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New York’s most vocal proponent of canals, DeWitt Clinton offered vision and 
hyperbole in equal measure when America was still young and full of bold 
plans. And yet, all these years later, why should we not still aim for a course of 
action worthy of ourselves and our country? 

As we near the 200th anniversary of the opening of the Erie Canal, our duty is 
still clear: ensure that the canals that transformed America continue to thrive 
and serve present and future generations. Numerous federal, state, and local 
agencies, organizations, and stakeholders are up to the task. We are grateful to 
work in partnership with many of them to preserve and share our extraordinary 
canal heritage, promote tourism and recreation, and foster community vitality 
along this 500-mile historic waterway. 

The accomplishments highlighted in this report reflect our shared success.  
2022 has been a year of engagement, investment, and impact, fueled by a year 
of support from our many financial contributors. Together, we are achieving 
more than any of us could do alone. 

May the fruits of our labors prove worthy of applause from future New Yorkers.

Established by an Act of Congress in 2000, the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
spans 524 miles across the full expanse of upstate New York. It includes the Erie,  
Cayuga-Seneca, Oswego, and Champlain canals and their historic alignments. The Corridor 
encompasses 4,834 square miles in 23 counties and is home to 3.2 million people.
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“Let us then enter on the discharge of our exalted 
and solemn duties by a course of conduct worthy  
of ourselves and our country; which will deserve the applause 

	 of our constituents, insure the approbation of our own consciences, and call down the 
benediction of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe.” —Governor DeWitt Clinton, January 1, 1828, 

Message to the New York State Legislature
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2022 | By the Numbers

362,681 
Miles logged for the  
Canalway Challenge

2,500 
Students from 24 districts  
attended field trips  
through Ticket to Ride

$259,300 
Grants awarded to 38 non-profit  
organizations and municipalities 

287
Miles of the NYS Canalway 
Water Trail adopted by  
66 volunteer stewards

432,100
People attended  
27 sponsored events

60,000  
Erie Canalway Map & Guides 
distributed

23,400  
Website visits to our  
new online itineraries 

19,500  
Erie Canalway Calendars  
distributed

3,000  
Copies of the NYS Canalway 
Water Trail Guidebook,  
Second Edition printed

$1,442,137
Amount leveraged by working with 
municipal and nonprofit partners



CONNECTING KIDS 
TO THE CANALS

After two years without field trips, we were thrilled 

to once again have connected children and 

classrooms to meaningful learning experiences 

provided by canal museums and historic sites. More than 

2,500 students from 24 school districts took part in field 

trips through the Erie Canalway Ticket to Ride Program.  

An additional 240 students visited National Parks in the  

Erie Canalway, thanks to funding from the National Park 

Foundation Open Outdoors for Kids Program.

In the coming year, we’ll be connecting more kids to the 

canals while also meeting the demand for virtual learning. 

We’ve developed nine dynamic 360 virtual tours of canal 

structures and three 360 tours of national parks with 

corresponding curriculum materials. In addition, we’re 

rolling out new lesson plans to bring the Seneca Lake 

Archeological Survey Project into the classroom. We are 

developing these expanded educational offerings thanks  

to partnerships with the National Park Foundation, NYS 

Canal Corporation, local teachers, and the Seneca Lake 

Archeological Survey Project team. 

“Open OutDoors for Kids grantees are pioneering 
the ways kids and classrooms connect with  
national parks and experience—both in-person 
and virtually—the wonder and complexities of 
nature and history.”
— Will Shafroth, National Park Foundation President and CEO

E D U C AT I O N A L  PA R T N E R S 

Collaboration and coordination are keys to success 

for our programs. We hosted five regional meetups 

with 18 educational partners, conducted three  

field trip assessments, and developed new program 

standards to ensure continued high quality educa-

tional offerings.

•	 Albany Institute of History & Art, Albany
•	 Arkell Museum at Canajoharie, Canajoharie
•	 Camillus Erie Canal Park, Camillus
•	 Chapman Museum & Glens Falls Feeder Canal 

Alliance, Glens Falls
•	 Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum, 

Chittenango
•	 Corn Hill Navigation/Sam Patch Boat Tours, 

Pittsford
•	 Erie Canal Discovery Center, Lockport
•	 Erie Canal Museum, Syracuse
•	 Explore & More, Buffalo
•	 Fort Stanwix National Monument, Rome 
•	 Historic Palmyra, Palmyra
•	 MiSci, Schenectady
•	 Rochester Museum & Science Center, Rochester
•	 Schoharie Crossing State Historic Site, Fort Hunter
•	 Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater  

& Schuylerville
•	 Seneca Museum of Waterways and Industry, 

Seneca Falls
•	 Stephen and Harriet Myers Residence, Albany 
•	 Women’s Rights National Historical Park,  

Seneca Falls 

ENGAGEMENT |  2022
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INSPIRING VISITORS 

Erie Canalway guidebooks, itineraries, newsletters, 

social media, and other visitor information are 

inspiring and helping hundreds of thousands of 

visitors to plan trips to the Canalway Corridor each year. 

The most viewed pages of our website include cycling, 

boating, paddling, maps, and itineraries, which together 

received more than 215,900 views in 2022. 

We released seven new regional multiday itineraries, that 

combine active recreation and sightseeing options, as well as 

suggestions for visitors to enjoy regional foods and beverages. 

Information about accessibility is included to make it easier 

for people of all abilities to experience the canals. 

The Erie Canalway Map & Guide and popular Erie Canalway 

Calendar convey the distinctive sense of place and best 

ways to experience the Canalway Corridor. We are grateful 

to our dedicated network of more than 170 visitor centers, 

historic sites, and libraries who ensure that these materials 

reach residents and visitors alike each year.

“I LOVE NY works to 
ensure that all travelers 
feel welcome to plan a 
New York State get-
away where they can 
find what they love. 
The new itineraries 
complement our efforts 
by highlighting the great 
things that visitors of 
all abilities can see, do 
and experience on New 
York’s Canal System 
and in the surrounding 
communities.” 
— Ross D. Levi, Empire State 
Development Vice President and 
Executive Director of Tourism 

FINGER LAKES CANALWAY 
EXPERIENCE COUNCIL 

Council members continued to play a key role in strength-

ening Erie Canalway’s effectiveness and reach in the Finger 

Lakes Region. They met with local leaders throughout the 

year, spearheaded a meeting with tourism promotion 

agencies, and hosted an open house at Belhurst Castle in 

Geneva in September. These connections are vital steps to 

ensuring the Finger Lakes Region’s strong canal heritage is 

preserved and promoted. 

C O U N C I L  M E M B E R S

•	 Kal Wysokowski, Canandaigua, Committee Chair,  

Erie Canalway Commission
•	 Judy McKinney Cherry, Watkins Glen, Erie Canalway 

Heritage Fund Board
•	 Kevin Clark, Village of Fairport Office of Community and 

Economic Development
•	 Paul Comstock, Erie Canalway Heritage Fund Board
•	 Nigar Hale, Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce
•	 Annette Jimenez Gleason, Rochester Area Community 

Foundation
•	 Susan Holland, Ithaca, Erie Canalway Commission
•	 Nicole Mahoney, Canandaigua, Break the Ice Media
•	 Bob Stivers, Geneva, Stivers Seneca Marine & Lake Street 

Station Winery

CANALWAY RECREATIONAL 
HUB IN THE TONAWANDAS 

Initial planning and collaboration turned to progress on 

the ground this year as we continued working with the 

City of North Tonawanda to develop a recreational 

immersion point at Gateway Harbor of the Tonawandas. 

With a grant provided by Erie Canalway, the city 

installed new bike repair stations, planted 20 new street 

trees, and continued to offer downtown walking tours. 

In addition, the city submitted a strategic investment 

plan of $500,000 as part of its Downtown Revitalization 

Initiative to execute plans for the Recreational Hub 

Project. Wi-fi, solar phone charging stations, an ADA 

compliant kayak launch, wayfinding signage and new 

seating are included in the plan.

A  Y E A R  O F  E N G A G E M E N T
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B O OSTING TOURISM

The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor and the New York 

State Canal Corporation, through the Reimagine the Canals 

initiative, launched a new Tourism Infrastructure and Event 
Grants program to support community-driven tourism and recreation 

along the New York State Canal System. Thirty-eight non-profit organizations 

and municipalities received grants totaling $259,300, which is expected  

to leverage $1.2 million in additional investment. The grants supported  

11 tourism infrastructure and amenity improvements and 27 events that 

were attended by an estimated 432,100 people.  

INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
AMENITY SUPPORT 

•	 Buffalo Maritime Center, Tugboat 

C.L. Churchill Acquisition 
•	 City of Fulton, Indian Point Dock 

Renovation 
•	 City of Little Falls, Rotary Park and 

Marina Improvement Project 
•	 City of Watervliet, Watervliet 

Hudson Shores Dock Park Project 
•	 Fairport Industrial Development 

Agency, Fairport Thomas Creek 

Wetlands Amenities 
•	 Schenectady County Department 

of Economic Development and 

Planning, Mohawk Hudson Bike 

Trail Rest Areas 
•	 Town of Lyons, Elm Street  

Pocket Park 
•	 Town of Macedon, Canal Park 

Inclusive Kayak Launch 
•	 Town of Manlius, Poolsbrook 

Accessible Hand Launch Site 
•	 Town of Saratoga, Hudson River 

Boat Launch Improvements 
•	 Village of Watkins Glen, Clute Park  

Accessibility Improvements 

“I cannot thank you enough for this great news for the Town of Macedon.  
We have been working hard on revitalizing and making all our recreational 
areas handicap accessible. The Erie Canal is one of Macedon’s top highlights, 
and we are looking so forward to everyone—residents, businesses, and 
visitors—enjoying our Town and all our amenities. Thank you again.”
— Kim V. Leonard, Town Supervisor, Macedon

EVENT SUPPORT

•	 Albany Symphony Orchestra, TrailBlaze NY
•	 Camillus Canal Society, Towpath Day, Legacy of the  

Erie Canal
•	 Canal Fest of the Tonawandas, CanalFest 2022
•	 Canal Society of New York State, 2022 New York State 

Canal Conference
•	 Capital Region Chamber, Waterford Canal Festival
•	 City of Rochester, Roc the Riverway Celebration
•	 Explore Buffalo, Canalside Walking Tours
•	 Fulton Jazz Festival Inc., Fulton Jazz Festival
•	 H. Lee White Maritime Museum, Oswego Paddlefest
•	 Little Falls Family YMCA, 35th Annual Little Falls Canal 

Celebration
•	 Macedon Public Library, Macedon Heritage Festival  

on the Erie
•	 Montezuma Historical Society, Path to Freedom:  

The Eliza Story
•	 National Women’s Hall of Fame, 2022 Induction  

Weekend Festival

INVESTMENT |  2022
A  Y E A R  O F

Rotary Park and Marina in Little Falls 

received funds to improve facilities at this 

popular stop on the Erie Canal

•	 Newark Chamber of Commerce, Wine, Craft Beverage,  
and Artisan Festival/Music on the Erie

•	 Parks & Trails New York, Cycle the Erie Canal
•	 Rochester Accessible Adventures, First Mile/Next Mile  

on the Erie Canal
•	 Rome Rotary Club, Rome Canalfest 2022
•	 Rotary Club of Rochester Southwest, Roc River Ride
•	 Seneca Museum of Waterways and Industry,  

Family History Day
•	 Slow Roll Buffalo, Reimagining the Canals by Bike
•	 Sylvan Verona Beach Resort Association, Canal Fest
•	 The Arc Wayne, 4th Annual Color Wayne
•	 Town of Waterford, Tugboat Roundup
•	 Upstate Foundation, TRAID on the Trails
•	 Utica Bike Rescue, Community Bike Days 
•	 Village of Fort Edward Canal Street Marketplace,  

Locktoberfest 
•	 Village of Phoenix, Locktoberfest

Frank Forte
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE 
INVENTORY

Students from the Center for Cultural Landscape 

Preservation at the SUNY College of Environmental 

Science and Forestry in Syracuse undertook field 

work in summer 2022 as part of a pilot inventory of 

cultural landscapes along the New York State Canal 

System. Students assessed the canal and adjacent 

lands in the land-cut canal in Western New York 

and in the canalized river in the Mohawk Valley. 

Erie Canalway secured funding through the 

National Park Service to develop the inventories. 

Recommendations from the pilot project will inform 

efforts to complete a landscape inventory of the 

entire canal system that can be used for planning, 

preservation, and development activities. 

ADVANCING  
MATTON SHIPYARD

Continued investments in the Matton Shipyard Preservation and 
Adaptive Reuse Initiative paid dividends this year as we made 

significant and visible progress at this historic site in Cohoes. Most 

important, the Planing Mill underwent substantial stabilization. Contractors 

repaired or replaced windows, doors, and trim; painted the structure with a 

protective clear coat; and installed flood vents throughout the interior. 

In partnership with the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 

(OPRHP) and with support from the Community Foundation for the Greater 

Capital Region, we also installed five new interpretive signs adjacent to the  

site on the Empire State Trail. Each panel shares part of the history of this  

20th century ship building and repair facility with visitors and passing trail users.  

Funding was secured to continue additional building work, soil remediation, and 

shoreline stabilization. OPRHP awarded the project $484,841 and Congressman 

Paul D. Tonko selected Matton as one of 15 projects in the Capital Region to 

advance for federal support ($505,359) in the 2023 Federal budget. We hosted 

40 federal, state, and local stakeholders for a meeting and site tour in June to 

solidify support for the project.  

 

M AT T O N  S H I P YA R D  

A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E 

•	 John Callaghan, Committee Chair, 
Erie Canalway Commission

•	 Barbara Blanchard, Erie Canalway 

Commission
•	 Alane Ball Chinian, NYS Office  

of Parks, Recreation and Historic 

Preservation 
•	 Art Cohn, Affiliated Scholar: 

Institute of Nautical Archaeology  

at Texas A&M University 
•	 Carlos Cortes, NYS Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation 
•	 Joe Finan, National Park Service 

(retired)
•	 John Joyce, NYS Canal Corporation
•	 Mark Peckham, NYS Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation 

(retired)
•	 Joseph Seman-Graves, City of 

Cohoes

“With a combination of visionary leadership 
and sound investment, we can unleash the 
untapped potential all across our Capital 
Region in ways that will support our residents, 
revitalize our communities, and strengthen 
our businesses.” — Congressman Paul D. Tonko  
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“An incredible trip across New York State— 
scenic, historic, amazing!” 
— Rose B. Duhan, Canalway Challenge 360-Mile End-to-Ender
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Challengers braved the cold for the new 

FEBRUARY 15 Challenge.

Since its start in 2019, individuals, teams, and 
organizations have created nearly 6,000 challenges 
and finishers have logged 970,000 miles. The 
Challenge has drawn participation from 28 U.S. 
states and four countries with an average of 
22-percent of finishers coming from outside  
New York. More than 65 organizations serve as 
Promotional Partners to help us expand our reach.

EXPANDING  
THE CANALWAY 
CHALLENGE 

Whether exploring New York State for the first 

time, reconnecting to the water and trail after 

many years, or accepting a new challenge, 

2022 was a big year for participants of the Canalway 
Challenge. Finishers logged 362,681 miles, the equivalent 

of cycling, walking, and paddling to the moon and halfway 

back. They hit the trail in new regions, and connected with 

friends, family, and even strangers, to discover all they can 

do along New York’s extraordinary canals. Along the way, 

participants made more than 25,900 visits to communities, 

restaurants, museums, and other attractions and generated 

an estimated economic impact of nearly $1 million.

The Canalway Challenge received a 2022 New York State 
Tourism Excellence Award from the New York State 

Tourism Industry Association (NYSTIA). This year’s awards 

acknowledged contributions to the recovery and resurgence 

of tourism in New York State.

  

  
 T R A C I N G  H I S T O R Y

T R A C K I N G  M I L E S

6,000
Approximate number  
of Challenges created 

970,000
Miles logged

22
Percentage of finishers 

from outside NYS

65
Promotional 

partners

Individuals, teams, and organizations created 

1,848 Challenges in 2022.

I had the best time this year getting my miles 
with friends and family! We traveled all over 
biking, kayaking, walking, and exploring the 
Erie Canal. Thank you for coming up with this 
Challeng—I can’t wait to try new locations  
next year!!! — Karen Fine, 360-Mile End-to-Ender
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N Y S  C A N A LW AY  

W AT E R  T R A I L  A D V I S O R Y 

C O M M I T T E E

•	 Karl Beard, NPS Rivers, Trails, and 

Conservation Assistance (retired)
•	 Fred Bonn, NYS Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation
•	 Mike Cavanaugh, American 

Canoe Association 
•	 Paul Comstock, Erie Canalway 

Heritage Fund Board
•	 Sasha DelPeral, NYS Canal 

Corporation 
•	 Kris Fitzgerald, 2k Design 
•	 Scott Keller, Hudson River Valley 

Greenway 
•	 Alex Kuttesch, Montgomery 

County 
•	 Donna Larkin, Upstate Kayak 

Rentals

STEWARDING THE NYS 
CANALWAY WATER TRAIL

The 198th canal season brought excellent conditions for paddling 

and great news for the Water Trail. In June, the New York State 

Canal System, including the Erie, Champlain, Oswego, and 

Cayuga-Seneca canals, received special recognition from the U.S. Department 

of the Interior as one of the nation’s newly designated National Water 
Trails. This recognition solidifies the NYS Canalway Water Trail as a historic 

and recreational gem and brings significant recognition to our work to make 

the NYS Canal System a premier paddling destination.

STEWARDSHIP 

We grew our group of Water Trail 

Stewards from 41 in 2021 to 66 in 

2022, resulting in 287 miles of 

waterway adopted, an increase of  

128 miles over last year. This dedicated 

group of volunteers made 675 site 

visits, filled 266 trash bags, and spent  

982 hours cleaning and maintaining 

launch areas, and assisting visitors. 

What an impact!

PADDLE  
THE CANALS 

Our third annual paddling event, 

designed to introduce people to the 

Water Trail, drew more than 100 people 

to the Erie Canal on August 6. The 

5.5-mile guided paddle began in 

Baldwinsville and culminated at 

Onondaga Lake Park in Syracuse with 

a picnic lunch. Watch for news of  

our 2023 paddling event on the 

Champlain Canal in celebration of  

the Champlain’s bicentennial.  

HOT OFF  
THE PRESS 

Released in October, the NYS 
Canalway Water Trail Guidebook 
and Map Set, Second Edition 

unlocks paddling adventures on the 

Erie, Champlain, Oswego, and 

Cayuga-Seneca canals. The second 

edition includes more than 20 new 

launch sites, new outfitters and 

businesses, and updated information 

about camping and amenities. 

287
Miles of the NYS Canalway 

Water Trail adopted

66
Water Trail 
Stewards

675
Site visits

266
Trash bags 

filled

982
Hours spent  

by volunteers

“These new trails will help expand community connections to 
green spaces where children can play, families can connect, and 
a love and appreciation for the outdoors can be nurtured.”
— Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland 
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Leadership Circle ($10,000+)
Empire State Development’s Division 

of Tourism/I LOVE NY
Montgomery County and the New 

York State Department of State 
under Title 11 of the Environmental 
Protection Fund

National Park Foundation, with the 
generous support of partners 
including Union Pacific Railroad and 
donors across the country

National Park Service
New York State Canal Corporation/

New York Power Authority  
New York State Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation
The Bender Family Foundation

Legacy Partners ($5,000-9,999)
Albany County Convention and 

Visitors Bureau of The Community 
Foundation for the Greater Capital 
Region

Brookfield Renewable 
Amy Durland
National Grid

Heritage Supporters ($1,000-4,999)
2k Design
American Canoe Association/L.L. Bean
Tom & Paula Blanchard
Carl & Suzanne Blowers
BoatUS
Judy & Philip Cherry
Paul L. Comstock
Environmental Design & Research (EDR)
Erie Canal Harbor Development 

Corporation
Greenbriar Construction Services, LLC
Mark P. & Roxanne A. Hettler
M&T Charitable Foundation
Paul & Linda Neureuter
Northwest River Supplies, Inc. (NRS)
Placid Boatworks
Harry Sicherman
Stewart’s Shops
Alan & Linda Vincent

S U P P O R T  &  R E V E N U E
n	 Federal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $840,829

n	 State & Local . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         $721,814

n	 Contributions, Grants & Sponsorships . . . .     $149,379

n	 In-kind Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  $104,673

n	 Program Fees & Other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $6,427

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $1,823,122

By working with municipal and nonprofit partners,  
Erie Canalway leveraged $1,442,137 in FY2022 in 
support of program and project activities. 

* The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor benefits from the work of two entities—a federal Commission and the nonprofit Erie Canalway Heritage Fund, Inc. 
These simplified financial statements reflect a summary of both entities. The Commission auditor is Jones & Company, PC. The Heritage Fund auditor is Cusack & 
Company, CPAs LLC. More detailed and audited financial statements for both entities may be requested by contacting our office. In addition, financial statements for 
the Erie Canalway Heritage Fund may be obtained from the NYS Office of the Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, www.charitiesnys.com or (212) 416-8686.

E X P E N S E S
n  Preserve & Share  
     Our Extraordinary Heritage . . . . . . . . . . . .             $813,043

n  Promote the Corridor as a  
     World Class Destination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                $435,862

n  Foster Vibrant Communities  
     Connected by the Waterway . . . . . . . . . . .            $437,151

n  Program Support, Management & 
     Resource Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $168,261   

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $1,854,317

Note: individual donations through 12/21/2022. Our sincere apologies for any errors or 
omissions. Please contact us at 518-237-7000 x 207 with any corrections.

D ONATIONS, GRANTS AND SPONSORSHIP S

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
For the period October 1, 2021 through September 30, 2022

Thanks to the efforts of the 
upstate New York Congressional 
delegation, led by Representative 
Paul Tonko, Erie Canalway’s  
authority to receive funding and 
its federal Commission were 
extended to 9/30/37. In addition, 
Erie Canalway’s cumulative 
funding cap was raised from  
$14 to $16 million, providing 
space to receive another three 
years of federal funding at 
current funding levels.

Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Kal Wysokowski

Businesses, Organizations and 
Foundations (up to $999)
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Online Giving Foundation Inc.
Bill & Jan Brown Family Fund
Captain Bob Services, LLC
C&S Foundation, Inc.
Disney Corporation—Employee 

Matching Program
GE Foundation
Hock Family Fund
Keith Boas Photography
Marra’s Pharmacy
Mohawk Valley Marine, Inc.
Penman Partners, Dennis Penman
Rant, LLC, Ray Rybak
Sinatra & Company
Robert and Susan Touhsaent 

Charitable Fund at the Rochester 
Area Community Foundation

United Way of Buffalo & Erie County
United Way of Central New York
United Way of Greater Capital Region
Waterford Canal and Towpath Society
Werner Paddle
Xylem, Inc.

Individuals
Anonymous
Edmund Adamus
John & Kathleen Albertini
Bob Ames
MaryBeth Andersen & Gordon Graham
Gayle Anderson & Sidney Fleisher
Lex Anderson
Susan Kyle Anthony
Bob Arnold & Marie Bell
Donna & Jim Atkinson
Michael Aubrey
Amos Baehr
Fred J. Bagley
Barb & Tom Bailey 
Barbara Bailey
Ronald & Lynda Bailey

John G. Baker
Carol Barkauskas
Martin Barron &  

Laura Abbott
Kent Barwick
Eric Baumgartner
Thomas Beardsley
Grace Bennett
Barbara Blanchard
Karen A. Bovay
Mark C. Boylan
Paul Bredderman Sr.
Dudley Breed
Kathy A. Briggs
Paul & Stacy Brodfuehrer
Shirley Brodginski
Mary Ann Brody
Clinton & Alma Brown
Douglas Brown
Jeff Brown
Randall Brown
Kelly Buck
David Budgar
Richard T. Busch
Rosemary Button
Dennis Caisse
John Callaghan
George & Pauline Cameron
Daniel Cane
Sharon Canfield
Sara Capen
John Carboni
Joe Carey
Madeleine Carey
Dudley & Nan Carlson
Richard & Lorraine Carlson
Mona & Darryl Caron
James Carr
Sharon & John Carroll
Harold Casper
E. Jacqueline Cassaniti
Larry & Joanne Catallo
Lawrence Cathcart
Sally Chaffee
Sam & Caroline Chapin
John Cima
Kevin Clark
Story Clark
Kathleen Clarke

Lois Cogovan
Frederick & Maura Cohen
Richard Collins
Teresa Coluccio-Nare
Aaron Connor
John Cook
Linda & Bob Cooley
Georgia Cooper
Leonard & Mary Corwin
Stephen & Cynthia Cotten
Tonya Coulter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cox
Charles M. Craig
Jeffrey & Eileen Crane
Arnie Cubbins
Robert Culm
Kathleen & Lucien Curre
Terry Czech
David Czechowski
Mary Danner
Judson W. Davis
Marie Davis
Timothy de Valroger
Frank Dean
Linda Delfs
Anthony DeLuca
Kathleen Desko
Scott Devonshire
Henry S. Dewey Jr.
Carolyn & Dan DiDuro
Judy DiSanto
Karl Doll
Richard & Naneen Drosse
Barbara A. Dunadee
Norm Eaton
Scott R. Eidman
David Ellingson
Robert W. Elliott
Marilyn Elting
Victoria Erickson
Lisa Everts
William Fahy
Jeannette Fanelli
Susan Farnsworth
Neil & Lynn Farrar
Jed Fife
Donna Fifield
Joseph & Mary Finan
Bill & Emily Finch
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Cheryl Fisher
William & Michelle Flaglor
Elizabeth A. Fleury
Stephen Fogus
Alice L. Fornuto
Walter & Luella Fox
Marlene Francis
Thomas Gaisser
Bonnie L. Getz
Phillip Gioia
Andrea F. Golden
William J. Goodwin
Steven Gosset
Carol A. Goulah
Gale Graham
Michael Grimm
Katherine Griswold
James Groves
Jonathan Hall
Dr. Helen & Chris Haller
Patricia Hallman
Eric J. Hamilton
Helen Marie & Henry 

Hanff, MD
Joan & John Hannes
Jay Harding
Susan J. Harkins
Susan S. Hartwell
Patti & Bob Hatton
Mr. & Mrs. James W. 

Hazel
Thomas & Betsy Helfrich
Robert & Norma 

Henderson
William & Susan Henion
William & Gail Heussler
Eileen Hicks
Vicki Hill
Russ & Beth Hilleke
John Hilley
Delphine Hoak
Russell & Sandra Huber
Karen Hultz
Terri & Rich Indyk
Joseph E. Ingro
Peter & Lynn Jablonski
David Jaeger
Kenneth B. James
Virginia James
Diane Jennings
Alex Johnson
Teresa Jones
Eileen Kaiser
Judith Katra
Lela Katzman & Jonathan 

Koppel
Marcia O. Kees

Sean Kelleher
David & Aloyse Kier
J. Kilbride
Bruce Dale Kimble
Mr. & Mrs. Edward B. 

King
David Kinyon
Benjamin Kirk
Andy Kitzmann
Megan Klein
Linda Klimek
Arlo Klinetob
Phillip Garry Klink
Marilyn & John Knarvik
Linda Knight
John Koella
Michael Kostrzewski
Mark Kouwe
Tim Kovaleski
R. Scott Kretchma
Barbara Kruger
Abhas Kumar
Ronald Kysiak & Diane 

Lupke
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

LaCroix
John & Lori Lacitignola
Jill Ladd
Mick La Lopa
Mr. & Mrs. R. Lavine
Kathryn Lawrence
Phil & Caryn Leary
Marlene Ledbetter
Norm Lee
Leopold Leeds
Sharon Leighton
Robert & Julie Lennon
Scott Lescalleet
Aldie K. Levine
Pam Lewis
Amy Lidestri
Immaculata & Frederick 

Lieber
Michael & Janice Litz
Douglas & Tamie Logan
John & Lisa Lutz
Liza Lyon
Laura Lyons-Swift
Lynn MacDonald
Daniel & Jean Mackay
Connie MacMillan
Christian & Kimberley 

Maier
Ruth Maier
Cindy Major
John E. Makar
Michael R. Makar

Mark Maniak
Richard & Anna Marchant
David Marks
W. John & Elizabeth F. 

Marosek
Katie Martin
Dennis Martinez
Lawrence Martling
Lynn Masley
Steven Mathiesen
Gregg Matyas
Monica Maxwell & Ilmar 

Paegle
Gary S. Maybee
Bobbie McCready Parrish
Barbara McCutcheon
Mrs. Francis McGinty
Margaret Jean McKee
Linda & John McLean
Paul T. McMahon
Carol & Joel 

Meisenheimer
Frederick Messerly
Michael Metzger
Sarah G. Metzger
Susan Mierzwa
John Miknavich
David & Gail Miller
James & Ivonne Miller
Robert Milspaw
David Mitchell
Victor Mlawski
Eileen Mohr
Margaret Montgomery
Aidan Moran
Rochelle R. Moroz
Richard Morrisroe
Paula M. Morse
Kate Morse
Thomas Morton
Sherry Moschgat
Susan Mosior
Thomas & Christiane 

Moughan
Paul Murphy
Jennifer Mussell
Randy Muth
James Myers & Sarah 

Bilofsky
Karen Nadeau
Elizabeth M. Netzband
Mr. & Mrs. H. Ross Ney
Bill Oak
Allan P. Odell
Yvonne Ogonowski
Ted Olsen
Kathy & Don Olszowka

Mary Oonk
Cliff Oram
Peter J. Ott
Nigel & Gillian Ottman
Brad Packard 
Richard T. Paget
Christina Parker
Mary Ann Parsons
Debra Pasch
John F. Payment
Mabel Paynter
Donna Peasley
Robert M. Peck
Marcia Pence
Mary Perry
Robert Peterson
Stephen Petro
Susan Pettengill
Marilyn Petz
Capt. Jon Phaler
Ronald & Geraldine 

Pinkerton
Christopher C. Post
Nancy Potter
Prasad Prabhu
Suzanne Punch
Susan Quimby
Howard S. Radley
Bob Radliff
T.S. Raymond
Raynor Family
Sharon L. Regan
Andrew A. Reilly
Norman Resnick
Stephen F. Reul &  

Miriam E. Kramer
Mariana L. Rhoades
Tom Richardson
Rick & Jan Richmond
Kathleen L. Riley
Patricia Rinaldi
Carol Ritz
Gertrude Rodean
Anne E. Rogers
Aaron Rowe
Mary Ruiz
Jeffrey Rupp
Eugene Salerni
Gary Sauda
James P. Saunders
William Saylor II
Sharie Sblendorio
Michael Scammacca
Lawrence P. Scherer
Robert Schmidt
Joe & Claudia Schmitz
Frederick Schroeder

Mary S. Schultz
Kimberly & Mitch Seager
Suzanne Searing
Sharon R. & Mark G. Seidel
Michael Sendor
S. Ali Shah
Michael & Kirsten Shelly
Peter Sheppard
Carol Sheriff
Bob Shibley
Tim Shine
Gary & Diane Shirley
John Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Howard & 

Ilysse Siers
Halldor Sigurdsson
Matthew & Ashley Simoni
Robert Sikora
Holly Sinnott & Peter 

Murad
Christopher Sitterson
Karen F. Smallman
Pieter & Carol Smeenk
Catherine Smith
Herrick H. Smith
Jeffrey Smith
Leon Smith
Mary E. Smith
Robert Smith
Edwin W. Snyder
Thomas Somerville
George Sommerfield
Anthony Spano
Michael Stanek
Robert & Kathi Stanley
Sarah Steele
Patrick Stenshorn
Charles H. Stephanski
Mary Liz Stewart
Frederick Stock
Donnan M. Stoicovy
Robert Stopper
Thomas E. Stover
Scott Suba
John P. Sugar
Susan Mendiola Sugar 
Ivan Surma
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Surman
Robert D. Swan
Roger & Patricia Swanson
Joy Swensen
Gail Swinburne
Andrew Tarr
Richard Tatlock
Janette Teetsel
Michael D. Terranova, MD
Barbara J. Thomas

James Thomas
Frank Thyrring
David Tiberio
David A. Tiedemann
Rich & Sue Tobe
Erin Tobin
Kay Tomasi
Michael Treadwell
Donna Trotter
Elaine Troy
Ralph F. Turner Jr.
Frederick Urrutia
Nancy A. Vaccaro
Louis Valinoti
Mary Van Siclen
Roy Vanderwall
Linnea VanTassel
Vicki Viccaro
Frederic Viglione &  

Donna Doll
Patricia Voorhis
Kathryn Vreeland & Jonathan Eld
David Wakeman
George & LaVonne Walker
Edward Walton
Capt. & Mrs. Daniel Wasneechak, 

USN(R)
Marile Waterstraat
Mark Weber
R. Thomas & Christine Weeks
Mervyn & Jane Weerasinghe
D.H. Wells
Peter & Trish Welsby
Lynne H. Whetzel
Gary & Suzy Wilson
Richard Wilson
Jack & Julie Winn
Donna Winters
Carol Wise
Margaret L. Wolfers
Steven & Marion Woodworth
Albert J. Wright, III
John Wright
Brian Yates & Kate Gagliardi
Jean M. Yost
Robert Young
Susan Zampella

In Honor Of

Paul Comstock
Janis Comstock Sloane

Mr. Harvey Botzman
Tim Doherty

Bob Radliff
2k Design, Kris Fitzgerald

Chris Reed
Teresa Doyle

Brian Santoro
Susan Lindquist

In Memory Of

Gail Brown
Allyson Brown Hutson

Kathi (Minore) Campbell
Marsha Porter

Paul E. Covell
Margaret Covell

Ken & Jane Doran
Daniel Doran

Dr. Fred Dowaliby
Dr. Bernadette Skobjak

Thomas X. Grasso
David Wahl

William P. Jorgensen
Shirley Anne Jorgensen

Michael Marchese
Katherine Boyd

Thomas Christopher  
(Chris) Purple

Cassie Hartogs
Bob Purple

Nora Studier
Lynne B. Williamson

Douglas J. Wilson
Margaret Hill
Barbara A. Wilson

In-Kind Goods and Services
2k Design
Adirondack Sports & Fitness
Benchemark Printing, Inc.
Onondaga County Sheriff’s Office
National Park Service
New York State Canal Corporation/

New York Power Authority
New York State Office of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic 
Preservation

New York State Troopers—Marine
Phil Scalia Photography
Upstate Kayak Rentals, Inc.
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary—

Division 15

Contractors and Consultants 

25th Hour Accounting Solutions
2k Design
Peter Arruda
Stephanie Baran
Sarah Bilofsky
Melanie Bowman         
C&S Engineers, Inc.
Call of the Loon Productions
Cusack & Company, CPAs LLC
Elevation Ten Thousand
Frank Forte Photography
Gallo Construction 
Lynn Girven
Khione Consulting, Sharon 

Leighton
Kingdom Services Unlimited, LLC
Krow Media
LaBella 
Donna Wright Mosher
Susan Moyle Lynch
Needlewatcher, LLC
Kathleen O’Dea
Rochester Accessible Adventures
The Coppola Firm
USM Solutions, LLC
Web Instinct

Water Trail 
Volunteer Stewards 

Heidi Alford
Kerry Andrews
Christopher Bowman
Hannah Bowman
Molly Brown
Sara Catalano
Fred DeBergh
Marcus DeBergh
Sherrie DeBergh
Anne DeWitte
Heather Engelhart
Kathleen Farrell
Teresa Gable
Andrew Garber
Marianne Gillespie 
Patrick Gillespie
Julie Glynn
Ed Greiner
Kim Greiner
Jude Hammer
Olivia Kaye
Thatcher Kaye
Deborah Kidder
Paul Kidder
Jeremy Koscis
Martin Lamay
Donna Lashbrook
Jennifer Loviglio
Val Macer

Jennifer Mays
Alison McCabe
Robin McCondichie
Mary McNeill
Bryce Mulcahy
Heather Mulcahy
Scott Mulcahy
Kathy Myers
Casey Norris
Kim O’Connell
Jacob Plyler
Jeremy Plyler
Nino Polidori
Barb Rathbun
Karen Reamer
Joyel Richardson
Peter Schuch
Ina Sham
Ken Sikorski
Lynda Sikorski
Kacie Simzer
Noreen Smith
Michael Strangia 
Susan Strangia
Carol Thomas
Carol Thomas
Terry Thomas
Tim Thomas
David Truland
Beth Walker
Rick Walker
Jane Weerasinghe
Mark Wells
Mark Jane Witkiewitz
Jan Wolski
Peter Young
Scott Ziomek

Note: Donations through 12/21/2022. Our 
sincere apologies for any errors or omissions. 
Please contact us at 518-237-7000 x 207 with 
any corrections.

D O N A T I O N S ,  G R A N T S  A N D  S P O N S O R S H I P S ,  continued
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C O R R I D O R  C O M M I S S I O N
Officers
Chair	 Kal Wysokowski, Canandaigua
Vice Chair 	Harry Sicherman, Lockport
Secretary 	 Susan Herlands Holland, Ithaca
Treasurer 	 Carl Blowers, Montour Falls
Ex Officio	 Gay Vietzke, Secretary of the  
	 Interior Designee
Past Chair	 Barbara Blanchard, Albany 

Commissioners
Paul Beyer, NYS Department of State
Fred Bonn, NYS Office of Parks, Recreation,  

and Historic Preservation
Clinton Brown, Buffalo
John Callaghan, Waterford
James Farr, Rochester
Pieter Smeenk, Fairport
Mary Elizabeth Stewart, Albany
Brian Stratton, NYS Canal Corporation
Alan Vincent, Little Falls
Peter Wiles Jr., Skaneateles (At-Large) 

H E R I TA G E  F U N D  B O A R D
Officers
Chair	 Judy McKinney-Cherry,  
	 Watkins Glen
Vice Chair	 Paul Comstock, Houston, Texas
Secretary	 Kimberly M. Seager, South Dakota
Treasurer	 Mark Hettler, Liverpool 
Past Chair	 Paul R. Neureuter, East Amherst

Members
Carl Blowers, Montour Falls*
Robert Elliott, Croton-on-Hudson
Marilyn Higgins, Canastota
Susan Herlands Holland, Ithaca*
Kate Morse, Greenwich
Harry Sicherman, Lockport*
Erin Tobin, Albany
Kal Wysokowski, Canandaigua*

*Commission representative

PA S T  C O M M I S S I O N 
C H A I R S
Eric Mower, Founding
Joseph Callahan
Judy Schmidt-Dean
Russell Andrews
Pieter Smeenk
Barbara Blanchard

L E A D E R S H I P

S TA F F
Bob Radliff, Executive Director
Rosemary Button, Director of Finance Administration
Mona Caron, Program Manager
Duncan Hay, Historian (National Park Service)
Diane Jennings, Administrative Services Director
Andy Kitzmann, Assistant Director
Jean Mackay, Director of Communications and Outreach
Ashley Quimby-Simoni, Program Manager
Patrick Stenshorn, Education Program Manager

CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
U.S. Senators
Charles Schumer
Kirsten Gillibrand

U.S. Representatives 
Patrick Ryan (19th District)
Paul Tonko (20th District) 
Elise Stefanik (21st District) 
Claudia Tenney (22nd District) 
Joseph Sempolinski (23rd District)
John Katko (24th District)
Joseph Morelle (25th District) 
Brian Higgins (26th District) 
Chris Jacobs (27th District)

T R A N S I T I O N S 
We lost a legend this year with the passing of Professor Thomas X. Grasso. 
Tom served as President of the Canal Society of New York State from  
1979-2016 and as an Erie Canalway Commissioner from 2002-2019. His 
long legacy includes spearheading the creation of the Port Byron Old Erie 
Canal Heritage Park, bringing two World Canals Conferences to Rochester, 
heading Inland Waterways International from 2002 to 2010, leading 
international canal tours, and passing on his love for canals to generations.

Many thanks to Joe Finan and Brad Packard for their service to the 
Commission and Heritage Fund Board, respectively. 

We will welcome several new Commissioners in 2023: 
Laura DiBetta, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Bonney Hartley, Stockbridge-Munsee Community
Sean Kelleher, NY-21
Cornelius Murphy, NY-24
Steve Ranalli, Empire State Development 
Damali Wynter, NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets


