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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

Inventory Summary

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:
CLI General Information:

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program. The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest. The CLI
identifies and documents each landscapeis logatine, physical development, condition,
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information
useful to park management. Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are
entered into a national database. In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structuressists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the
identification and management requirements associated with S&tf@) of the National

Historic Preservation AcfNational Park Service Management Policies (20&&), Directoris

Order #28: Cultural Resource Management. Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in
response to the Government Performance and Resul{&R&A), is required to report
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishméws GPRA goals are

associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7)
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and ceagergll as through on-site
reconnaissance of the existing landscape. The baseline information collected provides a
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in
context of the siteis overall significand@ocumentation and analysis of the existing landscape
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the
landscapeis overall integrity and an assessment of the landscapeis overall comtgi@i |

also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

The Cross Estate encompasses 162 acres and together with the Jarvis tract augments the 320-acre
New Jersey Brigade Encampment A& second largest unit of Morristown NHFhe property lies

on the north of the New Jersey Brigade unit and serves as a connection to the Jockey Hollow unit to
the northwest. The property is located 5 1/4 miles southwest of Morristown Center in Bernardsville,
Somerset County, NJ.

Located on the southeastern boundary of the New Jersey Highlands physiographic province along the
Trowbridge Rangethe Cross Estate landscape is a mountainous, mostly wooded terrain in the
headwaters of the Passaic River. It is typical of the Bernardsville Hills area. Hardwoods such as oaks,
maples, locusts, and tulip trees forest the land that is bordered by the Passaic River to the east and the
intersection of Jockey Hollow and Hardscrabble Roads to the west. Indian Grave Brook flows south
paralleling Hardscrabble Road through the property at its lowest point. The steeply sloped east bank of
the brook is retained in several places by short stretches of dry laid random-course stoAe walls.
terraced central clearing occupied by the main house rises fe@d%bove sea level and affords

views of the wooded land that gradually drops down to 425 feet at Hardscrabble Road over a distance
of 1400 feetThe woods are abundant with wildlife and particularly host a large deer population

Physical History Summary

Settlement in the area now known as the Cross Estate began in the 1680s when European settlers
sought iron ore deposits in land inhabited by Native Amerjgdhed_enape. Throughout the 1700s and

most of the 1800the areais economy was primarily based on agriculturabusalso diversified

through mining, logging and millindpuring the American Revolutignhe New Jersey Brigade, part of
George Washingtonis military encampment at Morristown was located nentgdl family farms

located around town centers, such as Morristown and Bernardsville, typified the landscape until the late
19th centuryWith the introduction of the railroathe nature of land ownership in the area began to
changeOwners were acquiring larger tracts of land and the estate building era had begun

By 1900nearly one third of the area was populated by summer residents withh0&r¢e 2000 acre

estates. The Mountain Colony estates, as they were known, were modeled on English estates and
country houses complete with amenities such as private aviaries, deer parks, polo fields, and Japanese
gardens. John and Ella Bensel purchased their Bernardsville prépaeesn Anne Farpin 1903.

Although they acquired and constructed their property it was a more modest version of the typical
Mountain Colony estates.

In 1929, W.Redmond and Julia Cross purchased Queen Anne Farm from Ella Bensel a few years after
the death of her husband. They renamed the estate Hardscrabble House and began renovations shortly
after their purchase. They employed Frederick R. Kamgarchitect with the firm Wyetk King, who

had worked for McKimMead and Whiteto make major alterations to the house including the addition

of a library wing. Landscape architect Clarence Fowler was commissioned to layout a sunken walled
garden and pergola and clear vistas on the progestipwing the death of Mr. Cross, Julia Cross
recommissioned Frederick King to scale down the estate. Extensive changes included the removal of
the east wing and large stone porch
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Mrs. Cross continued to live on the estate until her death in 1972. No changes were made to the estate
between 1972 and 1975 when the National Park Service acquired the property as part of the
Morristown National Historical Park. However, some landscape features such as the Cross Garden had
begun to deteriorate through benign neglect. Since then the NPS had repaired or stabilized many of the
buildings and structures on the Cross Estatd, The New Jersey Historical Garden Foundation was
formed in 1987 to reestablish and care for the plants in the formal garden.

National Register Summary

The Cross Estate National Register documentation was submitted to the New Jersey State Historic
Preservation Offic€SHPO) on November 5, 1986. On January 22, 1987, the New Jersey State
Review Board for Historic Sites recommended the Cross Estate for inclusion in the State and National
Registerspending additional information on the estateis landscape architecture and the clarification of
the status of those buildings less than fifty years of age. The National Park Service did not submit a
revised nomination. In response to our update of the List of Classified Structuresy@@ffice
concurred with our evaluation that the Cross Estate landscape features were eligible for listing in the
National Register on October 31, 1996. In the most recent correspondence (October ZEriy998,
Karschner to Paul Weinbay)nthe SHPO confirmed that the.\edmond Cross Estate nomination

was iconditionally approved by the State Review Board.1

Statement of Significance

The Cross Estate garden derives significance under Criterion C, for its landscape design as the work of
landscape architect Clarence Fowler and noted horticulturalist Julia Cross. The design is significant at
the local level.

Condition

The condition of the Cross Estate is fair. MBsossis gardens and garden structures have either been
preserved or rehabilitated and are maintained by the New Jersey Historical Garden Foundation.
According to Mary Cross Spence, a Cross daugthterestate under Park Service stewardship largely
resembles its appearance from 1941-1975. The surrounding lands are now maintained as public open
space. Many structures such as the mansion, the carriage housetharggejeneris residen@nd

the chalet have been stabilized and are used for park office and héimiveyer, some other buildings

and structure are deteriorating and in need of repair or stabilization. Deferred maintenance has also
affected some vegetation including specimen trees and shrub borders
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Site Plan

Cross Estate Site Plah- Existing Conditions 2005: Overall Estaseé Appendix for enlarged
version) (OCLP, 2005).
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Gardener's
Residence

Cross Estate Site PlarExisting Conditions 2005DBetail A(see Appendix for enlarged versjon
(OCLP, 2005).
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DETAIL B

Carriage
House/Garage

Cross Estate Site PlanExisting Conditions 2005 - Detail Bée Appendix for enlarged versjon
(OCLP, 2005).

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 6 of 82



Cross Estate

Morristown National Historical Park

2
H
£
=
=

Cross Estate Site PlarExisting Conditions 2005 - Detail Gée Appendix for enlarged versjon

(OCLP, 2005).
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Cross Estate Site Plan - Existing Conditions 2005 - Key (OCLP, 2005).

Property Level and CLI Numbers

Inventory Unit Name: Cross Estate

Property Level: Component Landscape
CLI Identification Number: 650046

Parent Landscape: 650157

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code : Morristown National Historical Park -MORR
Park Organization Code: 1830
Park Administrative Unit : Morristown National Historical Park

CLI Hierarchy Description
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Morristown National Historical Park in Morristown, N.J., commemorates a vital phase of the
Revolutionary War The Town of Morristown and various sites within the park served Continental
Army encampment purposes several times between 1777 and 17827 Thacte park is organized

into four noncontiguous units that played a significant role during the occupations. These include
Washingtonis Headquartefsort Nonsenseahe Jockey Hollow Encampment Aresnd the New

Jersey Brigade Encampment Ard#ort Nonsense and Washingtonis Headquarters are located within
the Town of Morristown and the two encampment sites are located several miles to the southwest of
Morristown. The Cross Estatgijthin the New Jersey Brigade Encampment Aveas purchased by

the Park Service to form a link between the New Jersey Brigade and the Jockey Hollow Encampment
units. The estate is thematically different from the other park units with its own features and history as
an early twentieth-century summer retreat.

For purposes of the CLI, the park is inventoried as four landscapes and two component landscapes
corresponding to the park's four unitWashingtots Headquarters, Fort Nonsense, Jockey Hollow, and
the New Jersey Brigade (encampment areas) are inventoried as four landscapes associated with the
American RevolutionWick Farm is a component landscape within Jockey Hollow and the Cross
Estate is a component landscape within New Jersey Brigade. This CLI documents and evaluates the
historical development and existing conditions for the Cross Estate which is inventoried as a separate
component landscape because the property is a 20th-century estate and not related to the park's
military significance.
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Morristown NHP
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{(Component (Component
Landscape) Landscape)

CLI Hierarchy of landscapes and component landscapes (OCLP, 2000).
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The Cross Estate is located within the New Jersey Brigade Encampaijeicent to the Jockey
Hollow Encampment\orristown NHP brochure and OCLR000).
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Concurrence Status

Inventory Status: Complete

Concurrence Status:

Park Superintendent Concurrence: Yes

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 08/11/2005
National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- SHPO Consensus Determination

Date of Concurrence Determination: 09/30/2005

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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Condition reassessment form, July 12, 2011.

Revisions Impacting Change in Concurrence:
Revision Date: 05/02/2005

Revision Narrative:

Major revisions to select sections were completed to this Cultural Landscapes Inventory in
2005 using updated information research and information obtained during a site visit in May
2005. Sections of the CLI which were revised include the Statement of Significance, Physical
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