Minidoka Chronicle
First Impressions

August, 1942 – December, 1942

“And the train stops out there in the
middle of nowhere, and then they say,
they, ‘Well, this is where you people
get off.’ And you get out there and
look around, there’s nothing but sand
and sagebrush there. And the only
thing that was there that was of any
luxury was these tour buses from
Sun Valley, Idaho.”
Robert Mizukami
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Buses line up to take incarcerees
from the train to the camp. Over 600
incarcerees are on each train.
Eden, Idaho, ca. 1942.
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Three brothers looking out the window
of their train car as they arrived in Eden,
Idaho from the Puyallup Assembly Center.
(L-R) Gereald, 5, David, 6, and Chester
Sakura, Jr., 1 ½ years old.
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The bridge over the Northside Canal
signaled the entrance to the camp.
When it first opened in 1942, the
guard towers, entry post, and barbed
wire fence had yet to be built. For
many months, there were no physical
obstacles to keep the people in other
than the canal on one side.

The bridge and entrance to the Minidoka camp.
This is a view from the inside looking out.
Block print by a student of Fumi Haraguchi
Kato, Hunt High School, ca. 1943
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By 1943, all traffic entered and exited through
this gate and checkpoint, which was built by
incarcerees. This view is from inside Minidoka
facing out to the rest of the world.
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“…it’s not like the assembly center where
you had barbed wires and guards. You
just came to the main gate, and that was
about it. In fact…my dad…will go out
to sagebrush to get the sagebrush wood.
Some would go after rattlesnakes…So
it was pretty wide open, so I don’t think
anybody thought of like the illegal[s]
coming over, crossing a desert or anything,
‘cause there’s no place to go.”
Victor Ikeda
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Work crews picked up
the baggage at Eden
and unloaded it at the
Administrative area
as new incarcerees
arrived on buses.
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Registration, medical exams, and
apartment assignment took place in
the Administration building. Pictured
are new incarcerees who have arrived
from Puyallup Assembly Center,
August 17, 1942.
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When the first incarcerees arrive in the fall of 1942,
only half the block units were constructed, the
sewer and water system had not been installed,
and there are no support facilities such as schools.
The barbed wire fence and guard towers have yet
to be built when the camp opened.

“… inside they were the raw wood and
outside they were tarpapered and,
you know, it was dusty in the spring
in Idaho and the dust just come
blowing in the windows and all.”
Don Maeda
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There were a total of 36 residential block

units in the camp which held approximately
250 people. Each block had 12 barracks, with
a mess hall and a laundry/bathroom in the
middle of the block. One recreation hall was
located at the periphery of each block. The
halls were used as churches, movie theaters,
or for other group activities. Some blocks
were modified, where half the units were
for schools.
“…the barracks were very dusty and
unfurnished. And I think there were cots
on [in] there, but we still had to get our
mattresses and army blankets and all lined
up, seven beds all lined up, and a potbelly
stove at one end.”
Ruby Inouye
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This diagram shows the layout of the Civic Center block,
which was formerly residential block 23. Families were
moved from Block 23 to blocks 3, 4, and 6 in 1942. The
Civic Center Block, which included the high school,
main library, administrative and church offices, and the
Minidoka Irrigator offices, opened in early 1943.
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This was photographed by Jack Iwata at
Manzanar and was representative of rules posted
in the camps. Rules varied by camp.
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Icicles form on the water
tower structure on a cold
winter morning.
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“…all you can see are rows and rows of
barracks with tarpaper outside, black
tarpaper. And beyond the barbwire fence,
you see sagebrush forever, just rolls of
hills of sagebrush. And off toward what
seemingly was Block 35, you see a water
tower which becomes kind of a landmark
later on as we were able to go outside the
premises of Minidoka Camp.”
George Nakata
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Paul Ohtaki of Bainbridge Island was
first removed to Manzanar, then was
sent to Minidoka. While at Minidoka,
he and Dr. Sada Omoto, Tony Koura,
and Sachiko Koura Nakata become
correspondents who reported camp
news to the Bainbridge Review for
publication.

In 2001, Mr. Ohtaki compiled an
anthology of all the Bainbridge
Review articles related to the forced
removal of the Japanese Americans
from Bainbridge Island. His
compilation was entitled “It was the
Right Thing to Do.”
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Paul Ohtaki on Bainbridge Island, 1940.
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