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FOREWORD
We mzy view the role of the Indian in the story of our
national expansion from iwo signiificant angies:

First, we may observe the cultures of the North Americans,
as they were at tie time of first white centact, iIn an eifort
to discern the pmeculiar traits of these aboriginal cultures
{uses of materials, habits of thought ead action, etc.) which
later nelped %o influence the course of naticnal expansion.

Second, we may observe the actual contacits between the
Indians and whites during the historic neriod (trading, mis-
sions, treaties, wars, etc.) in an effort to discern the part
these confacts played in the expansicn story.

Following this two-fold dlvisicn, our cutline of the role
. of the Indian in the expansica story will be treated in two
sections: Part I, The Background of Aborig’ .al America.
Part 11, Removing the Indian Barrier.
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