


























































































































































































Criteria: Information on health and/or environmental effects of pollution (in the context 
of criteria air pollutants). 

Criteria Air Pollutant: A group of very common air pollutants regulated by EPA on the 
basis of criteria and for which a National Ambient Air Quality Standard is established 
(S02, N02, PM10, Pb, CO, 0 3). 

Emissions: Release of pollutants into the air from a source. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): The federal agency responsible for 
regulating air quality. 

Monitoring: Measurement of air pollution. 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS): Permissible levels of criteria air 
pollutant established to protect public health and welfare. 

Ozone (03): A criteria air pollutant that is a strong oxidizing agent, reactive with many 
other compotmds and surfaces, and a health hazard in high concentrations. Ozone is 
formed by nitrogen oxides and organic compounds reacting in sunlight. 

Source: Any place or object from which air pollutants are released. Sources that are 
fixed in space are stationary sources; sources that move are mobile sources. 

Sulfur Dioxide (802): A criteria air pollutant that is a gas produced by burning coal and 
some industrial processes. 

* Recent updates to this glossary may be found. on the NPSARD AIRWeb -
http://www.aqd.nps.gov/natnet/ard/glossary .htin. 
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4.3 GLOSSARY OF AIR QUALITY UNITS 

Units Conversion Table 

Parameter Type Multiply By To Obtain 

Pollutant ppm 1000 ppb 

ppm 1960 µg/m3 Ozone (at 25°C) 

ppm 2615 µg/m3 Sulfur Dioxide (at 25°C) 

ppb 0.001 ppm 

ppb 1.960 µg/m3 Ozone (at 25°C) 

ppb 2.615 µg/m3 Sulfur Dioxide (at 25°C) 

µg/m3 Ozone (25°C) 0.0005102 ppm 

µg/m3 Ozone (25°C) 0.5102 ppb 

µg/m3 Sulfur Dioxide (25°C) 0.0003824 ppm 

µg/m3 Sulfur Dioxide (25°C) 0.3824 ppb 

Wind Speed mis 2.05 mph 
mph 0.489 mis 

Solar Radiation ly/min 697 w/m2 

w/m2 0.00143 ly/min 

Precipitation mm/hr 0.0394 in/hr 

in/hr 25.4 mm/hr 

Temperature °C + 17.78 1.8 op 

°F-32 519 oc 

Where: 
ppm = parts per million 
ppb = parts per billion 
µg/m3 = micrograms per cubic meter (at 25°C) 
mis = meters per second 
mps = miles per hour 
ly/min = langleys per minute 
w/m2 = watts per square meter 
mm/hr= millimeters per hour 
in/hr = inches per hour 
oc ;; degrees centigrade 
Of = degrees fahrenheit 
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