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Riding Amtrak’s Cardinal

“I'm Riding on That
New River Train...”

Trains and railroading have been the
subject of folk tales and songs for many
years. The trains running through the
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THE NEW RIVER GORGE NATIONAL RIVER — SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
FISHING

From its headwaters in the mountains
of North Carolina to its confluence with
the Gauley River in West Virginia, the
New River is one of the most scenic and
powerful rivers in the eastern United
States.

The National Park Service administers
52 miles of this 62,000 acre river corridor
from Hinton to near Fayetteville, “for the
purpose of conserving and interpreting
outstanding natural, scenic and historic
values and objects in and around the New
River Gorge and preserving as a free
flowing stream an important segment of
the New River in West Virginia for the
benefit and enjoyment of present and fu-
ture generations.”

GEOLOG

Despite its name, the New River is one
of the oldest rivers in the world. Formed
during the Mesozoic Era, it was the main
headwaters branch of an ancient water-
course called the Teays River. As the
Appalachian Plateau was uplifted, the
Teays was powerful enough to downcut
through the rising land and create majes-
tic canyons. The glaciers of the Ice Age
destroyed the Teays system except for
the present day New River which con-
tinues on its ancient northerly course.

WHITEWATER RAFTING

The challenging rapids of the New
River attract whitewater enthusiasts
much like the coal did nearly a century
ago. Numerous outfitters provide guided
trips on the river, sure to thrill all who
accept the challenge of one of the best
white-water rivers in the eastern United
States.

The New River is regarded as one of
the best streams in West Virginia for
smallmouth bass. In addition, mus-
kellunge, walleye, catfish and carp test
the skill of the angler. The state also
stocks some of the tributary streams with
trout.

CULTURAL HISTORY

At one time nearly every mining com-
munity in the New River Gorge had a train
depot similar to the one at Fire Creek.
Today few are left but abandoned roads
lead modern day explorers into the past;
back in time to a day when sawmills
whined, coal was king, and the railroad
was a way of life. Though the towns are
gone, abandoned structures such as the
tipple at Kaymoor and numerous coke
ovens still stand as silent reminders of a
bygone era. What once were bustling
communities are now places where we
come to reflect on our past, to feel and
understand the people who made our
lives what they are today.

NATURAL HISTORY

The New River Gorge is a naturalist's
delight! It has an abundance of aquatic
and terrestrial wildlife and over a thou-
sand species of flowering plants. There
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have been 178 species of birds sighted
within the gorge. Spring is an especially
good time to visit because of the many
woodland wild-flowers and migrating bird
species. But no matter what the season,
the New River Gorge has something to
offer the naturalist in all of us.

VISITOR CENTERS

A variety of Interpretive programs are
offered at the Canyon Rim and Hinton
Visitor Centers. Both centers offer school
programs on a reservation basis and
have a sound/slide orientation film. At
each center, free brochures are avail-
able; additional publications may be
purchased.

At Canyon Rim, located at the New
River Gorge Bridge just north of Fayette-
ville, ranger guided bus tours are offered
in the summer. On Sunday afternoons in
January and February, former gorge resi-
dents come and share what life was like in
now abandoned New River communities.

In Hinton interpretive canoe programs
are given. The third weekend in June is
Railroading Weekend. Folklorists sing
tunes of the rails and retired railroaders
tell stories about the era of the old
steamers.

A summer schedule of programs is
available from the National River.




