
MOUNT RAINIER IN WINTER 
FROM SKY LINE RIDGE 

Norman Hither 
This picture waa taken on a aunny day. The wind-blown trees and the Seecy clouds give an effect of storm. 



Greetings! 

Jfront 

JBtepljen iHatfjcr 
Birector of iMvonal ©art* 
Bepartment of tfie interior 



'*'(£ SEND greetingt to a club of red-blooded, public-tpirited men and 
^ 1 women in it State of majettic mountaint and big opportunities- I 

*mnw learned the quality of your men and women when they offered to graze 
theep on their own lawnt if it should become necettary to tave the wild 
flower gardent of Rainier National Park during the ttrett of war. I learned 
the quality of your mountaint when I ttood on Rainier't tummit fifteen yeart 
ago. It wot that climb which made a mountain man of me forever. 

Let me tay a word of your opportunitiet. 

Your State hat tome of the noblett forettt in America, but they are 
patting fatt, at thote who have teen the devattation between Tacoma and the 
national park boundary know only too well. But there are ttill sections of 
forettt on the northwett tide of the park which can be taved. Denver hat 
acquired a teriet of mountain parkt which afford continuous forested high­
ways to the Mount Evans region which we hope will tpeedily become an 
addition to the Rocky Mountain National Park. There it ttill the oppor­
tunity for Seattle and Tacoma to secure the forett borders of their highways 
to their national park. And such forett bordert! 

But there it even a greater opportunity, one of the greatest in the 
tcenic world today! 

That it the pretervation of the timber along the beautiful passes which 
carry the Eastern tourists over the Cascades to your wonderful west tide 
tlopet. Through thete passes the future will bring endless processions of 
motorittt to tee the famed beauty of the Cascades and the Olympict. Let 
them always come, at now, by grandly tcenic highways through forettt taved 
from the ax. There are open stands of timber today of relatively tmall lum­
ber value, at compared with the Douglas fir on the wett tlopet of the Cat-
cadet, but invaluable tcenically. An inttance in point it the beautiful 
Wenatchee Country jutt east of Blewett Past which crosses the divide be­
tween Wenatchee and Yakima Valleys. Already thete forettt are invaded. I 
personally know that tome of thete lumbermen realize their tcenic value; 
one at least it uting old fashioned hauling methodt which do not ditturb the 
toil for forett recuperation as other methodt do. But remember that the 
dryer eatt tide tlopet do not recover as readily as the wettern tlopet with 
their moitture do. 



-Voir 11 the time, while thete forests still stand, to tave your pastes for 
the future beauty of your entering highways. A society is being organized 
in your own State to save the timber. Get behind it. Give it your moral 
and your personal support. 

Again! The east slope of the Cascades is the dry side; it drops off into 
wonderful irrigated valleys. High up these slopes are lakes of wonderful 
beauty, lakes which are gems, lakes whose future value as scenic lures is 
inestimable. Fate has it that these lakes shall supply the water to make the 
deserts bloom. Good! Already Yakima Valley has a fine irrigation develop­
ment. 

But it is not necessary that the scenic value of these lakes be destroyed, 
that dams be erected which shall raise their waters and turn miles of lake­
side forest into'the ghastly cemeteries of what today is loveliness and what 
tomorrow will lure the tourists of two-score states. 

Is it not possible to preserve these lakes, to build reservoirs well below 
them, to impound storage waters, and so conserve the water and their beauty, 
too, to have two great commercial assets instead of one? It may cost com­
munities more to store their waters in reservoirs below the lakes, but on the 
whole it will a better asset, not only for the State, but for the communities 
themselves which receive the increased water supplies. 

Go to it, Mountaineers! There is still time. You will find the lumber­
men human beings like yourselves whose public-spirit may be easily reached. 
And you will find a public quickly responsive to the call of the State's greater 
good. 

I have been anxious to join you on some of your camping trips, but my 
duties have so far prevented it; although I am looking forward with great 
anticipation to the days when I can camp out with you on the slopes of the 
great white mountain. 


