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INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope:

Section 120 (a) of Public Law 96-199 directed the Secretary of the Interior
"to conduct a survey of sites which he deems exhibit qualities most appro-
priate for the commemoration of each former President of the United States.”

The scope of the study, as defined by the Law

may include sites associated with the deeds, leadership,
or lifework of a former President, and it may identify
gites or structures historically unrelated to a former
President but which may be suitable as a memorial to
honor such President.*

This report has been prepared in response to the cited legislation and
discussion with the staff of the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

The study incorporates descriptions of all National Parks, National Memorials,
and National Historic Landmarke closely associated with the former Chief Exec-
utives, as well as information on many properties that have not been granted
national historic recognition, and data on important structures that no longer
stand. The latter categories of properties are included to permit a general
survey of each President's career and to place in context those Presidential
sites and structures that have achieved the national designations.

This report makes no recommendations for further study under Section 120(b)

of the Law, which provides that the Secretary may undertake further studies

of properties identified im the inventory for potential addition to the National
Park System as National Historic Sites. The Secretary may subsequently address
that responsibility in a separate document.

Organization:

National Parks, National Memorials, and Natiomal Historic Landmarks associated
with the Presidents are listed in the Table that follows this introduction.

" Some properties included have relationships to the institution of the

Presidency or to many Presidents, but the majority commemorate individual

Presidents. -

Descriptions of the Nationmal Parks, National Memorials, and National Historic
Landmarks appear in the inventories of properties associated with each
President that make up the greatér part of the report. Also forming a part

* The full text of the relevant Section of Public Law 96-199 appears at the
end of this Introduction. . )
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of these inventories are data on the properties and sites that lack these
designations. Regardless of their administrative affiliations and levels of
national recognition, all properties associated with each President are drawn
together to form a comsolidated treatment of his career.

Nationally important properties associated with the institution of the Presidency
and to which many Presidents are related are described im a separate section
preceding the individual Presidential inventories. Further explanatory notes
appear at the point in the text where the inventories begin.

Characterization of Presidential Properties:

An extraordinarily diverse collection of structures and sites have significance
in relation to the Chief Executives. The full spans of their lives, both before
and after theilr Presidential terms, are represented in the inventory. A number
of the properties are widely known international shrines, such as the Lincoln
Home, Mount Vernmon, and the Lincoln, Jefferson, and Washington Memorials in
Washington, D.C.; others, even some of those under National Park Service
jurisdiction, are little known, such as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Stone at

9th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington, D.C., and Hoover's
fishing camp on the Rapidan River within Shenandoah National Park. Many of

the lesser known places are poorly documented, or, as in the case of Jackson's
and Taylor's birthplaces, their identity is disputed.

The inventoried properties date from the birth of George Washington in 1732
to the present homes of the living past Presidents, and are spread over
many parts of the Nation., Virginia and Ohio ("the mothers of Presidents")
have large concentrations. There are also substantial numbers in New York,
Massachusetts, California, Tennessee, Illinois, and Washington, D.C., and
lesser numbers in other States.

Examples of the types of properties included are: birthplaces, boyhood homes,
wedding sites, law and other professional offices, locations of military service,
sites of Inaugurations and Inaugural Balls, official residences, Presidential
retreats and private vacation homes, places of death, sites of burial, and
memorials. The representative sites in all these categories differ dramatically
in character and in state of preservation. The Presidents have lodged in or
used log cabins, mansions, apartment house, farms, roominghouses, and even
quonset huts and tents. ‘

Public and scholarly interest has tended to focus on a few classes of the
properties associated with the Chief Executives, especially their birthplaces,
their principal adult residences, properties used during and after their
Presidential terms, and their graves and tombs or memorials. The inventory's
coverage of properties representing these subjects is comprehensive.

Properties and sites that reflect secondary aspects of the Presidents' lives
and careers, such as education, places of military service, professional

offices, and religious activities, have never been systematically cataloged.
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Frequently, they must be located and described on the basis of fragmentary
information. Some such properties are well known because they have attracted
the attention of scholars. Examples of this sort that are included in the
inventory are Lincoln's circuit courthouses, Harry Truman's hnherdashery.

and Warren G. Harding's newspaper office.

Sources of Information:

The inventory builds on a series of reports by and for the National Park
Service and the State Historic Preservation Officers. Such studies were
ordinarily based on visits to the properties, as well as documentary research.
It has not been possible for the purposes of this inventory to supplement
the travels that ylelded the data. .Because many of the property inspections
were made some time ago, information regarding the condition of individual
sites may not always be current. The staffs of the Presidential Libraries,
many State Historic Preservation Offices, and historical societies, as well
as scholars and individuals, however, have generously assisted the National
Park Service in wverifying and updating much of the information that has
been included.

To insure the accuracy of the inventory, the National Park Service is
circulating it to scholars knowledgeable on individual Presidents, the
Presidency, and specific properties. For example, a review by Mr. Herbert
Collins, Associate Curator of the Smithsonian's Division of Political History,
has ylelded significant corrections and improvements. Time has not permitted
the incorporation of comments from all such sources, The National Park
Service, therefore, will maintain the inventory as circumstances warrant.

As a matter of courtesy and as a means of obtaining information not otherwise
available, the three former Presidents have been notified of the study and
invited to assist in its compilation. President Ford has graciously reviewed
and amended the inventory of sites associated with his career: Mrs. Lyndon B.
Johnson has commented in detall on the inventory of sites associated with
President Lyndon B. Johnson.
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Public Law 96=199

Sec. 120, (a) The Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as the
"Secretary") is authorized to conduct a survey of sites which he deems exhibit
qualities most appropriate for the commemoration of each former President of the
United States, The survey may include sites associated with the deeds, leader~
ghip, or lifework of a former President, and it may identify sites or structures
historically unrelated to a former President but which may be suitable as a
memorial to honor such President.

(b) The Secretary shall, from time to time, prepare and transmit to the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the United States Senate reports on individual
sites and structures identified in the survey referred to in subsection (a),
together with his recommendations as to whether such site or structure is suitable
for establishment as a national historic site or national memorial to commemorate
a former President. Each such report shall include pertinent information with
respect to the need for acquisition of lands and interests therein, the develop-
ment of facilities, and the operation and maintenance of the site or structure
and the estimated cost thereof. If during the six-month period following the
transmittal of a report pursuant to this subsection neither Committee has by
vote of a majority of its members disapproved a recommendation of the Secretary
that a site or structure is suitable for establishment as a national historie
site, the Secretary may thereafter by appropriate order establish the same as

a national historic site, including the lands and interests therein identified

in the report accompanying his recommendation. The Secretary may acquire the
lands and interests therein by donation, purchase with donated or appropriated
funds, transfer from any other Federal agency, or exchange, and he shall admin-
ister the site in accordance with the Act of August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535), as
amended and supplemented, and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), as
amended.,

{c) Nothing in this section shall be construed as diminishing the authority of
the Secretary under the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat, 666), as amended, or
as authorizing the Secretary to &Btahlinh any national memorial, creatiun of
which is hereby expressly reserved to the Congress,

(d) There is authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the provisions of this section.






