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PURPOSE 

To preserve the site and evidence of the Battle of 
Moores Creek, February 27, 1776-the first decisive 
victory of the American Revolution-and to 
emphasize its far-reaching influences in the War of 
Independence. 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY-Moores Creek 
National Military Park will be administered by the 
National Park Service as a Historical Area. 

OBJECTIVES 

Provide Greater Security for the Resource and its 
Visitors-Acquire additional lands in order to fully 
protect historic resources, provide a necessary buffer 
from existing or potential environmental intrusions, 
and secure a safe entrance for visitors to the park. 

Recreate the Historic Scene-On lands involved in and 
adjacent to the site of _th·e battle, manage the 
vegetation and restore the historic feature so as to 
recreate a scene as near as possible to its 1776 
appearance. 

Simulate Natural Conditions-To establish a receptive 
mood for visitors and to provide greater protection 
for the historic resources, those existing structures, 
utility lines, roads, and parking lots incompatible 
with the plan for the enlarged park will be removed 
and the area will be restored to simulate its natural 
appearance. 

Improve Park Interior Circulation-Provide a trail 
from the visitor center that will allow more orderly 
and dramatic presentation of the battle story. 

Cooperate with Others-Work closely with the 
following authorities and organizations to accomplish 
the goals of the park: State of North Carolina, 
relocation of North Carolina 210 and acquisition of 
lands; U. S. Coast Guard, reconstruction of the 
historic bridge across Moores Creek; area tourist 
promotion groups, so that regional visitors are made 
aware of the National Military Park; Moores Creek 
Battleground Association, general assistance with the 
entire park program. 

Commemorate Bicentennial-Every effort will be 
made to complete the development of Moores Creek 
National Military Park prior to the 200th anniversary 
of the battle as a National Park Service contribution 
to the bicentennial celebration of the American 
Revolution. 



SUMMARY 

Interest in observing the anniversary of the Battle of 
Moores Creek dates from the mid-19th Century. In 
1897, the North Carolina Legislature appropriated 
funds to acquire land at the historic site. During the 
early years, funds were provided by North Carolina so 
that the area could be operated by the Moores Creek 
Battleground Association. Monuments were erected, 
weather shelters were provided, and the park was 
well-maintained. Annual anniversary celebrations 
were very popular, drawing crowds of up to 5000 
people. 

In 1926, the Congress of the United States authorized 
the establishment of Moores Creek National Military 
Park to be administered by the War Department. 
North Carolina then transferred the lands to the 
Federal government. In 1933 the park was transferred 
to the Department of the Interior to be operated by 
the National Park Service. 

For two decades the National Park Service did little 
to develop permanent facilities at Moores Creek, 
primarily because park lands were periodically 
submerged by flood waters. However, this problem 
was overcome in 1951 when North Carolina 
purchased an additional 12.23 acres of land and 
donated it to the park. This allowed enough high 
ground for the Mission 66 construction of the visitor 
center-utility building, roads, and trails. These 
facilities, along with the newly built Patriots Hall (a 
picnic shelter containing a meeting room and 
restroom), have provided for the appreciation, 
understanding and enjoyment of the park by 
thousands of visitors annually. 

In order to provide for continued effective use in 
view of changing conditions, including the 1976 
bicentennial celebration, this plan envisions the 
following major improvements: 

1. Relocation of North Carolina Highway 210 to 
improve the quality of a park visit and provide 
a safer approach free of commercialization. 

2. Acquisition of additional lands on the east, 
west, and north to provide audio and visual 
buffers and permit the interpretation and 
protection of historic lands not presently 
within the boundaries. 

3. Activation of the 1967 interpretive prospectus. 

4. Removal of certain intrusions and unnecessary 
facilities, such as aerial power lines and the 
short park drive to the earthworks with its 
parking areas. This will allow for recreating the 
historic scene in the vicinity of the creek. 

5. An effective publicity and public relations 
program so that the park may receive a greater 
use by visitors to and residents of the region. 

6. At that time when local support can be secured 
for such action, the name of the area will be 
changed to ''Moores Creek National 
Battlefield." 
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RESOURCE DESCRIPTION 

HISTORY 
On February 27, 1776, a .great blow for freedom was 
struck at Moores Creek Bridge in North Carolina, 

when a group of patriots defeated a loyalist army in 
one of the opening engagements of the American 
Revolution. 

From a military standpoint, the battle was minor, but 
its implications were far-reaching. Not only in North 
Carolina, but also in her sister colonies, the spirit of 
the loyalists was dealt a staggering blow. A rendezvous 
between loyalist and British regulars was prevented, 
thus ending a threat of a Carolina conquest in 1776. 
Since the royal Governor could not be restored to 
power, North Carol in ians were encouraged to establish 
their own government, and in the Continental Con
gress the North Carolina delegation joined other 
delegations in voting for independence. 

In the early 1770's, North Carolina sentiment on the 
subject of independence was fairly evenly divided. 
Back country settlers in 1771 openly defied royal 
authority, but they were successfu I ly quelled by 
Governor William Tryon at the Battle of Alamance. By 
1775, North Carolinians had generally split into two 
factions: patriots, who were willing to fight England 
for independence; and loyalists, who were either 
strongly in favor of British rule or those who did not 
feel that war was a way to redress grievances. 

News of the fighting at Lexington and Concord in 
April, 1775, gave encouragement to the North Caro
lina patriots. When Governor Josiah Martin learned of 
patriot military preparations he fled the palace at New 
Bern and by July was on board a British warship off 
the North Carolina shore. 

From his exile, Governor Martin organized a plan to 
recapture the colony. He hoped to raise a loyalist 
army of 10,000, many of which would be back
country Highland Scots. The army would then march 
to the coast and join a British expeditionary force led 

by Lord Cornwallis, Sir Henry Clinton and Sir Peter 
Parker. Together they would be able to re-establish 
royal authority in the Carolinas. 

3 

Governor Martin ·appointed Donald MacDonald, a 

brigadier general, and Donald Mcleod, a lieutenant 

colonel, directing them to enlist men. They were em

powered to offer land grants and tax exemptions as 
an inducement to joining the royal cause. A force of 

some 1,600, nearly half of them Highlands, were 

gathered at Cross Creek (Fayetteville) by February 15, 
1776. 

Meanwhile, the patriots had not been idle. With 
Governor Martin out of the colony they established a 
provisional government and began mobilizing their 
forces. When they learned of the loyalist gathering 
they prepared to prevent the rendezvous. Colonel 
James Moore was the patriot's senior officer. 

On February 20, MacDonald began his march toward 
the coast; however, he found his way barred by Moore 
at Rockfish Creek. Instead of bringing on a fight the 
loyalists turned eastward and crossed the Cape Fear 
River. With Moore outmaneuvered, another patriot 
leader, Colonel Richard Caswell with 800 men rushed 
to take possession of the bridge on Widow Moores' 

Creek, a crossing the loyalists must make in order to 
reach Wilmington. Moore sent 200 men with Colonel 
Alexander Lillington to reinforce Caswell and with 
his own force followed the enemy in hope of attacking 
his rear. 

Lillington arrived at Moores Creek Bridge on the 25th 
and erected an earthwork on a slight rise overlooking 
the bridge and its approaches. The creek at this point 

is a dark, sluggish stream about 50 feet wide and 5 feet 

deep. A simple wooden bridge provided passage across 
the creek, but much of the terrain adjacent to the 
crossing was swampy. 

With Caswell 's arrival on the 25th the patriot strength 
climbed to 1,000 men. Instead of joining Lillington, 
Caswell crossed the creek to the western bank and 

prepared a position there. 
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When the loyalists neared the creek and learned of the 
presence of the patriots, they had to decide whether 
to march in another direction or to fight. After a 
lengthy debate, the younger leaders prevailed and the 
decision was to fight. MacDonald was ill, so Mcleod 
commanded the attack. Captain John Campbell with 
75 picked broadswordsmen was to lead the charge 
into Caswell's camp. However, a reconnaissance 
warned Caswell of his vulnerable position so he 
withdrew across the creek to the position of lilling
ton's earthwork. Artillery was posted and, as an extra 
precaution, the bridge planking was removed and the 
girders smeared with grease. 

5 

An hour before dawn on February 27, the loyalists 
struck Caswell's deserted camp and found only low
burning campfires. Mcleod quickly regrouped his men 
and when musket fire was heard near the bridge, they 
charged with the rallying cry, "King George and Broad 
Swords." Though it was not daylight, they rushed the 
partly-demolished bridge with claymores drawn and 
bagpipes skirling. As the advance party struggled 
across the bridge, they were met with a hail of 
musketry and artillery fire. Nearly all of the attackers 
were cut down, many falling into the water. The 
patriots counter-attacked with vigor, producing a 
loyalist rout. The battle lasted only three minutes, 
with the patriots losing but one man. 

February 
25 

1776 

------ ------F;bruary ------- February 
------- 27 ,-

: 
I 
: 
i TO 

TROOP STRENGTH 

PATRIOT 
LILLINGTON 200 
CASWELL eoc 

LOYALISTS 
MAC DONALD 1600 

EXISTING BOUNDARY 
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT - -100' 300' 

TO 

600' 

26 
1776 ,--

' i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1776 

TO 

------~ 
BATTLE 

324-20,000-AUGUST, 1968 



6 

In the days following, the patriots took prisoner most 

of the loyalist force, the others escaped and returned 

to their homes 

At Moores Creek, the shouts of fighting men, the 
sounds of the bagpipes, the smell of gunpowder, and 
even the bridge are gone Remaining 1s only the site 
itself with its murky stream and swampy banks. The 
patriots earthworks have been located and outlined, a 
portion of the old trace 1s sttll iNident, and a pleasant 
environment that must be similar to its 1776 appear· 
ance surrounds the area. Six stone commemorative 
monuments tell of the deeds of individuals and 
organizations during the battle. In more recent years, 
the National Park Service has added a v1s1tor center 
and several field 1nterprettve devices to provide for a 
better understanding of the Moores Creek story. 

Site of the hlstor ca brtd over Moores Creak. The view LS 

toward the east ban 

Loo ng west.wrd from the Patriot breanworks toward the 
historica trace and Moores Creel!. . 
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NATURAL CONDITIONS 
Even though Moores Creek is a small area, its 
topography can be divided ·nt<> four separate cate
gories. The swamp and bog areas apparently contain 
native vegetation and with proper management will 
simulate a 1776 appearance. 

Swamp-located adjacent to the creek at an elevation 
of 3- to 4-feet above sea level. Cypress, willow, and 
water ash decorated with Spanish moss are the 
dominant trees. 

Bog- This area varies from wet to damp and generally 
lies at 4- to 8-feet elevation. Besides the Venus flytrap 
and pitcherplant, the bog area supports gum, bay and 
ash trees, plus a variety of shrubs. 

Savannah-Largely created from a drained swamp, it 
contains mostly grasses that are kept mowed. 

looking west from the visitor center, across a savannah 
toward the battleground. 

7 

Sandhill-Ranging in elevation from 5 to 30 feet, its 
vegetation includes loblolly pine, oak, hickory, and 
various shrubs. Unusual plants include bear grass and 

prickly pear cactus. 

Larger mammals such as deer, bear, wildcats and fox 
are seen on rare occasions. The grey squirrel 1s an 
active park resident while raccoon and opossum are 
frequent visitors. The bonomlands si.;pport an active 
insect population, drawing a considerable number of 
birds. It is not uncommon to see as many as five dif
ferent species of woodpeckers in one small area in a 
few minutes time. Small birds such as wrens and 
warblers are plentiful, while crows and jays remain 
the most noticeable. Hawks and vultures are seen and 
owls are frequently heard The creek contains bass, 
brim, perch catfish and garfish, ir. addition to attract
ing ducks and herons. Other than the harmless species 
of reptiles. the poisonous rattlesnake, copperhead 
and cottonmouth are seen occasionally. The black 
widow spi~er becomes a hazard in bu1ld1ng storage 
spaces. 



PLAN 

CIRCULATION 
The present alignment of North Carolina 210 through 
the park has proven to be a safety hazard for pedes
trians within the park and vehicles entering and leaving 
the park facilities. The intrusion of visual and noise 
interference has hampered effective interpretation. 
Also, the State Highway Department had planned to 
reconstruct the bridge across Moores Creek, raising its 
level some 8.5 feet, which would have created an 
intolerable visual intrusion on the historic scene and 
intensified the existing problems. 

To resolve this situation, the State Highway Depart
ment has agreed to build a bypass around the park to 
the east and south (see letters, Appendix B). 

Entrance 
The visitor travelling to the park over the new road 
will enter a deceleration lane and then make a safe 
turn onto the park entrance road, which terminates at 
the visitor center parking area. 

With the realignment of N.C. 210 and a new entrance 
road, the present western entrance will be abandoned 
and the bridge across Moores Creek will be demolished. 
At this time the highway fill can be placed in the 
artificial creek bed which the bridge now crosses and 
the area restored to its original appearance. Likewise, 
the present eastern entrance can be eliminated. 

Interior 
That portion of old N.C. 210 between the visitor 

center and the picnic area and Patriots Hall. The 
Patriots Hall parking area will be redesigned for con
venient turning. The existing post and rail fence along 
N.C. 210 can be reshaped to mark the parking area 
limits. No expansion of the picnic area is expected to 
be necessary except possibly the adding of a few tables. 

The paved road from the visitor center to the earth
works and the two parking areas along it will be 
removed due to its encroachment on the historical 
scene and the relatively short walk does not require 
these facilities. Removal of these parking spaces may 
eventuaiiy necessitate an expansion of the parking area 
at the visitor center. 

LAND ACQUISITION 
In 1944, the Congress of the United States authorized 
the Secretary of the Interior to accept property by 
donation for Moores Creek National Military Park, not 
to exceed 100 acres. Under this authorization 12.23 
acres were added to the park in 1953, leaving 87.77 
acres available for acceptance by donation. It is 
recommended that a minimum of approximately 35 
acres be acquired in fee and added to the park, located 
as follows: 

East of the Park 
Approximately 21 acres will be added to provide for 
an audio and visual buffer from through traffic. The 
State Highway Department will be given a right-of-way 
to relocate N.C. 210 through this tract thus providing 
for roadside and traffic control as visitors approach 
the park entrance. Also, there wou Id be available space 
for future expansion of parking and maintenance 
facilities should the need ever arise. 

This area is now farm and fallow land; it contains 
several residences and outbuildings and a tiny country 
store. There is one tobacco allotment. Until required 
for development, this land cou Id continue in agricul
ture through lease-back or special-use perm it. 

West of the Park 
A minimum of 12 acres will be purchased for interpre
tation and preservation of the historic resources and to 
provide a visual b?rrier against possible future devel
opments outside the park. Historic resources preserved 
include a portion of the historic trace leading from the 
bridge site and the site of Caswell's camp. 

This is all woodland, some swampy, and west of the 
historical bridge site is a small concrete block "fishing 
camp" and artesian well. 
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North of the Park 
Patriots Hal was erected only 60 feet from the park 
boundary, leaving 1t with little protection against 
visual encroachment from adjacent property. Enough 
land (about 2 acres) will be added to allow for a 
150.foot vegetative shield from the adjoining property. 
This strip is extended to the creek in order to pro· 
tect against fish camp or similar incompatible devel· 
opment in this v1cin1ty. 

This area was an open field years ago. It now supports 
a dense growth of trees and shrubs. 

Present Land Use 
All lands presently within the park were purchased by 
North Carolina and donated to the Federal Govern· 
ment. However. 1n 1967 when the State was ap 
proached concerning purchase of land west of the 
creek t expressed a greater 1mmed1ate commitment 
for State parks. If their 1s no other source tor dona 
t1on the Service will need to seek legislation to allow 
the Federal Government to purchase the land. When 
the legislation is wrmen, an approx 1mate acreage 
should be given so as to allow for possible severance 
problems. An early target date for the purchase should 
be established since the State Highway Department 
indicates that the present N.C. 210 bridge across 
Moores Creek could be un~fe after 5 to 7 years. Park 
development should be concurrent with highway 
improvements and both should be completed prior to 
the bicentennial of the battle in 1976. 

TOP TO BOTTOM 
State highway 210, ne.- the par 's eastern boundary, 

General charectertstlcs of the unimpro11ed land which will be 
acquired east of the park. 

An auto repa r shed on land prol>OSCld for .cqu1si11on east of 
the v1S1tor centllf. 

A private cabin on land 1ust wtst of the bridge s11a. 

.,_ FOLDOUT 
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INTERPRETATION 
Interpretive Theme 
While the Battle of Moores Creek provides a dramatic 
high point of the interpretive story, the causes for, 
and the long-term results of the engagement are of 
primary significance. 

The park interpretive theme is then threefold: ( 1) 
the complex clash of 'loyalties and cultural back
grounds that created factions so strong they were 
willing to defend their convictions with military 
action; (2) the military campaign and troop move
ments that led to and included the battle at Moores 
Creek Bridge, a brief but decisive victory for Patriot 
arms; and (3) the results of the action, including the 
immediate thwarting of the British Carolinas campaign, 
and the creation of an important link in the chain of 
events that would end in victory for the cause of 
American independence. 

Interpretive Method 
The cause and results of the battle will be presented 
in the park visitor center, and the battle· itself will 
receive attention in the field on the actual site. 

Visitor Center 
Museum exhibits are arranged in an orderly sequence 
and designed to provide background and effects of 
the battle. Since visitors to Moores Creek do not 
usually arrive in large numbers and they are not pressed 
for time, this exhibit technique is acceptable. Certain 
modifications to make the exhibit series more effective 
are advanced in a current and approved interpretive 
prospectus. 

There is a great need for a good sales publication, such 
as a historical handbook and/or a source book, for 
those who wish more detailed material on the subject. 
When the park minifolder is completed, the present 
free folder will become a low-cost sales item. The 
minifolder should be designed to help solve the area's 
publicity problems and provide easy directions to the 
park, which is located off the beaten path. 

10 

Field Interpretation 
With the exception of personal services provided for 
groups, the battlefield tour will be self-guiding. This 
tour will be developed on a new trail, which will pre
sent the story in a more logical and meaningful order. 
A complete tour will be 2500 feet in length and free 
of the present intrusion of automobiles and roads. All 
conflicting roads and trails will be eliminated. 

The interpretive trail will leave the visitor center 
viewing terrace and intersect the historic road in· the 
vicinity of the State Road Monument. Between these 
two points, the trail will be crossing a mowed lawn but 
a barrier of native vegetation should be allowed to 
shield the trail from the picnic area and its access road. 

From the State Road Monument, one will walk 
through the Patriot earthworks remains to the bridge 
site. The area adjacent to the road and outside the 
earthworks will be allowed to reforest. This will help 
create a receptive mood, as well as give the visitor 
somewhat of an idea of the area's 1776 appearance. 
Along the trail, a variety of interpretive media will 
be used to build the battle story to its climax at the 

restored bridge. From a viewing station within sight 

of the bridge, a stereo-audio program as outlined in the 
interpretive prospectus will reenact the battle. 

Since Moores Creek is a navigable stream it would be 
necessary to secure a permit from the U. S. Coast 
Guard in order to restore the historic bridge (see 
Appendix B). 

When the visitor returns to the Patriot earthworks, he 
may continue his tour by following the trail passing 
the relocated Loyalist monument, the James Moore, 
and Mary Slocumb monuments and on to the visitor 
center. 
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Patriots Hall 
This structure is primarily a picnic shelter suited for 
use all year. It also contains restrooms and a small 
meeting room where patriotic meetings are held 
occasionally. This room could also be used for movie 
programs for school groups which could augment the 
interpretation of the battle and the Revolutionary 
War or relate to environmental education. 

Historic Bridge 
Fishermen in rowboats powered by outboard motors 
occasionally use Moores Creek adjacent to the park. 
Being a navigable stream, its bed is owned by the 
State. Moores Creek, at the historic bridge site, has 
a tidal fluctuation of 2- to 2'h-feet. Before the historic 
bridge can be restored, application for a permit must 
be made to the U.S. Coast Guard. The procedure for 
obtaining a permit is outlined in a letter from the 
U. S. Coast Guard's Fifth District Officer in Ports
mouth, Virginia. (See Appendix B). When the Service 
decides to proceed, it should discuss the project 
informally with the U. S. Coast Guard to avoid 
possible embarrassment to either agency if a permit 
could not be issued as requested in the formal 
application. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
Since the park is in an area where main transient 
transportation routes do not exist, visitation to the 
park originates from the local population or those 
people spending a vacation within 25 miles of the 
park. This fact and the remoteness of the park in 
relation to a seashore recreation populus makes it 
obvious that a strong public relations program must 
be developed. This should be oriented primarily to 
the Wilmington and beach resort areas. This would 
involve the presentation of talks to adu It and school 
groups and the distribution of minifolders through 

the Chamber of Commerce, motels and at other sites 

which attract visitors. ·Assistance of the Moores 

Creek Battlefield Association should be sought in 
this endeavor so as to supplement the efforts of the 
park staff in developing a public awareness of the 
park's existence and significance. This is not to be a 
mass-advertising campaign to draw thousands of 
uninterested spectators. It should be aimed towards 
informing the public that a historically unique area 
exists within 25 miles of their temporary or permanent 
residence . 

.,_FOLDOUT 
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Fire lanes shall be cut and maintained around any new 
boundaries. These will be of the same caliber as those 
presently maintained around the existing property 
lines and the old fire lanes should be allowed to 
revegetate in woodlands. 

Erosion 
Erosion of the trails due to flooding will be controlled 
as it is presently through the use of soil cement in the 
gravel surface of the trails. 

The Aerial Power Lines 
The aerial power lines that parallel N. C. 210 through 
the park are presently a visual intrusion and perhaps 
will be worse when tlie highway is eliminated. The 
lines should be removed, and since the special use 
permit to the Four County Electric Membership 
Corporation expires in March 1970, this may be the 
best time to deal with the problem. 

Carrying Capacity 
Ideally all visitors to Moores Creek National Military 
Park would begin their visit to the area at the visitor 
center. This being the case the visitor center becomes 
the limiting facility in figuring the carrying capacity 
of the historical portion of the park. The visitor 
center can comfortably accommodate approximately 
50visitorsatonetime. If their stay is 20 minutes, then 
the building will easily carry 150 persons per hour. 
The visitor center can physically handle a larger 
number than 150 per hour; however, if this occurs 
there will be crowding in the museum and the quality 
of the experience will decrease. 

The picnic area with 20 tables will accommodate 80 
persons at a single time. Rarely would there be this 
many people using these facilities, but if future de
mands become greater, there is sufficient space to 
provide additional tables. 
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Road Resurfacing 
Road resurfacing when necessary will be asphalt with 
a washed pea gravel rolled into the finished surface 
so as to create a less obtrusive appearance. 

Vegetative Treatment 
Jn order to develop a logical and meaningful experience 
for the visitor, careful attention will be given to the 
treatment of park vegetation. 

To the east of the relocated Route 210, the fields will 
be allowed to reforest so as to provide a dense visual 
barrier. To the south of the proposed entrance road, 
an open field, with a few specimen trees on its peri
phery, shall be maintained. This will enable the 
visitor to orient himself in his approach to the visitor 
center. This field will be mowed once during the year 
so as to maintain a hayfield appearance. The north 
side of this road will be allowed to revegetate naturally 
in order to direct the view towards the visitor center. 

The present open space, as viewed from the terrace 
of the visitor center, will be maintained through 
pruning of the trees and routine mowing. To eliminate 
vehicular distraction, a dense buffer will be allowed 
to revegetate between the trail and the road to the 
picnic area. In order to create a logical transition 
between the manicured open space and the historic 
scene, the wooded area between the earthworks and 
the mowed area to the east will be allowed to develop 
an understory. Periodically this will be cut selectively 
to avoid a jungle appearance but it sh al I not be mowed. 
The visitor should not be able to see the visitor center 
from the earthworks. The area within the earthworks 
and the field of fire to the bridge shall be maintained, 
as near as it can be determined, to its appearance 
in 1776. 

As the visitor leaves the earthworks, he will experience 
the same vegetative transition in that the trail will be 
enclosed by a tree canopy between the earthworks 
and the open space. The remainder of the park shall 
be allowed to revegetate naturally. The tree lines, as 
indicated on the development plan, will be used as a 
guide for mow!ines. 

Land Classification 
The historic lands, those where the battle took place 
and where the troops maneuvered, have been de
signated Class VI. It is in this zone that everything 
possible will be done to recreate the 1776 appearance 
in accordance with the interpretive prospectus. 

The Class 111 zone perpetuates or re-establishes natural 
conditions to provide a setting or atmosphere in 
keeping with the 1776 conditions. In some places, 
Class 11 I serves as a screen or insulation from external 
influences; it will include woodland, swamp and 
savannah, as appropriate. 

Jn the Class 11 zone are all areas developed for visitor 
accommodation with sufficient space allowed for 
possible future need, and relocated North Carolina 
210, because it is a segment of a commercial highway. 
A minimum of 150 feet east of the centerline is con
sidered essential for environmental control. 

Priority of Needs 
Land acquisition is of first priority and it is required 
in order to relocate North Carolina 210, to provide 
environmental protection and to preserve more of the 
historic site. Following acquisition, several intrusions 
will be removed and the setting for the field 
interpretive program will be improved. 

The timing of the development at Moores Creek is 
critical,-for the North Carolina Highway Department 
has indicated that the present N. C. 210 bridge across 
Moores Creek will become unsafe in 5 to 7 years. 
This means that the highway relocation should be 
completed before that time. 

The bicentennial of the battle will be celebrated in 
1976. The Service should complete its development 
by this date. 
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BASIC DATA 

REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS AND ANALYSIS 
Access and Circulation 
Moores Creek National Military Park is located on 
N. C. 210, near Currie, Pender County, North Carolina. 
The park is some 20 miles northwest of Wilmington, 
the nearest city of significant size. North Carolina 210 
bisects the area into two sections: a portion lying 
south of the highway containing the historic features, 
and a smaller portion north of the highway used for 
picnicking and park residences. 

All visitors to the area arrive by private automobile 
or chartered bus. Within 4.3 miles east of the park, 
N.C. 210 intersects U.S. 421, which runs northwest 
from Wilmington. U.S. 421 has been named and 
labeled, the "Moores Creek Battleground Highway." 
Continuing further east 12 miles, N.C. 210 crosses 
U.S. 117, another coast to interior highway. Road 
signs at these intersections give directions to "Moores 
Creek Battleground." Other signs direct visitors to 
the park from N.C. 53, which crosses N.C. 210 
some five miles west of Moores Creek. 

U.S. 17, U.S. 74, and U.S. 76 pass through Wilmington 
but they provide access to the area only by transfer to 
highways already mentioned. 

Of the 33,462 visitors to the park in 1967, by far 
the great majority originated from within a 150 mile 
radius. During the past decade Moores Creek has 
experienced a gradual increase in visitation with the 
trend being much the same as in 1967. The trend 
could change to include more visitors from greater 
distances if there was more effective publicity emphasis 
in the Wilmington area or from bicentennial activities 
in 1976. 

Railroads and airlines serve Wilmington, but since 
one must have vehicular transportation to reach the 
park, it. is rare that visitors arrive by this means. One 
must make an effort to visit· Moores Creek; very 
seldom does one happen on it by accident. 

.-.FOLDOUT 
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Population Data 
Pender County, in which Moores Creek is located, 
includes an area of 857 square miles and population 
of 18,508 (1960 census). Although births were much 
higher than deaths in the county between 1950 and 
1960, a substantial out migration left only a 0.5 
percent increase for the decade. The population 
growth has increased somewhat in the years since 1960 
but constitutes no major change in the established 
trend. 

Regional population centers* include: 

Florence, S.C. 24,722 120 miles 

Myrtle Beach, S.C. 7,834 90 miles 

Wilmington, N.C. 55,000 20 miles 

Burgaw, N.C. 1,750 12 miles 

Lumberton, N.C. 15,305 58 miles 

Fayetteville, N.C. 51,022 77 miles 

Jacksonville, N.C. 13,491 70 miles 

New Bern, N.C. 15,717 85 miles 

Kinston, N.C. 24,819 90 miles 

Raleigh, N.C. 104,000 112miles 

Greensboro, N.C. 136,000 175miles 

* Figures based on 1965 estimates. 

Surroundings and Existing Use 
The military park is located in an area of second 
growth forest land broken here and there by small 
farms. Chief agricultural products are tobacco, soy

beans, corn, grain, and blueberries. Woodland is 
harvested for the pulp industry. The few commercial 
enterprises in the vicinity consist of small general 
stores with gasoline pumps. No significant industrial, 
commercial, or residential developments exist near 
the park. However, new industrial development on 
the Cape Fear River near Wilmington could con
ceivably, in the distant future, increase the demand 
for area property for residential use. 

Regional Recreation Resource Use 

The Moores Creek region has a great deal to offer 
the visitor in its outdoor recreation, scenery and 
historic sites. The outdoor recreation use is primarily 
water oriented and located along the coast. This seems 
to be the case for residents of the region as well as 
those from more distant points. Because of this trend, 
tourist promotion organizations have placed greater 
emphasis on areas near the coast . 
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Publicly-owned beach areas within 150 airline miles 
of Moores Creek include Cape Hatteras National 

Seashore, Cape Lookout National Seashore, Croatan 
National Forest, Hammocks Beach State Park, Fort 
Fisher State Historic Site, and Myrtle Beach State 
Park. These areas provide an excellent variety of 
facilities, but with the exception of Fort Fisher, none 
is nearer than 75 miles to Moores Creek. However, 
within 40 miles are Wrightsville Beach and Carolina 
Beach, which are typical of the beach resort com
munities found along the southeastern Atlantic Coast. 
Tourism leaders in the greater Wilmington area 
anticipate an improvement in their shortage of 
camping facilities in the vicinity with the development 
of Snows Cut State Park near Carolina Beach in the 
immediate future. 

Some 30 miles inland from Moores Creek, Jones Lake 
State Park and Singletary Lake State Group Camp 
offer camping and picnicking in a freshwater setting. 
In the same general area, commercial facilities are 
available at White Lake and farther south at Lake 
Waccamaw. 

Even though the region is relatively flat in topography, 
it offers an interesting variety of scenery. Whether it 
is sand hills, pine trees, live oaks and Spanish moss, 

swamps, cypress, or formal azalea and aquatic gardens, 
it is unusual and different for the visitor from outside 
the region. 

Wilmington is noted for its annual Azalea Festival, 
which features, among many things, the city-owned 
Greenfield Gardens and the Commercial Ai rl ie Gardens. 
In the Carolina low country, history is one of the 
more popular resources. Within 150 miles of Moores 
Creek, Guilford Courthouse National Military Park of 
the Revolution and Fort Sumter National Monument 
of Civil War fame are prime attractions. 

The restored Governor's Palace at New Bern also has 
close ties with the Moores Creek story. 

Even in the lower Cape Fear basin itself, the history 
story spans 3 centuries. Brunswick Town State 
Historic Site and the City of Wilmington are represen
tative of the Colonial Period. Joining Moores Creek 
in the Revolutionary Period is Wilmington's Burgwin
Wright House where Lord Cornwallis maintained his 

headquarters during the winter of 1780-81. The 
grandeur of the antebellum period is reflected in 
many architecturally significant buildings in Wil
mington's historic district and in Orton Plantation on 
the south bank of the Cape Fear River. Fort Fisher 

State Historic Site, Fort Anderson State Historic 

Site, and the newly developed Blockade Runner 
Museum contribute to the area's Civil War story; and 
even World War 11 is represented by the vicinity's 
most popular attraction, the U.S.S. North Carolina 
Battleship Memorial. 
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FACTORS AFFECTING RESOURCE USE 
Legal Factors 
Over the years efforts toward national recognition 
finally culminated in the Act of Congress of June 2, 
1926, that created Moores Creek National Military 
Park (44 Stat. 684) and placed it under War Depart
ment administration. By executive order on August 10, 
1933 (Executive Orders 6166 and 6228). administra
tion was transferred to the National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior (see Appendix A). 

Occasional flooding due to the low-lying nature of 
the land along the creek presented the need for addi
tional land, so permanent structures could be erected 
on high ground. By Act of Congress on September 27, 
1944 (88 Stat. 746) the Secretary of the Interior was 
authorized to accept donations of land for the park 
not to exceed 100 acres. Under this authority, the 
State of North Carolina donated an additional 12.23 
acres which were accepted by the Department on 
February 20, 1953. The new land provided necessary 
high ground, rounded off the old boundaries and 
afforded protection to more of the stage road. 

On February 8, 1962, the Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior approved a western boundary extension of 
7.45 acres to include historic lands but the land has 
never been purchased. 

The Code of Federal Regulations, Title 36, Part 7, 
Paragraph 20, specifies certain visiting hours at the 
park. 

In 1926, the Federal Government was granted ex
clusive jurisidction over the 30 acres covered by 
Deed No. I. In 1953, proprietorial jurisdiction was 
received over the additional 12.23 acres described by 
Deed No. 2. 

A special use permit has been issued to the Four 
County Electric Membership Corporation, Burgaw, 
N.C., for construction of an aerial power line 

parallel to Highway N.C. 210. The expiration date is 
March 28, 1970 . 

.,_.FOLDOUT 
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Climate 
The Moores Creek climate can perhaps best be 
described as moderate. Mean maximum temperature 
for July is 89 degrees with the mean low for January 
at 37 degrees. The record high is 104 degrees and the 
record low is 5 degrees. 

Humidity is normally high. 

Normal precipitation is near 50 inches, and although 
the summer months are the wettest, no month a\1erages 
less than 2.71 inches. There are occasions, usually 
during tropical storms, when a considerable amount 
of rain may fall in a 24-hour period. The record is 9.52 
inches. An average of 1.5 inches of snow and sleet 
fa II s each year. 

With the exception of the fall months, when winds 
come from the Northeast, the prevailing winds are 
from the northwest at an average of 9.4 m.p.h. Since 
1901, the area has received some 18 tropical storms 
with winds usually rising well above hurricane force. 
Moores Creek is far enough inland that during these 
storms the major threat is from winds and not water. 

Lowland areas adjacent to the creek below 10 feet of 
elevation are subject to occasional inundation after 
periods of prolonged rain. Land below 5 feet elevation 
is frequently flooded, perhaps several times a year. 
Flooding is usually a result of water backing up from 
the Black River and thus it rises and recedes very 
slowly, causing a minimum of soil erosion. The worst 
aspect of flooding is that a portion of the park is not 
usable while it is under water. Under normal condi
tions the creek at the park location experiences a 
2- to 2.5-foot tidal fluctuation. 
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Soils 

On typical sandhill areas, the following ground 
composition may occur: one to three inches of top
soil; 2 to 12 inches of grey sand; and then 1 foot to 10 

feet of yellow sand. Gravel and clay deposits fre
quently occur at surface level or at various depths. 

Several feet of surface muck may be present in some 

areas of swampland. Depth of the water table will 

average 5 to 10 feet. The nature of the soil causes 

rapid water permeabi I ity. Frost penetration generally 

is slight, averaging 1 to 3 inches with a maximum of 

5 to 6 inches. Bearing capacity tests have not been 
made at Moores Creek. The usual foundation types 
in the vicinity are built of brick and concrete with a 
depth of 1 to 5 feet. 

Special foundation or soil problems of an extensive 
nature do not exist. Structural failures due to soil or 
foundation design have not arisen. 

Fire History 
Although serious woods fires have occurred in the 
vicinity, none are known to have burned on lands 
within the boundaries of the park. For the most part, 
land surrounding the park is of the sandhill type, and 
the vegetation is highly susceptible to fire at times 
during the year. While the fire season usually occurs 
from December through June, combustible conditions 
may develop at any time. An 8-foot fire lane is main
tained along the boundary to help prevent encroach
ment from adjacent lands. Fire-fighting equipment is 

kept at the park utility area and the State Forest 
Service is available for assistance with an office only 
6 miles away. Records indicate that Moores Creek has 
never had a building fire. Fire plugs are located near 
the visitor center and residences, and considerable 

fire-fighting equipment is available for emergencies. 
The nearest community fire station is at Atkinson, 
5 miles away. 

Ground Water 

Artesian wel I water is available in quantity now, but 
will lessen as the burgeoning populations requires 
more water, thus lowering the water table. 
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VISITOR USE OF RESOURCES 
With the exception of a sharp decline in the early 
1960's. Moores Creek has shown a gradual increase in 
annual v1suation The increase has usually vaned 
from 7.5 to 10 percent . The 1967 v1s1tor use was 
33,463 and the long range projection by the Serv1ce 
is for 52,000 by 1976, the bicentennial of the battle. 

Heaviest normal park visitation is experienced on 

Sundays between 1 to 5 o'clock in the afternoon. 
This consists of predominately local travel and as 
many as 300 people may visit the park during these 
hours in spring and summer. 

Use of the picnic ground 1s principally by small fam ily 
groups. Family reunions and organizational gatherings 
which bring large numbers are increasing annually. 
School groups also use the picnic facilities as part of 
their visit Because of the park's isolation from com· 
parable fac1ltties. the picnic ground serves a decided ly 
useful purpose. In comparison with the visnation 1n 
the historic area of the park, however, v1s1tor use at 
the picnic area remains minor 1n nature Travel there 
will seldom exceed one third of the total visitation. 
even in the park spring season. 

The park's visitor center. In the loregound are bus perking 
spurs. The diorama 1n the v1s11or center lrightl depicts the 
opening moments of battle. 
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Although most picnickers continue to use the older 
shelter near the creek, the Moores Creek Battleground 
Association holds its periodic meettngs in the new 
Patriots Hall. Patriots Hall is a versatile picnic facility 
which 1s enclosed, lighted and heated The building 
contains modern restroom facil1t1es and a small 
meeting room which has a future potential for 
audiovisual programs related to conservation educa· 
t1on. The large central room. by removal of the picnic 
tables, can also double as an auditorium. 

Organized groups come throughout the year with a 
much heavier concentration in the spring Of the 54 
school groups that visited Moores Creek in 1967, some 
37 came in May. Groups are generally offered personal 
services by the staff 

For the most part, visitation 10 Moores Creek is by 
family groups whose duration of stay will not exceed 
an hour or two. Although surveys have not been 
made, indications are that 25 percent of the visitors 
remain less than a half hour, while 50 percent remain 
somewhat longer and the remaining 25 percent stay 
longer than an hour. School and other groups will 
remain 1n the park from 1 to 4 hours, depending on 
the activities planned. Mosquitoes reduce the length 
of stay during the summer season. 

A 1967 suNey indicates that 87 percent of the visitors 
to Moores Creek originate in North Carolina. and half 
that number ltve within 40 miles to the Park. There is 
presently no evidence to support a change in this trend. 



APPENDIX A 

LEGISLATIVE CHRONOLOGY FOR MOORES 
CREEK BATTLEFIELD 

1897 - The North Carolina General Assembly passed 
an act on March 9, (Chapter 402, Laws of 
1897) to authorize the purchase of Moores 
Creek Battleground and appropriated $200 
for land not to exceed 10 acres. 

1898 - In June, 2 acres of land were purchased from 
Bruce and Flora Williams for $100 and 8 
acres were purchased from Peter and Valie 
Simpson for $40. 

1899 - The Moores Creek Monumental Association 
was incorporated by act of the North Caro
lina General Assembly. The Association was 
to receive $100 in 1899 and 1900, and $50 
per annum thereafter to operate the park. 

1905 - On March 2, the North Carolina General 
Assembly appropriated $200 to keep the 
grounds cleared and to erect a lodge for the 
protection of visitors from the weather. 

1907 - By act of the North Carolina General Assem
bly (Chapter 262, Laws of 1907) $500 
was made available to preserve, improve, 
protect and enlarge Moores Creek Battle
ground. From this sum an additional 20 acres 
of land were purchased from Peter and Valie 
Simpson for $200. 

1924 - On August 23, the annual operating appro
priation for Moores Creek was increased to 
$1,000 by the General Assembly. 

1925 - The Annual appropriation ~yas reduced to 
$500. Also, the North Carolina legislature 
authorized the donation of Moores Creek 
Battleground to the United States. (Chapter 
40, Laws of 1925). 

1926 - The Congress of the United States authorized 
the establishment of Moores Creek National 
Military Park, June 2, 1926 (44 Stat. 684). 
The deed conveying the park from North 
Carolina to the United States was dated 

July 8. The deed was recorded in the Pender 

County Courthouse, August 27, 1927. 

1933 - Moores Creek was transferred from the War 
Department to the Department of the I nte
rior (Exec. Orders 6166 and 6228). 

1944 - September 22, Congress authorized the 
acceptance of land donations for Moores 
Creek NMP not to exceed 100 acres (58 
Stat. 746). 

1947 - The North Carolina General Assembly created 
a commission to investigate the acquisition 
of property for Moores Creek NMP (Chapter 
917, Laws of 1947). 

1951 - North Carolina conveyed 12.23 acres of land 
for the park to the United States on 
November 5. 

1953 - The 12.23 acre addition to the park was 
officially accepted by the Department of the 
Interior on February 20. 

1962 - On February 8, the Assistant Secretary of 
Interior authorized a 7.45 acres boundary 
extension to include historic lands west of 
Moores Creek. It was anticipated that North 
Carolina would purchase the lands and donate 
them to the park; however, the General 
Assembly has not appropriated the necessary 
funds. 
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APPENDIX B 

CORRESPONDENCE 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION 
Raleigh, N.C. 27602 

March 26, 1968 

Mr. Jackson E. Price 
Regional Director 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P. 0. Box 10008 
Richmond, Virginia 23240 

Dear Mr. Price: 

I am writing in further reference to the matter of our 
bridge problem at the Moores Creek Park. 

For the present I have requested our people to hold 
up on this particular project so that we may give 
further consideration to how we might handle this 
overall problem without adversely affecting the aspects 
of the Park. 

Therefore no action will be taken to replace the bridge 
at this particular time. 

I am certain Paul DuPre, our Division Engineer, will 
be very pleased to work with your Park Planner, 
Mr. John Parsons, on this problem. 

Cordially yours, 

/Sgd./ W. F. Babcock 
W. F. Babcock 
State Highway Administrator 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION 
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Wilmington, N.C., 28401 
August 6, 1968 

Subject: NC 210, Moores Creek 

Battleground National Park, 
Pender County 

Mr. Drew Chick 
Office of Resources Planning 

Washington Service Center 
National Park Service 
1730 N. Lynn Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Chick: 

Following our conversation here in the Division 
Office concerning the possible rerouting and im
provement of NC 210 in the vicinity of Moores Creek 
Battleground National Park, I discussed the possible 
alignment revisions with our folks in Raleigh. 

As was explained to you during our conversation, 
the money which had been programmed for the im
provement of the bridge over Moores Creek has now 
been re-programmed to other projects; however, when 
additional money is available for any improvement on 

NC 210 in the vicinity of Moores Creek Battleground, 
the improvement will be made along the lines as was 
agreed upon during our conversation here in the 

Division Office. In other words, the new location will 
be to the east of the present administration building 
and if the Park Service desires to acquire additional 
land east of the present administration building, this 
alignment could either be placed along the boundary 
of this new acquisition or through the new acquisition. 

I am sure that this can be worked out with the 
Park Service to the mutual satisfaction of every one 
concerned. 

Yours very truly, 

/Sgd./ Paul J. DuPre 
Paul J. DuPre 
DIVISION ENGINEER· 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

Portsmouth, Va. 23705 

12 July 1968 

W. Drew Chick, Jr. 

Team Captain 

Moores Creek Master Plan Project 

U. S. National Park Service 

1730 North Lynn Street 

Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Mr. Chick: 

Your letter of 28 June 1968 to the District Engineer, 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Wilmington, North 

Carolina, relative to possible reconstruction of a 

bridge across Moores Creek near Currie, North Caro
lina, was forwarded by the Corps of Engineers, and 

received in this office on 5 July 1968. 

A copy of Section 115.50, Title 33, U. S. Code 
Federal Regulations, is being forwarded herewith. The 
enclosure lists steps to be taken and information to 

be furnished by an applicant for Federal authorization 
to construct a bridge across navigable waters of the 
United States. 

Please feel free to contact this office if further infor
mation or assistance is required. 

Sincerely yours, 

/Sgd./ John A. Dearden 

JOHN A DEARDEN 

Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 

Chief, Aids to Navigation Branch 
By Direction of the Commander 

Fifth Coast Guard District 

Encl: (1) Section 115.50, Title 33, U.S. Code 

Federal Regulations 

Section 115.50, Title 33, U. S. Code of Federal 
Regulations Bridges Across Waterways 

(a) Approval of plans-To obtain approval of 

the Commandant, an application for authorization to 

construct a bridge across ·navigable waters ·of the 

United States must show the name and address of the 

applicant; the waterway and location of the bridge; 
citation to the act of Congress or the State legislature 

authorizing the bridge; be accompanied by a map of 

the location and plans of the bridge showing these 

features which affect navigation; papers to establish 

the identity of the applicant. 

(b) Prior authority necessary-A bridge cannot 

lawfully be constructed across any navigable waterway 
of the united states until legislative authority has been 

obtained and the plans have been approved by the 

Commandant. (See section 9, River and Harbor Act 
of Mar. 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 U. S.C. 401), 

General Bridge Act of Mar. 23, 1906 (34 Stat. 84; 

33 U. S. C. 491), and General Bridge Act of 1946 

(60 Stat. 847; 33 U.S. C. 525 et seq.).) 

(c) Legislation required-The legislative author

ity must be obtained from Congress if the bridge 

crosses an international waterway. If the navigable 

portions of the waterway are not within the limits 

of a single state, the General Bridge Act of 1946 grants 
authority of Congress and no special act is necessary. 

If the navigable portions of the waterway are within 

the limites of a single State, State authority is 
necessary. 

(d) Form-The application for the approval of 

plans consists of a letter accompanied with maps and 
plans of the proposed structure. 

(e) Signature-In case of signature by an agent 

or by an official of a corporation, a duly authenticated 
copy of the authority for the action must accompany 

the application. 
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(f) Identification-If the applicant is a corpora
tion, it must furnish certified copies of the following 
papers, al I properly authenticated: The charter or 
articles of incorporation; the minutes of organization; 
extract from minutes showing the names of the 
present officers of the corporation. 

(I) Where State I aws vest in State or county 

officers, such as boards of supervisors and county 
courts, the power to authorize the construction 
of bridges, they must furnish with their app1ication 
certified extracts from their proceedings showing 
their action authorizing the proposed structures. 

(g) Plans-Four sets of plans must be submitted 
with the application on which the location of the work 
and the essential features covered by the application 
will be outlined in red. Each drawing must have a 
simple title, date and number, preferably in the lower 
righthand corner. 

(h) Size of sheets-The drawings will be on 
sheets 8 by 10% inches size. As few sheets will be 
used as necessary to show clearly what is proposed. 

(i) Special instructions-(!) The scale will be 
shown graphically. The north and south line will be 
indicated by a meridian arrow. Soundings and eleva
tions wi II be shown in feet and referred to the 
established Government datum plane at the locality. 

(2) The direction of currents will be 

indicated by an arrow, and the strength of currents, 
both ebb and flow, or low water and high water, will 
be shown close to the proposed location of the bridge, 
and at both ends of the waterway shown on the map 
of location. 
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(3) The plans wi II show in figures the least 
clear height of the lowest part of the superstructure 
over navigation openings, with reference to the planes 
of mean high water and mean low water if the 

bridge is to cross tidal water. If the waters are nontidal, 
the least clear height will be shown with reference to 
the planes of extreme high water and mean low water. 
If records of river heights are available, the plane 
above which flood waters have not remained more 
than 2 percent of the time will be indicated. Reference 
will also be made to other datum planes if appro
priate for the waterway in question. 

( 4) If harbor I in es have been established at 
the site of the bridge, their position will be shown 
on the plans. 

(j) Structural details-Only those should be 

shown which are needed to illustrate the effect of 
the proposed structure on navigation. If the bridge is 
to be equipped with a draw, the latter will be shown 
in two positions: closed and open. 

(k) To whom application should be presented

The application and the papers and pl ans accom
panying it should be submitted to the District 
Commander having jurisdiction over the area in 
which the bridge site is located. 

(I) Action on application-When an application 
is received for approval of plans for a bridge, the 
District Commander will verify the authority for 
construction of the bridge, review the application and 
plans as to sufficiency, ascertain the views of local 
authorities and other interested parties, and submit a 
report with the application to the Commandant. 



APPENDIX C 

TEAM MEMBERS 

The following individuals constituted the team which 
prepared the plan: 

W. Drew Chick, Jr. 
Team Captain, RPWSC 

Hobart G. Cawood 
Historian, RPWSC 

John G. Parsons 
Landscape Architect, RPWSC 

Charles E. Shedd, Jr. 
Chief, Interpretation and Visitor Services 
Southeast Regional Office 

Russell A. Gibbs 
Superintendent 

Moores Creek National Military Park 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR-The Nation's 
principal natural resource agency-works to assure that our 
expendable resources are conserved, that our renewable 
resources are managed to produce optimum benefits, and 
that all resources contribute to the progress and prosperity 
of the United States, now and in the future. 
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