when I watched that show, it was very interesting, but I thought of that chimney. And I 
thought…I wondered whose home that was or had that been someone’s home.  

#00:10:02-3# Interviewer:  Did you know of anyone who had lost their homes to the park 
service?  

#00:10:06-8# VG: I did not know many of the people - the older ones- that was in the 
show. I really didn’t. I knew a lot about the Good Springs Church. I kind of grew up with 
a family that attended that homecoming that they have there every year and I knew the 
history behind the bell and why it doesn’t stay in the park. It’s brought back every year to 
homecoming because it was stolen one time.  

#00:10:33-6# Interviewer:  Wait - I don’t know this story. Could you tell me the story of 
the bell?  

#00:10:36-3# VG: The bell is a church bell and it was mounted on a big concrete block, I 
believe, outside of the church. And, of course, most of your old-time churches have bells 
and before every service they ring the bell to bring the people in. And when I was a child 
one my babysitters, her husband was a park ranger. So I learned about the bell being 
stolen. It was vandalized and stolen and I don’t remember how long it took them, but they 
recovered it and got it back. So now, the Sanders family that’s in the community has the 
bell and very year, it’s on a little wagon, and they bring it back to church every year so it 
can be rung for the service, but the bell does not stay there presently. I think they don’t 
want to take that chance of it being stolen again.  

#00:11:28-3# Interviewer:  Okay. That’s really fascinating. So there were other 
community members like that you know at the church. Is that church near here?  

#00:11:37-8# VG: Yes, it’s just down this road from my house, here, on - well, you start 
on what we call Stockholm Road that takes you into the park and then it takes you to 
Maple Springs and when you turn off from Maple Springs, it takes you down from Good 
Springs Church. And they still have a service every year, only once a year. It’s an old-
time…is it Missionary-Baptist, or?  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 632 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#00:12:00-3# RESPONDENT 1: I don’t know.  

#00:12:01-0# VG: I’m not sure, but it’s an old-time Baptist church and they have a 
service every year the weekend of Memorial weekend on Sunday.  

#00:12:09-5# RESPONDENT 1: Joppa has a church in the park.  

#00:12:12-9# Interviewer:  Who is that?  

#00:12:13-5# RESPONDENT 1: Joppa. J-O-P-P-A. They have a church in the park.  

#00:12:15-9# VG: Yeah, Joppa has a church also.  

#00:12:17-9# RESPONDENT 1: -also. And sometime, they hold revivals there and then 
they have their homecoming, too in there. In the park.  

#00:12:26-4# Interviewer:  Oh! So the churches all have homecomings and- ? 

#00:12:29-2# VG: M-hmm. And there’s several churches. That’s the two I know the most 
about. I don’t know if there’s another church or not. At one point, there was a church in 
the park and when it came time that they needed a new church, they did build just right 
outside of the park. But the cemetery is still in the park.  

#00:12:46-0# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:12:46-3# VG: There several old cemeteries in the park.  

#00:12:48-3# RESPONDENT 1: There’s plenty go - there’s lots of cemeteries at the - 
where she’s talking about (incomprehensible).  

#00:12:54-1# Interviewer:  How long have those been around? Or the churches - are 
these all really old?  

#00:12:58-7# VG: The churches are all very old. Joppa is - and the building with Joppa 
has been reinforced - like when you pass there, you see where they’ve gone and built…I 
don’t know what you call it type of reinforcements outside to keep the church  and one of 
them are built on old rock. Instead of concrete blocks, they’re built on rock. That’s like 
their foundation, so they’ve put up things to stabilize the walls and things like that and in 
Good Springs, it’s still in pretty decent shape I think, but still has the same old benches 
that they used to use.  

#00:13:34-9# TK: Do you understand what -when we said “homecoming” at church-?  

#00:13:39-9# Interviewer:  I don’t.  

#00:13:40-3# TK: Okay. I -  
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#00:13:41-5# Interviewer:  I’m a Catholic school girl, so. 

#00:13:42-6# TK: No, that’s okay, and that’s why when they were saying I was like, I wanted to 
ask you that question so we can go in more depth with that. That day is set aside so that a lot of 
people that don’t live here that move from different areas and different things, they come in that 
day because it’s a respectful day for those who have lost loved ones that are - have been a part of 
that church or have been buried at that church or in their church cemetery. So you decorate the 
graves in honor of your family members that you have lost. And that day is set aside just for 
honoring them.  

#00:14:17-0# Interviewer:  Oh, wow.  

#00:14:18-2# RESPONDENT 1: Well, you go in, and you have singing. You have singing and 
then you have prayer. Then, when the prayer’s over, and a lot of time you’ll have testimonies, and 
when there will be somebody who will usually preach. They’ll preach, and then when the 
preaching’s over with, they have a place fixed outside that they all bring food and they all take 
their food, put their food out, and then they all eat and - like she said - decorate the graves and 
they all get to talk and enjoy one another.  

#00:14:48-6# Interviewer:  Aw.  

#00:14:49-7# RESPONDENT 1: (incomprehensible)  

#00:14:50-2# TK: As long as I can remember, and Vicki can come in from behind me with that, 
that is something that has been taught to us from when we were born of how important that is. It 
doesn’t matter how far you lived, it was frowned upon if you’re not there because that’s how 
important it is because that’s your day to be there for your family. Especially the ones that 
you’ve lost. Loved ones.  

#00:15:15-0# JK: As long as I can remember, I’ve went to homecoming every year and I 
was taught how important it was to be there to respect -  

#00:15:23-2# TK: ‘Cause that day, you’re representing your family and so, when I said 
people that don’t live around here, they will travel many miles just for that one day.  

#00:15:32-9# RESPONDENT 1: Well, a lot of it is when they meet at Good Springs. When the 
older people, they had to move out, and the people that come in are the people that’s related 
probably no doubt to a lot of them that had to move out and leave and they come back - that’s the 
reason it’s just a one year thing - and they come back and they all get together and visit with one 
another and then, like I said, they visit the graves, but it brings back kin and relations, you know, 
with their people who left a long time ago.  

#00:16:08-2# TK: Jade, what’s another name-  

#00:16:09-0# VG: Yeah, a lot of that stemmed from the park being…buying those homes 
and buying the people out and they had to move out and leave.  
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#00:16:15-0# RESPONDENT 1: There were a lot of people that lived in the park, see. 
And then the park bought them out. They had to leave.  

#00:16:21-1# TK: What’s another name for homecoming (pause) that you remembered 
us calling it besides - I mean there’s another name.  

#00:16:29-4# JK: Um…Decoration Day?  

#00:16:30-5# RESPONDENT 1: Decoration Day.  

#00:16:32-2# TK: Decoration Day.  

#00:16:32-4# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:16:33-3# VG: And that’s where we grew up. Our church is not in the park, but that’s 
part of our heritage is Decoration Day.  

#00:16:40-3# TK: And you’ll hear - that’s why I said that - if you talk to other people 
you’ll hear that called that. Either Homecoming or Decoration Day.  

#00:16:47-3# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:16:47-5# TK: Depends how old the person that you’re talking too also. She probably, 
mom, could probably say that. She’s probably said more Decoration Day than 
Homecoming a lot of times.  

#00:16:57-8# RESPONDENT 1: Yeah, we were taught just Decoration Day when we 
was - I’ve been going to “Homecoming” or “Decorations” for a long time.  

#00:17:04-4# Interviewer:  So even you as a a child went to Homecoming/ Decoration 
Day.  

#00:17:06-5# RESPONDENT 1: Oh yes! Yes, yes.  

#00:17:08-2# Interviewer:  So how old of a tradition is it? Just like -  

#00:17:10-6# RESPONDENT 1: Its just old. It’s old.  

#00:17:11-8# TK: It’s old (laughing) there you go.  

#00:17:11-1# VG: It’s old (laughing)  

#00:17:12-7# RESPONDENT 1: It’s all we ever knew. It’s all I’ve ever - and I’m 76 and 
it’s all I ever knew.  

#00:17:15-0# TK: And mom is seventy-  
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#00:17:18-8# JK: Even before her.  

#00:17:20-1# RESPONDENT 1: Oh yeah, there was, even before me -  

#00:17:21-8# TK: It’s been passed down from generations to generations to generations.   

#00:17:22-8# RESPONDENT 1: It’s just been passed down.  

#00:17:26-8# Interviewer:  Do you have childhood memories from Decoration Day that 
you can-?  

#00:17:30-8# RESPONDENT 1: Oh, yes. We’d get to see a lot of people. You get to see 
a lot of people that you don’t see through the years and it’s just good. Everybody just has 
the best time and everybody talks and of course, like I said we go in and have service and 
it starts usually at 10:00, but before that, everybody - they come, they decorate all the 
graves and we’ve got close to (pause) close to four hundred graves I think in our 
cemetery and they’re all decorated. They’re beautiful  and then you get to meet people 
when you’re in the cemetery people comes and goes and you meet them. That’s the day 
before the Homecoming - when I go. And then when the Homecoming comes, you just 
see so many people and we go and we have service. We start out with singing and then 
we have a prayer and then we have preaching. And sometimes we just have testimonies, 
but the majority of the time, we have preaching.  

#00:18:30-7# TK: Any questions about it?  

#00:18:32-1# RESPONDENT 1: (laughing)  

#00:18:32-1# Interviewer:  Yeah! Since I’m from - this is going to sound strange, but - 
I’m from a Catholic background and Catholic mass and Louisville’s all very similar, so -  

#00:18:41-2# RESPONDENT 1: Well we’re Baptist.  

#00:18:41-9# Interviewer:  So when you say “testimony” can you explain what that 
entails and what that actually is and explain it in detail?  

#00:18:51-4# VG: Well, that’s when  (pause) of course, we believe by following the 
spirit, we believe like if the Lord moves upon us to testify to thank him for saving us or 
for our blessings or whatever. That’s kind of how your testimony might start out. You 
never really know what you’re going to say when you feel the Lord prompting you to 
talk, but a lot of services we’ve had before were just singing and testimony and people 
being very thankful for their salvation, thankful for being able to attend church, 
requesting prayers for sick loved ones or lost loved ones that’s not saved or aren’t 
members of a church, and so that’s kind of what “testimony” means to me. It’s to be able 
to be thankful and that you just stand up in church. There’s no - we don’t go by program 
in our church. We just go by spirit-filled - spirit-led - service.  
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#00:19:47-0# JK: Whatever happens happens.  

#00:19:51-4# TK: Very well-said, Jade. (laughing)  

#00:19:52-3# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:19:52-6# VG: Yeah. And a lot of times it starts, of course, we start our church 
services with singing. And a lot of times a good song can bring the spirit and “move” the 
church.  

#00:20:03-3# TK: And it could be, you know, it could be your - if they feel they had to 
sing a sing that could be their testimony. It might not even be words. It’s just whatever 
moves upon their heart. It may be, you may feel to go hug somebody with your singing. 
You may - it’s, you know, what comes to you. “I need to go hug them.” Somebody that’s 
been - somebody that’s prayed for you or been there for you and -  

#00:20:24-9# JK: That’s a lot of our elders in the church that’s always been there for like 
even for them and for me. Like Ma-maw and theres a little lady named Myrtle who goes 
to church with us. She is 96 years old, still lives by herself -  

#00:20:42-2# TK: And lives in the Mammoth Cave community.  

#00:20:45-7# JK: Yes, and she has helped a lot of us through our times of need and when 
we need help, she’s always there for us.  

#00:20:55-8# TK: And on your birthday, you get a jingle!  

#00:20:57-7# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:20:58-3# VG: (laughing)  

#00:20:58-0# JK: Yep. She writes up a jingle for you.  

#00:21:00-1# TK: She’ll call you - and she writes it down - she knows whose birthdays 
are on that date and she’ll call them and she’ll sing you a Happy Birthday Jingle. It’s not 
just -  

#00:21:08-2# JK: And she gives you a handkerchief for your birthday.  

#00:21:10-3# TK: Yeah, you get a handkerchief for your birthday.  

#00:21:12-4# Interviewer:  That’s insane. Are there lots of prominent I guess people in 
the church who have been here for a long time in this community specifically?  

#00:21:19-1# VG: Yes, and it’s sad when you lose one of them because they’re your 
rock. We’re just kind of back-up, you know? to us, they’re our rock. They’re the people 
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that have held our believe together and it’s hard to lose one and Myrtule’s one of those 
that, you know, at ninety-something years old, you thank the good Lord that she still has 
her mind and she still has health enough to come to church and be part of the service. A 
lot of times with testimony and singing, it shows love. There’s songs about brotherly love 
and sisterly love and it all, to me, revolves around love for each other. That’s what holds 
us together as a church: to be able to help someone that’s lost. We might have Revival 
once a year, but our altar’s always open for anyone that’s there that wants to come and 
bow and be saved. And there might be someone saved on a church meeting weekend and 
the preacher might feel led to preach to the lost and there might be someone there that 
feels that and comes to the altar to get saved. So that’s part of our heritage, and some of 
that comes from the park with the churches and the park, because all of those are old-time 
churches as well.  

#00:22:41-9# Interviewer:  So do you have family members that come to stay with you 
for homecoming, or do you … ?  

#00:22:47-9# VG: Uh (pause) No. We don’t, particularly. Now we might have -  

#00:22:51-8# TK: There’s other families.  

#00:22:52-7# VG: There’s other, like my great-aunt, she may have a sister that might 
come down and stay. Most of them make the trip for the day. Just come down for the day 
and stay.  

#00:23:03-8# Interviewer:  So you said that you sing in church a lot, so is that kind of - 
‘cause I know she said you were musical, a musically talented family - Erika talked about 
that. So is that where you singing? In church?  

#00:23:17-5# JK: Yes. Personally, yes, I got started singing in church. I was always 
taught when he says “singers come up,” you go up there and you sing.  

#00:23:29-7# TK: Well, she was singing when she was little and we could tell that Jade 
would get up and sing any type of song. Even at home here. And that’s when we realized 
that she had some musical talent and me and Vicki also had a sister that was very 
talented. She passed away suddenly, but Jade reminds us a whole lot of her.  

#00:23:52-8# VG: My grandfather, which is Jade’s great-grandfather, Georgie Childress, 
which Erika knew very well, he was the song leader of our church for years. I don’t 
remember another leader up until he passed away, so it seems like it kind of started with 
him and, of course, mom is his oldest daughter, and - huh?  

#00:24:16-7# RESPONDENT 1: (incomprehensible) 

#00:24:15-9# VG: Yeah. Oren Pretty (sp???) was the singer with them. They had a 
quartet. Mom, Pa-paw, Oren and his wife Irene. And so we grew up in that. They were 
called on to sing funerals, sing at homecomings, different places the quartet was when we 
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were growing up and then as we lost Oren, he was very young. He was thirty-something 
years old when we lost him to a heart attack. So different ones has stepped in. My sister 
that passed away, she sang with them for a while in the quartet, but yeah. We just kind of 
grew up with it, and it’s not with - now, Jade is learning to play musical instruments. She 
can play the piano and she can play the ukulele. But we at church don’t have a piano. We 
sing A Cappella.  

#00:25:06-3# Interviewer:  That’s amazing.  

#00:25:06-9# VG: Shape notes, which I think mom has talk to diff- some of Dr. Brady’s 
students about the shape notes and done interviews on those and stuff.  

#00:25:15-8# Interviewer:  What do you remember about your growing up in the church 
or were there even prominent - you said, there’s old people everyone knows that sang and 
led musical and the church and stuff like that. Do you remember the people that were 
prominent to you when you were growing up?  

#00:25:31-5# RESPONDENT 1: Oh yes. Yes, John M. Cain was their leader at one time 
and I remember him and then we used to have them teach singing schools and Charlie 
Sturgeon taught me to sing the notes, you know, to sing the notes, so, to a song.  

#00:25:51-6# TK: It’s not like piano notes in a book. It’s like your do-re-mi’s. So you 
could sing, actually, a song in that tune that will sound like you heard Amazing Grace, it 
would sound like Amazing Grace but it would be “so-la-do-mi-do-mi” you know, and 
you gotta know what those shapes are by when you talk.  

#00:26:12-9# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:26:13-6# TK: So it’s pretty interesting.  

#00:26:16-9# RESPONDENT 1: Well, to get a song sang right, you should know the 
notes.  

#00:26:24-6# Interviewer:  I always used to want to learn how to do that, so did you all 
learn that growing up?  

#00:26:30-0# TK: It was passed down.  

#00:26:30-8# RESPONDENT 1: I was starting to say though that we had singing schools. 
Well, when you had singing schools, that taught you like the time and everything about, 
you know, the notes and all different things that you learned and you learned it in a 
songbook, you learn how to sing. Sing that song. That taught you how to sing a song.  

#00:26:54-4# TK: It’s like, me, I’m the one out of the family that can’t sing. I can 
harmonize, but growing up it didn’t matter. Every kid that attended the churches, and 
when they went to the singing school you still went and learned. You were never though, 
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it was something that you can remember and later on you’d kind of realize “Eh, I can’t 
sing too good.” But you still learn that tradition - the heritage - behind that.  

#00:27:19-5# VG: Well, we were taught - I was taught - growing up that church was 
priority. You didn’t miss church for anything. When the church doors were open, you 
were there. Unless you were sick. But otherwise, you were there. So It’s just been born 
and bred in us - the singing, the music, the notes, it’s just all of it. We grew up and that 
was one of the priorities and what was important to us growing up in our life.  

#00:27:44-0# RESPONDENT 1: We always had singing on Friday night. A lot of times I 
would get invited to showers; baby showers, wedding showers, as some kind of gift. A 
shower gift. Well, I didn’t go. I told them, I said “if you want me to go, you’ll have to 
invite me on another night besides the singing night.” (laughing)  

#00:27:58-9# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:27:59-4# TK: (laughing)  

#00:27:59-4# VG: (laughing) 

#00:27:59-5# RESPONDENT 1: So I didn’t miss singing (laughing) singing and I ain’t 
going to nobody’s shower (laughing).  

#00:28:04-8# Interviewer:  So do you sing together?  

#00:28:06-8# VG: They do. Jade and mom sing together quite a bit because Jade and 
Tyra live with mom. So they sing together quite a bit. We’ve sung a little together, and of 
course in church we sing. 

#00:28:17-6# RESPONDENT 1: Yeah, we’ve got a class and there’s base, tenor, alto, 
and soprano. There’s 4 parts and I sing soprano. Jade sings Alto and Vicki does too. So 
the song’s got four parts and you learn your part and the next part, you sing and Jade, she 
learns her part and that’s the part she has to sing, but then we all sing it together and 
blend in, see. The base, the tenor, the soprano, and alto.  

#00:28:51-1# Interviewer:  Okay. So you said you won a competition last  -  

#00:28:55-1# JK: Yes. Um, I sung an played my ukulele. I sung How Great Thou Art and 
it was actually for our Kentucky Farm Bureau in the county. We have this every year and 
if you win your county, you go on to district. If you win district you go on to state.  

#00:29:18-9# TK: Which is held in your hometown.  

#00:29:21-1# JK: Yes.  

#00:29:21-7# TK: Louisville, Kentucky.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 640 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#00:29:22-7# Interviewer:  Wow!  

#00:29:23-9# JK: I started doing this - this is my second year doing it - but I skipped a 
year. So it’s been about three years.  

#00:29:32-0# JK: You can do it -like, she won country and she went to district - you can 
actually keep doing it until you’re nineteen unless you win. But, you know, if you’re 
going to state, then next year they’ll allow for other kids to do it. But if you just make it 
to district, then you can go back (incomprehensible).  

#00:29:49-3# JK: What was funny was I was the only one singing. Everyone else was 
playing an instrument (laughing).  

#00:29:54-4# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:29:54-5# JK: Like we had -  

#00:29:55-0# TK: You were singing and playing an instrument.  

#00:29:56-8# JK: Yes. We had four of them were playing violin and one of them was 
playing the cello. And I was the only one that was singing and playing my ukulele.  

#00:30:07-9# Interviewer:  That’s awesome, though. So when do you remember starting 
to sing. Like, as a kid.  

#00:30:13-5# JK: Well, I guess I was about four…four…well, I started singing in church 
when I was about four or five and I would stand up there with her and she’d get the song 
ready and I’d just look at it and I’d just “mmmm” (laughing)  

#00:30:28-4# Respondent 1 & JK: (laughing)  

#00:30:29-8# VG: She memorized the song. She pretended ‘cause she couldn’t read - you 
know - at the time, but she had their song book. But she..she had heard those songs so 
much that she knew them and she was able to sing them.  

#00:30:41-3# JK: Yeah, I started actually singing when I was about seven. And it just 
went on from there and I’m thirteen now. (laughing)  

#00:30:49-4# Interviewer:  Yeah, so do you - have you done competitions or do you sing 
in the community around here any?  

#00:30:53-8# JK: Yes. Um…I’ve been in our talent shows for as long as I can remember. 
I went to Kyrock Elementary School and I started doing the talent shows when I was in 
second grade and I won every time from the time I was in second grade to fourth grade. 
Then I won my fifth grade year at - we have this school called the Fifth-Sixth Center. It 
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used to be Middle School where she went to middle school. But, now, our middle school 
and high school are connected. 

#00:31:24-4# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:31:25-0# JK: So we have a Fifth-Sixth Center and actually here she went to high 
school.  

#00:31:28-1# TK: (incomprehensible) 

#00:31:28-5# JK: But I won my fifth grade year there and then I skipped a year but I did 
Showcase at the sixth grade talent show.  

#00:31:36-0# TK: Tell her why you decided to do that.  

#00:31:38-1# JK: I did decide to do it because I wanted to give other people a chance 
because people would come up to me and they’ll would say “I’m not doing it because 
you are.” And I would just - I was like “okay” (laughing). So, and I actually, our middle 
school doesn’t have a talent show so I decided to do this  - this Farm Bureau competition 
- and I’ve competed in the Grayson County Fair Karaoke Showcase.  

#00:32:06-7# TK: What was the thing that you were most proud of that you sung for 
there days actually in Bowling Green? And it was hard work.  

#00:32:11-8# JK: I was most proud of that we did it’s called The Young Artists Alliance. 
And basically we raised money for a camp called “The Center of Courageous Kids” and 
that is a camp where kids with disabilities can go, and I have a lot of friends that go there. 
My aunt is actually -  

#00:32:33-9# TK: The recreation coordinator.  

#00:32:35-1# JK: Yes. Her name is Sara Keltner. That’s my dad’s brother’s wife, but it 
was just the most, like, kids would come up to you and say “wow, you’re amazing” and 
you could get to meet so many different people. I mean, just different people with 
different backgrounds like some would act - like do skits - and then some would play 
instruments. Some would sing and play instruments.  It was just a really great thing and 
we actually, we sold canned food items for the American Red Cross and if you like sold 
so many cans or if you song in the Young Artists Alliance, we made a CD and we got to 
be featured on the cover of the CD.  

#00:33:20-2# TK: You and two other kids did.  

#00:33:21-6# JK: Me and two other kids.  

#00:33:22-9# TK: So since she had been in the Young Artists Alliance for the past five 
years, her along with the other kids that were involved, they raised $46,000.  
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#00:33:32-8# Interviewer:  Wow! 

#00:33:33-8# TK: For those charities.  

#00:33:35-2# JK: Yes.  

#00:33:36-0# Interviewer:  I’m also - I do work with the Center for Courageous Kids, so 
that’s amazing!  

#00:33:41-0# JK: Yes, we recently just did their 6K a few weeks ago.  

#00:33:44-6# TK: Yeah. We ran the 6K.  

#00:33:46-6# Interviewer:  Oh, wow! I was gonna work that, but then I didn’t end up 
doing it. I had to much homework. Oh my goodness! Oh, wow. That’s amazing, though.  

#00:33:55-0# TK: There’s not a lot, unfortunately. There’s not a lot in the county as far 
as performing arts and different things. She’s been in some plays.  

#00:34:01-2# JK: We’re, uh … We’re a  “sports” kind of county.  

#00:34:03-7# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:34:04-4# TK: But it’s, what you try to do, sometimes you have to go out of the 
county unfortunately to do certain things, but this way both charities that she’s done a lot 
of stuff for, they do reach out to us, though. So the American Red Cross will come aid 
here if they need, you know, if anyone - a family needs help. And then there’s children 
that are from this county actually goes to that camp.  

#00:34:25-2# JK: So we have our family resource centers in our schools. We give kids, 
like, we have thanksgiving baskets and Christmas baskets and we give those away to 
families that don’t have as much and we - like, if a kid’s backpack breaks - the family 
resource center furnishes that kid a backpack.  

#00:34:49-6# Interviewer:  Mmm. 

#00:34:50-8# TK: Which would be serviced to kids that live here at Mammoth Cave.  

#00:34:53-5# Respondent 1: (incomprehensible)  

#00:34:56-5# JK: And then we have this program where certain kids, they get a bag of 
food so they won’t go hungry over the weekend like if their families can’t provide for 
them or something.  

#00:35:09-4# Interviewer:  That’s amazing.  
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#00:35:10-0# TK: (incomprehensible) this community.  

#00:35:11-3# JK: And also like they helped me learn how to sing and I also took singing 
lessons for…seven months? about seven months? 2 years…I took?  

#00:35:20-7# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:35:21-6# JK: But I mostly got most of my help from them.  

#00:35:23-9# VG: Well, she and mom recently sang at a funeral of a community member 
as they requested them to sing a song.  

#00:35:28-7# Interviewer:  Oh! 

#00:35:30-3# TK: Which was in the Park.  

#00:35:32-1# Interviewer:  Oh wow! So they can request for you to sing for them if your 
in the community. Do people know just that you sing really well, just…?  

#00:35:39-6# JK: Yes…Yeah. (laughing)  

#00:35:41-8# (all laughing)  

#00:35:41-9# Interviewer:  I know you don’t want to brag but I’ve heard that you’re 
amazing. You have an amazing voice.  

#00:35:48-6# JK: Well thank you.  

#00:35:49-3# TK: This one meant a lot to her. It was her best friend from her -  

#00:35:53-9# JK: From third grade we’ve been thick as thieves since then. 

#00:35:57-9# VG: It was her grandfather that had passed away. So of course, mom has 
the reputation for singing as well, so -  

#00:36:04-9# TK: And she was friends with Nadine, which was the gentlemen that 
passed away was Ben Vincent. So mom had been friends with them for a long time, too, 
so it was kind of counteracted there, so.  

#00:36:17-1# VG: Yeah, but Ollie Church, it’s in the park -  

#00:36:18-7# TK: That’s why I was saying it was in the park, so they sung at that church.  

#00:36:20-1# VG: - Or borders the park.  
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#00:36:21-0# Respondent 1: It borders the park.  

#00:36:22-1# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:36:23-0# Respondent 1: It borders the park.  

#00:36:24-1# TK: It borders the park, but I mean, actually what is neat - I’m sure 
you’ve…- about the Green River Ferry. I’m sure you know about that.  

#00:36:31-1# Interviewer:  I don’t.  

#00:36:31-6# TK: You don’t? Oh, my goodness! 

#00:36:33-9# VG: Yeah.  

#00:36:33-7# Interviewer:  I need to know!  

#00:36:35-2# VG: We’re kind of back to the park because the Green River Ferry, I love 
it, um…it’s kind of funny because when you - to us, it’s a means from getting from point 
a to point b. To a lot of the tourists, it’s like “oh, there’s a car ferry on the river!”  

#00:36:50-4# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:36:51-1# VG: and some of the tourists will like get on, go across, turn around and 
come back just to say they rode the ferry.  

#00:36:57-5# JK: Like, if we went with a  group of kids from school, they’d be like 
“whoa! we’re riding a ferry for the first time!” I’m just like -  

#00:37:03-2# TK: So I take it that you never drove a car up on  a boat and took a ride 
across to get to the other side.  

#00:37:08-7# JK: Most people are like -  

#00:37:09-9# TK: Would you get scared?  

#00:37:13-8# Interviewer:  No. It’d be cool, though.  

#00:37:14-0# VG: It’s neat. I grew up with it, as a child, from here to get to Cave City, 
the quickest way is to go through the little park down here and go across the ferry.  

#00:37:26-1# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:37:26-3# VG: -and that take you over to the other side where the hotel, the 
campgrounds, and of course on this side there’s Maple Springs. I think it’s a horse camp 
or a campgrounds… 
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#00:37:35-1# TK: It is.  

#00:37:35-7# VG: Riding trails, bike trails, we have some…they have built up this side 
of the ferry-park area, to where more people has things to do on this side. But once you 
cross the ferry, you’re more into the, what I want to call the Cave City area. Because the 
park comes out into Cave City. So, if I want to go even to Bowling Green, it’s quicker for 
me to come down and go across the ferry, go to Park City, and hit the interstate rather 
than going back, probably the way you came which was through Brownsville and around 
that way.  

#00:38:08-0# Interviewer:  M-hmm.  

#00:38:08-6# VG: So when they talked about wanting to close the ferry, that was a big 
thing for us over on this side of the river because to us, like I said, it’s a means of 
transportation, getting from point a to point b versus the tourism. But I think it draws a lot 
of tourism, too.  

#00:38:28-8# Respondent 1: Well that’s all we thought of at home.  

#00:38:29-4# TK: A lot of my friends - I brought a lot of my friends down there because 
they have never rode a boat in a car, you know. They’re just like “oh, I don’t know if I 
can do it or not.” I was like “yeah, you can do it.” So I’d lock the doors and I wouldn’t let 
them out and say “we’re going!” and uh 

#00:38:44-1# VG: It’s a  two-to-three car ferry depending on, you know, how big a truck 
is or car. Whatever.  

#00:38:49-2# JK: The vehicle can’t weigh over so much - so many tons.  

#00:38:53-2# Interviewer:  How long is the ride across?  

#00:38:56-2# TK: It’s not long.  

#00:38:57-1# JK: It’s not very long. It’s -  

#00:38:58-5# VG: Actually depends on how high the river is.  

#00:39:00-6# JK: Yes.  

#00:39:00-9# TK: It’s a whipstitch and a hop (laughing)  

#00:39:01-5# VG: The higher the river, the longer it takes, but it’s probably a couple 
minutes? maybe it’s not…the biggest thing is the line to get on, especially during tourist 
season. I mean, on a Friday, I’ve sat down there and waited for (pause) nine cars.  
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#00:39:17-4# JK: Almost thirty minutes.  

#00:39:19-5# Interviewer:  Whoa.  

#00:39:19-4# VG: You know, to get across. So you never know. That’s the only 
inconvenience. You never know how busy it’s going to be, but -  

#00:39:24-7# TK: No RVs, no horse trailers.  There use to, horse trailers, they would let 
them go across, but there was a bad accident that a truck and trailer went over the river. It 
went into the river. 

#00:39:36-4# JK: But they have gates now. You can’t get out.  

#00:39:39-2# Interviewer:  Okay (laughing)  

#00:39:39-3# TK: There’s nothing to get scared about. But back then, I mean, that’s how 
many things I can remember as far as with Mammoth Cave and the ferry. You know, 
there’s been a few accidents, but uh… 

#00:39:52-9# VG: There used to be a boat called “Miss Green River” and it was a tourist-
type boat that they gave rides. It used to be docked down there where the ferry crossed 
and people would come there, park , pay their ticket somewhere, get a ticket, and get on 
the boat and tour up and down Green River on it. Then, they had Miss Green River Two.  

#00:40:15-3# TK: Yup. 

#00:40:15-8# VG: I don’t remember exactly when they stopped, but they eventually 
stopped and took it out and I don’t even know where the boat is now. It used to be a big 
tourist thing, so I guess that’s how things change. People change with what they like to 
do and that type thing, so… 

#00:40:33-2# Interviewer:  So, the more tourists that take the ferry, the harder it is for 
you to get across? (laughing)  

#00:40:38-1# VG: The harder it is for us, you know, I’m thinking “oh gosh, all these 
people everywhere and I need to get somewhere!” but the tourists does bring in money, 
I’m sure, for the park, and -  

#00:40:47-8# TK: We don’t mind the inconvenience because we don’t want it to go 
away.  

#00:40:50-4# VG: Yeah.  

#00:40:51-0# JK: Most people that come in and out, they get kind of frustrated and they 
say “why don’t they just build a bridge?” Well, it’s kind of a fun thing that we get to do 
every once and a while because -  
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#00:41:01-7# TK: I would hate to see it go because of the heritage behind it.  

#00:41:03-4# JK: My dad actually lives in Cave City so she - her - I have to meet him 
sometimes on the weekends so all three of these and a bunch of other of my family, we 
go across the ferry to get to Cave City. So it’s just like a fun little ride to me. I don’t 
know. I would hate to see it leave, honestly.  

#00:41:23-7# Respondent 1: Well, there had been talk that they wanted to build a bridge, 
and there’s been a lot of discussion on that and the park don’t want it because there’s 
muscles, they would - there’s things they would damage.  

#00:41:38-7# TK: Disturb.  

#00:41:39-1# Respondent 1: “Disturb,” that’s in the water and that’s why we can’t have a 
bridge. We’d be better off if we could have a bridge, because a lot of times you go down 
there, if the river gets up great big, the ferry can’t ferry-ferry-  

#00:41:53-0# JK: They close it.  

#00:41:53-6# Respondent 1: You can’t go across. You have to go out and and go to 
Brownsville and go through the park that way to get to Cave City.  

#00:41:57-1# TK: It’s…It’s like an extra hour.  

#00:41:59-3# JK: Or go -  

#00:41:59-7# Respondent 1: Or you can either go to (incomprehensible), get on 88, go 
through Mumfordville, go to Glasgow. Go thata way.  

#00:42:06-6# Interviewer:  So it’s an extra hour round-trip if you -  

#00:42:09-1# Respondent 1: Yeah! 

#00:42:09-3# TK: Like snow or anything like that, we have to call the hotline just to see 
if it’s open, because before, if we know we’re going that way, we have to call.  

#00:42:14-8# VG: Yeah, the park -  

#00:42:15-4# JK: And also, if they did build a bridge, it would - a lot of people would 
lose their job.  

#00:42:21-3# Respondent 1: They don’t salt the- they don’t salt the roads. They put sand 
on the roads, they don’t salt the roads.  

#00:42:25-9# VG: Yeah, the park service does everything to preserve, so your 
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animals…there is something besides sand they put, but it’s not harmful to the deer.  

#00:42:35-1# Respondent 1: It’s not like salt.  

#00:42:35-8# JK: It kind of looks like…blue some-something blue. Kind of looks like 
blue salt.  

#00:42:41-7# VG: Coyote, deer, it’s nothing for us to drive through the park -  

#00:42:44-3# JK: Turkey.  

#00:42:45-3# Respondent 1: Turkeys.  

#00:42:46-5# VG: Of course (laughing) if you’re trying to get somewhere and you’ve got 
a car in front of you that stopped to take a picture of the deer -  

#00:42:51-0# TK: ‘Cause we see them all the time.  

#00:42:52-4# VG: Or a turkey, you know, it’s nothing new to us here, but to tourists, 
that’s something different. So yeah, but they do - the main thing about the park, it’s all 
preserved. You can’t go on the park and release..you’re not supposed to pick flowers.  

#00:43:09-1# Interviewer: M-hmm.  

#00:43:09-3# VG: They do allow mushroom hunting. They call them- 

#00:43:13-6# VG & JK: “Dry-Land Fish.”  

#00:43:14-9# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:43:15-5# VG: But you’re supposed to take a bag that’s got holes like a potato sack, 
the net potato sack where the spores can fall out an re-seed or however you say it for the 
mushrooms. You’re not supposed to take a plastic bag; they want you to take a bag where 
there’s netting for the spores. Yeah, I always thought that was wild, but they do allow 
people to come in and get that, but it’s a food.  

#00:43:40-5# JK: And speaking of the ferry, they have a canoeing service here you can 
rent a canoe and canoe up the river, but with the cars coming back and forth, most people 
don’t read the sign, but you have to come up (laughing) a certain way- 

#00:43:55-5# TK: (laughing) it’s true.  

#00:43:56-4# JK: And they get, sometimes…you just want to run over them.  

#00:44:00-0# Interviewer:  (laughing)  
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#00:44:00-7# VG: (laughing) You might not want to put that on there.  

#00:44:03-8# Interviewer:  (laughing) Now, where is this?  

#00:44:05-8# JK & TK: It’s at the ferry.  

#00:44:07-1# TK: You could actually go canoeing, like it’s - Mammoth Cave doesn’t 
actually own a canoeing service there. It’s like it’s privately owned outside, but it’s right 
on, as soon as you go out of the park, right? There it is. So they come and they actually 
bring the canoes down where people can actually canoe. You can canoe on the river, on 
the Green River rive-uh, Green- Green River.  

#00:44:27-7# JK: As long as I’ve lived here, I’ve actually never done it -  

#00:44:29-8# TK: But we can also tell when somebody is definitely not from here pretty 
fast.  

#00:44:36-2# JK: Yep.  

#00:44:36-8# Interviewer:  Alright.  

#00:44:38-0# TK: And that’s not a bad thing. We can tell when they’re tourists ‘cause 
(incomprehensible)  

#00:44:41-9# Interviewer:  So how do you generally feel toward the tourism? Because I 
know that it’s a big source of income of the area, so, but you said that it’s an 
inconvenience, but you understand how important it is.  

#00:44:51-3# JK: It is -  

#00:44:52-2# TK: We’ve been putting up - I’ve been putting up with it as long as I’ve 
been here. I don’t care. You know.  

#00:44:54-6# JK: It’s a good thing and bad thing. It has pros and cons.  

#00:44:56-1# Respondent 1 Well, I’ve put up with it all these years, and I think I could 
put up with - now, I don’t travel that much -  

#00:45:01-7# TK: I don’t want it to go away.  

#00:45:02-8# JK: It has its pros and cons.  

#00:45:04-4# Respondent 1: I don’t want to lose it.  

#00:45:06-4# TK: No. Absolutely not…the good outweighs the bad, let’s put it that way.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 650 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#00:45:11-9# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:45:12-7# VG: Well it’s too, bragging rights, again the seventh natural wonders of the 
world - one of the seven natural wonders of the world - is the Mammoth Cave and the 
park is part of Mammoth Cave. So, to us, it’s neat to have it.  

#00:45:25-8# JK: It’s very beautiful in the park.  

#00:45:28-0# VG: Yeah. I’m thankful to live colder to something that’s preserved and 
cared about.  

#00:45:32-9# TK: And they had another ferry. It wasn’t just one-  

#00:45:35-8# VG: Oh yeah, there’s two.  

#00:45:35-5# TK: This one’s Green River Ferry and then they had another ferry called 
Houchin’s Ferry. And it ran on and off for as long as I can remember, but it officially 
closed…two years ago, or a year ago?  

#00:45:49-0# VG: Approximately two years ago.  

#00:45:51-0# Respondent 1: Yeah, they closed it.  

#00:45:52-1# VG: It came out at Brownsville. It went down what we call Ollie Road, 
which is just down the road from here and took you down to - when you went across, you 
came out at Brownsville. And I didn’t realize how many people actually used it, ‘cause I 
never used it that way, but it was highly used, but it was - they had to make a choice.  

#00:46:12-8# TK: ‘Cause it turned into a gravel road, so it really - Ollie Road - it’s so far, 
the road is paved and county takes care of it, and then it went into the park and it’s more 
of a gravel road, so its not a road that you can travel real real fast on to get to -  

#00:46:30-6# Interviewer:  Do you know why they closed it?  

#00:46:32-4# VG: Money. Budget cuts.  

#00:46:35-3# Respondent 1: Wasn’t enough travel.  

#00:46:37-4# VG: To them, it wasn’t…of course, it wasn’t highly as used as Green 
River, but I think the budget cuts that the federal government had handed down and-  

#00:46:47-5# TK: It didn’t get as much attention as the Green River Ferry did.  

#00:46:50-7# VG: Yeah, the tourism’s not - it was more for use as a means to get there.  

#00:46:57-0# TK: The local -  
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#00:46:57-5# Interviewer:  So community member use rather than tourism.  

#00:46:59-8# VG: Versus the tourism part.  

#00:47:01-3# JK: There’s also a tourist attraction - Crystal Cave. It is closed -  

#00:47:06-3# VG: I think it’s closed.  

#00:47:07-5# JK: But, have you ever or are you familiar with the story of Floyd Collins?  

#00:47:11-7# Interviewer:  I’m not.  

#00:47:13-2# JK:  Well, it’s a man -  

#00:47:14-8# VG: It’s part of the cave, you see.  

#00:47:15-2# JK: Who went in Crystal Cave and he got stuck.  

#00:47:19-2# TK: How’d you find - how’d you know about that story?  

#00:47:21-3# JK: I know…I learned this all through school. I mean, it’s just basically a 
story everybody knows around here and he got stuck down there and he died down there 
actually. So, they brung him up - and he spent like three or four days down there ‘cause 
he was stuck, and so his family owned Crystal Cave and then a dentists bought it and he 
actually had Floyd Collins’s body on display, and his body got stolen (pause) actually. 
And they found his leg on the side of the river and they finally got Floyd Collins’s body 
back - I’m not sure where it is right now - but its actually a very fun story (pause) 
because I remember we had to do a project for our arts and humanities class in 5th grade 
and she gave us a bunch of different plays to do about Mammoth Cave, and actually the 
one I got was Floyd Collins and we had to bring props and build a kind of cave in the 
room and they had to video tape it and we got a grade on it, but it’s really fun to learn 
about Mammoth Cave like there’s funny stories and there’s really cool spooky stories.  

#00:48:37-0#  VG: Lots of history.  

#00:48:37-7# Interviewer:  So someone has his body? (laughing)  

#00:48:40-7# VG: I think the family re- 

#00:48:40-0# JK: Um, (incomprehensible) they did find it.  

#00:48:42-7# VG: I think the family did recover - it was recovered.  

#00:48:46-6# Interviewer:  That’s a funny story.  
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#00:48:47-4# VG: But it’s a widely known historic story.  

#00:48:51-7# TK: There was plays about it.  

#00:48:54-1# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:48:54-4# JK: There was actually a tuberculosis hospital in Mammoth Cave a very 
long time ago.  

#00:49:00-9# Interviewer:  Oh wow.  

#00:49:01-3# VG: I didn’t know that.  

#00:49:02-2# TK: I didn’t know that either.  

#00:49:02-5# JK: You didn’t know that?  

#00:49:03-3# VG: No! You learned something in school I didn’t know! 

#00:49:05-3# JK: We also learned about this in school. There was a doctor who - 
tuberculosis was a very big thing, used to back in the old days - and the doctor actually 
had a tuberculosis hospital in Mammoth Cave and actually, what he didn’t know was 
that, in the cave, you were prone to tuberculosis. 

#00:49:30-6# Interviewer:  Oh wow!  

#00:49:31-5# JK: So, there actually used to be a tuberculosis hospital in the cave.  

#00:49:37-7# Respondent 1: I didn’t know that.  

#00:49:38-5# Interviewer:  (laughing) Learned something new. So,  - oh,  yeah, go.  

#00:49:41-7# VG: Something I think the park has done is honor the cemeteries in there 
and you know, preserved around that. No one had to move their cemeteries out. When the 
people had to move, the cemeteries were kept and allowed to keep and you can still go an 
visit the cemeteries and things like that, ‘cause I know there’s several different cemeteries 
in the park , so -  

#00:50:05-5# Interviewer:  So thats really important to the community members, is the 
cemeteries are a huge thing.  

#00:50:09-5# VG: Yes.  

#00:50:09-8# Respondent 1: Now, occasionally, there’ll be somebody buried in some of 
those cemeteries in the cave.  
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#00:50:14-4# Interviewer:  Oh. Even now?  

#00:50:15-2# VG: Yes.  

#00:50:15-6# Respondent 1: We had a guy that belonged to our church, and he was 
buried in the park.  

#00:50:20-8# Interviewer:  So you can choose to be buried in like on of the (pause) is 
there a way you could just like request to be buried in the cemetery?  

#00:50:26-7# VG: A lot of them were associated with the church.  

#00:50:29-4# Respondent 1: Yeah.  

#00:50:29-3# Interviewer:  Okay.  

#00:50:29-8# VG: And of course, there is a cemetery right there where Good Springs 
church is. There’s a cemetery around the Joppa Church.  

#00:50:38-1# Respondent 1: There’s also a cemetery before you get out of the park or 
(incomprehensible)  

#00:50:42-0# VG: Yes. Yeah.  

#00:50:43-5# TK: You’re probably not used to that way of life, but a lot of times when 
you were a member of a church and you were passed away or family passed away, if you 
were part of that church, you were very - you chose to be in that cemetery, they didn’t 
church to - for you to buried.  

#00:50:58-8# Interviewer:  Yeah. There aren’t cemeteries in my Catholic School, I guess, 
communities, there aren’t cemeteries near our churches. So that’s really interesting.  

#00:51:07-0# TK: So, if you’re a part of that, you got buried, you know, the church 
would let you have your plot there and you could be buried there for free.  

#00:51:13-3# Respondent 1: Well, and there, it’d be different, because 
(incomprehensible) she would probably have, that wouldn’t be in the park. If you’re in 
the park, it don’t cost, but like a lot of places that’s out of the park, you have to pay now 
to be buried in. But in the park, you don’t have to as far as I know. 

#00:51:32-7# TK: But a long time ago, that was the way things were. They didn’t charge. 
It’s a little different now.  

#00:51:38-4# VG: But a lot of the cemeteries are associated with a church.  

#00:51:41-3# Interviewer:  Okay.  
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#00:51:41-9# VG: And so the churches were allowed to leave their cemeteries there, 
from what I can gather, and so you will see, just like one of our church members is buried 
by his first wife there.  

#00:51:54-3# Interviewer:  Oh. Okay. Do, in your opinion, what are - like if you had to 
name something that is very important about like the park area or just this community 
around the park - what things are important to the people that live here as opposed to the 
tourists that pass through? Could you name something or some things that we haven’t 
talked about that just are like really important to the people? I know we’ve talked about 
churches and cemeteries, is there anything else that you can think of? I mean, the park 
itself, obviously, but… 

#00:52:26-2# VG: Well, I’m sure a lot of the people here even take advantage of the 
recreation that’s in there. (pause) But to me the church is probably and that would be the 
most important thing. It’s kind of something I guess you’ve took for granted because 
you’ve lived around here all your life with it.  

#00:52:46-1# Interviewer:  M-hmm.  

#00:52:46-7# VG: I think it’s neat that it’s preserved and that type of thing, no hunting is 
allowed -  

#00:52:53-3# JK: We -  

#00:52:54-3# TK: It would be sad if you, you know, one thing that’s most beautiful about 
it is, you know, when fall comes, you know how beautiful the park’s gonna be and the 
picture of that when you take a drive -  

#00:53:05-2# JK: And the snow.  

#00:53:06-9# TK: -when you take a drive through there and the leaves change, you know, 
and this is - we get to see this every day. It’s not buildings into a big city; it’s peaceful 
drive that you’re not gonna get honked at. You know, it’s not rush hour, it’s actually 
peaceful drive that’s a speed limit that they do abide by - trust me, we know. 

#00:53:27-1# VG & Interviewer: (laughing)  

#00:53:27-6# TK: But it’s awesome to be able to know that you could “hey, let’s go take 
a ride” and knowing that you’re not gonna be bumped off the road because everybody 
knows, when you go through the park, it’s respectful, you know? I would hate to not be 
able to take a drive and not be able to see that park and those leaves and the nature and 
change and the thought of not being able to do that is pretty sad.  

#00:53:51-8# VG: If you stop to smell the roses, so to speak, it’s a very serene, peaceful 
time to go through the park.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 655 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#00:53:58-8# Respondent 1: Another thing that’s real pretty about it is when the 
Dogwoods bloom. Oh, you go through there, it’s just precious. It’s beautiful! Beautiful.  

#00:54:02-8# TK: Absolutely.  

#00:54:07-7# VG: The March Lilies - there’s March Lilies in the spring everywhere.  

#00:54:10-9# JK: Another thing is -  

#00:54:11-0# Respondent 1: And see there, a lot of them come out of the old homeplaces 
- the flowers and like she said the March Lilies, well a lot of times you’ll see where 
there’s Iris, old Iris and March Lilies, well you know it’s probably been somebody’s 
home a long time ago.  

#00:54:28-7# TK: That’s what she meant by “old homeplaces.” 

#00:54:30-9# Interviewer:  Oh.  

#00:54:31-4# JK: And actually, if you can get through there in the snow and actually see 
like the deer, I think - I’ve been there through the snow - and seeing the deer in the woods 
is beautiful. I mean just beautiful.  

#00:54:46-1# VG: Something else I thought of as a child, my babysitter[’s husband was 
the park ranger, they used to have what they called a lookout tower and he spent some of 
his days in that tower and, back then, it was really high up in the sky and he packed his 
lunch everyday and that was his job was to be in that lookout tower and watch for forest 
fires.  

#00:55:07-2# Interviewer:  Oh wow.  

#00:55:08-0# VG: Yeah. I don’t think they do that anymore, I don’t think they have 
those, but I remember as a child - ‘cause I was kind of scared of heights - we would go to 
pick him up ‘cause a lot of times we would drop him off and then go back and pick him 
up in the afternoon ‘cause it wasn’t too far down the road here at the end of the park 
where the tower was. But I would climb up so many steps and then stop because I was 
scared (laughing) but it was way up high enough that he could overlook and I think he 
had radio contact. Yeah, I had forgotten about that till-  

#00:55:38-2# TK: I ain’t never heard you tell it.  

#00:55:38-6# VG: Yeah! Dawson - Dawson Davis was the park ranger and 
(incomprehensible) his wife packed his lunch - he loved fried egg sandwhiches.  

#00:55:48-8# Interviewer:  (laughing)  
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#00:55:49-3# VG: And she uh - he always had some kind of desert. Cheesecake and 
coffee, whatever, but that was part of his job as a park ranger was in that lookout tower 
for fires.  

#00:56:01-5# Interviewer:  Wow. Did -  

#00:56:02-8# VG: In the park.  

#00:56:04-1# Interviewer:  Do you still know park rangers around here? Are they -  

#00:56:06-6# Respondents: Yes.  

#00:56:07-3# Respondent 1: Oh yeah, you’d have to have a park ranger from 
(incomprehensible) that takes you through the cave.  

#00:56:10-2# Interviewer:  Yeah.  

#00:56:12-6# VG: Probably so, well they have park rangers, maybe some I know David 
Alexander who is a family friend, doesn’t live too far from here.  

#00:56:21-7# TK: Everybody calls him “Ranger Dave.”  

#00:56:23-0# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:56:24-2# JK: Yeah. That’s always -  

#00:56:24-5# VG: We don’t know as many now as I did -  

#00:56:28-8# Respondent 1: Now, he don’t take you through the cave.  

#00:56:30-3# VG: No, he’s actually…a ranger. 

#00:56:31-0# JK: Ranger Dave was always what I’ve known him as.  

#00:56:31-8# Respondent 1: David don’t take you through the- he’s a ranger.  

#00:56:33-1# TK: You have to tour guides that are trained.  

#00:56:35-0# Respondent 1: But you, yeah.  

#00:56:35-7# TK: And you have, a lot of times, the cave will hire different people that 
have been in college and actually went to school for different things like that and then 
they have a lot of ki-there’s some people that are doing cave tours that are not even from 
here, you know. They got their college degree and they came here and they wanted to do 
that and they learned their heritage, just like you’re doing. 
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#00:56:56-1# VG: You’ve got retired teachers -  

#00:56:57-5# TK: Yes. 

#00:56:57-6# VG: That probably work through the park service, especially during the 
summer. I remember having teachers in grade school that worked the summers in the 
park.  

#00:57:06-0# Interviewer:  Hmm.  

#00:57:06-7# TK: To make extra money.  

#00:57:08-6# When they were off from school.  

#00:57:08-4# Interviewer:  Oh, wow.  

#00:57:09-1# VG: So, it’s - it does hire a lot of local people too, so we, once again, the- 
you…you put up with the tourism part because it is - it does help the community in a lot 
of ways.  

#00:57:22-2# TK: And we - Jade can tell you, she enjoys it, but mom’s brother  he 
actually drives the ferry. He that’s - he’s one of the -  

#00:57:29-7# VG: He’s one of the ferry attendants.  

#00:57:31-2# Respondent 1: Ferry operator.  

#00:57:31-5# TK: A ferry operator.  

#00:57:31-8# JK: They have a lot of - what’s the other man’s name? 

#00:57:35-3# TK: Mr. Clemmons.  

#00:57:36-4# JK: Mr. Clemmons. I always make sure to get out or roll down my window 
to talk to him ‘cause him or my uncle, it’s just a highlight of - well, getting to go on the 
ferry is a highlight for me, and what makes it more of a highlight is getting to talk to 
them. Just having a civilized conversation, asking about their day, how are they doing -  

#00:58:02-0# TK: How man boat- how many cars (incomprehensible) ferry all.  

#00:58:04-9# JK: Oh, a few!  

#00:58:05-6# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:58:07-0# TK: How many today? “Well, I’ve had quite a bit! I’ve worked - tuh, I’m 
wore out!” About a hundred and twenty cars on Sunday.  
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#00:58:13-9# VG: Or “Your husband just crossed over! He’s probably home by now!” I 
get that once and a while.  

#00:58:17-0# Interviewer:  (laughing) Aw.  

#00:58:17-7# JK: And Mr. Clemmons.  

#00:58:19-5# TK: “Have you been going to your dad’s, Jade?” 

#00:58:21-1# JK: Mr. Clemmons, uh, he runs the ferry on Christmas Eve and I always 
come back from my dad’s on Christmas Eve night. And we probably spend almost an 
hour talking to him just because -  

#00:58:32-8# TK: If he’s not busy.  

#00:58:33-6# JK: If he’s not busy, which usually he’s not, but I just like - ‘cause one 
thing he always tells me is “I just saw Santa Clause fly across here!” 

#00:58:42-2# Interviewer:  (laughing)  

#00:58:42-3# TK: (laughing)  

#00:58:43-6# JK: And it just like - he’s like family to us because we just love talking to 
him.  

#00:58:49-0# Respondent 1: That’s nice.  

#00:58:49-8# Interviewer: M-hmm.  

#00:58:50-2# VG: You get to know the people. Like -  

#00:58:52-1# JK: You get to know - yeah.  

#00:58:53-8# VG: Yeah, another child had a memory of the ferry - my baby sitter - we 
always went to Cave City to the grocery ‘cause, in this area, there wasn’t anything other 
than you’re little country stores, but to go to like Houchins, we would go to Cave City. So 
on the way down there, we would sing “Shall We Gather at the River,”  

#00:59:14-9# Respondent 1: (laughing)  

#00:59:15-4# VG: Then, when we got there, Troy Davis was this gentleman’ name, he 
was the ferry operator, and of course back then, it was not as - I guess you could say - “as 
nice” now. The operator now doesn’t have to get out of the booth if he doesn’t want to. 
He’s got like and enclosed booth where its cool or warm, whatever. But, back then, Troy 
had to get out and take a big chain with a hook and hook it to the chain that was drilled 
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down in the road to hold the ferry while you got on. And he always wore gloves. He 
always had these brown, leather gloves and they always had pretty little pink or red beads 
on them - work gloves - and when I would get there, he would always cut those off and 
give me those beads and I saved them when I was little, but that was another memory I 
had of him. He was a very sweet gentleman. He may have been related to Vita and 
Dawson. I’m not sure. Can’t remember, but I just -I loved him. He was a very good man 
and uh…but I remember, he always had to get out in the cold and always had to hook - 
you couldn’t get on the ferry till he had you ready - and then, when the ferry stopped, you 
had to wait for him to go out of the booth and hook up on the other side.  

#01:00:27-8# TK: So how - ‘cause I don’t remember them ever doing that - so how old 
were you? ‘Cause as long as I remember, we could just get on the boat and go.  

#01:00:33-9# VG: No…Vita started keeping me when I was two.  

#01:00:37-5# Respondent 1: I remember that.  

#01:00:38-3# VG: But to remember this, I would have had to have been…four? or five 
probably?  

#01:00:43-2# Respondent 1: She’s talking about Troy Davis, his father, Erin Davis, he 
was ferryman (incomprehensible) that’s the only one I can remember is Erin. And then 
Troy, he got to be a ferryman. I guess his daddy got him on over that too, and he was a 
ferryman. And they were both really nice people. They were great people.  

#01:01:02-4# Interviewer:  So would you say that they would the people to talk to? In the 
future?  

#01:01:05-3# TK: Absolutely!  

#01:01:05-6# VG: Oh yeah.  

#01:01:06-7# JK: Absolutely.  

#01:01:07-7# Interviewer:  Would you be comfortable giving like the-I mean - and when 
the interview’s over giving the information for me to contact him?  

#01:01:11-0# Respondent 1: Oh yeah.  

#01:01:11-6# VG: Oh yeah! 

#01:01:11-8# Interviewer:  - ‘Cause they sound like amazing people to talk to about the 
community.  

#01:01:14-3# Respondent 1: Well, Erin and uh -  
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#01:01:16-7# VG: Erin and Troy are gone, but-  

#01:01:20-6# Respondent 1: Erin and Troy are gone. They passed away.  

#01:01:19-0# TK: Mr. Clemmons would be awesome. He would probably, you know I 
wouldn’t doubt Mr. Clemmons. You could interview him as he was running the boat, you 
know, ‘cause you could talk to home and wouldn’t mind. And he’s a super duper guy. He 
would enjoy talking to you.  

#01:01:31-2# Respondent 1: He’s a sweet guy.  

#01:01:32-3# Interviewer:  Alright.  

#01:01:32-8# TK: I couldn’t imagine our trips without him, let’s put it that way.  

#01:01:35-2# Interviewer:  Aw 

#01:01:35-7# VG: Yeah, you just can’t get on the ferry and not wave at him at least.  

#01:01:39-2# JK: Yeah.  

#01:01:39-9# TK: You know they’ve been down, you know, sometimes it’s you know 
they’re down there by themselves and you know they’re down there by their selves 
except for cars going across, going back, going back, you know.  

#01:01:52-7# JK: I mean, now, I used to say “mom, who’s that?” Well now, I know who 
all of them are that run the ferry. I’ve not - there’s not been one that I don’t know.  

#01:01:59-3# TK: Mr. Clemmons keeps butterscotch candy.  

#01:02:01-3# JK: Ye-Oh! 

#01:02:01-9# Interviewer:  Oh (laughing)  

#01:02:02-1# JK: That’s one of the best things about riding the ferry.  

#01:02:04-2# TK: He’ll give you a peace of candy (incomprehensible) and stuff so.. 

#01:02:08-0# Interviewer:  Okay. Well, I mean, I guess (pause) I guess that answers the 
recommendation part. I guess my last kind of question would be have you, I guess for 
conversation, have you ever been involved in like activities or groups around the 
Mammoth Cave area like that are specific to the area, I guess? Just um…’cause there’s 
some like women’s groups or there’s some like groups that other students are talking to. 
Have you ever been a part of a group in the area?  

#01:02:35-3# JK: Well, in Camelsville, we had a library group where that’s my mom’s 
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dad, and they have a library.  

#01:02:40-8# TK: She was talking about Mammoth Cave though, honey.  

#01:02:41-9# JK: Well, I know, but we always went to the cave and done things around it 
like community service kind of.  

#01:02:47-2# Interviewer:  Okay. So you have a community service groups that go 
through the cave.  

#01:02:49-9# JK: Yeah.  

#01:02:50-3# Interviewer:  Oh cool. Alright.  

#01:02:52-1# VG: There was a lot of students, too.  

#01:02:53-0# TK: I didn’t know that. Sorry, honey.  

#01:02:53-8# VG: My daughter, uh - she left earlier. She - and I meant for her to tell you 
about it - she did a class where they had to camp out at the cave. It was part of her 
physical education degree and - I think it was part of the degree. At least, it was one of 
the classes she took - but they had to camp out and they were going to canoe, but I don’t 
think the river, they could canoe. At that time the river was up. I do remember in the 
times that I’ve lived here, the worst flood that I can remember having (pause) after the 
flood was over, I couldn’t tell you how high it was, but after it was over, when the ferry 
actually finally got to open back up, you could see dirt and tree limbs hanging on the 
wires like that (pause) there is uh guide wires that help keep the ferry in the river, you 
know. Keep it where it’s supposed to be. But even up in the trees, you could see dirt 
where - that’s how high the water got one year when it flooded down there.  

#01:04:00-1# Interviewer:  How often does that happen?  

#01:04:01-5# VG: That’s been six/seven.. 

#01:04:05-4# JK: I remember I was little.  

#01:04:07-0# VG: Years ago.  

#01:04:09-4# TK: I mean stuff like that happens about once every five to six years, things 
flood.  

#01:04:14-0# VG: I mean, it’ll get really high, but that year -  

#01:04:17-2# JK: Was the worst.  

#01:04:18-2# VG: It was, for some reason, the worst we - I had ever seen.  
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#01:04:22-4# TK: They even closed down here at the Nolin Dam that you crossed. 

#01:04:24-9# Interviewer:  Wow. So was the ferry close - everything was?  

#01:04:28-7# VG: Oh yeah. 

#01:04:29-0# Interviewer:  Was it hard to get around, like, in the area?  

#01:04:30-6# VG: Well, you just had to go around because it was the ferry - I don’t even 
know where the ferry was at at that time, because the water would have brought it up so 
high, it would have been over the guide wires. That’s how deep it got. Or how high got. 
But I don’t know any um (pause) like Jade knew about the community members. I just - 
the students have classes there, I didn’t know it. They do things like that.  

#01:04:55-9# Interviewer:  Just thought I’d throw it out, ‘cause there are so many just 
small little things that are so interesting about this area, um…yeah, that are just great to 
know about, so, i guess, is there anything else that you want to add to the interview as we 
close out? Just anything you want to put in there? (long pause)  

#01:05:14-9# VG: Can’t think of anything specifically.  

#01:05:16-0# Interviewer:  Okay. Well thank you so much!   
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[00:00:00] 

DW: This is November 19th, [2015]. I am Diane Williams and I'm here to interview 
Chris Groves. Uh, we're in his office at 401, uh, 

CG: EST.  

DW: EST. Yes 

CG: Environmental Science and Technology 

DW: In Bowling Green, Kentucky, and Samantha [Castleman] is the uh recording 
technician [metal sound] and the project is Ethnographic Overview and 
Assessment for Mammoth Cave National Park.  

DW: Thank you, Chris, for making time. 

CG: Sure. 

DW: Um, you mentioned in your email that you took your class on a field trip 
yesterday,  

CG: Mhmm 

DW: Can you tell me a little bit about that?  

CG: Yeah, um, the one yesterday, uh, was - well actually, actually, I've gone three 
times this week and for two different classes. And, one class is an Introductory 
Geography, uh, it's it’s open for Geography and Geology. Um, and um, and I take 
them up to—that, that class, I take up to the cave every semester and have done so 
since 1991, uh, every semester but one. And, then, the other class this time is 
actually an Honors Colloquium and the the name of it is Mammoth Cave National 
Park and that I'm teaching. And so um, and we've had a number of field trips up to 
the Park in that class, uh, and then we kind of all mixed in both classes this week. 
Uh, and so, so it was a tour, um, in the historic area of the cave, which is now 
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closed because of they're working on the trails in there, but they let us go in and 
sort of take alternate pathways [unclear] the normal, and so 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: So, and to take about the geology and the history and really what a wonderful 
treasure it is.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: Yeah.  

DW: Do you have any other relationships to the cave, other than as a teacher taking— 

CG: Yeah, yeah, quite a few. Um, and these are in no particular order. Um, I um have 
had—I do a lot of research there sort of independent of my classes or or have over 
the years. Um, and, uh, this has been both um projects that I'm involved in, as a 
scientist in geology, and geo-chemistry and and water and hydrology, and 
environmental issues. Um, a lot of it involves graduate students and I've had a 
number - I've directed a number of theses of projects in the park over the years. I 
have been involved in, well in fact, the reason I came to Kentucky [laughs] as in 
1981, was because this is one of the few places in the United States—WKU and, 
in fact, the world, where a person can actually study what are called karst issues, 
cave related issues 

DW: Karst? 

CG: Yeah, karst, Yeah. The word karst [spells k a r s t] is a word that refers to these 
kinds of landscapes with caves and sink holes, and you know where the bedrock 
is very soluble, so you end up with caves and sink holes and underground rivers 
and big springs and this is really one of the quintessential karst landscapes of the 
world, for sure.  

And so um, there's caves that are continued to be explored, I mean, original, 
where people are going where no one's been before--all over the world, but this is 
one of the—certainly for the United States—one of the best. Some of the most 
active cave exploring that's going on is actually here in south central Kentucky. 
And so, that brings a lot of students here including me [laughs] in 1981. I came 
here as a student to study karsts and caves and partly drawn by the fact that 
Mammoth Cave was close by. I had in mind, to get involved with the exploration 
because I was interested in cave exploring before that.  

So the group that is primarily responsible for mapping and exploring the cave, is a 
group called the Cave Research Foundation, which is a private organization. It's 
separate. It's just a private organization. But, its a foundation that has a 
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cooperative agreement with the National Park Service, to explore and map the 
caves in and around Mammoth Caves National Park.  

And I mention them because my goal in coming down here - one of my goals was 
to get involved with Cave Research Foundation and get involved in the mapping 
of the cave, which I did by the next year, and so, I've really been going into the 
cave regularly, now since 1982, on a regular basis. And, ultimately, I got to the 
point of leading expeditions there and then a member of the board of directors and 
ultimately, I'm a past president of Cave Research Foundation.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: And, so, Cave Research Foundation or CRF is very, very closely tied with 
Mammoth Cave. And, so, that's that's [laughs] an aspect of it, I guess.  

[00:04:56]  

That's mostly the professional things. Um, on a personal level, or you know, sort 
of separate, [laughs] from my day job, I've also really, over over those years been 
very much involved in exploring the cave. I mean, exploring the park and hiking 
on the surface, and there's a lot of hiking trails and very beautiful surface features 
as well. And particularly up in the northern part of the park - north of the Green 
River - there's a lot of very remote areas up there where's there's no trails and big 
cliffs and rock shelters, and natural bridges and things that are just - very few 
people even know about, and so I spent many years, sort of poking up into those 
areas. I've [laughs] really, you know, other than my family, I think probably sort 
of Mammoth Cave National Park has has influenced my adult life  

DW: Wow. 

CG: as as much as about anything, and and I would list my job separately, but they've 
been much intertwined.  

DW: Sure. 

CG:  So, (laughs) a long answer to a short question [laughs]. Yeah, so, I've got a lot of 
fingers in the park. 

DW: Great. 

CG: Yeah. 

DW: Great, great. Um, what is most important to you about the park?  

CG: Mmm - There's a lot of things. I guess if I had to list a single thing its just - its the 
cave, I guess. 
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DW: Mhmm 

CG: There are hundreds of caves that are known in the park. There's the Mammoth 
Cave system and then there's what are called the the small caves. It's called the 
Small Cave Inventory and the Small Cave Inventory or the Small Caves are only 
that because the only way to define what the small caves are - those are the caves 
that are not the longest cave in the world [laughs]. Those would not be many 
would not be small caves anywhere else unless they happen to be next to the 
longest cave in the world, so. 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: So, uh, two of the caves within the park—one is the fifth longest cave in the 
United States and the other's the ninth longest cave in the United States, but those 
are [laughs] [unclear] so, well, not technically 'cause they don't have entrances in 
the park, but they go under the park. So there's a lot, but Banff Cave, itself, is 
certainly, its an international gem, for sure.  

Some other things that I'm involved in that inform my ability to speak to its 
international significance is that I've been, for twenty years now, involved in 
various United Nations scientific projects that are associated with karst and 
environmental issues. And, under UN, that's just speaking to the international 
perspective, under the United Nations is something called UNESCO 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: And, UNESCO is the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, and so under the 'S' for the Science part that's UN's "for science" 
[unclear], and under the [laughs] 'S' are various different programs and one of 
these is called the International Geo-Science Program, which is essentially the 
United Nations's earth-science umbrella.  

And, under that, there are a whole bunch of different projects. But, there have 
been a series of these since the early 90s that are related to karst and studying 
caves and environmental issues in karst areas. I've been involved in them since 
1995 and the reason I mention that is because what happens with those 
organizations, is that the United Nations really doesn't have much money to fund 
research, but what they do, in that particular context is to support international 
communication among scientists working on various common issues. It's to 
support cooperation and collaboration.  

So, the thing that happens there is—that means the people in these individual 
projects are very much interconnected around the world and get to know people, 
just the karst areas around the world. That means those of us that are participating 
in those projects - a common thing is that there's conferences all over the world - 
a couple each year that will have business meetings of these groups and sort of 
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travel and go on field trips. So it’s a chance to see karst areas all over the world. 
There's a network of people that participate in that, and the reason I bring all of 
that up is that what ends up happening is that from having that perspective of 
"what does the karst looking like all over the world?" there are beautiful, beautiful 
karst landscapes and caves, you know, just really, not everywhere, but you know 
there's a lot of them, and so, once a person gets familiar with where those places 
are, there's a very small bucket list of the places in the world 

[00:10:13]  

DW: [clears throat] 

CG: And, so people get involved in these projects as an opportunity to get to know 
people and be able to travel 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: and, you know, have local expertise wherever you are and drink wine, and eat 
food, and whatever. 

DW: [laughs] 

CG: And so having said that, if you asked those people who are traveling in those 
circles and are familiar with those kinds of things to say, "Well, where are the 
gems?" you know, "Where are the single best places?" 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: Then, clearly the answer depends on who you ask, but, I think that there'd be 
general agreement, and this isn't codified anywhere, but this is just from my 
experience to say, that there are three in the world that are at a level that sort of 
transcends everything else and one of them is our central Kentucky.  

DW: Wow. 

CG: And Mammoth Cave is sort of the draw. 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: You know, once people get there, there’s a lot of other great things here as well, 
but Mammoth Cave is really among the single iconic karst landscapes of the 
world. So, the cave is really special [laughs] 

DW: So, have you then been able to, take some of these people in your international 
group [unclear - both speaking at same time] 
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CG: Oh, oh, absolutely, yeah. Yeah, I haven't kept track, but I know for sure that 
people, people that have come to Mammoth Cave. We've had conferences here. 
There was international conferences here in 1981 - a really big one that had over a 
thousand people. There was - 1997 we had one. These all sort of - the 2001 one 
was this huge—no 1981, not 2001. So in 1981, there is something that is called 
the um - and I can provide details of this if you need to follow up, but there's the 
biggest international karst meeting in the world is held once every four years, 

DW: Mhmm 

CG:  you know, different places around the world and its a bunch of organizations 
collaborating, but that was held in Bowling Green in 1981. That was the first one 
ever held in North America, but they've been in Europe and Asia and all over, so 
that was a huge one. And then, we had these UNESCO project meetings in 2003 - 
no, 1997 and 2003 and 2007 and 2011; and each of those had maybe around a 
hundred people roughly 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: from everywhere. So from those trips, what happens is that - A wonderful thing 
about working here, [unclear - technical irregularity] in caves is that at some of 
these places where you travel around the world, and particularly these three 
particular places--there's one in China and one in Europe, and here that are just, 
for whatever reason [are] particularly spectacular and there's a lot of research. So 
we have this research here at Western, there in Slovenia in the former Yugoslavia 
there's a big research institute at one of these places, and in southwest China 
there's this research institute and when you find yourself at one of those three 
places, including here, somebody maybe walking down the hall from any [laughs] 
country in the world because they're here to see Mammoth Cave. So, that's a 
chance to interact with our students and the folks at the park.  

So, having said that, I know for sure that I've been in a cave with people from, 
very conservatively, 30 countries and probably - well, I can't say probably 50, but 
potentially 50, somewhere in - certainly in the 10s. And, that's not just, from these 
meetings. Its just I can get an email on any single day from somebody from 
Germany, Vietnam, China, Slovenia [laughs]. "I'm gonna be over there in a 
couple of weeks. Can we, you know, go out and eat or go out and look at the cave 
or whatever?" Yeah, so there's just a [unclear]. And, it's the same at this particular 
place in Slovenia, and other places as well, but these three places in particular—
and it’s the same crowd, you know. 

DW: Yes?  

CG: You know, this particular place in China, where I work from time-to-time, and it’s 
the same thing, where at that institute—in fact, I [laughs]. I have an office there, I 
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spend enough time, but just down the hall, maybe, any of the same people 
[laughs] that you might see wandering down this hall. So, yeah, it's fantastic. 

DW: Wow. 

CG: And, that's all sort of getting to answering you're question, that Mammoth Cave, 
that is the single thing. It just transcends everything else in terms of caves in the 
world.  

DW: Wow. 

CG: So. 

DW: That's fascinating. Mhm 

CG: Yeah.  

DW: Um?  

CG: Oh, let me just say one other interaction   

DW: Sure. 

[00:14:59]  

CG: Um, that is kind of related, and in fact there's a - I did an interview on this in the 
original archive for, you know, one of the past projects, and, that is that I had a 
very serious cave accident, up at Mammoth Cave, one time. And, that [laughs] 
had a lot of influence on me and my activities. Just in terms of my interactions 
with the park, that was in 2001. I was actually in the cave with some people from 
the park service where I was working on a park research project and one of the 
things I do, I have a laboratory here where--and a lot of this in going on in the 
parks in the research that I mentioned--where we'll put - there's more to it, but the 
simple idea is we'll put - there's certain types of dye that we can use 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: that you put in the ground where, like a stream is trickling into the ground, 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: and then you can see where it comes out at a spring or somewhere else in the 
cave. So, we were like mapping underground rivers using these dyes 

DW: Mhmm 
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CG: And so in 2001, I went to a cave with two people from the park service - the 
scientists within my work, and we put the dye in somewhere on the surface and 
we were going in the cave to collect things that you can analyze for the dye, and a 
ledge broke off and I had a fall into a big pit.  

DW: Whoa. 

CG: And so it was sort of a big issue, I guess, at the moment. But the park was very 
much involved in the rescue - in fact, there was a hundred people that came from 
Kentucky, and Tennessee, and Indiana to [help] with a happily successful 
conclusion. [laughs] 

DW: Yes. 

CG: So it was actually a cave that the entrance is just outside of the park, but I mean, 
closer than here to the Planetarium. 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: And almost immediately - the only entrance known is outside the park and it'll 
probably connect with Mammoth Cave, at some point, but where the accident 
occurred was actually in the park and it was with park service people, so. 
Anyway, that's another one to throw in. [laughs]  

DW: [laughs] Sure.  

CG: Yeah. 

DW: Not everybody has a story like that.  

CG: Well. 

DW: Were you injured? Did you get hurt?  

CG: Yeah. Yeah, I fell about 30 feet and got knocked unconscious. There was a pool 
of water at the bottom and I landed face down like floating unconscious in the 
water [laughs]. My friends looked down and there was actually blood coming out, 
and there's something that if you are unconscious and you fall in water, it makes 
you like quit breathing so you don't drown, just some miracle of biology.  

And so, the two guys I was with - there's a way to climb down the pit. It was 
about 30 feet, but its not - I've been in the cave before and they had not, so I knew 
how to get down into the pit. I mean that's not the way I would have chosen 
[laughs], but I'd been in there previously. But, the crazy thing is, you can't go 
straight down. It’s an overhang. I mean there's no way to get straight down. You 
have to go down like a passage and wind your way down and then come back, but 
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they didn't know that. Because it was a matter of time, one of my friends, literally, 
somehow, jumped down the pit, and he doesn't even remember how he did it, and 
got down there and got me out. I had broken four ribs and a shoulder, and got a 
punctured lung somewhere in there.  

DW: Gosh. 

CG: And, the thing that was sort of elevated, [laughs] the rescue - the effort involved 
was that from the entrance - when you go into the entrance there's a bluff, you 
know, maybe about that tall. So there's a waterfall kind of falling off just a little 
bluff like that, and then the entrance is about as tall as this shelf here, with the 
waterfall going over it. Then the stream goes right into the cave.  

And so, just to get into the cave at all, you have to get on your belly and crawl in 
the stream, but the next place you can stand up is one 1450 feet [laughs] into the 
cave. So, you're just crawling that whole way. Then it opens up where you can 
walk. And then shortly after that, just a few feet after that, you're then walking in 
the stream that you have been crawling in and it falls off a 30-foot waterfall.  

And, so you're just kind of walking along and then you come to a pit and the 
water - just sort of falls down there. And there's a rock that you can step up - a 
ledge [laughs] - there used to be a ledge that you can step on - and then from there 
climb up into another passage and that leads to the rest of the cave. The cave was 
only first really explored in the early '90s [1990s] and so there hadn't really been 
that many people in there. There's not that many people that are sort of interested 
in crawling through those sorts of things.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG:  And every single person - that's the only way to go into the cave, unless you have 
a rope to go directly down the pit. Or the other the other way I talked about to get 
down. So every single person that had gone in the cave had gone across that ledge 
and just at the moment it just - it had decided to break off. It turned out it was 
precariously positioned and no one ever realized it.  

[00:20:00]  

DW: Wow. 

CG: And so the issue was getting back through that crawlway without a whole lot of 
help.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: But, um, like I said, it was a successful conclusion, so.  
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DW: Yes.  

CG: You know. 

DW: Absolutely. 

CG: Yeah. 

DW: [clears throat] Are there any locations, Chris, in and around the cave that are - uh, 
hold a special significance for you?  

CG: Um, well, certainly lots of places in the cave. As I mentioned, these areas up in 
the northwest part of the park that I mentioned, where there are these remote areas 
with big bluffs and  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: um, its just a particularly spectacular place and the landscape's very different from 
anywhere else here in south central Kentucky or most places; and I really, really 
like that area a lot, just in terms of having an attachment to it, you know. I've just 
had some wonderful times exploring up there. It turns out that there are these like 
natural bridges, like that you see in eastern Kentucky?  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: There's actually 50 of them in Mammoth Cave National Park  

DW: Wow. 

CG: or more that few people even know that. I've really had a lot of fun with friends, 
you know, sort of going up there and camping, just exploring new - try to find 
those and stuff. I guess one place that's particularly special for whatever reason - 
There's a place called Cedar Sink. Cedar [spells S c e d a r] - like cedar trees, Sink 
[spells S i n k]. And it's a big sink hole and that's just one of the places there's a 
hiking trail up to and it’s actually this side of the park. If you kind of go up 
through—there's a way you can kind of wind through the country, through, um - 
there's a town called Pig. 

DW: Yes. 

CG: I don't know if you're aware of that yet - but in fact, Pig and the Pig Diner are also 
[laughs] very, very special places 

DW: [laughs] Ok 
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CG: I've been going there for many, many, many years, and, you know, I have a very 
nice relationship with the folks there. But right past - if you go through Pig - like 
there's a way you can go into the park through Pig, 

DW: Mhmm 

CG:  and then, you go up to 70 and go that way - and, where Cedar Sink is when you - 
if you go up 31W, then turn and go through Pig, not long after Pig you enter the 
park, and you're just driving through the woods. And, on the right hand side, in 
that section there is the trail to Cedar Sink. There's a couple caves sort of off of it 
and a big underground river comes out and goes across the bottom and disappears 
again. It's a place that I've really spent - partly, it's just not very far, and so just the 
idea you jump in the car and get out and have lunch at Pig and hike around a little 
bit, you know, its something I really like to do.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: So, that's special. One place, I guess, that I would be mindful of is - I went up 
there one time. The thing that happens with the park is the - a funny little thing - 
is that, and this isn't to be critical at all, it's just the way it is - but, when you think 
of the National Park Service and the mission - you know, when I went into it, it's 
like perpetuity, preserving for our grandchildren - so there's like this forever kind 
of time scale 

DW: Mhmm 

CG: But, there's a certain aspect of it. It's like any other organization where what ends 
up happening in the park - they're preserving it, and I would say there is this kind 
of time scale involved - but, there's also what is happening in the park day-to-day 
depends on who's in charge.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: I mean they can't go change rules and put in parking lots and stuff; I mean the 
day-to-day activities. And the culture of the park service is such that these are 
serving like four-year chunks [laughs], I guess, it depends, but a deputy director 
or superintendent will come and then move to another park. There's a culture in 
the park service where people work at this park for a couple years, get enough 
experience in administration and then they can apply to a similar job at a bigger 
park and they can be a deputy superintendent over here and they kind of work 
their way up. Things are very happy right now, and generally, it’s been great. But, 
the situation up there right now is wonderful – it’s just really good. But, I've 
[unclear] through the years that there are these various levels of administration - 
just like here at WKU or any place else - and to get things done, it just takes one 
person to really gum things up, I guess.  
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[00:24:50]  

So, that's to say, you know, this is over like 30 years just different people coming 
and going. I was up there sometime doing something, at some meeting - it wasn't 
anything in particular, but I remember being at this meeting one time just about 
whatever, and so I was coming back home and I thought, well I've driven all the 
way up here to sit in a windless office [laughs] sort of just talking to people about 
this and that, and that's not what national parks are about. I mean, I was just 
musing myself. So, as I was coming home and coming through that same route, 
that you'd come through Pig. And, when you're coming from the park, the main 
drive through the park is Route 70 and it goes from Brownsville over to I guess to 
Cave City. So as I was coming home on 70, and not particularly upset or 
anything, but I thought well, you know, people come to National Parks to go walk 
in the parks, [laughs] or whatever, and here I am, just like [unclear] some 
meaning. And so, I'll just take a minute.  

So, when you're coming from that way, if you turn left to go to Pig, if you 
continue straight its the road that goes towards Brownsville and not long past that 
turn is another beautiful trail that's called the Turnhole Bend Trail and it leads 
down to Green River. And, Turnhole Bend is this big U-shaped meander in the 
Green River that sort of comes to the south and Turnhole Bend is right at the 
south bend of it and there's a big spring that's really nice.  

So, I thought, well, I'll just take a minute since I'm in a park and I'll just go walk 
around. And so, I walked down to the river. And it just worked out, and it’s just a 
nice place and I just thought I'd get out of the car a little bit. But, it worked out 
that—so, I was by the river and the river is sort of going this way up this sort of U 
and up that way up the other end of the bend, and it just worked out where the sun 
was setting over here and the moon was over here and it was just like I happened 
to be there at just this one moment that was like really just gorgeous and beautiful 
and I was there just by myself and it was exactly the antidote [laughs] for - and, 
you know, it wasn't a confrontation, but it was just the fact that this fellow was 
sort of like you know the anti-park [unclear]. And it was just a case where I 
thought well, just on the spur of the moment I'll just park here and go walk 
around. And it really was striking to me that there was this beautiful scene that 
was going on whether I was there or not and I just happened to have - just by pure 
chance - sort of walk into it.  

And there's beautiful things all over the park, but it was very um, spiritual is really 
not the word, but very like restorative, I guess. And, I felt what a place this is that 
just by chance I can park and go hike and then just walk into this scene. That was 
a very special - it makes that a special place, a really, really nice moment. And, so 
there are probably other ones, but that was definitely one that I remember. So, 
that's a few of them [laughs] I could probably keep going, but. 
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DW: Um, Chris do you know of other individuals who use the park in the same way 
that you do?  

CG: Um, I would say not collectively because in the sense that I interact in various 
different sort of ways, and I think that collection of ways is probably not exactly 
the same as anyone else. But, individually, each of them - lots and lots of people 
and so, yeah, I could make a long list of folks. As far as, like leads of people to 
talk to or that sort of thing, you know, absolutely. So, a way to answer that 
question would be like, and I don't know if this would be presuming, but if its like 
well as a person that is trying to get information on the park, who else might I 
have a conversation with?  

DW: Yes, that's a perfect question [laughs] 

CG: And, um, I guess, what would be a way to get a list? Well, let me say a few 
people 

DW: Okay. 

CG: right off hand, and then there's probably kind of collections of lists, you know, 
that might be efficient. The first people I would talk to - so there are different 
aspects, and this goes back to your disclaimer about culture and geology and the 
various different kind of perspectives, and the very first person, I guess that I 
would think about would be a guy named Roger Brucker [spells B r u c k e r] and 
he shares in common that he loves to talk about Mammoth Cave also, and so as 
effusive as I am, he would be double.  

[00:30:09]  

CG: Um, he is one of the principle cave explorers - he's now in his mid-80s and lives 
up in Ohio and I can give you his email. But he is still down here frequently; he's 
still caving. He is one of the original founders of the Cave Research Foundation.  

DW: Oh, okay.  

CG: In fact, he even predates—he was among the people that ultimately coalesced into 
the Cave Research Foundation and that was 1957.  

DW: Mhmm 

CG: And, he is a character. You know, of all the people, [unclear] with the cave itself, 
I mean, if there is a single person, if I just had to name a single person - uh, well I 
did [laughs]. He's the first one.  

DW: Thank you. 
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CG: So yeah, him. And, I think that you would—whatever enthusiasm I have for 
naming him, you would understand pretty quickly, you know, shortly into the 
conversation. So, he's one.  

A guy that I would also talked to -beginning of a long list - is a guy named Stan 
Sides [spells S i d e s] and in fact, he and his wife, both - Stan and Kay Sides and 
I give you their email. They live in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, but they are here 
often. In fact, Stan teaches a class here. We have a summer program and it’s on 
the internet. That we offer, and have for many years - these week-long workshops 
in collaboration with the park on cave geology or photography or hydrology or 
biology - and Stan teaches one. In fact, Roger has taught one for many years. Stan 
teaches one about the history of exploration of Mammoth Cave. He and Roger are 
both past presidents of Cave Research Foundation, but Stan is just incredibly 
knowledgeable. I sort of put the two of them in sort of a tier, you know, in terms 
of their knowledge of the cave, but there's a lot of people that are very 
knowledgeable.  

Some of the people that I would say from the Cave Research Foundation, from 
the exploring angle of it, one is just down the hall - Pat Kambesis [spells K a m b 
e s i s]. Pat is an instructor here and actually came here as one of my grad students 
[laughs] but is still here and she is also a past president [laughs] of Cave Research 
Foundation, and has been involved in the cave since - I think she got here before I 
did. I think she's been going to the cave since the mid-70s. She works here and 
she can give you that perspective.  

DW: Okay. 

CG: Um, and I guess some other names, some other Cave Research Foundation names, 
just to get a list of people,  

Roger McClure - he is in his 80s and was very involved in this stuff early on. He's 
still around. He lives in Ohio also, but is down frequently. Yes, [spells M c C l u r 
e] - Roger McClure. A lot of the old timers, the ones that are still alive, there's not 
that many that are coming down regularly, so those are the two that come into 
mind.  

Oh, actually, another one that comes down from time-to-time is a guy named 
Gordon Smith, and he lives up in Indiana and he's one of the owners of the 
Diamond Caverns up near the park. It’s not in the park. And, that is actually 
owned by a consortium of old cave explorers that got together and bought that 
cave and Gordon Smith still comes down. He's involved the stuff for years.  

DW: Okay. 
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CG: Let's see, another past president of CRF (Cave Research Foundation) that still 
comes around is Scott House [spells H o u s e]. He lived in Missouri and has been 
involved in it for many years.  

Charles Fox [spells F o x], is a, um (laughs) another past president, and I'm not 
listing by past presidents. I'm thinking of people that have been very substantially 
involved in the exploration and the people on the list have done so enough to 
where they got into position to being president of Cave Research foundation. And, 
there's probably another 20 or 30 people that have been coming around for quite a 
while that—when you talk to any of us, they will continue to add to the names - 
so that would be some.  

[00:35:11]  

I guess to list a couple of ones - Mick Sutton [spells S u t t o n] is a biologist that 
with Cave Research Foundation has come around a lot—I mean, for years and 
years and years. And then, Sue Hagan [spells H a g a n] is kind of his partner. 
And there's others, but that's a starting point from the cave exploring perspective.  

In the park, the people that work there, I've seen anybody who works at 
Mammoth Cave has ties to it, but there's some people that are—and I wouldn't say 
ephemeral but in the sense that they're sort of here for a couple of years and then 
moving through. There's other people that work here that have very deep ties to 
the cave and in fact, a lot of [unclear] to the park, and I guess this must happen to 
some degree in most parks, but a thing that very much happens at Mammoth Cave 
is that people that work here - even the summer guides, and a lot of Western 
students work there in the summers because they hire some extra guides - and 
people develop this very strong attachment to the cave.  

DW: That's what I hear.  

CG:  Yeah, it's pretty remarkable, and in fact, you know it actually goes back at some 
point in the cultural thing, the thing that you'll come across, if you haven't so far, 
is that for many years the original owners of the cave had slaves - it was back in 
the day late 1700s into the 1800s. The tours began in 1816 and then through 
emancipation - I don't know if it was all of them - the guides were slaves. And so 
there was these families of slaves that generation after generation, it’s what they 
did and they were cave guides. So, its almost like the attachment that people get 
even now, guides for sure, but a lot of people that hang around get involved in this 
mess, there's almost a sense that there's this tradition that goes back, you know, 
even to those families, you know, generation after generation.  

So, some of the people in the park that I would talk to - one for sure that will be  
astounding a guide that comes to mind, a guy named Jerry Bransford [spells B r a 
n s f o r d] 
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DW: And is that Jerry with a J? 

CG: Yeah, Jerry with a J. And, it turns out, and I could spend an hour just talking 
about his story, or what I know about it. You should talk to him, but one of the 
slave families from - I don't even know when they showed up, but probably 
maybe the first half of the 1800s - was this Bransford family. And so, there were 
lots and lots of guides and generations of them, but there was a few of the early 
guides in the early 1800s and on - well the first half of the 1800s, I guess, until 
emancipation, but several of them actually became very notable because they 
made very significant cave discoveries, and were among the first very 
accomplished explorers in the cave and were making maps and this sort of thing.  

And so, the Bransford family was one of these families. So they, just many, many 
generations - so Jerry is a descendent of those people. 

DW: Oh, okay.  

CG:  But, what would happen was - that I learned from him - that from the 1800s 
through until the park formed in 1941, that tradition ended because when the 
government took over the park, black people were not allowed to work in the 
park. I mean [snaps his fingers] that day. And, he's told me that his family, after 
whatever number of generations they were not allowed in the Visitor Center on 
the dedication day, if I have it right. So, its a remarkable, remarkable story. He 
was young. He didn't work. He really didn't really have a direct connection to 
Mammoth Cave - I think for some part of his life, but eventually, he was a 
teacher. I don't know if he's still teaching of he's retired but from E-town 
[Elizabethtown] or somewhere up north. But, he got a job sort of ultimately 
working as a summer guide. So he is like the first, of the people from the tradition 
of black slaves, the first one to come back to work at Mammoth Cave. He's still 
there now.  

[00:40:05]  

DW: Wow. 

CG: Just to talk to him is just remarkable, because I mean, he's very much the history - 
he's studied it and knows a lot of details of it. And when you talk to the people - 
Stan Sides, and the people that are - Jerry is another - you know, that know a lot 
about the history, you'll see a lot of these stories kind of woven in and out where 
you'll see the same characters sort of showing up, the same historical figures, 
from this perspective or that perspective in these relationships. So, Jerry definitely 
is one that I would definitely talk to.  

You might check out - I don't know if you've seen it yet - but the WKYU, the 
television station - made a film about Mammoth Cave about um—in fact [gets out 
of chair and looks through papers on the desk] Yeah, very early on, I would 
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[unclear] this (laughs)[unclear]. No, apparently not [continues looking], but what 
I would do is just call down there to the TV station and they don't have it on 
YouTube. Apparently when they made it there was some kind of copyright thing 
for a certain number of years - oh, there it is. In fact, if you'd like to borrow that 
(laughs) you're welcome to. 

DW: Thank you. 

CG: I thought it was in there. And, that's just a tremendous – it’s about an hour and it’s 
just wonderful and I think of that because one of the scenes in there is Jerry—and 
it talks about a lot of different stuff in there, and in fact, some of the people in 
there are characters you might want to run into. But, there's a scene in there where 
Jerry is leading a tour and there's a place in there that's a passage called Cleveland 
Avenue, which is this beautiful big elliptical passage and there's a special spot. In 
fact, I would say, that might be one of the special spots, this is for me a very, very 
special one and I just was reminded of it. There are these things in Mammoth 
Cave that I call humming spots and the crazy thing about the cave is there is so 
much crazy, wacky stuff in there. You'd think, well it’s a cave, you know, what 
could there be? I think I've said it a million times to students is that the cave is at 
least 400 miles long. There's 400 miles that is actually mapped and its still being 
explored, so who knows how long it will be - plus another 200 miles that are not 
connected yet, with some probability of connecting. So, 500 miles of what I 
consider this bonus, extra landscape that we have that few people even know 
about, but its underneath of us here. The thing that I've said to many students, "If 
you dropped out of a helicopter any place on the earth, and you walk 500 miles, 
you would see some interesting [laughs] strange things pretty much anywhere. 

DW: Yes [laughs] 

CG: And, it’s like triple in Mammoth Cave because it’s really concentrated with all 
kinds of adventures and stuff. So anyway, so many quirky things and I love to 
take students into the cave because there's so many unexpected twisty things, but 
one that I really like, there's a bunch of these, but there’s two special ones in 
particular to me, and these are what I call humming spots, and I don't think there's 
a real term, but they're special places that if you stand at this one exact spot in the 
cave passage and you hum at a certain note, there's something about like that 
sound waves. 

DW: Oh. 

CG:  And so its like in a house in a stairwell, or just someplace where the sound does 
just a little bit kind of funny where its amplified or sounds funny, and these are 
super spots like that. There's one actually on a tour, that when I go through there 
I'll stop and hum with the group and it sounds, you know, its very striking - and 
actually three special ones that I know about. But, the reason I brought that up is 
that one of them in the film, Jerry's come along, and the way it is on the film, you 
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can't quite get the sound the way it would be in the cave, but I recognize the spot 
and he stops on the tour in the film and says, "Well, my great-grandfather and his 
great-grandfather whoever all these ancestors were, used to come and guide into 
the cave at this very spot." And he's talking about "how special this is for me to be 
able to do this" and all this kind of stuff. And he goes, “In fact, my whatever, my 
great-great-whatever used to stand at this very spot and sing these spiritual 
songs,” and he starts belting out.  

DW: Oh. 

CG: And, so um, I can't imagine to hear it - and I've asked him about this - because in 
the film, it’s beautiful. He's got a beautiful voice and it’s this old kind of spiritual, 
kind of hymnal sort of song. But, you really get a sense just from that little clip 
sort of the depth of all this. So, [unclear] talk to Jerry.  

There's another humming spot, which is by the way, which is another place - I 
guess "like" is the word, but I find fascinating. It's not on the tour now, but its not 
too far off the tour that you can go to. It used to be on the tour. It's kind of a 
special one because some of the humming spots you have to be in kind of an exact 
spot - like there's only enough room for one or two people. But, for whatever 
reason, this one particular passage called Pensacola Avenue - I don't know 
anything about the physics of it - but a bunch of people can stand there and be 
humming simultaneously and it just really bellows out. And there's a story that 
there was a guy in the early 1900s that was leading a tour and went down that 
passage and was at that humming spot. I actually seen the newspaper article in 
1907, I think, or something like that, and was leading a tour and it doesn't say 
whether they were humming at the time or not (laughs), but one of the people of 
the tour keeled over and died—like this elderly gentleman. And said that's why it 
was in the papers, about what had happened and the story. I can’t say joking is the 
right word, but I’m sort of mindful, you know, whenever I'm humming, that you 
know, I tell people, "Do this at your own risk" (laughs). And so that's kind of a 
crazy place - the humming spot back in Pensacola Avenue. So, anyway, Jerry is a 
person.  

[00:46:50] End of transcription. This transcription is 46:50 minutes of a 01:14:16 recorded 
interview.  
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CONTEXT: Coy Hanson and his family have a long history with Mammoth Cave National Park. 
His father and brother are credited with discovering the “New Discovery” at Mammoth Cave. 
Coy was 95 years old at the time of this interview, and while he is mostly lucid, in the afternoons 
he tended to get exhausted. This is reflected in some moments during the interview. His son 
Ronald Hanson also participated and at times joined in to help his father remember specific 
details of the stories he related to us.  
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COMMENTS: This is one interview broken into 4 recordings due to interruptions. There are four 
transcript files that correspond with each audio file. 

#00:00:00-0# RH:  …back in his chair can you hear him (incomprehensible). 

#00:00:01-6# AT:  Probably, yes sir. 
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#00:00:02-2# RH: You don’t have to lean over buddy, if you wanna. 

#00:00:04-9# AT:  Yeah you can sit back. I’ll put it up on high mode. Alright. 

#00:00:08-7# CH:  And get this out of my way.  

#00:00:08-6# AT:  Alright. My name is Amanda Tinch. It is Tuesday, June 28th, 2016, and 
we’re here at the home of Coy Hanson and we’re interviewing Coy Hanson about his 
relationship to Mammoth Cave Park. So that’s the first question. And, can you tell me about your 
relationship to the park? 

#00:00:26-2# CH:  My relationship to the… 

#00:00:28-7# AT:  To the park. Your family history if you want, I know this is a long question.  

#00:00:32-2# CH:  What? My association with the park starts when I was born. 1913 (laughing). 

#00:00:37-4# RH:  1921 Dad. 

#00:00:38-6# CH:  1921. 

#00:00:41-1# AT: um hum.   

#00:00:43-4# CH: And how old was I when they opened that new entrance to Mammoth Cave? 
It was, I’m all confused already. But anyway, I was born 1913.  

#00:01:02-6# RH:  Let’s, let’s pause. 

#00:01:03-5# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:01:04-4# CH:  1921 I mean (laughing). 

#00:01:05-8# RH:  He was born November 13, 1921. OK, let’s think about it Dad, because you 
talked about it the other day. Mr. Morrison came and had the New Entrance Hotel… 

#00:01:15-1# CH:  Yeah. 

#00:01:16-4# RH:  And… 

#00:01:17-3# [Recording ends] 
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Coy was 95 years old at the time of this interview, and while he is mostly lucid, in the afternoons 
he tended to get exhausted. This is reflected in some moments during the interview. His son 
Ronald Hanson also participated and at times joined in to help his father remember specific 
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COMMENTS: This is one interview broken into 4 recordings due to interruptions. There are four 
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#00:00:00-0# CH: Also at New Entrance, that’s where my brother Pete first associated with, 
Mammoth Cave. And later on he had other experiences. (laughing) (incomprehensible) 

#00:00:22-4# AT:  You’re fine.  

#00:00:26-4# RH:  He and your dad made the New Discovery, right? 

#00:00:29-6# CH:  Yeah, but that’s a little, a little bit later.  
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#00:00:31-9# RH:  OK. 

#00:00:34-7# KW: Which discovery was that? Which discovery? 

#00:00:36-8# AT:  That one was the Frozen Niagara discovery.  

#00:00:41-4# RH:  Well. 

#00:00:41-5# CH:  The Frozen Niagara was a very important discovery. And they had a man that 
went with them, to get over there, had to go what they called a Crystal Lake? 

#00:00:51-6# AT:  Mm hum 

#00:00:51-9# CH:  Had to scale their way over. It was so dangerous looking to him, that he 
thought maybe he’d just wait until they drilled a hole (laughing) (incomprehensible) to get him 
out. 

#00:01:05-3# CH:  His name was Lincoln Wells.  

#00:01:08-7# AT:  Um, go ahead.  

#00:01:12-6# CH:  I’m just trying to piece together what… 

#00:01:18-0# AT:  No, you’re fine, I’m not trying to rush you. (speaking to Ronald) It might be 
an idea to give you an informed consent document as well, and you can participate, as well, if 
you want.  

#00:01:29-3# RH:  I’ll just be helping him. He’s told me these stories. 

#00:01:32-2# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:01:33-5# RH:  And uh, I was just trying to help him.  

#00:01:36-2# AT:  No, you’re totally fine. I just don’t want to strain, or… 

#00:01:40-3# RH:  No, I’ll be, I’ll sign whatever you want me to sign.  

#00:01:42-7# AT:  OK.  

#00:01:46-8# RH:  But, his… (speaking to Coy) Daddy, they’re interested in the people of the 
area too. 

#00:01:51-8# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:01:53-1# RH:  You can, you can tell them about your families, and yours, your family and 
Uncle Earl’s family and how they uh… 
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#00:02:02-6# CH:  My neighbors… 

#00:02:03-2# RH:  Tell them about, won’t you tell them about how they did the laundry. When 
they got, when they got a washing machine.  

#00:02:10-2# CH:  It’s a little later on, but in doing so, my father and my Uncle Earl lived just 
about a hundred yards from across the road, about a hundred yards apart.  

#00:02:25-6# AT:  Uh hum 

#00:02:26-1# CH:  And Uncle Earl always come across to get his water from our well. And then, 
washing time, they had a washing machine that was a gasoline engine? And they just had one 
machine, so, momma would wash on Monday, the sled would take the washing machine to my 
aunt. She’d wash the next Tuesday. 

#00:02:59-3# RH:  And the following Monday… 

#00:02:59-6# And the (laughing) following Monday, then it’d come back to my mother, they’d 
switch it every other day (laughing). 

#00:03:05-5# RH:  They hooked a mule up to a sleigh, (incomprehensible) from this gasoline. 
But there were 10 children in Daddy’s family, and 8 in Uncle Earl’s. So, and those 18 children 
were just about like brothers and sisters. 

#00:03:18-2# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:03:23-1# AT:  I Googled your family before coming up here, because I wanted to make sure 
I didn’t miss out on asking you any questions that might be pertinent. And it’s like a who’s who 
of Mammoth Cave. 

#00:03:34-0# CH: (laughing)  

#00:03:35-2# AT:  Your family is.  

#00:03:36-0# CH:  Yeah. 

#00:03:36-7# RH:  When his dad passed away, the Courier Journal had his obituary, the, “The 
Grand Old Man of Mammoth Cave.” He died at, whatever age… 

#00:03:51-7# CH:  Now I’m the next “Grand Old Man of Mammoth Cave” (laughing). 

#00:03:55-0# AT:  Well tell us about that, you can tell us about your history.  

#00:03:59-2# CH:  OK. 
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#00:04:00-0# AT:  You worked in concessions? Or worked…no? OK.  

#00:04:03-9# CH:  I did later on.  

#00:04:04-7# AT:  You did later on.  

#00:04:05-9# RH:  Now Daddy you didn’t work in concessions, did you?  

#00:04:08-9# CH:  National Park Concessions, I did. That was one of my first jobs.  

#00:04:16-0# RH:  OK. When you were bell-hopping? 

#00:04:19-6# CH:  I was.  

#00:04:21-7# RH:  Ok, I’m sorry.  

#00:04:21-9# AT:  I’m sorry.  

#00:04:23-2# CH:  Yeah, later on, after things began to get established? My brother Pete became 
a guide at Mammoth Cave.   

#00:04:33-5# AT:  After it was a National Park. Or beforehand? 

#00:04:37-1# CH:  No, beforehand, much beforehand.  

#00:04:39-9# AT:  OK.  

#00:04:43-9# CH:  And, the National Park Association was who I was working for, what’d it? 
Who did… 

#00:04:49-5# RH:  Probably so. Maybe so, yes sir. 

#00:04:52-4# CH:  Who do we belong to now?  

#00:04:54-7# RH:  Mammoth Cave National Park Association.  

#00:04:56-0# CH:  That’s right.  

#00:04:57-2# RH: (talking to Amanda) Are you familiar with that? 

#00:04:58-2# AT:  Mm hum.  

#00:04:58-6# RH:  OK.  

#00:04:59-2# CH:   But anyway, let me see how to start. My brother Pete became a guide at 
Mammoth Cave. At New Entrance. And my brother Boots, er, Lester Taylor (laughing) was a 
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bell-hop for the concessions. And he lost his life driving the mail truck, mail bus, from New 
Entrance to the old Mammoth Cave area. And one day, he was carrying the mail and he didn’t 
make the right turn, and, near the elevator shaft? He hit the tree and was hospitalized. The next 
day I watched him die. With blood coming from his nose.  

#00:05:59-2# AT:  mmm 

#00:06:02-5# CH:  Had a lung punctured by a rib. At that time, I was just, well I was four years 
younger than he was, so. Anyway… 

#00:06:22-1# RH:  You were fourteen or fifteen.  

#00:06:23-8# CH:  In 1936, was my first experience working at Mammoth Cave. And I was 
filling in the night job, bell-hop job that he had. They needed new blood (laughing). 

#00:06:41-1# AT:  um hum 

#00:06:42-7# CH:  And one instance I remember about doing that job, this one lady asked me 
one night, I wasn’t very, much of a clumsy boy I guess. She wanted to know if I couldn’t get 
some shoes that wouldn’t make so much noise going down the hall (laughing).  

#00:07:06-1# And my work progressed from there.  

#00:07:06-7# AT:  um hum 

#00:07:07-8# RH:  Can, can we pause just a moment? 

#00:07:10-1# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:07:11-8# RH:  Now, are you … 

#00:07:12-1# [End of recording] 
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#00:00:00-0# CH:  The early 20s. My Uncle Earl and Dad were instrumental in building that too, 
they were, their father was a master carpenter, and they had learned the trade well. That’s how 
they were able to put those steps down through the New Entrance. I don’t want to get it all mixed 
up. 

#00:00:20-8# AT:  You’re fine. You’re totally fine. Take as much time as you need.  

#00:00:26-2# CH:  But, working at Mammoth Cave Hotel was, a good job for me. At my age. 
And, my brother Pete kind of took care of me in a lot of ways (laughing). He protected me from 
a lot of things. That went on, 1920s was when the hotel was built. And then, before it ever 
moved, my brother Pete was already there and guiding it. At the New Entrance. And I went to 
high school in Park City, eh, Glasgow Junction. 1936. My brother had died just, from the 
accident.  

#00:01:37-4# CH:  I’m not a very good storyteller. (laughing)  
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#00:01:39-0# AT:  No, you’re a fantastic storyteller. Fantastic.  

#00:01:42-6# CH:  Anyway. One incident I’d like to tell you about, Mr. George W. … 

#00:01:59-9# RH:  Morrison.  

#00:02:01-9# AT:  I was going to say Morris but I knew that wasn’t right, Morrison.  

#00:02:04-9# CH:  He had my father go to Louisville, and they had, instead of buying locks for 
the cave, they were for the hotel room? They rented them (laughing)  

#00:02:18-1# AT: (laughing) They rented the locks.  

#00:02:20-0# RH:  Can you imagine how tight money must have been then?  

#00:02:22-2# CH:  And I never will forget going with my dad to see about getting those 
installed.  

#00:02:29-6# AT:  Yeah. Yeah.  

#00:02:31-6# CH:  This Mr. Morrison had quite a bit of money I think to start with, but he was 
running low. He had, he rented the locks instead of buying them. My brother Pete got to be a 
guide at Mammoth Cave, at New Entrance.  

#00:02:53-7# RH:  And so was your dad, right?  

#00:02:56-9# CH:  Oh yeah, my dad and Uncle Earl. And later on then the CCC’s came in. And 
they built a camp right above Frozen Niagara Hotel. Frozen Niagara Entrance, not Hotel. it all 
runs together (laughing). But anyway.  

#00:03:28-2# RH:  Daddy, um, was a temporary guide all those years, and then he kept, after he 
came back from the war, he kept taking this test to get to be a permanent guide.  Passed it 5 or 6 
times, but never did, nobody would ever, you know it was a hard job to get.  

#00:03:51-9# AT:  For the National Park Service. 

#00:03:54-2# RH:  For the National Park Service. 

#00:03:54-6# CH:  I passed the Federal Entrance Examination. Several times, but never enough 
experience or education. But finally I got a superintendent come in, Assistant Superintendent he 
was, Bert Roberts, and he asked me, “Reckon you can pass that examination again?” I said, 
“Well I passed it three or four times.” 

#00:04:21-1# AT: (laughing) 
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#00:04:22-8# CH:  He said, “I’ll tell you one thing. You pass that again, you’ll have a permanent 
job.” I took it and passed it beautifully. And then, from there I got my permanent job with the 
National Park Service.   

#00:04:39-2# AT:  What year was this, do you know?  

#00:04:40-6# CH:  About 60… 

#00:04:41-8# RH:  It was, it was 1960. I was fifteen years old. And we moved from Bowling 
Green to Cave City. And then the next year, you got on, instead of a guide, he got on as a ranger. 
And we were out at Flint Ridge. Tell them what, tell them what one of your duties was as a 
guide, as a ranger, at Flint Ridge.  

#00:05:03-8# CH:  Well, I was told, we had another cave over there, Crystal Cave? And, he had 
lost his life… 

#00:05:17-0# RH:  Floyd Collins. 

#00:05:17-7# AT:  Floyd Collins, yeah.  

#00:05:19-6# CH:  And, his body was stolen from that cave, and discarded on the bluffs of 
Green River. And by the time I got there, his body had been restored, and my duty each time, 
once a month I go down and make sure that he was still there… 

#00:05:43-1# RH: (laughing) Make sure Floyd was still there. I know I went with him once or 
twice.  

#00:05:47-0# AT:  Oh my goodness. 

#00:05:51-0# KW: What was that like as a kid? Seeing that? 

#00:05:51-7# RH:  Well, it was, it was kinda… (laughing)  

#00:05:55-7# CH:  The competition, they never did prove this, but the competition had taken 
him out and done this, to kinda cool down the attraction he had. He had just recently just died in 
what they call Sand Cave? You’ve heard of that I’m sure. And they didn’t want it to happen any 
more.  

#00:06:19-6# RH:  Daddy’s earliest memory is…tell her what your first memory in life is 
Daddy. Remember? You and Pawpaw going to Floyd Collins when he was trapped? 

#00:06:31-1# CH: (laughing) Oh yeah. Yeah that was something else. 1925, wasn’t that when he 
was trapped? 

#00:06:37-8# RH:  Yes, yes sir. You were a little over, you were about 3 1/2.  
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#00:06:41-5# CH:  Four years old. Anyway, I went, my dad was already guidin’, and he took me 
over there one day. When I was just four years old. And all I remember most about it was, the 
horse and buggies and the Model T Fords, and the moonshine whiskey. 

#00:07:04-4# AT: (laughing)  

#00:07:06-0# CH:  That was flowing very good (laughing). I never will forget that of course.  

#00:07:18-6# CH: I’d like to have this in a continuing situation, but it doesn’t work out that way.  

#00:07:23-0# RH:  You can go back and forth sometimes.  

#00:07:25-7# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:07:26-1# RH:  They’ll tie it all together. 

#00:07:28-1# AT:  This doesn’t have to be fluid. It can go all over the place. We’re just trying to 
collect your memories, and we can also give you a CD, a burned CD of these memories too. So 
you will have those.  

#00:07:42-0# CH:  Floyd Collins had gotten into this cave hunting for a new one? But he should 
have known better than to go down into a sandstone pit, because sandstone is not as reliable as 
limestone. And Dad made that comment, that, said they wasn’t too wise to be going in there on 
that (laughing) but he did it anyway. They later got his body out by digging up the opposite hole 
and coming underneath and, and going down through his narrow hole. He was kicking rocks 
loose, and kicked one of those on his leg, and they couldn’t get behind to do anything about it. 
So eventually they had to dig a shaft and come underneath him. Yeah where do I go from here. 
(laughing) I’m going to high school at Glasgow Junction. 

#00:08:41-4# AT:  Glasgow Junction yep.  

#00:08:41-4# CH:  And it was right after my brother lost his life, doing bell-hop. So I got the job 
of bell-hop. And its worked on up from there. Many years I worked seasonal. And I believe I 
told you already of how it got to be a permanent job.  

#00:09:08-4# AT:  Yes. So, I have a question if that’s OK. When the cave transitioned from 
these private entities to the National Park Service, how did that effect your family?  

#00:09:18-2# CH:  It became a national park in 1941, right?  

#00:09:26-9# AT:  Yeaaaah, before then maybe, or was it ’41, I don’t remember.  

#00:09:30-6# RH:  41. 

#00:09:31-0# AT:  Ok, 41. How did that affect your family? Were you all displaced? 
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#00:09:36-1# RH:  Yes. 

#00:09:36-5# AT:  You were displaced. 

#00:09:37-5# RH:  What, did they, they bought your place on eminent domain, didn’t they Dad. 

#00:09:42-8# CH:  Yeah it was condemned and taken by eminent domain. We had a small farm. 
$20 an acre. Take it or leave it. (laughing) Had no choice but to take it. So rather than to try to 
beat ‘em, I just joined ‘em.  

#00:10:04-9# AT:  Did your dad work for the National Park Service too then? Yes. 

#00:10:08-7# CH:  Later on they did, yes. In 1941 it went from private ownership, all of it, to, be 
operated by the National Park. Now the Cathedral, Crystal Cave, didn’t necessarily go right at 
that time, but later on it was condemned. I haven’t got through my education yet, have I? 

#00:10:42-2# AT:  That’s OK, Glasgow Junction, you can go there. 

#00:10:44-5# RH:  That’s alright, you, you can tell them about some of the people around there, 
you can tell them about Red Buck Estes.  

#00:10:52-1# CH: (laughing) Oh yeah. That’s a good one. He was a local man, and very loud 
mouthed if he had to be. And he would call, well he was instrumental in running river logs down 
the river to, go to New Orleans. With the timber. And he had a voice you could hear from miles 
around. And every Fourth of July he would entertain at Mammoth Cave Hotel. At the area near 
the hotel. And…(Loses train of thought)  

#00:11:45-3# RH:  Did they have a hollering contest? 

#00:11:48-5# CH:  No, didn’t need to (laughing). He had to win.  

#00:11:52-9# RH: You knew Red Buck was gonna win? 

#00:11:53-9# CH:  He won that outright all the time.  

#00:11:56-0# RH:  OK.  

#00:11:58-4# CH:  He was noted for cutting down trees and shipping them downriver to New 
Orleans. That was on the Natchez Trace, wasn’t it? Oh it all gets mixed up sweetheart, 
I…(laughing). 

#00:12:14-1# AT:  You’re totally fine. You’re totally fine.  

#00:12:15-9# CH:  And you’re recording all this? (laughing)  

#00:12:19-1# AT:  Yeah, you’re fine.    
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#00:12:19-9# CH:  Don’t mind my (incomprehensible) (laughing)  

#00:12:23-4# AT:  It’s OK.  

#00:12:28-5# KW: I have a question. What was it like to do the tours back then? What were the 
tours, what were the cave tours like back then? 

#00:12:35-4# CH:  What were the caves like? 

#00:12:36-8# AT:  The cave tour. Can you tell us what it was like to give a cave tour? Like an 
early cave tour? 

#00:12:42-9# RH:  Were they different? How did the cave tours change? 

#00:12:48-9# CH:  Well, not, its had to say. 

#00:12:52-4# RH:  Well, were they lit? Did you have electricity? 

#00:12:57-3# CH:  No no, no no, (laughing).  

#00:12:59-4# RH:  Well, how did you light it?  

#00:13:04-0# CH:  Well, now, that’s a good question. That entrance from where they started the 
New Entrance? They had, down at the old cave they’d always used just torches and lantern 
lights. But, to show those pits and domes, they used what they called a Delco Remus (sp) 
System. And what it involved is large batteries, that took distilled water. And I made, when I was 
a small boy, I made trips to Bowling Green to get distilled water for those batteries, to run that 
light from, from… 

#00:13:56-6# RH:  Who did you go with? 

#00:13:57-0# CH:  My father, who else? (laughing) And we’d make that trip and come back. 
And they’d use that Delco system to build those stairs. And later on, I guess they used those, 
they never did use anything but lantern lights. Up there and didn’t use the smoke torches.  

#00:14:50-5# CH:  I should’ve had this all laid out (laughing).  

#00:14:52-8# AT:  You’re totally fine, don’t stress. Now I’ve seen photographs of people taking 
cave tours in the early part of the twentieth century. And they would wear like these caving 
costumes that they rented. Did you all do that at New Discovery? 

#00:15:04-1# CH:  The New Discovery was never shown.  

#00:15:07-4# RH:  So see the New Discovery has never been shown to the general public.  
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#00:15:13-1# AT:  OK. 

#00:15:14-1# RH:  Now its, it was made, they made the discovery in 1938 but they didn’t 
announce it until 1940 or 41. My grandmother cut out all those pages out of her journal.  

#00:15:29-2# AT:  Cause your grandfather, your dad, discovered it. 

#00:15:31-0# RH:  His dad and his brother Pete. 

#00:15:33-2# CH:  My brother Pete was the one that really discovered it. But they had Pete, and 
with him was my father, and Claude and Leo Hunt.  

#00:15:44-9# RH:  And that part of the cave was so, uh, unique I think in its, in all of the things 
it had in it. Wasn’t it Dad? All of the gypsum and… 

#00:15:59-7# CH:  Yeah that’s where they, beautiful things.  

#00:16:03-7# RH:  And then the war started and then they, rather than fund the money to light 
and make that part of the cave accessible to the public, they spent that time and money in war 
efforts. And that never really has been shown to the public. They take us, as a family, my 
children, grandchildren. They’ll take us down there and they make one or two trips a year. But its 
not really something that the general public sees.  

#00:16:35-0# AT:  OK. So the hotel is just the Discovery. 

#00:16:38-2# RH:  I’m sorry? 

#00:16:39-5# AT:  The hotel, where you worked, was called the Discovery Hotel? 

#00:16:43-5# RH:  No no, now that was the New Entrance Hotel. 

#00:16:45-4# AT:  New Entrance, I’m sorry. I’m getting words mixed up in my head.  

#00:16:49-8# RH:  You had, help me Dad, with the caves that were competitors back then. You 
had Diamond Caverns… 

#00:16:53-6# CH:  Great Onyx, Crystal Cave, Mammoth Onyx… 

#00:16:58-2# RH:  Mammoth Cave and New Entrance, right? 

#00:17:03-5# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:17:03-6# RH:  And Diamond Caverns was never part of the Park System. They remained a 
competitor. (Asking Coy) What, how did we feel about them trying to get people to come to 
Diamond Caverns and… (laughing)  
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#00:17:21-5# CH:  They had solicitors. 

#00:17:23-2# AT:  Yes.  

#00:17:23-7# CH:  Out on a road. And they wore uniforms that, make them look like official. 

#00:17:29-6# RH:  They weren’t our favorite people. (laughing)  

#00:17:35-0# CH:  And they’ve wave at ‘em and pull right in (laughing).  

#00:17:36-2# AT:  Yeah. So did your cave ever participate in the cave wars? 

#00:17:40-0# RH:  Well… 

#00:17:42-6# CH:  What now? 

#00:17:43-6# AT:  No, never mind, I’m sorry.  

#00:17:44-1# CH:  What about the, was I instrumental in the cave wars? 

#00:17:47-9# AT:  No, we won’t answer that question, I’m sorry.  

#00:17:49-8# RH:  I don’t think, oh well, that’s fine. 

#00:17:52-0# CH:  No well I had nothing to do with… 

#00:17:52-9# RH:  No, he had, we had nothing, we were, our family worked for New Entrance.  

#00:17:58-4# AT:  Yes.  

#00:18:00-0# RH:  Right Dad? 

#00:17:59-9# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:18:00-7# RH:  Our family worked for New Entrance. So we would’ve been, we would’ve 
favored them. In whatever disputes there might have been. But we were never actively involved 
in any disputes.  

#00:18:11-6# AT:  Yes, I understand. I understand. Sorry, I shouldn’t of asked that question.  

#00:18:13-6# KW: For George Morrison? 

#00:18:14-9# RH:  George W. Morrison owned that, isn’t that right Dad? 

#00:18:17-9# CH:  Yeah. But my grandfather on my mother’s side, was a guide at Diamond 
Cavern.  
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#00:18:30-3# AT:  What was his name? Do you know? Do you remember? 

#00:18:33-3# CH:  Em, Embrage Doyle (sp), called him Em Doyle.  

#00:18:36-3# AT:  Em Doyle, OK. 

#00:18:37-7# CH:  And he worked for… 

#00:18:39-3# RH:  How many wives did Em Doyle have? 

#00:18:40-9# CH:  He had, four that I know of.  

#00:18:45-9# AT: (laughing)  

#00:18:47-8# RH:  Where’s he buried? 

#00:18:49-0# CH:  Locust Grove Cemetery. 

#00:18:50-9# RH:  Whose buried on either side of him? 

#00:18:53-1# CH:  His two, first two wives.  

#00:18:55-5# RH:  The mother of his two, two groups of children.   

#00:19:01-2# CH:  And his youngest daughter was buried, near him. But she died in childbirth.  

#00:19:09-9# RH:  Daddy’s homeplace, did you all, where did you all get off the interstate, Park 
City or Cave City?  

#00:19:18-2# KW: We got off at 101 because we went Brownsville first. And we had an 
interview at Brownsville this morning. 

#00:19:22-7# RH:  I see, OK, OK.  Well if you came from Brownsville, just as you pass… 

#00:19:27-9# CH:  You passed right by my home.  

#00:19:28-5# RH:  Yeah, you drove right by his homeplace. Locust Grove Cemetery is where his 
people are buried. And, uh, if you come, if you’re coming from Brownsville on the right, there 
just after you exit the park, that’s where Em Doyle lived. And that’s where his family moved to, 
when they left the park. 

#00:19:48-8# CH:  I have two sisters and six brothers.  

#00:19:53-8# RH:  Had three sisters Buddie. Well, you’d have two that are deceased. 
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#00:19:58-2# CH:  One of them’s still living though.  

#00:19:59-2# RH:  Yeah. I’m sorry. 

#00:20:00-4# CH:  She will be buried at Locust Grove Cemetery.  

#00:20:03-7# AT:  Um hm, Mary Alice, correct? 

#00:20:05-5# CH:  And my home is just about 6/10ths of a mile above there.  

#00:20:09-3# AT:  OK.  

#00:20:13-6# RH:  Describe, tell her about your house that you grew up in. 

#00:20:16-7# CH:  (laughing) Oh, boy. You’ve heard of dogtrots, cabins? 

#00:20:22-7# AT:  [indicates no] 

#00:20:23-8# CH:  Its, really is it, two big chimneys, one on each end. He’s gonna get you a 
picture I believe (laughing). 

#00:20:33-7# AT:  OK. 

#00:20:36-4# CH:  But, in between the two big rooms, is what they call the dogtrot. Well, my 
house had the two big stone chimneys, the two big rooms, but the dogtrot had been closed off for 
another room, that’s where my dad made his bedroom (laughing). 

#00:20:55-8# AT:  Oh, OK. 

#00:20:57-2# CH:  And that, I visited that not too awful long ago and the old stones are still 
there, and the well that we used is still there.  

#00:21:08-3# RH:  Oh that’ll be interesting to them. Tell them what your daddy did to you to get 
snake out of the well. 

#00:21:16-1# CH:  Oh ho ho (laughing). Had a snake down the well and he tied me on to a rope 
and sent me down to get the snake.  

#00:21:27-1# RH:  In a bucket. 

#00:21:27-9# AT:  In a bucket. 

#00:21:29-5# CH:  In a bucket. But I didn’t make it.  

#00:21:31-5# AT:  Oh no!  
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#00:21:33-8# RH:  Didn’t get the snake.  

#00:21:33-6# CH:  Didn’t… 

#00:21:34-8# AT:  Didn’t get the snake. 

#00:21:35-3# RH:  He brought you back out when you got a little scared. 

#00:21:37-1# CH:  He brought me back out, but then we fished around with the bucket and got 
that snake out.  

#00:21:42-2# AT:  That’s good. That’s probably better. (laughing)  

#00:21:47-1# CH:  I could, think awhile and go back for years I guess, talking. 

#00:21:54-9# AT:  That’s fine.  

#00:22:02-7# CH:  Just get past my, babies, I mean uh, night workers taking care of people.  

#00:22:12-8# AT: You were a bellhop, and you were going to school at Glasgow Junction. Was 
were you were.  

#00:22:23-8# KW: Park City, right? That’s Park City? 

#00:22:25-3# AT: um hum 

#00:22:25-3# RH:  I didn’t understand, did you… 

#00:22:22-4# AT:  He was talking about something else, trying to help him out.  

#00:22:31-3# CH:  What we talking about now?  

#00:22:35-6# AT:  Oh, wherever. Um, you were talking about, you said you wanted to get past 
were you were helping people at night, and that’s when you were a bellhop, is that right? 

#00:22:43-6# CH:  Yeah. My bellhopping days ended when I got to be a little past 36.  

#00:22:57-3# AT:  In 1936, um hum. 

#00:23:02-3# CH:  When I took that examination and I passed it? That’s when I became a, a full-
fledged Park Service (laughing) And I was, being different from a ranger, from a cave guide to a 
ranger, meant police work. 

#00:23:26-4# AT:  Yes.  
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#00:23:30-2# CH:  And I don’t know if I ever had too much to do with police work, but… 
(laughing). I know when I was stationed at Mammoth Cave over in, near the Indian tribe?  

#00:23:48-3# RH:  In the Smokies, buddy.  

#00:23:50-2# CH:  In the Smokies, yeah. I was on night patrol one night. And, the boy that I 
traced (?) in there, had been up to the campground, and somebody had broken into the cash thing 
there that they had, for people to donate. So, I had an assistant that, up in the campground, where 
he did, he called and told me, so I followed him, and when I come by, I followed him outside the 
park, and pulled him over. But meantime they were getting rid of the money.  

#00:24:40-2# AT:  Oh no.  

#00:24:42-3# CH:  So, I stopped him, and all I could to is give him a ticket for speeding, ‘cause 
he was really speeding. (laughing) 

#00:24:49-2# AT:  Um hum. So you were a park ranger at the Smokies as well? 

#00:24:55-5# CH:  Do what? 

#00:24:56-6# AT:  You were a park ranger in the Smokies as well? 

#00:24:59-2# CH:  Yeah, yeah.  

#00:25:00-4# RH:  Yeah he was in Olympia, Olympic, in Washington.  

#00:25:05-4# AT:  Oh that’s a great park.  

#00:25:06-2# RH:  Yeah I bet you know about that. The Smokey Mountains, he was 
Superintendent at Russell Cave, he was on the Natchez Trace for the last seven or eight, nine 
years.  

#00:25:16-8# CH:  Anyway those, that fellow didn’t give me a whole lot of trouble. I was going 
to give him a ticket, about all I had to charge him with. Well, when I started to give him a ticket, 
why, they circled me around. Very calmly I gave him a ticket, and I walked back to my car, 
nobody bothered me. But, I did survive that incident (laughing). 

#00:26:00-8# RH:  What, this was a, a group of Indians, wasn’t it Dad? 

#00:26:09-1# CH:  It was.  

#00:26:09-8# RH:  They were the Cherokee Indians who lived in the park. And they felt like he 
was, invading their territory a little bit I guess. Is that right Dad? 

#00:26:21-0# CH:  Yeah, kinda. 
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#00:26:22-4# RH:  Am I portraying that right? And they, to intimidate him, they, they circled, 
they formed a circle around him.  

#00:26:30-6# CH:  That was one, that was one time I was wearing my pistol. I seldom wore it.  

#00:26:38-4# RH:  He used to keep it in the glove compartment.  

#00:26:39-8# CH:  I figured people wouldn’t, didn’t need a, gun on me (laughing). 

#00:26:50-8# AT:  Um hum.  

#00:26:51-0# CH:  I know you’re getting bored.  

#00:26:51-9# AT:  No, I’m not! No I’m not. I’m enjoying this. I’m just trying to think of any 
questions I might have for you.  

#00:26:58-6# RH:  Well I think its neat Dad, that, what was your job at home, when you were 
little? What was your first job of the day? 

#00:27:07-8# CH:  Well, I was, had a lot of chores, gardening chores and stuff. But when I was 
nine years old, my three older brothers were all going to high school, and I was going to 
elementary. At nine, I was left to plow with a great big plow with three mules. They would 
harness them up every morning for me and I, I could hitch em to the plow. But in order to have 
three and get by, I had to have enough power there to pull them through, say some roots are 
catching? I’d have to have enough power to pull that through, without having to try to pull the 
plow out. (laughing) So I, I broke what they call breaking the ground for tilling. When I was nine 
years old. 

#00:28:06-6# AT:  With three mules? 

#00:28:06-5# CH:  Huh? 

#00:28:06-0# AT:  With three mules, and you were harnessing these mules at nine? 

#00:28:11-1# RH:  They harnessed them for you, Dad, and then you drove the mules, didn’t 
you? 

#00:28:14-1# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:28:15-8# AT:  I’m still, that’s still impressive. (laughing)  

#00:28:17-3# CH:  I’d have to get up in the trough in order to put the bridle on, you took the 
bridle off for them to eat. And I’d have to get up in the trough, to put their bridle back on, and 
hook em up (laughing) . 

#00:28:36-3# AT:  Wow.  
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#00:28:33-1# RH:  Well who built the fires, at your house in the wintertime? 

#00:28:40-6# CH:  Coy J.  

#00:28:42-2# RH:  That’s what I thought.  

#00:28:42-8# AT:  (laughing)  

#00:28:44-3# RH:  Well what about, when you found out, course he never had any running 
water, or electricity, until, the day you got, the day after you got married, you and momma’s 
apartment had electricity and water in it, right? 

#00:28:56-7# CH:  Yeah. 

#00:28:56-8# RH:  That’s the first time you had lived somewhere that had water and electricity, 
is that right? 

#00:29:01-9# CH:  That is correct.  

#00:29:03-1# RH:  OK, now, Uncle Oscar died in 1932, Daddy’s probably ten. Depending on 
what time, I think was ten years, old, ten or eleven. 

#00:29:14-6# CH:  I was eleven years old I think. 

#00:29:16-3# RH:  They had, Uncle Oscar was the third brother. He just had two daughters, he 
was the town marshall in Cave City for awhile. Then he went to Bowling Green to work. And 
uh, he passed away in 1932. And, of course, Daddy is used to building the fire, he’d be getting 
up, splitting the wood, building the fire every morning. But what happened when you went to 
Uncle Oscar’s viewing down at the house, Daddy, what did you find out? 

#00:29:42-5# CH:  I found out a floor furnace with fire coming up through there from a gas stove 
(laughing) . 

#00:29:46-6# RH:  He had a gas furnace. And Daddy, he thought, “How long has this been going 
on?” (laughing) But can you imagine, you know. Well when you slept, when you all slept in the, 
when it snowed in the winter time, there was, you’d have to shake the snow off your cover to get 
up in the morning, wouldn’t you? 

#00:30:06-8# CH:  Yeah, that’s when I slept in the attic.  

#00:30:08-9# RH:  Yeah. And there was, all the boys would sleep in the attic. That right? 

#00:30:12-2# CH:  Yeah that’s correct. On a blustery night, snow would come in and drift on top 
of your blanket? Next morning you can’t get out (laughing). 
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#00:30:21-3# AT:  Oh my goodness. Oh my goodness. 

#00:30:25-0# CH:  I come up rough. (laughing)  

#00:30:26-0# AT:  Hey! you know.  

#00:30:28-0# CH:  But I’m thankful for every day of it.  

#00:30:32-6# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:30:36-1# RH:  And he’s lived a joyful life. When he worked, he sang, and uh, uh, he lived a 
joyful life. 

#00:30:48-3# CH:  I went to school at, what was Glasgow Junction, but when I got there it was 
the first year of the Park City High School. And when I went overseas, this was Glasgow 
Junction is the name of the town, when I went overseas I went in a big French ship, and landed at 
Greenock, Scotland. And Greenock, Scotland was about 20 miles southeast of Glasgow. And I 
found out where Glasgow Junction got its name. (laughing) 

#00:31:28-9# RH:  Tell them about when you, uh, when you got married and when you got your 
notice to go to service. 

#00:31:37-7# CH:  (laughing) Yeah, we’d been going together pretty good for awhile, and were 
gonna get married, and finally decided we would get married. So we got married one night, the 
next morning would you believe I got my notice to come be examined? (laughing) 

#00:31:56-6# AT:  The next day?  

#00:31:59-5# CH:  The next morning.  

#00:31:59-5# AT: Aww, so sorry, yeah. 

#00:32:00-4# CH:  But, I had three weeks, after I was examined I had three weeks for a 
honeymoon. (laughing)  

#00:32:07-8# AT:  That’s good. Yeah. Was your wife from the Mammoth Cave area? 

#00:32:15-8# RH:  She was from Jenny.  

#00:32:16-4# CH:  Yes, she was, from Cave City. Well a little place called Jenny just out of 
Cave City. She come from a family of, nine wasn’t it? 

#00:32:27-1# RH:  I believe there was just six in her family.  

#00:32:30-0# CH:  Six, yeah, ten of us. Six of them.  
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#00:32:33-8# RH:  [pointing to framed documents hanging on the wall] This is, these are the 
missions Daddy flew, and his crew, and he and mom when they were younger.  

#00:32:38-8# AT:  That’s sweet.  

#00:32:44-0# KW: Nice the way its framed.  

#00:32:47-9# RH:  They were married 71 years. She died in that chair you’re [Amanda] sitting 
in, about that close to him. September 11, 2013.  

#00:32:57-0#  [a few seconds of silence] 

#00:33:05-6# CH: (speaking to Amanda) I thought maybe I might have a chance to marrying 
somebody else when I heard from you (laughing). 

#00:33:08-9# AT:  (laughing) I was telling my friend that I thought you would be a character. 
Cause you said, “Sounds like we’ve got a date!” (laughing)  

#00:33:20-3# CH:  Yeah. (laughing) I wonder if you’d remember that.  

#00:33:19-4# AT:  Well I did.  

#00:33:21-4# CH:  I gotta have a little, fun, as long as I go on. So. 

#00:33:26-2# AT:  That’s the only way to live. It’s the only way to live. Um, so, you’re family 
has lived in the Mammoth Cave area forever, and has a rich history in Mammoth Cave. Your 
sister Mary Alice worked with Dr. Wilson? On his research? Do you know how she got involved 
with that?  

#00:33:43-9# CH:  My sister used to work with him on that, didn’t she? 

#00:33:47-0# RH:  That’s what she said. Now she was one of Dr. Wilson’s students. Uh, I have a 
story about Mary Alice and his brother H. C., that involves Dr. Wilson. Are you talking about the 
guy that was in, I think, the English Dept. at Western? 

#00:34:08-0# AT:  Yes, um hum, Gordon Wilson.  

#00:34:10-9# RH:  And he was, he loved, he was like a member of the Audubon Society? 

#00:34:13-2# AT:  He loved birds, yes, yes.  

#00:34:13-7# RH:  He loved birds. Dr. Wilson was up here, and the first time he met one of the 
Hanson’s, was, over, he was on Shomant (sp) Hill, coming out of Park City, and, my uncle H. C., 
uh, and my aunt Mary Alice, were out there, and Mr., uh, Dr. Wilson has had car trouble. And 
they thought, of course, H. C. and Mary Alice were probably, H. C. was probably 14 and Mary 
Alice was probably 11 or 12. Or he might of been 16 and her 10 or 11, he’s probably that much 
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older. So they were going to help Dr. Wilson, Dr. Wilson asked them to help him get started, and 
H. C. put Mary Alice to driving the car, didn’t he? 

#00:35:07-4# CH:  Yep.  

#00:35:08-3# RH:  And he told Mary Alice, well H. C. was, Dr. Wilson didn’t want to, you 
know, pop the clutch and get on it. So H. C. was going to operate the car. You all know how you 
started a car, straight shift?  

#00:35:21-9# AT:  Um Hum.  

#00:35:23-4# KW: Yeah.   

#00:35:23-2# RH:  OK. So H. C. wants Mary Alice to come up behind him. And push him. And 
he said, he told her something like, uh, “when we get started, give me a good push.” Well the 
good push that she gave him, well she just [claps his hands] rammed into the back of the car - 
she, she got stuck, rather than easing up to it, she rammed into the back of the car. And, they did 
get Dr. Wilson started, and he got, he got on to Park City. But he remembered their names, and 
of course I’m sure it boogered the bumper, the back bumper of his car up. But when Mary Alice 
started to Western, it would take her to tell you this story right, but when she’s about 18 she 
starts to Western, and she goes in, she’s going to be an English major. And she, I think it was Dr. 
Wilson’s the one that was signing her up. And when he looked at her name, he said, “Do you 
live, are you at Park City?” Then he recalled what had happened. Dr. Wilson’s not still with us, 
is he? 

#00:36:26-0# AT:  No, I don’t think so.  

#00:36:28-4# RH:  OK. But that, he remembered that incident with Mary Alice Hanson and H. 
C. Hanson when she started the school, 6 or 7 years later.  

#00:36:38-8# AT:  I was looking through his records, um, of the research he did on the 
linguistics at Mammoth Cave, and the naming of places? And she’s credited to helping write one 
of the books.  

#00:36:50-4# RH:  Really. 

#00:36:51-1# CH:  You mean the bird watcher? 

#00:36:51-4# AT:  Yes, um hum. 

#00:36:53-4# RH:  Was she, what book was she credited with helping? One of the… 

#00:36:57-3# AT:  I think its called like Folklore of Mammoth Cave.  

#00:36:57-1# RH:  Really? OK.  
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#00:37:01-1# AT:  Or Folkways of Mammoth Cave. 

#00:37:01-8# RH:  Oh I would like to, uh, like to see that.  

#00:37:05-4# AT:  I can, I will give you, I’ll write it down. When I get finished. 

#00:37:10-8# RH:  Is it in the Western library? I’m sure. 

#00:37:10-0# AT:  It is, its at the Special Collections library. 

#00:37:14-4# RH:  OK. That’s not something you can check out.  

#00:37:15-9# AT:  Its not something that you can check out, but they’ll make you copies of 
certain things, yeah.  

#00:37:18-1# RH:  OK. Mary Alice may have one of those. 

#00:37:19-7# AT:  Um hum. You can find it on Ebay. I can tell you that. I looked for it on Ebay.  

#00:37:26-9# RH:  OK.  

#00:37:26-6# CH:  Let me tell you something unusual about my parents.   

#00:37:29-2# AT:  Yes sir. 

#00:37:29-6# CH:  There was 10 in the family? Nine of us got an eighth grade, a high school 
education. 9 of them. The last boy was a Down’s Syndrome and he never did get to go to school. 

#00:37:44-2# AT:  Um hm. 

#00:37:46-0# CH:  But he was Mamma’s pet. (laughing)  

#00:37:46-9# RH:  But they all, and the literacy that they both had. And, I’m talking about my 
grandmother and my grandaddy. They wrote beautiful letters and things, but they only, I don’t 
know, what did they go, 5th or 6th grade, maybe Dad? 

#00:38:03-9# CH:  Its, I doubt if they went any higher than 5th grade, huh.  

#00:38:10-8# RH:  His dad was a first generation born in America, from the Hanson’s. His, I 
guess his mother taught his daddy to speak English, so. When we cancelled the Courier Journal, 
that was coming to Park City, I never will forget them saying at the Courier Journal that there’d 
been one coming here since 1920, 1919, or 1920, 21, it was, a Courier Journal, they’d been 
sending a Courier Journal to the Hanson’s, at Park City, for that… 

#00:38:47-5# AT:  Oh wow.  
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#00:38:48-3# RH:  Well that was about, that was when Maydell (sp) left, it was probably in the, 
the late 90s, they’d been coming for 70 years, so.  

#00:39:01-5# KW: Where did the Hanson’s come from? Where did they…? 

#00:39:03-8# RH:  From, from Sweden.  

#00:39:04-4# AT:  Sweden. Does that have any influence on how the town, the area community 
of Sweeden got its name? 

#00:39:10-4# RH:  Yeah, there were a lot of Swedish people who came. And they were all, most 
of them were carpenters, and there was, uh… 

#00:39:16-8# CH:  Yeah, they were across the river. They have a place over there called 
Sweeden? 

#00:39:24-4# RH:  Yes sir. 

#00:39:24-6# CH:  Yep. 

#00:39:25-4# RH:  And there’s a Stockholm in Edmondson County as well.  

#00:39:27-8# CH:  Yeah, Stockholm, yeah. 

#00:39:34-4# RH:  That book there talks about, Doritha (sp) talks about how they probably came 
from that group over here. Got a deal on some land and stayed here instead of staying over there.  

#00:39:49-3# AT:  What’s your favorite thing about Mammoth Cave? From your childhood? Do 
you have a favorite memory of Mammoth Cave? 

#00:39:57-8# CH:  I, I, I do. I kind of favor Frozen Niagara and Grand Central Station but, I 
finally fell in love with all of it. (laughing) 

#00:40:10-9# RH:  Yeah, we go over there about once a week. Just to, see what’s going on.  

#00:40:17-0# CH:  You know anymore we don’t have any, hotel. And that breaks my heart.  

#00:40:23-0# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:40:24-8# CH:  I got enough camping, back early, I, when I come now, I like to be in a room 
with a bath. (laughing) 

#00:40:31-2# AT:  Um hum, I understand that.  

#00:40:31-8# CH:  I camped out enough. 
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#00:40:36-0# AT:  Um hum. Sounds like it if you’re shaking snow off your blankets.  

#00:40:38-3# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:40:41-8# RH:  Have you seen a picture of the old, of the, this is the Mammoth Cave Hotel. 
Have you seen a picture of that? 

#00:40:50-7# AT:  I have seen that. Um… 

#00:40:52-9# RH:  I’ve got it upside down, old road hog got it upside down.  

#00:40:57-3# KW: That’s Doc Gray’s painting, right, yeah, Doc Gray. That’s the person we 
interviewed last week, Doc Gray. 

#00:41:01-3# CH:  Is that the New Entrance one, or up, that’s the old one, huh? 

#00:41:03-0# RH:  No, now this is the Mammoth Cave Hotel.  Now the New Entrance one that 
Daddy’s talking about, was, this isn’t it. It was a little bit smaller, and, it was… 

#00:41:12-4# CH:  Is that the one you was already moved out of? You didn’t take it yet, did you? 

#00:41:17-5# RH:  No, I don’t have, I don’t have the New Entrance one Buddy.  

#00:41:18-6# CH:  Not yet.  

#00:41:19-7# RH:  Now I’ve taken, I’ve taken a framed copy of this. Because it was broken. 
That’s the old Mammoth Cave Hotel.  

#00:41:31-0# CH:  Yeah. There’s an older, an older version of it too,  I guess you’re not familiar 
with it. 

#00:41:41-8# RH:  That’s the one, that’s the one I took. But the frame was broke.  

#00:41:44-1# CH:  Yeah that’s the one of me and H. C., painted.  

#00:41:50-2# RH:  Tell her, tell her about that.  

#00:41:50-2# CH:  (laughing) Me and my brother, H. C. took… 

#00:41:56-3# RH:  This was the late 40s, this was after the war. 

#00:42:02-1# CH:  Its not H. C., its… 

#00:42:04-7# AT:  Garner? 

#00:42:05-2# CH:  My other unc… 
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#00:42:07-5# RH:  H. C. helped you paint it.  

#00:42:09-7# CH:  Yeah. 

#00:42:12-4# RH:  Now Garner may have hired you, but H. C. helped you paint it.  

#00:42:09-6# CH:  H. C. was there, yeah.  

#00:42:14-8# RH:  And it was after the war, and you all were, trying to get some contracting jobs 
going, right?  

#00:42:21-0# CH:  Yeah, that’s right.  

#00:42:22-0# RH:  OK.  

#00:42:23-9# CH:  Anyway, we got, we thought we was all through with it? We’d put an 
extension on a ladder and got it all done. Mr. Simon was in charge of the hotel and concessions. 
And he says, “H. C., you hadn’t painted the screens.” (laughing)  

#00:42:40-7# AT:  Oh no. Oh no.  

#00:42:46-5# CH:  You know what H. C. did? He got him some spray paint. Painted em. And he 
got it, hooked back up. But then right after that, we done such a good job painting the hotel that, 
Mrs. Simon wanted us to redo her, upstairs bathrooms in the hotel? So one day, at, right before 
noon, we, went ahead and put the paper, wet the paper down? And that’s when 
(incomprehensible) come back, and we had wallpapers dripping here and there. (laughing) Mrs. 
Simon comes in and she says, “Oh my Lord!” she says (laughing). So we had to clean that up. 

#00:43:39-1# AT:  Yeah.     

#00:43:40-0# RH:  Y’all never had, that was the first paper you all ever hung, wasn’t it? 
(laughing)  

#00:43:43-8# CH:  That’s the first paper job we did. (laughing) Oh we run into a lot of strange 
things.  

#00:43:51-3# AT:  What can you tell me about your brother Garner? That was a person, we had 
on our list to learn some more information about, was Garner.  

#00:43:59-6# CH:  Well he was very, headstrong. (laughing) You probably heard that.  

#00:44:04-6# AT:  No, I didn’t. Nope.  

#00:44:09-2# CH:  He had a hard time with some of the government people. But he managed to 
get by without that. (laughing)  
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#00:44:23-7# RH:  A lot, a lot of what Daddy’s talking about, when they tore that hotel down in 
the early 70s, and Garner, course it meant alot. It was were Garner’s office was. Garner had 
grown up there, it was about the only job he’d every known, was working in that hotel, and uh, it 
broke his heart to see em tear that hotel down. He thought it should have been a National 
Historical building.  

#00:44:46-0# AT:  Um hum.  

#00:44:46-5# RH:  And, so consequently, he had, some, uh, situations with the Park Service over 
that. Let me tell you about Garner Hanson. He built a house for his mom and dad, before he built 
one for himself. So, that’s how generous he was. How much family meant to him.  

#00:45:21-9# CH:  And another thing about him. There used to be a stagecoach that run from 
Park City, and also Cave City. And Garner somehow or another, bought the remains of the old 
stagecoach. And just recently, my niece donated that thing to our Association. 

#00:45:51-1# RH:  Yep. Have you seen that? 

#00:45:54-6# AT:  We’ve interviewed people about it, yeah.  

#00:45:56-7# CH:  Anyway, I went to the viewing of that refurbished thing, and it was a 
wonderful job. They did it. I had a picture made with my niece underneath it. And it’s still 
undecided, just where its going to be kept. But the Park Service wanted several million dollars 
just to build a shelter for it, but I don’t think that’s gonna happen. (laughing)  

#00:46:22-2# AT:  Yeah.  

#00:46:26-5# CH:  But, right now, as far as I know its still in Cave City, at Lee Davis’s 
residence. Lee and Greg, you’ve probably heard of Greg Davis? 

#00:46:40-4# KW: We, we interviewed Greg, we talked with Greg. And we also talked with the 
Bunnells and they just adore you. The Bunnells? Bobby Bunnell. 

#00:46:52-7# RH:  They talked to Bobby Bunnell, too. We saw Bobby Sunday.  

#00:46:54-8# KW: Yeah, he’s a great guy, but yeah. He really spoke highly of you.  

#00:47:00-8# CH:  Yeah, I’m supposed to be with him again pretty soon.  

#00:47:03-0# RH:  July the 16th.  

#00:47:04-1# CH:  July the 16th.  

#00:47:06-0# AT:  Were your parents a member of the Mammoth Cave Park Association? 
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#00:47:11-7# CH:  I’m a member of the Mammoth Cave Park Association. But I don’t know if 
my dad, ever was or not.  

#00:47:17-6# RH:  I don’t know either. I don’t know either.  

#00:47:20-1# CH:  But Garner’s daughter is, isn’t it? 

#00:47:23-1# RH:  Yes sir. 

#00:47:23-6# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:47:24-0# RH:  And Garner was, I’m sure. I’m not sure, it was set up to buy the land, so I’m 
not sure that they were… 

#00:47:30-9# AT:  I gotcha.  

#00:47:34-0# CH:  That stagecoach is beautiful.  

#00:47:37-2# AT:  Is it? That’s great.  

#00:47:40-4# CH:  Yeah.  

#00:47:43-9# KW: Did you, what did you think of the movie, the Mammoth Cave: a Place 
Called Home, did you see that movie, the film? 

#00:47:49-4# CH:  The name of it is what. 

#00:47:51-1# RH:  That, that, you know that movie that you and I, that I filmed, and you saw it 
at my house on Sunday afternoon? 

#00:47:57-5# CH:  Oh yeah.  

#00:47:58-2# RH:  Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home. And they talked about that Wells 
man, who, uh… 

#00:48:04-9# CH:  Vernon Wells? 

#00:48:07-3# RH:  Vernon Wells, yeah. Vernon Wells lived right over here. But Daddy, you can 
tell them about how Vernon, how you met Vernon Wells too. 

#00:48:16-0# CH: (laughing) OK. Yeah Vernon Wells was, one of early rangers to get people 
vacated from the park. And I had a personal experience, and he stopped by the school where I 
was going to school? He had run over my dog and killed it. And he was man enough to come up, 
wanted to find out where it was and apologize, and also to replace the dog, if I’d let him, but I 
just thanked him for being nice enough to come and tell me.  
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#00:48:47-3# RH:  And that was the first person you’d ever seen in a National Park uniform 
wasn’t it Dad? 

#00:48:52-5# CH:  I believe it was, yeah. (laughing) I was, people were about 4th or 5th grade, at 
Age’s (sp) school, did you ever hear of Age’s school?  My dad and mother were instrumental in 
getting me to that school. In fact, Age is what my mother descended from. Oh me, I’ve got good 
ole memories of that, too. We used to have a game you called Stinkbase. (laughing)  

#00:49:29-5# AT:  I couldn’t have a clue what that is. (laughing)  

#00:49:32-9# CH:  Well, anyway we had two teams, you had big circles for the team to stay in? 
And you’d venture out, and if they caught you outside the  thing, why they, catch you and put 
you in what they called a stinkbase. And then you’d try to rescue your friends  that were in there, 
but. Its not too popular today. (laughing)  

#00:50:06-1# AT:  I can say I’ve never played that. (laughing)  

#00:50:07-6# RH:  Its probably lost some of its, uh, appeal. (laughing)  

#00:50:17-0# AT:  Um, are there any other stories? That you have, that you think, should be 
recorded? Mammoth Cave stories? 

#00:50:31-4# CH:  I can’t think of any right now.  

#00:50:35-3# AT:  Can’t think of any. Are there any other people, who you think we should also 
interview? 

#00:50:46-6# RH:  Have you talked to Norman Warnell? I’m sure you have.  

#00:50:48-6# AT:  We haven’t, but he is on the list. He’s, we’re waiting, cause everyone says to 
talk to him.  

#00:50:55-8# CH:  He’s more knowledgable about Edmondson County than anyone else around. 

#00:50:59-7# AT:  Um hum. I think he knows more about Kentucky than anyone else around, it 
seems like. They have him on stuff in LaRue County.  

#00:51:07-9# CH:  Probably so, he’s a knowledgable man.  

#00:51:12-2# AT:  That’s good to know. Do you have any questions that I haven’t asked? 

#00:51:14-1# KW: I don’t think so, I think I was able to ask the questions I wanted to ask. I was 
interested in what the cave tours were like back then, and how they’ve changed.  
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#00:51:24-1# RH:  When I was little, I would come up on Fridays with Dad. And they would, let 
me go along with the trailer. They had a guide and a trailer. That’s where they would let me walk 
back with the trailers. We would help, we’d put kerosene in the lanterns, wouldn’t we? 

#00:51:50-4# CH:  Do what now? 

#00:51:50-8# RH:  What did we put in the lanterns, was it kerosene? 

#00:51:54-0# CH:  Kerosene, yeah. 

#00:51:56-6# RH:  We carried lanterns on some of the trips, even then. In the, that was in the 
early 50s. 

#00:52:03-7# CH:  One of my, things, when I went from New Entrance down to Mammoth 
Cave? Was to walk out where the electricity started, from 180 some, 183 steps from Carmichael 
Entrance. To where those lanterns were. And I’d haul back 24 at a time. I’d put bales, put 12, 11 
on bales on another one, and up here on another one, and tied those two together with a gunny 
sack, throw it over my shoulder and carry em 181 steps back out to Carmichael Entrance.  

#00:52:52-5# RH:  You might want to tell her about you and Pete building those boats.  

#00:53:00-9# CH:  Building the what? 

#00:53:02-0# RH:  The boats.  

#00:53:05-0# CH:  Boats. Oh,  I used to help Pete and some other people, build boats down on 
Echo River? We’d have two big, 24 foot long, poplar boards with taper, tapered on each end, 
from about a foot down to the width of it. And then they, to make them waterproof, used what 
they call oakum. Between each board that they’d put on? And that oakum would have to warm it 
up with… can’t even say it… 

#00:53:54-9# RH:  You built a fire, didn’t you? 

#00:53:55-9# CH: ; No, hon, I had a, oh, what kind of a torch? It heated? 

#00:54:03-7# RH:  A little like an acetylene torch? 

#00:54:07-2# CH:  Something to that effect. Its an old torch that you put gas in and…anyway 
we’d warm that oakum up with that thing and tie it, made it tight. You’d get through, ah, you’d 
have a waterproof boat. Oh, that reminds me, do I have any of those other things of that boat 
down on there? 

#00:54:38-6# RH:  Oh, yeah, I’ll show them one of those. What, course the boats were too big to 
take through the entrance, so they constructed the boats down in the cave. 
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#00:54:48-2# CH:  In the cave, yeah, you couldn’t, couldn’t get em under the hole, (laughing) 
big as they are. I have some of those pictures of the boats. But I got some short things, too. I was 
hoping to have one next year for you. 

#00:55:14-0# RH:  [Showing a color photograph of Coy piloting a boat full of tourists in Echo 
River.] And, this is my dad. 

#00:55:16-0# AT:  Oh wow.  

#00:55:16-5# RH:  This is a postcard that they made. And that’s my dad, as the pilot of that boat. 
Well, the captain of that boat, whatever that is.  

#00:55:26-2# CH:  Don’t have those, just a little, just to show the picture I (incomprehensible) 
with. 

#00:55:37-1# KW: Maybe I should, can I take a picture of that? 

#00:55:41-5# RH:  Sure! 

#00:55:42-9#  KW: Thank you. Oh, wow.  

#00:55:44-7# RH:  And it tells a little bit of the story, but…now is that one of the boats you built 
Dad, or, like it? 

#00:55:49-9# CH:  It could be, just like it, had to build a lot of ‘em.  

#00:55:54-3# RH:  But see, they put them, they took them down there in twelve inch wide strips, 
and then they had to put them together, and what he’s talking about is how they sealed them, to 
keep them from leaking.  

#00:56:02-7# CH:  And they lived a rough life during high water. They just got banged around 
down there.  

#00:56:07-8# AT:  Oh yeah. 

#00:56:08-8# RH:  The river would fill up, and then they’d [slaps his hands] bang against the top 
of the…sometimes I guess they even got submerged, didn’t they, Dad? 

#00:56:15-7# CH:  Why, they were submerged. Water get so high.  

#00:56:19-8#  RH:  When the river, when the rivers got up. 

#00:56:25-4# CH:  That used to be a job that I’d do on big days, like Labor Day and Fourth of 
July? I’d go down there, they had two all day trips, one at ten in the morning and one at three in 
the afternoon. Well, my boss would start out the 8:00 ones on special days like the Fourth of July 
and Labor Day? And I’d go through there and get a 8:00 trip, get out in time to make a 3:00 trip.  
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#00:57:06-4# AT:  Oh my goodness. 

#00:57:07-8# CH:  Yeah. (laughing) At that happened quite often on, on those particular days. 
And one day I got, up at New Entrance, I had to stay down on Crystal Lake all day. And boat 
ride people.  

#00:57:23-7# AT:  That was a popular tour.  

#00:57:25-7# CH:  That’s what? 

#00:57:27-4# AT:  That was a popular tour? Everyone wanted to take that tour? 

#00:57:29-6# CH:  Yeah. 

#00:57:30-5# AT:  Did you have a favorite tour, that you liked to give the best? Was that your 
favorite tour to give? 

#00:57:37-3# CH:  I guess Frozen Niagara would be my favorite. Most people like that, its more 
what they have in mind about stalactites and stuff. [Ronald and Kay go into the kitchen to 
photograph Coy’s photo. You can hear the sound of their conversation in the background.] 

#00:57:58-7# CH:  I just wish I could be more coherent.  

#00:58:01-4# AT:  No, you’re fine! I think you’re perfect, you’re perfect. Um, so here’s 
some…he was showing us these photos of your childhood home. 

#00:58:13-5# CH:  Oh, where’d you, yeah, you, there’s my home!  

#00:58:16-4# AT:  Yeah, your son brought those out for us.  

#00:58:21-2# CH:  That’s me and Boots. Oh boy, and this was the house I was talking about.  

#00:58:36-1# AT:  Um hum. That’s what he said.  

#00:58:44-1# CH:  Something else? 

#00:58:43-3# AT:  I don’t know, let me see what this book is titled. The Hanson Family, its from 
1830 to 2001.  

#00:58:51-7# CH:  Oh yeah, I forgot that I had that. Got a lot of memories.  

#00:59:03-7# AT:  Oh yeah! I’m sure you’re an encyclopedia. Do you have any photos of you in 
here at the cave? 
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#00:59:17-1# RH:  [Coming back into the room] She took a picture of this Dad, Kay took a 
picture of this. 

#00:59:18-9# CH:  Well, good! (laughing) Did it turn out pretty good?  

#00:59:22-6# KW: I think so, I’m going, I can show it to you. Yeah, I’m going to have to 
straighten it up but I think it came out pretty good. We should, before we leave, too, if its OK 
with you, maybe we could take a picture of you as well. (laughing)  

#00:59:36-5# CH: (laughing) Oh, that picture, it looks like I’m mowing, or rowing I mean? But 
what I’m actually doing is, I got it underneath, on a ledge, holding that boat still for a time 
exposure. 

#00:59:51-2# AT:  Ohhh.  

#00:59:55-9# KW: That’s pretty cool.  

#00:59:56-6# RH:  They was, that was their best selling postcard for a long time, at Mammoth 
Cave. 

#01:00:01-8# AT:  I would believe that.  

#01:00:02-9# CH:  Oh, and I’ve got one, jigsaw puzzle of it too, don’t I?  

#01:00:10-9# RH:  Yeah. Well I, we’ve got that. They made a puzzle out of that picture, so my 
children, his grandchildren, got to put a puzzle together of their pawpaw.  

#01:00:19-9# AT:  That’s sweet. That’s so sweet.  

#01:00:21-9# RH:  Yep. So we’ve got that, at our house.  

#01:00:28-5# CH:  And just recently, my grandson, I gave him a picture of, it was Mr. Braden 
(sp), instrumental in working at the Entrance to Mammoth Cave soon after? And he had given 
me a little, apron, acorn-shaped thing and made a pencil holder out of it. And I gave that to my 
grandson, great-grandson, the other day.  From Mr. Braden. Mr. Braden was there working for 
Mr. Carlson for Mr. Morrison. The first building around that new entrance, was done around the 
trees. Used the trees as… 

#01:01:22-8# RH:  They included the trees in the building.  

#01:01:24-4# CH:  You had trees down in your room. (laughing) But it was, it was good, I’ll 
never forget that.  

#01:01:37-5# RH:  But the, I think, a lot of, it took me a long time to realize that New Entrance 
was, at the same, it was an entity just like Mammoth Cave was. And just like Crystal Cave, and 
Great Onyx and Mammoth Onyx. They were all separate entities. And the, the cave wars 
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involved people trying to get, trying to get you to come to one of those caves. And, I think its 
interesting that, I think, Daddy, weren’t all the guides who started with Mammoth Cave, when it 
became a National Park, weren’t they all New Entrance guides? 

#01:02:23-6# CH:  No. Some of them were not.  

#01:02:27-2# RH:  Most of them were, but some were not, is that right?  

#01:02:29-4# CH:  Yeah. 

#01:02:30-6# RH:  OK. And that, that group of guides, they were just like a, a family unto 
themselves. And if you were, if I was, Coy Hanson’s son, Carl Hanson’s grandson, and Ray 
France, and Willie France, you know, that was, part of their family too and the Furlongs. And the 
Hunts. And uh, if you were part of the guide family then it was, I think that was important, that 
uh, they felt like a family. 

#01:03:09-2# AT:  Um hum 

#01:03:09-3# RH:  Felt almost like a family entity. Or unit. The Cutliffs. Have you all talked 
to…? 

#01:03:21-6# KW: Tomorrow we’re going to talk with Lewis Cutliff.  

#01:03:24-4# RH:  To Lewis? You have talked to Lewis? 

#01:03:27-1# KW: Tomorrow.  

#01:03:27-4# RH:  Tomorrow you talk to Lewis. OK.  

#01:03:29-9# CH:  Another incident I’d like to tell you about, way back, is when Mr. Morrison 
was still there? He sponsored a group to come down to what they call, the Turnhole thing huh? 
What was the name of that, place across there, going to Page, going to… 

#01:03:59-7# RH:  Going where now? 

#01:04:03-5# CH:  Going over to (incomprehensible), where we used to go to eat. Out of 
Mammoth Cave. 

#01:04:12-0# RH:  Pig? 

#01:04:11-1# CH:  Pig, yeah. You know I told you about that story about Mr. Morrison sending 
that group down there with the, that old Model T? 

#01:04:22-9# RH:  I don’t remember that story? 
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#01:04:26-0# CH:  Oh wait. I’m negligent. But anyway, while he was still there at New 
Entrance, he sent a group of those people like Ray France and Fred Furlong? 

#01:04:39-6# RH:  Um hum. 

#01:04:39-6# CH:  Down to, the name of that place where you turn off to go to … 

#01:04:46-9# RH:  To Pig? 

#01:04:49-4# CH:  Yeah. The name of that… 

#01:04:51-7# RH:  Joppa? Where we turn? 

#01:04:54-5# CH:  There’s another cave down there that you cross over.  

#01:04:57-7# RH:  I remember you telling me about that. Yes. I do remember you telling me 
about that. And they made a, canoe or a boat out of a barrel, didn’t they? 

#01:05:07-0# CH:  They had two barrels, and it, nailed them together about 16 feet apart. And, 
had some timbers and nailed them together and then across that, they made a place for them to 
sit. And they were going up, I wish I could tell you the name. 

#01:05:29-5# RH:  I wish, I can’t think of the name of that cave, either.  

#01:05:34-2# CH:  But anyway, they were gone two or three hours. About five or six of ‘em, on 
that boat they’d rigged up. 

#01:05:46-0# RH:  And was it underground? 

#01:05:46-2# CH:  Oh, yeah. 

#01:05:47-2# RH:  It was in the cave. 

#01:05:48-5# CH:  All they had was just an entrance, and water, water was flowing all the way 
through. And that water was going on out to what they called the Turnhole. On Green River. And 
they was, trying to explore it but it just, they didn’t, it (incomprehensible) so they couldn’t go 
very far. 

#01:06:10-9# RH:  They started getting concerned about whether they were even going to get out 
of there alive, or not, didn’t they? 

#01:06:15-8# CH:  Thought, might be some trouble with it.  

#01:06:20-9# RH:  Yeah.  

#01:06:23-4# CH:  But anyway… 
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#01:06:23-8# RH:  I don’t remember the name of that little cave. He asked me about that.  

#01:06:26-7# CH:  Mr. Morrison sponsored that trip.  

#01:06:30-3# RH:  Yep. 

#01:06:37-3# CH:  And you know I was there. My older brother and cousin was there. And there 
was a fellow outside, I mean up above, that, got his water from a little spring on that ledge? And 
my brother and cousin threw rocks at the, bucket the fellow was sending down to get his water 
(laughing). But they were lucky.  

#01:07:02-2# RH:  I don’t believe I’d have told that one. (laughing)  

#01:07:05-7# CH:  I don’t, I shouldn’t have I guess.  

#01:07:06-8# RH:  I’m just kidding, I’m just kidding. I’m just kidding.  

#01:07:10-0# CH:  But anyway… 

#01:07:11-6# [telephone rings and recording stops] 

TRANSCRIPTION 

PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AJT_ TR_01 
INTERVIEWEE: Coy Hanson (CH) and Ronald Hanson (RH) 
INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST: Amanda Tinch (AT) 
DATE: June 28, 2016 
LOCATION: 124 S. Toohey Road, Cave City Kentucky.  
OTHERS PRESENT: Kay Westhues (KW) (WKU Folk Studies) 
AUDIO RECORDER: Zoom H4N Digital Recorder  
RECORDING FORMAT: WAV (uncompressed) 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 4 
KEYWORDS:  
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 3 photographs 
MACA_20160628_HANSO01_AKW_PH_01-03.jpg; 4 recorded interviews 
MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AU_01-04.wav;  MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AJT_FN_01; 
MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AJT_AT_01; MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AJT_SC_01; 
MACA_20160628_Hanso01_AJT_PL_01  

CONTEXT: Coy Hanson and his family have a long history with Mammoth Cave National Park. 
His father and brother are credited with discovering the “New Discovery” at Mammoth Cave. 
Coy was 95 years old at the time of this interview, and while he is mostly lucid, in the afternoons 
he tended to get exhausted. This is reflected in some moments during the interview. His son 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 720 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ronald Hanson also participated and at times joined in to help his father remember specific 
details of the stories he related to us.  

TRANSCRIBING CONVENTIONS: 
Use of square brackets [ ] indicates a note from the transcriber.  
Use of parentheses ( ) indicates a conversational aside. 
Use of em dash — indicates an interruption of thought or conversation.  
Use of ellipses … indicates a discontinued thought. 
Use of italics indicates emphasis. 
Use (laughing) for laughter  
Use (incomprehensible) for incomprehensible speech  
Use of underline indicates movie, magazine, newspaper, or book titles. 
Names of interviewee and interviewer are abbreviated by first and last initial letters. 
Time is recorded in time elapsed by the convention [#hours:minutes:seconds#]." 

COMMENTS: This is one interview broken into 4 recordings due to interruptions. There are four 
transcript files that correspond with each audio file. 

#00:00:00-0# RH:  Mary Alice and H.C., they all finished college. And Daddy would have, if he 
hadn’t, been called to war then became a daddy.  

#00:00:16-2# CH:  I had 41 missions, over at Germany in WW2.  

#00:00:19-3# RH:  And I was eight months old before he ever saw me, so. So, we’re trying to 
catch up, for lost time. 

#00:00:26-8# AT: (laughing)  

#00:00:28-4# CH:  I raised him, now he’s raising me. (laughing)  

#00:00:31-5# RH:  Well, I don’t think I’m doing a very good job! (laughing)  

#00:00:40-4# KW: We’ve heard so much about you and so I’m glad to finally get to meet you. 
Heard all good things. 

#00:00:46-3# [End of recording] 
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TRANSCRIPTION 

PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 

PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20161023_Klaus_JCR_IN_01 

INTERVIEWEE: Ed Klausner (EK)   

INTERVIEWER AND RECORDIST: Jordan Rice (JR) 

INTERVIEW DATE: October 23, 2016 

LOCATION: N/A 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

AUDIO RECORDER: N/A 

MICROPHONE: N/A 

RECORDING FORMAT: N/A 

NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 0 

KEYWORDS: 

CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 2 photographs (MACA_20161025_Klaus_JCR_PH_01; 

MACA_20161025_Klaus_JCR_PH_02); 4 Documents (MACA_20161023_JCR_FN_01; 

MACA_20161023_Klaus_JCR_SC_01; MACA_20161126_Klaus_JCR_AT_01; 

MACA_20161126_Klaus_JCR_PL) 

NOTES: 

Jordan Rice (JR) Ed Klausner  (EK) 

INTERVIEW:  

JR: Tell me a little bit about your background, where are you from? Are you from the Mammoth 
Cave area? If not, what brought you to the area? 

EK: I got interested in caving 18 years ago by taking a wild cave tour in Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park.  During the tour, the ranger leading us talked about the National Speleological 
Society and local grottos.  I was hooked and joined the Iowa Grotto and learned how to cave 
safely and how to survey.  I also learned about the Cave Research Foundation and joined soon 
after.  After a few CRF trips to Mammoth Cave, the Chief Cartographer found out I had been 
drafting some maps of Iowa Caves and gave me a cave in Mammoth Cave National Park to map.  
Although Mammoth Cave is a 10-hour drive from my home, trips became more frequent and my 
wife also joined the CRF as did my daughter.  I have a background in computer science and 
math, so it wasn’t too long until I was given the Mammoth Ridge survey data set to manage 
(along with several map sheets of Mammoth Cave itself.    

JR: How long have you been involved with the Cave Research Foundation? 

EK: I have been involved with the CRF since 2000 and have participated in CRF trips to 
Mammoth, the Ozarks, Carlsbad Caverns National Park and Lava Beds National Monument. 

JR: What is your role within the Cave Research Foundation? 

EK: I have been a Director of CRF and I’m currently the president.  I also survey, sketch, draft 
maps and manage survey data. 

JR: What type of work does the CRF do normally? 
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EK: The CRF fosters researchers, maps caves, monitors caves (biological inventory and reports 
on visitation, vandalism, etc.), gates caves, does historical, hydrological, geological, biological, 
anthropological, and other research, plus assists various government agencies and helps train 
interns and others. 

JR: Are there any types of work or community involvement, done by the CRF, which you think 
is beneficial to the Mammoth Cave community? 

EK: Yes, see my answer for the question above.  All of this has been done in Mammoth Cave 
National Park. 

JR: Are you or have you ever been involved with any other outside organization in the area? If so 
what organization? What was your involvement? 

EK: No.  I’m from Iowa and only visit Kentucky for CRF activities. 

JR: Is there any part of working in the Mammoth Cave area you think could be changed or 
altered to benefit the community in a better way? 

EK: No.  I think we have a good relationship with the park and both the CRF and the park have 
been flexible when new situations arise. 

JR: Do you see your work or potential projects helping those in the area? Are there any projects 
in the Mammoth Cave community, which, you are particularly enthusiastic to be a part of? 

EK: Yes.  I think the work we do benefits the park, the local community, and researchers doing 
projects in the park.  It’s hard for me to say which specific project I’m most enthusiastic about as 
I think all are important. 

JR: Tell me about some of your favorite memories involving the park. This may involve 
coworkers, family, or specific trips taken to the park and corresponding caves. 

EK: I remember taking Floyd Collins’ great niece and some of her family into Crystal Cave on 
an occasion where the family gathered at the Collins house in the park.  The Superintendent was 
also there and CRF gave a presentation on how we surveyed. 

Many of my trips into the cave are memorable because pieces of the puzzle come together.  I’m 
really happy when I can figure out old, incomplete sketches and survey the missing pieces so it 
makes sense.  I recently did this in Albert’s Domes. 

Finding new passage is always exciting and I’ve been on several trips where new passage was 
surveyed.  I’ve also been on many trips where leads were checked and none of them were big 
enough to get into or the lead only went a few feet before ending.  Such is the nature of 
surveying. 
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JR: Are there any steps of programs you think the National Park Service could or should utilize 
within your field of any field you take part in to benefit those at the CRF or outside 
organizations? 

EK: Training the next generation is very important.  Programs that the park has for interns is 
critical for this, as well as working with universities to bring students in for training.  Bringing in 
K-12 school groups is also quite important as they will become the stewards of our natural and 
cultural resources. 

JR: Are there any other community members or associates in the Mammoth Cave community 
you think we should talk to? 

EK: I’m not aware of any. 

End of Interview. 
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PROJECT TITLE: Ethnographic Overview and Assessment of Mammoth Cave National Park 
PROJECT NUMBER: MACA_20160622_Kleie01_BRB_TR_01 
FIELDWORKER: Bethany Bryant 
INTERVIEWERS: Bethany Bryant and Kay Westhues 
INTERVIEWEE(S): Tommy Houchin, Charlotte Kleier, and Billie McDougal 
INTERVIEW DATE:  June 22, 2016 
LOCATION: Edmonson County Library, Brownsville, KY 
OTHERS PRESENT: Kay Westhues (WKU graduate assistant) 
AUDIO RECORDER: Unknown 
MICROPHONE: Unknown 
RECORDING FORMAT: WAV (uncompressed) 
NUMBER OF RECORDED TRACKS IN SESSION: 2 
KEYWORDS: Mammoth Cave National Park, history 
CORRESPONDING MATERIALS: 2 audio files (MACA_06222016_Kleie01_BRB_AU_01-
02.wav) 
CONTEXT: Unknown 
TECHNICAL CONSIDERTATIONS: Unknown 
COMMENTS: I’m unaware of any additional corresponding materials. 

Bethany Bryant: This is Bethany Bryant, and I’m here at the Edmonson County Library on June 22, 2016, and 

we’ll start with you. 

Tommy Houchin: My name is Tommy Houchin. 

Charlotte Kleier:  My name is Charlotte Kleier. I’m with the historical group and so is Tommy. 

Billie McDougal: And I’m Billie McDougall, and I’m also with the historical society. I live here in Brownsville. 

BB: Can you tell me a little bit about your relationship to Mammoth Cave National Park? 

TH: Well, I can. My great-great-great-great-grandfather is the one that chased the bear into the cave. There used to 

be a historical marker at the entrance that told about this. And it has…I don’t know how it’s going to go over, but it 

has since been removed. And, I can’t understand why. 

CK: But, it still exists. 

TH: It seems like they’re trying to say it’s a myth—a myth more than factual, but they had to have it be a fact to be 

an historical marker in the first place. It had to be proven. And, it was. And, Mills Logan was a US Senator, and he 

even did a proclamation establishing that. But, anyway, it’s not there any longer. But, uh… 

CK: But it still exists, yeah. 
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TH: My family has…all four sides of my great-grandparents had farms in the park. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: And, they all moved off, and that’s my main connection with Mammoth Cave. 

BB: OK. Uh…what is the most important thing about the park to your family? 

TH: Well it’s just…it’s our heritage. That’s where…my family came here in the 1700s, and we’ve been here ever 

since. A lot of them had farms—river bottom farms down on green river. It’s just home. It’s where my whole family 

has started from since they moved from Virginia. 

BB: OK. Miss Clair, what is your relationship with Mammoth Cave? 

CK:  Well, my grandparents, such as his, my grandparents had a river bottom farm at Mammoth Cave. And then 

when they go back, all the way back to…way, way back in the 1700s, two of them had farms right where the visitor 

center is, right next to it. So, they sat next to each other. Between that and the green river. So, my people were all 

from there too. So, if you want to go back to find anything and go back and look, you have to have some knowledge. 

And just like now, it’s almost impossible to get back to my grandparents farm, but it was on the edge, on the western 

side, which was easier to get to. And I’ve been to it, but it’s still hard to. So, that’s my relation with it. As he said, 

it’s the heritage. And then your churches and all of those came from that and had to be moved out. So, uh, when you 

study that, it goes back to your heritage. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. So what is your connection now to the park? 

CK: Uh, I guess more of the historical part of it. I don’t have any connection with them other than that. But, I still 

like to go back. And, I go back like when Good Springs has their yearly thing, I love to go back to that because, uh, 

it takes you back. You have to like history, and it takes you back to the thirties because the windows are up. You 

know, it’s always the early…well, the late part of May. So there’s no need for air conditioning. And it’s just…you 

think, this is wonderful, you know. And, then you look at the benches, and they’d been cut into and the initials have 

been put in that. And, they still bring the old song books from the thirties. And, it’s just going back in time, and 

there’s just a lot of things like that, that take you back. 

BB: Are you…um…still connected with the church that originated in Mammoth Cave National Park? 

CK:  Not really. Uh, Tommy may have some people that were, I don’t know. But I…mine were…was a much 

smaller church. And then one of the…like, one of the cemeteries did not have a church with it, now. So that goes 

back to your cemeteries. You had a lot of family cemeteries. And uh, so that’s…that’s more the thing I’ve wanted to 

go back...but I just go back because some of the…the main leaders of the county and important people, the 

Demonbruns, the Sanders, all of those, were buried around Good Spring. And that church…once a year, they’re 

allowed to go back. And, so that…so that’s a pro and a con depending on who you talk to. Because when the 

churches had to move out and they had to leave, that definitely made…that’s the reason that there were a lot of the 

things…if we get into the discussion why they had fire towers and all…is because sometimes the fires just happened 

to start because they wanted them to go ahead and get rid of their crops and this type thing, and they didn’t want to.  

[5:06] MACA_06222016_Kleie01_BRB_AU_01 

BB: What is your relationship to Mammoth Cave National Park?  

BM: Well, both sides of my parents’ families, uh, were there at one time. The Poteats were about halfway 

between Ollie and Temple Hill. That was where my grandparent Poteats lived. And of course, now they didn’t 

stay…uh…they didn’t stay there as long. My grandparents both died by 18…by 1913. So that my father was a 

thirteen-year-old boy when the rest of the children were moved out. And, my relatives—you know, they were 
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young—so the relatives over here had to take them in and finish raising them. But, that’s where they were from. 

Temple Hill cemetery is where a lot of my family—the Poteats—are buried. And then on the Lindsey side, that was 

my mother’s side, and they were…they started a ferry at the mouth of Nolin where it empties into green river in 

1829. I have the paper work on that. So, they first settled over there. They came here from North Carolina about, 

uh…1815 or 1816, and they settled on down what we call Indian Creek, but then they moved on up and…and 

started a ferry at the mouth of Nolin. And so they both…I have ties from both sides of my family. 

BB: Oh, wow. 

BM: In over there. 

BB: That goes pretty far back. 

BM: Yes, it does. [laughing] 

BB: And now, present day what is your relationship to the park? Or how do you…what is your connection with it? 

BM: Well, I still like to go back to Temple Hill anytime that I have a chance. Uh, just to visit the cemeteries, my 

mama used to call me and my best friend the cemetery ladies...the graveyard ladies, she’d call us [laughing] because 

we did enjoy visiting, and I still do. I like to go back to Temple Hill. 

BB: So, the park service gives you lots of access to visiting those places? 

BM: Well, that’s just ended this last year. 

BB: Really? 

BM: You used to turn. Let me get my bearing from here. 

TH: On that street, down by mini mart. 

BM: And go back and cross Houchin Ferry…on the Houchin Ferry. Well, they paid to stop that [laughing], or 

somebody has. I’ll put it that way. And, now then I have to go all the way what about nine miles probably, make a 

right hand turn and go back… 

TH: About twelve miles up that way, and then back about eight miles back to the river to get across. 

Kay Westhues: I’ve been on that road. I’ve been on that road. 

TH: That’s the Mammoth Cave ferry. 

CK: Or you have to come in from Munfordville. So that’s… 

TH: You know, if they had a natural disaster, I don’t know what people will do. You know where you have to 

evacuate an area quick. That would… 

BM: Until this bridge was built here in 1949, people over in that area had…even the children went to Cub Run 

to high school. That’s in another county. 

CK: The county paid for them to go to school there. 
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BM:  Well, grade school, all of it, grade school, all of the schooling they had to go to Cub Run, and the people 

did their business in Cub Run. They, uh…their banking, their grocery shopping— everything, because the only other 

way was to cross the Houchin Ferry, and if the river happened to be up or down or something, they couldn’t get 

through there. People couldn’t get out there to go to work in Bowling Green or anything, they had to go through Cub 

Run. So, it puts a hardship on this county in ways. 

KW: So the school…I'm not sure if I’m clear, because I know where Cub Run is. But would that mean the 

school children took the ferry to school, or that would avoid taking the ferry? 

CK: No, they were on that side. 

TH: No, they would avoid…they had to do that. 

BM: They were all on that side. 

TH: That kept them from having to cross the ferry. 

KW: OK. 

BM: All on that side. All on that side had to go Cub Run to school. 

KW: OK, I got you. 

CK: You’d already crossed the river when you got there. 

KW: OK. 

CK: It’s a little community called Lincoln, and everyone in the Lincoln area had to go to Cub Run. 

KW: OK. 

BM: If you crossed the dam, the way I was talking about now to turn back 238 and cross the Nolin Dam down 

here… 

TH: 728 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: 728 
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BM:  Oh, yes, it is 728. And, cross the damn, and go on back in there, you can get to Ollie that way. And, then if 

you want to go back toward the cave, I guess… 

TH: Yeah. 

BM: Then you have to… 

TH: Go the Mammoth Cave ferry. 
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BM: Yeah. And so I will say this, of course, I wasn’t allowed then. [laughing] But, when the cave came in here 

and started taking over the land, there was a lot of unrest. A lot of people were not happy with it. They were being 

forced out of their homes and away from their farms, and the way they made their living and all, and there was a lot 

of resentment for several years. Now that doesn’t come over to me. I wasn’t born at that time. But, there was a lot of 

resentment at that time. 

TH: A lot. 

BM: Yup, there really was. 

TH: Well they were…I don’t know if y’all…I’m sure ya’ll have seen that documentary on “Mammoth Cave: A 

Place Called Home.” 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH:  About…there was a lot of bad information given to the land owners. You know, you can stay and keep 

your crops for a few years and all that stuff. They’d catch them going to town, and then burn them down. And, you 

know… 

BM: Catch them going to… 

TH: …that causes hard feelings. 

BM:  The one old gentleman that refused to leave his home…they talked with his daughter, and she invited him 

up to her house for a few days, and he had refused to leave. He was alone, and when he came back home, his house 

had been pushed over and bulldozed away with everything in it. I mean, he didn’t even get a dish out of it. 

TH: Yeah. 

BM: To my understanding…so, you know, things like that did cause bitterness. 

CK:  Well, that’s just like my grandmother. At the time that they purchased the land, she was a widow. And, the 

older boys and younger ones and all, they would always come back and farm it, and like he commented, the thing 

was to have river bottom land. That way that was good land because… 

TH: That was a big plus back then. 

CK:  Big thing. Because when the river overflowed, that made the rich soil, you know, and all of it. So anyway, 

my dad and my uncle would go from where we lived, which was a long distance up there, with a team and wagon, 

and they would plant the crops. So, after about the second year, they had to stop doing it because you couldn’t kill 

anything. You couldn’t even kill a raccoon or anything. So, they would eat up the corn crops. So, there was really no 

need to doing it. So, after she was allowed to live there ten years. And so, after that, they just had to move her out 

because they were going to tear the house down and all that. And, then when you were asking me about…I forgot 

until Billie Anne said what she did. Temple Hill probably was the main church because they crossed the river, and 

then the entertainment was for the young ones to go to church because that was where they met the prospective girls 

and boys and all this. And, they would…they had a little ferry that back a few years back when [incoherent] was 

going up and down the river he saw the big pilings of where they had that on the Webb part, and they would go over 

there to Temple Hill, and that’s where all of my main ancestors are buried, and that’s still easy to get to if you could. 

Once you get there there’s no problem, you know, with going into the church, and the church stood for quite a while. 

Didn’t it? And, then it burned, but my main relatives are buried there, as far as going back with your genealogy. 

TH: Coming down from that, I look for all my family’s tombstones. Well, I’d found all of them but one, and he was 

the son of the one who discovered the cave. And, I tromp that park around Temple Hill. Ticks and all that stuff 
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[laughing] for probably two years. And, I come down to see my great aunt. She lived down here where Camp Joy is. 

And she said, “What are you doing down here?” And I said, “I'm looking for Jess Houchins’ grave.” And she said, 

“Well, why didn’t you ask me?” Just out of the blue. And I said, “What do you mean?” And she said, “You mean 

Jess up at Temple Hill?” And I said, “Yes.” And she said, “Well, if you’ll go around the last sharp curve up from the 

river, about the second cut through, if you’ll look over at your left about twenty feet off the road, just imagine how 

high you would be if you were riding on a horse because I rode up that way to school on a horse, and it’s at eye level 

straight across, right there beside the road.”  

[laughing] 

TH:  I thought, I did all that tromping, and she knew it the whole…yeah. And, they donated the land to make 

that road down to the ferry. 

KW: Oh your family did? 

TH: My family, yes. 

KW: Oh, the Houchin ferry road? 

TH:  Yes, the Houchin family. That’s according to Charlie Will. I don’t have anything to back that up, but 

Charlie knew all this stuff. 
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CK: Yeah, he knew that. 

BM: Yes, he did. 

CK: Bless his heart. If it hadn’t been for him, probably wouldn’t have a lot of the history. 

BM: That’s right. 

BB: So, did your family work for the park service then or help with that? 

TH:  No, we were just kind of the victims, I guess. [laughing] When they found the cave, I guess they thought, 

“Well, this ground here is no good. It’s got a hole in it, you know.” I don’t know. It wasn’t their ground that he 

owned, you know, that had the cave on it. That was all established through the Grogans and all the other families. 

We were actually on the other side of the river. 

BB: Oh, OK. 

TH: From where Mammoth Cave is, over… 

CK: Yeah, on our side, the western side. 

TH:  But, uh, I do know that they did donate the land for the cave for the road to Bowling Green out up to the 

river. 

BB: They just donated it? 

TH: Yes. 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 730 

BB:  So, can you tell me a little bit about what the historical society is about and what’s your all’s prerogative? 

TH: We’re trying to preserve as much history as we can. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH:  I mean, there’s some people that’s come through this county that have really made a mark in the world, and 

we want to preserve some of that and places. You know, we’ve had presidents out here at Chalybeate Springs where 

we had that historical marker. And, if you don’t do some of that stuff, you know, every generation you lose so much 

history. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: And we’re just trying to preserve as much as we can. 

CK:  Well, like he was saying, we’ve always…we’ve tried off and on, and we just didn’t have a large enough 

organization and money and people, I guess. Because it takes money to have something like that. And, so we've lost 

a lot but we’ve had…like over at Glasgow, Miss Nunn, Louis Nunn’s wife, worked on all those things, and she was 

close friends with some of the friends here, and they have a log cabin. They have… 

TH: That come from here. 

CK: All kinds of artifacts that was from here, and it’s all over there. 

KW: Where at in Glasgow? 

TH: The cultural center. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

KW: Oh, OK. 

TH: Southern Kentucky Cultural Center. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: If you’re at the square, it’s on one of the corners, and it’s a great big two- or three-story building. 

CK: And it has a lot from the Demunbruns. 

TH: Yeah. 

CK:  Skaggs, Demunbruns. Because the Skaggs…a lot of the Skaggs were the lone hunter group, and so that’s… 

KW: How do you spell Skaggs? 

TH: S-K-A-G-G-S. 

KW: And the second name was? 

TH: Demunbruns. 
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KW: How do you spell that? 

[laughing] 

TH: That one can be a challenge. [laughing] 

CK: That one…if you hear it in Nashville, it’s spelled differently in Nashville. 

TH: Yeah. 

CK: D-E-M-U-N-B-R-U-N. 

KW: D-E-N? 

TH: Nashville’s “O-N,” ain’t it? 

CK: Nashville’s “O-N,” I think. 

[incoherent] 

BM: D-E..Mun..M-U-N. 

TH: Demun. 

CK: Demunbrun. 

BM: Is it with an “N”? 

CK: Demunbrun. 

KW: B-R-U-N at the end? 

TH: N. 

CK: B-R-U-N, we think. 

KW: Thank you. Isn’t there a Demunbrun store that was around on the other side? 

TH: Yeah, up the forks. 

KW: OK. 

CK: Good Springs has a lot of the Demunbruns. 

KW: OK. 

TH: Our county attorney used to be Truman Demunbrun. He lived out here where my brother lives in his house now. 

CK:  And when he mentioned Charlie Wittle…He married a Skaggs, and the Skaggs were next door 

to…they…you know, that sister married the Demonbrun, and so it’s all intertwined. So…and they were all into the 

historical part. So, you know, like the marker at the Barren River Bridge is about the long hunters and all, and 
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Daniel Boone was connected with them. So there’s a lot of…like the reason Lincoln was named that is because 

supposedly…And you probably know about the…Abraham Lincoln’s family’s… 

TH: I’ve heard the story, but you better tell it. 

CK: Now, I can’t tell it right. 

TH: Not enough to be factual with it. 

CK: I wouldn’t, but anyway, there’s a lot of things about the fact that they were in this area. 

TH: His dad.…when Brownsville was started, Lincoln’s dad bought two lots in Brownsville. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: But that was, I think, before Abraham. 

CK: Yeah. Yeah. 

TH: Pre-Abraham. [laughing] 

CK:  Yeah, but, they were known to have been all in this area, and they followed the rivers and that type of 

thing. So, there were a lot of them with the names like that. 

BM: If you think about it, and you all probably know this, but the roadways back when all this was settled were 

the rivers and the creeks and the streams. You know, that was the way people traveled. 

TH: I just… 

BM: And they settled on them, you know, because… 

TH: I just now got a deed yesterday. I’ve got a little piece of property up at Ollie… 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: …that borders…the National Park goes all the way around me on three sides. Well… 

CK: To hunt deer. [laughing] 

TH: …another piece of ground right beside me had got sold. Well, they get up there, and the guy calls me one day 

and says, “Your cabin is on my property.” 
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[gasps] 

TH: I said, “You’re out of your mind. What do you mean?” 

[laughing] 
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TH: And, we went and pulled the deed, and he's got a rectangular piece of property down here on this corner by me. 

There’s a thirty-foot strip that runs all the way through my property, and it’s the creek. But, what it was, he kept it. It 

was the road. 

KW: Oh, how interesting. 

TH: And, he had my property cut in half. I couldn’t get…Up one side and the other side. 

CK: My world. 

TH: [inaudible] Without going around the park or cutting through his property. So we worked it out. 

BB: That’s good. 

CK: My world. 

TH: Oh, I was… 

[laughing] 

TH: We had that cabin there for twenty-five years, I guess. Just me and my boys go there to deer hunt and stay. 

CK:  But, that was like when we were talking the other day that when we had that dedication at that marker, Jeff 

took me down, and I didn’t realize how many old roads we really had. And, the main road…one reason the 

Chameleon Springs was as big as it was the main road started from Bowling Green, and it came on, like, through the 

Pine Grove region. 

TH: Yup. 

CK:  And, then it came to the back side down there, and there was that…where they crossed the creek or where 

they…the main thing where they crossed was where the road crossed, is where they built the mill. And then, they 

had a huge, huge flashflood-type thing, and you would not believe the size of those boulders. They were hand-hewn 

and out from a quarry that you could see, and how in the world they got them, I don’t know. And it washed out the 

main part where the water went through, but it left it on the sides. They’re humongous. And, that’s where the old 

road came across, and came on up and came past Chameleon Springs, Soulfull Road, and it’s hard to imagine that 

because…what? There’s probably been two… 

TH: [inaudible] 

CK: Major roads built since then. But, that’s how they traveled, and that’s the reason that when they started checking 

that Daniel Boone had been issued a citation for disorderly conduct down at the tavern, well, that was down near the 

Chameleon Springs because that was one of the main taverns that they traveled. And, it would always say they were 

going toward Hardin County and Elizabethtown, and that was the main way they went. 

BB: Can you tell me a little bit about the projects that you have worked on with the historical society? 

CK: Well… 

TH: Books. 

CK: Yeah. 
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TH: We’ve written some books. 

CK:  There’s two historical books that they’ve written before I came and they still…they really are good 

reference materials. And then, uh… 

TH: Historical markers. We’ve had… 

CK:  Yeah, we did that one at Chalybeate—Chalybeate Springs—that we just finished, and then there’s one 

missing at Crownsville. 

TH: Kyrock. 

CK: There’s one at Kyrock that had to do with the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

CK:  That’s been erected, and we put one back at Straw, which is at Lincoln, that had been knocked down. It was 

in the curve of the road and had been knocked down several times. So, we put it next to the Lincoln Fire 

Department. 

 

TH: Yeah.  

CK: So, we got that one restored. And… 

TH: I was thinking we had one at Dripping Springs Church at one time, but I can’t find it anywhere. 

CK: Well, we’ve got the Mills Logan one out at the… 

TH: Fairview. 

CK: Fairview Church that we moved that one. 

TH: It was a US Senator. 

BM: And he died in, what? 1939, I believe. 

TH: Yeah, in office. 

BM: So, he was a Senator in the 1930s. 

KW: What was the significance with Dripping Springs Church? 

TH: It was the oldest church in the county. 

KW: Oh, OK. 

TH: It’s out on 31W. 

CK:  If you go out on 31W, you’ve seen the big, brick house that Dr. Ford had, and he donated the land. They 

donated the land to the Dripping Springs Church. Well, what is so sad is that the membership—it’s still the original 
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church—the membership decided to update it so they took out the balcony, which where the slaves sat, which that’s 

a no-no now, politically incorrect, but that’s a part of history. So, the balcony was for the slaves. And, then when I 

worked up at Grayson County Detention Center, they allowed me, since we housed the inmates from Edmonson 

County, to bring them down to clean anything that was not sponsored. So, we found a slave cemetery, out right at 

the edge of Chalybeate Springs, and nobody really knew, and it’s almost…it’s an acre and a half at least, and a lot of 

the names were Fords and all because they worked for the people down on 31-W that had the prosperous, level land 

that they could live up in the hilly part, which was not as good, you know. So, anyway, their cemetery and most of 

those, it was called the Shobe—S-H-O-B-E—cemetery. And there was a Shobe church and a Shobe school, which 

was all for the blind, and those are things, you know, that most people that lived out there didn’t even have any idea 

that there was a cemetery there, it was so overgrown. 

KW: So, is there a marker there now? 

CK: No. I called some people down at the church, whatever the name of it is. It’s a state street church in Bowling 

Green, and she was going to come up, but she never did. And, so we just know where it is. 
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BB: What’s her name, the lady that you contacted? 

CK: I can’t think, but she worked at the Corvette plant, I believe. And, she was in the historical group. 

BB: OK. 

CK: Down in some type of historical group. 

BB:  Um, I’m trying to think, she wouldn’t…Maxine? I can’t remember her last name. Would that, does that 

name sound familiar? 

CK: It almost sounds familiar. 

BB: OK. 

CK:  Because she was going to come up and check it out, and I’d told her we’d meet her, and we cleaned it 

about…it took three days to initially clean it. It was that full of trees, and there were a lot of…well, we had one man 

who could witch graves, believe it or not. 

BB: Who could what? 

CK: Witch. 

TH: Witch them. 

CK: Witch graves. You know, you witch water? 

TH: You know, like they used to find water, with sticks? He could find a grave. 

CK: You’ve never heard that? 

BB: No, I’ve never heard of that. 

CK: He could witch it. I watched him. I watched him. I can tell you he did it. 
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BM: Well, I’ve watched them do wells.  

CK:  He witched six graves that there was no idea that there were graves. There was no markers or anything. 

And, when he got through, you could almost visually see those. 

KW: Is he still living? That man, is he still living? The one… 

CK: Uh huh. 

KW: He would be interesting to talk to. 

CK:  If you asked me right now, I can’t think, but he would love to, he…um, I believe, Logstill is his last name. 

He's from near Cub Run. Because I'm kin to him. That’s how we started in, you know. He said, “You sure like 

death, don’t you?” 

[laughing] 

CK:  I said, “No.” [laughing] He said, “Well, why do you go to these cemeteries all the time?” He said, “I can 

witch graves.” 

TH: Is this from Jess Steven’s bunch? 

CK: Well, he probably just is related, but, uh, somehow he had a Webb mom in there. And, uh… 

TH: Them Webbs everywhere. 

[laughing] 

TH: I even married one. 

CK:  I know, they went up Nolin. And, that’s how it was. So, one day, well, he said, “Somebody told me that 

you were a Webb.” And I said, “Yes.” And that’s how we started talking. So, anyway, to make a long story short, he 

said, “Well, I can witch graves.” And I said, “Well, I don’t believe it.” But anyway, he was one of the ones who 

came out here, and he said, “Watch me.” And, he actually took off a branch and cleaned it off, and you know, 

started from scratch. I wish I would’ve had a camera to photograph it. And so, we cleaned it a couple of times, and 

then they never did anything with it so I don’t know. Because there’s houses built up, you know, to kind of hide it 

now in subdivisions. 

BM: That was where [inaudible]. 

CK: Where is it, Tommy? 

TH: What’s that? 

CK:  It’s where Andrew and them’s house is when you come down to Ray Henderson’s house and go down that 

street. So it’s… 

BM: OK. 

CK:  Between, like, where Andrea and them are and that street where you turn to go down Ray Henderson’s. 

BM: A house pretty good out there. 
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TH: I’m not sure. 

CK:  Well, anyway, that’s where it is. And, the school and the church was in the curve. Not the first curve where 

Nora Bledsoe runs into, whatever that one is. It’s the next curve down. That’s where the school and the church were. 

TH: OK. 

BB: Have they been torn down since then? 

CK: Oh, yeah. 

BB: OK. 

CK: Most people don’t even know they ever existed. 

TH: No. 

BM:  I didn’t. And, she’s cleaned at least two more cemeteries, or the men have, when she worked up there. 

There’s one right outside of town here that I didn’t know was there until she told me about it. Then there’s one on 

the Mammoth Cave road. 

CK:  Yeah, that’s the Poplar Cemetery. You put up crosses for the Poplar cemetery. The one…when you pass 

coming in. They’re building, getting ready to build, a building. There’s like a circle, and there’s pipe sticking up out 

of the ground, right before you come in the ground on the right if you’re coming in, and where those trees are is the 

cemetery. And, most people didn’t know it was there. And, there’s a minister that was…lived at Rhoda. But, he 

owned that property, all the way back to the wells, and he owned that property all the way back to there. So, there’s 

several…there’s a superintendent, just a Madison’s…there’s several in there, and, uh, anyway, then the one that 

really broke my heart was as you’re going to my grandparents...it’s Poplar Springs road and… 

TH: [inaudible] 

CK: And you’re going to my parents…[chuckling]…um… 

TH: It’s right by our farm. 

CK:  Yeah, so this man from Ohio was supposed to be an Ohio State graduate—intelligent, and taught school 

and everything. He was crazy. Well, there was a cemetery up there, and in all the history books, it has the grassy 

knob, or grassy knoll. “Grassy knob” is what most people called it, and there were three Webb brothers that came. 

And, one that I go back to was called Merry Webb—M-E-R-R-Y—Merry. And, they called him Mel Webb. And, 

he's buried there. And, some of the Munfordville Battle…there’s even supposed to be a couple of them that were 

brought down, and they’d brought them up there and buried them just because they had to get them buried 

someplace. And anyway, when he bought that farm…his house is almost on the line, but he's not quite into 

Mammoth Cave. He decided to take all of the tombstones down and put them in stepping stones around his house. 

So, the neighbors got up… 
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BM: Piled up the [inaudible]. 

CK:  Yeah, signed a petition and everything. Well, he didn’t take them back. He took a few. And so, anyway, 

when the inmates went up to clean, there were two stones leaned up against a tree. 
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BM: Against a tree. 

CK:  So, you don’t have any idea where. And, the man that could witch the graves could witch, but you don’t 

know who is where. So, I don’t know where Mel’s grave was, but I know he's buried there. 

TH: Right down from that is the old Poplar Springs Cemetery. 

BM: Yeah, you tell them. 

TH: And, it’s back in the park. 

BM: In the park. 

TH: And, we went down there this spring—me and Doc Gray. And, a couple of trees had fell in on it. So, I took my 

chainsaw and cleaned those up, and I don’t know if you’re even supposed to do that or not. So, ya’ll may get me in 

trouble here, but I cleaned the cemetery out, and there’s stones down there. My great-great-grandmother’s stone is 

broken in about nine pieces, and just in stacks. Then, they took her husband’s and broke it in half. Then, my other 

great-great… 

CK: So, it was obviously vandalized. 

TH:  Yeah, my other great-great-grandfather—Vincent Bill—they…there’s a…somebody shot it with a high 

powered rifle. 

CK: Mmm. 

TH: And, it made about a cone-shape about that big around, that just goes down to a point where the bullet was, but 

it didn’t break it, didn’t go all the way through it. 

BB: Wow. 

TH: But just…and there’s eleven graves in there that they destroyed the stones on. 

BM: Shame. 

TH: And, I just can’t comprehend people doing that kind of stuff. 

BM: And, they all had…most all of them there had stones set. 

TH: Yeah. 

BM: And, they went back a long way. 

CK: And, it was kept up. 

BM: For years, yes. 

TH:  Well, I mean there was one gentleman down there that even on the bottom, that part still left where he’d got 

caught down there in a big thunderstorm, and they were digging for something, and he got in under this bluff, went 

to throw his pick up over his shoulder, hit a rock… 
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[gasps] 

TH:  …that come lose and crushed him and killed him right there on the spot. And, all that was on that stone. 

BM: Tombstone. 

CK: Mmm. 

KW: Oh, wow. 

TH: And, the flu that come through… 

CK: It was 1917. 

TH: There was a bunch of them. 

BM: 18. 

TH: That cleared out. 

BM: 17, 18. 

TH: Grandma Vincent was about the only one of her family to survive. She’s got five sisters buried there. 

KW: That was horrible. 

[inaudible] 

BM: Look, I’m catching my leg, y’all… 

KW: Uh oh. Uh oh. 

TH: Need some help? 

BM: Oh my goodness. 

[End of MACA_06222016_Kleie01_BRB_AU_01 32:33] 

[Start of MACA_06222016_Kleie01_BRB_AU_02 0:00] 

BB: Here we are back. 

TH:  What I was saying is Interstate 65…it comes from Louisville going on to Nashville. When it gets over here 

around Mammoth Cave, it makes a big bend. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH:  If you look on the map, it goes out. Well, they took all of the land out of the…well 90 percent of the land 

out of Edmonson County. 

BM: Mmm-hmm. 
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TH:  But, the exits off the interstate are in Barren County. And, they wound up…you know, we give the land. 

They get the financial benefit, and that’s been a sore spot for a lot. 

BM: Yes, it has. 

TH: Lot of years. 

BM:  Lot of years. There’s one little, tiny corner just about…what is it? A mile that’s in Edmonson County over 

there? 

TH: Of the interstate, yeah. 

BM: Mmm-hmm. Of the interstate. 

TH: Where the, uh… 

KW: Towards Bowling Green? That… 

BM: Back up toward Glasgow. 

TH: It’s where the road goes up toward Glasgow and Somerset. 

KW: Oh, OK. 

TH: Right there, at that corner. 

BM: OK. 

BB: So, does that really damage tourism and visitation? 

TH: Well, it just killed it over…I mean, we don’t have it because of that. 

KW: And, also the tax base is gone then also, right? Because… 

CK: That’s right. 

BM: Mmm-hmm. The tax. That was a sore spot from the beginning of it was the tax base was gone. 

TH: And, they did that. 

BM: All of their land was gone. 

TH:  You know, where they appropriated some for a few years when there was big withholdings of federal 

government land, they would pay the county so much in kind of a substitute tax, but that’s all rub. But, they don’t do 

that anymore either. 

KW: When did that end? 

TH: That ended several years ago, probably twenty, twenty-five years ago. 

BB: Is there any plans to, um, build back tourism or anything that you all know of? 
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TH:  We have a tourist commission in the county here. It’s just…you know, we’re limited on where we can do 

anything because the main thoroughfares are over in Barren County. All roads come in from either Louisville or 

Nashville. Now this new Interstate 66…uh, I don’t know if y’all have heard about that or not. It’s supposed to be 

coming through but it’s going to tie in with that Somerset Parkway, and we don’t know exactly where it’s going to 

come through. That would…if it comes through the right way, could help. 

BB: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: But if it’s like everything else, it’ll come through and take your land and give it to somebody else. [laughing] 
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CK:  Or, it’ll go closer to Bowling Green. But, as far as like you were talking about with the bad taste, some of 

the ones were not…they were forced out. They had to move, you know, by a certain period of time. They couldn’t 

even get their crops in or anything else, and all the different things we talked about before. But some of it…most of 

them would have to move in with relatives that had moved or lived someplace else because they…you know, if 

somebody told you right now you had to move, then you don’t have the cash to go, so you just…you do. And then… 

TH: Give you four dollars an acre. 

CK: ...there were some of them that were given thirteen years before they got paid for their property. 

KW: Oh my gosh. 

TH: And, some of them just got as low as four dollars an acre. 

CK:  My grandmother, I wish I could remember. I think, for the entire farm, she might have gotten $3,000 for 

the entire thing. 

BB: Wow. 

CK: She had no say so. 

BB:  You made a comment earlier that the people of Edmonson County were supposed to get jobs with the park 

service. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

BB:  And, that didn’t come to fruition. Can you elaborate more on that? 

 

CK:  They were told that they would have first priority for jobs. And, and uh, there was an article that I read, and 

I heard different people say the first year several of them were employed, and after that it never happened anymore. 

TH: There’s a few people up there. Mark Rich. Um… 

BM: Yeah, there’s a few. 

CK: Yeah, there’s a few now that… 

TH: That worked there, but uh, the percentage is certainly favored to other counties than this one. 

BM: Mmm-hmm. 
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KW: Are there other…can I ask a question that’s just kind of on top of my head? Are there other ways that…It’s 

her interview.  

BB: It’s fine. 

KW: So, I don’t want to take over, but I just had a thought that are there other, um, ways that the park has 

impacted the community, um, I don’t know, economically or anything that maybe any other type of positive or 

negative way that it has impacted the community? 

TH: Well, one thing, there has been a few businesses that have come out of that. There is a canoeing business. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: And, that is a great canoe ride down through that park. It’s beautiful. 

CK: And then, Tommy, what about the, uh… 

TH: Trails? 

 

CK: They’re trying to do the trails thing now. 

TH: We’re trying to do the trail, or be a trail town. I don’t know if you all are familiar with that. 

CK: That would tie it in, OK. 

TH: And, that would be a big plus. 

CK: Park city and all those. 

TH: Because that brings people in to horseback ride and hike and, you know, they’ve got a bicycle path through the 

park now that’s… 

CK: It’s tied in with Park City and all of those. 

TH: No telling how many miles. But, you have to get on to Park City. [laughing] 
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CK: Uh huh. 

TH: Which is in Barren County. 

KW: You have to be a good bike rider to get all the way there. 

CK: Yeah, exactly. 

TH: You better be because that’s pretty hilly. 

CK: But right now, there’s a large, large group of stables, or at least one business up there that’s close to Lincoln that 

my dad used to…the way they…it was Lincoln. 
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TH: Lincoln. 

CK: Yeah, up at Lincoln. Lanker. 

TH: At our end. 

CK: Yeah, Lanker and, uh, anyway, they’ve done well because they…they’re a large operation there. 

TH: Yeah. 

BM: They’re all three… 

TH: I’ve seen them on the…uh, there’s a show on one of those channels. The RFD. 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: About the horse, these people that go around to different places riding horses, and they come up here and done a 

whole show on the one up there at Ollie. 

BB: OK. 

TH: And it’s, uh, it is a nice facility. 

BM:  All three of these businesses though…are in the…uh, the canoes were the first thing, and that’s been what 

twenty years or more. Horses… 

 

CK: Well, he actually had to move them up there. 

BM: Yeah, yeah. 

CK: At the time. 

BM:  And, the horses have probably been ten years or more. So, all three of these businesses that he's speaking of 

have been in the last few years. Before that, a few people would get on as a park ranger. 

TH: Yeah. 

BM: Just a few. 

TH: Yeah. 

CK: Very few. 

BM: Usually a teacher, and they’d get on in the summertime to take the tours through the cave or… 

CK: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: And then, they went to all-year school on into that. 

BM: Yeah. [laughing] So, in the past, very few, until the recent past. 
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BB: Mmm-hmm. And, I was going to ask you all also. Um, you kind of mentioned seeing the film, “Mammoth 

Cave: A Place Called Home.” I want to know your reactions to the film, whether you thought it depicted the history 

aCKurately, and just your feelings. 

TH: I thought they done a remarkable job with it. 

CK: I thought they did. 

BM: I really enjoyed it, yes. 

TH: I mean, I was really surprised when it told about them conning the people in…you know, tricking them to do 

this, and the dude that was in charge of doing all that. 

CK: Yeah, Mmm-hmm. Well, yeah. 

TH: That was pretty gutsy, and I was very… 

CK: I think that he's right… 

TH: …impressed. 

CK:  …about that because one girl was talking about her aunt watched it, and her aunt just almost got in tears 

because she knew one of the families… 

TH: Yeah. 

CK:  …that they had pushed the house over, and she had remembered the story, and it brought back…you know, 

made her really sad, and I was surprised that they did show that. So, they showed a lot of the pros and cons. 
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TH: One thing I wish they could’ve done is like they did with the Smokey Mountains at Cade’s Cove. Kept a few 

homes. They had one little loop out there that you could go in. The farms are intact. They still have the log homes, 

and they got a church or two that was originally there. 

CK: Even if they had to bring them in, yeah. 

TH: And, they raised the crops, I guess, to feed the horses or whatever they do with it, but uh… 

CK: I agree that would have been… 

TH: That would’ve been just fabulous, I think. You know, you see life as it was. 

BM: Mmm-hmm. 

TH: When they come in. 

KW: That would be neat. 

BB:  Do you think there’s a positive shift that the park is taking to focus on the cultural history of the people that 

used to live there? 
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TH:  Well, I think this documentary is probably the first indication that I’ve seen, and I think the national park 

was involved in that quite a bit. 

CK:  When I was growing up, uh, there again, it was Professor Demunbrun, and all of his people were buried at 

Good Spring, and um, he every year…he would be the speaker, and at 4th of July, they would have a homecoming 

for all the people that had been forced out of the park. And, it was at the amphitheater, and it was a big deal. But, 

they’ve all died, so none of their descendants care enough or remember enough about it to come back. So, I don’t 

really know exactly when, but maybe around 1958, 55-58, that was probably close to some of the last ones. 

TH: That was a big, big deal. 

CK: Big deal, yes. 

TH:  On the 4th of July, everybody called it “going to the 4th.” 

KW: Just talked with someone about that last night that said the same thing. 

TH: Really? 

CK: Really? OK. 

TH: It’s just the homecoming for the county. 

CK: It was. And the churches would take turns on who was going to do the… 

TH:  Conduct the service. 

CK: Yeah, conduct the service thing, I guess. 

TH: But, it was, uh, yeah, I’ve heard my grandmother talk about that a lot. 

CK: And, that made them all feel a part, and when they have something… 

TH: But, I went. I’ve been to that. I’ve been to…you know, up at the… 

CK: As a kid. 

TH: On the 4th, as a little kid. 

KW: So, what year do you think it started to end? I mean was it… 

 

TH: I’d say it was in the late ‘50s. 

CK:  Late ‘50s is when it ended. Because there was a Red somebody was one of the last ones that MC’d it, I 

think after Mr. Demunbrun became ill and couldn’t. But, Mr. McCombs, Milton McCombs was one. Now, he…the 

Joppa Church…they call it Joppy out here, OK. Unfortunately, it used to be open. You could go in it anytime. And, 

some vandals went in and vandalized the churches. So, they’ve got the barriers up now. But Mr. McCombs was 

always in that with him because they all…I mean, Joppa had a high school, uh, businesses. I mean, it was a town. 
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TH: Post office. 
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CK:  Yeah, post office and everything. So, if you been through the park, you remember it’s the one that’s got the 

things holding up the sides of the church. That one? 

 

KW: We stopped there. Not the two of us, but another student and I stopped there and… 

CK: OK. 

KW: …had lunch there. 

CK:  That’s Joppa Church, and that was just really a little thriving town. So, he was always one of the speakers, 

but, you know, like you said, they’ve all died away and there…most of their children moved away because they had 

to. 

BM: The Parkers were from there, Brent Parker was… 

CK: Yeah, the Parkers were… 

TH: Her family and mine, I know how they wound up on that side of the river was Revolutionary War grants. 

KW: That’s one thing I wanted to ask, yeah, how that happened. 

TH: That’s…all that land was reserved for the veterans on North of the river. 

CK: And, Billie Anne and I are kin on the Lindsey side, and I was glad she told that because she can remember all 

that. 

TH: And, I need to talk to you about some of my Lindsey’s. 

[laughing] 

CK: I see where… 

TH: I need help. [laughing] 

CK: This comes back to how we’re all related, but… 

TH: I am my own grandpa. [laughing] 

CK:  There was like…you don’t think that it happens then, but when I started going back on my genealogy thing, 

I had…it was the third time before I made it back to the Revolutionary thing, and it was through…one thing that 

really got me was the two that had the farms where the visitor center is and all, one was Martin H. Webb, senior. 

One was Martin H. Webb, junior. Well, you try to keep that straight, when their farms were, and I couldn’t prove 

which one had which farm, and so, they wouldn’t do it. So, then I had go to back up and go through Clay Webster 

Webb, and that’s how I got through. 

TH: I went through Clay myself. 

BM: Well, back in the day… [laughing] 

CK: And, they’re at Temple Hill, yeah. 

BM: …junior and senior didn’t mean… 
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CK: No, it didn’t mean anything. 

BM:  …father and son. It meant one from this brother, or this was the brother that was senior, and then a brother 

over here would have a Martin H. name him, after his brother, but it would be a nephew of this one instead of son 

of. 

CK: Yes, she’s exactly right. 

KW: That’s interesting. 

CK: My father was one of twelve. 

BB: Wow. 

CK:  And, his oldest brother had twelve. So there’s…this is where Tommy comes in. His wife was one of 

the…they were called little Morris, like little Fred, big Fred. You know, little and big, and so when you start going 

back through that, and you’re trying to figure out which one’s big and which one is little, and it’s confusing. 
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[00:00:00]  

Kay Westhues  OK, I'm Kay Westhues and I'm here at the Puskin Building, is that how you pronounce it? 

Jack LeSieur         Pushin Building 
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KW  Pushin Building, at Bowling Green and I'm talking to Jack LeSier, who is going to talk to us 

about Mammoth Cave, his experience with Mammoth Cave, and the date today is November 

19, 2015. This is for the Mammoth Cave Parks Project. OK so what I'd like to start by asking 

you to tell me a little bit about yourself and your relation with the cave, because I know you 

are from the area. 

JL  Do you mean the park itself or the cave? 

KW        The park itself, yeah  

[00:00:40]  

JL  OK, so again my name is Jack LeSieur and I'm from, I was born in Bowling Green but raised 

in Brownsville. Which is, as I was explaining to you earlier, the only real city in Edmonson 

County. So I grew up actually my mother's family is from the park area, so I refer to it as the 

park, and so I grew up you know kind of having a connection to Mammoth Cave National 

Park. Probably more so than other people that didn't have family that were from there. You 

know as a kid we would go on field trips to the cave, quite often, and you know that was the 

closest cool place that there was to school. And I mean we would go hiking there as a 

teenager and still do occasionally. We would go ghost hunting in the park [I can't understand 

next few words]. I grew up, my grandmother's family lived on the park. Up near the Good 

Spring area. And so they were actually, they lived there when the park was founded and they 

got run off their land. So, there's alot of resentment by some members of my family with the 

Parks Service. So I grew up hearing alot of those stories. I've always just had a really cool 

connection with the area I guess.  

KW        It’s such a unique area. 

JL       Yeah it really it 

KW  And then the history of the park, getting the park, putting the park together...it still seems like 

its really part of the area. 

JL       Oh yeah definitely  

[00:02:20]  

KW  I guess when you were talking about what kind of things you did at the cave, did you, were 

most of the things kind of like official visits, or did you go as a kid with your friends there? 

What kind of things did you do at the cave? 

JL  Well, like I said we would go on field trips, and that was always kind of fun, cause, you know, 

it was something different. It was neat to see. I don't really remember alot of taking family trips 

there when I was a kid. When I was probably 13 or 14 my dad and I used to go hiking over 

there...alot. 

KW  Were there any special places that you would go to, or any places that were kind of like 

touchstones on your hike, that you always wanted to see, anything like that?  

[00:03:13]  

JL  Well I mean I can tell you that my -- and this isn't really cave-related, its park-related -- but I 

used to go with an aunt every Memorial Day and decorate graves at Good Spring. It’s a church 
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up there. And so we would go, cause you know there are still, some of our family is buried 

there, and so we would go. And she would tell me stories about the people and stuff.  

KW       Oh nice 

JL  As I got a little older I would go and you can still find where my grandmother's house was. 

There's a big tree there, and some of my relatives. I like to hike back in the woods and you 

know find--there are actually some relatives buried in the middle of the woods. 

KW       Oh really? 

JL       Sometimes I'll go visit their gravestones and stuff. 

KW      Oh wow so its in the park? 

JL  Um hum, there are cemeteries everywhere in the park. That people don't really realize. There, 

actually...Dr. Applegate did a stewardship, I think it was a stewardship class, where they went 

and monitored archeological sites in the park. And I think they compiled a database of all the 

cemeteries. Which is kind of interesting to see. And I think that's on their website actually that 

kind of surprised me that they released the information. Yeah, I mean there's places in the 

middle of nowhere that are just little cemeteries.  

KW  So you were just, always knew where they were from your family taking you there? 

JL       Yeah 

KW  And what kind of stories did they tell you about your family? Were there any stories you can 

think of, that caught your imagination when you were a kid? 

JL  Some of them were, you know, so good, obviously cause we were walking around in 

gravestones. But I remember there was, and I can't think of the person's name, but you know 

my aunt would talk to me about-- there was kind of a way I felt in learning about our family, 

and learning about genealogy was going to decorate graves on Memorial Day. And so she 

would tell me about, you know this is your great-grandfather and this was your great-great-

grandmother etc. And there was somebody who fell off of a rollercoaster somewhere, I don't 

remember who it was. I could probably find their gravestone and look up their name, but... 

KW       That's how they passed? 

JL       Um hum, yeah 

KW      Oh my 

JL  Yeah, fell off of a rollercoaster, I mean this was probably in the 30's, you know. Stuff like that, 

you know it was more like so and so was this kind of person, she was really sweet and good-

natured, and kind of a family history lesson I guess. 

KW      And so what did you bring to dress the graves when you used to come? 

JL  Well my aunt would always go and get silk flowers and stuff, I don't know where she got them. 

But she always had them. And so she would, I remember she would just open up her car and 

there they'd always be, and that was part of the fun, you know, dividing them up. And figuring 
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out, you know, who got the sunflowers, and who got roses. (laughs) And that's actually a 

tradition I have tried to carry on, but not been so good at it the past two or three years, but I'm 

hoping to go back up there and do that again soon. 

KW     You can always pick it up, any year, right? 

JL       Yeah 

KW  So, so when you're talking about the families, and when you're driving through and seeing maybe 

other cemeteries, do you see that that tradition is maintained with other families? 

JL  I think so, some of the cemeteries you drive by, you'll see flowers on, so I mean I don't know 

personally, but I would assume there's somebody, you know, interested in that, and probably not 

many people my age (laughs).  

KW  (laughs) Yeah, but that's a neat thing to do, and its also a neat way to pass on family. 

JL Yeah 

KW   That's true, yeah.   

[00:07:00]  

JL  Where the cemetery is that I was talking to you about, is next to a, the church, Good Spring 

Baptist Church. There were some stories about, because my grandparents actually met there, and 

my grandparents were very very old when I was born. My grandmother was born in 1907 and I 

think my grandpa was born in 1909. But something else we would always do, the original church 

benches are still in the church. And so we would always go in and try to find, and people would 

carve their name into the back of it, they would say that they'd be so bored sitting in church that 

they would sit and carve their name. So we (laughs) would always go and try to find their names 

and stuff. And I think, I could be wrong, but I think there's a thing that says like "Ronald and 

Zona" -- those were my grandparents, I think their names are together. I know there's a Ronald 

for my grandpa, and I know the N is backwards. (laughs) He was real young apparently, when he 

carved it. 

KW  Awwwww. So the church is on the park property, but it no longer functions as a church? Or does 

it still function as a church? 

JL  Its not as regularly I think as you would think, I mean they have a homecoming I think. 

KW    Oh, OK 

JL  I'm not really sure if or when they do that. Still, I'm not a religious person so I wouldn't be 

attracted to it -I'm not a member of the church, I guess is what I should say.  

KW    Is the homecoming like a reunion, or what is it? 

JL  Kind of, yeah, if you're, I think if you're a member of the church, you get invited and you go back 

and have food. You notice there at Good Spring too, I haven't been there in a year or so, but they 

used to have a bunch of picnic tables, outside there.  

KW    Oh, OK 
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JL  People would just sit out there -- I can remember going, I want to say we went to one when I was 

a kid. Cause I remember it being there and there being a bunch of people and food everywhere. 

Now my mom actually got married in that church (laughs). From her third marriage. She got 

married in Good Spring but that was, you know, I was a teenager when that happened. So they 

do, people do use the church, you know, you can go, they don't run people out. I don't know the 

procedures for using it. (laughs)  

KW    But they don't have regular services in there?  

[00:09:22]  

JL  And you can't go and show up on Sunday. It's actually kind of difficult to get to now. The road, 

they quit maintaining the road, and they kind of re-routed everything back there. The last time I 

went, it was kind of difficult and I was afraid my car was going to get stuck (laughs).  

KW   Oh wow... 

JL   Which kind of annoys me. But you know... 

KW  Have you seen alot of changes in the park itself, from when you were a kid to now?  

[00:09:45]  

JL  Oh definitely, yeah. It seems like when I was a kid they were a little more...umm...welcoming? To 

people...that once lived...I don't know that I'm saying that right. I don't want to say, well, because 

everybody I know that works at the park are wonderful people.  

KW   Yeah, we met some great people, yeah. 

JL  Some of my best friends work at the park. But I guess its become more 'park-like' over the years. 

Like when I was younger, it was easier to get to Good Spring, for example. You know I think 

probably because more people who were connected to that community, or the communities in the 

park, were still going and visiting and stuff. But I've noticed, especially the last time we went up 

there, we went backpacking a couple of years ago. I don't think it was, it wasn't last year, it was 

the year before last. And that's when I noticed, I was like how, I can't even get to Good Spring 

(laughs). Like its, they've re-routed the roads. And I mean just even seeing, like, there at the 

Visitor Center, how they've built the new Visitor Center is what I call it.  

KW   OK I haven't seen the old one, I knew it looked really nice... 

JL  Well I think they tore it down, or built around it, I'm not really sure, cause I never really would go 

to the Visitor Center. You know that wasn't any, any time I would go I would go to Good Spring 

usually, which is on the north side of the river.  

KW   OK  

[00:11:28]  

JL  And of course when I was growing up they had two ferries. And now they only got the one.  

KW   OK, so there is still one ferry? I wasn't sure about that.. 
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JL  Well I think...I mean, I don't know, it would probably make alot of people mad if they closed that 

(laughs) one ferry. When I was growing up, there was Houchens Ferry and then Mammoth Cave 

Ferry. And we would go to Houchens Ferry occasionally just to have little picnics and stuff.  

KW   So you would just take a ferry into the park and have a picnic? 

JL   Well, no, I mean that area is just right inside the park.  

KW   Oh, OK 

JL  You can cross the river and go up and there's a picnic area right there. So we would never really 

cross the river. (laughs) I've kayaked through there and stuff. That was more in my older years 

(laughs) 

KW   So you could kayak through the park?  

[00:12:25]  

JL  Oh, yeah I've done that several times. My two, two of my best friends and I decided one year, this 

is probably in 2011 maybe? We've been kayaking just here and there, kind of a loop, go down 

Barren River and stuff, and we would camp alot. We thought, aw let's do a big kayak trip through 

the park. And so we get out the map and we're looking at it, and its a forty mile trip, you know, 

from where we wanted to start. Because the only, unless you know somebody, the only place you 

can put in north of the park is in Munfordville to the park is all just farmland. And so we didn't 

know anybody (laughs) so we would put in there, there 's a bridge crossing the river 

in Munfordville. And its twenty miles from there to the park boundary. So the first day you have 

to kayak twenty miles, you have to kayak half the trip, to get to the park. You know because you 

don't want to camp on private property.  

KW  So that's a public access spot in Mumsfordsville? [Tries a few pronunciations and laughs].  

JL  Munfordville, yeah. I think its Munfordville, you can look it up (laughs). I always 

say Munfordville so... 

KW   Alright (laughs) 

JL  So yeah, we would be really worn out and we did that trip, I can't remember how many times we 

done it. We've altered the trip each time, it seems like it gets shorter (laughs) and shorter. 

KW   So the part in the park is shorter, because you have to do the first 20 miles. 

JL  Yeah, so there's another place you can put in inside the park, but it cuts your trip to like a third of 

what it would be, so...I think we were a little over-ambitious that first time (laughs). 

KW   Do you see alot of kayakers in the park? 

JL  In the summertime you will, there's a couple of places up in Mammoth Cave, or I'm sorry up 

in Munfordville. There is a place I think in Cave City, that will rent, will drop you off in one place 

in a kayak, or canoe, and them come pick you up. Usually it, they drop you off at Dennison's 

Ferry, or Dennison Ferry [Dennison Ferry is a public access site in Mammoth Cave Park]. And 

then pick you up at Mammoth Cave Ferry I think. Or Houchen's Ferry, I don't know. One or the 

other. Just depending on how far you want to go. And so in the summer time when you're 

kayaking, I mean you may see, the first trip we took, you know we didn't see anybody the first 
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day, because we weren't in the park. But we woke up and there were all these people -- we saw a 

bunch of Amish guys in canoes going past, I'm like hi! Kind of random (laughs).  

KW   Sounds like fun 

JL   Yeah you see alot of people in the summertime kayaking and canoeing.  

KW   I hope I get a chance to do it, but... 

JL  Its alot of fun, its a beautiful trip too, because I mean you’re so far away from anything. And we 

would always do it on the Fourth of July too. Because we would all be off work at that time. It 

was, we could hear fireworks in the distance, but you’re still pretty far away from everything. 

Which can be a little scary sometimes too (laughs). You spend four days in the woods away from 

everybody and you kind of go a little crazy (laughs).  

KW   There's no bears, right? No bears... 

JL   Well they say there aren't. 

KW   Do you ever see any big animals out or around in the park?  

[00:15:44]  

JL  I mean you hear stories about, you know, especially supernatural critters and stuff. 

KW   Oh yeah? 

JL  I have never personally seen a big animal. The only cool thing I've seen in the park, we were 

driving through...alot of people use the park road to get to Cave City or Horse Cave. And when I 

was younger, I did, there used to be a theatre in Horse Cave, I would do alot of youth theatre there. 

So we would drive through the park. Usually every day. And I remember driving by this thing 

sitting in a tree, and I made my mom stop, and it was an owl. It was that big [gestures to indicate 

about two feet], and I didn't know anything about owls at the time, but I'm pretty sure it was a barn 

owl. It was just sitting there asleep, and it kind of looked at us, and then flew off into the woods. It 

was one of the coolest things I've ever seen. But that's really the only, I mean you see deer and 

turkey and stuff.  

KW   I saw deer when we were there just that short time.  

JL  Oh I'm sure, yeah. We have to...I work at a museum in town, and they have their archives, well I 

won't get into the whole story. I had to visit the curator there [Mammoth Cave] for something 

related to work one day, and we got to talking about the deer. And people that aren't from around 

here, like from out west maybe, I mean there are deer everywhere obviously but...People that work 

in the park I know always get annoyed when they see somebody stop and like talking to the deer 

(laughs). They're like, they're just deer!  

KW   Or feeding the deer? (laughs) 

JL  Yeah, I mean cause they see deer everyday on their way to work. That's funny. My best friend 

works at the park, and he used to get so mad at me when I would stop, and he would say "I've seen 

these deer every day, why do you have to stop and talk to them?" (laughs) 
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KW   I do that on my way, there was a big buck. 

JL   I still do it, yeah. I think deer are cool.  

KW  They are cool. So, yeah, that's pretty cool. I didn't realize there were churches in the park. Are 

there any other churches?  

[00:17:52]  

JL  Yeah, there are three [can’t understand next word] churches, Good Spring is one of them, and then 

there's a church that's called Joppa [pronounces it as Japa], um, everybody calls it Japee. 

KW   How do you spell that? 

JL  Joppa. And it is, you wouldn't have passed it, but if you take the road to Brownsville you would 

pass it, its right on the main road. Good Spring is a little harder to get to, and then Mammoth Cave 

Baptist Church is...if you're going to the Visitor Center, there's a road that kinda turns to the right. 

Its called Flint Ridge Rd. It'll take you to Horse Cave. It’s down that road a ways. That's actually 

an interesting church too, that's were Floyd Collins is buried.  

KW   Oh really? 

JL  They've got a really small cemetery there, but those are the three. And I'm sure there were more, 

you know, at one point, but those are the three that are still standing. And they were all built in 

the, I want to say mid- to late-, I know they were built in the nineteenth century, but I think it was 

probably 1880, somewhere in there.  

KW  So those congregations just had to find a different church? Or did they keep using it for a while? 

JL  You know, I don't really know...I know that when my grandparents left, they moved to, I want to 

say Park City. And then they moved to this place, another place in Edmondson County called 

Fairview. Which is close to Brownsville. And then moved to Brownsville. So I doubt in that day 

and age that they would be driving all that way to go to church. I know actually when they moved 

to Fairview they were going to church there, so I would say...that the people probably couldn't use 

it. Maybe had, you know, homecomings and reunions and stuff.  

KW   Wow, so... 

[00:20:10]  

JL  And I remember my aunts talking about going to church there. I mean if somebody was...my aunt 

was telling me a story about going to a funeral at Good Spring.  

KW   When was that?  

JL  She would have been a little kid, and she's in her 60's I think, so, do the math. But I remember she 

said that they had to walk down the road to get to the church. I don't know why, I guess 

'cause they couldn't get their car back there or something. And the guy who was driving the hearse, 

said, 'Do you all just want to get in the back?", and so she said all these little kids got in the back 

of the hearse with the casket (laughs). 

KW   Oh they did? 
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JL  And she said, "I just remember it being really, it was really strange, you know, riding with the 

body to the church." (laughs) 

KW  I got a story I got to tell you but I'll tell you after the, after we're done about something I saw, it 

was pretty interesting since I've been here (laughs). I had a question too, about your grandparents, 

were they part of, in any way, the tourism that went on at the cave? What kind of relationship do 

you think they had with the cave? 

JL  They weren't, and really and truly I don't know where they, I don't think there's alot of cave 

openings, I don't think there's alot up there. I mean obviously the cave system runs underneath up 

there. Most of, probably what you're thinking about was down toward, you know, they lived on 

the north side of the river, and this is on the south side.  

KW   Oh, OK  

[00:21:41]  

JL  Where the historic entrance is. Floyd Collins's family ran a cave I know, and there were several 

families in that area that did, But I don't know that there are any cave openings up on the, I could 

be wrong, but... 

KW   Were most of the people on the north side farmers? 

JL  Yeah, they were, actually if you look at the census, cause I do a little genealogical research, I've 

seen the, I'm pretty sure my grandparents were farmers. That's what their occupation was listed as. 

And they say, I went on a cave tour this summer, and they were talking about the park and stuff, 

and they say that if you had seen it seventy years ago, it would have not looked like woods, it 

would have looked like... 

KW   Cultivated? 

JL   Yeah, like farms.  

KW   So people grew corn and that kind of thing? 

JL  Probably everything they needed. I mean I've seen pictures of my great-grandparents, and let me 

tell you, it was primitive. (laughs)  

[00:22:41]  

KW  Did you ever hear any stories about springs, or any special springs somewhere? 

JL  Oh yeah, well Good Spring, actually there's a spring, I'm not really sure how to get to it, we went 

there when I was a kid. I remember going with my mom and there was always a cup hanging next 

to the spring, and you would drink out of the cup. And I would always drink out of it, I'm sure that 

water was disgusting. (laughs) 

KW   Oh I don't know, it might have been fine.  

JL  I mean cause there's horse trails and stuff everywhere up there, that's what I was thinking about. 

But I'm sure that water runs through, but that's just what everybody did. (laughs) 
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KW   Maybe it comes up out of the... 

JL  Maybe yeah. It came out of the ground, so...(laughs) But yeah, that's why good spring was named 

Good Spring, because there was a spring really close to it. That's the only spring I think I know of 

in the park. I guarantee you there are more, that people talked about, but the only one that I've ever 

been to. 

KW   That's pretty neat though, they had a cup next to it.  

JL  Yeah, I think that's pretty common for springs. Or it was when I was growing up still. I mean, I 

remember Emily, actually her parents [asks Emily] "Do they still own that land over in 

Mohawk?"  

Emily Hendricksen Uh huh 

JL  My mom was friends, Emily and I go way back, but her mom and my mom were friends, and they 

had a spring I think on their land, and we would always go there, and I remember there being a 

cup hanging there too, like a little tin cup. And you would just drink out of it. 

EH   Blue and white 

JL  Was it blue and white? Yeah I remember that, it was a blue and white cup. (laughs) 

KW   That's neat. That's what I'm interested in studying, springs. 

JL  OK, cool. I don't know I mean I never heard anything special about it other than it was just nice, 

clean water, and that's were people probably got their water. People in these areas. I'm sorry, 

people in the Good Spring area would go to the Good Spring and get their water. And it 

was obviously so good that they named it the area after it.  

KW  (laughs) That's true. Sounds like such a neat place. A neat place to have grown up in. Close to 

nature.  

[00:25:06]  

JL  Oh it is. It is neat, yeah. I still like to go up there and I've had some interesting run-ins with law 

enforcement up there. I get a little nervous sometimes now going up there.  

KW            Like trespassing-wise? 

JL            Umm yeah 

KW             In the park itself?  

JL            Yeah, but that's a story for another time (laughs) 

KW            But I bet that's more common than you would think. 

JL  Oh, yeah, definitely. There is one time that I will tell you about, its kind of funny. We were hiking 

on the Good Spring Loop Trail. I don't know that that's even a trail anymore, I think they kind of 

did away with it. When they kind of, I told you they kind of re-did everything up in the...this is the 

Maple Springs area. I don't know if you've been up there.  
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KW            I've only been to the Visitor Center and that one entrance, so that was it.  

JL  Well we were up there hiking we parked at the church and the trailhead went either way, I mean its 

a long trail and it would connect kind of to other trails. I think they just kind of re-did some of the 

trails out there. Anyway, we were hiking, and we were, I don't know, one of us was sixteen, cause 

somebody drove. But we were probably sixteen or seventeen, just young. And there were three or 

four of us, and we got to hiking out there, and of course we got there at six pm, it was in the 

summertime and we thought oh we're fine. And it got to be about 6:30, 7:00, a little later, and rather 

than coming back we just kept hiking. And it started to get kinda dark, and we were like we should 

probably go back now. None of us had a flashlight on us or anything. This was before everybody 

had cellphones of course that you could use as a flashlight. So, we're trying to run as fast as we can 

to get out of the woods before it got dark, because obviously we wouldn't be able to see anything. 

(laughs) 

KW   Yeah, right (laughs) 

JL  I think the moon was out, there was a little bit of light. But we started coming up the hill, and we 

knew we were close just because of the way the terrain was. So we're coming up the hill, and its the 

last hill we gotta go up before we get to the parking lot, and out of nowhere just this bright light 

comes out, and this person yells "surprise", and it was a park ranger. And we all screamed, it was so 

terrifying. Because you know, its pitch black out there and this park ranger jumps out and turns his 

light on.  

KW   And then you were kids, too... 

JL  And of course he checked, he frisked us all to make sure we didn't have drugs on us and stuff. 

Cause its a problem I guess they have up there. And it scared me to death (laughs) I remember. 

KW  Yeah that would be...especially if you were talking about looking for ghosts, you were already 

thinking about ghosts.  

JL  Well he had seen our car there, and there's a trail register, cause people camp there. And I guess he 

had looked to see we weren't o the trail register, so...he was waiting for us (laughs). 

KW   Do people still camp in there alot?  

[00:28:06]  

JL  Oh yeah. There are designated campsites throughout the park, and alot of trails. Alot of hikers get 

annoyed because most of the trails north of the river, its mostly just woods up there, and trails, 

there are alot of horse trails up there. So hiking can be really gross.  

KW   Oh, OK 

JL  You can imagine. you are always running...last time we went backpacking, we came across 

several people on horseback and its not that they're rude, its just I'm not a horse person, and I 

always like, step off trail, and they're like "Oh you gotta talk to the horse!” And I say, “I don't 

want to talk to your horse.” (laughs) I'm just trying to hike.  

KW   So they don't keep them separate, the trails? 

JL  No, its all the same thing. I think there, I mean I think they have a bike trail. And there may be one 

or two that are, that you are not supposed to have horses on, but...And of course I think they are 
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supposed to clean up after their horses. I could be wrong on that, but nobody ever does, so... 

(laughs) 

[00:29:17]  

KW  So that's interesting. Oh I wanted to ask you this: Are there some people that you think that we 

should be talking to, that would have some knowledge about some special use, or significance that 

they might have at the park? Historic use, or cultural use?  

JL  I mean, I have interviewed several family members of mine-- my mom and several of my aunts, 

that, they mostly, my mom always talked about this Fourth of July celebration that they used to 

do. And it was a reunion.  

KW   Was it at the church? 

JL  No, it was at the Visitor Center, or actually, don't quote me on this, because I'm not sure when the 

old, there was an old hotel, and the new hotel. I want to say the old hotel was standing when they 

used to do this, but I could be wrong about that. They would get together, and my mom always 

told stories about how friendly everybody, I mean people would come from everywhere 

apparently, and they would I guess just hang out and do Fourth of July stuff. Like picnic, and my 

mom said she just remembers being able to like, that was the only place where she could kind of 

roam free and her parents really didn't worry about her. Because I guess everybody knew 

everybody. 

KW   So it was all people who used to live in the park? 

JL  Yeah, or relatives. They would get together on the Fourth of July and I don't have a clue when that 

quit happening, but my mom said that was the big thing to do every year. 

KW   What year do you think that was?  

JL  My mom was born in '51, so that would have been when she was about 9 or 10, so probably in the 

60's, I'd say it was by the 70's it probably was over by then, I could be wrong. Are you looking 

more for current? Because most of what I've done work with is oral history. As far as, if you're 

looking for say quilters, for example, I can maybe hook you up with people like that.  

KW  I think both things. I mean anything we can pass on to Dr. Brady, because I think they are looking 

for cultural things that are happening around the park, but also historical connections to the park. 

And so I think both of those things would be valuable.  

JL  Let me think, and I can email you a list, I tried to get as much out of my mom and aunts that I 

could, and I'd be happy to share those interviews with, I've never deposited them anywhere, so... 

KW   That's nice to have them.  

JL  Um hum. I'd have to think of people for you, but I could probably come up with some names.  

KW   Um that would be helpful. 

JL   That would be happy to talk to you.  
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KW  Yeah someone who would be happy to talk to us (laughs). That would be great. That would be 

terrific. I wanted to ask you to, before we end, is the KYROCK, [I pronounced it Kay-rock] is that 

close to Mammoth Cave?  

[00:32:56]  

JL   KYROCK [pronounces it Keye-rock]?  

KW   KYROCK... 

JL  It’s short for, the name of the company was the Kentucky Rock Asphalt Company. And so their 

product, they marketed it as KYROCK asphalt. It actually shares a boundary with the park, and I 

know at one point there was some land exchange, or some...I know that the main superintendent of 

the park, or the guy who was the superintendent of the park, I'm sorry: superintendent of 

KYROCK, or the majority of its operations, was instrumental in trying to help get the park 

established. And I think there was some land exchange, I don't know what really was sold, and the 

only reason I know this is because there is a file in the Folklife archives, it is the Max Nahm file, 

and he, I am pretty sure, was the first superintendent of the park. He was very instrumental in 

getting the park established. There is some communication between him and Mr. Carmichael, who 

was the superintendent of KYROCK. And when I was doing one of my many projects on 

KYROCK I ran across that. It’s all just, you know, correspondence. 

KW   um hum - just making notes... 

JL  Oh yeah, there's some interesting things in there. Like I said its mostly just "Its nice meeting with 

you, I'm really happy the park's getting started..." and just along that nature. KYROCK had some 

other interesting involvement with the park. I don't know how familiar you are with Floyd 

Collins.  

[00:35:01]  

KW   A little bit...the story... 

JL  The KYROCK company actually, they drilled the hole to get Floyd out of the cave.  

KW   Oh really? 

[00:36:04]  

JL  While that was going on, I know Mr. Carmichael, who was the superintendent, and if you study 

KYROCK you'll hear his name alot. He was really, apparently, a wonderful person and everyone 

really liked him. He supplied the equipment and they came in, and I think they drilled a hole so 

they could just get stuff to him initially. But then they drilled a bigger hole to try to... I could be 

wrong in that. I know they drilled a hole at one point (laughs). I think that's how they got him out. 

And they may have gotten him out another way. I know they had involvement with that. And you 

know with the establishment of the park. And I just thought of this, too - there's actually a spring 

in KYROCK. That I did archeological research there. And a little bit of oral history stuff. The 

spring water there was so good that they actually built a pump house and that supplied all the 

water for the KYROCK company. And that was early, I mean they had a full-on, what I would 

consider twenty's-era in the middle of nowhere water, it wasn't really a treatment plant, but they 

pumped water into cisterns and it went to people's houses and stuff.  

KW   Oh wow 
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JL  I think, I'm pretty sure, I don't know that they had running water in the house, but there was maybe 

spigots and stuff that people shared. And people still drink that water too. They actually built, I 

don't know that it went through, but they were trying to build a distillery in that quarry, in that 

spot.  

KW   (laughs) Its like a distillery or a brewery, alot of times. 

JL  Actually I think they built the distillery but then it burned. I could be wrong.  

KW   So are they still open? Are they still functioning? KYROCK? 

JL  No, well, there is a company that owns the mineral rights, and I think they do mine. Not in, there 

were several different mines. The main mine is the area that we call KYROCK, and the area 

surrounding it I think they still mine asphalt, and its called the Indian Creek Tunnels, and I'm not 

going to lie to you, I don't even know where that is. Its nearby, in Edmonson County. That was 

several years ago, and I have not idea if they are still mining.  

KW  I have another question to ask you, it may seem like a goofy question. But when you were talking 

about Floyd Collins, it made me think of - did you ever know of anyone who got lost in caves 

when you were younger or did that ever happen? I always wondered about that. 

JL  I'm trying to think. I don't think so. I had some friends that live close out in that area, and I can 

remember them talking about, of course this wasn't in the park, because all the caves in the park 

are, you know, they have them closed. Even the smallest, smallest caves they'll have a little grate 

in front of them where you can't go in.  

KW   Oh, OK 

JL  I had some friends that would go caving and stuff. I don't know where, close by to the park.  

KW   Because there are alot of caves that are close by the park, right? 

JL   Oh yeah, I'm sure.  

KW  I can't think of what else I'd like to ask you. Because you know alot about the area and alot about 

the park, and its really nice to hear. 

[00:38:59]  

JL  Yeah, I mean I could talk for a hour probably.  Something interesting, and I've written about this, 

I've always found it interesting how there are alot of supernatural legends and narratives and stuff 

that people tell. Especially my generation, about the park. I've theorized alot of reasons why, but I 

think it has something to do with the displacement of people from there. I think its a way of 

reconnecting? I don't know - you hear alot of, alot of people my age would go legend-tripping to 

Joppa Church or Mammoth Cave Church. I know alot of people put, a, Floyd Collins' grave site 

for example, is a place where people will leave him things. One of the cavers will leave him beans, 

or canned goods, and stuff. If you go and look at his gravestone you'll see that there's 

usually something [can't understand last words here]. 

KW   Yeah 
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JL  I have some really cool pictures, too. I went out at night when I was doing this project, because it 

was the supernatural so I thought, oh, I should go out at night and take some creepy pictures. So 

we went out and got some cool like night-time shots of the cemetery.  

KW   I would love to see those.  

JL  They're really neat. I had to play with the headlamp and try to get like [can't understand last words 

here]. I'm not a photographer either (laughs), so you can scrutinize them.  

KW   (laughs) Just to see how they turned out, would be pretty cool.  

JL   Yeah, it was fun.  

[00:40:24]  

KW  A friend of mine told me, when I told him I was going to Mammoth Cave, from up north, he said, 

"Well I just watched something on TV about Bigfoot in Mammoth Cave." 

JL   Oh interesting 

KW  So I mean is that something that you heard about? Or just spirits of discontented people?  

JL  Well, you hear, I call them critter stories. There's an area that's not really connected to the park, 

but close by, that's called Mohawk, and I've heard of a creature like Bigfoot in Mohawk. Which I 

mean I guess in some ways could walk into the park if, you know, if it really wanted to. My aunt 

always told me interesting stories about people she knew, "friend of a friend" kind of people, who 

would see these strange-like goat/deer/hybrid animals running around. 

EH   [Makes an audible shivering sound] 

JL  (laughs) I have one of my other aunts who was driving through the park once, and they, I think 

they had just gotten out of the park, and they had worked. They just noticed this thing in the field 

next to them and it was a big black cat. Like a panther size black cat. They said it was a huge cat, 

there was no mistake in their mind, and it walked and jumped over this fence and went into the 

woods.  

KW   There's alot of woods over there, so... 

JL And I've heard of bears in the park. My friend Matt that works there, swears up and down that 

there are bears, that bears have been spotted in the park. I've never seen one. I don't know where 

they come from (laughs). He says that they come from Eastern Kentucky. 

KW  There is a bear that wondered down to South Bend, actually, from Michigan. And it made the 

news, it must have had a car because people kept spotting it in different places far away (laughs) -- 

but it actually was on TV. 

JL   Teleporting 

KW   Yeah (laughs) But it was there for awhile. 

JL  I could see if a bear got in there, it would be in there for a little while. Without somebody seeing 

it, cause there's so many, there's what, like 50,000 acres? Fifty-something. I think its 54, but I don't 
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know I have the number written down somewhere. For when I was doing research. Its a big old 

forest.  

KW  Yeah, it looked gorgeous when we were there, and it was a beautiful sunny day too.  

JL   How long ago did you all go there? 

KW   Just Friday, just this past Friday.  

[00:43:03]  

JL  Yeah, its really nice to go in the springtime of course, and see all the redbud trees. That was 

something I remember that my grandmother always liked to do. You'd go driving through the park 

in the springtime, and if it was snowy, it was really pretty to go driving. I actually lost some keys 

playing in the snow in the park with some of my friends once. It was pretty...I never found those. 

KW   You never found them? 

JL   They were car keys, too. 

KW,   So ,that's a thing people do, is drive through and... 

JL  And just admire the scenery. I remember in my driver's ed class, we would usually drive through 

the park. Just cause there's not alot of traffic, and its easy, pretty, you know. Of course, we were 

all teenagers, so we were like, aw we don't want to drive through the park again (laughs). 

KW   Been there already, right? 

JL   Yeah, so...  

[00:44:02]  

KW  Are there any businesses that you can think of that rely on the traffic from the park? 

JL  Oh definitely. Unfortunately, this is something I think people in Edmonson County are a little 

resentful about, is the way the park roads are situated, Cave City gets all of the traffic. Even 

though most of the park is in Edmonson County. And so when I was growing up, we would 

always go to Cave City, right outside the park. Cave City is one of those like "roadside attraction" 

places. I'm sure in the 50's and 60's it was the coolest place to go if you like kitschy stuff. And I've 

heard my aunts talk about how 31W through that area was really roadside attraction stuff. I don't 

even know the kind of stuff they would have, you know, that kind of "off the beaten path" 

Americana stuff I guess, you see in books now. 

End of transcription 

[00:58:03]  End of recording 
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(MACA_20160801_Mater01_AJT_AU_01) (MACA_20160801_Mater01_AJT_AU_02) 
(MACA_20160801_Mater01_AJT_AU_03) 
(AT) Amanda Tinch (AM) Ann Matera 
[00:00:00] 
[00:00:01] (AT): This is Amanda Tinch, it is Monday August 1st 2016, I’m here at the Horse 
Cave - City Hall with Ann Matera, and we’re gonna talk a little bit about umm - yourself. Can 
you give me some background information? 
[00:00:13] (AM): Okay, my name is Ann Chaney Matera, I was born actually in Glasgow but 
uhh…only because Oswald was there. I grew up in Horse Cave umm … and left here after high 
school and went to Texas to Philadelphia and back to Horse Cave. Umm…I…grew up…going to 
the park every Sunday. It was the place to eat… and uh apparently the place for guides to take 
little girls through on their trips. 
[00:00:52] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:00:52.9] (AM): And I would uh, my parents would want to sit on the porch and talk to 
people and one of the older guides, this is back before…really regulations…one of the older 
guides would say ‘come on in go on the historical trip with me or whatever’ and I would go with 
him, and walk along ,and listen to him, and thoroughly enjoy it, and love the love the cave, and 
love the history of it. We would go over there for church picnics down at the…mostly down at 
the park area along the river just below the mouth of the cave and uh…um..it was just used by 
local people all the time, and brung up using it the older people have. A lot of them of the older 
people I knew were umm…were people who had lived there…umm when I was uhh..six in the 
1st grade my father came to school one day and said “come on we’re going to the park they’re 
going to dedicate they’re going to dedicate the park”. And I believed um... Alvin Barkely was 
there, I don’t remember who, but I believe he was there I mean I’m six years old it didn’t mean a 
lot to me there was just a lot of people, and um... I was at the park dedication, it had been 
postponed from 41 because of the war, and umm…I was at the park dedication, 
[00:02:30] (AT): Was that in 1942? 
[00:02:32.5] (AM): 46. 
[00:02:33.4] (AT): 46. 
[00:02:34.8] (AM): And umm…I know who it was in the fall…but I’m not sure. I was also at the 
whatever anniversary that was the 50th anniversary I guess in 96 when they did it again.  
[00:02:47.5] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:02:50] (AM): (Cough)…but umm…anyway...my father had uh..helped with the purchase… 
agreements for the park and um 
[00:03:02.4] (AT): What was your father’s name? 
[00:03:05] (AM): Uh.. Boots Chaney. BT Chaney. 
[00:03:07] (AT): I’ve heard that name. 
[00:03:08] (AM): Oh. 
[00:03:09] (AT): Umm..actually I was doing some research archival research from citizen’s 
conservation core camps, and guess he had been at one of the camps, and his name was in one of 
the interviews. 
[00:03:22] (AM): Oh okay. 
[00:03:22.4] (AT): I remembered that name. 
[00:03:23] (AT): Actually, he was interviewed. 
[00:03:26] (AM): My uhh…Oh really? 
[00:03:26.5] (AT): Mhm. 
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[00:03:27.2] (AM): My…uncle was a…uh…CCC person. My father…didn’t know it if he was.. 
[00:03:37] (AT): I don’t have that paperwork with me. 
[00:03:38] (AM): His name was…his name was…CR Chaney. Char…uh Ramon Chaney. 
[00:03:43.8] (AT): Okay. 
[00:03:45.2] (AM): And…umm…Uh…Anyway dad helped with that and that’s why he thought 
it was very important for him to be at the- 
[00:03:54] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:03:54.8] (AM): And to take his family to the umm…dedication…umm…I don’t know… 
What do you want to know? 
[00:04:01.9] (AT): Well umm.. so your…Your family has been involved with the park. When 
you talk about going to the old hotel do you mean specifically the Mammoth Cave Park hotel or 
one of the older- 
[00:04:13.8] (AM): The Mammoth Cave Park Hotel. Not the real old one that burned in 1916, so 
I wasn’t there but what the…the one that was turned down in the 60s. 
[00:04:22.5] (AT): It was white yeah. 
[00:04:25] (AM): And then.. when I was…when I graduated from high school I guess was the 
first year I worked over there. I was hostess in the dining room. 
[00:04:33] (AT): Oh wow. 
[00:04:35] (AM): And umm..I worked at the old hotel and it was elegant, it was, it was uh…it 
wasn’t an elegant place to eat, it really was, and um…the people who ran it were the national 
park concessions, and specifically Garner Hanson kept it that way.  
[00:04:54.1] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:04:56] (AM): They insisted that it be that way, and umm.. 
[00:05:01] (AT): I interviewed his brother recently. 
[00:05:02.5] (AM): Yeah. And umm the one that died. 
[00:05:06] (AT): Coy? 
[00:05:07.9] (AM): Coy 
 [00:05:08.3] (AT): He passed? 
[00:05:10] (AM): Yeah, a couple weeks ago. 
[00:05:13] (AT): I didn’t know that. Okay. 
[00:05:15] (AM): I know it’s Sad, I really liked him, but uh…um… so anyway. I…Then I 
worked the first year…at the…the new hotel was open, the one that’s there now, and I remember 
having to…we always took the venue over. The night menu was typed every day, it was changed 
every day, and that was my job, one of my jobs was to take it over there before I left, so it can be 
put up in the visitor center. I remember doing that, it was a long walk, nice walk, and 
umm…umm…what else…that was when the visitor center was built, and the hotel I did the same 
thing. Then we went one week… when I married my husband in Philadelphia… umm… we the 
first year we moved down here, he got a job over there, and he was night clerk at the… at the 
hotel. 
[00:06:25] (AT): What was your husband’s or is your husband’s name? 
[00:06:27.2] (AM): Jerry Matera…  
[00:06:35] (AT): How long did you work at the hotel? 
[00:06:38] (AM): I worked in… I think it was three years. 
[00:06:40.2] (AT): Three years. 
[00:06:41] (AM): 58, 59, 60, Yeah, I think it was 3 years. 
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[00:06:52] (AT): So, you have had a long history with this area, this park area, and then the horse 
cave area. Did your family have any prior connections to the cave other than your dad? 
[00:07:02] (AM): No. 
[00:07:02.9] (AT): No? 
[00:07:03.6] (AM): No. 
[00:07:05] (AT): Okay. Umm… so tell me a little about just so that we have it on record. You’re 
presently the city clerk of Horse Cave? 
[00:07:13.5] (AM): Mhm. 
[00:07:14.2] (AT): So in looking around the room I can see that you’re involved with several 
different things. You’re (?) rotary and things like that. Are you very involved with tourism here 
in the area?  
[00:07:25] (AM): I have been in the past and one of our good friends is the tourism director 
down here the (?) down here, Sandra Wilson. 
[00:07:33.2] (AT): Sandra Wilson? 
[00:07:34] (AM): Uh huh and so if your if you’re a friend of Sandra you’re involved in tourism 
(XXX) 
[00:07:39] (AT): (XXX) 
[00:07:41.8] (AM): She’s good at that. 
[00:07:42.2] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:07:43] (AM): But …I …and I was the newspaper editor before I was city clerk from 69 to 
83, I was the local newspaper editor. 
[00:07:57.3] (AT): Wow. 
[00:07:58.5] (AM): Help them… help them promote the area. Umm…I was the…My brother 
was instrumental in…in starting it with others, and starting the Horse Cave theater that was here, 
the professional theatre, and he umm…you know we…one reason we did it, the main reason we 
did it was for local people to have theatre we didn’t have when we were growing up, and also to 
have theatre for the…for the people who came to the park…and it worked out. 
[00:08:35.4] (AT): Yeah…umm…so in regards to tourism I’m sure you’ve seen a lot change 
since the 1960s, have you seen an increase of tourism in the area or decrease? 
 [00:08:49.2] (AM): It seems like it to me but I think its…I….I….And I think part of that is 
because I see it so close up with the cave that we have here now and before the cave was closed, 
it closed in 42 and I was two years old so I don’t remember it, and but I see you know lots of 
people. 
[00:09:10] (AT): Area opened in 97 is that correct? 
[00:09:12.2] (AM): Uh huh, mhm. 
[00:09:13] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:09:14.8] (AM): Yup. 
[00:09:15] (AT): Yeah. Umm…Did theatre bring a lot of tourist into the area? 
[00:09:21.6] (AM): Uh huh…quite a few. 
[00:09:22] (AT): A lot of school groups I know that I remember coming here. 
[00:09:23.7] (AM): Mhm lot of school groups, and…people from… around the… local area, and 
then it was well received by people, and traveling… 
[00:09:38.3] (AT): Umm…so tell me a little about what tourism initiatives you’ve been a part of. 
[00:09:44.4] (AM): Oh gosh…(Breathe)… 
[00:09:50] [Printer/Fax machine interruption in audio] 
[00:09:51.7] (AM): Other than that theatre I was…um… 
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[00:09:58.5] (AT): Did you participate in the theatre? 
[00:10:00.7] (AM): Uh…I…sold…sold tickets and (XXX) Ironed and things like that. 
[00:10:8] (AT): Yeah (XXX) behind the s… 
[00:10:08.1] (AM): They wouldn’t let me on stage (XXX) 
[00:10:10.7] (AT): (XXX), but behind the scenes is just as important. 
[00:10:12.2] (AM): (XXX) Yeah right, and umm…umm…Oh I remember the days of the master 
plan and all that over at Mammoth Cave, and the…the…Job Corp coming over there, in fact 
that’s why we came back down here was before the Job Corp was here, and my husband wanted 
teach, and he liked the methods of teaching with the Job Corps used and still uses I think that 
more one on one.  
[00:10:38.5] (AT): Did your husband work for Job Corp? 
[00:10:41] (AM): No. 
[00:10:41.5] (AT): No. 
[00:10:42] (AM): He didn’t get the job (XXX). 
[00:10:43.3] (AT): Oh okay. 
[00:10:44.2] (AM): And he stayed here, and um…we stayed here…and umm he started teaching 
at a local school (Door opening/ Keys interruption) now he is, he was the editor of the paper, and 
last year he went to part time so he’s the editor (?) of the paper. Umm…but anyway I remember 
when the Great Onyx Job Corp came here, and then all the kerfuffle is Joe Biden says of when it 
moved you know from the old location which was not a good choice to begin with, because of 
the pollution, but to the new location over in Edmonson County. 
[00:11:29.2] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:11:31.4] (AM): Umm…let’s see in spite of what people think I was not here when Floyd 
Collins was trapped. 
[00:11:38] (AT): (XXX). 
[00:11:39.4] (AM): (XXX) my father was, he had a wreck out on the road. Umm…what other 
initiatives…we’ve had…uh…a lot of initiatives here I don’t know that they umm…you 
know…involved the… 
[00:11:54.2] (AT): They don’t have to we’re talking…you can talk specifically about Horse 
Cave. 
[00:11:57.7] (AM): Oh…okay…well…oh and I do remember the days of the cave wars. I 
remember those specifically because I knew a lot of those guys, and I would…you know you’d 
always…you’d see people in a uniform and think maybe we should stop you know. 
[00:12:11.3] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:12:12.7] (AM): And umm…but I knew a lot of them, and I’d wave to them, and I’d (XXX) 
[00:12:17] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:12:18.7] (AM): And uh…but the cave wars were pretty interesting. Umm… 
[00:12:25.3] (AT): Did they have a big impact on Horse Cave or was it mostly?... 
[00:12:29.4] (AM): They…it was over with Horse Cave because the cave had closed, but the 
man who owned umm…this cave also owned Hidden River…I mean Floyd Collins Crystal 
Cave, and part…and uh Mammoth Onyx Cave. 
[00:12:47.1] (AT): Okay. 
[00:12:48.4] (AM): So yes I guess it was still going you know (Door opening disturbance) but it 
still had an impact for that reason.  
[00:12:55.3] (AT): Mhm. 
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[00:12:56.1] (AM): And umm…uh…so beyond that we have you know…I’ve worked with a lot 
of umm…cant even think of what we call our festival now…Heritage festivals and we’ve had 
those since 2001 and the uh…mayor then started them up, and I worked with those nearly every 
year. Kind of ‘foofed’ out on them the last couple of years. 
[00:13:31.2] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:13:32.7] (AM): Uh…(Breathing)… 
[00:13:39] (AT): It’s okay. 
[00:13:40.3] (AM): You name it (XXX) I think I’ve done it. (XXX). 
[00:13:42.9] (AT): So, what can you tell me about the cellphone walking tour? 
[00:13:47.1] (AM):Umm…that was an idea that uh…Sandra Wilson and …umm…a couple of 
ladies in the…one from Veria…and a couple from that direction had to…because people 
couldn’t see all of the cave that it would be nice for them to be able to tour the town, and it just 
sort of…and know what was underneath, and on top be able to…you know instead of having a 
book in their hand, hear it. And umm…uh…then it just sort of mushroomed from there and we 
began to put other history of the town in it. The…this is a big area for sports and… 
[00:014:35.3] (AT): Uh huh. 
[00:14:36.4] (AM): We have two uh…umm…Harlem Globe Trotters (XXX) from their heyday 
from Horse Cave, and umm…we have some interesting characters in town, and umm…we have 
a history of music, and so it sort of incorporates all of that. 
[00:14:59.2] (AT): What are some of the things specifically you thought were important to 
include in this tour? 
[00:15:05.6] (AM): Well I thought the basketball was important. Clarence Wilson and Carl Helm 
were the two Globe Trotters, and we had a gentleman come here to be principle of Horse Cave 
Colored School that’s the name of it. Uh…the late 30s…these two men who later were Harlem 
Globe Trotters, and some of the other boys wanted to…wanted a basketball court.  
[00:15:36.4] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:15:37.2] (AM): And he flattened an area behind the school, and put up a basket, and went to 
a…an Adolph Rupp…umm…seminar on basketball like a summer camp type thing. 
[00:15:52.7] (AT): Mhm mhm. 
[00:15:54.3] (AM): And…and he uh…learned basketball. He didn’t know it, he had played a 
little football, but that was all… 
[00:15:59.7] (AT): (Door interruption/ people talking in background) Let me pause this I’m 
sorry. 
[00:16:01.1] (AM): And uh… (Door interruption/ people talking in background). 
[00:16:04.7] (AT): Do I need to pause this? (Door interruption/ people talking in background). 
[00:16:05.7] (AM): Huh? (Door interruption/ people talking in background). 
[00:16:06.3] (AT): Do I need to pause this? (Door interruption/ people talking in background). 
[00:16:7.8] (AM): Yeah you could. 
 
 
(MACA_20160801_Mater01_AJT_AU_02) 
[00:00:00.9] (AT): We’re back. 
[00:00:01.8] (AM): So we uh…he uh…learned basketball and he always said he was later my 
science teacher in the graded school when I was a senior, and he always said that…that he just 
had good…good people to try it out on, and so uh…he…his teams won four state championships 
and two national championships.  
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[00:00:25.2] (AT): Oh wow. Wow. 
[00:00:27.2] (AM): And uh…several of them uh…got full scholarships at uh…Texas A&I, 
Tennessee A&I which is now Tennessee State in Nashville, and played there. So uh…you know 
we were really proud of that and him. Later on he…he was instrumental in umm…helping to 
integrate the schools. We integrated in 57 after the 54-court decision. 
[00:01:00.9] (AT): Brown uh huh. 
[00:01:01.7] (AM): And we’re one of the fir…early…earlier ones… 
[00:01:03.9] (AT): For this area, yeah. 
[00:01:05.2] (AM): In Kentucky and also one of the few that did it from…uh…first to twelfth 
grade with no trouble…no sit-ins, protests, or whatever. They did an extensive system of 
training, trying to educate both schools that were in existence about what the other school was. 
We went into a school that was brand new it didn’t belong to anybody. So you couldn’t say ‘this 
is my school, what are you doing here’ that sort of thing you know. And then Professor Thomas 
was just…he was just marvelous. 
 [00:01:49.1] (AT): This gentleman that was the… 
[00:01:51.5] (AM): That’s the yeah… 
[00:01:52.1] (AT): What was his name? 
[00:01:53] (AM): His name was Newton Thomas. 
[00:01:54.4] (AT): Newton Thomas I just want to make sure… 
[00:01:56.1] (AM): Professor Thomas. 
[00:01:57.2] (AT): Alright. 
[00:01:59.4] (AM): He taught science. He had a masters degree in science and that’s what he 
loved to teach. 
[00:02:04.1] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:02:06.3] (AM): He was super, but anyway he helped integrate…the schools…and as far as I 
know never seen the proof…but far as I know he was the first black teacher to teach in an 
integrated school in Kentucky. Umm…that’s on the first…the first cell phone tour board. 
We…we had our own little cave war type thing and that’s on another one that the owner of 
the…of what used to be the Owens Hotel over in that big area over there. 
[00:02:54.1] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:02:56] (AT): (Cough) and the down there at the cave we’re at odds, all the time, fighting all 
the time, one stabbed the other on main street. 
[00:03:07.3] (AT): Oh my gosh (XXX). 
[00:03:08.2] (AM): (XXX). They were at it all the time. The hotel owner, when 31W came 
through here in 1935 it cut our down town park in half and the half on the…West side…East side 
of 31W was sold to the…well not sold it was leased by the railroad who owned the park to the 
owner of the hotel. And uh…he put up a service station in one building over there , the building 
that’s cash express now was the service station, and he told the operator of the service station just 
to cut a hole in the floor and drill it down to the cave, and just change oil whatever he wanted to 
do, and there was a huge law suit over all that he was trying to get back at the guy with the cave 
owner, and there was a huge law suit over it and the courts determined that yes he could do that 
because when you bought land you bought it you owned it all the way to the center of the 
earth…and uh…so that closed the…essentially closed the cave. Umm…what are some of 
the…that’s one of the boards…but it tells all this and different mem…different people in town 
talked about this. We talked about the black experience in Mammoth Cave I don’t know…that 
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was kind of…kind of in conjunction with the basketball things, and umm…we uh…so Mr. 
Bradford whose a guide over at Mammoth Cave now. 
[00:05:07.8] (AT): Mhm Jerry. 
[00:05:08.2] (AM): Jerry yeah, Bransford I mean. He uh…came over and did that voice for us, 
and told us about his relatives…and we went on with basketball because later on we had uh…a 
basketball player who…umm…chosen 1st in the draft by the Boston Celtics, he played with them 
for several years. Clarence Glover. 
[00:05:29.8] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:05:36.3] (AM): So that’s on one of them. (XXX). 
[00:05:38.2] (AT): So is there a large black population in this area? 
[00:05:42.7] (AM): Yeah, we’re about 15%. 
[00:05:44.5] (AT): 15% that’s large for a town of this size. 
[00:05:48.8] (AM): Yeah. 
[00:05:49.2] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:05:51.4] (AM): Its just uh…this has always been a center for black population. There no 
other populations that big in other towns in Hart County expect maybe Rowletts in its not an 
incorporated city. Its up here North of town. 
[00:06:14.2] (AT): But there not…slavery…there was not a lot of slaves in this area isn’t that 
correct because of the…there wasn’t a lot of big agriculture complex here. 
[00:06:22.8] (AM): No, it was, there were slaves but just a few. Umm…I understand that there 
been…West of town on the old 31W there’s a knob up there that’s kind of flat up top that was a 
center for freed slaves to come because they had nowhere to go.  
[00:06:51] (AT): Do you know the name of this knob? 
[00:06:53.3] (AM): No, I have no idea what the name of it is, and I’ve never gotten to go up 
there.  
[00:06:59.9] (AT): Do you think that’s what accounts for the…like the bigger demographic. 
[00:07:05.8] (AM): Probably yeah… 
[00:07:15.4] (AT): So it seems like this town in that regard has had pretty good relations to race. 
[00:07:24.8] (AM): Yeah, you know we’ve had our differences, but (XXX) mostly they haven’t 
been based on race, they’ve been based on other things… 
[00:07:37.7] (AT): Umm…so that’s interesting. Ill look more into that. Umm…what was I gonna 
say? What are some of the other tourism spots, stops on the thing. We’ve got cave, cave wars, 
hotels, basketball, and race. 
[00:08:02.6] (AM): There’s the Civil War, the battlefield, I guess Coney told you about far as 
bumper bills concerned, but on that…there was the battle of Rowletts did she tell you about that?  
[00:08:16.3] (AT): No ma’am. 
[00:08:17.2] (AM): That was the year…that was in 61 I believe, the battle of Munfordville is 62, 
and it was…there’s a monument up there now it was fought on the confederate side by Texas 
troops, and they…there’s a monument put up by the Texas Historical Society just over the hill 
past Rowletts on 31W. Uh then down here there’s uh… there’s a monument to a confederate 
soldier. Umm…at the time the gentlemen put it up it was unknown, but later on they found out 
they didn’t really know who it was, and the remains had been taken back to wherever he was 
from, but anyway it’s still there. We get quite a few calls about it and people wanting to see it. Its 
outside of town about a mile.  
[00:09:24.3] (AT): So Rowletts has…road that connects Munfordville… 
[00:09:28.9] (AM): Munfordville and Horse Cave. 
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[00:09:30] (AT): I think I passed by that, so out there’s, I passed by a historical marker, and I 
assumed it was the battlefield, because… 
[00:09:37.8] (AM): Well there two battles there. The first one was just over the bridge, over the 
Green River bridge at the top of the hill, and you turn right and the battle…the big battle 
Munfordville was up there. Then on down the hill about a mile or three quarters of a mile was 
the Battle of Rowletts, and that was the year before, and it was…the monument to it is just 
off…if you’re coming South its off to the right. 
[00:10:03.9] (AT): I noticed there’s like a house out there that’s kind of not in… 
[00:10:11] (AM): The Woodson House? 
[00:10:11.7] (AT): Is that what that is? 
[00:10:12.4] (AM): Yeah there is a wooden, Woodson house out there that was there during the 
Battle of Munfordville.  
[00:10:20.9] (AT): I didn’t know if it was something that was there and protected because it 
looks like its kind of been grown over, but I didn’t know, maybe we’re not talking about the 
same thing. 
[00:10:31] (AM): This one has a large one. 
[00:10:32.4] (AT): No, this is a small home that looked like it was more recent. 
[00:10:36.6] (AM): That’s the one on down right on the road. 
[00:10:40.2] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:10:41.9] (AM): Just before you get to where the Rowletts Battle was, and that’s much later 
than the Civil War. 
[00:10:48.1] (AT): I just looked there was a historical marker out there I didn’t know. All right 
so there’s a lot of rich history here, what do you think is the one thing that people should focus 
the most on in regards to history and tourism here when promoting that? 
[00:11:05.6] (AM): We just do it all (XXX). We just promote it all. We were very lucky that the 
rest areas on I65 were built in Hart County, and that Sandra came on board as tourism director 
about that time, and she’s done an excellent job at just promoting the whole area with the video, 
still pictures, and staffing it. 7 days a week in the…summer time. 
[00:11:45.3] (AT): That provides employment for the locals I’m assuming. 
[00:11:49.6] (AM): It does. She insists they know what they’re talking about and she takes them 
all up 31W from the Ohio River to the Tennessee border showing them the…tourism sites…so 
when somebody comes in and says where do I start the bourbon trail or something like that 
they’ll know it.  
[00:12:16] (AT): That’s great. What is the one initiative…or let’s just say this you’ve done a lot 
to promote this town. What’s the one thing you’re most proud of in regards to promoting this 
town? 
[00:12:34.9] (AM): I think probably the purchasing the Thomas House and the Thomas property 
that he was the owner of the cave. Umm…doing the downtown street scape. I feel like I had a lot 
to do with that. 
[00:12:55.4] (AT): Where is this located? 
[00:12:56.8] (AM): The Thomas House is right on Main street, umm… course the theatre was 
the… (XXX) but its not there anymore. 
[00:13:03.6] (AT): Yeah, well that can still count- 
[00:13:08.2] (AM): Okay the theatre was my proudest thing because it just ….it just did wonders 
for so many children. Oh gosh you know I would just sit back when I go over there and see 15 
school buses in the parking lot from 15 different school districts, and know they were all inside 
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watching our production of Macbeth. You know it just almost made me cry (XXX). You know 
because that just what we intended. You know when we start- 
[00:13:38] (AT): How long was that here? 
 [00:13:39.5] (AM): It was here for 30 years. 
[00:13:44.1] (AT): Is the building still standing? 
[00:13:45] (AM): Yes. It’s a church now, and there planning on doing some 
theatre…Umm…they’ve just been in it for a couple weeks the church has, but I was talking to 
one of the members today and said they’re still planning on doing some theatre in there for 
children into start with, and then maybe adult. 
[00:14:15] (AT): There seems to be an art focus in this community in regards to like the music at 
the bookstore, and the theatre is there is any one particular thing that causes that or do you think 
it’s just? –  
[00:14:29.7] (AM): The music is…is…mainly because they have fosters here. The executive 
director of the museum (Can you get that Annette/ Phone notification) umm…he’s a master of 
bluegrass and folk music, and has friends everywhere, and he does the music for our heritage 
festival, he got the Jamming on the Porch started, we used to have it at the Thomas House on the 
porch…it was actually ion the porch at 6 at night. People could bring lawn chairs over there and 
sit. It just got easier to have it at the bookstore. 
[00:15:14.4] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:15:14.9] (AM): And umm…so that’s…and as far as arts goes it just that the people 
been…who’ve settled here you know…some of them are lifetime art countians and some of them 
have just come in. I don’t really know what has brought…but we like it. Umm…we have an arts 
studio…the Sam’s Art Studio and framing shop up here on Main street, and he’s uh…his 
wife…Mrs. Jennifer is a teacher an art teacher in the schools. (?) an he’s an artist and a rockatree 
person, and that’s. she’s had, they’ve both had, they’re both artists, and they’ve both had 
uh…painting classes. People just love those you know…where they can do something and walk 
home with it at the end of it (XXX)…We just have pulled artists who have been here for a long 
time some of them, and pulled them out of the wood work, and said ‘here we’ll furnish you place 
to sell…little furniture place to work…and umm…they come. 
[00:16:44.6] (AT): That’s fantastic. Umm also there’s a yoga studio up there as well, is that 
affiliated with the art gallery? 
[00:16:51.3] (AM): Uh no…she’s an independent. She’s been teaching yoga here for years and 
she’s always happening downtown, and wanting to be a part of it. 
 [00:17:01.9] (AT): That’s fantastic. Even in my…since my childhood I remember coming here 
for plays and things, and it seems like this town has changed a lot in the past 20 years I guess. 
[00:17:12.7] (AM): Well…you know it comes and goes…like you know…15 years ago we had 
every store on Main street filled with a business a retail business of some kind, and its changed 
now to where it’s mostly art. We have a bed and breakfast coming up where the bakery was next 
to the bookstore. Umm…the bookstore has been our 1 anchor you know (XXX). 
[00:17:42.6] (AT): Yeah it’s an interesting place I was in there earlier today. 
[00:17:45.7] (AM): Good. 
[00:17:47.5] (AT): Umm…what was I gonna say? So, do you think having Mammoth Cave in 
close proximity bring visitors here or do you think-  
[00:17:57] (AM): Mhm, yes it does, and Mammoth Cave’s attitude has changed too. There was a 
time 20 years ago when there…there wasn’t any outside promotion allowed in the visitor center. 
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Now we have a Hart County…the Horse Cave Hart County tourism has a booth in the…that they 
man just like they man the one out at…at the…toilets as I call it. 
 [00:18:28.1] (AT): The rest area? 
[00:18:29.2] (AM): (XXX) At the rest area. 
[00:18:31.9] (AT): That’s amazing that’s fantastic. 
[00:18:32.9] (AM): And so they let us you know…promote out there just like we promote on the 
highway, and we’ve had bunches of people, and there’s been more cooperation between the park 
and the towns so forth that umm…the towns tend to…as long as the information comes to use 
we’ll get it out you know about the park. There was a time when we never got any information at 
all, the phone numbers not even in our phone book. 
 [00:19:07.5] (AT): Yeah. 
[00:19:08.6] (AM): (XXX) So. 
[00:19:12.3] (AT): That’s a good change right there. 
[00:19:13.4] (AM): Yeah that is good…it’s a good…the superintendent is a local girl she 
graduated from Caverna. No longer a girl (XXX), oh I better not say that, Sara might not like it. 
[00:19:29.7] (AT): Well I think she’s been promoted to regional superintendent. 
[00:19:33.5] (AM): Oh wow, that’s great. 
[00:19:34.3] (AT): Mhm. 
[00:19:37.5] (AM): I hadn’t heard that.  
[00:19:43.1] (AT): Well. 
[00:19:44.2] (AM): That gets her back where her husband is anyway they’ve never ever 
lived…since they’ve been married…they’ve never lived in the same place…he’s been…he was 
superintendent 2 time zones away when she was at Death Valley (XXX). Then they came here 
and he was at Atlanta, and she was here so this gets her to Atlanta to the – at least in the same 
time. 
[00:20:09.5] (AT): Yeah…umm…what are some other things you think its important for this 
project to focus on that we maybe not have talked about, or focused on? 
[00:20:17.5] (AM): Okay your main thing is to find-  
[00:20:20.1] (AT): We’re just talking about- 
[00:20:20.8] (AM): Find the connections between- 
[00:20:21.6] (AT): Well not just that but also just document these local places, because like you 
said the relationship between the cave and the local areas. 
[00:20:31.5] (AM): Mhm. Well… I don’t know haven’t thought about it. 
[00:20:38.9] (AT): That’s okay (XXX). 
[00:20:39.5] (AM): (XXX). 
[00:20:42.7] (AT): What are some other things you wished we had talked about in this interview 
that maybe I haven’t mentioned? 
[00:20:54.4] (AM): Hmm…I can’t really think of anything. 
[00:20:55.5] (AT): Mmm…okay. Are there any other people you think we should talk to? 
[00:21:02.1] (AM): Well if you talk to Coney you need to talk to Sandra. Have you talked to 
SANDRA? 
[00:21:05.6] (AT): Somebody has. 
[00:21:07.5] (AM): Somebody has? Okay good. Umm…my brother over at the bookstores. 
[00:21:14.5] (AT): Oh is that your brother? 
[00:21:15.2] (AM): Yeah, Tom Chaney. He’s a good one to talk to. 
[00:21:21.7] (AT): Does he have glasses and he works there? 
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[00:21:23.6] (AM): Yes, an older gentleman. 
[00:21:26] (AT): Oh okay, I saw him today. 
[00:21:29.7] (AM): Yeah, he was up there I’m sure, because I took him his lunch before I came 
here. One thing that made me late. Umm… 
[00:21:39.6] (AT): Mhm. Yeah. 
[00:21:40.3] (AM): Let me think who else. Uh mm…there’s some members of the Collins family 
still living here. I don’t know if anions interviewed them or not 
[00:22:00.5] (AT): I don’t think so. 
[00:22:05.5] (AM): Donny Collins and his wife who is actually from Michigan, but knows a lot 
about the family histories’, her name is Carol. 
[00:22:16.8] (AT): Is Floyd from Hart County, or was he? – 
[00:22:19] (AM): Yes, because the caves in Hart County, the Crystal Cave is Hart County…he 
was born and grew up out there at the cave. 
[00:22:29.3] (AT): That’s what I thought. I just didn’t know it was the same cave. 
[00:22:31.5] (AM): And umm…as my aunt…from Cave City would say ‘he was…they were 
white common folk is the way she would put it’ (XXX). They were just down to earth you 
know…never rarely come to town type thing…self sufficient farmers, and it was hard farming 
because that’s rocky country out there. Then he found the cave, then he was the, his tombstone 
says ‘the world’s greatest cave explorer’ and my cousin Bill Austin who- 
[00:23:12.5] (AT): I’ve heard that name. 
[00:23:13.4] (AM): Who uh…he’s dead now…but anyway he was a cave explorer also, and he 
was the grandson of the man who owned the cave here. Umm…he said he had to of been 
because in all the cave exploring that Bill did with the Caver Search Foundation and alone. He 
never went anywhere in Crystal Cave that there wasn’t some evidence of Floyd having been 
there. No passage, passages where you really shouldn’t have gone by yourself. You know 
through water and stuff like that, where you really shouldn’t have gone by yourself, but still 
there’d be evidence that Floyd had been there. Umm… 
(MACA_20160801_Mater01_AJT_AU_03) 
[00:00:10.2] (AM): Umm…Park City. I’m terrible at names. Oh, he was a ranger at Mammoth 
Cave surely, they have.  
[00:00:20.2] (AT): Oh…not Houchin’s…what was that guy’s name…I can’t think of his name 
right now…but it might be the same person… 
[00:00:36.6] (AM): (Talking to someone). 
[00:00:53.4] (AT): Alright, is there anything else you’d like to add before? -  
[00:00:55] (AM): I can’t think of anything right now. 
[00:00:59.2] (AT): Okay I’m sorry, I don’t want it to make you feel like I’m rushing you, I just 
know you got stuff you need to do. 
[00:01:01.5] (AM): Yeah. 
[00:01:03.1] (AT): Well thank you so much for your time. 
[00:01:05] (AM): Sure thing. 
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[0:00] 

CC: I am Claire Casey here with Ranger Johnny Merideth and Charlotte [Brindley] and we’re 
going to talk about Mammoth Cave and your experiences and all the knowledge that I am sure 
you have to share with us about the park. So, just to get some background, can you tell us when 
you started working at Mammoth Cave?
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JM: I started working at Mammoth Cave on June the 10th, 1996. 

CC: And did you have any connections to the park before you started working here? 
 

JM: Uh... I'd come to Mammoth Cave a lot as a child, my parents brought me over a lot. I had 
a great-uncle that drove one of the buses that was here and so it was nice he would get us 
tickets to go into the cave and do things. Kind of looking back I was kind of fortunate because 
I got to do things that you know typically we don't do anymore. Like got to see people doing 
torches in the cave and ridden the Echo River boat tour in the cave so you know I have a lot of 
very fond memories of coming over as a child. 

And of course we took a class field trip over here to Mammoth Cave, so those were connections 
I had that I knew about before I started working here. So I guess from the third grade on I 
really… I guess if you're considering a career there’s, if you think of that in the third grade, then 
it seemed like I wanted to grow up to be a park ranger. I mean, this is the main thing that I had 
often thought about wanting to do. 

CC: And you said connections that you knew about, were there things that you learned 
afterward? 

JM: Yeah. Yeah, quite a bit. After I got hired and started working here then my family said “Oh 
yeah, you know you had a great-grandad that used to clean some of the stairs there at the new 
entrance” which I thought was cool. And if that was mentioned beforehand, I really don't recall, 
but nonetheless I thought that was cool. And I had another great-grandfather who was the last 
pastor at the Mammoth Cave Church that still stands out here on Flint Ridge Road, so I thought 
that was cool. And just makes you feel more connected to the place. 

And as I worked here there was a woman named Joy Lyons, who was my supervisor, and she 
was very good about providing opportunity for staff to grow and do things they haven't done 
before. One thing that she let me do was help coordinate a genealogy workshop that we used to 
have fairly regularly. It was over in Brownsville and this was going to be about fifteen, sixteen 
years ago I guess. 

And at the conclusion of the first evening, this gentleman [later identified as Mikel Meredith] 
came up and we were talking about various local families of the area and he said "Are your 
parents such-and-such and such-and-such?" And I said, "Yes they are." And he goes through 
this book, "Are your grandparents these people?" And I went "Yes they are." And so this guy 
gave me this book called The Ancestors of Johnny Merideth. Which was me. Which was like 
“Wow! This is cool!” Because here is this guy who has probably spent years and years and 
years of this relentless genealogy pursuance of trying to find all this stuff, and I basically had it 
just given to me. It was like a really wonderful 
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gift for somebody to just hand over all that data and all that work, I really didn't have to do 
anything, it was just handed to me. 

And so I had this book and Joy was like “Well let me see that book.” So she's looking through 
and she's getting way in the back in the book, like people born in the seventeen hundreds. And 
she goes like "you're related to this guy?" I was like "Apparently I am." And she said "Do you 
know who this is?” And I'm like "I've not really heard of that person." And it turns to find out 
that the gentleman she found in there was my great- great-great-great-great-grandfather who in 
the mid-eighteen-thirties, along with another gentleman, leased out Mammoth Cave and 
charged people a dollar a head to come and see it. So that was just mind blowing. You know, I 
knew I had a great-grandparents connection, but to find out that you go back that many 
generations, seven, eight generations, is just like (XXX) a big, a big, uh, a big moment I guess. 
You're more connected to this place than you realize. 

[5:00] It didn't stop there, so once I found out it was there and I realized that okay, that's this 
person then my great-great-great-great-great-uncles, they were guides at Mammoth Cave. And 
I was starting to figure out all these other connections. Okay there's my mom's family then I 
realized my Dad had a whole other set of family, of people that lived in the park, so I've got 
you know great-great-grandparents who lived here before it was, while it was still private 
property, before it became public land. 

I've been able to travel to those home places and see, you know where— I mean, who could do 
that? To go where your great-grand, great-great-grandparents’ cabin stood and stand there. It's 
part of my story. So this isn't just a place to work, this is a part of who I am and where I've 
come from. And I have driven past graves and I've seen these graves many times and you 
know that's my whoever. And as I keep searching and looking, that the ties that I have here are 
far deeper and far greater than any that I knew. 

So early on I would say my attraction to here was the cave and just seeing how big it was and 
just kind of entranced with the natural wonder of it all, but over time I think that it's a lot 
shifted. Not that I don't appreciate the cave anymore, but when I go in the cave I'm not looking 
and like "Wow, this is big" or "Wow, look at this formation" it’s more like "That’s a really old 
signature, I wonder who that is, who is this person." So it's really opened up a whole new world 
of not just my family but people through the years that have come through the cave and it's kind 
of cool to be able to see these names and to research different aspects of Mammoth Cave and 
the people that were here and find out more about them. 

It's really the human story and then come inside the park and you— people come here for the 
cave but to me there's 53,000 acres that are just as captivating, that are just full of  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 779 

dozens and dozens of stories of people who lived and struggled and survived through it all and 
called it home. And to find out that part of that is yours is pretty great. 

So yeah I've certainly found out I have much deeper connections here since I've worked here. 
And these are things that my parents or grandparents didn't know so what was really cool is a 
year or two ago I was able to take my grandad to his great-great-great- grandad's grave and 
have his picture made [unclear]. Who can— stuff I would have never have known and stuff 
that he didn't know, stuff that wasn't passed on as much I guess. But it was kind of cool to find 
those connections, those discoveries, about this place, and how you're connected to them. 

CC: Yeah, that is absolutely amazing. 
 

JM: Yeah it was a pretty unique, I guess, journey and one that keeps going as you continue to 
explore different aspects of the place. 

CC: Do you remember the gentleman's name who triggered all of that? 

 
JM: The gentleman's name was Robinson Shackleford, is who that was. So it would be in the 
mid-eighteen-thirties and he had one son named Oliver Shackleford who was one of the few 
who could really read and write and he taught school. And he was born in 1828 and he lived 
until 1923. So he was almost one hundred years old. And his mind was very, very good all the 
way up into his nineties and so in the late nineteen-teens early nineteen-twenties, he wrote a 
paper about the experiences of his life. And he talks about his family and what they did, the 
managers of Mammoth Cave, and things that they did, and what they charged, and any 
improvements that were made. 

And I guess the part that struck me was that we talk a lot about Stephen Bishop, probably the 
most famous guide, I think, unquestionably of Mammoth Cave's history; the slave that came in 
who crossed the bottomless pit, discovered just countless miles of Mammoth Cave, and really 
probably opened up the golden age of Mammoth Cave of exploration, but you know you read 
Oliver's paper he talks about how his brother, Joe, and this other gentleman kind of show 
Stephen and some of these other slaves the routes. And it's like wow, that is cool that your 
history predates even what you consider some of the earliest guides of Mammoth Cave. And to 
know that your family had a part in that is just kind of good stuff. 

[9:55] But yeah, Robinson Shackleford was the, I guess the stepping stone for discovering 
a whole host of others. So literally, I can go over the river and through the woods (XXX) and 
man I can be right at grandma's house! And different grandmothers, great- grandmothers, 
great-great, whatever the case may be. 

CC: Can you tell us a little bit more about the church as well? 
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JM: Well, the Mammoth Cave Baptist Church, there is a deed I found in the Brownsville 
courthouse where Oliver Shackleford had an acre of ground that was signed for the 
establishment of a Baptist church. It was out Flint Ridge Road, it was there for quite some time, 
but there was a pretty bad storm or tornado or something that destroyed the original structure. 
And then the other church, the church that's there now, was rebuilt in just a little different 
location kind of also basically on the other side of the graveyard now. That church is still 
standing. It's no longer active, but it continued to be active even after the park service acquired 
the land. And my great-grandad was actually the pastor there up until the nineteen-seventies. So 
he was the last pastor of the church itself. 

But there haven't really been regular meetings or services for anything there anymore. There 
have been a revival or two held there I think since in the past few years or so. So that church 
and then the Joppa Church and the Good Spring Church are basically three of the pre-park 
structures that are still standing. There are very, very few pre-park structures from those days 
when the community was still here that are still around. And the Joppa Church and the Good 
Spring Church, they have annual homecomings so a lot of the descendants or relatives or in 
some cases, although they are steadily getting smaller, people who used to live here come back 
to where they once were, just seeing their friends and family once again. 

CC: So some of these congregations still exist in some way? 
JM: In some way, yeah, certainly. As I say, as time marches on, those original people who were 
here, their numbers dwindle but their descendants kind of their children, their grandchildren, 
pick up the mantle and keep going. There's certainly… there seems to be a very strong tie 
between people and these places. Not just the churches, but the cemeteries. There’s dozens and 
dozens and dozens of cemeteries all over the park. There were six hundred families or so that 
used to live here, so there are hundreds of families or thousands of people who lived within 
these 53,000 acres. 

So yeah there are a lot of deep ties to the cemeteries and the graveyards, and fortunately I have 
been able to talk to some of those people who were once here. That's one thing, not the one 
thing, but one big thing that I think really bothered them is that when their houses were being 
purchased, to them it wasn't just giving up a house, they were giving up a home. Which is a 
very different thing. But those graveyards, it's like some of them, I've heard them say they kind 
of felt like they were just selling their dead and there’s really no price they could have put on 
that. 

So you hear during the early reunions when people get back together, heard one gentleman talk 
about [unclear] I remember some old sisters who were just up there and they are just arm and 
arm as they're crying as they go back home. You can't exactly like it was anyway, but what's 
kind of cool is in some ways you can. I mean you can't go 
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back and things can't be the way that they were, but you can go back and see that place just like 
I was at my great-great-grandparents place and I'm still there and the big pile of rocks where 
the chimney used to be and see the view that they had and there’s their well and it’s not paved 
over or a parking lot. It is still there. And it's kind of great that you can go back and see those 
places even though— and that’s for me, but again I don't remember those places as they were. 
And those folks did. It would be like if somebody were to take my home today and tore it apart 
took it down, if I went back to the land I'm sure I would feel a deep tie to it but it wouldn't be 
the same whereas time stands generations down the road great-great-grandkids could come and 
be like "Wow, this is where great-great-grandad was." So, but yeah, there are still strong ties to 
those churches, to the cemeteries, and a lot to the land itself. 
 

[15:10] 
 
CC: Are there any particular community members that are still involved either with the 
churches or maybe doing research on the cemeteries or anything? 

JM: There are I think a lot of people that— a lot of the churches have kind of— (XXX) (a lot of 
the churches) all three of them kind of have a representative for that church. And so 
occasionally you'll have someone who wants to get married in one so the park says these folks 
want to get married and they say okay. I don't think I've ever known them to refuse so yeah 
they'll come in and folks will get married there. 

And sometimes they have burials, because you can still be buried in the park if you have family 
that is here. You can be buried at the church cemeteries or some of the cemeteries that are right 
along the road. Not necessarily the ones that will be three miles back in the woods and there's 
no really good way to get to them, but yeah through the church cemeteries or some of the other 
local ones like Little Hope Cemetery, Locust Grove, [Unclear] Cemetery, you know the ones 
that are right there next to the road and are accessible. Yeah folks can still be buried in those 
locations. So there are people that are still affiliated with those churches that help if there's 
maintenance issues or maybe the graveyard needs some work, you know we need to level out 
some of these graves, whatever, there's some involvement with that. 

And at least with the Good Spring Church that's kind of stayed within one particular family. 
The last pastor there, he just passed away in 2009. He was I think ninety-six. And a good, 
good, good old man. And his grandson has kind of taken over the homecoming services for 
there. And then that man's, that pastor's son, the original pastor's son, is kind of the contact 
person I guess you could say for that church. So yeah there are still families that are still 
involved with those churches in some form or fashion. 
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CC: So with all these new revelations and all this stuff that you're learning about, your 
connections with the park, has that changing how you use the park in your free time? 

JM: Yeah. I think so. Um... I find myself wanting to go to some of these other cemeteries and 
other places like, for instance, going to your, going to my great-great-grandparents place, I did 
that on an off day. I don't really come out to (XXX) honestly, really on my of f days I 
never really come out to the park. Like, I'm there, I go through the cave quite a bit. The only 
time I would really come back out to the cave, if it were an off day, were for an after-hours tour. 
Sometimes we have that, we get to go to sections of the cave that aren't open to the public or 
used to be and aren't anymore and things of that sort. So I would come back out for something 
like that. But as far as just it purely being my off day, I never really showed up, but that seems 
to have changed I think over the years. 

And I don't get to go as much as I like because I don't have as much free time as I'd like, but 
certainly its more about coming out and seeing places like that and making just more personal 
connections. Which is what the parks are for, they're for people to make their own connections. 
Mine happens to be rooted in family that was here. Whereas others, their connections are just 
drifting in solitude on the Green River on a spring day and the herons flying and the call of the 
crow in the distance and just being stopped along the gravel bar, the sand bar, just kind of kick 
back and have a sandwich and a coke and be back on it again. And that's their connection, so 
everybody finds their own relevance, I guess you could say, in the park. And that's particularly 
mine and it's certainly shaped how I view the park and how I enjoy the park I guess you could 
say now. 

CC: Find your park, right? [referencing the NPS centennial slogan] 
JM: Yeah, I found it or it found me or something. Maybe it was a combination of both, maybe 
we were looking for each other, but either way it is. 

[20:00] 
CC: Do you have any favorite stories about even your experiences here? 

JM: Favorite stories... I'm really bad at these questions because I'm sure I do. I've got great 
stories that are just "Wow, that's really cool" or "That was very funny." (XXX) Um... Man, I'm 
really terrible at this. 

I, probably, I think one of my best memories of a story is certainly that night at that genealogy 
thing. And I just never really realized how special that that was. So he was able to just do a 
name search and print it off and then here I am and I really have a leg up at a really young age 
on all this genealogy. 

You know, going to uh… I don't know, I enjoy taking people to places that are meaningful to 
them and maybe they haven't seen it before or maybe they’ve wanted to 
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see it and haven't been able to whether it’s a cemetery or some place in the cave. It's always 
very rewarding to know that you're doing something somebody else appreciates so much. As 
far as any one specific story, (XXX) I would probably need some more time, I'll have to think 
about that one. (XXX) 

CC: That is fair. (XXX) Are there, kind of switching gears a little bit here to what you've seen 
of other people using the park, are there a lot of amateur geologists that come out? 

JM: We get a lot of... I guess you would say amateur genealogists here. I think probably one of 
the most commonly asked questions we get is somebody walks up to the information desk: "I 
had a great-great-great-grandparent that lived here" or "I'm looking for this cemetery" or 
"Where is that?" And they’re like "Can you help this person out." And sometimes I can like 
"Yes. Here’s this cemetery, here's this" and they’ll say “We’re looking— or I’ll just say “What 
is their name?” and they'll tell me their names and “We just want to know where they're 
buried.” 

Well, I mean, that can be a tough order, but the park has really done a lot over the past few 
years in cemetery work. We've got a large binder we've had for years available to look up 
names and I can find a name and tell you what cemetery it’s in. If, if the headstone has been 
inscribed. So many of them are field stones or chunks of just sandstone just sitting out there so 
you just don't know who is there. For the ones that have been inscribed, we can look those up. 

An archaeological group from the region was up and they've gotten kind of these photographs 
of the cemeteries from above and they've got everything linked in GIS so you can type in a 
name and it'll click up with the headstone [unclear word] here and you can click on and it'll 
show a picture of it. So for people who can't hike a mile or two to the cemetery, and even 
though the cemetery might be over grown, we can still get pictures of the stones, we can still 
make those available for people. 

So for genealogists, that's really big. And I mean there's a group, I'm sure you folks are familiar 
with this, there's a website "Find a Grave" and then there's— and that’s huge and people are all 
over that. There are thousands and thousands of people that are going around taking pictures 
because we all have these ties to where we came from. So the park has done, I think, a really 
great job here in the past few years of trying to make that more accessible. 

And the past couple of years we've been able to get some of these kind of bigger cemeteries 
cleaned up. And I think one of the best success stories is we had this cemetery called the 
Holton Cemetery. And it had this beautiful rock wall that was built around certain sections of 
the grave, just beautiful stone work. And there's a gentleman buried there named Archibald 
Miller who was one of the earliest managers here at Mammoth Cave and some may argue the 
first guide and if he wasn't the first guide 
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 (XXX) then he was the first guide delegating to who was going to take people in. Anyway, he 
was a very, very early prominent figure for Mammoth Cave but you know these walls they 
have all collapsed in and very over grown. 

[25:00] So with the centennial coming up, the celebration of one hundred years of the park 
service and two hundred years of us giving cave tours, we really liked to get that done. And I 
know some of the descendants of those families wanted to see that done, too. And we were able 
to get it cleaned up, but these rock walls were… it's not something you just haphazardly put 
back up, there’s a certain method and a way that it was done and a correct way that it needs to 
be done to keep it historically accurate and to preserve what was there and that's what we want 
to do as the park service. So it was in a project list maybe five years out and it's like we have to 
wait a half decade to see if there’s funding available to make this happen. 

And it turns out that there's this stonework conservancy group that was going to put on a 
workshop here and said “Well, what can we do?” And they saw that cemetery and were like 
(XXX) "We look no further! This place is where we haven't done, so this is the place." So they 
were able to go out there and they redid those stone walls, the cemetery was cleaned up. And I 
was able to take pictures of that cemetery and I posted them online because there is a website 
where people who had family that lived here, ancestors or they themselves, they’re members of 
this site so that's how much people are tied. 

People all over the country are members of this website and I posted them on there and people 
are sending me emails like "I just can't believe it, I can't believe this is happening" because 
they knew how dilapidated everything was and how rough it was. Just like "I'm crying right 
now, I'm crying because how wonderful this looks, I can't believe this has been done." So 
again, that's very rewarding. 

So the genealogists, they come here. I think we have a lot of good resources. We have 
fortunately a constituency of people outside of the park that have a huge knowledge base of the 
area. 

One other, you're talking about my favorite stories, as far as a visitor goes, these folks came in 
to the Visitor Center earlier this spring I believe. And they're last name was Demonbreun, and 
they asked me if I had any information about it, about their family, and things of that sort. And 
I said, “Well, I have some, were you aware that there was a 

A. A. Demonbreun?” And they said yes and they told me what A. A. stood for and I said, "Did 
you know he had a store right over there about where that camp store sits?" And they went, 
"No, we did not know that." And I said, “How long are you folks going to be here?” and they 
said, "Well, we'll be here for a little bit." And I said, "Well if you give me about forty-five 
minutes to an hour, come back here, I'll have some stuff for you." 
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So they came back and I had pictures of the Demonbreun store; the interior, the exterior, and 
had pictures of the different members of the Demonbreun family. These were all images that I 
was able to acquire that either we already had or that some of the folks had posted on the 
Mammoth Cave family website. And these folks were just, just blown away like, "Wow, we 
have never seen this picture before, didn't even know this existed." And they were big 
genealogists, and they have a monthly family newsletter and they were just so ecstatic to see 
this. And they were telling me about some of their ancestors and where they were buried. And I 
said, “Well, if I get a change to get out to that cemetery, I've never been, I'll try to take a picture 
of that grave for you.” Like “okay.” And so these folks were so appreciative and so happy. And 
I was feeling really good about being able to help them out because I know what that’s like 
when you get to make that kind of connection. 

And so to this day they still send me their family newsletter every month and it's very 
interesting reading. And I still have a correspondence with them. Just gave them some photos 
that they had not had before, so it just kind of give and take and share. This is, you know, a lot 
of times when people are mapping a cave it's very secretive. Around here, it's like, you 
mapping a cave it starts getting close it’s like a secret. We don't want anyone to find our cave, 
finding out where our cave goes. Once you start getting outside of the park everyone is very 
secretive about their caving. It's kind of like mushroom hunters with their mushroom spots or 
fisherman with their fishing spots, everybody is very protective and very secretive over all this 
work that they’ve been doing. But when it comes to genealogy, it seems just to be the opposite. 
I mean people are like here whatever I've got, you take it, and then it's reciprocated. And so 
this community of sharing what you've got really keeps us writing the pages of Mammoth 
Cave history for genealogy and just everybody's connections to the place. 

 [30:08] 
CC: That's really cool. 

JM: Yeah. 

CC: Are there mushroom hunters that come to the park?  
JM: Uh... there are. 
CC: Really? 

JM: Yeah, I'm one of them. I've got another buddy over there and he and I go. And we hunt 
morel mushrooms. Locally we call them dryland fish, and when you cut them and put them in 
the frying pan the outline looks pretty much just like a fish. Then they... I don't know, they're a 
very rich mushroom, they're a very... they're really a delicacy if you try to go buy these durig 
mushroom season it’s like sixty bucks a pound or something like that. 
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And people often think about the parks like you can't hunt, you can't collect, you can't do this, 
and all of that is true. There's no deer hunting, and you can tell that by how (XXX) timid these 
deer are, and you can't pick flowers, but there are things you can do. And one of them is you 
can harvest for personal use up to one gallon of morel mushrooms per day. So there’s only a 
narrow window in the spring when this is available. And man if you folks drive through the 
park in the spring, say early April, late March, early April, mid-April, you'll just see all these 
cars parked on the side of the road. That’s where these mushroom hunters are parking. They're 
just hiking in the woods trying to find these morels because they're great, they're wonderful, and 
they taste fantastic, and they're fun to hunt. And I don't know if they're fun to hunt because 
they're so hard to find and it makes you appreciate them more or whatever the case is. 

But the other thing is, for whatever reason, you know we've put men on the moon, we've done 
all this great stuff, we've come up with vaccines for polio, and all kinds of stuff, but one thing 
we haven't figured out how to do yet is domesticate morels in a commercial suitable fashion. 
It's just we can't, people haven't done it yet, and they've tried but it seems the best way to do 
this is you just have to go find them. So it's like once a year, a few weeks out of the year, you 
go and you find as many as you can. And then you eat as many as you can and hope you kind 
of get your fill and your taste of them. And then generally by the next year you're ready to roll 
again. 

So yeah we have a lot of mushroom hunters who come into the park. It's a, I think locally, a lot 
of people— and it's not just locally. That particular mushroom is much sought after throughout 
the country. There’s different morel hunting sites you can go to like "Oh we've found some in 
Illinois!” or “We've found some here in Indiana" and generally of course the southern states 
find them first because it warms up first and it kind of moves north. But yeah, yeah, certainly, 
mushroom hunters come to the park. 

CC: That's really interesting, I didn't know that. 
JM: So you can take that. There are other things like buckeyes, there are certain nuts, certain 
fruits, that you can take and harvest for personal use, not for commercial but for personal use, 
that you can take out of the park. Because taking the mushroom doesn't— it’s kind of like if 
you pick an apple off the tree, you don't kill the tree, you're just taking the fruit. So the 
mushroom is pretty much the fruiting body and so you're not really, it’s like picking the apple 
off the tree, you're not killing the organism that's making this happen. So yeah they do allow 
certain collecting of that sort, but what you can take out of here is pretty limited. Fish, you can 
take fish out of the park, and you can fish here and don't even need a state license to do it. But 
you have to follow state limits. But pretty much what you can take out of here is very, very 
low. Most of what you can take out of here is memories.
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CC: Are there any local figures that have kind of made themselves known around here doing 
mushroom hunting or fishing or anything that... just well-known people? 

JM: Just like local folks that everybody pretty much knows who they are?  

CC: Yeah. 

JM: (XXX) Uhh... (XXX) there's one... different people are going through my mind for various 
reasons, but when we were talking about genealogy, there's one guy named Norman Warnell 
and that guy is just a repository for genealogical information. He was a school teacher at 
Edmonson County, the county we're in, so he knows so many people and so many families and 
it's obvious he has a deep passion and connection to the place. 

[35:17] But the great thing about Norm is that he just apparently spent an enormous amount of 
time on court records and land deeds and courthouse records. And so when it comes about 
saying "Can you tell us anything about this family?" It's like "Yeah. They're related to the so-
and-so's and the so-and-so's, in fact they had one of those family members got into it over... 
(you know whatever, a hog, or a weight of a cow, or whatever the case may be) come to blows 
and there was a big fight" and you know what I'm saying? All of these detailed stories that 
aren't out in the stuff or stories that you don't necessarily find in the newspaper or getting 
passed down. He knows so much of that. And he has an ability to make those people real by 
telling stories that you can just identify with, just the human nature of the story. It's like "Wow, 
that's really cool" or "That's neat, that's impressive." So he has a gift for doing that. 

I just thought if there was one guy that if he had a USB port in the back of his head that's the 
guy I would want to just plug in the jump drive, download it, and go. But you know we can't do 
that, we just try to get as much from him as we can. He is a wonderful human being, just so 
helpful, so friendly, I can't say enough good about him. He has just been… He has helped so 
many other people, taking them to places, and he comes out, he's been so helpful to this park. 
Honestly, when there's questions that the park doesn't know: "Norman... let me ask you this, do 
you know anything about" "Oh yeah, yeah, yeah, here's the deal" "Okay, that's great" So he's a 
great guy, again very helpful. He's out here hiking a lot when he has the opportunity to do so. 
So he's found no telling how many graves, no telling how many cemeteries we had no idea even 
existed. He marks them, GPS’s them, calls us, lets us know, so I mean he's just a… if there's 
one guy that pretty much if you went to this division or the science resource division and if 
someone didn't know him say "I think I've heard that name." So he's certainly one of the stand 
outs for me that other people would know. 
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And there are certainly others, but he's just one shining example of a local guy who doesn't 
work for the park, has never worked for the park, probably has no desire to work for the park, 
but has done so much good in benefitting the park with the things that he knows and things that 
he does. 

CC: We might have to find him and talk to him. 
JM: He is a great guy. He was just interviewed by Cheryl Beckley down at Western because 
they're making a documentary called Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home and it's kind of 
telling the story of the transition from private to public ownership. Yeah, he's a great guy. He's 
very modest, he's a very modest guy, but he knows so much. He'll just be "I, I just don't know, 
I’ve forgot so much, I just don't know this anymore" and it's like "What? You've forgotten more 
than I'll ever know" kind of guy. But he's very, very modest but he's all around a great fellow. 
He'd be a good one to talk to for you to get some more local information, for sure. 

CC Any other locals we could talk to? 
JM: I'm sure he could direct you. Yeah, I'm sure he could definitely direct you. And in fact he 
gave us several names for this Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home documentary. So yeah, 
he's certainly gave us several folks to contact and we were able to actually get in contact with 
several of those individuals. So he's a good resource for stuff of that sort. 

CC: Awesome! 

JM: Yeah. 

CC: What about, I mean being a major cave system, are there a lot of people who come in 
trying to collect rocks or anything, or trying to study the geology of the area? 

JM: Uh, as far as collecting rocks, most of that is probably done by visitors. And we have a fair 
number of folks that we'll catch every year like you know "You've got a rock" or "I saw you 
take this" or sometimes they will get actually ratted out by another visitor. So another visitor 
is… the thing is, by being a national park, I think the vast, vast majority of people who come 
here know that being a national park that makes you different, special, you're recognized as 
some place different, significant, that's unlike many other places. And I think people have this 
almost ingrained they're here to protect the place and preserve it. And a lot of those that we 
have, if they see another visitor doing something like taking a rock they'll report it. Because we 
tell them don't do that before we go in the cave, please don't collect any rocks or anything, we 
go over all that. So they're very good about self-monitoring particularly with large groups we 
have one hundred twenty people or better, but as far as... 
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 [41:00] So I mean we have that, but as far as this place being for geologists coming to study, 
absolutely. Absolutely. We're in a karst area. And a karst area is just, I guess in the most 
elementary fashion, it's a landscape that is just characterized by caves and sinkholes and sinking 
streams. And this is one of the best examples of a karst environment anywhere in the world. 
And so growing up locally, this was just what it looked like. I didn't realize that it was this 
world class example of the landscape. I was just like well this is what I've always known. And 
then you see people come here who have studied karst and they start going through these caves 
and they're just like completely blown away. 

I heard one story from a professor once who said in most places in the world you don't have 
these... if you're studying movement of groundwater, the groundwater is moving through tiny 
little spaces in between the grains of sediments or in between the tiny parts of a rock, holes that 
are in a rock. And so when you imagine water traveling feet per year and taking a long time to 
go and all of a sudden you're standing in a passageway that is sixty feet tall and forty feet wide, 
and that's not your hole in between the sand grain anymore. They're just mesmerized, people 
just crying sometimes because they're so— again, that's their relevance for them, that's their 
passion, that's what they're into, that's their connection. Just to be standing and seeing not just 
one subterranean river, but two subterranean rivers kind of merging at a confluence. Just seeing 
an underground river in itself is not a common thing, it's pretty uncommon, so to see two 
confluencing and working. People are just amazed at the placed, your karst hydrologists, 
geomorphologists, and people of that sort. 

In fact, Western Kentucky University has courses every year that deal just with Mammoth 
Cave whether it's archaeology, hydrogeology, ecology, cave photography. It really caters to a 
lot of different interests here all in the same place. This is probably, I don't have any facts on 
this, but I would say it's a pretty safe statement that this is probably the most studied karst or 
cave system anywhere in the world. There are people… I mean, if you walk down the historic 
entrance right now there's a water sampler taking samples. We've got dye bugs, dye receptors 
where we do dye traces to see where water flows, those things are out now in the landscape as 
we speak. There's a building just down the road, that's our science and resource management, 
they're constantly doing our research there. 

So people are studying everything about this place. I mean, the surface and the plants and 
they're studying the cave and the animals that never see the sun and they're studying the water, 
the quality of the water, the movement of the water. Its interconnectedness to other things here. 
So what's mind blowing to other people is, you come in Mammoth Cave, sixty percent of the 
water that flows through the Mammoth Cave system comes from outside of the park 
boundaries. So it's deeply interconnected. And the water here moves not in feet per year, but it 
can move miles per day underground. And for people who aren’t familiar with karst, that’s just 
unheard of. It's just kind of hard for them to wrap their head around. 
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[45:00]  I remember going to college, actually down at Western, and I had a professor down 
there that was talking like you know “these folks aren't familiar with karst they come up here 
and try to do these water and do these pump tests, they try to use their equations and 
mathematical formulas for what works for them, it's a whole new set of rules here. Everything 
is different You can't go and use these old equations for what's working for you out here where 
you have no caves in here where we do.” 

So yeah this place is just studied by so many scientist, genealogists, just on and on and on. So 
it's... this is almost two parks in one here. I mean you can go into Mammoth Cave and it can be 
strictly, we could stand there for hours and I could talk to you about geology. Or I could take 
you through the exact same section of the cave, never mention geology at all, never talk about 
cave formation, cave development, just talk about cultural history. From the prehistoric Indians 
who were here five thousand years ago to the rediscovery in the seventeen-nineties to how we 
helped make saltpeter for black gunpowder during the war of 1812 to how Civil War soldiers 
toured this place during the war. Just endless, endless about how the cave has been used for a 
mushroom farm, how it’s been used for a tuberculosis hospital and sanitarium, just endless 
things that we could talk about related to Mammoth Cave. 

So we have a very geologic park, we have a very culturally diverse park. And I think guiding 
here, you can sometimes have your work cut out for you because you have to know a lot about 
a lot in order to try to give a complete picture of the significance of Mammoth Cave. Whereas 
if I worked at—and I'm not in any way shape or form degrading other places. So like if I went 
to Gettysburg I probably don't have to know a whole lot about geology, but I better know a lot 
about the Civil War. If I go to Abraham Lincoln Birthplace, same thing, I better know a lot 
about him but probably not a whole lot about geology. If I come down here, I need to know 
about geology, ecology. I mean just the cave organisms themselves are just a whole different 
set of rules and things that they go by, their lives [unclear word]. 

So, I mean, yes. To answer your question, yes, there are people that come from all over the 
world and they study Mammoth Cave. And in fact I think the first international karst 
symposium was held here. It was run through Western through Dr. Christopher Groves back in 
the mid-nineties. Every year they still have those karst symposiums from time to time. But this 
is it, this is a very intensely studied environment and place. 

CC: And how about above ground, I mean the cave obviously is amazing but then there's all 
this… 

JM: Mhm, talking about the plants, we've got air quality that we're very concerned with here at 
Mammoth Cave. We have air quality monitoring stations. I said we have the genealogists—in 
fact we have Dr. Katie Algeo from Western who has done a tremendous amount of cultural 
research on Mammoth Cave and I think that the research that they've conducted, and there's 
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even one through some of her students [unclear] won some awards, from where you can go to 
this website and it will show you the plots of the people who were here before. And sometimes 
it's referenced with pictures of what the home looked like that was there. So yeah absolutely, 
the surface is intensely studied. 

The mussels, the Green River is a harbor for a tremendous amount of mussel species. It's one of 
the most diversified places on the planet for mussels. And in fact there is one mussel called the 
ring pink and the last few samples have been found in the Green River. Out of anywhere in the 
world, the Green River may be the absolute last haven for this thing to exist and live. And so 
there are people that study those. 

I don't think that the surface is studied any less than the sub-surface is here. It is all, from top to 
bottom, people are probing every nook and cranny and under every leaf just looking for stuff all 
the time. 

CC: Well we have taken a fair amount of your time here, is there anything else you think we 
should know or look into? 

[49:44] 
 

JM: Oh... I mean, Mammoth Cave is one of those places that there's always something you can 
look into. Always something you can do. And I think one thing our guides do now that they 
have not done historically is, and I've just seen even in the transition since I've been here, was 
doing the research. They get in here and they get bit by the cave bug and some will join the 
CRF and begin exploring and some will start to research cave history and you'll find others who 
are researching this or that. And we have made just some big, I think, leaps forward in the 
things that we know about Mammoth Cave as of now. And then some things we thought we 
knew weren't true at all. 

And a lot of that has been helped by advances in technology. Because now you can go to a site 
called Google. You've probably heard of this site. And they have scanned just no telling how 
many books. Books you've never heard of written by somebody you've never heard of sitting in 
a library you've never heard of, but yet there's some Mammoth Cave story in there and you can 
read it. And it's, again, that's opened up whole new worlds for us. When I think about the 
people who did research here before, they're traveling to Lex— they’re traveling to Frankfort, 
or they're traveling to county court houses, and they're just spending a lot of time and now you 
can sit at home in your jammies cruising Ancestry [genealogy website] and accessing a lot of 
courthouse documents now are online. You don't even have to leave the comfort of your home. 
So advances in technology certainly have made it easier to do but I think now there's a greater 
initiative and desire on behalf of the people who are here to do that in and of themselves. And 
maybe it's because it's easier or maybe it's because... I don't know, they just want to gain a 
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greater understanding of this place that they are connected to as well, and maybe it’s all hooked 
together.  

But whatever the case may be I think we're still in an environment here where there is just no 
telling what other discoveries we will make in the future. And if you come back it's like “Wow, 
I didn't know this.” There's no telling what is still out there left unknown about Mammoth Cave. 
The whole place is, we know a lot about it but it's still just this huge mystery. 

I mean, we don't even know how long the cave is. Don't even know. We've got over four 
hundred miles, four hundred five miles now. And so, one of the most basic, fundamental— 
“How long is the cave?" "Don't know." I don't have anything, I've got nothing. I can't tell you, I 
can tell you how much we've got so far. Stephen Bishop, how did he die? I have no idea, we 
don't know. You know, there's mysteries out there and that's just a couple but there's endless 
ones. It's like what about this this and this, don't know, don't know. The answers are 
somewhere. Perhaps. But I think people have the desire to try to dig those out. It’s like get that 
one answered a lot of times it’s like "Okay, that's great. Now that I know this, here's a whole 
new set of questions." So yeah as far as Mammoth Cave goes, there's always something to 
know and to see. So just pick your door. 

CC: That's amazing. Well thank you so much. 

JM: You're very welcome. 

CC: Do you by any chance have the contacts for those different church groups? Or even just 
names? 

JM: I do, I've got it all right here. Okay, well I've got contact info for one of them, but I've got 
the names of the other two gentlemen. One gentleman's name is Nelson Sanders. And he would 
be the contact for the Good Spring Church. And his number is 286-8400. 270 [area code]. And 
then the contact for the Joppa Church. 

CC: How is that 

spelled? JM: J-O-P-P-

A 

CC: Thank you 
JM: Mhm. Is Tommy Bolton. And he is a local fellow, you can probably find him in the phone 
book, or find him in the white pages, yeah so Tommy Bolton. And then the other 
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gentleman, the contact for the Mammoth Cave Church is Mikel, M-I-K-E-L, Meredith, M-E-
R-E-D-I-T-H. And those are the three folks that are kind of the contact points for those places. 

CC: And can you tell me how to spell Norman Warnell? 

JM: Yeah, it's N-O-R-M-A-N and Warnell is W-A-R-N-E-L-L.  

CC: Okay, thank you so much. 

JM: Yep, and I'm sure—yep W-A-R-N-E-L-L. 
 

CC: Well thank you so much, you've given us some great 

information. [55:28] 

[End of interview] 
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BS  Alright this is Brittany Sale it is April 30th and I am here talking with Johnny Merideth 
about Morel Mushroom Hunting. So Johnny can you tell me about your relationship to the park? 

JM  Well, I grew up just about 30 minutes from the Visitor Center to Mammoth Cave 
National Park and I came over here quite a bit as a child going on different cave tours and had 
family that had worked here in a variety of capacities from working in the Snowball Room, to 
driving buses, to being cave guides you know, throughout history. I guess I became pretty 
fascinated with the place early in my childhood and I guess probably the earliest memory I have 
of of, what do you want to be when you grow up. Park Ranger was really the only thing that was 
on the list that really stuck and that I really wanted to pursue and go in to. And so I  began 
guiding here as a seasonal employee in 1996. And I did that for about eight years and was 
fortunate enough to get a permanent guide position. And from there moved from park guide to 
park ranger and that is the current position that I hold currently, now. So I’m sitting here and 
thinking that I started in 1996 and it is now 2016. It’s 20 years that I’ve been here which is like 
half my life (XX)— 

BS  yeah 

JM  that I’ve been working here at Mammoth Cave. But, So I would say my connection here 
is pretty pretty close and pretty, pretty deep and the longer that I’ve worked here and the more 
research I’ve done the more I’ve only seen that really reinforced and discovered that there were 
relatives I knew about  that worked here but there were relatives that worked here much much 
longer ago of mine that I did not know about before I worked here. And even my parents or 
grandparents didn’t know that you know, that we had ancestry that goes back here to cave guides 
in the 1830’s— 

BS  wow 

JM  and— or people who lived here even before then. So— It’s kind of cool when you can 
come to a place and realize that you are like the 8th or 9th generation (XX) of your people who 
have been here so that’s kind of my own personal connection to the park.  

BS  Okay and ultimately how did you find out about the generational thing is it when you 
were working on some of the stuff for these documentaries or how did you come to actually want 
to research into that? 

JM  It was all really by accident. I was just happy to be at Mammoth Cave the place I wanted 
to be at since I was a kid. But several years ago I had a Supervisor her name was Joy Lyons and 
she gave me the opportunity to help coordinate an event that the park has. Every year we would 
do genealogy workshops and they were held in the fall of the year and this one was taking place 
over at Brownsville.  

And we advertised it and the turn out to those genealogy workshops, particularly when 
you were holding it locally were really good, really high. And Edmonson County is a very active 
place for genealogy and research because so much of the  county is occupied by the park where 
a lot of these families used to live. And so during those sessions this gentleman gets up from the 
crowd and his last name was the same as mine and he had this little book in his hand and he 
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opened it up and said are your parents so and so and so and so and I went yes they are and he’s 
like are your grandparents so and so and so and so and I said yes they are and he  says well this 
is for you. And it was a book that he had printed off of his computer called the ancestors of 
Johnny Merideth. So this guy was a big Merideth genealogy researcher and his genealogical 
pursuits you know there I am in his big  genealogy list and so he can highlight my name and 
print off your pedigree. So even to this day I think that is one of the coolest gifts anyone has ever 
given me because there are people that spend years or decades or scores of years researching 
geology and this was essentially just handed over here you go. And  my supervisor she said let 
me take a look at that, so she was looking at it, she says, and she gets way back you know, and 
she says your related to this person?  And I says well apparently I am, and she goes well you 
know who this is? And I’m like I got nothing. I have no idea who that is. and she goes, well this 
 gentleman kinda leased Mammoth Cave and was charging people a dollar a head. I don’t 
think she said a dollar a head, but leased Mammoth Cave in the 1830’s. So I found out who this 
individual was and it turns out it was my great great-great-great-great-grandfather. His name was 
Robinson Shackleford and he was buried just right down the road here. I got to go see his 
headstone and I read a paper written by his son which would be my great great-great-great-great-
uncle. And it talked about how in the 1830’s he and this other gentleman leased Mammoth Cave 
for about a year or so and charged people a dollar a person to come inside. One of his sons or 
two were cave guides here. So it was just really cool, and then  so you would keep looking back 
and say this ancestor is from my parents— this is from my Mother’s side this is from my Dad’s 
side this is from my whatever. That’s kinda how it all happened. Just over the years, once you 
have that as a base—I was very lucky I had this wonderful book to work from and then you learn 
about more names the longer you’re here and different families and just kinda neat to see how 
everything ties together so really my understanding of I guess who I am came from a total 
accident and being given the opportunity by Joy to head up that genealogy workshop. So it’s 
kind of a cool story and kind of a neat way to find out about yourself.  [6:40] 

BS  That is a cool story. That is a very labor intensive practice just to try to get back to your 
Grandparents if you don’t know names and things like that— 

JM  right, right 

BS  So that is pretty cool. So now were going to talk a little bit about Morel Mushroom 
Hunting. How did you first find out about it? 

JM  Honestly I really didn’t know much about Morel Mushroom Hunting until I started 
working here. And I guess after a few seasons here you kinda notice that in the Spring you’ll 
hear people start to talk about going out and hunting mushrooms. And I never really gave it 
much thought or whatever. But then I guess the lore of them kind of got ya and they talk about 
how wonderful these things are and just that if you really like mushrooms these are the ones 
you’ve gotta go for. And you hear that so much and if you like mushrooms to start with then I 
was like man, I might actually you know— The first time that I had ever went hunting it was 
with a guy that worked here at the time. And we knew absolutely nothing about mushroom 
hunting. So we said okay were going to go off,  were going to traipse through the woods and 
were going to look for these mushrooms. And let me preface this by saying I’m not just the kind 
of guy that goes out and picks fungus out of the woods and eats it because some of these things 
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can kill ya'. Some of these things can make you very ill and very sick so I want to preface this 
story by I know absolutely nothing about mushrooms but one thing that became abundantly clear 
was once I saw the Morel there is just nothing to me in the woods that looks remotely like it. I 
mean nothing, and even if there is something close there are so many diagnostic properties that—
slice it open is it hollow inside? Does is look like a Morel, is it hollow inside? You know when 
you’ve got a Morel. So I’m going to preface this story by I’m not just going to go picking 
mushrooms and frying them up in the house. So me and this guy we took off through the woods 
and we were gone for I don’t know how many hours and we were just looking for these things 
and we were just like finding  nothing. And it’s like man— this sounded a lot easier. When you 
hear people talk  about it its like oh, we went out and found you know like 100 mushrooms or 
50, 60, 70 mushrooms or whatever. And it’s like huh, we’re not finding anything. So we set the 
compass, there’s no GPS and we just headed back to the car and right before we get back to the 
road my buddy just kinda stops in his tracks and points  and is like ah! ah! ah! and he’s just like 
pointing he can’t even verbalize anything. So I look and sure enough standing up from the leaf 
litter is this beautiful conical,  crenelated Morel that’s just looking at us and I’m like that’s what 
we’re looking for. So I kind of looked at it, and we picked it and it was like wow we found one. 

So we’ve been going for hours, alright and hours and we’ve hiked I don’t know how many 
miles and we found one. It was just like we found One Eye’d Willy’s treasure in The Goonies. 
It’s just like we have found it. And then realize like great we found one that’s not going to fill 
any of us up. But we were just happy to find one. But as I looked at it and I started looking 
around I was like oh, there’s another one there’s another one and before 5 minutes went by we 
had like 30 something. And they were like nice good sized mushrooms. And we were like this is 
really cool, this is awesome. So that was really my first experience with hunting the Morel 
Mushroom and I guess the thing is once you find em’, and you know you can find em’, and once 
you eat em’ and enjoy them it’s like I want to find these all the time. It’s a beautiful time of year, 
it’s Spring things are out are out the forest is kind of kind of waking up from it’s nap. Things are 
green and there’s color exploding from all the wildflowers and it’s just a beautiful time to be out 
anyway. Whether you find one or whether you don’t. Although, when you find em’ it certainly 
helps, that’s what you’re there for. Just get out to be out with people or just alone to hunt those 
mushrooms. So that was my first experience and again a lot of the time again sometimes you 
would find a very very very tiny area  maybe 100 feet by 100 feet in all the acres and acres 
and acres we tromped through to find them. So that’s kind of where it got started so after that 
experience I talked to another friend of mine who grew up doing this and we went out and it 
seemed to make it  look easy, and I was like look here’s where I’m at, if you tell me no, that’s 
cool. No hard feelings man because some people are very protective about their sites. I was like 
look if you can take me out and show me some areas to try to look to go to or anything— and he 
was like I’ll take you out. So we’ve been going out together ever since. Although, I think this 
 year is the first year we have not gone out in a while. But that’s kinda how it all got started.  

BS  How long ago would you say that was? 

JM  Let’s see this would be about—and I’m trying to take a guess here—I don’t know  7 years 
ago give or take. I mean that’s just a ball park. So I’ve not been doing it that long. I don’t think it 
would be a whole lot shorter than that.  

BS  So were you already a graduate and already a Ranger by that point? 
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JM  Yeah, I had already been working at the park and I may have already been  permanent. 
Yeah and I may have already been permanent at the time. Yeah, I  guess I was. It’s hard to 
remember exactly but that’s kind of how it got started.  

BS  Okay so besides your curiosity why do you continue to participate? And besides your 
initial curiosity that is.  

JM  Yeah initially it was my curiosity, I heard so many people talking about it for so long 
about how good they are and you want to get in on it. Hm—I guess why do you keep doing it? 
Well I like this year I went out and I’ve said this with my other buddy who works here, and 
anyway he and I both said the same thing. That it doesn’t matter whether you find them or 
whether you don’t. It’s just nice to be out in the woods in the park or the whole woods is yours. 
And I don’t know you just kinda have this— there’s this bond that I think you have with 
somebody that you go mushroom hunting with, you sharing a similar bond and a similar goal. 
But at the same time it’s more than just mushrooms, it’s just good to  
go out with a friends and be out in a beautiful setting is peaceful. And—Part of it is there’s 
always just this push to find them, you know, where are they? To kind of prove to yourself—Can 
I still find them? Do I still got it? If my spots aren’t producing am I capable of going somewhere 
else and doing it? Just being out in the woods is good. And there’s a woman that works at the 
hotel and she’s mushroom hunted for years and years and years, her name is Helen Pippin. Helen 
 will take her vacation time during mushroom season to go and she doesn’t care—Well she 
does care— but she says whether she finds them or doesn’t find them there is no place she’d 
rather be than just out in the woods just walking around seeing stuff, you know. And one thing 
that’s cool is your not walking around on a nature trail, you’re just kind of out walking around in 
the woods. Whether it’s inside the park or outside the park or whatever the case may be but—
you know here for me it’s because I have such deep and broad family ties I can appreciate the 
people that lived here and kind of understand the sacrifice. You know I’ve worked here and I 
know the story and have heard many of the old stories of people and when you’re out in the 
woods and you stumble on an old home place or an old fence line that’s still standing there’s just 
a connection you feel not only with the land but with the people there before and part of the story  
just comes alive and just  makes it more real too. So for me that’s as much enjoyment as  really 
anything else.  

BS  Okay, I agree and I think it’s really fun. And I have actually gone out, and I will tell you 
about that when we’re done with the interview.  

JM  Okay 

BS   So we’re going to switch gears a little bit and talk about some of the activities that the 
group is involved with. And I just want to preface by saying I know this is more of an 
individualistic activity. So with that being said, do you know of any activities that the group does 
or if they get together in groups at all? 

JM  Well you know a lot of times mushroom hunting is an individual deal. Me, I prefer to go 
with someone else. For one is, If I go into the woods and break my leg its good to have a partner 
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there that can mark your location and go get somebody or get to where you can get some cell 
reception. And even in the days before GPS. I just feel a little safer being out in the woods 
because you know the woods are a wild place and it’s not like going to the mall and I can just 
pick up a phone if something goes down there’s somebody handy near by. And sometimes you 
can get remote. I just also enjoy just being out with someone else and talking so for groups and 
things that you do— for that day you go out and you hunt. But this year was not a banner year 
for mushroom hunting. I know myself, my cousin, and my buddy Chuck and even other people I 
know that hint did not seem to find the amount that we were able to in the past. So we all kind of 
share our stories.  

Like I was off Monday and I was out looking for like 7 hours. Seven Hours and I came 
out with 27.  

BS  That’s a long time.  

JM  That’s a long time for 27 mushrooms. But when we were done, Chuck wasn’t with me 
that day, and I called him up and said here’s the deal, here’s what happened. I went out, here’s 
where I was, and this was all I found and I found all these new places. These were not in the 
places I’ve really been at before. And yesterday he went and he called me and he said okay we 
went out here’s what happened to me. It’s like okay. You get to kind of share you’re information 
about what you’re finding with people and that really helps you determine well  like okay 
man—we’re in the height of season peak so if I’m off tomorrow or if I get off today or if I get in 
the woods now, I should be able to have some good luck. So there is some networking there. 
There are websites that people join and talk about well I found this, I found this, or I found this 
in Hart County or  Edmonson County or found 20 under this elm or whatever the case may be. 
So there is a network of people about this very secretive activity. They share information without 
being very specific.  

BS  They will kind of be like well I found them in this city or this city—so you can kind of 
track across the board like if the climate is generally okay to be finding them or like to try to 
figure out when they may be starting to appear.  

JM  right, right. And so like people that are living further North from us like Illinois or further 
up in Indiana are like okay, well if Kentucky is at their peak now in a week or two we’ll be 
getting there. Temperatures are going to be getting warm now that it’s getting to that. The other 
thing that I think a lot of the other folks do and part of the enjoyment that I have is—And I think 
it’s the same for others and people that I’ve been with— is sharing what you find. And like for 
instance, Chuck a lot of times—If you have a really good year and you go out day after day and 
you find them—and they keep remarkably well in the refrigerator, in the crisper. And you can 
save them and have like a big huge mushroom fry for people. And this year again— not a banner 
year. But what I had I was able to fry up in a skillet last night and you know my parents were 
over and I said hey let me fix these things up. And I give some to my in-laws and so just 
watching them enjoy. A lot of folks that I collect for— well I won’t say for—but that I have 
given to in the past or cooked some for are people that love em’ but they’re not necessarily 
people that are going to be able to go out into the woods and do it.  You know Chuck’s got a 
large network of people that are just busy with jobs and they cant get out but they enjoy them. 
You know I’ve got grandparents that are in their 80’s that love them and my wife has a great 
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great uncle and he just turned 90 so I’ve given some to him in the past before. And then there’s 
people that would just love to go but physically for what—they’ve got some ailment and  they 
can’t walk like they used to or they can’t do the terrain. I don’t know I think a lot of people that 
go mushroom hunting—I can’t say that I know anybody that—You would think that as closely 
guarded as you are with your secret and not wanting to share where they are— to just be like oh, 
you want some fine! It’s not like that. So for them being so closely guarded and their  locations 
being protected as to where you might find them— I think most people I know are very willing 
to just— hey! enjoy! enjoy this! And just watching people kick back and enjoy and have a good 
time it’s just more of that bonding, more of  the closeness that you feel with the activity itself. 
And that’s a reason to keep doing it too. So in many ways not only are you disappointed when its 
not a good year you’re like man I’m disappointed I cant give some to these folks or these folks or 
these folks.   

BS  So I know that mushroom hunting is a seasonal activity, and you kind of eluded to that a 
little bit but can you tell me just a little bit about the seasonality of it? I know that it’s usually 
mid April to mid-May. Do you maybe know something that I don’t know through research about 
why they’re coming up now or maybe  anything that I might not understand about— 

JM  As far as mushrooms go I guess there are some that you can grow at different times of the 
year. And again,  I’m not the kind of guy to go picking whatever  kinda fungus and going for it, 
but for the Morel their season seems to be in the Spring. And sometime around late March I’ll 
start to hear about people that are finding the blacks. Those are generally the first ones that come 
up. They’re generally, not always, a little smaller and just so difficult to see. Then maybe the 
first of April you’ll start finding some greys the next one in line. The generally  don’t get too 
huge either. They to me look like the typical Morel I am accustomed to. By late April, by about 
the third week of April or so, they’ll be like well, I found the yellows or the big whites and those 
are the ones that can get as big as a water bottle or bigger and things of that sort. So you’ve got 
about—depending on  the weather that Spring or whatever I think four weeks, six weeks max. But 
I would say out of that you may have two weeks for the most part that it’s like prime time and 
these things are exploding everywhere. At least that’s what I have found from my experience 
with them. It’s funny because when you first get into it, you’re like are people finding the 
blacks? let’s go lets go lets go. Chuck is like calm down—Chuck is just as cool as a center seed 
in a cucumber. He’s like it’s okay, People will be finding them early, it will be okay we’re gonna 
wait. It’s cool — It’s like, Okay man.  

BS  The longer we wait, the bigger they get.  

JM  Exactly so, thats the deal. It’s like Chuck they’re finding the grey and he says we’re 
gonna time this just about right and sure enough were gonna come out and  boom here are 
these big ones you know, beautiful mushrooms that are growing out in the woods so that’s the 
kind of season. You’ve got the Spring and before  long it starts getting hot and you don’t really 
find em’ and if it gets very dry you don’t find em’. It seems to have to be just the perfect 
temperature and just the perfect moisture content and the soil— everything has to come together 
for these  to happen and generally if one of those two things are missing it’s going to be a rough 
rough season sometimes. 
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BS  Okay, yeah I was hearing from a couple people down that were hunting down in the 
valley when we were out that it was dry and they weren’t really finding much.  

JM  Right. Yeah it was the Monday before last and we went and it was just dry, and we didn’t 
find mushrooms. I tell you what, we were out that day— he was at my house, my cousin was at 
my house at like 6:30 and we got back to my house at about 3:30 and we drove all over the park 
and everywhere and we found like 11.  Like in not much bigger than the size of this room. And 
some of the ones you pick are dry, like you can feel the tops are dry. Fortunately they all hydrate 
back up great and they work fine but— Whew. it was dry! But we got some rain last week so this 
Monday we were able to find more—it’s not something that I’m going to be bragging about I 
was very thankful to get what we got compared to some of the  numbers that I’ve heard, but it 
certainly wasn’t a year to remember with big hauls  or big mushrooms.  

BS  I think Paul and I were here a couple weeks ago we did our  mapping exercise  that I was 
telling you about and we took the GPS and marked our spots— but I think we spent about four or 
five hours and found like 6.  

JM  Yeah, it’s tough! It’s tough.  

BS  They were all descent sized but it’s a lot of time to put in so you can kinda understand 
why people don’t want to talk about it. Why they don’t want to talk about their spots.  

JM  right. right. Did you happen to find those six together or were they sort of  spread out? 

BS  They were in the same general area but there weren’t any two right next to each other.  

JM  Right, right.  

BS  Like the picture you have of the twinning ones.  

JM  Right, right.  

BS  Well I call it twinning, I don’t know what the Mycologists would call it. 

JM  Me either. I don’t either, I don’t know what they would call it.  

BS  Well just apply a little Geology terminology.  

JM  (XX) There you go! 

BS  Okay, well do you have any recommendations of some other people that we may be able 
to talk to about Morel Mushroom hunting at the park?  

JM  At the park— 

BS  Or just in general.  
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JM  Well there’s a guy, Kurt Helf and he actually works for the Cumberland Piedmont 
Network and I know he’s a big mushroom hunting guy and he is much more knowledgeable 
about various fungal growth in the woods  (XX) and will not shy away from probably eating 
others. But for me it’s like this one I know is safe. I’m feeling good with the Morel. This one it 
may taste awesome, but I don’t know it it looks too much like this one for me to be messing with 
so I stay away. Let’s see, I’m trying to think about other perspectives from the park. You said 
you talked to Vickie from the park. You know the law enforcement rangers here might have 
something—some good stories about Morel hunting and some issues that maybe they encounter 
that I might be completely unaware of from my perspective you know? Because you know as the 
Park Service we are here for preservation and but we are also here for Visitor’s enjoyment and 
sometimes that’s a very fine tight rope to walk. And when it comes to Morels the park is very 
specific. You can only have one gallon, per person, per day. No worries this year!  

BS  Right! If you could even find that many! 

JM  Yeah, that would be awesome if you could have that kind of fortune in the woods, but so 
many times that’s not the case. But you know the park requires you to use mesh bags for 
distribution of spores, it’s what’s in our compendium. They are for personal use only, you know? 
This is not for commercial use. I’m sure there are people, you know resteraunteurs that would 
love to have this food seasonally but  it’s not for that because again we are here to protect and 
preserve but also for  Visitor enjoyment so we kinda have to set limits on things for what people 
 collect to make sure the opportunity is there for everyone to get out and to enjoy.  Kurk shot 
me an email the other day and was talking about basically from a Biologist’s standpoint, they 
call them Morels or dry land fish, but if you think about it there may be areas where people 
physically like to fish or reel in Croppy or whatever—so you might have some big prized fish 
stocked areas but those places are hard to find and Morels are about the same deal. Sometimes 
you might find a patch that will give you a lot year after year and that’s kinda your secret spot. 
You don’t want to tell people about it. Some years those spots are better than others. But the 
bottom line is if you have no limits on collecting anything those areas might be depleted just like 
any other stock so we don’t wanna over harvest so that’s the reason why we have these limits. 
We want folks to come in and we want to ensure that the species can propagate and will be a part 
of the natural landscape and still provide enjoyment for people too. That’s from a park 
perspective. So a law enforcement guy, you know David Alexander has worked here for years 
and years and years. He was a cave guide and eventually moved into law enforcement division 
and he’s a local too so I’m sure he could give you maybe some more insight about that and about 
mushroom hunting as well.  

BS  And just from the Park’s perspective, since there is a limit, what happens if you get 
caught collecting over the limit or if you get caught collecting without a mesh  bag? It’s just a 
curiosity that I have. 

JM  That would be a wonderful question for David, he could tell you exactly. I might say well 
there’s a fine but David could probably tell you exactly what would happen because that’s his 
job he does day in and day out. But yeah, it’s very specific and each park has it’s own what’s 
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called the Superintendent’s Compendium which is an additional set of regulations, things we try 
to abide by.  

And they are unique to each park. So in this park, if you do hunt Morel’s we have  a 
stipulation that you collect them within the guidelines so you know or  blackberries or whatever 
just walking by, you know flash photography in a cave. That’s not going to be relevant in 
Yellowstone because you’re not going to be in a cave. But here there are certain things for safety 
or protection of a resource that we have to address. Back woods camping— there are just rules 
and regulations that we have to go by. Those folks could certainly provide a great deal more 
insight as to what the consequences or fines would be for not following those  regulations.  

BS  I know I’ve talked with you previously, but have you been interviewed previously by 
someone else? 

JM  I was interviewed by a Folk lore student of Dr. Erica Brady’s, I don’t remember her name 
off the top of my head.  

BS  Were her questions just general, not about any specific project or kind of like the 
questions I am asking you now? 

JM  Her questions were more about me and about my experiences with the park, my 
connection to the park, the history of the park, and things of that sort. Nothing that was tailored 
towards a specific niche like Morel hunting and things of that sort. They were more broad in 
general about my personal experiences in the park.  

BS  I know you’re a Park Ranger, and I know that you are a Morel Hunter but are you 
 involved in any other groups or activities that are related to the park or to  Mammoth Cave/
Cave City Area?  

JM  There is a— I wouldn’t say it’s like a formal group but you know the park used to be 
home to 500 families and those would be maybe just landowners. But then there were many 
many many other families who owned no land, they were just tenant farmers who lived there and 
who worked the land in exchange for a place to live and would help the landowner get their 
crops planted or whatever—and so hundreds of families, thousands of people that used to live 
here. There’s a long list of descendants for those. And many of those descendants are still 
intimately connected to this place and always will be because it’s maybe where their parents 
were born or where their grandparents used to live and things of that sort. And so there is a group 
called Mammoth Cave Area and there is actually a website that these folks belong to and they 
post pictures of old home places and pictures of family members and it’s been around for several 
years but it has been invaluable to me while learning more and more about this place. There have 
been times that I have been able to contribute, like oh here’s a picture that I found or  
you guys were talking about this and here’s what I found out about it. But I’ve certainly 
benefitted far far far more than I have ever been able to contribute and I think that’s one of the 
great things about the site. It’s really helped them learn  about their own families or learn more 
about the park or specific places or locations or communities or folk ways or just whatever was 
going on. So I look at that pretty regularly. I’m on there quite a bit looking, seeing, just taking it 
all in. As far as the park also, in and of itself I can’t say so much. I’m one of a few administrators 
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for the park’s Facebook public face, but as far as for me, myself that extra or outside of work that 
I belong to that would be probably the next big one. There’s really no formal meeting or getting 
together of that group. 

BS  Sure, let’s see. I guess is there something in the park that you feel goes unnoticed or 
unrecognized that you would like to mention like a problem or an activity beyond the realm of 
hunting? I know that Morel hunting is kind of a big one, it’s one of those secret things that no 
one really knows about but if there is anything else that you would like to mention? 

JM  To be honest with you, I think that one big story that has been remedied that we just 
never really told as it probably should have been, probably just a quick blurb on a bus ride to and 
from a cave or on a tour—is just the story of how this place became a national park. People know 
it was established, people know it was here but there was a lot of work that had to be done 
behind the scenes to make that happen. And in particular, removing these families from their 
property in order for  this to become a park and you know this is our 75th Anniversary of being 
a national park and it’s our 200th Anniversary giving tours so Mammoth Cave was giving tours 
for 125 years before it was ever a park and there was people that lived all around. And again 
we’ve mentioned that these people and their descendants today are so connected that having the 
story, and trying to tell it of how to get people off of their land for this to be a park can be quite 
touching. It can be ver controversial. It can be one that can kinda create or exaggerate hard 
feelings that they have and you know hind sights always 20/20. And I would like to think if this 
whole thing was done today that things would be different, but you can’t change the past and 
none of us today are responsible for what happened  then. But there’s just been a new film, and I 
know you were there, and it’s called “Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home” which I think 
really does a fabulous job 
of telling the story you know. It’s not sugar coated, it’s like yes—here are some stories of folks 
who inhabited and here’s how they lost their home. But conversely here’s the stories of people 
who saw this as an opportunity and they actually thought it was great that they could move into 
town and be closer to things.  So it’s wonderful I think in giving two very different sides to the 
story. You have people  who were talking about their families loss and in the same way the 
park is good but it cost 500 families their homes. And then you have a perspective of somebody 
that was here saying this is my job, I’ve gotta find some way to do this—to get these people off 
the land. You just get all these different perspectives and really get an understanding of how 
complex and how personal to each person that this place was. So I think that it’s really a story 
that we haven’t really told a lot until recently and since this film has come out and I think it’s 
really important to be open because no body is going to tell you that— no matter what you are a 
person—no body is perfect and things happen. And it’s important to get that story out. Just 
because things happened that were unfortunate doesn’t mean you hide it.  We don’t talk about 
things that happen otherwise we would never have any  national memorials in this country. Very 
sad places where very bad things happen.  It’s part of our story. It’s the fabric of who we are. 
And as the park service part of the fabric of America. So I think that is one story we just did not 
tell very much, at all. And certainly probably did not tell it as well as it should have been.  

But I see that that has maybe not entirely—but has certainly been greatly remedied by 
this film. Now we have at least a couple of rangers here that do programs about this very thing. 
One is called “Home is where the park is” and the other one is called “Home Sweet Home” and 
they are similar in their aspect of  just discussing people and the transition. You know it’s great 
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it’s a national park but man, this was where some body lived. This was their everything. This 
was their home, this was their family, this was the earth they tilled to survive, this was  it. This 
was all they had. And I think we do much better at getting this story out now.  

BS  Yeah, I feel a lot more informed after seeing the video because I’ve spent a lot of time 
hiking in these woods and it is really cool when you run up on like an old church or an old 
cemetery. You can’t help but wonder what’s the history of this place? So it is really great and it 
kind of came at a great time for me to be able to learn this history and develop my research as 
well that was pretty special. I guess we are pretty close to wrapping this up. Is there anything else 
that you want to share with me about the community or activity or your relationship to the park 
like something you want to add or something that you feel like we didn’t touch on in our 
previous interview? 

JM  No I think were pretty good as far as like the Morels go.  

BS  Well thank you very much. 

JM  You are very welcome, I’m glad I could help out.  

[43:21:00] 
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#00:00:01-7# VS: Are we recording? 

#00:00:04-5# VS: And, should be recording, OK. 

#00:00:05-8# VS: This is Virginia Siegel, and I’m here with Janelle Ray. It is Tuesday, June 
14th, 2016, and we’re in the Pioneer Log Cabin on WKU’s campus. So thank you for being here 
with me.  

#00:00:19-1# JR: You’re welcome.  

#00:00:20-5# VS: I guess we’ll just start with, um tell me a little bit about yourself, and, um, 
your relationship to Mammoth Cave National Park. 
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#00:00:28-4# JR: OK. I, I am a great-grandmother. I have uh, quite a big family, and my, my 
dad, and his family, all of his brothers and sisters, lived on the park. And it was called Joppa 
(pronounced JoppE) Trail. That’s, that’s where, I mean, it’s still there. As he was growing up, 
and they, um, when it became a national park, of course they were asked to leave. And um, his 
family, and I know a lot of families lived longer than his did on the park. He was asked to leave, 
his family, in 1932. Like he was nine years old at the time. Of course he was the oldest in the 
family. And there was, like, eleven of them at, children, at the time. And they, at that time, of 
course they lived real close to Joppa Church, which is still standing, and his dad, and his 
grandparents, are buried there at Joppa Church. And they had, um, they had a general store there, 
they went to school there, I think for awhile that maybe Joppa Church was used as the 
schoolhouse. Where they went to church, and where they went to school, and then they went to 
church there. At Joppa Church.  

#00:01:59-9# And then there were other families up and down through there. There was a 
Denham family, there was Parkers, there was Skaggs, um there were different families that lived 
in the vicinity there. All of them didn’t live on Joppa Trail but they lived there close, you know. 
And they all played, I remember my uncles talking about going down to um, um, Cedar Sink, 
and playing. And going, and fishing. And going down to the Turnhole. When the, you know, on 
the river there. And uh, playing, and him talking about how devastated they were, when they 
actually were told that they had to get off the park, they had to leave their home. And go 
somewhere else. And uh, it was, it was hard, on, on the families because they just literally just 
had to relocate, and, got very little out of their land and everything, you know, to actually move 
their lives to some other location. And uh, try to make a living, when they were just you know, 
small farmers. Most of the families there, they didn’t have a lot of land, to farm and make a 
living on. And they just, just got by. And, oh but he, um, they, actually as they moved, and a lot 
of them scattered. Course the majority of them stayed in Edmonson County. And as he was, I 
can’t remember now, what ah, age he was I know his, youngest brother, he was born in uh, let’s 
see, in uh, the late 30’s yeah 38 I guess, 39, somewhere along in there. He, usually I can’t 
remember the exact year now. He’s, he is the only, boy in the family now that’s still living. He 
was real small when they left. And, um, it wasn’t long after that, that um, his dad died. And then, 
he was old enough to actually make a living. And he went to work, you know and trying to, you 
know, find what jobs he could? And help take care of the rest of the family. He became, more or 
less became the dad of the family after that. And tried to make what living he could, to help take 
care of everybody and feed em and, and uh, like that. So it was, it was hard on him.  

#00:05:05-9# VS: What was his name again? 

#00:05:05-9# JR: Um, my dad? 

#00:05:07-2# VS: Oh yeah. 

#00:05:08-7# JR: J. C., or Julius Clayton, Rutherford. Is his name. My granddad was um, John 
Wesley Rutherford. And um, I’ve had, as I was growing up, course they called him Johnny. 
Rutherford. And of course there was a race driver, um, on the, at Indianapolis that was called 
that, and they used to kid me, cause I said Johnny Rutherford was, raced cars. But uh, when uh, 
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one of the, his uh, aunts. One of my granddad’s sisters, her name was Violet. She married Joe 
Heron [spelling?]. And they owned where, it’s called Sloan’s Crossing now. It’s out on, highway 
70 I think, as you come in to the entrance to the national park. They owned where its called 
Sloan’s Crossing, and at that time, I mean, back when they owned it, it was called Beaver Pond. 
Of course there was a lot of beavers built, their dams back in, in that. And that’s what it was 
called. And I don’t know why they changed the name. No, don’t, don’t have no idea. But they 
owned all that there. That all along there, is on the edge of the park and all they had, they had, 
like I said a general store. They had, they had several different, uh, little shops and things, that, 
just a, a community there. Of families. That, uh, lived on the park. That, uh, they all just had to, 
literally just uproot. And move their families. And quite a few, course the majority of them 
stayed in Edmondson County. And, some moved in the areas called, there’s one community 
called Cedar Springs. Another one, where I live, called Chalybeate Springs. And, uh, several 
families, that, that lived on the park, that’s were a lot of the moved. From the area around where 
my dad’s family lived. And I still live around close to quite a few of them. Of the Skaggs family. 
I go to church with a lot of them. That their families lived over there. And um, they uh, it was 
just uh, well, it was just like a mass exodus? Of an entire community. That lived over there. 

#00:08:08-2# And, and I can remember when I was small, when I was growing up. And my 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, different ones. Like on the 4th of July? We would go, and of course 
then, there weren’t paved roads into the park. Very few at all, even going up to, just to Mammoth 
Cave itself. There was, a lot of em were still graveled. When I was small. And, we would go, just 
a big group of us, on the 4th of July. We’d go, and go up to, I can remember a lot of, especially 
my family, we’d go to, um, an area close to the river. And I think the old roads that we traveled 
on are still there. But they’ve overgrown alot and of course now they they’ve got the highways in 
there, you don’t see those roads. But we would travel on those roads and go and follow the river, 
and go to um, close to where the Turnhole, in the river is. And it was like a, it’s an eddy, in the 
river. And we would picnic on the 4th of July. And spread blankets, and quilts down on the, and 
I can remember, one of my uncles, had a, um, a little girl. She was about 2. And she was very 
active. And I can remember him putting a rope around her belly. And then tying her to a tree. So 
that she would stay on the blanket. And not wander to the edge of the river. So, and she would 
play there. Of course and he would do this so that she wouldn’t, wouldn’t wander. And we didn’t 
have to continuously watch her.   Of course I was three or four years older than her, but I can 
remember him doing this. And he had a wooden boat, that he would take, he would put it on the 
back of his truck and take it down there, and him, and two or three others would get in this boat, 
and get out on the river and fish, while we were there, during the day. And we’d spend the entire 
day. And a lot of other families would do that, go to different places up on the park. And uh, 
spend the day on the 4th of July. 

#00:10:31-3# VS: So 4th of July was a big day for that. 

#00:10:32-3# JR: 4th of July was a big day for that. And this was, I’d say this was in, the uh, late 
50s? Probably. Mid, late 50s and, but there was quite a few different ones, would, would just, 
they’d load their families up and go do that. And then, and then, it wasn’t, probably, I can’t 
remember the years, that they started paving roads into the cave. Up into the, where the, main 
entrance   and everything. Where the hotel and the Visitor Center are now. I can’t remember the 
years that they started paving those, but this was prior to, them actually paving all the roads up 
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into the main area of the park. But uh, at that time, all of it was you know, gravel, and we would 
go in like that, and just really enjoy, uh, spending time up on the park. And uh, but I can, I can 
remember my granddad, of course, this is my mom’s dad, getting upset when they started paving 
the roads. He said, “They’re just messing up, our roads into the park.” But uh, it was, slower. 
And it was just a, peaceful, you know, time. But uh, I enjoyed, you know, back then, when we 
would do that. And go up there and enjoy the park. And we could get out and walk and, and 
everything to where, I mean, I know now they have the trails. And everything on the park. But 
then, we would just get out and just walk, you know, wherever we wanted to go. And uh, and 
enjoy the, the park, and everything like that.  

#00:12:32-5# JR: But uh, my, uh, and like my dad or my grandad, that I was talking about, that’s 
my mom’s father, and one of his ancestors, is the one that discovered Mammoth Cave. 

#00:12:52-2# VS: Yeah how can [incomprehensible] 

#00:12:53-1# JR: He was a Houchin, John Houchin. 

#00:12:54-8# VS: How do you spell his last name? 

#00:12:55-9# JR: Houchin.  

#00:12:59-2# VS: OK, cause I’ve seen a few different spellings [incomprehensible] 

#00:13:01-1# JR: Oh yeah, there’s, there’s, e-n, and an e-n-s. And then there’s an i-n-s. And I 
think the i-n-s and the i-n, are pretty much the same group, some just put the s on it, and some 
don’t. But, I have an uncle, my dad’s brother. George Houchin. That, he’s still living, he’s 
ninety, uh, he’s ninety-two. And uh, he worked at Mammoth Cave, he drove one of the tour 
busses. For several years, up there, until he finally retired. But um, he uh, he could probably tell 
you some history of the cave, too, ‘cause he worked up there for quite a few years. But, I can 
remember my grandad, talking about uh, the John Houchin. When I was little, growing up, and 
uh, saying that they were chasing a bear. They had, was trying to, trying to kill the bear. 
Apparently, and they were chasing it, and chased it into the uh, Historical Entrance. Where that 
is now.  And that’s how they discovered Mammoth Cave. 

#00:14:18-2# VS: Wow.  

#00:14:18-9# JR: And uh, and we kinda got upset when they took the plaque down.  

#00:14:26-7# VS: [incomprehensible] 

#00:14:26-8# JR: Yeah. They had the, they had a plaque there, and it’s still up at the, uh, Visitor 
Center, up there in a building I think. But they, took the plaque down. When uh, they didn’t have 
official documentation at the time. And they took that down. But um, it’s still up there, at the 
cave.  

#00:14:52-2# VS: Do you know who was with him, when he discovered the cave? 
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#00:14:54-6# JR: No, uh, Poppa didn’t know, for sure, there was a, two or three other men with 
him. Uh, going after the bear. But uh, he didn’t know for sure. But he did know it was John 
Houchin. And um, but uh, I grew up around the cave, and of course we were, I would go, was up 
there, alot, as I was growing up. Two or three times a year we would go through, around in the 
cave, you know, we just uh, to us, the cave just kind of belonged to us, we felt like, you know, I 
mean it was just, it was just there, and we lived so close there, but, not very far, just a few miles 
from the park all the time. And so we uh, uh, in fact there is a cemetery on the edge of the park, I 
don’t think, it’s not on the park itself but I think it’s on the, right at the edge of the boundary. 
That a lot of the Houchins family is buried in.  

#00:15:55-8# VS: Where at? In relation to the… 

#00:15:56-9# JR: OK, its um, there’s a road, it’s called Silent Grove Rd., that comes into 
highway 70, as, um, that, it’s close to that. It, I think it’s close to where that, uh, Silent Grove Rd 
meets highway 70, its close to that, right there. Um, and um, but now at Joppa Church, several of 
my family members are buried there, on the park, at Joppa Church. And, I go up there every so 
often and look at the graves. And I took, I took my grandkids there, and showed them where they 
were buried and, then I have got, tried to keep logs of the family, and who they were, and 
everything, to where… 

#00:16:56-0# VS: Like family trees? 

#00:16:56-7# JR: Family trees and things like that. So that my, my kids, my grandkids, my great-
grandkids, will know their family history and kind of what they, you know, where they came 
from. And uh, things that have happened through the years, that, that is, is part of their history. I 
don’t want them to forget.  Where they came from. And uh, things that have happened, that made 
them part of what they are. And uh, it’s just, to me, your, your ancestors, make you. They make 
you what you are. When you start going back and looking. And uh, to me it’s important. And I 
want them to understand, that, this is where you came from. And, you need to understand that, 
you need, you need to remember this, you need to know your history. You know, and, and right 
now, my great-grandchildren, they have three great-grandmothers, and a great-grandfather. They 
had more than that, they’ve lost, uh, two great-grandmothers and a great-grandfather. That they 
still remember. You know, within the last couple of years. That they still remember. And, we try 
to instill family, in them, and, and history and, and all this, and they’re interested. They ask 
questions. And so, I want them to know their history. Of where they come from. And uh, what is, 
goes on with uh, what’s around them, and to, learn the meaning of family. And being close. That, 
it makes a difference, you know that, I don’t want them disassociated with, their, history, and 
their community and, and what’s happening to them. And they, they learned, they learn all about 
history. At school, of, of their nation, and their, their state, and their community. And, they, they 
found out the, this past weekend, of where their county, of Edmondson County, was uh, 
established. And we live within a couple of miles of where it was actually established. A plaque 
was erected Saturday, showing where our county was established. And, they, everyone needs to 
know, where we came from.  
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#00:20:39-5# JR: And, so, to me, Mammoth Cave, its uh, I don’t think the families were treated 
right, the way the government did. But it’s something that can’t be changed, and uh, all but the 
history books need to show what happened, and the families need to be recognized. That, OK, 
these were people. This wasn’t just OK, the park service, the government came in and 
established a national park. And, the land was preserved. Which is good. But, there also needs to 
be a history of, there were families involved.  

#00:21:43-1# VS: And there were buildings, and there were places, and all kinds of stuff.  

#00:21:45-6# JR: Yes. And uh, on the, on Joppa Trail.  Where my dad’s family lived, and other 
families lived on that trail. There were homes. There, they had to leave their homes, they had to, 
get, go somewhere else. And, find a new home. They couldn’t move their homes. Now I know 
that there were a few homes, I’m, I’m sure that possibly they could move. In some areas. But the 
majority of them, literally had to leave their homes. And they had to go find another home, build 
another home. And, start another living. 

#00:22:30-7# VS: And when you say, I just want to make sure I understand, Joppa Trail, is like 
the name of a, its like the name of a road.  

#00:22:36-5# JR: It’s a road, that came, uh, the way it is now, of course at that time, I mean you 
could go either direction on it. But now it is a one-way trail, and the, the road that goes down to 
Green River Ferry, uh, you can turn off of that road, and onto Joppa Trail. And at, up until 
recently, now I’m not sure whether its closed now or not, but up until recently I know that it was 
still open, at least, during part of the time through the year. And you could drive through, you 
could turn off of the Green River Ferry Rd., and you drive through Joppa Trail and it would 
come out close to Joppa Church. And um, once a year, they have, uh, services there, at Joppa 
Church. It’s the second Sunday in September. Every year. And um, they have a service there, 
and some of the descendants of families that went to church there, get together, and sometimes, I 
think it really depends on uh, the weather, how hot it is and, what the weather is. But they would 
bring a meal, and have a meal there too, but I know that they always have a service there. And a 
couple of uh, there would be at least two Baptist ministers, and one of them that helps to 
organize this, is Steve Gibson (Sp). And I can’t remember the name of the other one but I know 
Steve Gibson is one them that helps get this organized. And, they uh, but they, several of them 
come in and help to clean the church up, you know, and and uh, dust it off, and, everything like 
that. But then there’s some in the community will, through the year, will go up and kind of do a 
little maintenance and everything like that, to kind of keep it up enough, to where they could 
come in. And um, and I am not sure who does upkeep on the cemetery? Of course the cemetery 
is right there at the back of the church. But uh, they will come in you know and mow, and do 
some upkeep of the cemetery there. And I don’t know whether its actually some of the park 
service that does that, or whether its, some family members, you know, of the ones that are 
buried there. I’m not sure. But uh, but they, they have a, it’s kind of like a reunion-type service 
that they have there. They have it once a year. And uh, but they, they’ll notify different ones and, 
that they’re having this, and there will be at least a couple of ministers and sometimes there’ll be 
maybe two or three. That will be there. But uh, and I’m not sure which one, and, lots of times 
they’ll just decide among themselves. Who’s going to preach, the service, and all but they will 
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have a service there. And uh, I don’t know if they have more than one during the day. But I do 
know that they have the one.   

#00:26:11-7# VS: Sure. 

#00:26:13-0# JR: For sure. And, uh, I’m sure that probably other churches on the park, do the 
same thing. But I’m not sure when, you know, or which churches there are, but I do know that 
Joppa Church is one of them. But, on the, the Joppa Trail, uh, they redid a little bit of it because I 
think where it used to come out, it came out right next to the church. And it started, kind of 
washing out when it would rain. And they moved, where it comes out onto 70, they moved it 
over a little bit. But uh, that’s where it comes out, it starts at uh, on the road that goes down to 
the, um, the Mammoth Cave Ferry. And comes out onto uh, 70, there by Joppa Church. But 
that’s where, that’s where my dad uh, grew up.  

#00:27:20-8# VS: Is there a significance? Of the time of year that the Homecoming is? Or is it 
just a, you know if there is a significance for that date? 

#00:27:29-0# JR: Well, I think they, now they used to hold it in the middle of summer. And they 
changed it to then, because of the weather. To where it wouldn’t, it would be cooler. 

#00:27:46-6# VS: Yeah. 

#00:27:47-1# JR: Because they used to have it like in July and August. And it was just so hot. 
And of course, they’d just open the windows, and, the doors. And let the air come through, you 
know. Cause there’s no air conditioning or anything like that, no electricity. They would bring, 
uh, if they had, and they have had services at night. They bring lanterns. And they would have 
their services with lanterns.  

#00:28:13-5# VS: That’s cool. 

#00:28:14-7# JR: Yeah. But uh, but I can remember, a lot of times we, we had gone a lot of 
times to Mammoth Cave. When they would hold uh, singings. At the amphitheater? Up there, on 
the 4th, they would have, you know, they’d have different things, different programs, up there. 
My grandparents and uh.  

#00:28:40-9# VS: Continuing the 4th of July tradition. 

#00:28:43-8# JR: Continuing the 4th of July, yeah. But we, we’ve done that a lot, you know 
gone up there. And take picnic lunches and just get out on there. But uh, a lot of our activities, a 
lot of things that we’ve done, through my life, have been centered around Mammoth Cave. I 
mean, you know, it’s, it’s kind of a, basically a part of what we do. Has been centered around 
Mammoth Cave. And uh, of course my husband was uh, of course he was born, raised, in 
Edmondson County. But had never been through Mammoth Cave until after we married.  

#00:29:31-0# VS: Really? 
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#00:29:31-7# JR: He had never, never had been to Mammoth Cave. And I said, “Why?” and he 
said “Well it just had never seemed that significant.” I said, “Listen. That’s part my cave.” I said, 
“You’re going through it.” So, we started going through Mammoth Cave after we married. He, 
he would, we, we did several, you know, several routes through it. But uh, but I grew up, I mean 
from as far back as I can remember, two or three times a year, I’d take trips through Mammoth 
Cave. 

#00:30:06-4# VS: That’s pretty cool. 

#00:30:06-2# JR: And uh, on up until I couldn’t walk, one of the trails. And, and I’d still love to 
go through one, but I couldn’t hold out to do it now. But, uh, I’ve enjoyed Mammoth Cave and 
my, my sisters, my baby sister and her husband. They, they go up there now and hike. Their kids, 
they, they hike the trails and, and everything, but, that, to me is uh, its something that, I think 
families should do. I mean, it’s just something that, it’s a heritage thing. We need to really 
protect now. Now that it has been taken away from my family. (XXX)  Uh, yeah, I think that, 
that’s uh, everybody should help to protect. And keep, you know, keep as beautiful as we can. 
Because, there’s too much being lost. Of the, the trees, just the landscape and everything. It’s just 
uh, I think it should be protected. I do.  

#00:31:28-9# VS: Actually I kind of want to backtrack to what, your, was it your father and 
grandfather memories in the Joppa area, the trail area. 

#00:31:35-8# JR: Uh huh. 

#00:31:38-2# VS: Um, I just lost my train of thought (XXX). Um, the area, you said there was a 
general store, um, the school, they probably did school in Joppa, in, in the church.  

#00:31:53-7# JR: Uh, yeah. Now I think they did have a schoolhouse there at one time too. But I 
do know that they had school in the church, at some point and time. And then they also built a 
schoolhouse, at you know, for the kids too. But, uh, part of the, part of the county school was in 
the church, and then they built a schoolhouse. To have that. And then they had the general store. 
In fact, uh, if I can remember right, they talked about, seems like there was more than one store. 
Seemed like they talked about more than one store there. I mean, there was, well it wasn’t, it was 
like a general store, and then there were other shops. Like a blacksmith shop. There was, 
different people that had different trades. That, you know, where they would go, they had their 
businesses, and they would go to. To have different things done. And, uh, it was, I mean the 
whole community, you know, whatever each person was at, whatever their trade was, they had 
their shops there. And, they were all self-sufficient, you know. Then they would just go to what, 
whoever could do, uh, the different, different things. 

#00:33:31-1# VS: Right. 

#00:33:32-1# JR: They, that’s who they would go to. You know, if they, of course I mean a lot 
of them could do a lot of their own work, too. But still, they had certain things that they would 
go to someone else to help do, because naturally, I mean they, a blacksmith, I mean, they had to 
have the blacksmith there. They could do some of their work, but still they had to have help. But, 
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there was several different shops, set up you know, throughout the community there. That they, 
you know traded, they traded with and, all, and then, whenever the government came in, I mean, 
you all have to go. 

#00:34:16-1# VS: And your family, did they, you said, did they farm? 

#00:34:19-8# JR: Uh huh. 

#00:34:21-3# VS: What did they farm, do you know? 

#00:34:22-3# JR: Just, I think they had a small tobacco crop, and they raised corn, and uh, just 
their garden. And like that, it’s pretty much, what it was. 

#00:34:33-9# VS: That’s how they made their living. 

#00:34:34-3# JR: Yeah. Pretty much, yeah. And, uh, then when they left there, of course, they 
hadn’t been gone there, from there, very long until my granddad died. And then my dad, he just 
worked at whatever he could find, work at, you know, to do what he could, and uh, he uh, course 
he went into the service. In uh, 1940. 41, 41, 1941. He went into the service. Of course that was 
just 8, 9 years after they left the park. When he went into the service. And he was overseas, 
doing that. And uh, as soon as he come back from overseas, why, he married my mom. And 
started his family. Of course then his older, his brothers and sisters, as they started getting older, 
you know, of course they were starting working and trying to help out and, my grandmother. I 
can remember her uh, she lived in a little house in a community called Cedar Springs. For a long 
time. And then she moved from there to Park City. And lived in a house there. And as the, all the 
kids started growing up and marrying, getting jobs of their own and moving off, that, and now. 
By the time they were all grown and married, they had moved all over the United States. I mean, 
they, they’d meet somebody, and then they would move. It, they scattered. I’ve got, one aunt and 
one uncle. My uncle lives in Cave City. And my aunt, she’s the baby girl of the family, And she 
lives in Little Rock, Arkansas. And they’re the only two left in the family now. And uh, her 
health is extremely bad. Its, she’s just not doing good. My uncle, he is, uh, legally blind. Now 
my dad was, he was legally blind. He, had um, a disease that apparently is inherited. We have to 
have our eyes checked every year for that. And, uh, he was, oh about the last eight, ten years of 
his life, he was legally blind. And he made walking canes.  

#00:37:25-3# VS: Oh! Cool! 

#00:37:27-7# JR: And he would feel, and he made them out of, um, twisted grapevine, and 
things. My mom would go with him. And look for the vines and the limbs and whatever. And he 
would feel, to see, what, what he wanted, which ones he wanted and all like that. And she would 
help him, to uh, smooth them down, and then, uh, paint them. He would paint them, and then she 
would help him to do, kinda do that. And he, some of them he would bend, and he would put 
‘em, he made uh, would make, what do you call, jigs. To put them in. To get them bent the way 
he wanted them. And when they were finished, you know, he, but he would feel, of them. And he 
made, uh several hundred. And he sold quite a few, of them. And I have one, and he would get 
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uh, a lot of them that were straight, he would get, like doorknobs? And pulls off of things. And 
that’s what he would put on them. For handles to hold onto them. 

#00:38:29-6# VS: Yeah. 

#00:38:30-6# JR: And uh, he made all of us, all the kids, one, and uh, made my mom one, and 
different ones in the family, he would make, like that. And lot of them were like antique 
doorknobs and, 

#00:38:41-9# VS: Yeah! 

#00:38:41-6# JR: pulls and things. And, but that’s what he did. In his later years. Cause he, he 
couldn’t, he couldn’t see. But he would feel, to make, make all these. And uh, but he, he was a 
lineman, for the, uh, electrical, [incomprehensible] Electric. And uh, he did that for several years. 
And, then uh, he uh, worked, he worked as a lineman for other companies, after he left them. He 
worked in other states. For several years. And then came back to Kentucky, and uh, that’s where 
he lived for the last, I’d say, fifteen, twenty years of this life. He lived here in Kentucky.  

#00:39:34-5# VS: Back home.  

#00:39:37-4# JR: Back home, yeah. 

#00:39:38-8# VS: Hard to resist the pull of home. 

#00:39:42-4# JR: Yes, it is.  

#00:39:46-1# VS: Um, I’m trying to think, there was a few things that you made me think of, 
that I was gonna ask. Um, well actually I did want to ask, this stems, we were talking about this 
before, and you said you, when you were in school, when you were young, you went to a one 
room school, too. 

#00:40:03-0# JR: Yes. 

#00:40:04-1# VS: Where was this, what school was this? 

#00:40:05-7# JR: It was called Cedar Springs School. And it was on, uh, a highway, place called 
Chaumont Road, is what it was on.   

#00:40:18-0# VS: How do you spell that? 

#00:40:17-6# JR: C-H-A-U-M-O-N-T. 

#00:40:21-5# VS: Oh, ok. 

#00:40:23-2# JR:  Chaumont Road. And, it was off of highway 259. In Edmonson County, and 
um, I went there my first 6 years. And I had, wonderful teachers. My first-grade teacher was 
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Mrs. Ula (SP) Davis. Uh, my, she, was, well she was my first grade, and my second-grade, 
teacher. Then I had, uh, my third-grade teacher, was uh, let’s see, Miss Grace Hunt, I think. My 
fourth-grade teacher was Miss Iva Tarter (SP). My fifth-grade teacher was uh, Miss Cova 
Clemons (SP), I believe. And my sixth-grade teacher, was, was Miss Cova Clemons (SP) too. 
She was, but uh, they were really great teachers. And, I expected, when I left that school, to go to 
Brownsville. And I would be in just an individual classroom. I expected not to know as much as 
the other kids, did, you know, I was really dreading that. And, when I got there, I found out I had 
been taught more. Then they had.  

#00:41:58-1# VS: Pretty cool.  

#00:41:59-3# JR: Where they were going, you know, where they were going to Brownsville. 
And I don’t know whether it was because I was, we were, just a small group. And I would listen, 
cause I can remember, by the time I was in the fourth grade, I was listening to the, what the, she 
was teaching the sixth graders, you know.  Because we were all in the same group, and I just 
paid attention. Of course I loved to, I loved school. I mean, not all though. My first day of 
school? I cried. Oh did I cry. I can remember crying, saying I can’t go to school because I don’t 
know my ABCs. And, they finally convinced me that that’s why I was going to school, to learn 
them. And I said, it is so amazing, that my great-granddaughter now, is the age I was when I was 
going. And, when she was, of course I was six years old at the time, of course, she’s seven now, 
but when I was six, and when she was six, I mean, she was already reading, third and fourth 
grade level, at six years old.  

#00:43:16-3# VS: Wow. 

#00:43:16-9# JR: And, when I was six, I didn’t know my ABCs. I said, its such a difference. 
And of course, I mean, that was, like a sixty year span difference. In education. But, after my 
first day, I realized, oh, this is going to be fun! You know, I mean, I was, I was so thrilled, once I 
figured it out, that, oh, I’m here to learn. They’re gonna teach me this stuff. And I, I just, I 
enjoyed it. And from that point on, I couldn’t get enough. And, after that, I mean, I absorbed it, 
until, and by the time I got into high school, I mean, I took everything I could get, you know. 
And I had a wonderful high school teacher. Orie Denumbrum (SP). Of course he’s passed away 
now, but, he was my English teacher, my Latin teacher, my Spanish teacher, I mean he taught 
languages, and, no matter whether, what class you were in with him, he would start teaching you 
French, German, Greek. I mean, it didn’t matter what he was supposed to be teaching you, he 
would get off on another language. And, he taught us penmanship, you know, whatever we were 
in, whatever hit his mind, that’s what we were learning that day. Until, and he taught us, uh, that, 
you are never perfect, in anything. He wouldn’t give you 100%. But, he would give you an A+. 
And he said, “You don’t ever,” and he, one of his best, favorite phrases was, “A little learning is 
a dangerous thing.” He said, “You never get enough learning.” That’s the way he would put it. 
he said, “You need to keep learning.” He said, “You never find a stopping point.” And he, he 
would make it, well, to me he did, now some of them in class didn’t think he did. But, to me, it 
was like, OK, we need to learn more. We need to find out more about this. And, and I absorbed 
it. And, and like I was talking about, my great-granddaughter. Lily (SP) is, she’s just like me. 
She absorbs, and she wants to, she just keeps wanting to know more. She, and you, you answer a 
question for her, well it creates her four more. She wants to know more about everything. And, at 
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3 years old, I was teaching her how to do word search. Every word she found, she wanted to 
know the meaning of it. Can we make a sentence of it? Why, why is it, why do we use it like 
that? What’s it for? What, why do, you know. She wanted to know about that word. And then 
we’d go to the next one. and she continues to do that. She doesn’t want to stop learning. And, her 
older brother, is the same way. He’s not as intense with it, but he still wants to know things, you 
know. So, that’s the way kids need to be. But, that’s what, basically that’s what the one room 
school taught me. Because, when I was, would do my lessons, I was hearing the teacher teaching 
somebody else something, I wanted to know about that, too. And, its just, that to me, that’s what 
the one room school did.  

#00:47:18-0# VS: That’s true. 

#00:47:19-0# JR: Is, because, once I finished what I was supposed to be doing, she was teaching 
somebody else something that, Oh! I haven’t learned that yet. I want to know about that. And, so 
it was just a, it was just so fascinating. And, and I, it’s still is to me. And of course, after I was 
out of school, and of course after I married, I got involved in literacy. And then, that led to adult 
basic education. I started in teaching math. And then, I started in, I taught, uh, GED classes. I 
taught, the adult basic education classes. And, I discovered that, teaching adults, was something 
else. Because they, are scared. Of schoolbooks, you know. They’re scared of algebra, they’re 
scared of this, you know, and learning how to explain to them, that this is not frightening. Was 
something else, you know. But to teach them that, OK, this is what you do, this is how you break 
it down, and it’s not so difficult, once you get it broke down to, these are the basics, this is what 
you do. And it’s not so hard. And you break it down to little bitty pieces for ‘em. and they think, 
“Oh, OK. That wasn’t so hard after all.” Then, you know, it makes you, kind of glad you’re 
doing something. But uh, I’ve uh, but I just, I enjoy, I love it. In case you don’t know.  

#00:49:22-6# VS: (XXX)  

#00:49:23-2# JR: But uh, that’s what I, I just like to see people learn. I, you know. And of course 
I’ve taught every niece, nephew, grandchild, great-grandchild, everybody in my family. In the 
neighborhood, that has trouble with school. Every since, I, from the time I married, until now. 
And uh, that’s been quite a few years. 50-some years. But, I just enjoy, the learning. And, and 
that’s one reason I like the history. I like to know what happened. And, uh, finding the, your 
family history, and where you came from, and what led up to where you are today. It’s just, to 
me, it’s just something I think everybody needs to know.  

#00:50:17-0# VS: Um hum. Is that one room school still there?  

#00:50:21-7# JR: No. It’s gone. I, I drove by, uh, a couple of weeks ago. To see if it was still 
there. And, they had torn it down. Of course they had been using it for storage of different things. 
And, uh, it had finally just, fell down. But uh, I, I have friends that have pictures of the buildings, 
of where it was, when it was standing. And uh, but there’s a lot of, but it was torn down. And uh, 
let’s see, I started going there in 1952? And I went for 6 years, so it was torn, it, the last year that 
they had school there was in 1958. And it still stood for a lot of years, and I’d say, within the 
last, uh, 8 years or so, sometime within the last 8 years. It has been torn down. Course I hadn’t 
been by up there, for a long time.  
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#00:51:26-1# VS: Did they, so your last year was the last year that they used it as a school? 

#00:51:29-6# JR: Yes, Uh huh.  

#00:51:31-3# VS: So, where you at an age where you were, you would’ve gone to a different 
school anyway? 

#00:51:34-8# JR: Yes. 

#00:51:35-2# VS:  Or did you have to go to a different school? 

#00:51:36-3# JR: No, I, I would have went anyway. Yeah. But that, that was the last year that I, 
there was, 6 of us. In the 6th grade. That last year that they had it. And uh, I still have contact 
with, um, three, of the ones that still went to school there. A couple of them passed away. And 
uh, but that’s, but we, uh, and I’d say all of us, all of them that went to school the last year that 
we had school there? Of the ones that were in the same class with me? Uh, were all exceptional 
students pretty much. You know, they, it, it, the majority of the ones that went, to that, to school 
there. Went ahead and, uh, did really good, on. And, to me, I think part of it was just simply 
because it was a one room school. And, we had, um, we were exposed, to the, higher education, 
the higher grade levels. While we were still in, like the, 3rd, 4th grade, we were exposed to the 
6th grade lessons too. And uh, everybody didn’t pay as much attention maybe as I did, I don’t 
know. But, uh, basically, yeah, we… 

#00:53:20-4# VS: When you were like in the 6th grade then? 

#00:53:21-3# JR: Uh huh. 

#00:53:22-4# VS: Would you help the kids in the younger levels? Like, was there… 

#00:53:24-4# JR: Oh yeah. Yeah, Oh yeah. In fact, when I was in the 5th grade, I was helping 
the 6th graders. With uh, because I, I paid more attention than some of them did, because I 
wanted to pay attention. But uh, yeah. I helped with the, uh, smaller ones. Quite a bit.  

#00:53:44-1# VS: How many, how many kids were in school, would be in the room at the same 
time do you think? 

#00:53:48-0# JR: Oh, maybe 20. 22, along in there. About, that was about the number that was 
there. And uh, all but uh, my, the biggest problem that teachers ever had with me, was I talked 
too fast. Of course I’ve slowed my speech. When I was teaching, I had to learn to slow my 
speech down more. But, when I was in grade school, I talked so fast, and read, so fast, that, the 
teacher would have to slow me down. Because, I was, I’ve had, I’ve had a lot of people then, 
they said that I couldn’t be born in the South, because I talked too fast. But I did, I mean, my 
speech, everything was so fast, that, my husband couldn’t understand me sometimes, because 
I’d, I did speak so fast. And uh, reading, and I still know when I’m just reading to myself, I can 
sit down and I can read a book, in three hours. And I’ve got it read, I mean, because I am such a 
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fast reader. And, uh, but I always have been. And when I was in school, I could, if I had to do a 
book report, that, the biggest problem I had in doing a book report? Was actually doing a 
condensed synopsis. Because, I could, I had a, and still, do have a lot, of photographic memory. 
You know, to where, I can read the book, and then I can lay it down, and then I can read it back 
to you. And, I would get up in class to give a book report, and I would start reading the book. 
And I’d, it was hard for me to pick out the, main points in this book, to do a synopsis of the 
book. Because I just, still had the whole book there. And uh, and I would, I had, that was my 
biggest problem, of doing that. It was condensing it down a little bit. 

#00:55:55-6# VS: (XXX)  

#00:55:58-6# JR: But, uh, I’d check a book out, take it home, sit down, and read it the night, 
and… 

#00:56:04-1# VS: You’re done with it. 

#00:56:04-9# JR: I was done with it. And, oh yes, I, I wouldn’t even, I’d hate to see the books 
that I’ve actually read because I’ve read so many. That’s one thing about the e-readers now, I 
don’t have to have a stack of books. I’ve got ‘em in there.  

#00:56:30-5# VS: That made me think, so the, so you were, it was your last year when they 
stopped, but the other children who were younger, what school would they have gone to? 

#00:56:34-8# JR: Brownsville. 

#00:56:37-0# VS: Brownsville. OK. 

#00:56:38-0# JR: Yeah. Yeah, at that time, they had, a building that’s not there now, it’s called 
the Tandy Mcintyre Building. And that was where, from 7th, 7th, 8th, it was 7th and 8th grade, 
were in that building. And it was a 2-story building. That, that’s where we went to. An, we had 
uh, each class, you know, this was a different teacher, and I just knew that, I…and, believe or 
not, at back then? I was so bashful, that I wouldn’t talk to anybody hardly. I mean. I could talk 
fast, and I could read fast, but, I wouldn’t talk to anybody, hardly, oh I was bashful.  

#00:57:40-2# JR: And uh, oh but uh, and of course I grew up, I mean, my grandparents, my 
parents traveled, my dad worked all over the country, and my grandparents raised me. I lived 
with them. He didn’t have a car, and if we went anywhere, we walked. And he worked his farm, 
with horses. And uh, we milked cows. We had to draw water out of a well. When, up until I was 
a pretty good size kid. And uh, we uh, when we did washing, we would have to heat water in an 
iron kettle, and put it over, of course we had a wringer washer, and I can remember doing that. 
Of course my grandmother, she was, uh, her health was poor, and I would, I did a lot of the 
work. You know, I can remember, by the time I was 7 or 8 years old, I was doing a lot of the 
cooking, and cleaning, and I can remember even, one summer helping, doing the canning. Of, 
you know, the vegetables out of the garden. And my granddad would take the canner, off of the 
stove and set it on the floor. And he’d take the lid off, and I’d take the jars out of the, canner, and 
put more jars in, and he’d set it back up on the stove, and I would time it, and all this. And I was 
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just, and I think, Oh my great-granddaughter is about the age I was. I cannot imagine her, I mean 
not that she couldn’t do it. She’s resourceful enough that she could probably do it. But I would 
not, I wouldn’t even think about letting her do that. But, uh, we raised a huge garden. And then I 
worked in the fields. You know I pulled tobacco plants. Helped set em. And then cut the tobacco. 
Helped haul it in. The only thing I couldn’t do was strip tobacco. And apparently I was allergic. 
Cause whenever I would go try to do that, I would start getting sick. And of course, my grandad, 
he was the type, of course back then, you didn’t go to the doctor. I mean, you really had to be 
sick to go to the doctor. And even though I was doing all this working, and everything, he was, 
he would think, you know, if you said, oh I’m sick, I don’t…no, you’re gonna go ahead and 
work anyway. But, I would start vomiting.  

#01:00:27-6# VS: Oh no. 

#01:00:26-8# JR: And so, he said, well you’re just inside the barn. We’re gonna put you outside 
the barn. And of course it was cold, when we were stripping tobacco. And uh, I’d get out there, 
and I’d still get sick. So he said, “OK. You’re not faking it, to get out of work.” 

#01:00:43-4# VS: (XXX)  

#01:00:43-3# JR: I mean even though I was working hard here. So he sent me to the house and 
from that point, I never did strip tobacco. Because I couldn’t. And then, gradually, through the 
years, after I married and all, I’d still work in tobacco? But gradually it got to the point where I 
couldn’t even do any of it. Because the allergy got so bad, that even the green tobacco I couldn’t 
handle.  

#01:01:11-6# JR: But, uh, we gathered corn by hand. The horses pulled the wagon through the 
cornfield, and we would pull the ears off and throw them in the wagon. And uh, he had a, 
mowing machine, and a, hay rake, that the horses pulled. And they mowed the fields and 
everything like that, so. But, I got to grow up seeing all this. And uh, we made molasses. We 
raised, uh, sugar cane, and we had a, everything there, and a horse to pull the, pole around to 
squeeze the voice out of the sugar cane? And I would feed it, into the…and I raised up one time, 
and I figured out real quick that you do not raise up while that horse is pulling that pole around, 
because it whacked me in the back of the head.  

#01:02:05-3# VS: (laughing)  

#01:02:04-6# JR: But uh, we’d uh, he had the cooking bed? That you cooked the molasses in? 
An everything. And uh, he taught me how to skim, the pull the skimmings off, when it, as it was 
cooking. And everything, and then we sold the molasses, you know. People would come from all 
around the neighborhood, and buy the molasses. Everything. And I got to grow up, doing all this 
stuff. And uh, I said I wish there was a, somewhere, that they still made molasses like that. To 
where, my great-grandkids… 

#01:02:43-6# VS: Could see it. 
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#01:02:44-2# JR: Could go see it done. Because it was fascinating. And uh, and my granddad 
and my uncle. Had a, what they called a hammer mill. That ground flour, and meal? And they 
uh, they drove it. It was a, on a truck. And they drove it around the neighborhood, to different 
people’s houses. To uh, grind their corn and their wheat, up, on this, until finally the motor quit. 
And so they parked it, at the side of our home, and then the neighbor’s would bring their flour 
and their wheat and their corn, to our house.  And uh, me and uh, my brother, next to me, would 
get ahold of the sacks, under it. Of course we thought we were big enough to. And hold sacks 
while they were grinding all this up, underneath.  

#01:03:55-5# JR: And my brother next to me, now he, eventually he lived with my grandparents 
too. And he was, he was killed in Vietnam. In 1968. And uh, but we would do, get to do this. But 
there was so many things, that we did, on the farm, you know. And, of course get the, milk the 
cows, and, and drinking the milk. Of course then, we didn’t even think about pasteurized milk. 
And uh, my mom had, they had a separator. That they would put the milk through and separate 
the cream from it. And my mom and one of my, my grandmother, and one of my mom’s sisters, 
had a cream station. Where they sold the cream.  

#01:04:53-0# VS: Oh, cool. 

#01:04:54-8# JR: And they would separate it like that, and then they would take it, and it was, 
they had a tester. And of course the government would come in, you know, and they would 
check everything every so often, you know, to make sure that they was testing everything like it 
was supposed to be. But they would sell it.  

#01:05:08-2# VS: Where would they, and where would they sell it? 

#01:05:09-7# JR: Um, they, well they would sell it to customers. That come in, you know to buy 
the cream. 

#01:05:15-3# VS: Oh to your property.  

#01:05:14-5# JR: Yeah. They had a, and there was a grocery store. Close to where we lived, that 
uh, they, on the side of the grocery store was a little room that they had, that they used to do that 
with, and… 

#01:05:29-9# VS: Cool. 

#01:05:30-9# JR: And uh, all but, I can remember them taking a basket of eggs, to the grocery. 
To trade for groceries. You know, they would sell the eggs to the grocer. And uh, they would, 
then they, it would go on their account for the groceries. And all, but, to, you know, it’s just uh, 
and we stayed busy. Everything, I mean you were constant, you know it was constant work, 
doing, but everything was slower, and more peaceful. And now I, with everything that I have in 
my home, to make things go faster, and I think like I never get anything done. Because, you 
know, it’s just, things just need to slow down.  

#01:06:23-4# VS: Its weird, the paradox. 
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#01:06:24-1# JR: Yeah. it is. And uh, so I just uh, but I can remember the milk tasting so good. 
Of course I still love milk, um, you know that’s my, go to, when I’m thirsty. But uh, I can 
remember my grandad, uh, he would of course, we would put milk in a, in a jar, and put it in the 
refrigerator. And the cream would come to the top. And then we would take that cream off, and 
put it in a different jar, and put that on the table, and then he would, he would fix oatmeal, that’s 
what he had for breakfast. And then he would take this pure cream, and pour it on his oatmeal. 
Well, and that’s what, and that’s what I would do. But I loved milk so much, that I have been 
known, instead of the glass of milk, I’d pick up the jar of cream and not know the difference in 
drinking. And then he’d want to know where his cream went to. 

#01:07:21-4# VS: (XXX)  

#01:07:21-7# JR: And uh, and that’s when we would actually realize that I had drunk the cream. 
Because I loved milk so much, that, you know, I just, I just drunk it. You know, it just tasted 
good to me. And now, anybody, they would think that they were, they would be afraid, they were 
drinking something that would harm them. If they drank milk, that hadn’t been pasteurized. And 
to me, I mean, I grew up on it. And I survived. I, it just uh, ever, the world is getting so 
paranoid? Really, I mean that’s what it is, they’re getting paranoid. Uh, that everything has to be 
so sterilized, so, everything, like that. That they can’t just go to natural. 

#01:08:23-2# VS: Right.  

#01:08:22-4# JR: And… 

#01:08:26-3# VS: That sounds good to me though. (XXX) Um, so actually I want to backtrack 
again. 

#01:08:35-2# JR: Uh huh.  

#01:08:36-0# VS: You said the 4th of July was a big day to go to the park.  

#01:08:38-6# JR: Yes. 

#01:08:40-9# VS: Was there other days? Around the year? That you can remember that were like 
important days to go visit, the old homestead, or… 

#01:08:50-4# JR: Uh, well, well a lot of different times during the summer, really. I mean, but 
the 4th of July was the main one, because a lot of families went.  

#01:09:02-7# VS: Oh yeah.  

#01:09:03-1# JR: That was just a part of the fun. That, a lot of families went. Um, the whole 
community, basically. I mean, it was just something that everybody did, you just saw, everybody 
in the community, just about. But, all through the summer, that was something you did. You 
went to, up to the park, you went through the cave, you went through, you know, um, all summer 
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long. As long as the weather was pretty. Any, it was a good time to go. Any time, any weekend, 
you know, for the ones that worked? Um, through the week, the weekends, that’s what we did. 
We’d go to the, we’d go up to the, uh, up to the picnic areas. Uh, to the campgrounds. Cause 
there are several that go up there, and just camp. And just stay up there. I know, uh, a lot of 
different ones. That they would go camp. And then there was uh, the hike, the hiking. And of 
course like I said, my sister, and her husband and her kids, they still do. I mean that’s what they, 
they go hiking on the trails up there. And uh, friends of mine do, slot, they go, you know, all the 
trails and different things up there, they go hiking. Um, I know of two or three of my friends, that 
they go horseback riding up there alot now too. And uh, but, we go up there, we go up there in 
uh, at night, and just drive through the park, to see the deer.  

#01:10:47-0# VS: Oh yeah. 

#01:10:48-3# JR: Because they would, they would come out. And uh, if you just drove through 
slow, you know when there wasn’t, very little traffic on the roads, and you drive slow, you 
would see the deer coming out toward the edges of the road. and you could stop, and they would 
just stand in front of your headlights.  

#01:11:08-3# VS: Just watching. 

#01:11:07-7# JR: And just watch. Uh uh. And uh, but, you can drive through, and of course there 
is so many different things, and there’s still some of the old churches, and the cemeteries and 
things like that. And of course, one of the churches up there, of course this is where Floyd 
Collins is buried, up the, on of the, churches, uh, their cemetery there. And, but there’s so, uh, 
there’s just so many different things, that you can, I mean even, even as I was growing up, and 
back when I first married and all, we would, we would just go up there, and just get out and just 
walk around. And, but we would go and take, just pack a picnic lunch and go up there and just, 
spend the day. More or less. And uh, but there’s been several times we’ve gone, and watched the 
videos? That the park would put on, you know, about the different things that they have. The 
different, uh, the natural, uh, the wildlife, and stuff like that on the park, or, um, the things in the 
cave. The, the, that they have discovered. Or the, history of the cave, you know, the things that 
they’ve found through the years, and stuff. That they have the videos of, that you don’t actually 
see when you go through the cave. 

#01:12:38-5# VS: Right. 

#01:12:39-4# JR: And uh, we, uh, went up there to see a lot of things like that. That we would, 
we would go watch it. But uh, it’s just, it’s just a calm, peaceful, place, to be. And its just, we go 
all summer long. I mean, for, for a lot of years, up until, me and my husband, we, our health got 
to the point, or his did, particular, to where he couldn’t get out and walk around alot. Of course 
we would drive, and just drive through the park and just, park, you know, stop at different places. 
And just look at the different scenery and stuff like that. And uh, all but uh, just getting out and 
hiking, and the bikes, bikes too, uh, uh, my sister and her husband, they rode bikes up there. 
Quite a bit. They take their bikes and get out and do the biking trails and stuff. But uh, its just, its 
just something just to, its close to home. Its, its uh, and its, uh, its just something that you can do, 
that uh, you can just, you can just, like I said, spend the whole day. And occupy, occupy yourself 
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and uh, we’ve gone up there. Well, we’ve gone to, we’ve gone up there to the hotel to eat. 
Several times. And uh, it, its, and it’s just picturesque. I mean, and, taking pictures. Of course, 
that’s something I like to do.  

#01:14:34-7# VS: (laughs) 

#01:14:34-3# JR: And uh, I’ve got uh, between me and my great-granddaughter, now she likes to 
take pictures too. And we got up there and took quite a few pictures of different things.  

#01:14:46-5# VS: Yeah.  

#01:14:47-2# JR: But there’s so, if you just set still, it’s not long before you see a lot of different 
things that you can take pictures of. In one spot. Yeah. And uh, but it’s just uh, it’s just good for 
a family.  

#01:15:05-1# VS: Sure. Are you involved in any organizations, or groups, that like organize 
around Mammoth Cave?  

#01:15:12-3# JR: Uh, nothing other than the Historical Society, I go to that. But uh, up until my 
husband got really, sick, I belonged to the Homemakers.  

#01:15:24-8# VS: Oh yeah! 

#01:15:26-5# JR: And uh, after he got real bad, I had to stop that, and I haven’t started back yet. 
Because I had to stay with him constantly, I couldn’t, I couldn’t go to anything. And uh, since 
he’s passed away I’ve not, got started back with anything. I’ve just now getting started with the 
Historical Society. A little bit and, uh… 

#01:15:49-7# VS: The Hart County, or I’m sorry, Edmonson County Historical Society?  

#01:15:53-8# JR: Uh uh. Yeah. And uh, but other that that, no, I’ve not uh, got into anything.  

#01:16:01-2# VS: Did, the Homemakers Group? Would they meet at the, did they ever use 
Mammoth Cave National Park as a place to meet, or… 

#01:16:11-4# JR: They have used the hotel. I think, a time or two. To meet like that. And uh, all, 
but uh, they, other than that, I don’t think they’ve ever really… 

#01:16:25-1# VS: They’re not tied to the park. 

#01:16:25-4# JR: They’re not tied to the park, no. 

#01:16:30-8# VS: Um, but, while we’re on the topic, are there like any other communities, or 
like, clubs or things like that, that are tied to the park, that, like, our, us researchers should be 
paying attention to? Or should, keep in mind? 
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#01:16:44-1# JR: Well, just the, tourism. Uh, Edmonson County, the Brownsville tourism. Now 
they uh, they are working to, uh, bring tourism into Edmonson County and to Brownsville. And 
uh, they’ve been working with the Historical Society. To uh, do more of that and to, uh, bring 
more into the county. And uh, and I read, uh, I don’t know, a day or two ago, that there was a, 
that Edmonson County is one of the top counties in the state, that people live longer. Because 
of… 

#01:17:32-8# VS: Really? 

#01:17:32-4# JR: Yes. Uh because of the, uh, the general area, you know, that uh, the locale, the 
uh, just the general area itself. All the different interactions in the county. Uh, its uh, I think its 
the third, top, county, one of the third top counties in the state, of people, you know that live 
longer, I think, there’s one county, one or two counties that, like the age, age was like 79? And 
there was a couple that was at 78. And then Edmonson County and 3 or 4 other counties, was at 
77. It was like, but it was like, our general area, the locale, the, just the uh, uh, they based it on 
like the nutrition. They, the social, atmosphere. The, the economic atmosphere. The, everything, 
I forget, uh, what state, seems like it was some, uh, maybe out of Virginia. Um, a university had 
done the study. And uh, but we were ranked, up top, one of the top ones. Because, because of the 
different, the sociological aspects, everything that contributes to, your general health, your 
mental health, you know, everything. And, we were one of the top counties. 

#01:19:20-4# VS: That’s pretty good. 

#01:19:20-4# JR: And I said “Well I could have told you that!” (XXX) And I didn’t have to do a 
study! But uh, its, it’s just a good county. I mean, for, just to live in, just, but uh… 

#01:19:34-0# VS: That’s so interesting because of the history of the springs being a healing 
place to go for healing.  

#01:19:42-0# JR: The Chalybeate Springs, Uh uh. Yeah.  

#01:19:45-1# VS: It’s the county aware of [incomprehensible]? 

#01:19:47-0# JR: Yeah. 

#01:19:48-2# VS: So, well… 

#01:19:48-3# JR: Uh uh. Yeah, its, because it’s got uh, of course the Chalybeate Springs, and 
then we have the Chameleon Springs. And that’s where they put the plaque up, Saturday. And 
the Chameleon Springs, that’s where, they met, uh, in 1825, to actually establish Edmonson 
County. And uh, there, about a mile from where I live, there in Chalybeate Springs, is, where, 
they said Andrew, where the Chalybeate Hotel at one time stood, they said there’s um, an area 
there. There’s a, little subdivision called Horse Run Estates, and where that stands, right now, is 
where, after Andrew Jackson’s Presidency ended, he would come through there, and that’s where 
he would, he would stop. There was a horse track there. And he would, he would run his, race his 
horses there. And uh, all of that’s on the plaque that they put up.  
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#01:20:51-6# JR: But uh, yeah there’s a lot of history, in Edmonson County. And uh, it’s just uh, 
and there’s a lot of good churches, in the county. And we have good schools, we have, fantastic 
teachers. And um, our kids, are really dedicated? To uh, wanting to learn. I mean, we have 
teachers that motivate them. And, and uh, they’re just doing, our schools are rated really high, in 
the state, right now. And uh, we have, just, we just generally have fantastic teachers that are 
motivating the kids to want to learn. And uh, so it’s, it’s just a, it’s a good place.  

#01:21:37-6# VS: That’s very cool. Um, so, I kind of want to know, are there any aspects of the 
park, or park history, that you feel have been overlooked? You sort of touched upon, like, how 
they’ve taken the plaque off about, the discovery of the cave. 

#01:21:55-6# JR: Yeah.  

#01:21:55-9# VS: But are there, other aspects that you think, that are important to mention that 
have been overlooked? 

#01:22:08-8# JR: Well, probably not. I mean, I know that the, they have uh, and they advertise, a 
lot, where they have the hiking trails. They have the, um, places where you can actually, there, 
they have the horseback riding. They have, uh, canoeing on the river, and uh, different things 
like that. Uh, they have uh, uh, the, they talk about the history of, in the cave? Of what, what it 
was used for? You know, of course where they mined the saltpeter in there, and everything like 
that. A lot of that is, you know, is well-documented. But, it is not, well-known, nationally. 
Because I have a, a niece, that my daughter and her husband raised. Um, she just graduated from 
high school. And her dad, her dad’s family, lives in Nebraska. And a lot of them came in for her 
graduation and we had a party for her, afterwards. And I was talking to them about, the area. And 
of course, they were asking about Mammoth Cave. Cause they saw brochures on Mammoth 
Cave. And they said, “Is this worth seeing?” So I started telling them about Mammoth Cave. I 
started this long spiel about Mammoth Cave. And all the things that they can see and do. At 
Mammoth Cave. And they said, “We didn’t realize, that this was, uh, you could do all this.” said, 
“We saw the brochures, on the cave, but, we didn’t realize that, you know, all, you could really 
do all this stuff.” And I said, “Yes!” I said, and I mean I was really, laying it out. And so, 
actually, the cave is not, advertised nationally. It’s not hyped.  

#01:24:20-1# VS: Right.  

#01:24:20-2# JR: Nationally. Like it should be. Some of the other national parks are hyped, so 
much, that whenever you talk about a national park, those are the ones that pop to everybody’s 
mind. This needs to be hyped. Really hyped. Because, it’s a national wonder. It’s one of the 
world’s wonders. And it needs to be hyped. To give me a soapbox, I’ll hype it.  

#01:24:51-9# VS: (XXX)  

#01:24:51-3# JR: But, uh, by the time I got through with them, of course they were going to have 
to head back to Nebraska, you know, when they, that day. But they said, “Well we’re planning 
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on coming back.” They had never been to Kentucky before. They said, “We are coming back to 
Kentucky.  We are going to see Mammoth Cave.” 

#01:25:07-8# VS: Oh good. 

#01:25:08-2# JR: And uh, all and they said, the biggest thing, that they have, would have to get 
used to, here is, all the trees. They are so used to flat land.  

#01:25:19-9# VS: (XXX)  

#01:25:19-2# JR: That, they, it was hard for them to get used to the trees! But uh, but they said, 
“No,” said, “we, we had heard of Mammoth Cave.” And but that’s it. They had heard of it. But 
they didn’t really realize that there was lots to do. And I said, by the time I got through with 
them, they figured out that there was lots to do. But uh, you know, its, its, it is simply not, I 
mean, when they start listing national parks. Mammoth Cave is in there. But it is not, hyped. It is 
a national park. It is a world wonder. But it’s not hyped. Its, it needs to be hyped. You know, it, 
you know, get it out there! Start, letting the world know. We’ve got a national wonder here, you 
know, that people need to know about. That uh, it’s not just a hole in the ground. It’s something 
that there’s more to do than just a cave to go in. And, it needs to be talked about. It needs to be, 
put out there, and, talked about! And uh… 

#01:26:40-0# VS: Um. Was I talking with you though, in terms of like how Mammoth Cave, um, 
does research? Were you saying that you thought that, or it wasn’t even Mammoth Cave, it was 
the documentary, focused a little too heavy, or it was “A Place Called Home,” focused a little too 
heavy on certain areas of the park though, right? 

#01:27:00-6# JR: On the, northern part. Yes.  

#01:27:02-8# VS: And so it needs to be more the southern part. 

#01:27:04-9# JR: Needs to, the southern part needs to be come into it because there are so many 
families. That uh, lived on the southern part. That uh, were not even touched on. And there was 
uh, like my family, the Rutherfords. Uh, there was Skaggs, there were Denhams (SP). Parkers. 
That, and that’s just a few. And uh, the lady that I was talking about, uh, well, I’ve, talking to her 
mother. Arlene, I mean uh, Evelyn Parker. She’s 94.  And she still has a clear mind, on telling 
things that she remembers, from the park, and things… 

#01:27:50-1# VS: Evelyn Parker? 

#01:27:50-6# JR: Evelyn Parker. And uh, she, lived in Chalybeate for years. But uh, well most of 
her life, but, uh, she lives in Louisville now with her daughter. Course her health is not good. 
And, her daughter, is uh, Arlene Meredith. I think. And uh, she uh, said that Arlene has, 
documentation and, some paperwork, different things, on the history and names, and things like 
that. That she said, “Arlene would be glad to talk to you.”  

#01:28:34-8# VS: Arlene, what was her last name? 
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#01:28:36-2# JR: Meredith.  

#01:28:37-5# VS: Meredith. OK.  

#01:28:38-2# JR: And uh, she uh, see she has, uh, researched, and got some history of a different 
things?  

#01:28:48-1# VS: Yeah.  

#01:28:48-2# JR: About uh, the Parkers. The uh, uh, Skaggs. And I’m not sure about the 
Denhams (SP) but I’d say she probably, maybe has some of that, too. Them too. And uh, and 
maybe some of the other families. That lived there. But she does have some, some paperwork, 
documentation, of different things that was there, too. But there was a lot of different things that, 
wasn’t even touched on. Of the southern part of the park. Cause most of what was in the, uh, 
well the documentary that they all did, was, basically the northern part of the park. Its north of, 
north of the Green River.  

#01:29:40-7# VS: That’s right, you said that.  

#01:29:42-6# JR: Yeah. Uh huh. And uh, but now Arlene Meredith, she lives in Louisville.  

#01:29:49-2# VS: OK. And maybe I’ll get her contact information from you, not on the 
recording, just [incomprehensible] … 

#01:29:54-9# JR: And uh, but uh, that is Evelyn Parker’s daughter. And uh, she uh, uh, but, but 
Evelyn, of course I call her, pretty often. And I call Evelyn and talk to her. And, and it’s 
amazing. How much, she actually remembers. To be the age she is. And uh, sometimes I think 
she remembers more than I do. But uh… 

#01:30:30-0# VS: Would she have lived in the park? Would she remember living… 

#01:30:33-5# JR: Yes! 

#01:30:34-6# VS: There, when… 

#01:30:34-8# JR: Oh yes.  

#01:30:37-3# VS: It would be neat to have her story sometime. Just, not even necessarily for this 
project, but just for her daughter to have. 

#01:30:41-5# JR: Yeah. 

#01:30:42-1# VS: Like I hope she… 

#01:30:42-8# JR: Well now she may have, I think she has.  
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#01:30:46-0# VS: Good, That’s good.  

#01:30:48-7# JR: Yeah. But, uh, it’s just, uh, it’s the history of, but I know we would bring, my 
dad through. Of course this was after he had lost his eyesight. And uh, we would come through 
Joppa Trail. And drive through there? And he would say, now, well now, we even, it was before 
he lost his eyesight that we would come through. And he would say, “Now, our house was sit 
right back in here.” And of course at that time, we didn’t just get out and go up and look. I wish 
we had, because, then, I could have got out and went and looked. And I could pinpoint, where 
this house sat. But, we didn’t. And then after he lost his eyesight, then we, we couldn’t. And uh, 
now i don’t have a clue exactly where, I got a general notion, you know, of where the house 
would, would have sat. But, I don’t have, I don’t know exactly. And uh, all, but uh, we’ve, uh, 
different times we’d come through and he’d say, “Well now right up there is where the house sat. 
And I played all out in here.” And, but uh, I know, one of my uncles, would talk about going to 
uh, down, would go down, they’d start down to the Cedar Sink. To fish. When they were kids. 
Little. And uh, they couldn’t have been real big. And he crossed a log once, and he got bit by a 
copperhead. And uh, they uh, he said, up until, well up until he died, he passed away a couple 
years ago, and uh, he still, he said, up until, even ’till then, his kneecap was numb, and tingly 
feeling, when he would touch it. Uh, where that copperhead had bit him. And then, back in uh, 
’70, about ’71 or 2, I got bit by a copperhead, on my ankle. And I said something about it, it still 
felt numb and felt funny. For several years afterwards, and he said, “It’ll always feel that way.” 
Cause he said, “My kneecap does.” And uh, and it does. It still, still has this, kind of a numb 
sensation. Where it, where it bit me. But uh, the thing of it is, the copperhead died. Instead of me. 
(laughing) I got, I got ragged about that alot. Because the copperhead died. And uh, it did, I 
mean it just crawled off and, died. And uh… 

#01:33:32-5# VS: (laughing)  

#01:33:34-3# JR: They uh, they’ve teased me a lot about that one. Yeah.  

#01:33:43-2# VS: Well, I mean is there anybody else that you can think of that we should talk to 
for this project though?  

#01:33:46-3# JR: Uh, well now I don’t know, now there’s a couple that lives there in 
Chalybeate, I go to church with them. Wavie Lynn Skaggs. 

#01:33:59-7# VS: OK, 

#01:34:01-9# JR: Uh, I know their family lived on the park. I don’t know now, Wavie, is, he’s 
up in his 80s. So I would say, that probably, he might could, uh, remember some of, you know, 
his family, living up there. Uh, in fact, he might remember living there too, because he’s, a little 
younger than my dad, but, he wouldn’t be a lot younger. So, cause now some, of course, my 
dad’s family moved out in ’32. I’m not sure when their families would move.  Because it was 
staggered. When they moved out. Um, there’s another gentleman that lives there in Chalybeate. 
Um, Bruce Denham (SP).  
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#01:34:58-7# VS: Of the Denham family, OK.  

#01:35:00-2# JR: Of the Denham family. And he’s way up in years too. Uh, he might, he might 
remember some of that, some, you know.  

#01:35:11-5# VS: Um hum. How do you spell Wavie? 

#01:35:13-9# JR: W A V I E 

#01:35:17-6# VS: I E, OK. I was close. I guessed on it.  

#01:35:24-4# JR: Yep.  

#01:35:30-0# VS: OK. Well, I guess at this point it’s just really if there’s anything else you 
wanted to add, or, anything, like, I didn’t think to ask about that you wanted to include, or. Is 
there anything else you can think of? 

#01:35:45-1# JR: Well, I can’t think of anything. Other than just, hyping the park. (XXX)  

#01:35:49-9# VS: (XXX) If you ever think of something, too, you can let me know. We can 
always do another one, or something.  

#01:35:56-3# JR: Yeah. But, but yeah. When uh, but when, like i said my niece’s family that 
came in from Nebraska. I didn’t really realize that Mammoth Cave was not , I mean I knew that 
people would know about Mammoth Cave, you know. Of where, but they really didn’t. They 
just, knew, OK, this is a national park. That was it. They knew nothing about the park. They said, 
“We saw the brochures.” And that’s all they knew. About… 

#01:36:37-9# VS: [incomprehensible] how fantastic and how old it is.  

#01:36:40-1# JR: No! No. 

#01:36:41-0# VS: And how big it is.  

#01:36:43-0# JR: Uh uh. No. And uh, when I started, they said, is it, would it be worth our time 
to go see it.  

#01:36:49-3# VS: Yes! 

#01:36:51-5# JR: And, yes! And I spent the next 30 minutes, informing them, of yes, it will be 
worth your time. But, uh, until then, of course I mean, I’ve lived here all my life. And I know 
what it is. And I didn’t really stop to think, of course my husband has family that lives in Dallas, 
that we would go see a lot. And they would come in. And, they just automatically went to the 
cave, and, and went on tours. And like this, because, I mean, for years, they would come in here 
and we would go to see them. They knew about it. So I didn’t really stop to think that a lot of 
others, that, from other states, might not know.  
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#01:37:36-9# VS: Yeah.  

#01:37:36-9# JR: And when they, of course this was the first time they ever been to Kentucky. 
And they’ve never really had a lot of contact with very many up here. And, so, I didn’t stop to 
think that, a lot of other people, from other areas, might not really know. Unless they just are, 
just actually took the time to check it out.  

#01:38:00-8# VS: Right.  

#01:38:02-0# JR: To see. And they didn’t know.  

#01:38:03-8# VS: Well, I’m not from this area, and I didn’t really know about it either.  

#01:38:07-0# JR: Yeah. And, so, it needs to be, advertised more. It needs to really be hyped up. 
Big time. So that the, world, knows about Mammoth Cave. And when they were, this morning 
on TV, they were opening Disney World, in China. And all the hype, and all the, that, and of 
course I, I thought that, you know I thought, well OK, we need to advertise Mammoth Cave 
more. We need to put it on TV. We need to, you know. It, it just, more people need to know 
about, what, what it is.  And uh, then its, it’s a, it needs to be advertised, it needs to be, uh, put 
out there, more, like a lot of the other national parks are. Because it’s a natural wonder. It’s, it’s 
not, just, like I said, a hole in the ground. It’s a natural wonder. And it’s not just, the cave. It’s an 
entire park, of things to do. And things to see. And, its history. And it needs to get out there. 
Yeah, (XXX)… 

#01:39:33-8# VS: Is there anything else you want to add, before? 

#01:39:36-5# JR: Uh, not that I can think of.  

#01:39:38-3# VS: That’s a fabulous note to end on, I think, don’t you? 

#01:39:41-3# JR: Yes, it is.  

#01:39:43-8# VS: Well, thank you so much! 

#01:39:43-2# JR: You’re welcome. 

#01:39:45-7# VS: And um, just to repeat, its um, this is Virginia, I’ve been here with Janelle 
Ray, and its Tuesday, June 14th, and this concludes our interview.  
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Gregory Davis (GD) 
Lee Davis (LD) 

[00:00:00] 
AG: This is Ashley Gilliam. It is April 23 2016, and I am with two sisters from Louisville who 
have a relationship to the national park of Mammoth Cave. And I wanna thank you for doing 
this, so tell me about your relationship to the park.  

MR: My grandfather, for his profession, was a secretary manager of the Louisville Automobile 
Club and in that position, he drove all the roads and highways throughout the state of Kentucky. 
And so he became involved, in his capacity, with his job. He was aware of the cave—the 
Mammoth Cave—and that it should be preserved. And there were other citizens of Kentucky that 
felt that the cave should be preserved. And they formed the organization, the Mammoth Cave, 
and eventually National Park Association, but it was just the Mammoth Cave Association before 
that. And so, then, he remained a part of that board for the entire rest of his life. And, um, for 
years, this association met in Louisville and they met at the Brown Hotel and all the records for 
Mammoth Cave National Park Association were kept in Louisville possibly until the ‘70s.  

So, my sister and I and our families all were—very much felt a sense of ownership of 
Mammoth Cave (XXX) and a pride and joy in this national park. And our family had had, um, 
the opportunity to be part of having it created.  

AG: So, he was really passionate about the cave itself.  

MR: Oh, yes. [adamantly] 

AB: And the land.  

MR: He came down here many times during the year and he took—he went through the cave—
all the different routes and, um, he was very involved with the cave, the national park people, the 
concessionaire, the families. He was a very gregarious person, so he knew people and people 
knew him, because he was ready and willing to go to bat to protect the cave. 

AG: And you mentioned earlier the people who owned the land previously were not from this 
area? 

MR: No. The people that—the people that took this idea to make this a national park were not 
from this area. They were businessmen and lawyers and perhaps some politicians that were from 
Louisville and Frankfort, Lexington—that had more political clout and had more ability to do 
networking to then reach out to Congress.  

AB: And visionary … to understand that if someone didn’t do something it would be lost.  

MR: This was way bigger than a roadside tourist spot and it needed protecting. I think they made 
it, as you all probably learned in your research, to that point in history it had already been used 
by many different people. It had been used by the Indians. It had been used by people during the 
Civil War. It had been a tuberculosis hospital. There were all kinds of people in and out of the 
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cave, and I think their vision, even though people may have not been happy that their land was 
eventually taken, um, should have been happy that it was preserved instead of being destroyed 
and damaged for future—protect it for future generations.  

KH: Did you all as children take trips? I mean did you come— 

AB: Yeah! Oh yeah.  

MR: We came. We went on all day trips.  

AB: Yeah. Grandmother and Daddy Jean when they would come down we would come down 
too. And the treat was—and people laugh at me—is that at the hotel they served vanilla ice 
cream and it was just Hershey sauce poured over the top, which you know if you’re a good kid 
and you are sitting on the front steps of the hotel, then your treat—what your treat was 

MR: It was just one scoop. (XXX) 

AB: It was just one scoop. And you could have had it at home, but for some reason it sure tasted 
a lot better when you were at Mammoth Cave.  

MR: But um, but we went on, I mean even in high school, we went on trips that were the all day 
trip where you would go to the snowball dining room.  

AB: Mmhmm. 

MR: And, um, and you were really underground all day long.  

AB: A long time.  

MR: But you did—now that they have that whole trip all divided up into many different parts. So 
you could just go see the frozen Niagara… um, anyway the historic trip. I don’t know if anybody 
sees the snowball dining room anymore, but…  

KH: I don’t know.  

MR: Have you ever seen it? 

KH: Huh-uh.  

AB: Oh my gosh, it’s awesome.  

MR: It’s unbelievable. This humongous room with very flat ceiling and the whole ceiling are 
gypsum flowers.  

KH: Oh, incredible.  
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MR: And so they look like snowballs, but over time when they were serving food in there, what 
they were not aware—at that point keenly aware of was that this—they were serving hot meals 
with steam tables and that was causing extra humidity and messing with the balance in the cave 
and so mold started growing…  

KH: Oh. 

MR: On the gypsum. On the ceiling, so it was going from white to black.  

AB: So it looked dirty. Sooty.  

MR: And then—And now the other issue is the paths were not asphalt then. They were more like 
paths and they—sections of that asphalt and things on them to try to level them out and make 
things be accessible. But also there were, you know, security things and all that that if they 
needed—had an emergency, once you’re down in the depths of the cave there’s no way out. 
There’s one elevator. And it was—it’s—I mean I’ve not ever been on it, but it’s—it was 
exclusively for the food service and apparently there was a very small elevator that would cut 
through solid rock. You should ask if you could get a ride on the elevator.  

KH: Should do that, yeah. 

MR: (XXX) and find out—find out what it’s really like.  

AG: So how long have you been active in the Mammoth Cave National Park Association? 

MR: I… 

AB: Forever… Not really. 

MR: Yeah I don’t know. I don’t remember when we joined and for years my grandmother—our 
grandmother—came and she was a member of the association long after our grandfather died. 
And we would come and bring her— 

AB: Bring her.  

MR: And at that time our parents lived in Texas and my grandmother finally said well, to my 
mother, wouldn’t you like to be a member? And mother was like, well, sure. And, but, nobody 
ever thought if you lived that far away that you would want to join, but mother did. She had the 
same enthusiasm that everybody else did and, um— 

AB: And the same name. She was Eugenia Stuart Barnes.  

KH: Oh.  

MR: And then, um, so… And that was probably about the time we joined but I—it was in the…  
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AB: 60’s.  

MR: I don’t think we—I think it was probably in the 70’s for us.  

AB: When mother joined and then maybe 70’s for us? 

MR: Then we got a phone call from another one of the members of the executive committee, 
Joan Knight. And Joan had been an employee of the Louisville Automobile Club, and our 
grandfather, Eugene Stuart, had been her boss. He had hired her and she was English. She was a 
war bride. And so he, um, he felt always very protective of her because I think after she moved 
to this country and had two small children, I think she became a…  

AB: A widowed war bride.  

MR: A single—well I don’t know if she was a widow or a single mother. Anyway and so Joan 
over the years had continued to work with the automobile club. Then she married a man who was 
from the Department of Tourism for Kentucky and, um, she was on the Mammoth Cave board, 
and he was also. And, um, anyway she called us and said, “I don’t know why you all aren’t part 
of this. Wouldn’t you like to be on the board of the Association?” (XXX) 

AB: Yeah.  

MR: And we said, “We’d love to.” So…  

KH: This is a family legacy for you.  

AB: Yeah.  

MR: It is. And at this time, you know, our husbands are members—not of the board of directors, 
but they’re members of the association. As well as our children.  

AB: Our children are.  

MR: And unfortunately about Annie’s son lives in Louisville, but my children… one lives in 
Minnesota and the other one lives at Washington state, so, but we still keep ‘em… They’re still 
connected.  

AB: Yeah. And our cousin.  

MR: And we have some first cousins that—but they all live out of state.  

AG: Is that really common? For there to be a legacy of sorts with the association?  

MR: N—No. It’s not. It is common. Um.  

AB: Well.  
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MR: There’s several people—a man named David Eppenheimer—his father had served on the 
board until his death. And David is still a member but he lives in Tucson, Arizona and there were 
a couple other people…  

AB: Mmmhmm.  

MR: I don’t know if their families are still—you’d have to ask Lee. He may know of some 
others. The Pace family. We don’t have a recent membership list, but there used to be. On that 
list we could tell that there’s several generations of some of these families that were involved, 
but they weren’t from, um, the other parts of the state. They were more local. I will tell you one, 
um. Jane Helm Baker, um, she has been on the board. I don’t think she’s on it now. She’s… lives 
in Glasgow and I believe that—I don’t know whether it was an uncle or, um, her father… 
someone in her family had also been— 

AB: A member.  

MR: One of those original people. And, um, and her husband was a judge—Walter Baker. He’s 
now deceased. Both of them had been on the board. And uh, so, but I think she was a second 
generation family from out of the state and, uh, so it’s—it has been kind of interesting for us. 
Well, even with, um, the Hansons. That I’m sure you’ve already interviewed. Garner Hanson. 
But Garner Hanson’s father was a guide. So, there was a history of families 

AB: And connections 

MR: Continuing 

AB: Some were employees 

MR: to feel responsible, and in a protective way, for the park.  

AG: So why are you interested in participating in the association, beside the legacy? 

AB: We’re biology majors. 

MR: Right.  

AB: We are biology majors.  

MR: And we feel that it’s—as special as it is and the fact that it’s a national park and it was one 
of—for years considered one of the wonders of the world. And it seems to be kind of overlooked 
these days. And I think it’s really important that—somehow we still keep making sure that 
people don’t forget it. It’s—it has had all sorts of special United Nations designations and people 
from other countries want to come to Mammoth Cave and yet they’re just a lot of Americans 
that—it’s not a glitzy place—but it’s something that there’s not as many people coming here 
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now as used to. And maybe it was before air conditioning. Maybe that was it. Maybe people 
came in the summer because they could get—they could cool off. 

AB: And boy scouts come. And school groups come here. One of my former students, if we talk 
about connections, he’s a school teacher down in Southern Kentucky and he brings his third-
graders here and he has them stay and just listen and see if they can identify the languages 
they’re hearing, because, you know, many times it’s maybe only one person who’s speaking 
English and everybody else and just the fact that here you’ve got little kids, you know, I mean 
he’s hooking them on Mammoth Cave, and then they go home and tell their families that they 
were here hearing all these different languages. I mean it’s magic… to hear all of that, you know, 
right here in Kentucky—just it’s awesome.  

KH: So how do you pick the projects? Like does the focus of the group or what you think the 
group is about, does that affect picking the stagecoach project, supporting the film, the 
Mammoth Cave: A Place Called Home? Like how do you decide what to throw your…  

MR: Well, it’s been complicated.  

AB: It’s a challenge.  

MR: Because we, I mean, any time you’re trying to deal with—bring a group together—and it’s 
always a decision—it’s not only your—it wouldn’t be your decision. It would be—it’s the group 
decision.  

KH: Consensus.  

MR: And if you go through the list of members, you will discover a huge number of them have 
worked at national parks and national parks associations before. And that they’ve settled in this 
area. So they have some very definite ideas about things that they know—that they can see that 
can be done and they know how to work with the system. And before Lee Davis was the 
president of this board, there were several other people that were president that were just nice 
people but they didn’t know how to work with the national park. They mostly came together and 
listened to them give a report every year and said, “Oh, that’s nice. The grass is cut and it looks 
like you’re really doing a good job.”  

And the first time Annie and I came down here, our first official meeting as real board 
members, we came and we spent the night at the hotel. And we were—since we got to the 
meeting said, “We have some issues that we’d like to speak about. The gardens at the hotel are 
totally full of poison ivy and weeds, we stayed at the hotel and the ice machine was broken, the 
wall phones in the hall were broken, and we are mortified that this is representing Kentucky and 
the national parks.” And Joan Knight, who got us on there was like, “Shut up!” (XXX) “You 
know who’s in charge of everything you said?” And it was like, “Uh… hmmm.” Garner Hanson, 
who was the concessions person. Well guess what. They really improved. We drove by this 
morning. There’s some lovely irises blooming outside in the planters.  

AB: Beautiful. Beautiful flowers.  
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KH: I’m from Kentucky and we did come to the cave when I was a child so I’m sure I stayed—I 
don’t remember though.  

MR: They were orange shag carpets and olive 

AB: You just saw it didn’t you? (XXX) I saw that picture come across your face. (XXX) 

MR: And when they say, “Oh they’re redoing them” and then they said, “and Hubbucks of 
Louisville is doing them and they’re recreating them exactly the way they were.” And it was like 
[sound of taking in air disgustedly] They were ugly. And, um, but they were done by a decorator 
in that time period when that—when avocado kitchen appliances—you know there was time 
period that was the thing.  

AB: The new.  

MR: So, anyway, we voiced our opinion the first time and were kind of squelched, but after that 
we didn’t really—we came with an agenda of education and science and how to get—how to 
communicate through the signage and we did at least encourage. They would, the national park 
people, defer to us to have a conversation after the meetings. The, uh, assistant directors and then 
we would meet their education people. So, they knew that some of us were supporting them and 
then when we tried with this organization to, um, get them to get some money toward developing 
those education programs some of the older members who’d been around for quite a while voted 
to only spend the money on bricks and mortar and not anything that was supporting things like 
that until Lee became the president of the board. And he’s just marvelous.  

AB: And he’s been able to explain the ins and outs of how the, you know, National Park Service 
works. And how you can do it this way but you can’t do it that way… Or how the funding works 
or the rotation of the budget or how many years in advance you have to get something on the, 
you know, the ledger before they’ll even—and they were talking about it today. Something was 
seven years.  

MR: And there are things that get stuck in committees. I mean, there’s such—it’s such a 
complicated process that the average person has not a clue how this works, but Lee also came 
with a different knowledge. I mean, we are much more about science education and biology and 
conservation and we’ve—again when I was in college, I was a counselor at girl scout camp and 
we brought our girl scouts here and camped out with them, and my sons have been here with the 
scouts and done trails and camping and all that. Um, we canoed through the park. We’ve done a 
little bit of everything over the years, but, um, but Lee came with a whole other perspective we—
because they’re horsemen and they ride. So they had a perspective on the trail rides and what has 
been done and what hadn’t been done. And what was needed in signage, because the park offers 
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so much that needs all these different experiences. So we’ve learned a tremendous amount from 
him. Plus the fact that he’d been a superintendent at other parks and…  

AB: And it’s not just what’s underground. My son’s claustrophobic and when he was a boy 
scout, and our sons are all eagles, and so in turn her crew would have been, and they’re older 
than us, they would be down in the cave. Well, that makes my son sick, but in turn he wanted to 
be a member of the association, because he thinks Mammoth Cave—he thinks above ground and 
all the hiking—and the fact is, you know, he said, “why aren’t people talking more about the 
trails?” You know it’s like Lee and the horse trails. Well that’s where Stuart’s coming from on 
the hiking trails, you know, because it’s above and below ground.  

MR: Well, the other thing is— 

GD: Everyone doing okay? Not too hot for ya?”  

MR: It’s just perfect.  

GD: Oh, sure? 

MR: You might be cold. (XXX) 

GD: [from afar] You want a coat? 

AB: (XXX) Always a gentleman.  

MR: Um, the um, I’m just trying to think what I was going to make a point of 

AB: Well, and the frustrations of the Green River ferry. There’s all these things that impact so 
much, you know, it impacts the local, but it also— 

MR: Between the Green River ferry and— 

AB: The dam.  

MR: I’ll tell you what I really learned about a different superintendent. All the different 
superintendents change the personality of what’s going on here. So we had some that were only 
about the mowers.  

KH: You mean mowing mowers? 

AB: Mowing. Yeah.  

MR: Yes.  

KH: Wow.  
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MR: And they—and  

AB: If it’s more than a three percent grade you can’t cut it.  

MR: That’s why it’s looking ratty these days. Somebody turned a mower over on the, um, gosh, 
on the Shenandoah Parkway, and ever since then they changed all the rules for every single 
solitary national park that you can’t mow a slope that’s more than 10 percent or some—so now 
they’re not mowing anything but this far off [shows with hands a small distance] the road and I 
swear they make bat wing bush hogs that’ll reach farther than that. (XXX) But anyway, you see 
them out on the highway. You see people mowing all kinds of stuff on the highway, but they 
won’t let ‘em do it on the parks anymore.  

KH: So different people in the group bring different perspectives about what the focus will be 
and different superintendents bring different… and so you all— 

MR: Yes. One was art focus, and he got involved with the state and he got involved with having 
arts watercolor workshops…  

AB: Right. Workshops, yeah.  

MR: And all kinds of things like that, and then before him was a superintendent who has brought 
to work with the whole system—with all the outlying communities and that was about tying it 
into the—the getting sewers.  

AB: Right. The water systems. So we see the signs up that say this is part of the Mammoth Cave 
watershed. You know, so that you see… you know how far out that is.  

MR: So, with those superintendents, their agenda is gonna be their agenda and we can’t—
haven’t done much to, uh, change that. But some, I presume the agenda the director, or the 
superintendent now, is to deal with the hotel and the dining room, but the personality ebbs and 
flows with the superintendents and, um, some of them you get to know really well. And then 
some of them have been more distant. Some of them have been harder—some of them don’t 
really want to work with the association and some of them see that a partnership is a good thing.  

AG: Is it difficult to build that partnership with the park? 

MR: Is what? 

AG: Is it difficult to build that relationship with the park? 

MR: Well, I think there’s some complicated things about it that, um, they wanted. You’ll notice 
that there’s a friends group. They wanted a group that would raise money for them to do different 
projects, but then they have these ground rules. If they want you to do that then they… it gets 
so—it gets very complicated. And if we were not part of it—if we were a state, our association, 
then we were not under the control of Mammoth Cave at all. We are independent. And that is 
important because if you’re under their control then you can’t spend money the way you choose 
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or, um, propose something radical. (XXX) And they—they might have a few years ago would 
have said that this stagecoach was a sort of radical thing and it’s awesome.  

AB: It’s adorable.  

KH: It’s beautiful. And the story, the history behind it is really interesting.  

MR: And it’s just hard to believe how far people travelled in stagecoaches and how difficult 
travel would have been, and you probably didn’t think it was charming by the time you got to 
wherever you were going.  

AB: Or that is was cute, but (XXX) 

AG: So have the types of people involved in the association changed over time, and the types of 
things you get involved in?  

MR: Oh, I think they have. I know, um, you know, it has. I think we’d have to do more research.  

AB: Yeah.  

MR: Definitely the types of people that were involved were state, um, people with a picture of 
statewide tourism, and I think there were a lot of people that were lawyers originally. That’s not 
really… um, we don’t have any state tourism people on our board anymore, do we?  

GD: Uh, no, we do not. Joan Knight who is, her husband is retired…  

MR: And certainly he was and she was with the automobile club with tourism too, but Joan, who 
is in her nineties, you know, has a mindset of tourism, but, um, not working any longer so…  

GD: Her husband, Bill Knight, was secretary or commissioner of tourism for many, many years 
back in the—from the 1970s to 80s… pretty much through the 1980s and really put Kentucky at 
the forefront as far as tourism, especially motorcoach marketing at that time and, uh, very 
instrumental.  

AG: So the focus of the association is more historic than, um, scientific would you say? Or 
there’s just a lot of different perspectives that come together? 

MR: I think there’s a lot of different perspectives, but I do think it is still sticks—probably the 
first one—is historic. And then… but, you know, over time we’ve had a lot of broad discussions 
and encouragement of different—in different directions.  

AG: Could you briefly mention some activities of the association has done in the past? 

MR: Um, I’ve got to think, (XXX) 
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GD: Well, of course the stagecoach. I don’t know if you told them about the WKU project. The 
DVD that’s just been produced.  

MR: Well, they have that and then the stagecoach, um, Julie Hanson was the one who had the 
pieces from the original stagecoach, and they had those iron pieces that continue to exist, have 
been incorporated into the reconstruction of this stagecoach. And it looks like it’s been ren—you 
know reconstructed, or I’m not sure what the right terminology is for this—it’s beyond a 
restoration. This is…  

AB: It’s awesome, yeah…  

MR: But it looks meticulous to the original photographs.  

GD: And a lot of the projects have been from $2,000 to $4,000. I mean, normally if the National 
Park Service gives us a request then we consider it and then vote on that, which may be, you 
know, some of the many different things that— 

AB: The chestnut tree.  

GD: The chestnut tree was one of the big things. We helped them to establish that. We helped 
several years and we put out so many plantings of the original chestnut. You know, prior to the 
1940s the chestnut tree was the primary tree in this area and, uh, used for cooking and used for 
split rail fences and then barns and all kinds of things.  

MR: Oh, another one of our projects was, um, brochures and a loop at the tourism—the rest stop 
out on the interstate. And we did that for a number of years.  

GD: Did that for a number of years. Contributed to the DDD of the area and sold to…  

MR: Didn’t we do some additional signage? 

GD: Well, we printed decent schedules and signage.  

AB: Signage.  

MR: And we kinda—it’s—they’re different projects kind of come to us. People—some of us 
notice things and other people say, “Gee, it’s not a huge expense but there’s no money with the 
park service for it.”  

AB: Right.  

MR: “This is something that you all could do.” So that’s kind of how—I mean our projects have 
come from all sorts of different directions. But for years there wasn’t a lot done. It was more of 
an advisory thing to the park service. Don’t you think, Greg?  
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GD: I agree with ya. I think it was pretty much an advisory and the type of things we are like a 
partner with the park service to some extent and like you say, as an advisory group. Because this 
is the organization that bought the land to be made a national park, so.  

AB: That’s where our ownership comes from.  

MR: From other projects our grandfather was involved in. He would be involved. He would be 
out walking the land.  

AB: Yeah, walking the fenceline.  

MR: He would be getting to know all the people along the way, because he was never had been 
somebody that didn’t really get to know the people that were going to be part because the 
constituency of the area.  

Just to give you a funny anecdote, things that none of us think about anymore, but in the 
early days of automobiles, there were no highway signs. There were no road signs anywhere. 
And this is what the automobile club started doing when it became organized. It was there to 
help encourage travel by auto. And they would go, members, people that were employed by 
them, would go and they would have signs made and they would go put road signs up at different 
intersections. So people would know where they were and they could not get lost. And they did 
this even in the city of Louisville as late as the 1930s, almost to 1940. That was still—the signs 
in the city were still being put up by the automobile club. Our uncle would be one of the kids that 
was hired in the summer that—he could drive.  

AB: He was tall. 

MR: He could drive that—the automobile club apparently had a pickup truck—and signs and 
posts and go out and replace ones that were missing or put up new signs and, um, but it—out in 
the countryside it became a bigger problem that they would put up signs and the people that live 
in the area didn’t want people that want those signs there so they’d tear them down and so then 
they’d go back out and put ‘em up. And so, our grandfather was really tall and the lawyer for the 
automobile club was a man whose name was Stanley Mayor, and he was very short and that they 
would go and they would—there would be—one of them would be—put, which I’m assuming 
was our grandfather putting the sign in, and then somebody would come out with a gun to say, 
“No, you’re not.” And then his friend would be under a blanket in the back of the car and they 
would say, “Excuse me.” And they said, “Oh, I didn’t know you had somebody with you.” And 
then they’d turn around and go in and then this was—and then they, at least for a while, they’d 
leave the sign up, but they’d re-explain why they need a sign here. That all these people were 
getting lost and ending up in somebody’s field or something. And they were saying, “This is to 
protect you so that you don’t end up with all these people at your house that made a wrong turn.”  

So, um, they had trouble particularly in this area with speed traps. And Munfordville was 
notorious.  

AB: Bonnieville. 
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MR: for padding the coffers with speed traps, so if a single young person drove through town, 
they would be stopped no matter what speed they were going and they would be accused of 
speeding. And they would put ‘em in jail until they paid them some money. And so this is 
another thing that our grandfather would do. He was recognizable because he was tall and he had 
a big nose and he had a shock of white hair. So he would be in the back seat of the car under the 
blanket and his little bitty Jewish friend, Stanley Mayor, would be driving this car. And he’d be 
stopped and they would accuse him of speeding. Then our grandfather would get out and say, 
“I’m sorry.” 

GD: That was all prior to current judicial system where the towns got to keep all that money.  

MR: They would do that all around the state and they seemed to enjoy their adventures.  

GD: Who was the judge in Louisville pretty much—lived in Louisville that was pretty much 
over the purchase of a lot of the land? Do you recall his name?  

MS: I need to go back and look at…  

GD: Since I don’t have his name, I have a good story, but I won’t relate since we…  

AB: Another time, yeah.  

MR: More stories. There are a lot of stories.  

AB: Our grandfather was known as Mr. Goodroads.  

MR: That actually was what the Courier Journal wrote or the Louisville Times wrote when he 
died. That was the title of the article about him.  

KH: Well, were the automobile clubs—was part of their function to promote destinations to 
people? To encourage—not just signage so people could get around, but like go to Mammoth 
Cave. Like…  

AB: Well, yeah.  

MR: Yeah… Or go to the automobile club. Do you belong to the automobile club?  

AB: The tour book.  

KH: Is it the precursor to the Triple A, or are you saying it is the Triple A? 

GD: It was the Triple A.  

MR: It is the Triple A. The Louisville Automobile Club though, I think they might have been 
sort of independent. They weren’t all connected and then it became—it was Louisville 
Automobile Club, then it became the Automobile Club of Kentucky or something, but I don’t 



 

MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 846 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

think all the ones around the country got totally connected until… I think maybe just the cities 
had an automobile club. They didn’t have offices everywhere. You know, um…  

AB: And our birthday presents when we turned 16 was a membership to the automobile club. 
Tradition in the family.  

KH: Another one.  

MR: From the grandads.  

AB: Yes.  

GD: And I think you have to realize that then the Mammoth Cave National Park was much 
more—held much more prominence than it does today. Didn’t have the Disneyworlds. You 
didn’t have a lot of the, uh, attractions that you do.  

MR: That’s what I said. Tourism was huge.  

GD: And so Triple A and tourism, I mean, Mammoth Cave was the number one attraction in the 
state of Kentucky. So I’m usually been one of the people to come to the state, and therefore if 
they could promote Mammoth Cave, that’s what got people to come to the state of Kentucky. 
So… just about better roads… and all that kind of thing.  

KH: That’s an interesting connection I don’t think I thought about in terms of the automobile 
tourism and automobile clubs and their role and then the link. I mean, obviously your 
grandfather already had an attachment to the space, but that’s interesting that he had the link of 
his occupation.  

MR: You know, and he—by the time he took the job with the automobile club, I don’t know if it 
was just the beginning of the automobile club or not, but prior to that, he had—he and his 
brothers and his cousins had all gone to California and lived in California. And then one brother 
went to Arizona and, um—but he had been a newspaper reporter for the LA Times and maybe 
for the Phoenix paper. And then his brother in Arizona died and he brought him back and so he 
was the only brother that, um, came back.  

AB: Came. Returned to Kentucky.  

MR: To Kentucky, so, uh, one brother lived in Southern California and was in real estate for Mr. 
Huntington of the Huntington Art Gallery people. And one brother went to New York and 
became the editor of the—editor and publisher to the newspapers—so was the newspaper for 
newspapers. And yet, not a single one of them had graduated from high school. It was just a 
different time period. But they all were well-read and they became—they educated themselves, 
but—and built their careers as they went along.  

AG: So, do you think the association came to be a voice for the local community around the 
cave?  
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MR: Um, I don’t think I know the answer to that.  

GD: They were there for their input and almost an advisory council for the National Park 
Service. 

MR: And not for the local.  

GD: Not for the local necessarily.  

MR: I don’t know. You have the better perspective on that.  

GD: Yeah. You know, it’s kind of interesting that the National Park Service—the Mammoth 
Cave National Park Association bought the land to make Mammoth Cave National Park and 
they’d done the negotiation, but the people were told a lot of things in order to get their land. So 
when it actually become a part of the national park, and the National Park Service was formed, it 
become the responsibility of the National Park Service essentially to get these people off their 
land. You know, off National Park land. So, they got, you know, people not trusting of the 
government anyway. And this just further compounded that you couldn’t trust the government 
type of thing. These people have been told that they can stay on the land their lifetime. I mean, 
some of them were told different things. And then suddenly the Depression was on and suddenly 
they were coming around and saying, “You got to move out.” And so it left a bad taste. I mean, 
these were the local people’s homes. This is what they knew. Their—you know, somebody was 
building a barn, they have a barn raising, and all the neighbors around would come in and they 
would build that barn, or essentially raise that barn in one day. When they did that the ladies 
would have quilt gatherings or pea hullings and they would do the cooking. So it was really a 
community. You know, we can sit here and tell you about that today, but I don’t think we can—
even I can completely understand that.  

MR: But you know what I don’t understand is—and maybe it was a learning experience so, for 
the western parks, they’re still pockets of private land and there’s still homes left in some of the 
western ones.  

GD: But you have to remember the western national parks were not populated like the east was. 
You know, you’ve got a lot more national parks. For instance, Yellowstone has always been 
government property. Uh, you know, when you look around Carlsbad—you talk about bureau 
land management so, you know, you have those national parks in the west that it was sparsely 
populated.  

MR: So it wasn’t an issue. You just drew it on the map.  

GD: So to create a national park, you didn’t have the local people to deal with that you did in the 
east.  

MR: Indians.  
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GD: They had some of these same issues—some of the same issues that Great Smoky 
Mountains, that Shenandoah, but having said that, and Everglades, that’s about all the national 
parks that you have east of the Mississippi.  

AB: Now, don’t we have members of the association that—families who had land within the 
boundary of the park? 

GD: Oh, absolutely. My family.  

AB: And, I mean, it comes out on our discussions. Your—your family, but when we’re talking, 
you know, it comes back up and their ownership is greater than our ownership because that’s, 
you know, their—it was their earth where ours was an idea that saved it for everybody.  

KH: Right.  

AB: Yeah. Just…  

AG: So, how do you typically raise funds for all the projects that you guys do? 

AB: Would you like to join the Mammoth Cave National Park Association? (XXX) 

MR: That’s right.  

AB: We’re more than willing to take more than 20 dollars.  

MR: We have annual dues and then they, for many, many, many years they were very 
conservative with their money.  

AB: Very conservative.  

MR: And they didn’t spend it.  

GD: Yeah.  

MR: And, um, then we— 

GD: We do have a couple people though, however, and I won’t call any names, but they make a 
contribution each year to the association. They’re precious.  

MR: And it’s a non-profit so you can make a contribution to it and then the amount of money’s 
grown—now it’s diminished this year because we’ve made a little bit of an investment over here. 

AB: Which is on four wheels. 

MR: But it’s gonna be a good investment.  
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KH: It’s an incredible piece of history for the area.  

MR: Well, I think it will help people understand better.  

AB: You look at the stagecoach, and you look at a train, I mean it’s—it’s wow. You know, here, 
we’ve got two modes of transportation that we’re moving. You know, it’s amazing.  

MR: And even just thinking about going—riding from the Horse Cave hotel or the—well there 
was some Mammoth Cave Hotel at Horse Cave, right? What was the name of that big hotel there 
in Horse Cave? 

GD: Oh, Owens Hotel.  

MR: Owens Hotel.  

GD: But primarily the stagecoach was used for the most part at Woodland area so…  

AG: So is that your favorite project you’ve done with the association? 

AB: It is now. (XXX) It’s an awesome project.  

MR: It’s our new favorite. But I think that each different thing we’ve done we’ve all been— 

AB: Has been important 

MR: felt they were very important things at the time. I mean wasn’t one of the projects to put a 
cover over the train? 

GD: At one time we were asked to do that and I think we turned them down. If I recall, the park 
service eventually did that, but there was some problem with why we didn’t fund that.  

AB: With all the rules and regulations. The number of things that they were requiring of us. It 
just— 

GD: I think they— 

AB: Something I vaguely remember they kept adding more to it than it ought to be and it’d be 
more and more.  

MR: Well they—in the old days the discussion… I remember now. More and more coming back 
now that we talk about this… was a museum to display some of the historical things and I don’t 
think any—where are those now?  

GD: Well, you know, the last couple years we’ve had that museum open since the Visitor 
Center’s been completed. So a lot of those things—some of the things have been incorporated.  
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MR: But it’s nice to see— 

KP: There’s a lot of things in the curatorial room too still.  

LD: The problem is if the park service gets it, and don’t put it on display, they’ll put it up so 
nobody can see it. And you won’t be able to get in to see it because it’s got to be under a certain 
time and the moon has to be, you know, so that’s why I didn’t want to do it and give it to—give 
the stagecoach to the park service.  

MR: ‘Cause we might never see it again.  

LD: Well, yeah. You might or— 

GD: Or they might leave it out this year and then you never see it.  

MR: But you know, I think for people to see the lanterns that people carried to go through the 
caves, and I know the first tour I went on, I’m positive the first number of tours, we carried our 
kerosene lanterns. They were not electric. They were kerosene lanterns. So every third or fourth 
person was carrying a lantern. They didn’t have electricity in the cave. And they didn’t have the 
ability to suddenly turn everything out so you could see how dark it was either. And have you 
been on a cave tour?  

KH: Uh-huh.  

MR: They do that.  

AB: And no little kids’ shoes lit up either. So it wasn’t like you could see little feet.  

MR: Or people didn’t have a cell phone with them or anything like that to turn on. So, but just 
with the timing of, you know, over these years, it’s been a long time. There are different issues 
every year.  

AB: It was a two lane road that took you to Mammoth Cave. It wasn’t a highway.  

MR: It was a trip.  

AB: It was an adventure to go to Mammoth Cave.  

LD: Old 70 and before you got to the park it was probably worse than it was in the park. And old 
70…  

GD: And the days when there was no air conditioning in cars so by five o’clock in the afternoon, 
on a hot July day, they were looking for a place to stay.  

AB: And cool in the cave.  
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MR: Before there was the bridge over the river and in the summer it was just low enough you 
drove across. Did you ever do that? 

GD: Uh-uh.  

MR: Yeah. There— 
GD: A bridge over Green River? 

MR: Yeah. We just drove—we just drove over there to the other side.  

GD: Really?  

MR: Yeah. So when the dams come out there will be—it’ll be very low. I mean it’ll be late 
summer or something but it’ll be very low.  

AB: After a dry spell.  

MR: It’s like going to Yosemite and there’s all these wonderful waterfalls you look for and 
there’s not a drop of water coming over ‘em in the late summer. Do you have more questions? 

KH: I think— 

MR: You didn’t know we were gonna talk this much. (XXX) 

AB: You should have brought the lemonade and just— 

KH: Unless you have any follow-ups, we could go to 8 probably.  

AG: Okay.  

KH: Unless you have, cause you’ve thought of some good stuff I didn’t think of.  

AG: Um, well you do talk about how you felt the park has kind of—it’s not as loved as much as 
it used to be sort of, because there’s more attractions that people are aware of—Disneyworld, 
stuff like that. So, do you feel like there’s anything in the park that kind of goes unnoticed that 
you think is really special?  

GD: About 396 miles of cave.  

AB: Well, there’s that. Also the fact that the individual that needs a more level walking surface, 
we’ve got it. So that individuals really of all ages and abilities can, you know, I mean it can be a 
short walk ‘cause they could park in one of the parking areas and just take a little bit of the walk. 
Or you look at some of the young families with little people that having a little kid on a tricycle 
on that walk—there’s a fence between the kid and the road. I mean all those safety features that 
have been put in. I don’t know if people ever thought about it, but it really does make a 
difference, because it takes the pressure off the parents that, “Okay, we’ve been in a car.” You 
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know, the kid can run and not gonna zip out in the street. Yeah and I think that’s interesting in 
the fact that we are serving a whole wealth of abilities. You know, whether it’s guys on bicycles, 
guys on horses, runners, walkers—that’s aboveground and we’ve got the— 

MR: Canoeing 

AB: The canoeing and hiking then the spelunking below ground and it might be the first thing 
that turns somebody on to wanting to come back and be involved in caving. 

MR: Or being just a volunteer. So, um, I think there’s just a whole lot. I mean, it is a Disneyland 
that you have to slow down and take that—slow down to a different pace to appreciate what a 
special place it is. I mean there’s just biologically, geologically, there’s just a wealth of 
information here that can be appreciated.  

KH: And culturally.  

LD: I know that I’m gonna talk to ya later on at some point, but other things in the park that are 
well worth seeing—there’s places where there’s probably the best white oak forest in the eastern 
part of the United States. I’m talking about acres and acres in various places. And these are 
worth people coming to Mammoth Cave to look at. There’s a number of other things. Like on 
some of these equestrian trails north of the river, there’s one place you can ride up to and you can 
see in one spot at least three different refugi. Now, what I’m talking about is the Ohio River 
came down—I mean the glaciers came down as far as the Ohio River, but they spread a northern 
vegetation over southern vegetation. That’s why everybody in this area has so many allergies. 
They deposited plants in those areas. I don’t know if the seed or whatever, but anyway so this 
one area you can see hemlock and I grew up not twenty-five miles before the crow flies, from 
that area—had no idea there were hemlock growing in this area, which that would have been a 
northern vegetation. Also, right beside you, you see these big leaf trees that are cross-cousins to 
magnolia growing and there’s two or three varieties of them over there. One of them’s a paw 
paw. For some reason they’re not producing paw paws anymore, but they’ve got big leaves about 
this long, about this wide. And so they’re right by ya. And also right in front of ya here are 
mountain laurel. They’ll be blooming here before long. A beautiful spot. And it’s at the second 
creek trail. You know if you’ve been to the horse camp. And I’ll—I’ll cover that— 

MR: And one of the guides—wasn’t he a guide that wrote the book on the wildflowers? 

GD: Now he was never a guide. You’re taking about groundstone seed. 

LD: Oh, him? He wrote one book. So did Green. 

MR: But anyway there’ve been wildflower books published just on the wildflowers of Mammoth 
Cave area that are just phenomenal and because the terrain varies so dramatically that you have 
many different environments. You have meadows and you have moist wetlands and you have 
land that will support the mountain laurel and so there’s—you have the woodlands. There’s a lot 
of different environments on that property.  
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LD: Anyway that refugi is a word that comes from refugee. They’re refugees from a different 
age basically. You’ve got the northern vegetation and the hemlock and the mountain laurel with 
the southern vegetation of that magnolia cross cousin. I think that’s pretty exciting to see that. 
Most people don’t get as turned on as I do.  

MR: Well I think that’s neat. I think it’s wonderful.  

LD: When I start telling one of those stories my kids…  

MR: So is there a glacier till in that area? Since you get to different areas when you’re on 
horseback?  

LD: Well, I think the glacier’s only moved as far down as the Ohio River.  

MR: Okay. But then the dirt moved.  

LD: Well, I don’t know what it was. I mean, I’m like a little boy on the side of the road with a 
man stopped to ask him questions and he finally said, “Mister, I’ve already told ya more than I 
know.” (XXX) 

AG: Alright, well, is there anything else that you want to share about the association or your 
relationship to the park? 

LD: I better leave ‘cause it—they may wanna talk about me.  

AB: Yeah. Get out of here. We’ve got stories to tell about you.  

MR: I’ve already spilled the beans on Lee.  

LD: Oh, okay, so I’m safe. 

MR: You’re safe. I think that it’s very important for the people that are involved with the 
association to bring in more people to share our passion to make sure that this association that is 
unique to Mammoth Cave continues. It is totally different than friends organizations that are part 
and parcels of other parks. And I’m sure Lee can give you—enlighten you about what a friends 
group is versus this association. But they’re different and Kentuckians that are passionate about 
their own national park is a really important thing and we need more—need to have more people 
involved and understanding the history that it’s worth, um, keeping the park and celebrating it, 
and how it became a park.  

AG: Okay. Thank you guys for doing the interview.  

MR: You’re welcome.  

AB: You’re very welcome.  
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Partial Transcription 
Ajay Kalra: Well, this is November 27th, and the time is 
Dr. Janet Bass Smith: Two thirty…it’s 2:38 
AK: It’s 2:38, the Friday after Thanksgiving. My name is Ajay Kalra. I am a graduate student in 
folk studies at Western Kentucky University and today we are talking with Dr. Janet Bass Smith, 
who is a concert pianist who has played around the world, but she also happens to be a long 
standing seasonal ranger at Mammoth Cave National Park. So, I am sure there are lot of stories 
to be gained from both parts of her life. Well, Dr. Smith, thank you for talking with us today. 
JBS: You’re welcome. 
AK: And, we will, I mean, try to, perhaps, have it in two parts. First part, we will talk about, who 
are…what kind of people land up as seasonal rangers at a National Park in America. You know, 
what kind of people are drawn to caving, because my sense is not many people would think that 
a concert pianist who plays around the world, who’s been at Juilliard, might be their guide today. 
So, tell us a little bit about when, your, some of your earliest memories, when you were born and 
some of the things from your childhood that are dear to you. 
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1:36 
JBS: Well, I can remember, uh, very early, living in motels because my dad was a worker for the 
highway department in Wyoming. So we didn’t have really a house, we just travelled around, 
and my brother’s 18 months older than I. And so, I had an exciting kind of childhood, and 
finally, when I was five, we moved to Cheyenne. My father was then employed by the highway 
department but he was able to live in Cheyenne, and when I was five, my parents decided that I 
should take piano lessons. I’m not sure why; we didn’t own a piano. And my mother only went 
through the eighth grade in school; my father never graduated from high school. But my mother 
thought it would be important for me to be able to play the piano. So, she started me in musical 
kindergarten. But I didn’t have a piano to practice on—so I practiced on a cardboard keyboard. 
And finally, after about six months, some man came to my piano teacher and said he had an old 
upright piano he wanted to store. He didn’t want to sell it, he just wanted somebody to keep it for 
him. So, my piano teacher said that she thought that my parents would like to have that for me. 
So, he stored the piano in my house. I kept taking piano lessons. I performed when like I think I 
was six, on the stage for National Music Week in Cheyenne, and my brother and I played duets. 
And we played, kind of, all over the city. When I was fourteen, this man came and took his 
piano, and I was getting ready to do my first solo piano recital. Then my parents went to the local 
music store and payed a hundred dollars for a piano, and, when I got married, several years later, 
they didn’t want the piano, so they said, “You take your piano, please.” So, we moved that piano, 
my husband and I, from Wyoming to Montana, to New Jersey, to New York, and finally in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, we sold it for an old 1898 Baldwin concert grand—we had to give them 
a hundred dollars. So I had an 1898 Baldwin concert grand, but it was a grand piano. 
AK: Only hundred dollars more? 
JBS: Only Hundred dollars, but it was a wreck. It was a bad piano. So, we moved to Missouri 
and then I had that piano, really, uh, I sent it to the Baldwin factory—it was a Baldwin piano—
and they redid it for a cost of, I think it was for four or five thousand dollars. And they took all 
the insides out and redid the whole thing and I got it back and I still didn’t like it, because at this 
point I was about to start working on a doctorate in piano performance. So, I found a woman 
who loved the look of the piano—it was just an old big thing with fancy legs and everything. 
Sold it to her and then bought a Yamaha 74 concert grand, which is what I still have today. 
AK: Same piano? 
JBS: This piano. 
AK: How many years ago? 
JBS: 1984. I bought it new, and it came to California from Japan. And that’s my piano, and I 
love it. So, that’s my story. My piano. Now, why did I decide to be a pianist? I don’t know, 
except that I was better than everybody else—it was something I loved to do. I didn’t mind 
practicing. And, when I was in fourth grade, I was eight years old and I remember the teacher 
saying, “We want everyone to write an essay about what you want to be when you grow up,” and 
I wrote, “I want to be a concert pianinst.” That’s what I wanted to be—I was eight years old. 
And, you know, I worked toward that goal, until that’s what I am. 
AK: At that point, were there any models—I mean people you looked up to? What was your 
conception of a concert pianist? 
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JBS: I had heard, uh. We didn’t have a record player at my house. But I had gone to some 
country music concerts and I had heard some concert pianists. And I just knew I was better than 
anybody else my age. It was something I could excel at. And I think when kids can excel at 
something, that’s what they like to do. And I just seemed to have a natural ability. So, I worked 
at it, and that’s, finally when I was in high school, I was just so much better than everybody else 
that I was offered scholarships, even to Eastman, at that point, they were saying they’d give me a 
thousand dollars to go to Eastman School of Music. Well, when you are living in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, just to get to Eastman, and that’s…this was like 1953, it would have taken more than 
thousand dollars just to get there. [Laughs] That scholarship would have meant nothing. So, I got 
a full scholarship to the University of Wyoming, which is where I did my undergrad work. 
[7:45] 
AK: So you said your brother was also learning when you started learning. 
JBS: Ya. My brother had started piano after I did. But then we went to piano lessons together. 
AK: Is he older? 
JBS: He’s older. He was eighteen months older. 
AK: So how many siblings are you? 
JBS: Just my brother and me. And my brother died of diabetes, in 1978, I think. 
AK: Tell me something about your parent. I interested in their expectations of introducing you to 
piano. What kind of musical life did they have, do you know? 
JBS: Say that again now. 
AK: Your parents’ musical life. 
JBS: They had now. 
AK: Did they learn, did they sing, did they..? 
JBS: No, they had no music at all.  They didn’t understand music. My dad listened to country 
western radio, and, as I said, my parent were uneducated. There weren’t even any books in our 
house. They didn’t read. They didn’t do anything. I would go to the library and take out ten 
books at a time and the librarian would say, “Are you gonna read all those?” and I’d say, “Oh, 
sure!” Every week I’d take ten books. Because there weren’t really any books at home. So, my 
parents were uneducated. They didn’t know anything about music, and they weren’t interested. I 
don’t know why my mother… 
AK: For themselves, maybe, but for you… 
JBS: I don’t know why my mother wanted me to have piano lessons. That’s…I’m so thankful 
that she did. But I have no idea why. 
AK: Do you remember where your parents were born—which states? 
JBS: Ya, my dad was born in Missouri, and then moved to Cheyenne. His mother died when he 
was two, his father gave him to his parents—my father thought that his grandparents were his 
parents, till he was ten. And then finally his father said, “No, you’re my son.” Well, then, he 
moved him to Cheyenne. My dad then quit high school, then he could support his grandparents. 
And, my mom grew up on a farm, in Colorado, close to Cheyenne—kind of in the corner of 
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Colorado and Nebraska and Wyoming, and close to a little town called Grover, Colorado. And 
she worked hard on the farm and there was no high school for her to go to. So, when she was 
sixteen, she moved to Cheyenne and worked as a maid for a doctor. So, she was a maid. Now 
that movie The Help—that was my mom, only she wasn’t black, she was just the help. And she 
was treated like a help. She was expected…they’d call her at five o’clock at night and say, 
“We’re bringing twenty people for dinner.” And she would have to accommodate that. So she 
had a tough life and she married my dad when she was eighteen. So, she was…I think she had a 
very hard life growing up. And I think she wanted to make sure that I didn’t have that kind of 
life. But, on the other hand, she didn’t want me to go to college. She said, “There is…you don’t 
need to go to college. You can be a secretary. You don’t need to go to college.” And I said, “I 
don’t want to be a secretary.” But I did take typing and shorthand. So, if I had to be a secretary, I 
could do that. But, that’s not what I wanted to do. I wanted to play the piano. And, I had no 
concept of what really it would be to be a concert pianist. I just knew that I enjoyed performing 
for people, and that it was something I could do well. 
[11:45] 
AK: Do you remember when, when…at any specific point you were interested in a person who 
was a concert pianist...like looked up to a specific person. 
JBS: Not really. Not a specific person. Just people that had come to Cheyenne, with a 
community concert series. And I heard some of them play. But, I don’t remember any particular 
names. 
[12:09] 
AK: Dr. Smith, would you talk about your music education, your multiple degrees, and you’ve 
also been at Eastman and Juilliard, without any specific degrees from those places? 
JBS: No degree. Well, at that point, I had four boys. There was no way, and, when we lived in 
New Jersey, and I looked in the Juilliard catalog to find a professor of piano, who had studied 
with the same teacher that my teacher at the University of Wyoming had studied with, and he 
had studied in Europe, in Paris, with Natalie Bollinger. And so, I thought, well, if I can find 
somebody who has a similar background, then maybe I can study with him. So, what I did was, 
uh, something that…you just don’t do this. I got his phone number and called him up on the 
phone. And he said…I mean he’s a professor at Juilliard, and I’m calling him on the phone. I 
said, “I have a degree from the University of Wyoming, I studied with Allan Willman. He was 
my professor,” and he said, “Oh yes! I remember Allan. We were in school together.” And then 
he…I said, “I have four little boys,” I said, “I can’t possibly go through a degree, but would you 
consider giving me piano lessons?” 
AK: This was after your PhD? 
JBS: No! No! This is after my bachelor’s degree. And my boys were like, one, three, five, and 
six, or something. I mean they were little, bitty, kids. But I was so desperate to play the piano, 
and to get back into it. And so, he said, “Well!” He said, “I’d have to audition you. I’d have to 
hear you play before I’d agree to teach you.” And I said, “Okay!” So, we put all the boys in the 
car on a Saturday, and went to his house in Larchmont, New York, and I played for him and he 
said, “Oh, yes!” He said, “I would teach you. And I would teach you here at my home.” Uh, so 
we went about once a month, I think, for, oh I don’t know, maybe a year. And it was usually on a 
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Saturday. Or something, you know, on a weekend or something, when he could teach me. So, I 
don’t have any hours, or anything from Juilliard. 
AK: Wat was this professor’s name, again? 
JBS: Joseph Bloch. 
AK: Joseph Bloch? 
JBS: Ya. B-l-o-c-h. And I called him, in 2006. I was teaching at Campbellsville University. 
And… 
AK: Where’s that? 
JBS: Campbellsville 
AK: Kentucky? 
JBS: Ya. I was on a one semester for a friend of mine who was in Shanghai teaching. He asked 
me to teach his graduate students. And this person was learning a particular piece. Well, I 
googled it, and it turns out that Joseph Bloch was the one that had premiered the piece. So, I got 
Joseph’s phone number, and I called him, and I said, “You probably won’t remember me.” And 
then I went into this thing. He says, “Of course, I remember you.” I’m like, “Oh, my gosh!” This 
is like, I don’t know how many years later. 
AK: When was this, now? 
JBS: Well, 2006, when I called him. And I had studied with him, oh my goodness, that would 
have been 1965 or 1966, or something. 
AK: Forty years.  
JBS: He remembered me. I couldn’t believe that. But he did. Oh, so, I must have made some sort 
of an impression, probably because I had all these little kids and still trying to play piano. 
AK: So, how about after that? Your master’s and your doctor’s degrees. How did that come 
about? 
JBS: At the time we were living in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and I had studied with 
another guy at Eastman, and that was not such a good thing nez…was his name. And, I didn’t 
much like him, I didn’t learn a lot from him. But, we had eventually ended up in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, and my husband was going to go to George Peabody School in Nashville, to do 
his doctorate and at that point, I was…no, it was before he started on his doctorate. I decided I 
was going to do my master’s degree at University of North Carolina-Greensboro. So I applied, 
and played for them, and they accepted me, and then they gave me a graduate assistantship. I 
would teach sophomore level theory, secondary piano, and I said now I have to be there. I have 
to have my classes in the morning. And I have to arrange my schedule, so that I could be home 
when my boys get off the school bus. Because my husband had made it very clear, “I don’t care 
if you work on your master’s degree, but I can’t take care of the children, because I’m the band 
director at Wake Forest University and I have all these other obligations.” So, I made sure that I 
could work it out—that I could be home when they all got off the school bus. And, it worked out 
very well. It took me two years to do the master’s and I enjoyed it very much. Teaching there 
and…but, I had to drive from Winston-Salem to Greensboro every day. 
AK: How far was that? 
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JBS: It was about 35 miles No biggie! Then I got a job after that teaching in an all African 
American university, called Livingstone College. 
AK: Livingstone? 
JBS: Livingstone. 
AK: With an “e”? 
JBS: Ya, it’s got an “e” at the end. Livinstone. And, it’s a traditional African American school, 
established sometime in the late 1890s, and there were no white students at all. I was one of very 
few white professors, and was very well accepted there. I taught theory, and piano, class piano, 
and individual piano lessons. And, students loved me, and I loved students. It was quite an 
exciting experience. Really, quite wonderful. Then my husband decided he was going to move 
again, and we moved to Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
AK: Cape? 
JBS: Girardeau. 
AK: Girardeau? 
JBS: G-i-r-a-r-d-e-a-u. 
AK: Oh, okay! French? 
JBS: It’s French. And he was on the…by this time he had his doctorate. And, the idea was that, I 
was to have a position on the faculty as well, but when we got there, they had already hired 
somebody else for that position. So, I didn’t have the position, but I was hired part time to teach 
piano lessons—secondary piano. And that was okay, and then I decided, after two or three years, 
that I really wanted a doctorate. I wanted to…mostly, I didn’t care about a degree. I wanted to be 
better at playing the piano, and I had heard some people from the University of Missouri, Kansas 
City, perform. And their teacher was Richard Cass. C-a-s-s. And he was a wonderful performer. 
And, so, I decided to audition, and, again, they were very happy to have me. I had to take 
Graduate Record Exam in Music. And, uh… 
AK: I didn’t know they had that in music. 
JBS: Oh, they do! But I came out like the 99th percentile, so I was good. But, anyway, I 
auditioned and Richard Cass was very pleased to have me as a student. So, I worked on my 
doctorate, and I had to spend, uh, one semester in summer in residence, but the rest of the 
time…so, I did all the classwork when I was doing that. And then, uh, I still had to take piano 
lessons in one class. So I got that on a Friday. Friday afternoon. I would teach…I had fifty 
students! At Southeast Missouri State University. I would teach those students, I would get in my 
car…this was on a Thursday. I would drive to Kansas City, which is 6 hours and 15 minutes. I’d 
get there after midnight, get a motel, get up the next morning, take my piano lesson, and go to 
my class and then drive back home. I did that for three years. 
AK: Just lessons only on one Friday? Per week? 
JBS: Every week. Lessons. And I did that and went to the class. I think I went every other week, 
actually. I can’t remember now. Now, so I got my doctorate. 1984. 
AK: What about other classes through the week? 
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JBS: Well, no. I did all those when I was in residence. And the other ones, the ones. I did that 
one semester, and one whole summer. They had it worked out. 
AK: At the start? 
JBS: Ya, at the very beginning of the degree. So I got all those done while I was there….all the 
hours I could possibly take, in order to do that. And then, I could do just piano lessons. But I had 
to do four recitals, write a dissertation, and all the stuff. But I was determined. I was going to do 
it. Let’s see. When did I finish? In 1984. So, I was born in 1936. 
AK: 58? 
JBS: Yeah. Ya, I was fifty…well when I started, I was in my late forties. 
AK: Well, 48, not 58. 48! 
JBS: Ya. And so I finished, but it took me a while. But, I was determined to do it. 
[23:44] 
AK: So what was your dissertation on? 
JBS: Uh, “The golden proportion in the solo piano music of Vincent Persichetti.” And Vincent 
Persichetti is…was an American composer who was head of composition at the Juilliard School. 
And I went to interview him, at Juilliard, sometime in the late seventies, I guess, no, early, would 
have been the early eighties. I don’t remember. But, he was a funny man, but I found out…and, I 
was interested in the golden mean, which…that’s another whole topic, but I think it’s intuitive, 
and so what I was trying to suggest was…and I had analyzed his music, and something like 79% 
of the…there was something important happening, right at the golden mean. And my thesis was 
that it was intuited and that’s what I wanted to ask him, “Did you intend to do this?” And he said, 
“Oh, no, I’m very well aware of it, because I teach about the golden mean. But I wouldn’t 
intentionally do that.” I said, “Did you realize this, it’s happening in your music?” And then I got 
a hold of a recording where he had gone to a university, and he’d asked the audience to give him 
five notes. And he took those five notes and improvised on them at the piano. And this was… 
[25:28] 
AK: Any five notes? 
JBS: Any five notes. I don’t remember what the notes were, but then, he would just…he just 
made up a whole composition using those notes. But, the interesting thing was, in this recording, 
when I timed it, right at the golden mean, about 2/3rds of the way through, there was a big 
change in the music. When I told him that, I said, “Dr. Persichetti, this is what happened.” He 
said, “Well, obviously, somebody up there is helping me—god or dog—I don’t know who it is.” 
AK: [laughs hard] 
JBS: So that’s in my dissertation. It’s amazing, I mean really. 
AK: So, what he’s teaching and what you are analyzing is there. 
JBS: Ya. It’s there. And I’ve since done all kinds of analysis. It’s all kinds of music, and it’s very 
much a part of our entire world—everything we do. If you look at an artwork, and you look at 
there’s something important 2/3rds of the way in it, either 2/3rds of the way this way, or this 
way. I mean, it’s what catches your eye. If it’s centered, it’s not as important. 
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AK: Dr. Brady teaches us the “rule of thirds” in composing a picture. So, up to down, make it 
into three. Right to left, make it into three. So that, all the three have something of their own. 
JBS: It’s the same thing. 1/3rds and 2/3rds, the negative golden mean, is about 38%. And the 
positive is 62%. So it’s not exactly—but it’s a third, and a third, and a third. Ya! 
AK: It’s very interesting. I don’t know if this correlation is there, but more and more music, over 
time, at least popular music, has tended to move away from being in threes. 
JBS: Ya. 
AK: Everything is duple meter now. More and more. So… 
JBS: But you are talking about meter.  
AK: I’m saying in terms of human…uh, response to 
JBS: If you looked at the whole composition, still some… 
AK: In some other ways, three… 
JBS: It doesn’t have to be…It’s not the meter. But it’s not really that, that there is something 
happening, musically, at that point—dynamic, or harmonic, or whatever—there’s something 
going on. 
AK: There’s something about the longer form that the three might express, but in the shorter 
form, my sense is because we look at our own bodily rhythms in twos—inhale-exhale, inhale-
exhale. 
JBS: But did you know your heart beats in the golden mean. Aha… 
AK: Maybe, it’s that, but I don’t sense it in that way.  
JBS: You don’t, but I’m telling you that, that this…it’s a part of my study. I’ll give you, I’ll let 
you look at the paper. 
AK: Ok. And I, I, we are told lub-dub, lub-dub. In twos, not, not…even in fours, but, if there are 
threes that not in our conscious. 
JBS: The long and the short—it’s not a three. The long and the short. The long to the short. 
AK: Well, swing. 
JBS: The long to the short. 
AK: I got it. 
JBS: Okay? If you…they’re not an equal two. One is longer than the other. 
AK: It’s like in swing rhythm, doo-tu, doo-tu, doo-tu, long-short, long-short, long-short 
JBS: There you go! That’s what I’m talking about! 
AK: That’s how I teach people about swing rhythm. Long-short, long-short, long-short, long-
short.  
JBS: In fact, it’s the golden mean, what can I tell you! 
AK: [laughs] 
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JBS: So, what else can I tell you? You know, those are my degrees. That’s…but that’s only a 
small part of my life. 
AK: Ya. I want to more about you and your husband’s musical universes coming together, in 
different senses. You know, when, and what part music played and plays people of music, 
musical people… 
JBS: Well, let’s see. I was a sophomore at the University of Wyoming. He came there as a 
freshman, from Pennsylvania. His father had done a master’s degree at the University of 
Wyoming, and had sent his oldest daughter there, and she was a year older than I. She was a year 
ahead of me in school. 
[This is a partial transcription of an interview that runs for 1:44:42] 
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Sarah Shultz (SS) 
Eli Winkler (EW) 
[00:00:00]  

Sarah Shultz: Ok, um, it's on, it's working, um, ah, this is Sarah Shultz I'm interviewing 
Eli Winkler about Mammoth Cave National Park and the surrounding area. It is 
Tuesday, November 24th-  

Eli Winker: Correct.  
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SS: Ah, around 2:30pm. So, [laughs] Dr. Winkler, um, tell me a little bit about the Cave 
Research Foundation.  

EW: Um, it was founded a little over 50 years ago by a group of people from Ohio who had 
been doing some mapping on the edge of the park and in the park as well. And they 
decided that this would, you know, when we map caves and lots of places, it's something 
you might take two days to do, or a day to do, and some of the bigger systems might take, 
you know, a month or two. But, it became clear pretty early that we were dealing with 
something massive.  

SS: Mhhmmm.  
EW: A massive system. And we decided that it needed a formal kind of group working that 

was dedicated to it.  

SS: Right.  
EW: And this group was also interested in not just mapping the cave, but also in looking at 

how science could be done in the cave and what kinds of things we could learn from the 
cave that would be interesting to outsiders. So, um, a group of about twenty people got 
together and formed the group. We are now over, ah, 500 members, and we have, um, 
branches, in Missouri, ah, Cumberland Gap, Kentucky, ahm, Lava Beds California, 
umm, Carlsbad Caverns. There's a Hawaii Project, there's also a project in, in, various 
and sundry other countries that are things we go out and do rather than do here. And um, 
Missouri. A big Missouri project as well.  

SS: [sss] How does someone get involved?  
EW: Ah, usually you have to have already been a caver-  
SS: Right.  
EW: Um, and so, somebody who knows you from caving in, ah, maybe sports caving or from 

some other project caving says 'Hey, would you like to join?' and then you go through, ah, 
you get recommended by somebody, or, um, or some people have actually found us 
through some of our publications, um, we, I'm the editor of a publishing house called Cave 
Books, and we've published about 50 books on caving including science textbooks and 
assorted other things. And sometimes somebody will just go on a tour and they'll get 
interested in it and then they contact us. And depending upon their level of experience we 
may suggest that they go get some more experience and then talk, come back to us. And 
sometimes, you know, somebody just really impresses us and we just say 'Come and 
join!". Yeah, so, um, but we try to weed out the people who just want to come and hang 
out for one trip and-  

SS: [quiet laughter]  
EW: You know,  
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SS: (Right)  
EW: These are long projects, and-  
SS: Mmhmm.  
EW: And the trips we go on, can be anywhere from, you know, twelve to 36 hours, so, it's 

an insignif-, it's not a, 'Let's go look at the cave' trip.   

SS: 12-36 hours     in the cave?  
EW: Yes, yep.  
SS: Wow.  
EW: I've spent as much as seven days underground.  
SS: At one time?  
EW: Yeah.  
SS: How does that work?  
EW: Um, actually, it's pretty amazing how little you can go with, ah, I helped map a cave 

called Lechuguilla, which is out near Carlsbad, and there was 11 women for seven 
nights. And, um, we went in with bags, about this big, about that wide, and that was 
everything for seven days-  

SS: [Wow]  
EW: Food, clothing, ah, caving gear, ah, sleeping bag, um, a pad to put down, um, 

cooking stuff--  

SS: Mhmm  
EW: Ropes. You know, everything that we-, vertical gear, everything that we needed. Um, 

not very much in the way of clothing.   

SS: Right [laughs]  
EW: And ah, believe me after seven days you're pretty filthy, cause-  
SS: [laughs]  
EW: -there's nowhere to bathe in the cave. Um, there is water in the cave, but it's a very 

crystal, pristine area, so we don't want to dirty it up. So, but, so we spent seven days in 
there. So, that was pretty amazing [laughs].   

SS: Man that's cool [laughs]. Um-  
EW: Yeah, it was fun.  
SS: What about with Mammoth Gave? Like, what projects have you done most recently-  
EW: [Um]  
SS: -around there?  
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EW: Um, I've been working in lots of different parts of the cave...Recently we took um, 
[clears throat], we've been working in an area called 'Pete's Puzzle', which looks like 
somebody took a bowl of spaghetti noodles and threw it down. I mean, the passages are 
just twisted, and curving, and lots of different levels, so it's kind of a mess, trying to 
figure out what's connected to what, and where things are going. So it's, it's kind of a 
challenge. I've also been working in, um, other parts of Mammoth in an area called 'New 
Discovery.' Ah, where we're trying to, ah, connect up--where we have connected up, um, 
that cave, to Mammoth. Um, and we're trying to finish up some of the survey in the river 
areas. So sometimes we kayak in the cave, to, to get to the areas we need to get to, and, 
that's more work than it sounds like. Um, imagine you, you, the closest entrance from 
where we're working is about three miles away.  

SS: Wow.  
EW: So you've got kayak, foldable kayaks, plus wetsuits and food, and water, and survey 

gear, and paddles and everything , and it's all wet when you come out, so it weighs twice 
as much. So, it's kind of exhausting.  

SS: Is it weather specific? I mean can you map the caves and do projects in them all year?  
EW: All y-, yes, all year is not a problem, heavy rain is a problem, and we know enough about 

the hydrology of the system, um, to know what the water flow is doing. So there, like, we 
don't go down and work in the river when it's been raining, it's just stupid. Um, you can die. 

And, in fact, that's one of the, one of the, ways that people, you know, sports cavers, die in 
caves, is they ignore the weather report and just go in and say 'Well, we can get out before it 
comes,' and it's a dumb way to die. So we're very very careful about um, when we choose  
to go in. We're careful about who we choose to let go in certain places, because, part of this 
is protecting the resource. Because, this isn't about us just running around and having a good 
time. I mean, we're in there to map, we're in there to do science, we're in there to help the 
scientists, sometimes, do things, and, um, accurate maps are important to that. 
And, And sometimes we take scientists in. Like I've been on trips where I help somebody 
clip the tails off of blind fish, because he was doing a DNA survey. Grad student. Um, so, 
but you know, so the number one thing is to be safe, but the number two thing is to protect 
the resource. Because if you're not safe, and you get hurt, and there has to be a rescue, it 
almost always damages the cave. And in the 50 some years we've been working as a group 
we've never had a rescue. Doesn't mean anybody hasn't gotten hurt, you know, but it's been 
mild enough and small enough you can get your own self out. Um, I broke an elbow   in 
there a few years ago, but it wasn't enough to keep me from  getting myself out-  

SS: [Right]  
EW: But, you know, when you're not careful and you're just running around the cave, you 

don't know what you're trampling on. There are Native American, um, remains, and ah, 
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you know, torch shards, and pieces of baskets and all kinds of stuff in there. And so, 
even though we might be in a big giant room, we tend to stay to paths that we use. We 
call them 'elephant tracks,' you know, that we try to stay on those elephant tracks 
because, as soon as you step off of one of those, if you're in area that hasn't, that's been 
well explored, then you're, you're crunching up paleo resources, you're crunching up 
archeo resources, you're crunching up, even just historic, you know, things that have 
happened in the last couple hundred years. So, being very careful about how you 
negotiate the cave is a real big deal. And, and  we have gotten rid of people who we 
didn't feel like we're taking it seriously.   

SS: Um, what, I mean, have you found interesting things--  
EW: Oh gosh, yeah. Lot's of stuff. I mean there's torch shards all over the place. There are, 

um, pictographs on walls in some places-  

SS: Wow!  
EW: Um, I've seen a couple of baskets in various condition. I've also seen signatures put up by 

the, ah, slaves, who were doing a lot of the guiding in the earlier days. So there's quite a 
bit of history in there.   

SS: Cool. Um, how did you get involved in all of this?  
EW: [laughs] One of those, uh, 'Oh what the hell' moments?  
SS: [laughs]  
EW: Which are usually the best things in life. I was living in Mexico teaching at a university 

and I was really bored, um, because most of the faculty's idea of a good time was sipping 
wine or going shopping-  

SS: [Mmmhmm]  
EW: And, I joined a student, um, they called it 'Club Montanista:' 'The Mountain Club,' and, the 
first week they were going caving. And, so, they told me to bring a hard hat, and a flashlight, 
and so I showed up with my construction helmet and a big huge mag light like this, and my 
camera. And we all pile in the back of a truck, and three hours later we're getting off, and one of 
the Mexicans says to me, 'Es un poco humedo,' 'It's a little humid,' which is one of the great lies 
of caving. Whenever anybody says that, doesn't matter if it's English, Spanish, Chinese, it 
means you're gonna be up to your neck in water.  
SS: [Incredulous noise]  
EW: And so next thing I know, I'm, swimming through this cave, and I've got my camera and 

my mag light like this, and [laughs] I'm swimming with the other arm, and it, we, it was 
just a ball, I mean, we just, so we went all over places and bounced a lot of pits, an, um, 
explored, explored, explored. Even found a-that's a picture of a tomb we found [gestures 
to a photograph on the wall next to her desk] that had um, ah, mixed Tezazoche and Maya 
remains, there were skeletons in it, there were obsidian pots with tools and things in it. It 
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was really really cool. We found it climbing up the side of a thing that we could see a hole 
up there, and we could, it looked like a cave, so we bolted up and got in. And then we 
went and got the archaeologist from the university of, ah, the Mexican National Museum 
and brought him back out to, to look at it, so, it was pretty awesome.  

SS: [laughs] Yeah. [9:54:08]  
EW: But so, I got fascinated by that, and when I moved back to the United States I joined a 

caving club in Indiana, when I was in grad school. And the very first week, somebody 
said to me, 'Hey have you heard about the Cave Research Foundation?'  

SS: [quiet laugh]  
EW: I said, 'Oh, what's that?' and they said 'Well, we're mapping the world's biggest cave!', 

and I said, 'Ok!'  

SS: [laughs]  
EW: Ended up, that was 25 years ago, and, still doing it! [0:10:20.0]  
SS: [laughs] Yeah. Is it the kind of thing, do, do you get paid or-  
EW: No.  
SS -is it all volunteer?  
EW: No, it's all volunteer. We get people who fly in, who pay their own-  
SS: [Mhmm]  
EW:--plane tickets. Um, when we lived, we moved to Arizona for a few years, and I'd fly 

back four times a year to go caving, you know? It, it's totally volunteer.   

SS: Ah.  
EW: Nobody gets paid anything. So, yeah.  
SS. That's incredible.   
EW: yep. Yeah. And we have people who come, you know, all over the United States, and 

this is, this is a big week. It's starting tomorrow. One of the expeditions starts for the next 
five days.   

SS: At, at Mammoth?  
EW: Yeah, over Thanksgiving weekend. And-  
SS: Wow. So, are you going?  
EW: Yes. I'm going home for Thanksgiving, because my niece is flying in, and I'll be in 

trouble if I don't go. But Thursday night I'm leaving, coming back here, and so I'll be 
caving Friday, Saturday and Sunday.   

SS: And what will this project be? Just-  
EW: Whatever, it's depends upon which cartographers show up, which mapmakers show up,   
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SS: Interesting.  
EW: Because there are like 25 map areas, and there's somebody in charge of each one. So 
depending on who comes, and what things they need done. Then we try to match people with 
their abilities, and what they're willing to do. I fit in tiny places.  

SS: Right.  
EW: Not as tiny as I used to.  
SS: [laughs]  
EW: Um, and I am not afraid of climbing things, um, that are reasonable. So, they can send 

me places where there is some exposure in climbing, and I do vertical on ropes so I can 
do that. And, um normally I would say yes to wetsuit stuff, but it's too cold right now, so 
if somebody says, 'Do you want to get your wetsuit on?' I'm going to say 'Hell no,' 
because, I don't want to be in a wetsuit when it's this cold.  

SS: [laughs] Right.   
EW: Um, but, some people will be doing wetsuit trips. Other people are, um, and we have 

stuff for people of a variety of different abilities and ages, we've got one person who's 
um, 86 years old. We have, actually, two people, one 85 and one 86 who are still actively 
caving. And they can go in for ten hours at a time and do stuff. Um, they're not doing so 
much crawling, long distance crawling, you know,   

SS: [Mhhm]  
EW: and climbing anymore. Um, we've got several people in their 70s at every expedition, 

one of whom still does bolt climbs up a wall,  

SS: [Laughs] Wow.  
EW: So, um, I used to joke with a friend of mine, Roger McGlure that, you know, 'When I first 

got here I thought you were so old, and I was so impressed because you were kicking my 
ass,' and, now I'm his age.  

SS: [Laughs]  
EW: You know? So, like, 'Shit, how'd I get to be 60?"   
SS: [Laughs]  

EW: But it, it's really interesting it's one of those things where being young is not 
necessarily a help, because you have to figure out the puzzle. How do you move your 
body through space, and you know, these are things that, endurance is an issue, not just 
brute strength. And having enough sense to say, 'No, that's too dangerous, I'm not doing 
that.'   

SS: Yeah, um-  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 870 

EW: Which is why we've been 50 years without a rescue.  
SS: [Laughter] Very cool. How does Mammoth Cave compare to some of the other caves that 

you've explored?   

EW: In terms of       what?  
SS: Hmmm. I, I mean, I guess I'm sort of asking both about, like the groups that you would 

explore with,  

EW: [mmhmm]  
SS: um, the, like what the feel of the group is like, but also just like, like, what sorts of things 

you find,  

EW: [Mhmm]  
SS: Or like, what the cave looks like inside.   
EW: In terms of, of um, support from the park, I've, Mammoth Cave seems to have the best 

relationship with its volunteers, of most of the caves that I've been at. In terms of, ah, 
providing, ah, of trusting us and providing us with full access to things we want to do. I 
mean we actually ask permission each month and say, 'Here's the areas we're going to 
work in.’ 

' I mean, they never tell us no unless there's like, right now they're doing trail maintenance, they 
are creating new trails in the cave. So we're not doing anything in any of those areas because, 
we could get in the way of stuff, or, fall over stuff, or do something, you know, walk over 
something that shouldn't be walked over. But, um, so we have a really really good relationship 
with the cave. The thing that's interesting about this one is it just never ends. I mean when I got 
here we were saying the cave was 300 and 50-some miles long, and now we're over 400 miles. 
And, we're pretty close to connecting up with a couple of other smaller caves that are five, and 
ten, and twenty miles long. So there is a potential for jumping, very big. Um, I, I've done a lot 
of, um, survey in caves that were done just by individuals, not with groups, and    that's fun too, 
but I, but the project caving is so much more interesting because you have this whole group of 
people all working towards the same goal. And it's not the same group every, every time you 
go. So, I've, one of the really unique experiences for me about this is, I have been put in a place 
where I've become really good friends with people who are nothing like me whatsoever.  

SS: Hmm. [0:15:04.9]   
EW: And one of the things you notice in college is people tend to glom together with people 

who are like them. You know. Either conservative or liberal, or sports-like or hippie-like, 
or whatever it is, people tend to kind of, 'Ah, I'm identifying who I am,' and we may have, 
and I certainly had less tolerance for people who were different than me, when I was 20 
than I do now. Um, and, some of my closest friends are somewhere to the right of Attilla 
the Hun.  
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SS: [laughs]  
EW: You know? But I love them to death, and, and, we, we all um, ah, it's not that we don't 

ever talk about these things, but we   talk civilly, and we have real discourse about the 
differences and sometimes we convince each other, or at least come to an understanding 
of why somebody might hold a different opinion than you do about something. And I've 
found that, really, very stimulating and a very positive impact in my life. Cause some 
very wonderful people are in my life who, you know, when I was 25 would not have 
ended up in my life.   

SS: So the cave, Mammoth Cave, brings people together?  
EW: Yes, Yep.  
SS: [laughs]  
EW: And, interesting people. I mean, it's cross-sectionally in terms of income, in terms of 

levels of education. You know, political beliefs, you know, ah, any kind of spectrum 
you're on, there's a little bit of everybody there, so-  

SS: What-  
EW: it's kind of interesting.  
SS: What do you think the draw is? Like the universal attraction to Mammoth Cave?  
EW: Knowing the unknown. I have walked in places where no human has ever been 

before. And there are very few opportunities for that in life anymore. I mean I go 
down to the Amazon and other places and try to get way out, and you still run into 
people. Um, the adventure of it. Ah, the, if you're an adrenaline junkie.  

SS: [laughs]  
EW: [laughs] It's certainly not a bad place. I'm an adrenaline junkie. I like the adventure of 

things, I like figuring out the puzzle of things. Um, I mean you learn all kinds of, like, I 
know how to sex crickets. [laughs]  

SS: [laughs]  
EW: I mean, who would have ever thought I could learn to sex crickets! I mean you just find 

out all kinds of fascinating things about stuff that you never would have encountered. But 
I think the, just the whole puzzle of going into the unknown and testing yourself, I think is 
certainly a part of it for a lot of us.   

SS: Um, what would, what do you do if you find something in the cave that, you don't think 
other people are aware of?  

EW: Mhm.  
SS: Or, like an artifact or, like a pictogram or-  
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EW: Yeah um, well we had one very interesting experience a few years ago where, um, 
somebody noticed some rubble on the ground, and it wasn't um, and, and thought, 'Well, 
what's that,' you know, 'That's a hole back there.' And so, they wiggled into the hole and 
went in about ten feet and started finding lots of, it was clear nobody had been in there in 
a long long time and started finding Indian torch shards and stuff. And we immediately 
backed out. I wasn't on that trip. Other people were. And we immediately backed out, 
and we     went and got, we have a, um, a paleo, we have a paleontologist, we have an 
archaeologist, in fact the, the state archaeologist is part of our group, and immediately 
went  

and informed the park. Um, kind of covered up the hole so nobody would notice it. Um, 
and, ah, informed the park and got the archaeologist in there, because, the archaeologists 
have to come before mapping. I mean, because we don't know enough to know what we're 
walking on, and,  

SS: [yeah]  
EW: or what's underneath what we're walking on. And so, it was probably two years before 

we got to go back in there and actually do any mapping on it-  

SS: [Wow]  
EW: It was a whole area that was just unmapped, completely new to the cave,   
SS: [wow]  
EW: -in terms of the cave map. And, even then when we went in, and I've been in on a 

number of those trips, we only walked on a very small path     that the archaeologists had 
laid out and said, 'Here's where you can walk.'   

SS: [laughs] Wow.  
EW: So, there's   you know, if it's bones, ah, that would be my husband's forte, um, we know 

what, I mean I know what bat bones look like, I know what raccoon bones look like, but 
they pulled out, you know, bones of all kinds of really old old old animals, and if we find 
something really weird, we mark where it is on the map, we might flag it with flagging 
tape, you know, to make sure nobody steps on it by accident. And then we go back, and 
our reports are shared, um, with the park, and then with the entire set of cartologists or the 
scientists who are working on that so somebody'll make a point of checking off the box on 
the database that says 'science' or something, that says, you know, you know, 'Toomey 
really needs to come out here and look at this.' Um, because there's some weird bones out 
here. You know, because sometimes we won't really know what they are, and he'll go 
back out there and then go, 'Ah, that's a dog bone,' you know?  

SS: [Laughs]  
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EW: You know. And then sometimes he'll say, 'Well that's a dinosaur bone.' [Laughs] You 
know, or something.  

SS: Have you seen a dinosaur bone? [0:19:56.4]  
EW: Um, not, not that I was impressed with. Umm, you know often they're little tiny things, 

they're things that have washed in from the surface with the rivers and stuff.  

SS: [Yeah]  
EW: It's, you know, they weren't wandering around in the cave.  
SS: Right.  
EW: You know, but, yeah, there are dinosaur bones, there's all kinds of stuff in there. There's 

um, but nothing, ah, you know, when he's finding them, and they're pulling them out in 
these big things, they're, you know, they're usually [gestures to show small size],   

SS: [laughing hard through next two lines]  
EW: It's not like you get to see a pterodactyl skull or something. I've never seen anything that 

I've looked at and like , 'Wow that's cool!' [laughs]  

SS: I mean I was kind of picturing a pterodactyl skull [laughing]-  
EW: [laughs] Yeah, yeah. Something, you know, really big and massive-  
SS: Yeah  
EW: And, you know, that would, you know, you'd scream, 'Wooooaaaaoooooowww,' that 

looks like that. But, never anything like that. Um, certainly have found, um, lots and lots 
of, um, signatures and in some interesting places. Some of the most interesting ones are 
the Steven Bishop signatures, and he was a slave who did a lot of the early cave mapping, 
and tours of, with people. So, it's always kind of cool to find one of his. And then we 
found some Nat Bransford signatures in an area they didn't know he'd been in. Um, he 
was, a, there was a Bransford that caved with, um, Stephen Bishop, but this was the 
grandson of that one, and, there's even the great-great-grandson of the next one, um, 
there's been a Bransford leading  tours  in  the  cave  ever  since  there  have  been  tours  
in  Mammoth. Except for the 1930s to 60s when the park bought it up and they kicked out 
all the women and blacks and anybody else and it was just old white men.  

SS: Great.  
EW: Yeah.  
SS: [Laughs]  
EW. Same old same old. But except for that brief time period there's always been a Bransford 

leading trips.   

SS: Wow.  
EW: In the cave. Which is kind of cool.  
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SS: [Yeah] Um, tell me a little bit more about, like, the safety-   
EW: Mhm  
SS: -regulations, and how you keep people safe in the cave.   
EW: Um, first we, um, you know, you never take new people anywhere that there's any kind 

of exposure or risk, um, and we honor anybody's panic isn't the right word, but 
discomfort about something. Like um, some people are really not comfortable in small 
spaces, and, even though they might fit, if they're freaking out, we're just going to leave. 
We'll go do something else, that day. Um, or if somebody gets in the cave and they're 
sick, we've had    abort a trip for almost everybody who's in the group at one point in 
time. You know, I got in the cave once and just started throwing up like crazy 

SS: Oh.  
EW: And, it was like, and, people said, 'Nope, we're out of here.' Uh, last week, last trip, one 

of my friends who's one of the toughest cavers I know got a spell of vertigo, and she had 
to sit down, and she was really dizzy. And this woman is the last person who wants to 
leave the cave, every time we're anywhere, she's always pushing it to the last second. And 
um, but she couldn't stand up and move very well, she just kept getting dizzier and dizzier 
and so we just called the trip. First we were saying 'Well, how do you feel, we'll do 
whatever, you know, we're 20 feet from where we're going to survey.'  

SS: Right.  
EW: 'If you want to wait,' and then finally we just said, 'No, you don't get to make this 

decision. It's not fair to you.'  

SS: Yeah.  
EW: Um, 'We're just going to go back.' You know, so we left the cave, slowly. And so we got 

her out. Um, um, sometimes we rig ropes in places that are not vertical, but might be 
horizontal just so people have handholds in places? Part of that s not just safety, but it's 
also protection for the cave, because you don't want people pulling rocks and, you know, 
destroying the walls of the cave by, you know, yanking on stuff. They don't need to be  

doing that. So, those are the kinds of things, all of us carry some kind of first aid kit. I've 
got massive pain pills in mine, because if I break a leg I want to be unconscious.  

SS: Huh. [laughs]  
EW: Ah, has never happened, but, you know, I carry full set of stuff. Um I've had to use it for 

other people before, but um, you know, so there's, um, you know. We're, we're just real 
attuned to, this thing's been here for a million years, we've been working on it for 50 plus 
years, it's not going anywhere.  

SS: [right]  
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EW: If we don't finish it tomorrow, come back another day.  
SS: [yeah]  
EW: So people who are really gung ho, um, you know want to push the limits of everything, 

you know, they tend not to last very long, because we just shut them down [laughs]  

SS: Yeah, you, you said before that, if somebody doesn't seem to be taking like the, the set-up 
of the cave seriously, that, that they are, like, because you didn't say kicked out but--  

EW: Well we've kicked a few people out but not for that. Usually people like that we just, 
make them so miserable they just deselect themselves.  

SS:[laughs]  
EW: We send them on trips where they can't do anything.   
SS: So, the process of getting someone out isn't to say, like, is there like a formal--  
EW: Um, we very rarely had any kind of issue like that. Um, mostly people just leave cause 

they don't like it. It's not their thing.  

SS: Yeah 

EW: And these are perfectly wonderful people sometimes who leave. Project caving is not for 
everybody so, some people like to go    hiking, other people like to develop the trail. You know. 
And that doesn't mean the hikers are bad.  

SS: Right.  

EW: It's just a different kind of mindset, and if you're, like, and we even have something called 
"scooping," so if we're just, we're mapping the cave and we're, we find new cave? We don't just 
go running down to see where it goes.  

SS: Right.  

EW: We map as we go along, and then when we're towards the end we might go another hundred 
feet just to make sure it's still going, cause you don't want to send some other group out there, 
and it ends in 20 feet.  

SS: [yeah]  

EW: But we don't just go wandering around in the cave, because, if you're going to be there you 
do the work.   

SS: [Mhm]  

EW: And, you know, you should earn the right to get to the ends of things. So, it's called 
'scooping' when you do that, and people always get mad at each other, in these more public kind 
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of caving projects that people do outside of groups, where, 'Somebody scooped my lead. I was 
going to map that and some other idiot went in there, and I found the footprints, and-'  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: '-and there hadn't been any footprints.' And there are a number of listservs that can get 
really ugly when people do that. In our group we've, I mean I, I can, I can count on one hand the 
number of people that there was an actual administrative action to get rid of somebody.  

SS: Right.  

EW: And one of them was sexual harassment. You know, and, we don't put up with that crap.  

[0:25:58.8]  

SS: Right.   

EW: You know. And, uh, um, another was somebody was a serious drug addict, and, and making 
trouble for people, so, but it's, it's usually, when people leave, it's just because they're not having 
any fun.    

SS: Yeah.  

EW: And so they go away.  

SS: That makes sense. Um, so, the Gave Research Foundation is a volunteer organization that's 
completely separate from the parks service-  

EW: Yes.  

SS: But you work with them?  

EW: Yes, we have a volunteer agreement with them.  

SS: Oh.  

EW: We have a volunteer agreement with them. And, uh, a memorandum of understanding, 
which lays out our rights and responsibilities and their rights and responsibilities. It's like, who 
controls the data we collect and like, how do we distribute that data. Like, if somebody called up 
and said, 'We'd like your data on such-and-such section of the cave,' we wouldn't just give it 
away, we'd talk to Mammoth first.    

SS: Mmhm.  

EW: And see, you know, see if this is an appropriate person. And sometimes Mammoth gets, 
um, a request maybe from a researcher who's working with something and would like a section 
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of our maps of the area, and they'll ask us about them. So, there's a, we have a really good 
relationship with them, so. And the current, um, superintendent of the park is a really fine choice, 
because a), not only is she a woman, and man, I know a lot of the women out there were thrilled 
to death, um, cause they tend, the parks service tends to not have  as many women at the top as, 
as some of us would like, but she's also got a science background. And so, I've seen her out at 
like bat counts and other things, and she understands the purpose of science. And so I think she 
does a really good job of bridging  
the, this is a scientific resource, it's, it's a physical resource, and a recreational resource. So how 
do you protect the resource so it doesn't get destroyed by recreation, but still make it available so 
as many people as possible can see it. Because, you know, I want people to see the cave. You 
know, most people will never get where I go. But there are lots of places in the cave where they 
can get to, that they, you know, and it gives them a real  
appreciation, it gives them an understanding of, you know, what happens to our water. You 
know, and, why are we trying to keep these places clean? And what kinds, what are these species 
in here, what do they do for us? Like, the bats that are dying off.  

SS: They have White-Nose here?  

EW: Yes, oh yeah.  

SS: Really?  

EW: Yeah.  

SS: That's too bad.   

EW: Yeah. So, it was inevitable. Uh, got here fairly late in Kentucky. It was kind of amazing, 
but, uh, so we all decon our gear.  

SS: Yeah.   

EW: So, all our gear, before we go in all our gear is clean, and when we come out we clean it 
again.   

SS: yeah.  

EW: So. And there is, the gear I use here I never take to areas where there is no White-Nose.  

SS: Right.  

EW: Cause, don't want to, it does travel on your clothing. The bats are spreading it, I mean 
there's no doubt about that. You can look at the migration patterns and see what's happening. But 
it certainly has made some weird jumps, that are clearly due to cavers moving. I mean it got here 
on gear from Europe.   

SS: Really?  
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EW: Yeah.  

SS: Interesting.  

EW: Yeah.  

SS: Um, cause we had them all through Pennsylvania-  

EW: Yeah, yep. They're decimated, the caves in Pennsylvania.  

SS: So, that's sad.  

EW: Yeah, and it's funny there's a big, like, war about it at first because, something, a lot of the 
Americans wanted to blame the European cavers, but, it was us. It wasn't them. When you go 
somewhere, your gear is clean. You take it home dirty, you know? Cause you don't have time to 
hit a laundromat or something before you get on an airplane and then go, 'Oh, i'm going home 
anyway, I'll clean it when I get there.'  

SS: Right.  

EW: You know, nobody packs up a bag load of dirty gear to go to Europe, you know?  

SS: [laughs] Mmhmm.  

EW: Or, elsewhere. I mean, it's just, it just, it's not even logical. Um, so, but nobody knew about 
it. So, how would, you know, it wasn't a fault issue, it was just a, one of those, things that 
happens because we're so mobile [laughs].   

SS: Yeah. I thought I read that there was, that they had some breakthrough with White-Nose.   

EW: No. My husband's on the national task force for White-Nose research, so, I would know if 
there were, I mean, they've had some interesting things where they think they can knock it back.  

SS: Mmhm.  

EW: But the problem is, is how do you get all the bats to show up for a vaccination?   

SS: [laughs]  

EW: Or for a spray down? What they've been able to do is, you know, yes they can spray them 
down, so they do better for this year. But then how do they, then they can re-get it next year, so 
it's like getting a cold. Got to get this flu shot every year.  

SS: [yeah]  
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EW: Or, but, even the shot is, you know, there isn't a shot yet, you know, but they were looking 
at some sprays and stuff.  

SS:[listening noises]  

EW: One of which, if I remember correctly, was, one of the kinds of things they spray on 
bananas and stuff when they're going to transport them, an anti-fungal thing.  

SS: Interesting.  

EW: So, but, I may have that not quite straight. [0:30:32.4]  

SS: Yeah, I'm just like personally interested in that. It's, yeah, so-  

EW: Yeah, you may want to talk to Rick Toomey-  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: If you're interested in bat stuff.   

SS: I'm just going to write that down...  

EW: Yeah.   

SS: Um-  

EW: And I can send you his email, park email.   

SS: That would be awesome, thank you. Um, did you meet your husband through Mammoth 
Gave Somehow?  

EW: Yeah, we did. I picked up my husband in a cave.  

[Laughter]  

EW: And, we weren't actually living, well, I, neither of us were living here. I was living in 
Georgia and he was living in Illinois and we were coming here to cave with CRF. And then we 
both moved to a cave he was managing, and um, science director at a cave in Arizona. And, 
when the job opened up here I said, 'Grab it! Grab it! Grab it! Let's go back to Kentucky.' So, he 
got a job here and then I got lucky. The linguist, who, one of the linguists who was here retired 
the year I got here. So, I was fortunate enough to be competitive for the position.   

SS: Yeah.  

EW: But yeah, I picked up my husband in a cave.   
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SS: Do you want to tell the story of how you met? Or, you don't have to.  

EW: Oh no I, I don't, I, we were friends for ten years before we ever got involved.   

SS: Wow.  

EW: So, I mean, it was just, we, we finally caved together enough that-  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: That, that it finally clicked. That-  

SS: The couple that caves together stays together.  

EW: Yeah, and it is really amazing how many um, caving couples there are. I mean, almost 
everybody in our group is a couple.  

SS: Wow!  

EW: And, um, lots of them. Ah, it's, it's pretty amazing. Um, if you can do that together you can 
probably survive just about anything. Um, my husband's mother said, 'I have two children. One 
wears twelve hundred dollar suits, and the other one I have to hose off before I let in the house.'   

SS: [laughs]  

EW: Cause it is pretty filthy. [Laughs] Fun stuff. Yeah, yeah so, I met him caving. Ah, I've only 
dated cavers for the last 30 years, um the last 10 years, or, the ten years before he and I  

started going out, I dated three or four cavers. Um, the last non-caver I dated was an  
ex-boyfriend from Peace Corps. And, uh, he was kind of controlling, and he said to me one day, 
'If you really loved me you'd give up caving,' and I said, 'If you really loved me you wouldn't ask 
that!' [laughs]   

SS: [laughing] Yeah!  

EW: That was, kind of the end. Ok, we're not, this is never going to work.   

SS: Maybe not for this interview, but I am curious to know if cavers are different to date than 
other men?  Um, but we don't have to talk about that now. [Laughs]  

EW: Ah, no, I think, I, probably not. Probably not any different than like, if you got interested in 
a group of bikers.  

SS: Mmm.  

EW: Or, you know, rodeo enthusiasts, or, you know. It's just that you share something.  



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 881 

SS: Mmhmm. You have something in common.  

EW: Yeah, and, it's something that, ah, I mean we've been all over the world because of this. I 
mean, we're on a grant, we've been working in Ecuador together mapping caves in the 
Galapagos, and the Amazon basin, we've been to China, ah, caving. We've been to, we go to Port 
Ratin Island between Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic every summer. It's a deserted 
island out in the middle of nowhere. Um, Mexico, um, I've helped ah, one of the professors here 
in the geology department map, do mapping in Barbados. Terrible hardship post.   

SS: [laughs]  

EW: So, I've been to Slovenia and Croatia because of caving, I mean, it's just, and New Zealand.  

SS: Wow.  

EW: So.  

SS: That's amazing.  

EW: And once you make friends with cavers, then they show up at your house, and you show up 
at theirs, clear from the other-I mean, we've had, we've had all kinds of Kiwis here,  

SS: [Mmhmm]  

EW: over the years, and when we went to New Zealand they took us everywhere. I mean, it was 
wonderful.   

SS: Um, a little bit earlier you were talking about, um, people who like to, like, hike the trails, 
and people who like to build the trails-  

EW: Mhm.  

SS: So like, it seems like your work with the research foundation is like professional-  

EW: Mhm.  

SS: And I'm wondering if you also have, like, a recreational relationship with, with the 
Mammoth Park area.  

EW: Um, I don't in Mammoth. Um, everything I do in Mammoth most of the time is, is 
professional. I mean, sometimes, I'm also a volunteer with Science and Resource Management, 
so in the past I've taken professors from the geology department to parts of caves to help them do 
hydrology work, or gone in and helped with a, um a class that's studying the geology or 
whatever. Um um, I don't really do anything recreational at Mammoth. Um, I'll go to Mexico or 



MACA Ethnographic Overview and Assessment Final Report May 2021 882 

down to Alabama and bounce pits, you know, just throw a rope down a pit, and you know, 
bounce in and out of pits, but-  

SS: Mmhm. [laughing]  

EW: Like, where we're not doing any survey or anything, we're just having a good time. But, um, 
there really isn't recreational caving in Mammoth, other than the tours.  

SS: Right. Oh, yeah, that makes sense. [0:35:02.7]  

EW: Because well, they don't want people running around, stepping on stuff, or going missing.  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: With 405 miles of passage, you really don't want people just off wandering around who 
don't know what they're doing.  

SS: Yeah...  

EW: That could be bad.  

SS: That could be really bad. Ah, what about, like, the surrounding park area? Do you hike there, 
or?  

EW: Ah, um, oh yeah, I've been hiking a lot around Mammoth, ah, most of the time I'd rather be 
underground than above ground-  

[Laughter]  

EW: Given the choice, unless it's sunny. Ah, um, I've done some hiking around you know, um, 
and I've done a lot of kayaking, around, through down to Green River, through the park, etc. So 
yeah, I use the park for other things, yeah.  

SS: And is it, not like, do you enjoy it, but like is it, um, you do so many extreme things that it 
feels like, kayaking is maybe not, like-  

EW: Well kayaking is fun! I love to kayak.  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: Um, and we kayak on lots of the rivers around here, but, it, it's, if you go out really early in 
the morning and you go out not on a weekend, because that's when all the tourists are out there, 
and they're screaming and yelling and falling out and drinking too much.  

SS: [laughter]  
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EW: If you go out really early in the morning, or, on a weekday, you see all the wildlife.   

SS: Yeah.  

EW: I mean you see deer, down drinking. We had one jump over my friend's kayak.  

SS: Really?  

EW: [nodding] It's the second time it's happened to her too, it's really funny. She's the secretary 
here at the department,-  

SS: Wow.  

EW: It has jumped right over her kayak and went swimming across the river.   

SS: Wow!  

EW: I mean right in front of us, and we just, I mean you get to see all kinds of wildlife. And you 
can hike to places that are, in fact some of the cave entrances we're going to, cause there's more 
than 20 entrances in Mammoth, are a good two-hour hike from the closest road. So, there's a lot 
of hiking...  

SS: Yeah. And do you consider that like, part of the project, or is that just like, yeah-  

EW: That's part of the project.  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: Yeah, that's getting there.  It's more entertaining at night when you come out and you're 
tired.   

SS: Yeah. It's not over, you get out of the cave and then you still have to hike.  

EW: Yeah. Yeah, there's one cave, one cave entrance I refuse to go back to because it's a two and 
half hour hike, and the first hour and a half of it's almost straight up through briars, and it's like, 
'Ah, I'm not going there, I don't like that cave enough to go.'   

SS: [laughs]  

EW: [laughs] Somebody else can go there.   

SS: Um, do you, do you want to just like, tell, or describe, or tell the story of like your favorite 
expedition or project that you've done in Mammoth?  

EW: I don't know that I have a favorite one.   
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SS: Like, just, maybe a really interesting one, or?  

EW: That's, so much fun.      Well I really like the kayak trips. Um, trying to map a river, in a 
cave, is really, really difficult. Um, cause normally when we're mapping, you've got somebody 
with a compass, and a klino, um. A compass tells you which direction you're going, and the klino 
tells you whether the passage is going up or down. And, um, a tape to measure disto, to measure 
the distances you're, cause you measure from place to place.  

SS: Mhmm.  

EW: And then you draw everything around it. So, this might be a point right here, and then I'm 
drawing side to side, um, and you're drawing three, three parts of the cave. You're drawing as if 
you cut the roof off and you're looking down on it, so that's the plan, you know, that looks like 
this. Then, periodically, at junctures, you draw, like, the circle this way. [gestures, making a 
circle with one arm]  

SS: Mhmm.  

EW: Because that gives you a different view of what's happening. And then you draw the profile, 
which tells you, it's just the line that tells you, 'The cave is doing this.' [makes descending gesture 
with hands] It's going down, down, down, and then it goes up, and then it           goes down, and 
then up. So it's kind of a profile view. Um, when you get in the river, I mean when you're doing 
this, most of the time you're standing along the ground, [laughs]  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: I mean, you're standing on rock, and you can, you have to be very, it's not easy to do. 
You've got to sight the instruments correctly, and you've got to be very careful about what you're 
doing, and drawing is, drawing the maps is not easy either. And, especially an accurate map, and, 
um, when you get in the river, you've got all kinds of problems, because, a lot of times you don't 
have a floor, you're not standing out in your wetsuits, in the river. Sometimes, the water's 20 feet 
deep or 40 feet deep, so, you're trying to get up close to the edge of a wall, and then get a mark 
on the wall, a small mark on the wall, and then trying to shoot to the next person down there, 
with the compass and the klino. Only, the wall's going like this [makes zigzagging gesture], or, 
you've only got this much air space, or, so. Now drawing the floor's easy in those, because it's a, 
it's a flat line.  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: Um, but, ah, you're floating in these kayaks and you're wearing this big bulky heavy 
wetsuit, and you're trying not to get hypothermic, I always carry hot coffee and stuff in a       
thermos. Um, it's tiring, because you carried all that stuff three miles to get down there, um, but, 
when you're floating in the cave itself,        the, the view is just gorgeous. I mean, all  
you hear is this water dripping, and, you can, there's no current, clearly, so, you're paddling, but 
when you stop and just kind of let it go, and you let the lights play off of the water, it shimmers 
off and throws light in really, really beautiful ways. But, I have a picture if you want to-  
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SS: I would love to see it.  

EW: -see one.   

SS: Yeah.  

EW: I've got a really good one, and I know where it is.  

[next few minutes, EW looks for photographs on her computer, talks quietly about computer 
organization, and takes a personal phone call. This part of the recording has been deleted.]   

EW: Ah, here we go: Roaring River. [laughs] Now we know where they are.      That's where 
we're floating in. [points to picture on computer screen] The reason he's laying down, cause see, 
he came through that thing right there. [indicates rock formation in photograph]   

SS: Wow.  

EW: So these are, um, foldable kayaks.  

SS: Mhmm.  

EW: Tim only came once. He didn't like uh, cause, here's what you have to do in the really tight 
places: you have to actually get out of the kayak. Cause this is only this tall. [holds hands 
roughly three feet apart]   

SS: Uh huh.  

EW: The kayak is almost to the ceiling. That's holding our tape, so we can keep from losing it 
underneath the water?       And it's cold. Cold, cold, cold, cold.   

[Muttering]  

EW: See, she's pushing down to get through-  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: -cause that's so tight. [inaudible] Oh yeah, we were carrying, that's, we carried them in the 
day before. But, see, here's what you're carrying when you...have the towel.  

SS: [laughter]  

EW: Yeah, there's the ceiling.   

SS: Wow.  
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EW: And laying down, so you can get through the-  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: -through the water.  

SS: Wow look at that! [indicates rough cave formation in photograph]  

EW: Yeah, that's sharp.   

SS: Wow.  

EW: That's the ceiling change, there. Here we got a whole bunch of those little tiny plates.  

SS: [laughter]  

EW: And as you can see it's a very clean place to be.   

SS: [laughter]  

EW: It's an interesting crew of people. [laughs] Yeah uh, yeah this picture is probably, when 
you're laying down in it, it's almost scraping your helmet, you're pushing down-  

SS: Wow.  

EW: -and trying to push the kayak down and push yourself along the ceiling like this to get 
through.  

SS: Oh.  

EW: And then right under there, there's a shark fin about this long. [holds hands two feet apart to 
indicate size]  

SS: Ugh.  

EW: That you can, it's    petrified. It's from, from an old...  

SS: Wow.  

EW: Yeah. This was like, 'I'm going to lay down sideways.'  

SS: [laughter]  

EW: But, yes, we're having fun.  
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SS: Yeah. Everyone's smiling.  

EW: Yeah, that's like, 'Yeah, this is what we live for.' So, it's, there are, that's probably my 
favorite trip in there, is to go and play in the water. It's a pain in the royal butt. You're  

freezing half the time. You're filthy, and when you leave you're hauling out an extra 30 pounds 
of water on top of everything else. You know, the giant backpack-  

SS: [yeah]  

EW: -with the [coughs] paddles and the wetsuits, and the kayak, and everything else. So, now, 
that's as, that's probably as much fun as it gets.   
SS: It looks, to me, very claustrophobic.   

EW: Yeah.  

SS: But, um, beautiful.  

EW: And parts of it, the ceiling's a hundred feet up.  

SS: Wow.  

EW: I mean it's, it's everything. You know, so, um, we've got one other area that I've been 
working in with a friend where we are within less than a hundred feet of connecting up, um, one 
of the small caves on the park, Great Onyx, with the main system. And if we do it adds miles and 
miles and miles to the cave.  

SS: Wow.  

EW: And, we've aborted like, ten trips to go there. Because if it rains even this much, the place 
we left off, we were standing in water, and the ceiling was here, and our heads were here. 
[indicates that the water was neck level, with about three inches between the head and the cave 
ceiling]  

SS: Wow.  

EW: So we've been waiting for the water to go down, because you get drought times, and the 
water in the cave really drops a lot. So we've been waiting two and a half years to go back. We're 
only a hundred feet. Because we map the things by computer as well, we've got all the numbers 
in?  

SS: Oh, yeah.  

EW: So, the computer adds the map and we know that, you know, this passage is heading 
straight for, um, um, another passage, and we're like, this far away. But, it's the safety issue.  
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SS: Yeah, absolutely.  

EW: We don't want to die connecting up the cave, you know?   

SS: No!  

EW: You know, I, that's not, not a smart thing to do. So we've been waiting and waiting and 
waiting for a draught. And of course we've had just, rain for the last two years, because we want 
to go-  

SS: Of course.  

EW: -go in there. So, you know. And that's part of also the advantages of, the advantage of not 
being 20, is, yeah, some of us have too much testosterone, but we're old enough to know that...  

SS: You're not that impatient.  

EW: I don't need to do it today. It will be there tomorrow.  

SS: Right, yeah.  

EW: So, but that's probably my favorite, my favorite place to go, when we're playing the water.  
[0:45:44.4]  

SS: That sounds amazing. Also scary.  

EW: Yeah. And we're not done with that. We have one more trip. We know where it ends, and 
we need to finish that. But also the part of the cave that it connects up with, in New Discovery?  

SS: Mhm.  

EW: It is a really pristine, beautiful part of the cave. And there's a bunch of survey that needs to 
be done on that end of New Discovery Gave that's muddy and nasty. And we do not want to be 
going through New Discovery in muddy, wet clothing, cause it'll mark up the rest of the cave.  

SS: Oh, yeah.  

EW: So we're still going to kayak down there and then climb up into that part of the cave, and 
work in that area. And then, go back out. So that way we have less impact on the part of the cave 
that's just very dry and very crystalline.   

SS: Yeah.  

EW: And pretty. So, there's a lot of weird planning that goes on with this.  
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SS: I can imagine. Um, so, is there anyone that you do these expeditions with, or someone else 
that you know that you think that, we should also talk to? [0:46:40.2]  

EW: Um, what, what your goal be in terms of what kind of person you need to talk to? Cause I 
know lots of people you could talk to.   

SS: I think we want anybody who has a close relationship, either professional or recreational, 
with the cave and the surrounding park.  

EW: Mhm. Um, I would suggest Norman Warnell.   

SS: Ok.  

EW: And I'll send you his email.   

SS: Ok.  

EW: Norman Warnell was a science teacher in Edmonson County for a long time. He's like, 74 
or 75. He's actually interviewed some of the people that tried to help Floyd Collins out of the 
cave?  

SS: Wow!  

EW: I mean, Norman is a historian by, by nature.   

SS: Uh huh.  

EW: And he's a really, half the people in the department are related to him. I always have at least 
one student whose mother had Norman in school, or who is related to Norman or knows 
Norman, I mean, he is a really, um, he's a good contact for local people.  

SS: Mhm.  

EW: Um, another one I would suggest is Stan Sides. And he's definitely a historian. He's a, or 
was a cancer doctor. He's retired now, and I can send you his email as well.   

SS: Ok.  

EW: Um, and he loves to talk.  

SS: Great.  

EW: Oh, yeah. You won't have any trouble getting Stan to tell you stories.  

SS: [laughs]  
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EW: Um, so those are two people that I think would, would give you a broader perspective on, 
and a longer term. Um, Stan's been, was one of the, um, not one of the original members of CRF, 
but certainly within the first ten years. Um, and done a lot of, of work around here. He's also one 
of the owners of Diamond Caverns.  

SS: Oh.  

EW: So, they ah, bought it up to kind of protect it, because they were really worried about the 
people who were running it, and not taking a good, good care of it. And they have a really good 
relationship with Mammoth as well. Um, at the, you've already got contacts at the park?  

SS: You mean working at the park?  

EW: Yeah.  

SS: Yes, we do. But anybody-  

EW: Shannon Trimboli?  

SS: I, I haven't.  

EW: Ok. Cause Shannon's probably somebody you want to talk to. She's ah, she's half-time 
WKU, half-time National Parks Service. She works for interp, doing a lot of, ah, training of 
students and things. So she might be able to give you some interesting, um, take on all the 
student groups, etc., that come here, and what they want to learn.         Trying to think of, ah, 
who'd be more recreational.          Can't think of who would be more recreational.  

SS: [laughs]  

EW: We all kind of, are obsessed with the project.  

SS: That's fine too.   

EW: Yeah, you might want to see if there's somebody at the park who can turn you on to who are 
the, um, the big people who love to do the horseback riding. Because they're one of  
the, the groups that makes the most noise whenever somebody does any, try to change the trails, 
either, no horses or no bikes, or whatever.  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: But the horse people are very, very active there. Um, so that might be some people, you 
could find somebody who could turn you on the them, that might be a good thing.  

SS: Yeah. That sounds good.  

EW: And I can send you emails for those people.  
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SS: That would be great.  

EW: Yeah.  

SS: Um, and like, you certainly don't have to do this, but if you wanted to send me like, one of 
the photos that you showed me?  

EW: Mhm, yeah.  

SS: Or-  
EW: I've got a really good photo that shows us in the cave, that's double set with kayaks, and 
then this beautiful shape that somebody took. It's a fine picture. And I just need to find where 
I've stuck it.  

SS: [laughter]  

EW: And I'll send you that one.  

SS: Ok.  
EW: Because I think that one will get you a good sense of it. Um, the other thing is, that if you, 
um, there are people who work in the cave who aren't just interested in the cave. But  there's a 
whole group that was working on all the graffiti. Tracing the history, ah, it was the Names 
Without Faces, um, project. Um, that um, you know, tracing where all these people came from. 
Colleen Olson, O'Connor. Colleen O'Connor, who works at the park as a guide, is also, written a 
couple of books about things at Mammoth. Prehistoric cavers and things like that.   

SS: Wow.  

EW: And, um, she might, ah, be a good source. And she also is better connected to more local 
folk, around here, than I am.  

SS: Ok.  

EW: So. So I'll send you her email as well.  

SS: Thank you.  

EW: And she's real nice, so.  

SS: Awesome.  

EW: So, those would be some good people. [0:50:51.7]  

SS: So the, uh, first of all, if, if I, um, have some follow up questions-  
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EW: Mhm.  

SS: Can I contact you again?  

EW: Oh sure. Yeah.  

SS: Great, yeah. Um, I was wondering like, if     maybe there's something in this interview that 
we didn't get to, that you would want people to know about the park, or the cave, or something 
like that?  

EW: There are, I could write twelve books on it!   
SS: [laughter]  

EW: Um, I guess the, the, one of the more interesting things about the relationship CRF and the 
park is that people have gotten fascinated enough about this that we've, a lot of new science has 
come out of that relationship. Um, people didn't look at the cave as a place to do science, 
originally. Just, and it's something that we kind of push. And in fact the, the Cave Books, which 
is the publishing house that I'm the editor of now, has published dozens of books on cave 
science, and on history, on, you know, the slaves that, ah, worked in the caves, on the saltpeter 
mines, on all kinds of things like that. So, a whole discipline of research has kind of come out of 
this symbiotic relationship between the Cave Research Foundation and the park.  

SS: Yeah.  

EW:  think that's, that's really kind of cool.   

SS: Yeah!  

EW: So, look up Cave Books on the internet, you'll find them, you'll find, ah, our website is 
embarrassing. But, unfortunately the dude who, ah, is in charge of the website (who I am going 
to fire as soon as the guy who found this thing dies) um, thinks all websites were created in the 
1980s.  

SS: Oh boy. [Laughs]  

EW: It's really, really bad. But you can find a lot of the things about the books we've produced 
and stuff. So, and some of them are cutting edge research books.  

SS: Cool.  

EW: I, I'm, ah, editing a book right now, an edited volume that has about 20 different chapters in 
it, on, all on Mammoth Cave. Some of them are the history, some of its on hydrology, some is on 
ecology. I mean, there's on all kinds of aspects of Mammoth Cave, so-  

SS: Awesome.  
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EW: That should be interesting when it gets done. And of course getting everybody to turn in 
their chapters, is the fun thing.  

SS: I can imagine.  

EW: Cause everybody's doing eight things.  

SS: Yeah.  

EW: So, yeah. So, anything else you can think of?  

SS: Not right now.  

EW: Ok.  

SS: But, but I may email you again, if that's ok.  

EW: Yeah, that's no problem.   

SS: Alright, awesome. Thank you so much. EW: Yeah, you're welcome.   
SS: This was great.  
EW: This, this is an easy a, um, this is an easy thing.  
 [Laughter]  
EW: 'Tell me about something you love.' 'Ok, no problem!' Yeah. And, and ah, you know, how 
long are you going to be working on this project?  
SS: I'm not sure, um, either the semester's ending for the fieldwork class that I'm in. Ah, but I 
think that next semester some courses, ah, will still be working with the project. So I, I may very 
well be still working on it.  
EW: Yeah, if you're still working on it next semester, then come back and talk to me and I may 
be hook you up, show up, and get you to come like on a Friday evening, ah the night before an 
expedition starts, when lots of people are just hanging around and talking to people.  
SS: Oh, yeah. That would be great!  
EW: Yeah. Thanksgiving's not a really good time, everybody's going to be drunk, but-  
 [laughter]  
EW: And partying, and happy to see each other and stuff, so.  
SS: For the first hour, maybe.  
EW: Yeah. But uh, um, we can certainly hook you up with some folk and, and that might be 
interesting for you.  
SS: Yeah! That would be great. I would love that.  
EW: Yep. What should I sign?  
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SS: Oh, alright.  
EW: I don't want to get in trouble for...  
SS: I'm going to turn the recorder off at this point. 
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