
A TOUR OF THE PARK 

1. The Ford Mansion. Washington's headquar­
ters from December 1779 to June 1780; now 
restored with many original furnishings. 

2. The Historical Museum. Exhibits illustrate 
the Morristown story; collections of Revolu­
tionary arms, household furnishings, and 
possessions of Washington are also on dis­
play. 

3. Fort Nonsense, the site of traditional forti­
fications and today a key orientation point 
overlooking the Morristown area. 

4. Jockey Hollow. The scene of the 1779-80 
encampment, with reconstructed huts and 
a Revolutionary hospital. Wayside exhibits 
and markers locate points of historic interest. 

5. Wick House and Farm. Built about 1750. 
the house served as headquarters for Maj. 
Gen. Arthur St. Clair. 

The Department of the Interior —the Nation's 
principal natural resource agency —has a special 
obligation to assure that our expendable re­
sources are conserved, that our renewable 
resources are managed to produce optimum 
benefits, and that all resources contribute to 
the progress and prosperity of the United States, 
now and in the future. 
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SITE OF THE MAIN ENCAMPMENT OF THE AMERICAN 
ARMY AND HEADQUARTERS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 
DURING THE CRITICAL WINTERS OF 1777 AND 1779-80 

During the 8 years of the American Revolu­
tion the small village of Morristown was the 
scene of significant military activities. It was 
here in January 1777 and again in December 
1779 that Washington and the main body of 
the Continental Army arrived to establish win­
ter quarters. Important brigades of the Army 
also wintered here in 1781 and 1782. 

Morristown brilliantly illustrates Washington's 
courage, ability, and resourcefulness in the 
face of overwhelming difficulties. The winter 
encampments present a stark and realistic pic­
ture of the numerous hardships and suffer­
ings endured by the common soldier during 
the Revolutionary War. Here, in the face of 
bitter cold, hunger, hardship, and disease, the 
young Nation maintained its will to indepen­
dence and freedom. 

Only 30 miles from the British stronghold in 
New York City, Morristown was protected by 
the Watchung Mountains. From behind this 
range, Washington could watch British move­
ments, guard supplies stored here, and cover 
major roads connecting the northern and south­
ern States. 

THE FIRST ENCAMPMENT, 1 7 7 7 

After Amer ican v ictor ies at Trenton and Prince­
ton had blasted Bri t ish hopes f o r an early end 
to the war , Washington decided to take his 
v ic tor ious yet exhausted forces in to win ter 
quar ters . The Army arr ived at M o r r i s t o w n on 
January 6, 1777. The Arno ld Tavern on the vi l ­
lage green probably served as Washington's 
headquarters. The Army itself occupied many 
farmhouses, homes, and other bui ld ings in or 
near the vi l lage. Remaining here unt i l May 1777, 
the commander in chief faced many crises, 
among them shortages of f ood and c lo th ing , re­
c ru i tment fo r his small army, and a serious out­
break of smal lpox among the t roops . 

THE SECOND ENCAMPMENT, 1 7 7 9 - 8 0 

In December 1779 the main Army re turned to 
M o r r i s t o w n , and encamped in a hil ly area south 
of the vil lage known as Jockey Hol low. The 
soldiers began the cons t ruc t ion of log huts for 
shelter, whi le Washington took up headquar­
ters at the home of Col. Jacob Ford's w idow. 
The win ter proved to be the wors t of the ent ire 
Revolut ionary War. Washington s t rugg led w i th 
acute problems of supply, army discipl ine, and 
relat ions w i th State governments and Congress. 
Spring b rought some rel ief to the suf fer ing 
t roops and welcome news f r o m the Marquis de 
Lafayette that a French army was on the way to 
aid in the st ruggle for independence. 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

The Ford Mansion and museum are open every­
day f rom 10 a.m. to sunset. The Wick House is 
open f rom 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday th rough 
Saturday and Sunday f rom 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The park is closed Thanksgiv ing Day, Decem­
ber 25, and January 1 . Groups wi l l receive spe­
cial service if advance arrangements are made 
w i t h the super intendent . 

Picnic grounds are available in Jockey Hol low, 
but f i res and hunt ing are not permi t ted . Please 
obey all park regulat ions. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Mor r i s t own National Histor ical Park is adminis­
tered by the National Park Service, Department 
of the Inter ior . 

The National Park System, of wh ich th is park is 
a uni t , is dedicated to conserv ing the great his­
to r i ca l , natura l , and recreat ional resources of 
the Uni ted States fo r the benef i t and enjoyment 
of all the people. 

A super intendent , whose address is M o r r i s t o w n , 
N.J. 07960, is in immediate charge of the park. 


