
6/82

NO
MIROINVENTORY

National Park Service 
Pacific Northwest Region 
Culturai Resources Division

ding, R^^920 
lAvenl^P

Westin Building, I 
2001 Sixth,
Seattle, Washington 98121

2 NAMEIS) OF STRUCTURE

Gobbler's Knob Fire Lookout
3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO)

Gobbler's Knob N-111

5 ORIGINAL USE

Fire Lookout
6 PRESENT USEVisitor Inter
pretation/ 
Fire Ijookout

4 CITY/VICINITV

Nisqually Entrance
COUNTY

Pierce
STATE

Washington

7, CLASSIFICATION

NORTHING

1933

1:24

OTHER -

QUAD
_NAME_

12 OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS

NPS/Mount Rainier National Park. TahonH Woods-Star Route. Ashford. Washington
i:i ni nr.miMION and hack ('.round history including const RUCI ion DATF(S), FMIYSICAI DIMENSIONS. MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERAriONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND 

IMI’ORIANI UUILDERS. ARCHITECTS. ENGINEERS. ETC

Wood frame, two-story, two-room, square plan structure; hip cedar shake roof with wide overhang and rafters; 1x8 
horizontal lap siding; 2nd floor 2'8" balcony on all sides with 2x4 decking supported by brackets; exterior stairs 
from ground floor to balcony; fixed windows predominant on all four sides; poured concrete foundation; heavy support 
cables connected to deadmen; first story is storage, dirt floor, tongue and groove walls; second floor living quarters 
and fire finder, suspended ceiling, painted tongue and groove walls; varnished 1x2 oak floors.

L

Constructed from plans drawn by the NPS Branch of Plans and Design under the supervision of Acting Chief Architect 
Edwin A. Nickel, this lookout was one of the four fire lookouts of similar design constructed in the park between 
1932 and 1934 (IDEA DRG. NO.95). Ihe lookout measures 14' x 14', with a floor size of 200 square feet for each 
story. The lookout is presently manned on weekends during the sunnier season for visitor assistance and interpretation.

14 CONDITION P] EXCELLENT I3GOOD □ fair □deteriorated □ruins 15 DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
(SPECIFY THREAT)

□yes □no

16. SIGNIFICANCE

Gobbler's Knob is one of the four remaining fire lookouts at Mbunt Rainier. They are all of similar design and 
constructed between 1932 and 1934. These lookouts have played a significant role in the protection of natural 
resources in the park and in the surrounding national forest lands. Although aerial fire detection has somewhat 
reduced the importance of lookouts in recent years, they still play a significant role in visitor interpretation 
and assistance, as a backcountry patrol base, and during extreme fire danger periods.
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