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Some Japanese Americans
were already serving in the
military when the Pearl
Harbor attack occurred, and
received varied responses.
Some were reassigned to
menial duties and many were
immediately reclassified
as 4-C enemy aliens and
removed from duty. Others
who stayed in joined the
Military Intelligence Service.
In 1943, Japanese Americans
were allowed to return to
military service as part of the
new segregated units.
Dressed in full uniform and having served in World
War I, this veteran was to a temporary detention center
at Santa Anita, California, April 5, 1942.
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“…the War Department issued an order for
us of Japanese ancestry to turn in our arms.
And what a sad day it was for me personally,
because I was called into the office by…my
company commander. And he said, ‘Sparky,
I hate to do it, but here it is, War Department
orders. I’ve got to ask you to turn in your
arms.’ And I still get emotional about it when
I think about that moment.
And then, on short notice, we were placed
aboard the SS Maui. From Molokai we
were shipped…and we landed in Oakland,
California. From there we were sent all
across the continent to Camp McCoy,
Wisconsin.”

Spark Matsunaga
Senator, (D) Hawai`i (1977-1990)
US Army Reserve in 1941, Hawai`i
Captain, 442nd Regimental Combat Team
and 100th Infantry Battalion
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Spark Matsunaga, ca. 1940s
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The Irrigator announced the start
of the loyalty oath questionnaire
that was administered by the War
Department. This coincides with the
War Department’s organization of a
segregated, all-Japanese American
fighting unit in the US Army, the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. Minidoka
Irrigator, February 6, 1943.
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The War Department contended
that a segregated all-Japanese
American fighting unit would
call attention to the fact there are
many loyal Japanese Americans.
They also said that spreading
Japanese Americans throughout
the ranks would dilute their
efforts to show loyalty. Minidoka
Irrigator, February 23, 1943.
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Three Onodera brothers, Kid, Kaun, and Satoru,
enlist while the entire family looks on.
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Incarcerees built the honor roll at the entrance of the
camp to honor the soldiers from Minidoka. Fumi
Onodera points to the names of her three brothers on
the wall.
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Women’s Army Corps (WAC)
recruiters interviewed an internee
at the Minidoka War Relocation
Center, 1943.
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Women’s Army Corps (WAC)
Private Alice Miyoko Shimoyama
and her sister Noba enlisted in the
WAC while in Chicago. They were the
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Shimoyama of 29-5-A. They relocated
from Tule Lake WRA Center to
Palantine, Illinois while their parents
transferred to Minidoka.” . Minidoka
Irrigator, March 25, 1945.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Women’s Army Corps
Private Masako Fujii,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Takauichi Fujii of 17-8-F,
posed in front of the Honor
Roll for this publicity photo.
Minidoka Irrigator, October
14, 1944.
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

In training at Fort des Moines: (L to R)
Iris Watanabe, Bette Nishimura, Margaret
Fukuoka, Francis Iritani, and Sue Ogata. Ogata
said: “I just had to join as soon as we were
given a chance…Joining the WACs seemed the
best way I knew to help my country.” Minidoka
Irrigator, January 15, 1944.
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Private First Class (Pfc.) Dudley
Rushwrote a heartfelt letter to the
editor of the Star Bulletin in Honolulu.
It was re-published in the Minidoka
Irrigator. Pfc. Rush is moved by the
loyalty and bravery of the Japanese
American servicemen and is
concerned about their treatment at
home. Minidoka Irrigator, July 29,
1944.
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Minidoka shows its appreciation for Nisei
servicemen in this edition of the Irrigator.
War hero Tech Sergeant (T/Sgt.) Ben
Kuroki was honored with a parade and
a series of gala events when he visited
Minidoka in 1944. In a later interview,
Kuroki stated that he thought the Army
used him during this wartime publicity
tour. He was disturbed to see fellow
Japanese Americans being guarded by
armed soldiers wearing the same uniform
as he. Minidoka Irrigator, May 6, 1944
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Soldiers on leave return to
Minidoka to be with family and
friends. It must have been strange
to have seen men in uniform
being guarded by others wearing
the same uniform.

Tech Sergeant (T/4) Taniguchi with his
wife and baby daughter at Minidoka.
He volunteered while at Tule Lake
and served behind enemy lines in the
Burmese jungle with the Chindits, a
British fighting unit. March, 1943.
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A soldier on leave returns to Minidoka and
poses with high school friends.
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Colonel John Y. Sadonaga is a career
military officer whose journey began
at Minidoka, where he enlisted in
the service and joined the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, becoming
a decorated war hero. Following the
war, he became an optometrist and
later joined the reserves. He returned
to active duty in the US Air Force and
served for 32 years. Sadonaga was one
of the last men in the 442nd to retire
from active military duty.
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These nine young men from
Minidoka pose for one final
picture before joining the
military. John Sadonaga is
standing in the back row and
is the third person from the
left, 1944.
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
ADMINSITRATION

The Irrigator kept the camp residents informed
about the campaigns in the Atlantic and the Pacific
theaters. Minidoka Irrigator, Unknown Date.
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Private Satoru Onodera penned “A
Voice in the Night” during a lull in the
fighting on the front lines in Italy. Satoru
was killed in action on July 7, 1944, and
his poem was published posthumously
in the Irrigator. Minidoka Irrigator,
September 16, 1944.
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“I am one of the fortunate Marines who have
recently returned to this country after serving in
the offensive against the Japanese on Guadalcanal
… We find … a condition behind our backs that
stuns us. We find that our American citizens, those
of Japanese ancestry, are being persecuted, yes,
persecuted as though Adolf Hitler himself were in
charge … We find that the California American
Legion is promoting a racial purge.
“I’m putting it mildly when I say it makes our blood
boil … We shall fight this injustice, intolerance, and
unAmericanism at home! We will not break faith
with those who died…We have fought the Japanese
and are recuperating to fight again. We can endure
the hell of battle, but we are resolved not to be sold
out at home.”
Pfc. Robert Borchers
Letter to the Editor
Time Magazine,
December 20, 1943 edition
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The Minidoka Honor Roll was
built to honor all the men and
women from camp who served
in the military. When first
installed in the fall of 1943, the
wall had one panel containing
418 names. In October 1944,
the Minidoka Irrigator reported
that two additional panels were
installed. In total, 950 people
from Minidoka volunteered or
were drafted into the service. Of
the ten camps, Minidoka had
the highest percentage of people
who served.

Artists Kenjiro Nmura and Kamekichi Tokita created the
Honor Roll, and chief gardener Fujitaro Kubota designed
the ornamental garden where the Honor roll was installed.
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Incarcerees show their patriotism with
supportive holiday decorations.
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On the Front Cover:
All these Minidoka incarcerees were
volunteers for induction into the US Army.
They would serve in the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, March 20, 1943.
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