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1. Purpose.

Cultural resources--resources of historical,
archeological, or architectural significance--
are fragile, limited, and non-renewable portions
of the human environment. In compliance with

the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

(83 Stat. 852), cultural resources should be
discussed in environmental statements, in terms
of their existence as environmental resources

and in terms of the expected impact upon them of
proposed Federal actions. Compilation of suppor-
tive data for such discussions is the responsibi-
lity of the agency preparing environmental state-
ments. These guidelines are intended to assist
Federal agencies in assessing impacts of proposals
upon cultural resources and to aid reviewers in
evaluating the discussions of cultural resources
in environmental statements.

2. Definitions.

Cultural resources are sites, structures, objects,
and districts significant in history, architecture,
archeology, or culture. Although the definitions
necessarily overlap, cultural resources are
frequently defired in categories. The term
"cultural resources" includes the following:

Archeological resources--occupation sites,
work areas, evidence of farming or hunting
and gathering, burials and other funerary
remains, artifacts, and structures of all
types, usually dating from prehistoric or
aboriginal periods, or from historic periods
and non-aboriginal activities for which only
vestiges remain;







