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fOSEWOED 

We may view the role of the Indian in the story of our 
national expansion from W o significant angles: 

First, we may observe the cultures of the North Americans, 
as they were at the time of first white contact, in an effort 
to discern the peculiar traits of these aboriginal cultures 
(uses of materials, habits of thought and action, etc.) which 
later helped to influence the course of national expansion. 

Second, we may observe the actual contacts between the 
Indians and whites during the historic period (trading, mis
sions, treaties, wars, etc.) in an effort to discern the part 
these contacts played in the expansion story. 

Following this two-fold division, our outline of the role 
of the Indian in the expansion story will be treated in two 
sections: Part I, She Background of Aborig:'. .hi America. 
Part II, Removing the Indian Barrier. 
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THE HOLE OP THE IHDIAH IS THE ETFAHSIOH STORY 

PART I 

THE llaCKGROITHI) OP ABORIGINAL AMERICA 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The word " I n d i a n " . This word scents f i r s t to have boon a p p l i e d t o the 
a b o r i g i n e s of the Hew World by Columbus, i n a l e t t e r dated February 1493, 
i n which he wrote of the " Ind ios" he had with him. I t was the g e n e r a l 
b e l i e f of t h e day t h a t Columbus, i n h i s f a t e f u l voyage of 1492, had reached 
I n d i a , The te rm, in s p i t e of i t s mis lead ing conno t a t i on , has been taken 
over and p r e s e r v e d i n the languages of t h e c i v i l i z e d world. Trie term has 
been p e r p e t u a t e d and s a n c t i f i e d through u s e . In s p i t e of p e r i o d i c e f f o r t s 
of s t i c k l e r s f o r te rminology to s u b s t i t u t e a l e s s ambiguous t o r n , t h e i r 
p r o p o s a l s have never r ece ived wide r e c o g n i t i o n . Today the word "Indian" 
i s a s commonly onrployed as ever . Usua l ly i t i s q u a l i f i e d t o d i s t i n g u i s h 
these people from n a t i v e s of Ind ia through the use of the t e r n "American 
Ind i an" , and, fo r those n a t i v e peop le s Horth of Mexico, "Horth American 
I n d i a n " , 

The Or ig in and An t iq u i t y of t h e Ind ian . We need not concern our
se lves wi th t h e d e t a i l s of the con t rove r sy t h a t has been waged ''o-j white 
men f o r c e n t u r i e s over the o r i g i n and a n t i q u i t y of tho Ind ian . I t i s 
s u f f i c i e n t t o 3 t a t e t h a t today the theory of A s i a t i c o r i g i n of the Ind ian 
i s q u i t e g e n e r a l l y he ld by load ing a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s , a s i s t h e h y p o t h e s i s 
t h a t t h e s e people reached the Hew World v i a Alaska and /o r the E l e u t i a n 
I s l a n d s through movements of r e l a t i v e l y smal l , already'' c u l t u r a l l y d i v e r s e , 
groups of Stone Ago hun t ing p e o p l e s . There i s no gene ra l agreement as 
t o the da te when t h i s movement began, a l though a number of c o n s e r v a t i v e 
s t u d e n t s a r e want to a l low a s much a s 20,000 y e a r s f o r tho a n t i q u i t y of 
the I n d i a n i n tho New World. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t , from our v iewpoin t , t h a t 
the Ind ian was no newcomer to the western hemisphere , t ha t he had dwelt 
i n and p e r f e c t e d h i s a d a p t a t i o n to the Hew World environment f o r thousands 
of yea r s be fo re the time of Columbus. 

The Unity of the Indian Race. D i s p i t e marked d i f fe rences among t h e 
Ind ians i n plrysiognomy, c o l o r , s t a t u r e , head form and o ther d e t a i l s of 
physique and genera l behav io r , the p h y s i c a l a n t h r o p o l o g i s t cons ide r s t h e 
American I n d i a n s , from the A r c t i c t o Cape Horn, as members of one r a c e , 
a race more c l o s e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e ye l low peoples of Asia than t o tho 
whi tes of Europe, 

The Divers i ty of Ind ian Language and C u l t u r e . More s i g n i f i c a n t , from 
our po in t of view, than the r a c i a l u n i t y of the I n d i a n s , was the g r e a t 
d i v e r s i t y of language and c u l t u r e t h a t e x i s t e d i n t h e Hew World when i t 
was d i scovered by whi te men, Tho Ind ians possessed no common language , 
no u n i v e r s a l , s t anda rd i zed method of making a l i v i n g . The d i v e r s i t y of 
l anguage , probably of p re -Ancr ican o r i g i n , was f u r t h e r a ccen tua t ed by 
c e n t u r i e s of development of l o c a l groups i n r e l a t i v e i s o l a t i o n . The wide 
range- of geographical environment, in t h e Hew World, wi th i t s a r e a s of 
f o r e s t s , mountains, p l a i n s and d e s e r t s , i t s unevenly d i s t r i b u t e d types of 


