
The dunes are the most unique and outstanding feature
within Eureka Valley. Three factors are needed to build a
dune formation: the presence of a source of sand; a
recurrent wind strong enough to move the sand; and a
place where the sand can accumulate. Weathered out-
croppings of sandstone and alluvial fans provide the sand.
Winds of necessary velocity are common, particularly in
the spring. The configuration of the surrounding moun
tains causes the winds to eddy and deposit the suspended
sands in the southern end of the valley. North of the dunes,
the valley narrows and then opens into a large circular
basin at the southern end. North and northwest winds,
funneling through the constricted part of the valley, swirl
around the southern basin, and, slowed down, lose their
ability to transport the sand which settles down into the
dune system.

The exact age of the Eureka Dunes is unknown. In
geologic terms they are considered recent, however, they
are at least several thousand years old.

Rising 900 feet above the valley floor, these dunes are the
tallest In all of California and the Great Basin. The Eureka

Dunes are a unique natural resource that need to be
preserved for the enjoyment of future generations.

CULTURAL RESOURCES
Archaeological sites are not uncommon near the Eureka
Dunes. Because these sites are considered sensitive, they
are not described in this brochure. The visitor to Eureka

Dunes is reminded that unauthorized collection of arti

facts and disruption of archaeological sites is a violation of
federal taw under the Antiquities Act.

Endangered Plants of the
Eureka Valley Sand Dunes

What is an endangered plant species?
An endangered plant species is any plant which is in
danger of extinction throughout all or a significant
portion of its range.

How is it determined that plants are endangered or
threatened species?

There are several considerations:

1. The present or threatened destruction, change, or
reduction of the plant's habitat (home) or range.

2. Disease or predatlon (such as overgrazing by
animals).

3. Not enough means to regulate the adverse effects
on the plants.

4. Other natural or man-made factors affecting the
plant's continued existence.

What Is an Area of Critical

Environmental Concern (ACEC)?
An ACEC is an area considered special because of un
usual diversity of plant or animal life, unique geologic
features or fossil deposits, rare concentrations of the re
mains of prehistoric or historic use and occupation, or
other significant values. The Bureau of Land Management
has special programs designed especially for such areas.

For Assistance, Contact:

BLM Rangers
BLM Emergency Dispatch
BLM Ranger (Big Pine)
Inyo Sheriff
Kern Sheriff

Ridgecrest Hospital
Northern Inyo Hospital
Southern Inyo Hospital

For More Information, Contact:

Ridgecrest Resource Area
Bureau of Land

Management
1415-A North Norma Street

Ridgecrest, CA 93555
(619) 4464526

Califomia Desert District

Bureau of Land

Management
1695 Spruce Street
Riverside. CA 92507
(714) 351-6394

(714)351-6382
(714) 351-6374
(619) 938-2929
(619) 878-2441
(619) 375-9761
(619)446-3551
(619) 873-5811
(619)876-5501
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