


[
<
=3
2
=
£
-5
wv
<}
[}
9
2
[
2
Q
o
c
.S
g
o

“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else.” - John Muir

The Mississippi River Fund and the National Park Service are
powerful partners. Only by working together can we bring
many worthy park projects to fruition. At the fund, we rely

on many skills to champion our park—flexibility, expertise,
leverage, and publicity, to name a few. These are skills and
resources we are happy to share with the National Park Service
because we care so much about the Mississippi River. We all
rely on the park’s exemplary public programs, thoughtful insight
into riverfront development, and protection of our community’s
rich history. This year our relationship has been strengthened in
several meaningful ways.

Thanks to the generosity of the National Park Service, the
Mississippi River Fund has moved its offices to the park’s
headquarters in downtown St. Paul. We are also pleased to
announce that we have expanded the staff of the Mississippi
River Fund to include a Volunteer Program Coordinator. Our
goal is to support the National Park Service's *'Volunteers-
in-Parks” program and truly integrate their program with the
Mississippi River Fund's. We have already launched a new
series of events called “River Action Volunteer Events” (RAVEs)
that will match up river recreation with habitat restoration and
clean-ups.

More and more, our partnership is receiving national attention
as a stand out partnership for national parks. In August, our

park was the focus of a listening session on President Obama's
“America’s Great Outdoors” initiative. Our park has also been

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIP

selected to be part of the First Lady’s nationwide campaign
to end childhood obesity within a generation. “Let's Move
Outside” is incorporated into our Junior Ranger program to
make it easy for kids to get outdoors and be active.

Our partnership continues to flourish because of our generous
community. Thank you for all that you do to support our vision
for the Mississippi River. We hope you enjoy reading about

a few partnerships from the past year that we are especially
proud of. Please visit our web site at missriverfund.org to learn
more about our programs and to register for upcoming events.
And don't forget to sign up for our e-newsletter and stay in
touch!

Thank you for your support!

D

Beth Dooley
Co-Chair

Ellen Gra Katie Nyberg
Executive Director

Co-Chair

Katie Nyberg

Beth Doole and Ellen Grace



“Partnership skills

are a core competency.
Our employees must
be able to find and
welcome partners, to
reach common ground
and leverage each
other’s skills and
resources.”

— Jon Jarvis, National Park
Service Director

Every once in a while | get to boat and fish on one of my favorite
stretches of the river, just below the Ford Dam. One summer
evening in July, my friend Greg Lais and | were heading back in

on the boat and we saw so many people enjoying the river—
sitting around small campfires at Hidden Falls, playing the guitar,
and picnicking. Across the river, the bank was lined with people
skipping rocks, fishing, walking, wading; families and people with
their dogs, each enjoying their little escape from city life. | never get
tired of being on the river and having that experience. It reminds
me how important our work is, to protect and promote the river
and our park so that everyone can benefit.

With over 9 million visitors to the Mississippi National River and
Recreation area each year, there are boundless opportunities for
interpretation, public engagement, and service. | am proud to say
that we have continued to cultivate relationships with many great
organizations, particularly the Mississippi River Fund. Partnerships
like ours are fundamental to the success of park programs and our
efforts in protecting this special resource.

Perhaps no program exemplifies the power of collaboration more
than Urban Wilderness Canoe Adventures, a partnership between
the National Park Service, Wilderness Inquiry, and the Mississippi
River Fund. In its second year, we successfully paddled with more
than 7,000 kids on the river—many in a canoe for the first time.

This year we also focused on the development of our water quality
initiative. A new program, the Science Training and Research Skills
internship, allowed four undergraduate interns to perform their
own full-time research on the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers

this summer with the help of professional scientist mentors.

This collaborative program with the Mississippi River Fund and

the Science Museum of Minnesota has increased our scientific

knowledge of the river's ecosystem. This was also the first project
conducted cooperatively between our park and the St. Croix
National Scenic Riverway.

The St. Croix and Mississippi Rivers are connected both physically
and conceptually, as they share much in the way of natural
resources, recreational opportunities, and management issues and
challenges. This year, we entered into a sister park agreement in
order to better protect, preserve, and promote the parks and
their significant natural, cultural and recreational resources.

Our park has earned its spot at the table in shaping land use
decisions, water quality planning, and program work throughout
the 72-mile park region. | am pleased the Mississippi River Fund is
sitting beside us, and | look forward to another year in partnership.

Sincerely,

D NS5

Paul Labovitz

Superintendent
Mississippi National River & Recreation Area

Melissa Buss




DOWN TO THE RIVER !

One of our strategic goals is to get people to and on the river—to create more opportunities for people to experience the Mississippi River through park programs and recreation.
In support of this ongoing initiative, the Mississippi River Fund helped fund these projects that brought more people to our park in 2009-2010.

Mississippi River Companion A New Voyageur Canoe Fishing in Your National Park

It is easier than ever to explore the river thanks to the Getting more than 7,000 kids on the Mississippi River More than 650 people participated in the park’s
new Mississippi River Companion, a recreation guide each summer requires the paddling power of many canoes. new fishing program this year with the help of new
to our national park. The Mississippi River Fund helped To help get even more people on the river, the Mississippi equipment purchased by the Mississippi River Fund.
finance the publication, which includes 26 maps of the River Fund purchased a 24-foot cedar strip Voyageur canoe From winter ice fishing to the “Festival of Fish”
river from Dayton/Ramsey to Hastings, Minnesota. that will benefit the Urban Wilderness Canoe Adventures in July, there are opportunities year round to
Feature stories throughout the book tell of the area’s program and the national park. The canoe was built locally borrow free fishing gear, get out on the river with
history and provide information to help visitors plan their by NorthWest Canoe in Lowertown, St. Paul. a Park Ranger; and learn about the wide variety of
outings in the park. The guide directs users to water fish that live within the park corridor. A new

trails, boat landings, marinas, bicycle and pedestrian “When you watch those kids get in the partnership with Neighborhood House in St. Paul
trails, major landmarks, historical sites, parks, and natural boats down here and shove off, they are also gave Park Rangers the opportunity to work
areas along the river. The free guides are available at the riveted. They are paying attention.” with gang member intervention and outreach
Mississippi River Visitor Center, and a digital version is — Greg Lais, Executive Director of Wilderness Inquiry, through the fishing program.

available online at nps.gov/miss. and UWCA partner
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TAKING THE RIVER’S VITAL SIGNS

The Mississippi River Fund's Vital Signs initiative supports projects that focus on environmental change. Early detection of potential problems allows park managers to take steps to
restore the ecological health of the river before serious damage occurs. The following Vital Signs projects are currently being supported by the Mississippi River Fund.

STARS Program

The Mississippi River Fund was proud to support the work of two undergraduate
research interns this summer as a part of the Science Training and Research Skills
(STARS) internship program, a partnership between the St. Croix Watershed Research
Station, the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, and the Mississippi National River and
Recreation Area.

The STARS program benefits our park by increasing scientific knowledge of the river
ecosystems and awareness of parks as natural laboratories. This year, interns studied
sediment cores and created a seed inventory of plant species that have been buried
under river mud since the flooding at River Lake in the 1930s. Because buried seeds
remain viable for decades, the inventory collected by the interns should predict the
types of plants that will grow when the river is lowered. These seeds may be an
important factor in repopulating native plant species that were lost or reduced after
the flooding following the construction of the Twin Cities' lock and dam system.

Migratory Bird Survey “Every day in the plane is

Millions of migratory birds use the Mississippi an adventure...when you “l really enjoyed being
River as a flyway each fall on their trips to are just a few hundred able to be involved with
warmer waters in the south. Now in its feet above canvasback an actual, significant
second year, a Natione}I Park Service—lgd ducks and they all take research project as an
vsurvey.mv( bird po'pulatlon§ along the river off and spread out below undergraduate. The

is prov@ng new mfor'"matlon about total the plane...it’s a sight few opportunity to meet and
population sizes, habitat, and the waterfowl's people ever get to witness work with professionals

response to management actions. Because
of the scope and timing of the study, it may
also provide valuable information about the
effects of the gulf oil spill on migratory birds.

and ’m honored to see it.”

— Sharon Stiteler, lead National Park
Ranger on aerial bird survey

in my field was also quite
exciting.”
— 2010 STARS Intern




URBAN WILDERNESS CANOE ADVENTURES

Many thanks to the following individuals

who made gifts in support of the UWCA
July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010

“We’re attempting to close the achievement gap
by going outside of the box. We think that getting
kids active and engaged through outdoor activities
will spark an interest that wasn’t there before.”

— Mary Barrie, Director of Alternative
Learning for Minneapolis Public Schools

Through experiential canoe trips and innovative classroom curricula,

Urban Wilderness Canoe Adventures (UWCA) introduces Twin Cities youth
to the world-class educational, recreational, and natural resource right in their
backyard—the Mississippi River.

The UWCA was created in 2008 through a unique partnership between the
Mississippi River Fund, the National Park Service, and Wilderness Inquiry. In its
second year in 2010, more than 7,000 people participated in UWCA trips and
we anticipate reaching our ultimate goal of 10,000 kids by 2011.

“Supporters raised money
to put 10,000 school kids

in nature, in canoes on the
river, to take them away
from the 53 hours a week
they spend in front of a
monitor or screen and get
them outdoors. This, my
friends, isn’t a field trip.
It’s giving Mother Nature a
chance to nurture her young.”

— Don Shelby, Mississippi River
Fund Trustee
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Darren Acheson &
Carol Peterson

David Allgeyer &
Melinda Look

Jane Andrews
Marcia Appel

Martha Brand & Jerry
Rosen

Paul Brown

Thomas & Sally Burke
Cecelia Butler

Gerald Caruso

Julie Corty

Sage & John Cowles
Stewart & Lesley Crosby
Tricia Davidson

Edward & Sherry Ann
Dayton

Mae & Toby Dayton
Mary Lee Dayton
Greg & Elizabeth Dehn
Beth & Kevin Dooley

William Driscoll & Lisa
Hoffman

Harry & Sari Engel
Catherine Finch
Barbara Forster
John Fullerton
Marna Fullerton

Jon & Christine
Galloway

James & Joan Gardner
Wilma Gitchel

Philip Goldman

Peter & Mary Gove
Ellen Dayton Grace

Hunt Green & Jane
Piccard *

Mike Hahm

Elinor Hands

Bruce & Brighid Hansen
Mary Harrington & Jesse
Okie

Lucy Hartwell

Anne & Peter Heegaard
Peter Hinke

Michael Hoffman
Nancy Homans

Peggy Ingison

Kate Jaycox & Michael
Hatting

Alex Johnston *

Betsy Johnston *

David & Julie Jones

John & Lynda Kern
Marilyn Kingman
Luanne Koskinen

Linda Krach

Kurt & Julie Krumenauer
Carol & Don Kuster

John Lavander & Nancy
Owen *

Margaret Lynch

Charles & Rebecca Lyon
Larry Hampel & Mary
Kopet

Jason & Stephanie Matz

Bill & Martha
McLaughlin

Thomas Meyer &
Martha Meyer-VonBlon
Eric Michael & Josh
Hillger

Walter & Joan Mondale
John Murphy

Robin Bean Nelson

Kate & Stuart Nielsen
Diane Sims Page *
Mary Plant

Sally Polk

Paul Reyelts

Jim Roe

Amos Rosenbloom &
Marcia McDonald *

Rose Mary Satack
John & Dorothy Scanlan
Scott & Kate Schaefers
Jeffrey & Lea Scherer
Melissa & Jim Schifman
Tom & Patty Sexton
Don Shelby

Anne Simonson

Nan & Gerry Snyder *
Edson Spencer, Jr.

Noa Staryk

Jeanne & Steven
Tanamachi

Nancy & Bruce
Thomson

Laura Tiffany & Ned
Foster

Tom Nelson & Martha
Dayton

Marcia Townley
Mary Vaughan
Lois Whitehorn
Penny Winton

* Gifts made to
Wilderness Inquiry in
support of the UWCA



CONTRIBUTORS JULY 1, 2009 — JUNE 30, 2010

Contributions
of $20,000
and above

Anonymous

F. R. Bigelow Foundation

The Patrick and Aimee Butler
Family Foundation

Mary Lee Dayton

Contributions
of $5,000
to $19,999

Anonymous
Ecolab Foundation
General Mills Foundation

Anne Larsen Simonson/
Larsen Fund

Kate and Stuart Nielsen
Medtronic Foundation
REI

Xcel Energy Foundation

Contributions
of $1,000
to $4,999

H. Brewster and Martha
Atwater

Julie Corty in memory of
David Foster

Sage and John Cowles
Beth and Kevin Dooley
John and Kirsten Driscoll
Barbara Forster

David Hartwell and Elizabeth
DeBaut

Lucy Hartwell

Okabena Advisors
Penny Winton

Contributions
of $500 to $999

Cecelia Butler
Tricia and Jim Davidson Family

Edward and Sherry Ann
Dayton

Greg and Elizabeth Dehn

William L. Driscoll and Lisa
Hoffman In honor of John and
Kirsten Driscoll

Jim France

Anne and Peter Heegaard
Ed and Libby Hlavka
Jason and Stephanie Matz

Thomas Meyer and Martha
Meyer-VonBlon

Tom Nelson and Martha
Dayton

Richard and Suzanne Pepin
Jeffrey and Lea Scherer
Melissa and Jim Schifman
Richard Solum

Edson Spencer Jr.

Noa Staryk In honor of Kate
Hartfiel

Laura Tiffany and Ned Foster
In- memory of David Foster

Mary Vaughan
Joanne Von Blon

Contributions
of $250 to $499

3M Matching Gift Fund

Stephanie Anderson In honor
of Josh Hillger and Eric Michael

Marcia Appel

Gerald Caruso

Mae and Toby Dayton
Catherine Finch

Jon and Christine Galloway
Michael Hoffman

Eric Michael and Josh Hillger
Robin Bean Nelson

Sally Polk

Jim Roe

Tom and Patty Sexton
Nancy and Bruce Thomson
Marcia Townley

Contributions
of $100 to $249

Darren Acheson and Carol
Peterson

David A. Allgeyer and
Melinda A. Look

Jane Andrews
Susan Boren

Martha Brand and Jerry
Rosen

Paul Brown

Thomas and Sally Burke
Ann Calvert

Leslie Cook

John and Page Cowles
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Andrew Dahlen

W. John Driscoll

Nancy Feldman

John Fullerton

Marna Fullerton

James and Joan Gardner
Wilma Gitchel

Philip Goldman

Peter and Mary Gove
Bert and Susan Gross
Mike Hahm

Elinor Hands

Bruce and Brighid Hansen
Peter Hinke

Nancy Homans

John and Lynda Kern
Marilyn Kingman

Sally and Anders Knutzen
Kurt and Julie Krumenauer
Carol and Don Kuster

Lora Landers

Charles and Rebecca Lyon
Paul Markwardt

Bill and Martha McLaughlin
Phyllis Moen and Dick Shore
Walter and Joan Mondale
John Murphy

Charles and Barbara Nelson
Katie and Jeff Nyberg
Corwin and Doris Peterson
Mary Plant

Paul Reyelts

John and Dorothy Scanlan
Scott and Kate Schaefers

Lawrence and Mary
Schwanke

Steve Simon
Stephanie Van D’Elden
Bill and Judy Walter

Contributions
up to $99

Ronald Abrahamson
Gary Anderson

John and Judy Avoles
Malcolm Bastron
Donald Bell

Bonita Benson
Joseph Berzak, Jr.
Ruth Chrissinger

Sheril Doughman
Harry and Sari Engel |
Susan Flynn

Susan Russell Freeman
Kristin Garwick

Larry Hampel and Mary
Kopet

Mary Harrington and Jesse
Okie

Keith and Beth Heaton
Peggy Ingison

Kate Jaycox and Michael
Hatting

David and Julie Jones

Marilyn Jones

Jerry and Judy Klemm

Leon Knight

Luanne Koskinen

Linda Krach

Vernese Lathrop

Eva Launer

Dorothy Lipschultz

Margaret Lynch

Mary Maule

Sarah and Jeff Milligan-Toffler
James Redfield

Chad and Gwen Rollofson
Rose Mary Satack

Susan Sherman

Joseph Sixta

Gaius and Ann Perry Slosser
Dave and Carol Suggs
Jeanne and Steven Tanamachi
Marilyn Thompson

Darrell and Nancy
Thorstenson

Beth Van Hoever
Helen Waldron
Claralouise Wheeler
Lois Whitehorn

Jean and John Wolf
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FINANCIALS

MISSISSIPPI RIVER FUND

Expenses Revenue
Administration and Business Expenses $35,166 Endowment Distribution $90,410
Grants and Program Services $330,584 Individual Gifts $89,560
Fundraising $30,368  Foundation and Corporate Grants $65,805
TOTAL $396,118 Other "
Temporary Restricted Funds Released  $149,551*
TOTAL $400,018
Admini . d *$151,951 raised in the previous year was available for
N pseasion;an 2009-10 operations. $29,676 raised in 2009-10 is available
Fundraising Business Expenses 2010-1] . J ectod h
8% 9% for -11 operations and not reflected here.

Other
1%

Temporary
Restricted Funds
Released

38%

Foundation
and Corporate
Grants

16%

Grants and Program Services
83%

Endowment

Individual Distribution
Gifts 23%
22%

photos’caurtesyof the!National Park-Service;unless otherwise nbtgd.l_'

Board of Trustees
Beth Dooley, Co-Chair
Ellen Dayton Grace, Co-Chair

Robert H. Bruininks
President, University of Minnesota

Ceci Butler
President, Artists to Watch

Chris Coleman
Mayor, City of St. Paul

Tricia Davidson, Vice Chair
Principal & Managing Partner,
Duffy & Partners

Mary Lee Dayton

Emeritus Trustee

John B. Driscoll

Owner, Manitou Free Traders

David Hartwell
President, Bellcomb Technologies

Eric Jolly

President, Science Museum of Minnesota

Marilyn Kingman

'nH.prg S TWWW.

Keith Malbrue
Senior Vice President, Affinity Plus Federal
Credit Union

Tom Meyer
Principal, Meyer, Scherer & Rockcastle, Itd.

Doug Moore
Vice President, Advertising & Branding,
General Mills

R.T. Rybak

Mayor, City of Minneapolis

Don Shelby

Steve Simon

Attorney, Robins, Kaplan, Miller &

Ciresi, LLP
Member, MN House of Representatives

Anne Simonson
Emeritus Trustee

Staff

Katie Nyberg
Executive Director

Rebecca Newhouse
Annual Giving & Events Coordinator

Anna Waugh

MN55101%  ~ 0
.missriverfund.
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