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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan
Inventory Summary

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

CLI General Information:

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI) is an evaluated inventory of all significant landscapes in units
of the national park system in which the National Park Service has, or plans to acquire any enforceable
legal interest. Landscapes documented through the CLI are those that individually meet criteria set
forth in the National Register of Historic Places such as historic sites, historic designed landscapes, and
historic vernacular landscapes or those that are contributing elements of properties that meet the
criteria. In addition, landscapes that are managed as cultural resources because of law, policy, or
decisions reached through the park planning process even though they do not meet the National
Register criteria, are also included in the CLI.

The CLI serves three major purposes. First, it provides the means to describe cultural landscapes on
an individual or collective basis at the park, regional, or service-wide level. Secondly, it provides a
platform to share information about cultural landscapes across programmatic areas and concerns and to
integrate related data about these resources into park management. Thirdly, it provides an analytical
tool to judge accomplishment and accountability.

The legislative, regulatory, and policy direction for conducting the CLI include:

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 USC 470h-2(a)(BEach Federal agency shall
establishOa preservation program for the identification, evaluation, and nomination to the
National Register of Historic PlacesOof historic properties®

Executive Order 13287: Preserve America, 208&c. 3(a)OEach agency with real property
management responsibilities shall prepare an assessment of the current status of its inventory
of historic properties required by section 110(a)(2) of the NHPAONOo later than September 30,
2004, each covered agency shall complete a report of the assessment and make it available to
the Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Secretary of the
Interior® (c) Each agency with real property management responsibilities shall, by September
30, 2005, and every third year thereafter, prepare a report on its progress in identifying®
historic properties in its ownership and make the report available to the Council and the
SecretaryO

The Secretary of the Interioris Standards and Guidelines for Federal Agency Historic
PreservatiorPrograms Pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act, 1998. Standard 2:
An agency provides for the timely identification and evaluation of historic properties under
agency jurisdiction or control and/or subject to effect by agency actions (Sec. 110 (a)(2)(A)
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Management Policies 2006.1.3.1 Inventories: The Park Service will (1) maintain and expand
the following inventoriesOabout cultural resources in units of the national park
systemOCultural Landscape Inventory of historic designed landscapes, historic vernacular
landscapes,O and historic sitesO

Cultural Resource Management Guideline, 1997, Release No. 5, page 22 issued pursuant to
Directoris Order #28.As cultural resources are identified and evaluated, they should also be
listed in the appropriate Service-wide inventories of cultural resources.

Responding to the Call to Action:

The year 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. A five-year action plan
entitled, 1A Call to Action: Preparing for a Second Century of Stewardship and Engagement

charts a path toward that second century vision by asking Service employees and partners to commit to
concrete actions that advance the agencyis mission. The heart of the plan includes four broad themes
supported by specific goals and measurable actions. These themes are: Connecting People to Parks,
Advancing the NPS Education Mission, Preserving Americais Special Places, and Enhancing
Professional and Organizational Excellence. The Cultural Landscape Inventory relates to three of these
themes:

Connect People to Parks.Help communities protect what is special to them, highlight their

history, and retain or rebuild their economic and environmental sustainability.

Advance the Education Mission. Strengthen the National Park Serviceis role as an educational
force based on core American values, historical and scientific scholarship, and unbiased translation
of the complexities of the American experience.

Preserve Americais Special PlacesBe a leader in extending the benefits of conservation

across physical, social, political, and international boundaries in partnership with others.

The national CLI effort directly relates to #3, Preserve Americais Special Places, and specifically to
Action #28, iPark Pulse.ilEach CLI documents the existing condition of park resources and identifies
impacts, threats, and measures to improve condition. This information can be used to improve park
priority setting and communicate complex park condition information to the public.

Responding to the Cultural Resources Challenge:

The Cultural Resources Challenge (CRC) is a NPS strategic plan that identifies our most critical
priorities. The primary objective is té\thieve a standard of excellence for the stewardship of the
resources that form the historical and cultural foundations of the nation, commit at all levels to a
common set of goals, and articulate a common vision for the next cénting CLI contributes

to the fulfillment of all five goals of the CRC:

1) Provide leadership support, and advocacy for the stewardship, protection, interpretation,
and management of the nationis heritage through scholarly research, science and effective
management;

2) Recommit to the spirit and letter of the landmark legislation underpinning the NPS
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3) Connect all Americans to their heritage resources in a manner that resonates with their
lives, legacies, and dreams, and tells the stories that make up Americais diverse national
identity;

4) Integrate the values of heritage stewardship into major initiatives and issues such as
renewable energy, climate change, community assistance and revitalization, and
sustainability, while cultivating excellence in science and technical preservation as a
foundation for resource protection, management, and rehabilitation; and

5) Attract, support, and retain a highly skilled and diverse workforce, and support the
development of leadership and expertise within the National Park Service.

Scope of the CLI

CLI data is gathered from existing secondary sources found in park libraries, archives and at NPS
regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site reconnaissance. The baseline information
describes the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in the context of the
landscapeis overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape identifies
character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the landscapeis overall
integrity and an assessment of the landscapeis overall condition. The CLI also provides an illustrative
site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit and generates spatial data for
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). The CLI also identifies stabilization needs to prevent further
deterioration of the landscape and provides data for the Facility Management Software System

Inventory Unit Description:

The North Bridge Unit is one of three discontinuous park units within Minute Man National Historical
Park. The Unit is located eighteen miles northwest of Boston in Concord, Massachusetts and consists
of 114.01 acres. The central landscape feature is the North Bridge. On April 19, 1775, colonial militia
and minutemen engaged British Regulars at the North Bridge during the ifirst forcible resistancei to
iBritish aggression,i the day that marked the beginning of the American Revolution.

Historical Overview

Before seventeenth-century European settlement, Native Americans cultivated land and fished within
the future town of Concord. Within the present-day North Bridge Unit, Native Americans camped on
the hilltop overlooking the Concord River, and are believed to have gathered food in wet meadows
bordering the river and grown crops in a field partially located within the Unit.

English Puritans established Concord in 1635. Land within the present-day North Bridge Unit, north of
the town center, was among the first settled in Concord. The Puritans built houses within the Unit on a
ridgeline bordering the western bank of the Concord River. By the mid-1650s, although probably much
earlier, settlers within the Unit constructed a bridge (North Bridge) across the river, connecting their
houselots to the center of town. Colonial houselots included a house, a barn, and other outbuildings, and
often small fields, meadows, orchards, and woodlands. Larger fields, pastures, and wet meadows held
in common were located throughout the town.

By 1775, all land within the North Bridge Unit was settled and cleared for agriculture. Seven houselots
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were located within the Unit, five on the ridgeline west of the river and two on level ground east of the
river. Defining spaces within the landscape were stone walls, fences, farm lanes and the Groton Road,
which crossed the Concord River over the North Bridge. On the morning of April 19, 1775, the
agricultural landscape became a battleground. British troops arrived in Concord early in the morning,
not to engage in battle but to find and destroy colonial arms. Colonial minutemen and militia gathered on
the hilltop west of the North Bridge, today known as the Muster Field. Observing smoke rising from the
center of Concord, they feared the British would destroy the town. Standing between the colonials and
town center were several British companies guarding the bridge. As the minutemen and militia
approached, British troops positioned on the opposite side of the river fired, killing two colonials. The
colonials returned fire, killing one British soldier and mortally wounding two others. The entire battle
lasted only minutes. Outnumbered and unable to hold their position, British soldiers broke ranks and
retreated towards the center of town.

Two of the dead British soldiers were buried in the field bordering the south side of Groton Road (Old
Manse field), east of the North Bridge. Except for the graves, the battle appears to have minimally
altered the battleground landscape. Thirteen years after the battle, the town replaced the North Bridge
with a new structure, as had happened routinely about every twenty years since the original bridge was
constructed in the seventeenth century. In 1793, the town removed the North Bridge and discontinued
the portion of Groton Road crossing over the bridge, following construction of a new bridge further
downstream.

About fifty years after the battle at the North Bridge, Concord began to formally celebrate the
anniversary of the battle. The first known public remembrance occurred in 1824, with a significantly
larger celebration held in 1825, the fiftieth anniversary of the battle. In 1836, the town erected the
Battle Monument on land donated to the town. The property included the portion of Groton Road that
ran between present-day Monument Street and the Concord River, closed to public travel in 1793 after
the removal of the North Bridge. It also included the portion of the field under which the two British
soldiers were buried. The monument was placed at the western end of the linear parcel, on the east
bank of the Concord River near the site of the North Bridge. In 1838, the town planted about two
hundred trees in double rows along the northern and southern edges of the donated land.

The 1874 commemorative North Bridge and The Minute Man were constructed and erected in time for
the centennial celebration in 1875. Ebenezer Hubbard, a local citizen, initiated construction of both
features because he was displeased with the location of the Battle Monument, erected on the site of the
British position during the battle at the North Bridge.

A local citizen, Ebenezer Hubbard, displeased with the location of the Battle Monument, erected on the
site of the British position during the battle at the North Bridge, initiated construction of both features.
Through his will and an earlier donation, Hubbard provided funds to construct a bridge accessing the
western bank of the river so that a monument placed on the site where colonials fought and died could
easily be reached. Also placed in time for the celebration was a granite marker inscribed iGrave of the
British Soldiersi and inset in a stone wall overlooking the gravesite. Concord erected several more
monuments in the decades that followed including the Muster Field Monument (1885) and the John
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Buttrick Bas-Relief Monument (1915). Both were placed within stone walls along Liberty Street.

Beginning in 1879, descendents of colonials who fought during the battle at the North Bridge
transformed a significant portion of the agricultural landscape overlooking the battleground into
suburban country estates. The estates, known as the Battle Lawn estate and the Buttrick estate, sat
high above the Concord River. Both estates included a large house, a carriage house or stable, a
cottage, and formal entrances, gardens, and landscaping.

The battleground increasingly became a tourist destination, especially during anniversary celebrations,
on patriotic holidays, and during summer weekends. Carriages, and later automobiles, were allowed to
cross the North Bridge and to park adjacent to the monuments. By 1911, a small tourist stand owned
and operated by a neighboring property owner stood near the Battle Monument. In 1927, automobiles
were no longer allowed to drive along the avenue leading to the North Bridge. Two years later, the
town built the Monument Street parking lot, opposite the battleground entrance.

Most of the land within the North Bridge Unit remained agricultural through the nineteenth and into the
early twentieth century, except for the commemorative landscape associated with the North Bridge and
the formal landscapes and gardens of the Battle Lawn and Buttrick estates. Although a few fields and
wet meadows had reverted to forest by the early 1940s, most land remained open through the middle of
the twentieth century.

In 1956, the federal government formed the Boston National Historic Sites Commission to investigate a
partnership between the federal government and state and local organizations to preserve significant
colonial and American Revolutionary properties in and around Boston. The commission recommended
the establishment of a national park that would include over a hundred acres surrounding the North
Bridge in Concord (North Bridge Unit) and over four miles along the historic battle route between
Concord, Lincoln, and Lexington (Battle Road Unit). On September 21, 1959, the federal government
established Minute Man National Historical Park, and in 1960 the park officially opened.

Land acquisition within the North Bridge Unit began in 1962 with the purchase of the Buttrick estate,
the Battle Lawn estate, Flint field, and Honeysuckle Island from the Buttrick family. In 1963, the NPS
entered into a cooperative agreement with the town of Concord. The agreement allowed the town to
retain title to the Monument Street parking lot and the commemorative landscape adjacent to the 1956
commemorative North Bridge and charged the federal government with the responsibility of operating
and maintaining the landscape.

Early research efforts within the North Bridge Unit concentrated on buildings and archeological sites
significant to the battle at the North Bridge. Reports generated include historic structure reports for the
Elisha Jones house and the Major John Buttrick house. Archeological studies investigated the location
of Groton Road west of the North Bridge and uncovered the foundations of the Ephraim and Willard
Buttrick house and the Captain David Brown house. The most comprehensive study of the
battleground landscape is included within the 1985 historic grounds report iThe Scene of the Battle.
Recent research includes an historic structures report for the North Bridge and a Cultural Landscape
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Report for the North Bridge Unit, both completed in 2004.

Significance Summary

Minute Man National Historical Park was systematically listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in 1966 with the passage of the National Historic Preservation Act. On November 29, 2002 the
National Register of Historic Places accepted documentation for Minute Man National Historical Park.
The period of significance is listed as 1655 to 1959. The documentation identifies the park as nationally
significant in the areas of military, commemoration, and literature and locally significant in the areas of
agriculture, archeology, and architecture. Based on findings of the CLI, the landscape is also locally
significant in the area of lanscape architecture, recognizing the significance of the Buttrick estate
designed landscape.

Analysis and Evaluation Statement

The analysis and evaluation section evaluates the landscapeis physical integrity by comparing landscape
characteristics and features present during the period of significance with current conditions. Each
characteristic or feature is classified as contributing, non-contributing, or undetermined to the
landscapeis overall historic significance. For those features that are listed as undetermined further
primary research, which is outside the scope of this CLlI, is hecessary to determine the featureis
original date. Contributing characteristics or features were either present during the period of
significance or are in-kind replacements of such historic elements. Landscape characteristics identified
for the North Bridge Unit are spatial organization, topography, vegetation, circulation, buildings and
structures, views and vistas, small-scale features, and archeological sites. Extant landscape features
associated with these characteristics date from the time of puritan settlement to recent landscape
changes associated with a NPS line-item construction project. These include features present at the
time of the battle (site topography, houses, and archeological sites); agricultural features (open fields,
wet meadows, fruit trees, roads, stone walls, houses, and barn foundations); and commemorative
landscape features (monuments, commemorative North Bridge, allée, stone walls, and iron fencing).
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Site Plan
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(primarily north of the Concord River) since 2004. See end of document for a larger version of

Existing conditions of the North Bridge Unit, 2004. Additional field clearing has occurred
the map. (Smith, 2004: 111)
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Property Level and CLI Numbers
Inventory Unit Name:
Property Level:

CLI Identification Number:
Parent Landscape:

Park Information
Park Name and Alpha Code:

Park Organization Code:

Park Administrative Unit:

CLI Hierarchy Description

North Bridge

Landscape

650045

650045

Minute Man National Historical Park -MIMA
1820

Minute Man National Historical Park

North Bridge is one of three cultural landscapes located in Minute Man National Historical Park. The

others include the Battle Road and the Wayside.
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Concurrence Status

Inventory Status: Complete

Concurrence Status:

Park Superintendent Concurrence: Yes

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 08/22/2006
National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- Keeper

Date of Concurrence Determination: 11/29/2002

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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SEP-12-2812 B81:48F FROM:MIMA NHP CRC 1 978 318 7848 TO:B16172235172

Cultural Landscapes Inventory
Condition Reassessment
2012

Minute Man MNational Historical Park
North Bridge

Minute Man National Historical Park concurs with the condition reassessment for North
Bridge, including:

CONDITION ASSESSMENT: Good

Good: indicates the inventory unit shows no clear evidence of major negative
disturbance and deterioration by natural and/or human forces. The inventory
unit's cultural and natural values are as well preserved as can be expected under
the given environmental conditions. No immediate corrective action is required
to maintain its current condition.

Fair: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of minor disturbances and
deterioration by natural and/or human forces, and some degree of corrective
action is needed within 3-5 years to prevent further harm to its cultural and/or
natural values. If left to continue without the appropriate corrective action, the
cumulative effect of the deterioration of many of the landscape characteristics will
cause the inventory unit to degrade to a poor condition.

Poor: indicates the inventory unit shows clear evidence of major disturbance and
rapid deterioration by natural and/or human forces. Immediate corrective action
is required to protect and preserve the remaining historical and natural values.

The condition reassessment for North Bridge at Minute Man National Historical Park is
hereby approved and accepted.

7./8.)2

te Man National Historical Park Date

Superintendent, Mi
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Condition reassessment form, September 18, 2012.

Revisions Impacting Change in Concurrence:
Change in Condition

Revision Date: 09/18/2012

Revision Narrative:

Condition reassessment completed as scheduled.

Geographic Information & Location Map

Inventory Unit Boundary Description:

The North Bridge Unit is located within the suburban town of Concord Massachusetts, eighteen miles
west of Boston. Historic and contemporary residences border the Unit to the northeast and east;
Lowell Road to the southwest, and secondary forest to the south.

The Unit includes 114.01 acres and consists of 15 tracts. The federal government owns ten tracts
(05-101, 05-103, 05-113, 05-120, 05-121, 05-122, 05-123, 05-124, 05-125, 05-126) totaling 86.45 acres,
which includes the Muster Field and the Buttrick estate landscape. The town of Concord owns three
parcels (05-130, 05-131, 05-112), which include the commemorative landscape and portions of
Monument and Liberty Streets. The State of Massachusetts owns the Concord River (05-138) and the
Trustees of Reservations own the Old Manse property (05-102). The National Park Service manages
the federal tracts, and under a cooperative agreement with the town of Concord maintains the

6.61-acre commemorative landscape and Monument Street parking lot owned by the town. The
Trustees of Reservations manage and maintain the Old Manse property.

The Unit includes flat terrain and hilltops rising 26 to 85 feet above the Concord River. Low, flat land
borders most of the Concord River, especially to the south. The flat terrain generally floods each
spring. The highest point is the summit of Poplar Hill, rising 205 feet above sea level. The steepest
slopes are located east of the Stedman Buttrick house (32%) and along the east side of Poplar Hill
(45%).
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State and County:
State: MA

County: Middlesex County

Size (Acres): 114.01

Boundary Coordinates:

Source:

Type of Point:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Source:

Type of Point:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Source:

Type of Point:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Source:

Type of Point:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Source:

Type of Point:
Latitude:
Longitude:

USGS Map 1:24,000

Point
-71.3465190680
42.4704517820

USGS Map 1:24,000

Point
-71.3429411966
42.4658422830

USGS Map 1:24,000

Point
-71.3549260625
42.4610939120

USGS Map 1:24,000

Point
-71.3587543405
42.4658779860

USGS Map 1:24,000

Point
-71.3548516033
42.4720818460
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Location Map:

The North Bridge Unit of Minute Man National Historical Park is located eighteen miles west of
Boston in Concord, Massachusetts.

Management Unit: North Bridge Unit
Tract Numbers: 05-101, 05-102, 05-103, 05-112

Management Information

General Management Information

Management Category: Must be Preserved and Maintained
Management Category Date: 09/01/1989

Management Category Explanatory Narrative:

Although not clearly defined as rehabilitation in the 1989 General Management Plan (GMP), the
actions and recommendations included in the GMP are consistent with NPS's current definition of
rehabilitation.
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