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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has responsibility for most 

of our nationally owned public lands and natural 
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our 

land and water resources, protecting our fish and 
wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural 

values of our national parks and historical places, and 
providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor 

recreation. The Department assesses our energy and 
mineral resources and works to assure that 

their development is in the best interests of all our 
people. The Department also has a major responsibility 

for American Indian reservation communities and for 
people who live in Island Territories under 
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Jefferson County, Ohio 

INTRODUCTION 

FRIENDSHIP PARK: A Case Study for Preplanning 
In Jefferson County, Ohio, some 40 miles west of Pitts­
burgh, Pennsylvania, and 150 miles east of Columbus, 
Ohio, lie the beginnings of a 1,100-acre, year-round rec­
reational complex in one of Ohio's most densely popu­
lated Appalachian counties. The Friendship Park 
complex is planned to be a source of economic growth 
and civic pride to the community in which it is located, 
as well as a major tourist attraction for the entire State. 

Today, the area only slightly resembles a recreation com­
plex because many acres still remain in the condition 
left by a working strip mine. It is difficult to imagine the 
strip-mined land will eventually become a four-season 
recreational park, but it will. Plans call for an 85-acre 
lake for fishing and boating, ski slopes, picnic areas, 
hiking trails, camping areas, a wildlife refuge and a 
fairground. In addition, part of the area will be used for 
a county airport and sewage treatment plant. 
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