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The Southwest Regional Office 
building of the National Park 
Service is on a site of just over 
eight acres at a bend in Old 

Santa Fe Trail. 
The Spanish Pueblo Revival-style 

building is an adobe structure of 24,000 
square feet, built with an irregular plan 
around a central patio. 

The layout and room configurations 
are romantically reminiscent of a mis­
sion compound. The architecturally 
dominant section of the building is two 
stories in height and houses the im­
pressive entrance, the lobby, and the 
upstairs offices. The remainder of the 
building is one story. 

The foundation of the main building 
is stone. The battered adobe walls vary 
from 3 to 5 feet thick and are finished 
with cement stucco. The flat roof is 
edged with parapets and drained with 
canales that extend out from the ex­
terior walls. The roof is supported by 
vigas (peeled-log roof beams) and hewn-
squared beams. Floors in the lobby, con­
ference room and portal are flagstone. 
Posts supporting the roofs above the 
portal are peeled logs capped with 
decorative corbels and hewn lintels. 

The main entrance into the building 
has double doors flanked by massive 
buttresses, again mimicking South­
western mission structures. The doors 
each have 12 inset panels, sandblasted 
and marked with saws to appear as if 
they had been constructed with primi­
tive tools. 

This attention to fine detail is evi­
dent throughout the structure. A large 
hewn lintel spans the opening above 
the door, leading into the lobby. Impor­
tant features of the lobby include the 
impressive hewn beams of the ceiling; 
the hammered-tin chandeliers that light 
the cool, dark space; the hand-carved 
furniture of Spanish-Pueblo Revival 
design; and the lighted painting of 
Stephen Mather (first director of the 
National Park Service) that hangs in 

the lobby. The lobby is a most im­
pressive entrance. The conference room 
and the offices are less imposing spaces. 
The high ceilings of the conference 
room, again embellished with tin 
chandeliers, receive natural light 
through the French doors. The pale 
finish of the massive hand-carved fur­
niture contributes to this lighter feeling. 
The doors open to a portal and a small 
patio. Upstairs is the office of the 
Regional Director, the architectural 
details — exposed vigas, corner fireplace, 
2-foot window sills and decorative 
details including Navajo rugs and fur­
niture — give the room its feeling of 
importance. 

Other amenities incorporated into the 
building's design contribute to its ap­
peal. The patios, for instance, are 
roofless rooms that exemplify the 
indoor-outdoor quality of this style of 
architecture. The focal point of the 
central patio, for example, is a small 
pool (complete with carp). The pool, 
along with the planters are all edged 
with buncos (built-in benches). 

The entire building is richly textured 

with moveable and built-in decorative 
elements: hand-built furniture and 
hammered-tin fixtures of Spanish-
Pueblo Revival design. The furniture 
and light fixtures were designed by ar­
chitect Cecil Doty to complement his 
architectural design of the building. 
The furniture is of mortise-and-tenon 
construction with spindles carved in 
spiral designs. Major pieces are the con­
ference room tables and chairs, which 
Doty patterned after some drawings of 
early New Mexican furniture in the 
Palace of the Governors. The hammered-
and-pierced tin lights are all electrified 
and vary in size from large chandeliers 
in the main lobhy to small one-bulb 
lanterns in the portal. 


