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S U M M A R Y O F F I N D I N G S 

With the passage of the Pemigewasset River Study Act of 

1990, Congress authorized a study of the Pemigewasset 

River for possible inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers 

System (National System) and directed the National Park 

Service to conduct the study. Two river segments were in­

cluded in the study: a headwater reach through Franconia 

Notch State Park ("Franconia Notch segment"), and a reach 

extending through seven communities from Thornton 

through Bridgewater, New Hampshire ("Valley segment"). 

This report documents the Service's findings, and provides 

a basis for Congress to determine whether the Pemigewas­

set River should be included in the National System. 

The study has two basic goals: 1) to determine the eligibil­

ity and suitability of the Pemigewasset River study segments 

for inclusion in the National System; and 2) to develop a 

locally-supported conservation plan for the river. 

The study was conducted in close cooperation with a broad-

based local advisory committee, representing all interests 

with a stake in river management. The Study Committee's 

major charge was to develop a river management plan for 

the Pemigewasset that could be implemented regardless of 

designation. Several principles were established at the out­

set of the study to guide development of this river manage­

ment plan: 

• local control of river management 

• reliance upon existing river protection measures 

• no federal land acquisition or management 

• recognition of the need for economic growth 

• protection of private property rights 

The river management plan is presented in its entirety in 

appendix B. 

Eligibility and Classification 

The National Park Service has concluded that both the 

Franconia Notch segment and the Valley segment are eli­

gible for inclusion in the National System based on free-

flowing character and the presence of outstanding resource 

values. Outstanding resources in the Franconia Notch seg­

ment are geology, recreation, scenery, and rare plants and 

wildlife. Outstanding resources of the Valley segment are 

anadromous and resident fisheries, flatwater canoeing, and 

geology/hydrology. 

The most appropriate classifications for the eligible river 

segments are as follows: 

Franconia Notch Segment 

• Profile Lake to southern park boundary (6 miles): 

Scenic 

Valley Segment 

• Woodstock/Thornton town line to Thornton railroad 

bridge (7 miles): Scenic 

• Thornton railroad bridge to Bridgewater/Bristol town 

line (19.5 miles): Recreational 

Suitability 

None of the eligible segments is found to meet all of the 

requisite criteria of suitability as a component of the 

National System. Principal factors considered in determin­

ing suitability are discussed later in this report and relate to 

a river's potential to be managed and protected effectively 

as a component of the National System. For the Pemige­

wasset River, there must be long-term protection provided 

for the river's outstanding resources, state support for des­

ignation of the Franconia Notch segment, and demonstrated 

local support for the privately-owned corridor of the Valley 

segment. 

Outstanding resources in the Franconia Notch segment are 

well protected by virtue of state ownership of the entire 

corridor and management of the area as a high-profile state' 

park. Outstanding resources in the Valley segment receive 

good protection from a combination of local, state and 
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