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PREFACE

The purpose of this study is to assemble data on historic sites
believed to be of exceptional value in commemorating or illustrating
the history of Spanish exploration and settlement in the United States
and its possessions. It was prepared by historians of the National
Park Service assigned to the National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings. They first performed library research to determine
which sites merited study, then evaluated the significance of the
sites thus chosen, and, finally, continued the study in the field by
visiting and inventorying each site. The results of their effort
are set forth in this study.

Part I is a brief historical narrative of Spanish exploration
and settlement of North America. It is not a searching enalysis
or a definitive contribution to the history of this phase of America’s
past. Rather it is a synthesis of the works of acknowledged authori-
ities in the field, and is intended to set the historical stage for
the discusssion of sites. Part II describes and evaluates sites
considered to be of outstanding importance, and notes incidentally
a number of other sites judged to be important but not of excep-
tional value. All sites evaluated in this study, as well as numerous
less significant sites, have also been treated on the standard inven-

tory form of the National Survey.



This study is the result of a joint effort by three historians
of the National Park Service: Frank B. Sarles of the Region One
0fflce at Richmond, Virginia; Robert M. Utley of the Region Three
Office at Senta Fe, New Mexico; and William C. Everhart of the Region
Four Office at San Francisco, California. As coordinator of the
project, Mr. Utley wrote the historical narrative, the survey of
sites and buildings, end the discussion of individual sites in the
Southwest. Mr. Sarles and Mr. Everhart both reviewed the manu-
script and contributed information and statements of significance on
sites in their respective regions of the United States. Other
members of the Regional Staffs, and the Branch of History of the
Washington Office, also reviewed the work and offered helpful comments.

Numerous orgenizations and individuals outside the National Park
Service have been of assistance in studying the sites that are
included in this theme. Among them may be mentioned:

Mr. James Messer, Sr., Tallahassee, Floride; Mr. Walter A.
Coldwell, Assistant Director, Florida Park Service, Tallshassee;

Mr. C. H. Scheeffer, former Directer of the Florida Park Service,
Tallahassee; Dr. Mark F. Boyd, Tallahassee; Mr. J. Carver Herris,
Business Manager of the St. Augustine Historical Society; Miss Bessie
Lewis, Pine Harbor, Georgia; Mr. W. W. Wells, Assistant Director of
the Louisiena State Parks and Recreation Commission, Paton Rouge;

Mr. Waldo S. Carrell, Pensacols Chamber of Commerce, Florida; Mr.

- ii -


http://Bervi.ce

C. H. Overman, Jr., Pensacola, Florida; Mr. Justin Weddell, Pensacola,
Florida; Major General R. B. Luckey, Commandant of the United States
Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, South Cerolina; and Mr.
Samuel Wilson, Jr., New Orleans, Louisiana.

Dr. H. Bailey Carroll, Editor of the Southwestern Historical

Quarterly, University of Texas, fustin; Dr. Rupert N. Richardson,
Department of History, Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, Texas;
Mrs. Ethel W. Harris, Custodian of San Jose Mission National Historic
Site, San Antonio, Texas; Dr. Frank D. Reeve, Editor of the New

Mexico Historical Review, Albuquerque; Miss Gertrude Hill and the

staff of the Library of the Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe; Dr.
Emil W. Haury end Dr. W. W. Wasley of the Arizona State Museum,
Tucson; Miss Eleanor Sloan, Secretary of the Arizone Pioreers Historical
Society, Tucson; Mr. Dennis McCarthy, Director of the Arizona State
Parks Board, Phoenix; Mrs. Alice B. Good, Director of Library ard
Archives, Phoenix, Arizona; Mr. John 0. Theobald, Phoenix, Arizonsa;
and Dr. A. R. Mortensen, Director of the Utah State Historical
Society, Salt Leke City.

Historians Aubrey Neasham, Jack Dyson, and Glenn Price,
California Division of Beaches and Parks, Sacramento; Mr. Claude
Evanhamm, Director, Museum of Man, San Diego, California; Dr.

Donald Cutter, Department of History, University of Southern
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Celifornia; Dr. Benjamin Gilbert, Department of History, San Jose
State College, San José, California; and Dr. Lawrence Kinnairgd,

Department of History, University of California, Berkeley.
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Part I
A SUMMARY OF THE THEME

In the race for empire that began late in the fifteenth century,
Spein reached the New World first. From her foothold in the Indies
Spenish conquistadors and missionaries, seeking riches and unsaved
souls, plunged into the mainlend wilderness to the west, south,
and north of the Gulf of Mexico. By the late eighteenth century
they had spread Spanish rule over Central and South America and a
large portion of North America. The heart of Spain's new empire
ley in Mexico, Central and South America, and the islands of the
Caribbean. This study, however, deals mainly with the northern
fringes of this empire--those areas of the present United States
that once belonged to Spain. Roughly the southern tier of states,
from Florida to California, made up whet Herbert E. Bolton called
the Spanish Borderlands,

The history of these borderlands falls into two distinect
phases, the first corresponding generally to the sixteenth century,
the second to the seventeenth and eighteenth. In the first phase,
during which Mexico and the Caribbean islands became firmly estab-
lished as centers of Spanish civilization in America, the borderlands
constituted the great unknown, the land of the Fountain of Youth,

the Seven Cities of Cibola, and Gran Quivira. Lured by rumors of



great wonders and abundant wealth, Spanish adventurers explored
first the coastal regions and then the interior of the borderlends.
Although they found little gold and silver, they acquired knowledge
of the northern lands and added them to the Spanish Empire. As
the sixteenth century drew to a close, the era of exploration
began to merge with the era of colonization. During this second
phase, the Spanish attempted to occupy and hold the borderlands.
Continued search for wealth and conversion of the natives furnished
importent motives, but the principal justification for holding the
borderlends was defense. They were buffers intended to protect
Spain's central empire, [ rowing yearly in power and wealth, from
England, France, and Russia, her colonial rivals in the north, and
later from the infant United States.l

By the late eighteenth century, the decline of the Spanish
Empire in America had begun. Loss of the first borderlands por-
tended eventual collapse of the central empire, but, as with England
before her, Spain's central empire was lost through revolution,
not conquest. Following the revolutions in Mexico and South America
early in the nineteenth century, Spain retained a foothold in the
Caribbean, but in the Spanish-American War of 1898 her last American

possession, Cuba, slipped from her grasp.

1. This interpretation is expounded in Herbert E. Bolton,
"Defensive Spenish Expansion and the Significance of the Borderlands,"
Wider Horizons of American History (New York, 1939), 55-106.
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The European Background

The sixteenth century opened on a Europe ripe for imperial
expansion. In the fifteenth century the Middle Ages had given way
to the Renaissance, with its intellectual awakening and its pro-
found political, economic, social, and religious changes. The
travels of Franciscan friars, Crusaders, and adventurers like Marco
Polo had aroused Europe's interest in other lands, and ccmmerce had
developed with the Near and Far East. But the land routes of trade
were long and beset by many harards. Sea routes were needed, and
it is not surprising that Christopher Columbus and others had
boldly challenged current notions of geography and speculated on
the possibility of reaching the Rast by sailing west.

The Iberian peoples, perhaps in part because of their peninsular
location Jjutting from Europe into the Atlantic, led all Europe in
geographical conscioueness and curiosity, end hence in discovery
and exploration. Portugal was the pioneer. Under the patronage
end guidance of Prince Henry, Portugese captains between 1429 and
1450 explored two thousend miles of Africa's northwestern coast,
and laid the basis for further voyages that, by 1485, opened the
way to India around the southern tip of Africa. They also added
to knowledge of the world's surface, improved navigational concepts

snd equipment, and made great strides in ship design and construction.



With Portugal's energies directed to the south, Spain fell heir
to opportunities in the west (a division of intrest solidified in
1494 by the Papal Line of Demarcation). According to Ferdinand
Columbus, it was from Portugese successes that Christopher Columbus
first began to surmise that "if men could sail so far south, one
might also sail west and find lands in that direction."e He per-
suaded the Spanish sovereigns to support such a venture at an
opportune time in Spanish his tory. In 14359 the union of the Houses
of Aragon and Castile through the marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella
had started Spain on a speectacular rise to power., By 1510 these two
capable and far-seeing monarchs had driven the last of the Moors
from Spain, consolidated royal power and largely eliminated the
pretengsions of lesser nobility, achieved territorial unity, made
important advances towards homogeneity of race and religion, and
lifted Spain to the rank of Europe's strongest power. These
accomplishments had been well advanced by 1492, and, when Columbus
in that year planted the Castilian banner on the shores of the New

World, Spain stood ready to exploit the discovery.

2. Quoted in Edward P. Cheyney, The European Background of
American History, 1300-1000 (New York, 190L), 59.




Expanding the American Frontier

During his first and second voyages, 1492-1495, Columbus
touched many islands of the West Indies. Among them were Cube,
Puerto Rico, St. Croix in the Virzin Islands, and Espafiola (Haiti).
On the latter, the first permenent European settlement in the New
World, Santo Domingo, was founded in 1495, Restless soldiers of
fortune, suddenly made idle by the victory over the Moors, poured
into Espaﬁola to foster a new breed of men-~-the conquistadors who
for the next three hundred years were to push Spain's imperial
frontiers into the American wilderness. Using Espaﬁola as a base,
they explored the mainland coast from Central America to the equator
seeking a navigable passege to the South Sea and India.

Failing in this ques®t, they next turned to the colonization
of the Vest Indian islands and the mainland. In 1509 Juan Ponce
de Leen, appointed governor of Puerto Rico, headed an expedition
that founded a colony at Caparra, which in 1521 was abandoned in
favor of San Juan. Also in 1509 an expedition occupied Jemaica.

A number of settlements promptly grew up, and in 1517 Francisco de

Garay was named the first governor of the island. Diego Velésquez

in 1511 landed in Cuba to besin the conquest of this largest of the
West Indian islands. Within three years he had established five

colonies, including Santiago de Cuba and Havana.



At the same time, Vasco Nunez de Balboa had become the dominant
figure in a struggling colony on the Gulf of Urabéd, in modern Colcmbia.
He began a series of explorations that led to the discovery of the
Pacific Ocean in 1513. To the north, in the same year, Ponce de
Ledn sailed from Puerto Rico in search of the fabled island of
Bimini, but landed instead on a coast that he named Florida. He
saliled around the peninsula, but, far from finding wealth or the
magic fountain of youth, he encountered only hostile Indians and
soon turned back to Puerto Rico.

As these Spanish adventurers fanned out from Espanola, they
gained increasing knowledge of the gecgraphy of the New World. A
significant contribution was made in 1519 by Alonso de Pineda, who
coasted the Gulf of Mexico from Florida to Vera Cruz. He returned
to Jameica with fantastic tales of riches that overshadowed a more
genuine achievement--a map of the entire Gulf Coast. Although now
familier with the Gulf shoreline, the Spaniards as yet knew little
of the interior. The very year of Pineda's voyaje, however, Hernando
Cortes emberked on the conquest of Mexico and the founding of New
Spain.

Defying Governor Veldéquez of Cuba, Cortes and his followers
landed on the Mexican mainland in Februsry, 1519. Burning his ships
behind him, he marched inland towards the city of Mexico, capital

of Montezuma's Aztec Empire. Before the superior technology of the



Europenas, the native town fell to the invaders and their Indian
allies. Cortes seized the Aztec ruler and established himself in
Mexico City. During his ebsence the following spring, however,

the Aztecs rose in revolt and drove their oppressors from the city.
Undismayed, Cortés returned and launched a fleet on the lakes circ-
ling Mexico City. A siege, followed by a combined attack on land
end water, brought the native rebellion to a close. By the autumn
of 1521, the conquest of Mexico had been accomplished.

Mexico City now became the cepital of New Spain and the center
of Spanish activity on the mainland. The wealth of the Aztecs,
avaeilable for the taking, led other adventurers to seek the riches
that unexylored regions of the mainlend seemed to promise. From
Central and South America came reports, later ccriirmed by discovery,
of preciocus metals, while from the north came reports of hostile
Indiens blocking the paths of expension. During the next decade,
therefore, the frontier in New Spein turned west and south. At the
same time, however, other explorers looked north from the Indies
at the land Ponce de Leon in 1513 had named Florida, a lend that
included not only the present state of Florida, but also much of
the states of Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and

Louisiana.



Exploration of Florida

For over forty years conquistadors set out from the Indies to
search for gold in Florida. They found instead only vast reaches of
forest peopled by scattered tribes of Indians. Although they added
important new facts to the store of geographical knowledge, not until
1565 did they plent a colony that survived.

Ponce de Leon himself tried again to colonize Florida in 1521.
But Indians broke up the settlement he founded scmewhere on the west
coest, possibly near Tempa Eay, end wounded Ponce so severely that
he died shortly after reaching Cuba.

Next was Lucas Vasquez de Ayllén, a8 wealthy official of Espanocla.
In 1520 he had sponsored an expedition that sailed up the Atlantic
Coast, perhaps as far as Cape Fear. It had returned with 150 native
glaves, one of whom, nemed Francisco Chicora, Aylldn took to Spain.
Chicora related to the Spanish court wondrous fantasies of his
homeland--cf untold treasures in precious stones and metals and of
a giant race cf men with tails like alligators. So charmed wes
Charles V thet he awarded Aylldn the patent, vacated by the death of
Ponce de Ledn, to settle the new lands.

With six vescels and five hundred colonists, including Dominican
friars to covert the savages, Ayllén in 1525 established the village
of San Miguel de Guadalupe at & site, still disputed among historians,

scmevwhere on the Carolina or Virginia Coast. But cold, starvation,
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JUAN PONCE DE LEON AND HERNANDO DE SOTO. Engravings in Justin Winsor,
Narrative and Critical History of America (Boston, 1886-89), II.




and illness decimated the colony, and the settlers fell to quarreling
among themselves., During the winter, 150 survivors gave up and set
sail for Espaiola. Although Allyén was lost at sea enroute, the
majority safely reached their destination.

Another to inherit part of Ponce de Leon's realm was Panfilo de
Narvéez. He planned to found a series of towns along the Gulf
Coast and use them as bases for raiding the Indians of the interior.
With four hundred colonists, he landed on the west coast of Florida
in April, 1528. While exploring the surrounding country, Narvaez
learned of a native town called Apalache, where gold might be found
in abundance. He promptly abandoned all thought of establishing
settlements and, sending the ships westward along the coast, struck
out in search of Apalache. After two months of wandering, the
colonists reached their destination, a poor village of some forty
thatched huts believed to be near the present site of Tallahassee,
Floride. Finding no gold, they turned back to the sea, but could
discover no trace of their ships. Footsore, starving, harassed by
angry savages, and quarreling among themselves, the 242 survivors
fashioned crude vessels out of the scant materials at hand, and in
September, 1528, put out to sea. Starvation and thirst reduced their
number, and at the mouth of the Mississippi River the current
scattered the boats. One, bearing Narvéez, was lost at sea; the

remeining four foundered off the Texas Coast. Eighty survivors of
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three vessels were cast ashore together. Although Indians adopted
these men, only fifteen lived through the winter. And of these

only four, led by Cabeza de Vaca, were destined to reach civiliza-
tion. The story of their remarkable escape and its profound results,
however, belongs more properly to a later story.

To Ponce de Lebn, Ayllén, and Narvéez, the land of Florida had
brought nothing but disappointment and, ultimately, death. TFor a
decade after Narvaez's ill-fated venture, it was left to the undis-
turbed enjoyment of the Indians. In 1537, however, Hernando de
Soto, who had won fame and fortune as Pizarro's chief lieutenant in
the conqguest of Peru, obtained Narvaez's old grant to Florida. At
the head of an impressively equipped army of six hundred men, he
landed on the west coast of the peninsula in the spring of 1539.

For almost four years the army wandered through the forests
searching for mythical riches. TFrom one village to another, the
expedition marched over portions of the present states of Florida,
Georgia, the Cerolinas, Alabama, Tennessee, and Mississippi. Reach-
ing the Mississippi River below the present city of Memphis, De Soto
in May, 1541, built boats and crossed into Arkansas.

At each native town the Spaniards suffered disappointment.
Occasionally they found a few imperfect pearls--enough to keep hope
from dying entirely. At each town they enacted a familiar routine.

Posing as the "Child of the Sun," De Soto imprisoned the local chief
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and levied tribute in provisions and slaves. At each town, also,
the Indians told of wealthy tribes dwelling farther on, and the
Spaniards struck out to continue the search.

His army broken by hardship, disease, and hostile Indians, De Soto
returned to the Mississippi in the spring of 1543. Here, his morale
broken, the Governor of Cuba and Adelantado of Florida "took to
his pallet" and died of fever. So that the Indians might not
discover that he was mortal after all, De Soto's followers weighted
his body and sank it in the great river that he had discovered.

Under Luis de Moscoso, the expedition set out to the southwest, hoping
to find their way overland to New Spain. Marching perheps as far as
East Texas, Moscoso despeired of reaching the Spanish outposts by

land and returned to the Mississippi. Scarcely half of the original
six hundred remained alive, but they set to work building seven
brigantines. In these they floated down the river and, coasting

the Gulf, finally reached the Pénuco River, near Vera Cruz, in
September, 1543. De Soto and his men had failed in their search for
wealth, but the map of North America had profited immensely from
their explorations.

Four disasters in half as many decades should have convinced
the Spaniards that Florida offered nothing they sought. But the
tales of wealth persisted, and in 1558 Philip II directed the Viceroy

of New Spain to organize another Florida venture. In August, 1559,
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Don Tristén de Luna y Arellano established a settlement on the Gulf

Coast, probably at Pensacola Bay,3

and, pursuing rumors of gold in
the interior, explored much of Alabama. Torn by dissension, the
colony was on the point of collapse when Angel de Villafane arrived
to replace Luna. In the spring of 1551 Villafane attempted to move
the colony to the Carolina Coast, which Philip II had ordered
occupied. But storms broke up the fleet and drove it back to
Espaﬁola. Another attempt to subjugate and colonize Florida had
failed.

The era of gold hunting in Florida had drawvn to a close. Far-
ther west, the story was similar. The northern frontier of New
Spain had remeined stationary for over a decade after the conquest

of Mexico, but inevitaebly the bars hed lifted. Here, too, the

Spanish failed to find wealth.

Exploration of the Southwest

The first northward probes were by sea. Lower California became
known through the exploration of Fortun Jiménez in 1533 and Francisco

de Ulloa in 1539-1540. Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo undertook s more

3. Woodbury Lowery, The Spanlsh Settlements within the Present
Ii_mms of the United States, 1513-1501 (llew York, 1901), 358-59,
(3-12. 4
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DRAKE'S BAY, California. Probably the site of Sir Francis Drake's landing in 1579, this 51113
inlet was well known to Spanish explorers and navigators for over two centuries.
National Park Service photograph



ambitious voyage in 1542-1543., With two small ships, he sailed
north along the Pacific Coast and discovered San Diego Bay. Although
he died from an infected arm, his lieutenant, Bartol.ome Ferrelo,
pushed on as far as the forty-second parallel, where storms forced
him to turn back to Mexico.

Stimulas for the land advance came with the arrival in Mexico
City of Alvar Nﬁgez Cabeza de Vaca, Treasurer of the Narvaez exped-
ition, he and three companions, including a Negro slave, Estevanico,
were all that remained of the eighty men shipwrecked off the Texas
Coast in 1528. heir wanderings among the Indians of Texas, first
as slaves, then as traders, and finally as medicine-men, form an
adventure story with few parallels. Tor eight years they lived d th
one tribe after another. At last they made their wey across Texas,
Chihuahua, and Sonora, end ultimately reached the Spanish outpost
at Culiacan. They were the first known Europeans to enter the land
that is now Texas.

Cabeza de Vaca end his comrades had seen no riches during
their ordeal. On the contrary, the natives with whom they came
into contact lived daily on the verge of starvation. But the
Spaniards had heard of great cities farther to the north, where
precious metels, emeralds, and turquoises abounded. Their stories
inflamed the imaginetion of New Spain, and everywhere people talked

of another Mexico and another Peru lying to the north.



Among those inspired by Cabeza de Vaca's story was Antonio de
Mendoza, Viceroy of New Spain. He commissioned Fray Marcos de Niza
to Jjourney north in search of the cities of which Cabeza de Vaca
had heard, and purchased the Negro, Estevanico, to act as guide.
With a large following of Indians, Fray Marcos and Estevanico left
Culiacan in the spring of 1539. The Negro went ahead. If he had
good news to report, he was to send back a cross the size of his
hand; if the news were even better, he was to send back a larger
cross. Soon, Indian messengers appeared with a cross the size of
a man and stories of seven great native cities, called Cibola, where
turquoises studded the doorways. But when Estevanico reached the
first of the seven cities, one of the Zuni towns of western New
Mexico, the inhabitants killed him and sent his entourage flying
back to Fray Marcos in panic. ©Shaken but undeterred, the friar
pushed on, hoping at least to glimpse Cibola at a distance. From
a hill near the Zuni pueblo, Fray Marcos saw Cibola and Judged it
to be'larger than the city of Mexico." He returned »romptly to New

Spain with word that the new lands appeared to be "the best and
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largest of all those that have been discovered.”

Upon the return of Fray Marcos, New Spein went wild with
enthusiasm. Although his official report to the Viceroy was kept
secret, rumors of the wealthy Seven Cities of Cibola, encouraged no
doubt by the loquacious friar himself, swept through Spain and her
possessions. Conquistadors intrigued for leadership of the expedi-
tion to Cibola, while nobelemen and adventurers scrambled for lesser
positions with the army. To Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Governor
of New Galicia, Viceroy Mendoza awarded the coveted post. Coronado
orgenized a formidable army at Compostela in January, 1540. After
an impressive review by the Viceroy himself, the expedition, guided

by Fray Mercos, set forth for civola a month later.

L. Adolph Bandelier and Frederick W. Hodge, both eminent
scholars who have performed exhaustive research in contemporary docu-
ments and on the ground, disegree on which Zuni town was the Cibola
of Estevancio and Fray Marcos. Bandelier argues for Kiakima, Hodge
for Hawikuh. Both towns are now in ruins. A. H. Bandelier,
Contribuiions %o the History of the Southwestern United States, Papers
of the Archeological Iastitute of America, American Series, V
(Cembridge, 1909), 24 -58; Frederick W. Hodge, The History of Hawikuh,
New Mexico ( os Angeles, 1937), 19-29. The weight of opinion now
favors Kawikuh. Fray Mercos' veracity, also, has been an object of
contention among historians for almost a century. Some have con-
cluded that he was en unnitigated liar, others tuat he spoke
truthfully but was a victim of the treasure psychosis that excited
the imegination of his contemporaries. See Bandelier, Contributions
to the H~Suory of the Southwestern United States; Carl & auer, The
Road to Cibola (ner&eley 1632); H. H. Bancroft, Histery of Arizona
end New Mexico (San Francisco, 1889); George J. UndreinEfT""Fray
Marcos de Niza and his Journey to Cibola," The Americas, III (1947);
2, H. Schroeder, “Fray Marcos de Niza, Coronado ana the Yavapai,"
New Mexico Historiczl Review, XXX and XXXI (1955-5.).
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FRANCISCO VASQUEZ DE CORONADO. From a painting at Tumacacori
National Monument.
National Park Service photograph



Having but vague knowledge of the country to be conquered,
Mendoze hoped to supply Coronado's army from the sea. TFor this
purpose he sent Hernando de Alarcon with three ships up the Gulf
of California. Although the two expeditions never got together,
Alarcon explored the Lower Colorado River for two hundred miles
inland and took possession of the territory for His Most Cetholic
Majesty.

Meanwhile, after an arduous march, Coronado at last reached
Cibola, the Zuni village of Hawikuh.5 The Indians resisted, and
the Spaniards were forced to storm the pueblo. Once in possession,
however, they were crestfallen to discover none of the riches they
had so eagerly anticipated. Such were the curses of the conquista-
dors that Fray Marcos found it expedient to return to New Spain
at the first opportunity.

From Cibols, Coronado sent out several expeditions to investi-
gate the country. Don Pedro de Tovar went to the Hopi villages of
Arizona and returned with information that led Coronado to dispatch
Garcia Lopez de Cardenas %o explore farther to the west. During his
Jjourney, Cardenas discovered the Grand Canyon. A third detachment,

under Melchior Diaz, explored the Lower Colorado River country while

5. A. F. Bandelier, "An Outline of the Documentary History of
the Zuni Tribe," Journal of American Ethnology and Archeology, IIT
(1892), Ci. 2; Hodge, History of Hawikuh, 29-58.
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engaged in an unsuccessful attempt to find Alarcon. Still another
commend, led by Hernando de Alvarado, marched east to the Rio Grande,
north to Taos, and south to Pecos, on the fringe of the buffalo
plains, before returning to Cibola..O

At Pecos, Alvarado had found an Indian whom the Spaniards named
The Turk--'""because he looked like one."7 He told of a wealthy city
called Quivira on the great plains to the east. After wintering on
the Rio Grande, the army set out for Quivira in the spring of 1541.
With them as guide went the Turk. He led his captors far out on the
prairies and north into modern Kansas. Quivire turned out to be a
collection of grass huts somewhere in central or east- central

Kansas.8 Enraged, the Spaniards murdered the Turk and dispiritedly

turned back to the Rio Grande. His venture a totel failure, Coronado

5. Castaneda's chronicle, Winship translation, relates the dis-
covery of the Grand Canyon and describes Alvarado's journey to Taos
and Pecos. George P. Winship (trans.), The Coronado Expeditionm,
1540-1542, Bureau of American Ethnology, 1ith Annual Report,

1892-93 (Washington, 1890), 489-92, 575.

7. 1Ibid., ko2,

8. As with so many Spanish sites, the location of Quivira has
been a subject of speculation end debate for meny years. After
extensive research in the documents and excavation of Indian sites
in Kensas in the late 1930's, Waldo Wedel gave his opinion that
"Coronado's entrada into the province of Quivira probably took place
in the present Rice-licPherson County locality'" end that "while the
exact limits of Quivira in Kansas cannot now be set up, the heart
of the province lay north and east of the Arkensas and south of the
Smoky Hill. . .." Waldo R. Wedel, Archeological Remains in Central
Kansas and their Possible Bearing on the Locaiion oi Quivira,
Smithsonian Misc. Coll., 101, 7 (Washington, 10u2), 22.
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Coronado entered *the present United States through this

CORONADO NATIONAIL MEMORIAL, Arizona.
valley east of Montezuma Pass.

National Park Service photograph



led his broken and rebellious army back to New Spain early in 1542,
He had found no gold, silver, or precious stones, but he and his
lieutenants had explored much of the present states of Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, and had laid the basis for

Spain's claim to the American Southwest.

The Beginnings of Colonization

Corcnado's return from Quivira marked the end of an era.
Conquistadors from Ponce de Ledn to Coronado hed exploded the myth
of untapped riches in the north. The day of the treasurehunting
expeditions passed, and the Spanish frontier began e more methodical
and orderly advance. During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
several influences, working separately or in combination, drew the
frontier north frcm the Indies and Mexico City. TFor one thing, the
lure of wealth had not entirely vanished, as the discovery of rich
silver mines in Zacatecas in 1548 demonstrated. Conversion of the
natives furnished another important motivation, and the missionaries
played a major role in advancing the frontier. In theory this was
the principal reason for colonization. The New Laws of 1542-1543,
designed to check the mass enslavement of natives under the encomienda
system, declared that the Crown's "chief intention and will has
always been aud is the preservation and increase of the Indians,

and that they be instructed and taught in the matters of our holy
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Catholic faith, end be well treated ag free persons asnd our vassals,

1'9

as they are. Sound though the Crown's intent mey have been in

theory; in reality almost every northwerd impulse of the frontier

came as & response to Engliéh, French, or Russian threats looming
somewhere along the Spanish borderlands of North Americe. Through

the interplay of these forces, Spain in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries pushed the frontier of colonizetion into the lands explored

by her conguistadors in the sixteenth century.

As the frontier moved north, a standard pattern of coloniza-
tion emerged. It featured three institutions that stamped the
Spanish pioneering system with an individuality all its own--the
mission, the pueblo, and the presidio. Hampered in her colonial
undertakings by a sperse population, Spain's aim was to people her
possessions with the aborigines who elready lived in them. The
Indians, therefore, had to be converted, civilized, and exploited.
In the vanguard of the frontier movement marched those charged with
this duty--Franciscan, Jesuit, or Dominican missionaires. They
built missions thet served the Church by Christienizing the frontier,
and the State by extending, holding, and civilizing the frontier.

The mission was more than a church. It was also a great industrial

9. Quoted in George P. Hammond, "Don Juan de Onate and @he
Founding of New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, I (1925),
291.
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and agricultural school, surrounded by farming and grazing lands, and
including weaving rooms, blacksmith shops, tanneries, warchouses,
and other productive agencies necessary for daily life. The second
institution, the pueblo, was modelled after Spanish towns, and grew
from the necessity of fixing the wild and roving tribes of the

north in one place in order that they might be converted, civilized,
and exploited. Some distance from the pueblo and mission often
stood the third institution of colonization, the presidio, or
military garrison. The presidial detachment protected the mission-
aries and mission Indians from savages and foreigners, and,
incidentally, hunted down and returned any neophyte who became so
dissatisfied with his lot that he took to the hills. Presidios
dotted the Spanish frontier from Santa Elena through San Antonio

and Tubac to San Francisco, and formed the nucleus of many thriv-
ing mecdern cities. Where the treasure-seeker failed, then, the more
thorough advance of mission, pueblo, and presidio succeeded in

asserting Spain's rule in her North Americen possessions.

10. An excellent study of mission, presidio, and pueblo as
institutions may be found in Herbert E. Bolton, '"The Mission as a
Frontier Institution in the Spanish-American Cclonies, " American
Historical Review, XXIIT (1917), L2-61.
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The Colonization of Florida

The first threat to produce a Spanish colony in the northern
borderlands arose in Florida. Early in the sixteenth century, a
great triangular struggle for empire that was to last for two hun-
dred years developed among England, France, and Spain. It began
in the Caribbean, where English corsairs preyed on Spanish fleets
bound for Spain. These ships used the Florida Straits and the
Gulf Stream. At one end of this seaway lay Puerto Rico, where the
Spanish began a series of massive fortifications. At San Juan,

La Casa Blanca was built in 1525, and La Fortaleza was finished in
1540, a year after the first defenses of Morro Castle were author-
ized. At the other end of the seaway lay the unprotected Florida
Coast. Successive explorers had failed to find gold in Florida,
but in 1555 the King decided to colonize and fortify the coast as
a measure of security for the sea lanes.

This decision was based not only on a fear of English seadogs,
but alsc on a mounting threat of French imperial expansion from the
north. In 1562 a group of French Huguenots under Jean Ribaut had
founded a colony at Sants Elena (Port Royal), on the Carolina Coast.
Although the venture ended in disaster, Rene de Laudonniere, later
Joined by Ribaut, had planted another Huguenct settlement even far-
ther south in 1564. Near the mouth of St. John's River, the French-
men had built Fort Caroline, admirably situated to menace Spanish

shipping.
- 21 -



To meet the French threat, Philip IT in 1505 commissioned Don
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés to conquer and settle Florida and to "kill
all those he might find in said Florida." Menéndez faithfully carried
out his instructions. Landing at Matanzas Bay in August, 1565 he
first founded the colony of St. Augustine, the first permanent
European settlement on the mainlend of the United States, as a base
of operations. He then led his army against the Huguenots. Fort
Caroline was easily captured, for Ribaut and most of his men had
sailed out to atteck St. Augustine, only to be shipwrecked in a
storm and cast ashore. Menendez next turned south to capture the
remaining Frenchmen. About two hundred of them surrendered at the
southern end of Arnastasia Island. All but eight he put to the knife.
Two weeks later, another group of 150 Huguenots, including Ribaut,
surrendered, and met the same fate. The lives of several musicians
he spared, Menéndez wrote the King, "but Jean Ribaut and all the
others I had put to the knife, understending this to be advantageous
to the service of God."ll

The Spaniards next turned to the task of settlement. They had

already founded St. Augustine, and before the end of the year they

built the presidios of San Felipe at Santa Elena, San Pedro twenty

11. Quoted in Henry Folmer, Franco-Spanish Rivelry in North
America, 1524-1753 (Glendale, 1953), 99.
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leagues north of St. Augustine, and San Mateo at the mouth of St.
John's River.12 Other presidios were built south of St. Augustine,
on the west coast of the peninsula, and in the interior.

Jesuits established a network of missions, but so hostile were
the Indians that in 1570 they geave up the attempt and left Florida.
Franciscans had better success, especially after the founding of
Jamestown in 1607 stimulated official interest and encouragement
in extending the mission frontier northward. By 1234 the Franciscans
had thirty friars in the field ministering to scme 30,000 neophytes
at forty-four missions. Administered from St. Augustine, these
missions dotted the Atlantic and Gulf Seabcards, and the coastal
islands, from Alebama to Carolina, and had even begun to penetrate
the interior. Throughout the seventeenth century, the Franciscans
found life precarious, end many won martyrdom at the hands of
savages who objected to Spanish Indian policy. Despite the atti-
tude of the natives, however, the missionaries refused to abandon
the field. Cn the contrary, they stepped up their activities,
brought in additional friars, and built more missions.

While the Spanish labored to control the Indieans, the conflict

with England continued. English corsairs, especially Sir Francis

12. These locations are all identified in "Memorial on Four
Forts of Florida presented to His Majesty by Captain Antonio de
Prado," Madrid, Nov. 15, 1539, quoted ia Verne E. Chatelain, The
Defenses of 3panish Florida, 1535 to 1753 (Washington, 1941},
131-32 rna. o
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Drake, stepped up their reids on Spenish commerce. In 1595 Drake
attacked San Juan, Puerto Rico, and engaged the guns of EL Morro
itself. Three years later, the Farl of Cumberland captured El
Morro, only to relinquish it when dysentery ravaged his commend.
In Florida, the English menace to the north grew more sharply de-
fined with the founding, in 1607, of the colony of Jamestown. In
1553 English settlers moved into North Carolina, and in 1570 into
South Carolina. The Spanish answer was to found more missions,
and to construct the great fortification of Castillo de San Marcos
at St. Augustine. The English were not deterred. Aided by Indian
allies, both sides began skirmishing on the Carolina frontier. A
similar threat locmed on the Alabama frontier, where English
traders began intriguing among thie Indians. Faced also in this
area with the danger posed by the Frenchmen La Selle and Iberville,
the harassed Spaniards in 1598 established & colony on Pensacola
Bay.l3

With the outbreak of the VWar of the Spanish Succession in
1702, the border warfare that had inflamed the Caroline frontier
gave way to full-scale conflict in Florida. English troops and

Indian allies raided Spanish missions in the interior, and attacked

~13. Wwilliem E. Dunn, "The Occupation of Pensacola Bay, 1689-
1698," Florida Historical Society, Quarterly, IV (1925), 3-14, T7o-89.
Chatelein, Tha Defenses of Spanish Fliorida, 27, 76-79, 125 EA, 157 nl.
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St. Augustine itself. They plundered the city and besieged Castillo
de San Marcos. The siege lasted until a relief expedition from
Havana arrived and drove off the English forces. The English next
struck the mission frontier. In 1704 a combined force of English
militia and Creek Indiasns swept through the Apalache country,
destroying thirteen towns and twelve Spanish missions. The Spaniards
took the offensive in 1706, but their attempt to capture Charleston
ended in failure. When the war finally came to a close in 1713,
Spain still held her Florida empire, and the Peace of Utrecht left
the borders unaltered.

Although the borders remained intact, the English had so badly
ravaged the Florida frontier that, at the close of the war, effec-
tive Spanish occupation was largely confined to St. Augustine and
Pensacola. FEnglish pressure from the north and west, coupled with
a series of reverses in Furope, gradually reduced the Florida empire
during the next half-century. In 1733, James Oglethorpe founded
the colony of Georgia. Taking advantage of the outbreak of the War
of Jenkin's Ear, a European conflict between England and Spain,
he attacked St. Augustine in 1T40. His siege caused great suffering,
but the Spanish held out until help arrived. The English, hcowever,
finally won Florida. By the Peace of Paris, which in 1753 ended
the French and Indian War, Spain lost both East and West Florida to

England.
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Although Florida prospered and the population grew under the
new regime, English rule was destined to be short-lived. By the
Treaty of 1783, which ended the American Revolution, Spain regained
her Floride possessions. The English had been eliminated, but
Americans had taken their place. It was but a question of time be-

fore Spain would again lose Florida.

The Founding of New Mexico

The international rivalry that led to the occupation of Florida
in 1555 produced similar results farther west. For fifty years
following Coronado's return from Quivira, the Spanish showed only
slight interest in New Mexico. The expedition of Fray Augustin
Rodriguez and Francisco Chamuscado in 1581, and that of Antonio de
Espejo the following year, covered much of the country Coronado had
explored, but failed to divert attention from the mineral deposits
that were drawing the frontier of New Spain steadily north from
Mexico City. As in Florida, the real stimulus that promoted occu-
pation came from the English.

In 1555 Speniards from Mexico succeeded in conquering the
Philippine Iszlands, and a lucrative trade sprang up between Manila
and Mexico City. The most practical return route from Manila, dis-

covered by Andres de Urdaneta, lay on the Great Circle course that
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EL MORRO NATIONAL MONUMENT, New Mexico. Oﬁate, de Vargas, and
other Spanish explorers carved their names on this rock.
National Park Service photograph



took adventage of the Jepan Current and westerly winds to reach the
California Coast, which the galleons then followed south to Mexico.
In 1579 the English privateer, Sir Francils Drake, raided Spanish
treasure ships on the Pacific Coast of the Americas. Not only did
he imperil the Manila trade, but he landed on the California Coast
Jjust north of San Francisco Bay and took possession of the country
for England. Moreover, Spain feared that he had also found the
fabled Strait of Anian, for which her own explorers had been search-
ing since the days of Columbus. Following the destruction of the
Spanish Armada in 1588, King Philip determined to check the English
menace in the New World, and ordered the occupation of California
and New Mexico.

California first had to be explored more thoroughly. Captains
of galleons returning from Msaila therefore received instructions
to conduct more detailed examinations of the California Coast. One
such reconnaissance, led by Sebastian Rodriguez Cermeﬁo in 1595,
landed at Drake's Bay. While there, a storm rose and wrecked the

1k
galleon, The loss of its valuable cargo prompted a decision to

1k, Henry R. Wagner, Spanish Voyages to the Northwest Coast of

America in the Sixtsenth Ceniury (SeaFrancisco, 1920), L54-07,
30; 73. “The vemains of what was elmost certainly Cermsno's wrecked
ship were discoverad in 1941 by an archeological expedition of the

University of California. See Rovert F. Helzer, "Archeologicsl
Evidence of Sebastién Roar1~uez Cermeno s California Visit in 1595,

Californie Historical Society, Quarterly, XX (1941), 315-328.
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explore California from Mexico rather than risk more galleons in

the dengerous undertaking. For this purpose, Sebastién Vizcaino

s2iled up the coast as far as Drake's Bay in 1602-1503. He explored

end named San Diego, Santa Catalina Island, Santa Barbara Channel,

Point Concepcion, Carmel, and Monterey Bay; but, like his predeces=-

sors, missed the great harbor that lay behind the Golden Gate.

Vizcaino recommended that a settlement be established at Monterey

Bay, which he inaccurately described as "the best port that could

be desired.”ls
Although Vizcaino was commissioned in 1503 to found & colony at

Monterey Ray, a new viceroy, who opposed the project, reached Mexico

City in time to prevent him from carrying out his instructions.

The English had not followed up Dreke's claeim to California, and

the denger from that direction had subsided accordingly. Spaniards

continued to be active in Lower California, where pearl fisheries

beckoned, but Upper California lay neglected for a century and a

helf.

Although the Californie venture failed, the project of coloniz-

ing New Mexico succeeded. Applicants for leadership of the expedition

15. Vizzafno's diery in Bolton, onenlsh Exploration in the
Southwest, 91. Eee also Charles E. Chapmen, "Sebastien Vizcaino:
Erploravicn of California," Southwestern Historical Quarterly,

XX:irI (1920).
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PIONEER EXPLORERS OF THE SOUTHWEST. Alvar Nuhez Cabeza de Vaca was the first known European
to explore Texas. Juan Bautiste de Anza blazed a trail from Tubac to California and planted

the colony of San Francisco. From paintings at Tumacacori National Monument.
National Park Service photographs



bombarded the King and the Viceroy with petitions. Before one could
be selected, two unlicensed expeditions entered llew Mexico illegally.
The first, orgzanized by Castano de Sosa in 1560, failed when soldiers
overtoock the colonists and arrested their leader. The second, under
Francisco Bonilla and Gutiérrez de Humana in 1594 or 1596, perished
et the hands of Indiaas far out on the buffalo plains, It remained
to Don Juean de Oﬁate, to whom the King awarded the coveted license,
to plent & permenent colony on the Rio Grande.

With four hundred followers, Chate left Santa Barbara, in nor-
thern Mexico, in February, 1598. Reaching the Rio Grande at El Paso,
he merched north to the mouth of the Chama River. There, in August,
he founded the colony of San Juen, the first capital of New bex:.co.lo
The puebleos submitted to his authority, and friars scattered about
to convert the Indians. Although Acoma, the "sly city" of western

New Mexico, rebelled at Spenish rule, Onate ruthlessly crushed

16. FEHistorians disagree on the exact location of San Jusn and
its successor, San (Gebriel, which the capital was nawed in 1501,
Several sites, all near the mouth of the Cnama, have been advocated.
Conflicting interpretations are given in George P. Hammond, "Don
Juan de Cnete and the Founding of New Mexico," New Mexico Fistorical
Review, I (192.), 318; Herbert E. Bolton, Spenish Explorotion in the

Sou”hwest, l:h2 -1725 (New Tork, 1952), 2OJ, Cs Fo Coan, A History

B ——

of New u~’1ro \Crnnago 1825), I, 175; A. ¥. Bendelier, Final ngggt
(Carbridgs, , 1892), Pt. 2, 59-20; F. V. Hedge, ed., A “MnuOOPk of
Americen Tndians Noxsth of Mezico {Washington, 1210),; Pt. 2, Lk3,

1007; and R. &, Twitchell, Old Santa Fe (Sania Fe, 1925), 17-13.
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opposition and sacked the town. While the settlers of San Juan
struggled to establish the colony, Oﬁate and his lieutenants covered
much of the country explcred by Coronado. OCne journey, in 1601, took
them across the great plains as far as Quivira, possibly the same
native province that Coronado visited sixty years earlier. But

the colonists had beccme discontented with Onate's leadership, end
the authorities in Mexico City soon lost confidence in him. In

1507 he resigrned and a royal governor, Don Pedro de Peralta, arrived
to replace him.

Like Coronado, the pioneers of New Maxico found no riches to
revard their efforts, and they turned to farming and stock-raising.
The first yezrs were hard, and succeeding years were not much easier.
The Crown, now that New Mexico ha@ been secured, tock little interest
in its far-fluag pvovince. In 1,09 or 1.10, the new governor
founded the villa of Santa Fe and moved the seat of government there.
It is still the capitel of New Mexico, and the second oldest city
in the United States.

The history of New Mexico through most of the seventeenth
century centered on a bitter conflict between civil and ecclesias-
tical officials. This feud precluded healthy political develorment,
and the province existed coanstantly on the verge of disintegration.
But the missionsires established themselves in most of the pueblos

end reaped a harvest of souls. In the process the Indians also
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Anzsa's Departure from Tubac, 1775

National Park Service photographs
Tumacacori National Monument



became well-acquainted with Spanish methods of exploitation. They
grew increasingly discontented, and &t last, in 1580, their pent-
up resentment broke loose.

At Taos, Pecos, Acoma, and other pueblos throughout llew Mexico,
the Indians rose in revolt, murdered their priests, end burned the
missions. Killing any Spaniards they encountered, the natives con-
verged on Senta Fe. The capital fell before the onslaught, ard
the enraged Indians attempted to stamp cut all traczes of white
civilization. Over four hundred Spanieards died in the uprising, and
the survivors, led by Governor Antonio de Otermin, retreated down
the river to E1 Paso. The following year, Otermin attempted to
recover the lcs® territory, but his smell army found the tasik teco
great and the venture collapeed.

Not until 1692 was reconques®t again attempted. In that yesr
Goveracr Don Diego de Vergos led e strong army up the Rio Grande
and, vithout firing a shot, reoccupied Santa Fe temporarily. At
each pueblo the Indians submitted to Spanish arms without resistance
end were fcergiven their sins. The following yeer, however, the Tancs
Indiens, who had settled in Santa Fe during the twelve years of
Spanish ebsence, revolted when crdsred to vacate the city. In a
bloody battle they were driven out, and the adobe ville once more
became the caplital of New Mexico,

It socn became agparent that the subtmission of the other Indians

had &@lso been more nominal than actual. De Vargas therefore set out
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to chastiee them as he had the Tanos, but only after six years of
hard fighting did he succeed in re-estsblishing unquestioned Spanish
euthority throughcu® the province. Thereafter, New Mexico remained
under the rule of Svain for over a century. Sparsely settled and
economically denressed, it contributed little to the mother couatry
and received evea less in return., Meinly, it endured as a border-
land and a buffer against potentiel foreign intrusion from the north.
As Bandelier exprecssed it, "the New Mexican colony wes an imperfect
lightning-rod for the more remunerative Spenish possessions in

Chihuahua and Coahuila."l7

T2xas and the “‘Pﬂch Threat

For almost a ceatury efter Onete's colonists founded San Juan,
the Spaniards by-passed Texas enroute to New Mexico. But as New
Mexico had been occupied to counter English imperial ambitions,
now Texeg was to be occupied to counter & genuine threat from France,
In Janusry, 1685, Rene Robert Cavelier, Sieur de Lo Salle, landed a

colony of Frenchmen on the Texas Coest. On Lavaca RBay, an inlet

17. Borndelier, "Documentery History of the Zuni Tribe," 95,
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A replica stands on the approximate site of the

SAN FRANCISCO DE LOS TEJAS MISSION, Texas.

first Spanish mission in East Texas.

National Park Service photograph



of Matagorda Bay, he built Fort St. Louis.18 Alarmed by the specter
of a great French empire spreading over central, North America and
separating Florida from Mexico (a specter that ultimately became a
reality), Spenish officials moved ewiftly to meet the crisis.

In 1686, 1687, and again in 1688, Alonso de Ledn, who became
governor of Coshuila in 1687, led expeditions along the Texas Coast
in search of La Salle's colony. With Father Damian Massanet, a
Franciscen missionary, he made a fourth journey in 1:89 and succeeded
in locating Fort St. Louis. It no longer threatened the Spaniards.
Disaster had befallen the French colony, which had been crippled
by hunger, disease, and dissension, and finelly destroyed by Indians.
The Spanish found only deserted ruins to mark the site of the settle-
ment.

Nevertheless, Spain decided to occupy Texas &s a bulwark against
Frence. In 1590 De Lebn and a contingent of soldiers escorted Father
Massanet and four other missionaries into East Texas. Among the
Tejas Indians of the Neches River Valley, they built the missions

of San Frencisco de los Tejes end Santisimo Nombre de Meria. East

18. Bolton almost certainly established the site of Fort St.
Louis in 1914, and it was excavated by the Texas Memorial Museum in
1950. The site was probably also the first location of the Spanish
mission of Espiritu Santo de Zunige and the presidio of ILa Bahia.
Herbert E. Bolton, "The Location of La Salle's Colony on the Gulf
of Mexico," Mississippi Valley Historical Review, II (1915), 165-182,
For a report on the excavation of the site, see American Antiquity,
XVII (1951), 79. .
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Texas now became a province, with Domingo Teran as governor. But
Father Massanet, fearing that soldiers would corrupt his Indians,
had opposed the founding of presidios to protect the missions. The
French, moreover, had made no attempt to follow up the La Salle
beginning. When the Indians turned hostile, therefore, the fathers
in 1093 abandoned the enterprise. They burned the missions end
hastened back to Coshuila.

Not for two decades did the Spenish attempt to re~-enter Texas.
During this period, the French established themselves on the Gulf
Coast and gradually extended their louisiana frontier. Spanish
colonial officials grew increasingly alarmed, but not until a
French trading expedition under Louis St. Denis crossed Texas to
Coghuila in 1714 were they moved to action. A council of war in
1715 nemed Domingo Ramdn to undertelkes the re-occupation of Texas
and assigned the migsioncry field to Fathers Isidro Espinosa snd
Antonio Margil. The following yesr the expedition set forth. In
the Neches River country, almost under the French guns at Natchi-
toches, the Spaniards raised six missions aad the presidio of
Dolcres. As a way station between Coahuilla and the isolated missions
of East Texas, the Spanish decided to plant a colony on the San
Antonio River. In 1718 Martin de Alarcon carried out the decision.
The mission of San Antonio de Valero (later famous as the Alamo),

a presidio, end a town were founded. Arcund them srew the moder

city of San Antonio.



In 1719 war broke out in Europe between France and Spain, and
the conflict quickly spread to the Louisiana-Texes frontier. When
French troops advanced from Nutchitoches, the Spanish evacuated East
Texas without resistance and retreated to San Antonio. While the
fathers were waiting here for an opportunity to return to their aban-
doned missions, Father Margil built the mission of San José y San
Miguel de Aguayo, ultimately acclaimed the finest in New Spain. The
Merquis de Aguayo, meanvhile, raised a strong army and in 1721 set
out to conguer the lost territory. But the war had ended in Europe,
and Aguayo was permitted to enter East Texas peaceably. He reoccupied
the six abandoned missions and the presidio of Dolores, and built
a new presidio, ILos Adses, near the French post at Natchitoches.
Texas was now separaved from Coshuila and made an independent pro-
vince, with its capital at Los Adaes. Once more, {prain's rule had
been fixed on Texas.

In ccntrast to New Mexico, Texas floruilshed for the next few
decades. Avound San Antonio, Los Adaes, and Bahia del Espiritu
Sento (Matagorda Bay), thriving centers of population developed.

A series of campaigrs against the Apaches slowly pushed the frontier
northward. Missions dotted Texas from the Rio Grande to the Red
River, and an attompt was even mede to convert the Apsches. To the
east, the border dispute betwcen Spain and France kept the frontier

in a state of constant uneasiness. Bubt while the soldiers at Los
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Adess and Natchitoches lared menacingly at one another, Spain

solicdified her rule over Texas.

The Acquisition of Louisisna

From the viswpoint of Spanish colonial officials, the Texas-
Loulsiana border dispute reached an eminently satisfactory conclusion
in 1753. The Seven Years War had finally ended. Despite their dif-
ferences in America, Spain and France had been allied against England
on the battlefields of Europe. By the Treaty of Peris Spain lost
Florida to England, and Louls XV, pertially as compensation and
rartially to forestall the English, gave to his cousin, Charles III
of Spain, the Isle cf Orleans and all of Loulsiana west of the
Missisgippi. The Texas-Louislana border vanished as & line of dis-
pute, ard Spain, no longer sezing need cf the expensive outposts of
East Texas, decided to abandon them. In 1773, tie colonists, much
against their will, were forced to move to San Antonio.

Spain did not get around to taking formal possession of Louisiana
until 1766, when Don Antonio de Ulloa and ninety soldiers arrived
at New Orleans. The new govecnor found himself in an unteneble posi-
tion from the first, for the Freach residents, bitter over the transfer
of their alleglance to Spain, made no secret of their dislike of the
Spaniards. TFirally, following issuance of en order prohibiting trade
with France, discontent erupted into open revolt and Ullca and his

entourage in 1728 were expelled from the province.
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Stung by the insult, Spain the following year sent a strong
military force vack to Louisiana. To Don Alexander O'Reillly was en-
trusted the grim task of stamping out sedition end asserting Spanish
authority. He ferreted out the leaders of the rebellion and dealt
with them mercilessly. ix were condemned to death; others went to
prison. 8o thoroughly did he carry out his orders that he soon won
the sobriquet of "Blcody 0'Reilly." After esvablishing Spanish rule,
however, O0'Reilly, reflecting a general trend in Spanish colonial
policy, adopted a conciliatory attitude and inaugurated a benevolent
regime that permitted the French considerable participation in local
government. In fact, the Spanish merely took over French institutions
and methods, thus deviating from the colonizing techniques they em-
ployed elsewhere. Hence, the frontier institutiors of mission,
presidio, and pucblo never were introduced into loulsiana,

Under a succession of popular Spanish governors, Louisiana enjoyed
greater prosperity than ever before. Operating through French insti-
tutions emsng the Indians, Spenish officials encouraged the fur trade
end attempied to raise a native berrier ageinst the English. Agri-
culture flourished, and forelgn trade, much of it illicit, gave the
colony a viable economy. The population steadily expanded, reaching
50,000 by the cloze of the eighteenth century.

When the English colonies revolted, Spain saw an opportunity to
humble her old antagonigt. Spanish authorities at New Orleans fur-

nished arms and supplies to the rebelling colonists and permitted
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American guerrillas to use Louisiana as a base for operations in
West Florida. After Spain entered the war in 1779, Governor Bernardo
de Galvez led a small expedition up the Missiesippi and captured the
English forts at Manchac, Baton Rouge, and Natchez. In 1780, he
commanded a larger force that seized Mobile and, the following year,
Pensacola, thus adding VWest Florida to Spanish Louisiena.
Spanish-American harmony turned out to be short-lived. In place
of the English, the Speniards now found aggressive American expan-
sionists perched on the Louisgiana frontier, and correctly perceived
the new threat to bte far mcre serious than the old. As one counter-
measure, Spein closed the Misgissippi to American commerce by denying
the right of depogit at New Orlecns. he discontent thus produced
in the Ohio end Mississippi Valleys not only confronted the new United
States Covernment with en explosive internal problem, but complicated
Spanish-Awerican relations for maay years. Also at issue was the
Yazoo Strip, a tract of territory lying between parallels 31 and
320 28", bounded on the eaet by the Chattahooches River and cn the
wast by tie Misegissippi. Uader the treaties that ended the Revolu-
tion, both Spain and the Uaited States claimed the Yazoo Strip.
After a dozen yeszrs of diplematic bickering and frontier intrigue,
Spain, herd-precsz2d in Burope and America, finelly baclhed down. By
the Treaty of San Lorenzo, cr Pinckney's Treaty, Spain in 1795 re-

linguished her claim to the Yazoo Strip end opened the lississippl
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to American commerce. Despite these concessions, she was neverthe-

less to lose all of Louisiena to the Americans within a decade.

Te Occupation of California and Arizona

The stimulus that finally led to the colonization of Celifornia
came from Russia. During the seventeenth century, the Russian
frontier had moved steadily across Siberia, and in the eighteenth
century it expanded into the Aleutian Islends and Alasla. Russian
explorers, notable amcng whom was Vitus Bering, explored the coast
of North Auerica; scme sailed as far south as California. By 1753
traders were working down the coast of the meinlend in search of seal
and otter peltries. Although the threat was actually remote, royal
officials in Spain grew alarmed, and in 177 instructed José de
Gélvez, Visitor-General of New Spain, to investigate the danger from
Russia. Gélvez, who had long advocated the occupation of California,
seized the cpportunity not only to investigate but also to found a
colony in the north.

He organized the enterprise in Lower California, which had an
extensive network of missions that provided a base of operations.
Two expecditions were to set forth, one by land, the other by sea.
The land party consisted of settlers led by Don Gaspar de Portolé
and Franciscen missionaries under Fray Junipero Serra. Two vessels

were to cerry additional colonists end meet Portolé and Serra at
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San Diego Bay. Preceded by an advance guard under Captain Fernando
Rivera y Moncado, Portold and Serre. got under way in the spring of
1759. Struggling over mountein and desert for seven weeks, they
finally arrived at San Diego late in June. The two ships had already
appeared, but their voyage had been a terrible ordeal. Scurvy had
taken tle lives of about half of the seamen and colonists, and the
rest were so weakened that they could scarcely taxe care of them-
selves. MNevertheless, on July 1 Father Serra said mass, the assemblage
sang the Te Deur, and Portola ceremoniously took formal possession

of California for Spain.

On July 13 Father Serra founded the first mission in Upper
California, San Diego de Alcaléd. Inducing the Iandians to become
neophytes, however, proved far more difficult. In fact, a raiding
party attacked the misslon on August 15, killing one Spaniard and
wounding thiree more. Spanish gunpowder made the Indians more tract-
able, bul failed to imbue them with a desire for conversion. For
over a year the mission rolls recorded not a sinzle convert.

Meznwinile, Portold end sixty-two men had set out for Monterey
Bay on July 14. He found there no fine harbor such as described
by Vizeeino in 1502, end concluded that it must be farther north.

His search tock him almost to Dralke's Bay, and led tc the discovery,
at last, of San Francisco Bey--"a very large and fine harbor," recorded

g my B 2 . N “
Portola's diarist, "euch that not only 2ll of the navy of our most
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Catholic Majesty but those of all Furope could take shelter in it."19

Returning to San Diego, Portola found the colony on the point
of starvation. Just when all hope seemed lost, however, a ship
sailed into the bay with provisions that saved the California ven-
ture from total ruin. From the San Diego base, Portold and Serra
secured Spain's hold on California. In June, 1770, they founded the
presidio of Monterey and the mission of San Carlos. Reinforced by
more Franciscans, Father Serra in the next three years built the
missions of San Antonio de Padua, San Gebriel Arcéngel, and San Luis
Obispo cde Tolesa. Other missions were built in later years. But
the California settlements, dependent as yet on supply ships from
Mexico, failed to prosper. More colonists, especially women, were
needed, as well as livestock in sufficient quantity to form the basis
for a stable econcmy. The future of Spanish California hinged largely
on the o»wning of a lend route from Mexico.

A tre:zl to California from the east could now be blazed, for in
the century preceding the occupation of California the Spanish fron-
tier had moved northward into Pimeria Alta, the country now comprising
northern Sonora and southern Arizone. Missions, presidios, and
pueblos dotted this land of the Upper Pime Indians.

The men larzely responsible for this developuent was a Jesult

19. Herbert E. Bolton, Fray Juan Crespi (Berkeley, 1927), p. 28.
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KINO ON THE TRAIL. Diorama at Tumacacori National Monument depicts a typical scene during
Father Kino's travels in Pimeria Alta.
National Park Service photograph
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missionary, Fray Eusebio Francisco Kinoe A dedicated man with
boundless energy, Kianame to Sonora in 1587. From his headquarters
at the mission of Nuestra Senora de los Dolores, on the San Miguel
River of northern Sonora, he built a chain of missions that extended
as far north as San Xavier del Bac, near present Tucson. Between
1687 and his death in 1711, Kino also explored and mepped much of the
country drained by the San Pedro, Santa Cruz, and Gila Rivers, and

it was he who meade known, once and for all, the geographical fact
that Lower Celifornia weas a peninsule and not an island.

After Kino's death in 1711, Spanish activity in Pimeria Alta
diminished. The missions led a precarious existence because of
Apache depredations, and meny had to be abandoned. A group of German
Jesuits in 1732 h<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>