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The following declaration of National Park Standards has been adopted or endorsed by the following
organizations:
American Association of Museums
American Canoe Association
American Game Protective Association
American Institute of Park Executives
American Museum of Natural History
American Nature Association
American Physical Education Association
American Society of Mammalogists
American Tree Association
Appalachian Mountain Club
Boy Scouts of America
Brookhaven Game Protective Association
Bureau of Commercial Economics
Camp and Trail Club
Contra Costa Hills Club
Covington (Ky.) Chapter Wild Flower Preservation Society
Geographical Society of Philadelphia
The Green Mountain Club
}lawaiian Trail and Mountain Club
Hook Mountain Club

follows:

r That park areas must be of national

interest to
warrant their commitment to national care.

2 That the area of each park must be a logical unit,
embracing all territory required for effective administration and for rounding out the life zones of
its flora and fauna.

3 That each park area shall be a sanctuary for the
scientific care, study, and preservation of all wild

plant and animal life within its limits, to the end
that no species shall become extinct.

+ That

wilderness features within any park shall be

kept absolutely primitive.

5 That with respect

to any unique geological formations or historic or prehistoric remains within its
confines each park shall be regarded as an outdoor museum, the preservation of whose treasures
is a sacred trust.

6 That the existence of the parks is justified and insured by the educational and spiritual benefits to

has aiso been unofficially approved by:
R. P. Bass, Concord, New Hampshire
Barrington Moore, Council on National Parks, Forests, and
Wild Life
Paul G. Redington, President, Society of American Foresters,
Washington

William E. Colby, Chairman, State Park Commission,

National Parks are spacious land areas essentially in their primeval condition and so outstandingly superior in quality and beauty to
average examples of their several types as to
demand their preservation intact and in their
entirety for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of all the people for all time.
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Lake Placid Club
Long Island Association of Sportsmen's Club
The Mount Baker CIub
The Mountaineers
National Association of Audubon Societies
National Highways Association
National Parks Association
New England Wild Flower Preservation Society
New York State Fish, Game, and Forest League
The Paterson Rambling Club
Pennsylvania Alpine Club
The Prairie Club
The Tramp and Trail Club of New York
Wasatch Mountain Club
Washington Alpine Club
Westchester County Conservation Association
Wild Flower Preservation Society of America

It
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San

Francisco

Other approvals will be added in succeeding editions
of this pamphlet.

be derived from contact

with pristine wilderness.

7 That parks must
use, and

be kept free from all industrial
that sanctuary, scientific, and primitive

values must always take precedence over recreational or other values.

II
National Parks must be considered from two
points of view: as a system, and individually.
The National Park System should be perfected:
(r) by elimination of units that fail to meet its
standards; (z) by addition of units that will fully
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maintain or increase its supreme scenic magnifiits scientific and educational superiority,
and its character as a unique national institution; and fu) by withdrawal of existing legislation authorizing in certain parks the utilization
of resources in a manner inconsistent with National Park Standards.

Congress
park.

cence,

National Parks should differ as widely as possible from one another in their physical aspects,
and the National Park System should represent
a wide range of typical land forms of supreme
quality.

l
I

Exact metes and bounds from studies made by
the National Park Service should be established

[+]

Parks or to determine their contents and boundaries, but it should depend upon the government's one permanent expert park organization,
the National Park Service, which alone possesses
the requisite knowledge, tradition, and experience, united with responsibility to the people.

Committees to consider boundary problems
should be strictly advisory to the National adminisration, to which alone they should be empowered to report.
National Parks and additions thereto should be
created only from lands now in the possession of
the F ederal government or from ereas presented
to the government free from private holdings.

Land offered for creation of a new National
Park, whether in national or private possession,
should not be considered by Congressrnor should
the proposed park be promoted, until it is thoroughly studied by the National Park Service and
found fully up to standard.

III

The Secretary of the Interior refers the bill to
the National Park Service for examination of
the area and for report back to him. Such examination should be made at the expense of the
National government, not of the local community which would profit by the park's creation. In this procedure lies the great safeguard
of the standards.

new

Congress should not empower individuals, committees, or commissions to choose new National

To preserve the National Park System, it must
be recogntzed: (I) that any infraction of standards in any park constitutes an invasion of the
system; and (z) that the addition to the system
of any park below standard lowers the standard
of the system. Every proposed use of any park in
defiance of National Park Standards and the admission to the system of any park falling short
of the standards must be resisted. Areas essentially of state-park caliber or primarily of local
interest must not be admitted to the National
Park System.

The first official step toward National Park creation by Congress is the introduction of a bill.
According to Congressional precedent since the
beginning of the system in 1872, the bill is referred to the Committee on Public Lands, which
in turn refers it to the Secr etary of the Interior
for a report on its standards and availability.

in the organic act of every

J
1

Areas required to round out existing National
Parks should be added at the earliest opportunity, but only if recommended by the National
Park Service; and wherever possible, park areas
should be rounded out so as to include feeding
grounds for the wild life found therein.

It

is the fixed policy of the Federal government
to purchase no land for new National Parks, but
it should purchase at once alienated areas within
the boundaries of existing parks. This distinction is fundamental and exceedingly important.

All existing National Parks now up to the standards set forth should remain as created, subject
to modification only upon the favorable recommendation of the Secretary of the Interior and
the Director of the National Park Service, based
upon expert investigation.

Ir]

National Parks not up to National Park Standards should be transferred to some other classification in the national domain or turned over to
states for local care and use.

irreplaceable objects

That development of parks as units be planned
with a view to their co6rdination as parts of the
system. Interpark highways and air lanes, for
example, should be planned from the systemal
point of view.

2 That each park

Wilderness and sanctuary areas should be reached
by trail onlyr-such areas to remain undeveloped.
fields, as in the case of railroad staiions, be located outside park boundaries.
They should be considered only f91t\e needs of
inteipark flights. Flying across National Park
areas should be closely regulated.

g
- That airplane landing

ro That any park buildings be as unobtrusive

public, and at the locations where they will
least interfere with natural conditions.

r

That concessions be granted only for such business as is necessary for the care and comfort of
visitors, and then in definitely localized areas.
Such concessions should not interfere with the
rights of individuals under park rules to provide
for themselves while visiting the parks.

t2

That recreational use of any park be confined to
roads, concentration locations, and trails so
chosen as to interfere as little as possible with
major uses and no.t at all with the rights.of future
generations to enjoy nature unmodified.

r

be administered individually for

ple, no logging should be permitted on park lands,
by exchange or otherwise.

4 That scientific, educational, and inspirational
values dictate the major uses of parks.

5 That

cultivation of crowds for the sake of records
or profits, and the introduction of the pleasures of

ordinary roadside and mountain resorts be regarded as a violation of National Park Standards.

6 That scientific administration be applied to the
maintenance of every park standard, and particu-

as

possibler-harmonizing with their surroundings.
They should be erected only whgre necessary for
the protection of the parks and the comfort of the

the development of its highest usefulness to the
people of the nation first, and thereafter to the
people of its neighborhood.

3 That no indusrial use be permitted. For exam-

'and scientific

B That roads be developed in each National Park
only for the purpose of protection and to bringthe-public in touch with the principal.features of
the park. In no case should they be built where
they would in any way impair natural features.

Iv
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natural

interest.

Appropriations should be adequate to enable the
National Park Service to protect existing parks
and their forests against fire, vandalism, and
any other agencies of destruction, and to maintain the system in accordance with National
Park Standards.

In administering National Parks and keeping
the system up to standard, it is important:

of

lhought is that l{ational Parks-the parks
witiin theiesponsibility of tlte Federal goaernfft'ent
be-those of outstanding scientific and
-sltould
spiritual appeal, those that .are unique in their
sli m u l ati on an d i n sP irati on."

"My

larly to the preservation of wilderness, wildJife,
and geological features.

7' That a suitable educational progr-am be developed, using the natural features of the-parks as
instructional material. The National Park Service should inform the public concerning park
aims and emphasize the necessity of caring for

"Tlre educational and inspirational ualue of tlre
National Parks is Jar greater tlran any material
gain that miglrt be deriued tlrough industrial
utilization oJ tlreir natural reszurces."
Lyuam Wrlnun
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