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ROLE OF COMPLIANCE AT THE DSC

The role of the Denver Service Center is to execute the major planning,
design, construction, and historic preservation programs of the National
Park Service. Compliance with environmental and cultural resources
legislation, executive orders, and special directives is required for
virtually every project undertaken. Each team executes its own
compliance work, but the Legislative Compliance Division (LCD) monitors
the DSC system for the manager to assure requirements have been met,
maintains an ongoing training program, provides a central compliance
library as a major resource for other DSC staff, and provides staff
assistance in unusually complex cases.

This information/orientation booklet is designed to provide an introduction
to the interpretation and application of environmental (including historic
preservation) legislation, regulations, and policy. Timely and thorough
compliance work contributes to expeditious contract award and good
relationships with regional offices and parks as well as being a good
internal quality check for team members.

WHEN COMPLIANCE IS REQUIRED

As part of the planning process, planning and design team members are
responsible for scheduling, considering, and documenting the
consideration of all laws, executive orders, and NPS policies that apply to
their work. Legislation is congressionally initiated; executive orders are
presidential guidelines that must be followed; special directives are
internal policies. Usually the LCD provides only an oversight and review
role, thus individual team members must be familiar with compliance
requirements.

Following are narrative descriptions of the major laws, orders, and
policies requiring compliance. Each description is accompanied by
references to be used in actually preparing compliance material; it is
important to closely study these, including definitions, since there are
often fine distinctions in word use or application.

A comprehensive '"Legislative Compliance Log," reprinted at the end of
the booklet, is to be used for each project.

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), passed by Congress in
1969 and signed into law by Richard Nixon in 1970, was the first major
environmental law enacted in the 70s.






