
Correspondence. 

v;n: A8CEST OF y.r. RAIXIHR. 

T» T;I:: Ruma OF Tin: XATWS : 
Si* : Ira yourwuieeuf my crti.-b in l!i> November .Vlaatie Mint.',!;/ on 

the aacenl of Taklinnu iMl. Rainier) yon state that •• the ascent was made 
within :i »Vrt l;mo (wo tlitt.k nol more than a month) after ilint licre 
uWrflffd liy Mi'-r*. Emmons ami Wilson, cf l!u> Fnrlicth l'amllvl 
Harvey." 

I -till think we nre lb* only ones who have ever ntflaarad (lie summit of 
TiAlioma. for tl:e following reasons : 

S .-HI ufler our return from the ascent of Tnkhonm I met Mr. Emmons. 
raid u:«e I..:., ull the information ami tnip^estion* I could to facilitate his 
trip tn the maintain. Ho ami Mr. A. l>. WUsrm. with a well-equipped 
|Kirty fmm Mr. Clirencc King's Survey, "pushed through the forest to 
Ml. Rainier wit"j very pre it rliftlr-Tilty.*'ai- l:e reported. an>l made a survey 
• .f die mountain iiiiil its glaci-is. A little pnnwnJnl published by Mr. 
King. "On the Discovery of Actual (ilaricis in the Mountains of the I'n-
< ilic Slope," contains Mr. Emmons's account of his survey. In that he no-
wlicre slates that lie reached the summit, ami in describing the inoi.niaiti 
he : ays : •• The eastern peak, which would seem to have f< rined originally 
the luiihlie of the mountain mass, is a (rater, about a quarter of a mile in 
diameter, of very perfect circular term," ate. Soar there are taw cratat*, 
side l.y side, neither of which is nearly a quarter of n mile in diameter. 
The a.-, enl of this mountain is so perilous n feat that I fori sure BOOM who 
ai complislifil it would refrain from announcing the fact with natural 
pride ; and how could I .scientific man so strangely misdescriljo the sum-
mi! if he ever sot foot upon it ? Upon this p iin! let Messrs. Emmons and 
Wilron (peak for themselves, and if you run show where they assert that 
they ever reached the summit of Takkonia I will admit that my Ixiicf, 
above expressed, may be erroneous. 1 have heard, 1. ivcever, that Mr. Ein-
I:IOM« nsccnded IIJKIII our track until he came to the rope we left hanging 
mi the precipitous side of the mountain, and upon giving it v. pull to te.-t 
its strength it came down in Ids hand, and lie thereupon turned buck. 

Wry truly yen*, HAJSASII STCVI'SO. 
s", Patussaiai Nrnrnr EO-T.IX, Mm. 10, ISW, 

[Wo have asked .Mr. E m m a to spral: for himself.—F.t>. NA­
TION.] 

the structure of the volcano, will show to ono familiar with contours the 
general character of the summit, and the partial crater west of the main 
one which misled (iencral Stevens.—Very truly yours, S. F. EMMONS. 

New Yo«*, N ivi'O.bvr 17,1S70. 

To TMK Escrow or Tun NATION : 

Sin: 1 am m>t a little surprised lit the above statements of General 
Stevens, and :iill hope that it may be shortness of memory, rather than a 
lack of that gentlemanly feeling that has hitherto characterized him in his 
intercourse with me, which has led him to charge me indirectly with I M M 
statement. I-c! me refresh his memory by recalling to him the afternoon 
and evening of October 30, 1S70, which I sjient at his home in Portland. 
Oregon, M nmU from Mount Rainier to Mount Pitt, during which I gave 
him n detailed account of the ascent of the former mountain by Mr. Wil­
son and myself on the 17th of October, eznclly a fortnight previous, lie 
will remember that I then told him that wo found the nvpc he had left 
at the bad passage of the ascent, strong enough in itself to support many 
torts' weight, but so insecurely fastened that upon shaking the lower rnd 
the whole, came down upon me, and that, winding it round my waist, I 
took it to the lop of the " chimney " and there tied it through a hole in the 
rock so securely that it would be found relic Wc whenever he might wish to 
make the ascent again, as he then thought he might do. His statement, 
therefore, that " he heard . . . that we turned back " may he merely an 
expression of his disappointment that we did not see the engraved plate which 
lie states he left on the summit; but we were too inueli occupied when there 
with our instrumental work to attend to such (to us) unimportant details. 
Moreover, the highest point, r.s determined by tho love! on our theodolite, 
which we took to the summit, is not a boulder, as described by General 
Stevens, but a knob of i.-e and snow on the ii.irthwcslern edge of the crater. 
T repeat here the explanation I then made to him, that his idea of two 
independent craters is not geologicnlly accurate, but that the more recent 
enter which now forms the eastern summit has broken through and partly 
filled a larger one, part of whose rim still encircles its western flanks, enclos­
ing a semi-circular crater-like depression, which, masked as it Is by iec and 
snow, lie mistook for a perfect crater. A difference of opinion as to tho 
diameter of either, which was only estimated by the eye by each of us, is nut 
worthy of discus ion. 

Xo popular account of our trip has ever been published. In n paper 
contributed to the .1 >ir>i a i ./ec/ru / < / ei-v/ire for March, 18T1, "On the 
Discovery of Glaciers," etc., mentioned by General Stevens, the statement 
is nut, indeed, directly made that we "achieved." the summit, hut I hnrdly 
thought that we, with whom during seven years' work in the Rocky Moun­
tains mountain nscents had been mailers of daily occurrence, should IK> 
suspected of describing what we had not seen without acknowledging our 
authority. In his trip General Stevens did not sec the northeastern side 
of the mountain, but he nevertheless describes tko White River glaciers, 
und in words strangely resembling tlio-e used by me in the paper almve 
mentioned. To be able to announce the accomplishment of so really dan­
gerous an ascent as that of Mount Rainier might occasion a feeling of 
"natural pride" in one even less experienced in mountain climbing than 
General Stevens. Our announcement has been delayed in the hope of some 
day fin idling the survey then undertaken, which was rendered incomplete 
by the breaking of rnr rnromrtors and by ike advent of the winter snows, 
which drove usnway, after a month*! hard work, and lieforc we had visited 
tho northern ami western slopes of the mountain. 

Before closing let me, in a friendly way, correct certain technical innc-
cumeies in General S:evens"s article. The mountain is composed of 
trachyte, and has nobaaalt at all, although perhaps the dark color of some 
of this nek might mislead a mora s-ientilic observer than General Stevens. 
In regard to its drainage, there b «•> water flowing eastwanl from its slopes, 
either through the Wenass, or any other stream; its most striking pecu­
liarity Is the fact that, even from its eastern SIO|M-S, it drains westward 
through the White and Cowlitz Rivera into Paget Sound and the lower Co­
lumbia River. 

The subjoined topographical sketch of the upper part of the mountain, 
taken from my field note-book, though rough y made in camp to illustrate 


