Mesa Verde

NATIONAL PARK « COLORADO

Y GPO: 1975-585-459 /58 REPRINT 1975

ADMINISTRATION

Mesa Verde National Park was established in
1906 and contains about 21,000 hectares (52,000
acres). It is administered for the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, by a
superintendent. His address is Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park, CO 81330.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the
Department of the Interior has responsibility for
most of our nationally owned public lands and
natural resources. This includes fostering the
wisest use of our land and water resources,
protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the
environmental and cultural values of our national
parks and historical places, and providing for the
enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The
Department assesses our energy and mineral
resources and works to assure that their develop-
ment is in the best interests of all our people.
The Department also has a major responsibility
for American Indian reservation communities and
for people who live in Island Territories under
U.S. administration.
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HOW TO SEE THE PARK

To get the most out of your visit, we urge you first
to go to either the Far View Visitor Center (open
only in the summer 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or to the
Chapin Mesa Museum (open 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
in summer and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. the rest of the
year). At each location uniformed personnel will
help you plan your visit and answer any questions
you may have. Exhibits illustrate the arts and
crafts of the ancient peoples and of the Indians
now living in the Four Corners region.

Throughout the park the museums, roadside and
trailside exhibits, self-guided and guided trips
and campfire programs (in the summer only) will
help to give you a glimpse into the lives of the
pre-Columbian inhabitants. Nowhere else in the
United States is the sequence of their architec-
tural development so accessible as along the Ruins
Road. Today the ruins are stabilized.

SERVICE AND ACCOMMODATIONS

From mid-May to mid-October accommodations
and other services are available. Maximum inter-
pretive services begin in mid-June and last until
Labor Day. From mid-October to mid-May most
concession services are closed. Snack items,
beverages, film, and postcards can be bought at
Chapin Mesa. The museum and Ruins Road are
open. Tours of Spruce Tree House are conducted
all year long when trail and weather conditions
permit.

In summer, daytime temperatures are comfort-
ably warm with highs ranging from 29° C (85°F)
to 38°C (100°F). Evening temperatures are cool
with lows ranging from 13°C (55°F) to 18°C
(65°F). Winter highs range from 4°C (40°F) to
10°C (50°F) with lows of —32°C (—25°F) to
—10°C (15° F). Snow covered ground is predomi-
nant. Elevations vary from nearly 2,200 meters
(7,000 feet) at the park entrance and the Chapin
Mesa area to more than 2,600 meters (8,500 feet)
at Park Point; Morfield campground is 2,380
meters (7,800 feet) and Far View Lodge is 2,452
meters (8,080 feet).

For detailed information on services at Chapin
and Wetherill Mesas, Morfield, Far View, and Park
Point see the reverse side.

Everyday objects recently excavated from

the Mesa Verde (MAY-suh VUR-dee) ruins: a
stone hammer, a little over 30 centimeters
(one foot) long; a drinking mug with a black-on-
white design; and three corrugated jars from
Wetherill Mesa.

HOW TO REACH THE PARK

The park entrance is midway between Cortez and
Mancos on U.S. 160. It is 34 kilometers (21 miles)
from the entrance to the museum and the Chapin
Mesa ruins area. The Morfield campground is 6
kilometers (4 miles) from the entrance. The Far
View Visitor Center is 25 kilometers (15 miles)
away. The narrow mountainous road has sharp
curves and steep grades. A limited number of
turnouts are provided for emergency parking or
to allow for picture taking along the way. For
your safety, do not park on the roadway.

Depending on traffic and weather conditions,
allow at least 45 minutes to make this drive. Park
roads are generally designed as scenic drives
with reduced speed limits. Average speed limit in
the park is 55 kilometers per hour (35 miles).

There are scheduled flights to Cortez and Du-
rango. The nearest railroads are at Grand Junc-
tion, Colo., and Gallup, N.Mex., with bus service
to Cortez from those points. Buses run to Mesa
Verde National Park from Cortez mid-May to mid-
October. All nearby cities have rent-a-car service.

REGULATIONS

The Federal Antiquities Act of 1906 prohibits
the appropriation, injury, destruction, or removal
from place of any object of antiquity, or the ex-
cavation, injury, or destruction of any ruin on
Federal land. In accordance with these provi-
sions, you are informed that entering a cliff dwell-
ing without a park ranger present will result in a
citation and fine. Feeding, capturing, or teasing
wildlife and picking, cutting, or damaging any
wildflower or other native shrub or tree is also
prohibited. It's fun to see the different types of
wildlife and plants that can be found in the park,
but remember to LOOK only. We solicit your help
in preserving the park.

Firearms are prohibited; they must be cased,
broken down, or otherwise packed while in the
park.

Fires caused by carelessly thrown cigarettes can
burn the park’s natural vegetation. It would not
recover in our lifetime. In periods of extreme fire
danger, smoking is prohibited in moving vehicles
and along trails.

Don’t litter; use the trash containers in the park.
Pets must be physically restrained at all times;
they are not allowed in public buildings or on
trails. Motor vehicles are allowed only on road-
ways, turnouts, or parking areas. Report all
accidents to the nearest park ranger as soon as
possible.

FOR YOUR SAFETY

Visits to cliff dwellings, whether on a ranger-
guided tour or a self-guided walk, tend to be quite
strenuous. Often the climbing of steps and ladders
is required. Adequate footwear, such as hiking
boots or sturdy shoes, is recommended for these
trips. Strenuous activity at the high elevations of
the park may adversely affect those persons who
experience heart or respiratory ailments. You
may wish to reconsider climbing into and out of
the cliff dwellings. With the exception of Balcony
House, all major cliff dwellings can be viewed
from overlooks on the canyon rims.

Parents should be especially alert for their chil-
dren’s safety when nearing the canyon rim cliff
areas. Please do not throw rocks or other objects,
for other visitors may be below.

Bicycle riding is encouraged along the park roads
and motorists should be on the lookout for bi-
cycles on the narrow roads. Extend to them the
same courtesies you would any other vehicle.

While every effort is made to provide for your
safety, you must remain alert and cautious. Your
safety and your children’s safety are of primary
concern to us.



MORFIELD :

Morfield campground, open virtually all year for
tents and trailers, has restrooms and single and
group campsites. Reservations cannot be made.

When the campground is closed due to snow in the
winter months, camping is permitted in the Chapin

Mesa picnic area. Qampmg is allowed only in
established eampsitcs which should not be left
unattended for more than 24 hours, and is limited
to 7 days. Each campsite contains a table, benches,
‘and woodburning and Gharcoal-huming grills for
whkzh fuel can be buught at the store. The natural
‘environment at Mesa Verde is very fraguo. there-
fore, the gathering of ﬁrewaoﬂ or injury to trees
or shru’hs is‘prohmmd 'rhero are no utility hook-

 ups, but the campground has a disposal station for __

dumping trailer Imlding tanks. Groceries, gifts,
souvemrs. carry-out food, a gasolm@ station,
showers, and laundry f:

winter mpmhm

Campﬂn pmgram dre cmducmd each evenlng
from early June to September. These programs
deal with the prﬁ-CaSumbian and modern Indians
of tha Suuthwest and with the archeology, history,
and natural hcstory of the area.

Check at the ranger station for the location of

hiking trails. To protect the fragile, irreplaceable R
ruins, HIKING IS RESTRICTED within Mesa Verde |

National Pafk

~ During the summer nondewummat:onal ruligioua
3 snrviaas are held each Sunday moming and

ss is held eac
Village.

PARK POI u‘r

Located halfway between the antranceand Chapin
Mesa, Park Point offers superb views of the entire
Four Corners rngion The park fire lookout statton
is here. The ranger will be pleased to answer
qu«twm when he is not mwlwdwtth his duties.
’rhare ara no viantm' fae:lﬁ:ks nt Park Poim.
mnvmw

’Fha visitor emter isanetains ﬂisp!ays of contem-
mruv Indian arts &mtr crafts. Free tlckots for

nﬂmﬂuimd twmmwmhdrmMen m&lemv :
ﬂoma’m Chapin Mm are given out here. Gaso-

mw and wrecker wrviees are provided ‘at the

 service mﬂm. ‘Concessioner-operated commer- -

um bus tours of Chapin Mesa and the f
- Wetherill Mua“lmvs from this paint,

l.odging is maﬂame from midMay to midﬂetoban ;
From June 1 to Labor Day it is advisable to make

reservations with the Mesa Verde Co., P.0. Box
277, Mancos, CO 81328. Cali toll free (out-of-state)

800-526-6421; (Colorado only) 800-332-5797.

Meals and snacks are served at the Far View
Lodge restaurant during normal meal hours and
continuously throughout the day at the cafeteria.
A gift shop specializing in American Indian handi-
crafts is located in the cafeteria building.

lﬁties are also available. |
Aﬂ services and faeiﬁms are elosed durmg the
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The park superintendent and his staff have their
headquarters at Chapin Mesa. The U.S. Post
Office there operates all year. Emergency first aid
is provided at the chief ranger’s office or at any
ranger station.

The archeological museum contains displays of
artifacts found in the Indian ruins of Mesa Verde.
Dioramas and exhibits explain the life-style of the
people who lived here centuries ago.

The Spruce Tree Store, open from early spring
through fall provides meals, snacks, groceries,
gifts and souvenirs. Bicycles can be rented at
Chapin Mesa.

In the summer park rangers conduct guided tours
through several of the cliff dwellings. Check at the
museum or visitor center for the current schedule.
During the winter months tours are conducted to
Spruce Tree House only, weather and trail condi-
tions permitting. Two short hiking trails lead into
Spruce Tree Canyon. Visitors must register at the
chief ranger’s office before using either of these
trails. Two 10-kilometer (6-mile), self-guiding loops
of the Ruins Road are open from 8 a.m. to sunset.
Many cliff dwellings can be viewed from canyon
rim vantage points along both loops. On the west
loop, exhibits at 5 stops explain the development
of the Pueblo culture from the Basketmakers
through the classic period of the cliff dwellings.

A picnic area is located in the museum area. Picnic
sites with restrooms are on each of the Ruins Road
loops. Camping is permitted at the picnic area in

“winter only when Morfield campground is closed.

WETHERILL MESA

Private vehicles are prohibited on the Wetherill
Mesa Road. The area is open only in the summer
with access by bus. Reservations are required and
tickets can be picked up at the Far View Visitor
Center. Box lunches, cold drinks, and snack items
can be bought from the concessioner. The 19-
kilometer (12-mile) bus ride offers excellent views
of the surrounding area. The ruins sites are
reached by minibus and trail. Park rangers con-
duct tours of Long House ruin. Other ruins may be

 open to the public in the future. Please check the
schedule at the visitor center_. !

WE’RE JOINING THE METNC WOB&D

The Namnai Park Service is mtreduemg metric
measurements in its publications to help Ameri-
cans become acquainted with the metric system
and to make interpretation more meaningful for
park visitors from other nations.
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