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Mesa Verde Natienezl Park
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, A. Krug, .§‘ecrela1f)/

NATIONAL PARK 5ERVlCE, New/an B. Drury, Direrlar

This national park was created by act WHAT TO DO AND SEE IN MESA
of Congress in 1906 primarily to conserve VERDE NATIONAL PARK
and protect the thousands of prehistoric To Pmmou. um1(.l.Swn(|ing. of thv Wavs

ruins on the mesa tops and in the caves of of In-C 01- M(_S£l \Y(_l_d(_~S Pu_hiS[0ri(, inhab'i_
its many deep canyons. lt is one of the
areas of the National Park System estab-
lished for the benefit and enjoyment of

tants, a program of interpretive services
is provided for visitors (luring the summer
season. For fullest enjoyment and under-

the people and ‘qdlllinisuircd by lhc standing" of the park, its notable ruins
Nanonal Park ‘servlcc m Such manner as and prehistoric inhabitants, visitors are
to protect the superlative scenic, hist()1*ic\ ul,Q'.Cd m ml“, full ;ld\,amag.C of Ihc
prehistoric. and scientific resources they musvums‘ gui(1(.d mum (.\.(.I1il]gmmpn.

contain" talks, and trailside exhibits.

Arcbeological Museum. This museum
PRESERVATION OF THE RUINS graphically illustrates and explains, by

means of dioramas and comprehensive
Preservation of the ruins, abandoned for vxhihilsy the physical (.}mmCu.I.iSUCS7 CuS_

many uinmrics and now Wcakfnl by lhv toms. and arts and crafts of the Prehistoric
Indians of the Mesa Verde, from earliest

maximum lmmiCli0n' Bum by a Va” inhabitation (200 300 A. l).) to abandon-

natural forces, requires that they be given

ished people, they can never be replaced. “Wm M lhv Mvm \-(_I_d(_ M the limc of
Visitors are asked to cooperate with the thv (’;;~<-at Drouerht (1776 ‘)‘) /\ 1)) lt
National Park Service to the end that

Tprovides the most important single aid
these remarkable structures may be pre- to an understanding of the human pre-

history of the Mesa \'erde. lt is advisable
to visit the archeoloqical museum both

In Urdu, to pn,\.(.m damag to It“. mim_ before and after inspecting the ruins.

one rigid rule is strictly enforced: \'lSl- ]\]a;,‘n,[ H,‘5;,,,~), Mu5eum_ 1-;x}n})i[S of

TOR5 ARE NOT PERMITTED To the flora, fauna, and geology of the park

served, unimpaired, for the enjoyment of
future §_renerations.

: ENTER CLIl'I' D\'VELLlNGS UNLESS are here presented. From chairs on the

-__I/

THEY ARE ,\()(}QMPA1\I[ED BY A porch of the museum one may restfully
M EMBER Q19 THE LfNIFORMED enjoy the best cross-canyon view of Spruce
FOR(;E_ Roads and ruins am patrolled Tree House ruin. Public rest rooms are

and severe penalties may be imposed on in thc lmsclminl of this building‘
those disregarding this regulation. This Guided Trips. — Daily during the summer
rule does not apply to the ruins on the season, auto caravan trips are conducted
mesa top, and visitors who have registered to some of the nest and most notable
at the entrance checking station or at the ruins. Trips are taken partly in visitors’
museum may visit these at any time during own ears and partly on foot. The morning
daylight hours. trips include early pit houses, a number of
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iiiii'xt‘a\'ati“d ruins. Square Tower House, iiiounds oi rotk and earth (lviisvly over-

Sun Tcinple. and striking canyon-riin L_l'()\\'l] with S2lQ(‘l)l‘llSll.

\'i<-ws oi (‘.]iil Palace and other cliil d\\‘cll- _ , _

_ ‘. . ‘ RumsRm1z/_\". lll(‘S(‘I‘()£l(lS_(‘()II]])l"1SlHL{i\\‘()
ll1L{'S in l‘<'wkes and (iliil (ianyons. ()n ._ _ _

‘ . . . . t loops oi / lIl1lt‘S <*a<"h skirtiiiq the riiiis oi
the ait<-rnoon trips, visitors see (illil , , ,

, _ l\a\‘a]o_ l‘<*wk<*s_ (iliil_ and Soda (.anvons.
Pzilacv. th<- l2iI"Lf(‘$i known Cliil (l\\'(‘lllllQ'. ‘ . '

, are opt-n iroin 8 a. in. to (1 p. in. to req-
and \'isit Bal<‘onv House. one oi the inost _ . . . , ‘

_ , . .' . I ., lSI(‘l‘(‘(l \‘lSli()FS who have I'(‘t‘('l\'(‘(l 1IlSli‘tl(‘-
iiiti-rcstiiig. lrips rt-quire ironi 1 -_» to J m

, )

hours. l)()i\'T TR\ T() IX) T()() . . . . .'ny oi the ina]or ('lllT <lw<~llings as
_ _ . . . oi ina

ML (ll. (.onsidi*rahlc arduous (‘l1I11l)lIiL{'
\\'<*ll as .\'(‘\'(‘I'ill dozen sinall ones inav he

ns at the IIlllS(‘tllll. Sp<‘<‘ta<‘ular views

is n<*<"<~ssary to I"(‘é1(‘ll the cliil (l\\'(‘lliI1§§S 1 ., __ _ ’ _

I _ liZl(llI‘<)l11ll1(‘ \ !(‘\\' points. liit('rpr<'tiv<‘
'in( )1-rsons llI1'l(‘(‘llS ()I1l(‘( 0 \'i<rorous . . .

‘ _l ( “ (‘.\l11l)llS are lo('at<-d at each oi ll](‘S(‘
(‘X(‘I'('1S(‘ should not attempt all the . _ ,_ _

1, I __ _ 1 points. Sun lt"inpl(' and two l\iodit'd
t‘ iin is in ()I1(‘('1V. . _" Basket l\'ial<<*r pit houses are on the Sun

Clz Palace. This is the largest and most Tviiipli‘-Sqi1ar<~ Tower House loop.

Il()i2ll)l(‘ oi all the ('lliT (lwi-llinQ's. Since _ _

. . . Park Pr/mt. ~ Midway l)(‘iW(’Ct1 the park
its (lis("()\><*i"v_ inorc than ,>()i)_l)()() people .

' . <*ntran("<- and park l1(‘2l(l(]ll2lI"l(‘TS, a hali-
hav<- goiic through it. and, although cvcrv . . .

. . ' Hlll(‘ spur road and a short ioot trail l<-ad
eilort has l>v<-n lIlEl(l(‘ to protect it, niueh _ , _ _

to Park Point (8,575 ievt) highest point
(laiiiagv has l)(‘(‘Il (lone. In order to ])I‘(‘- . . , . .

. . . . . . in the park. lhis point eoininands 21

serve it l()I' all Illt‘, this ruin is now closed . .

. . ) . _ sp<*('ta(‘ular \'i(‘W‘ over l4_(l(l(l squzirc lI1ll(‘S
to visitors. lvoplv may still (‘llIIll) down , , ‘ , , .

. . . _ . oi the l‘our (iorn<'rs vountry. lhe iire-
to it, l]t)W(‘\'<‘l‘_ and \’1(‘\/V it iroin the trail . . . .

, _ guard on dutv will point out sci-nit‘ i(‘i1-
that runs across the (‘ave }ust ()lllSi£l(‘ the ’ .

. . . ‘ . tures and dcnionstrate Ilit‘il]()(lS used in
walls. l‘X‘()I11 this trail spectacular \'l(‘\\'S _ . .

. . . d<*t<*(‘ting and l()(‘2lUtlQ iorest res when
are ()l)l2l1I1('(l oi the towering SlI"ll(‘lllI‘(' . _ . .

. . . . . his lire duties perinit.
vii-ws that ioriner visitors. using" the upper
trail, were (l(’I1l(‘(l. Linusual new photo- Trailx for Hikers. ()pp0i"tunity to \'isit

graphie possil>ilitii~s are now open to \’isi- inany unusual points and outlying ruins

tors l)(‘(‘}l1lS(‘ oi‘ \'i(’\\' points that are no\\' is oili*i"<'d to those iI1i(‘l'(‘Slt‘(l in liikiiig.
2l(‘(‘(‘.SSil)l(‘. lXlli()I"li12lil()l1 and iivevssziry pi-rniits inay

Spruce Tree House. This \\'(*ll-pI'CS(‘l‘\’<*(l ll‘. Ulllmllcll ill The l“lmiulll'
rliil‘ (l\\'(‘lllI1Q is loeatvd across-caiiyoii Camping and Picnicking. l“I'(‘t‘ (‘ZHIIPTDQ

iroin the inust-uni and may he visited at and picnie qrouiids. inrluding coiniort
any time when il1(‘l‘(‘ is a I'Z1IiQ'(‘I‘ on duty stations. ilT(‘])l2i(‘('S, tahli-s and hunches,

in the ruin. \'isitors should inquire at and wood and water, are loeatcd in the

the tIlllS(‘llIll as to visiting hours. l1(‘2l(lqll;H‘l('l"S area (see map). CAMP-

Far View Group. This group OiilI1(‘S£1-lt)}) lN (T l) l) (lNrl‘(l ll NF; R__h_

l)\l(‘l)l()S is loeated near the cntranttt-. road STRTUT lal) S()l_‘li‘l‘Y lo IHTS ARTDA’

4 miles north oi park l1(‘8(l(|LlZ1I‘[(fI‘S. Far Whlvh ls Opt“ lmm almul May ls to

View House and Pipe Shrine House have N0“ilnl)(T l‘
l)(‘(‘I1 <'xcavatc(l, and around thein are a Spruce Tree Lodge.’ e lnlieznlquartersarcai
dozen llI](*.XCZ1VE1l(‘(l ruins, now only (Iahins, incals, soda iiountain and lunch

U4 S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OI-‘MCI-.:l!)-lti O — GMMMIT
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rount<-r. vurios. <";unp<-rs‘ supplivs. int'lu<l- wvsl: /\ztt-v Ruins, (ll1}l(‘()(i2lI1y()11_ B;1n(l<--

i11uQ‘2ls(>lii1<‘2|11(l oil. lit-r, and (Jilu (flill l)\v<-llinqs, in 1\.l<-w

Mvxivo; (lzinyon (Iv (iht-lly. (inszi (lrzmdv.
ln ziddition to l\T(‘S2l \'vr(l<- National 1\,1mm.ZHnm (§;m|(._ N;|\.;|>i()‘ '|-mm)_ ']*uZi_

P‘"il"~ H1" Nilllonill Pillik SYSIFIT1 "1-‘U goot_ \\';1lnu1 (T;urvon_ 1lll(l \\l11|)£1tl\'1_ in

l"(i1“(l“5 U1" f0ll"‘\'l"%' 51I‘("l1(,‘<>l(>Qi(‘1'll 11?|- .\ri1.on;1: \'t1(‘<‘;1 llou.<<*_ in (Iolor;i(lo; 1lI1(l

tional n1onum<-nts lo<‘at<*d in the South- Ho\'<‘n\\'<~<-p_ in llI£lll2l11(l(l()l()1'£1(l().

iifiglulgifgrs MILEAGE TO POINTS OF INTEREST BETWEEN
(,_9((E'5'"'l‘(;m PARK ENTRANCE AND PARK HEADQUARTERS 6_9‘;“é“f‘£;cU

READ UP READ DOWN

19-7 Pzlrk F.ntr21n('<‘, on L‘. S. 160. n1i(l\\';1y l)<'t\v<*<*n !h<' towns oli 0-0
l\l;u1(‘os and (§0rt<:7,. T\’IOI1[(‘ZUH1;l (Tounty: (Iolo.

15-3 As<‘<*11(lin>' cast t-s('ar)u1<'nt of the Mt-set \"(‘r(lt‘, Vlil Point 5-9
E l 1 . .

Lookout Trade nzuncd lor thv hold Jroinontorv which (loun-L I .

natcs thv Mcsa \'<*r(l(~. l\/T1H1(‘()S \';1ll<~y 11<-stlvs 211 foot of Ln
Plntzt Mountains to cast. N()r‘tl1<'r‘ly [l1(‘I"(‘l‘l‘()l1l zirv l1iL{l1t‘l‘

)cz1ks()l‘San uzm Mountains, l)(JlOI‘(‘S Pt~z1ks_ and l.on<* (lonel .

all 1n Colorado.

15.5 Knilc Etlgv I‘()il(l l1‘£lV(’I‘S(‘.\' north (‘S(T2ll"])lI1(‘l1l of lhc Mvszi 4,9
‘Q \"vr(lt' morv than 1,500 ll-rt 2ll)()\‘<‘ lloor oi‘ l\1ont<'zun1z| Vzillcy. I0

M"; Sl<~<*ping" U10 Mountain dirvctly wvst, in (lolorzttlog norlhwzird 6'4
thvrvof, in Utah, Abnjo (or Bluc), and l,;i Sal Mountains. East
is thc west lzicv of Point Lookout. in Moan \’<-r(l<-, <‘l<'\'z1tion

8.400 lbvt.

9-7 Pzirk Point spur road, 1-|<~\'z1ti<>n 8,380 lvvt. Sloping south- 10,0
ward from this point is thv [)I"l11(‘1])2ll t-xpzinsv of th<- canyon-
QélSl1(‘(l Nlvsix \'<'r(l<‘ l2il)l(‘l&lI1(l. To the \\'<~st. $l<-vpiiig’ lltt‘
Mountain. Next. south and wt-st. (Inrrizo Mountains oli
;\1‘i7.()I1£l1 <*21.<tw;1rcl and southwzu"(l th<-rcof_ l,ukzu‘l1t1kz1i and
(ihuska i\/lountains of .\'cw l\/Ivxico and 1/\ri7.on21 liortning zi

l>;1<'k(lrop for Ship Rock. 1.860 loot lnndnizirk on thv l\’z1\'ajo
R:-s<‘r\'zition, whivh zippvnrs from :1 (liSlilI1(‘(‘ as Z1 fully-ri‘Qg<*(l
sziiline; vvsscl zigaiiist il inountninous shorv linv. B<-st un-
ohstrurtcd virws in zill <lir<-("Lions may l><- had from (‘rest of
Pztrk Point. clt*\'21ti0n 8575 lcct. to whivh spur road l(‘2l(lS.

5-7 Summit 0iiC1h£lpi11 Mesa, (‘l(‘\/Zllitlll 8.380 {I1-t_ thv tongue-likv 14.0
mcszt within l\/Icsa Vvrdv Nzitionzil Park on whivh I1()l2ll)l(‘
ruins ztrv principally com‘<-ntr21t<-d.

4-1 Road junvtion for Far Yivw group oli ruins. (Soc tcxt.) 15.6

0.8 Spur road. 0.4 tnilv, to Cedar 'l'r<*t~ 'l‘ow<*r, llI1i(]ll(‘(f()l11l)ll12lli()11 18.9
of tow<*r and kiva (‘()l1l1(‘(il(‘(l by undcrgrounrl tunnvl
pztssagt-xvay.

()1) Park Hczldqtiartcrs: MllS(‘llI1lS, Spruvv Trvc Housv ruin, and 19.7
zidministrativc ollicc.

R(‘vis(-(l 1946.



MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK 
HEADQUARTERS AREA 

AND 

RUINS ROADS 

L E G E N D 

'ROADS 
•TRAILS 
CLIFF 
DWELLINGS 

RUINS ROADS ARE OPEN TO REGISTERED VISITORS 
FROM 8 A.M. TO 6 PM. 

THE FOLLOWING RULES ARE STRICTLY ENFORCED 

IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO ENTER A CLIFF 
DWELLING UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY A RANGER. 

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO MAR OR DEFACE ANY BUILDING, RUIN OR 
FORMATION, OR TO REMOVE ANY OBJECT FROM THE PARK. 

DO NOT ROLL OR THROW ROCKS OVER THE CLIFFS 

DRIVE CAREFULLY AT ALL TIMES 

IT IS ADVISABLE TO VISIT THE MUSEUM BOTH BEFORE 
AND AFTER SEEING THE RUINS. 




