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82 w It is 1829, eight years after Mexico gained In 1829, La Villa Real de Santa Fe de San Francisco Other trade parties soon followed. Some found The lands crossed by the Old Spanish Trail were Commerce along the Old Spanish Trail began Along the Old Spanish Trail sound animals, good packing

28 § the longest i | i s, provincial capi i | | lluring. For decades missionaries, f t i s

TO 2 g Y 7 independence from Spain. New Mexican traders de Asis, provincial capital of New Mexico, was just a alternative routes that together bgcame known as alluring. For decades missionaries, fur trappers, as a legitimate barter for horses and mules, but eqguipment, and a capable crew were the prerequisites of a

T&5 ©8 travel overland to establish new commercial dusty frontier town that sheltered a mix of Spanish the Old Spanish Trail. It took Armijo’s group about 12 American Indians, and othe(s ventured repeatedly some _traders and adventurers_ found it easier to successful pack train. The success of the trip depended on o

5 9= S crooKkedest, most relations with frontier settlements in California. colonial families, newer Mexican arrivals, displaced weeks to reach California and six weeks to return on into and across the vast territory between New steal livestock than to obtain it legally. Americans the skills and abilities of those who packed and drove the 2

= 5: S = z( t{/ They carry locally produced merchandise to Indians, and a small, but growing number of the trail historians LeRoy and Ann Hafen called, “the Mexico and California. claiming to _bQ beaver trappers, fugitive Indians _ animals that carried the merchandise. ;

< . & § x ar Ilﬂll.fjdﬁ mue exchange for mules and horses. Items include Americans. Over 1,000 miles to the west, the Pueblo longest, crookedest, most arduous pack mule route in _ , KR _ from the missions, gent|l_e Indians from the frontier, 8

_c'z § = = 5 - f serapes, blankets, ponchos, and socks; a variety of de la Reina de los Angeles was an even smaller ranch the history of America.” By the time Armijo starf[ed his trip, New Mexican and renegade New Mexicans teamed together to New Mexicans had a well-deserved reputation as excellent =

S x 2 © = route in the hides — gamuzas (chamois), buffalo robes, bear and town. Consisting of little more than a church and ]tcra;lders (\j/ver%farq]ha(rj Wk:th the r?)u.tes others hg_d gather horses and mules to take illegally back to horsemen and muleteers. American eyewitnesses marveled 2

»= < § s f '7/ . beaver skins; as well as hats, shawls, and quilts. plaza, and a few homes and government buildings, . ko OV\lled e U 'czjef R gze[grap i Neﬂ Jiexeo, f|1n [egetion (;[O these W|desphread rallds, q at the dexterity and skill with which they harnessed and - 8

o 5 ::g 5% Uz‘ogf merica. .. it was the largest Mexican community in an area : MOWIECTEL0AIMECRIICHI PrevIetis geRetitions, Ca I'Ok:ntlf? a{ﬁ. on’uis E”e = recapttg:ei e stotc Iatﬂ adjusted packs of merchandise. Experienced travelers g

Oz> m=z By this time Santa Fe is witnessing increased characterized by dispersed ranches, decaying Spanish . . . : L L IR e Sl e AICCIRL LS suggested that New Mexicans should always be used as o

; o . gl 2 The trips were arduous. Dramatically changing terrain illicit trade. " - - °

economic activity brought on by successful missions, and Indian villages. teamsters for they “can catch up and roll up in half the time 1=

and climate posed major challenges. Caravans lost

o ; ] ; : 3 thei , suffered from thirst, and forced t
manufactured products arrive in New Mexico from During the winter of 1829-1830, Antonio Armijo led ea?;(;/\r/r?g c;tjtheerif parccl)<mmuller§ w?wr:en \gng;“gsrcrzn (;)ut.

the eastern United States along the Santa Fe Trail. a caravan of 60 men and 100 pack mules from New e ¥ = . ‘ B SNforn ol o hardl c asart Ay m—— The line of march of this strange cavalcade occupied Packers were always in demand and utilized a variety The Eqmpment IIIegaI captIVIt)’ The Railroad and the End of the Trail

Many goods are also traveling along El Camino Mexico to Mission San Gabriel in California, east of . ; and endured severe weather. an extent of more than a mile...Near this motley of skills. They secured loads with intricate knots, splices

Real de Tierra Adentro to and from the interior Los Angeles. The caravan carried woolen rugs and - ' T L oeng crowd we sojourned for one night...Their pack-saddles and hitches; they acted as veterinarians and blacksmiths. While the mule was the heart of the Long before traders ventured into this region, Beginning in the mid-1840s, new routes such as

of Mexico. blankets produced in New Mexico to trade for horses 4 41 ) and bales had been taken off and carefully piled, so They estimated the safe carrying capacity of a mule, and transportation system, the packing American Indians traveled and traded along many wagon roads carried troops fighting in the Mexican-
and mules. - as not only to protect them from damp, but to form identified and treated animals suffering from improperly equipment played an equally significant role. of the paths that the trade caravans later followed. American War, pioneers bound for California, miners

American and Mexican trade. Large quantities of the average person does.”

a sort of barricade or fort for their owner. From balanced loads. They timed the travel day to stop at a The aparejo (packsaddle) was the central Petroglyphs show us that the mule caravans were joining the gold rush, and still more traders into the
one side to the other of these little corrals of goods meadow or creek bottom that provided good forage. ﬁ(laerﬁg g;?e(la;Lsglfjlgﬁglgiitr;?\i\ég V(\)/i(:gésultzed Witnesseq by American Indians anng the rogte. West. A few nOtable Americanslused 't.he traill- In
a Mexican blanket was stretched, under which the Packers also had to be able to lift heavy loads, be good injuring the animal. It was described by Indian gu@es had lengthy contact with Mexican 1847 and 1848, Kit Car§on ca.rned.r.mhtary dispatches
trader lay smoking his cigarrito... farriers, and “accomplish marvels with the axe and screw oho.dBseR Bt s noaror ot T and American traders. east along the Old Spanish Tra|ll. Military attaché .
Lieutenant George Brewerton, 1848 key and a young sapling for a lever.” perfection in a pack saddle, than any other . ' . George Brc’awerton kept a detailed account of his trip.
form of pack saddle yet invented.” Trade sometimes involved the illegal exchange John C. Frémont led U.S. government-sponsored
of horses, mules, and even human beings. Some exploratory survey trips to plan for the advent of
Beasts of Burden captives, including American Indians, Spaniards, railroads in the West.

' and Mexicans were ransomed at the frequent

Mules had incredible strength and endurance, . trade fairs that characterized the western economy. By 1869, however, a rail route connected the plains
fared better than horses where water was ' The slave trade changed the lifeways of American of the Midwest and San Francisco Bay. Portions
scarce and forage poor, and recovered more . Indians through depopulation and loss of traditional of the Old Spanish Trail evolved into wagon roads
rapidly after periods of hardship. Their hard and - knowledge. Human captivity was part of the reality for local travel, but the days of cross-country mule

small hoofs withstood the shock and abrasion
of rocky, boulder-strewn ter.(pilr}?

of the West, affecting all who lived in the region. caravans on the Old Spanish Trail had ended.
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Detail, San Gabriel Mission, 1832, by Ferdinand Deppe }IP'-A";/
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EARLY EXPLORATIONS

1598...... Don Juan de Onate establishes San Juan de
los Caballeros (near modern Ohkay Owingeh

Pueblo), the first Spanish settlement in New Mexico.

1610...... Don Pedro de Peralta founds Santa Fe, the new

Franciscan priests, Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez and Francisco Silvestre Vélez de
Escalante follow Rivera’s route to the Great
Basin in western Utah.

TRAIL MILESTONES

1829...... Antonio Armijo leads the first trade caravan
from Abiquiu to Los Angeles, opening the Old
Spanish Trail.

183l...... William Wolfskill and George C.Yount blaze a
more northern route that ascends into central

%A Jf;az'[

Three trails, including the Old Spanish Trail,
merged in Santa Fe. EI Camino Real de Tierra
Adentro (the Royal Road to the Interior Lands)
was a wagon road between Mexico City and
Santa Fe. The Santa Fe Trail, an international
wagon route that crossed the plains, linked
Missouri with Santa Fe.

Old Spanish National Historic Trail

e North Branch
North

e Northern Route
Armijo Route

Mojave Road

®Salt.Lake City

The Northern Route:

First blazed by William Wolfskill and George

C. Yount in 1831, this route veered northwest
from Abiquit through Southern Colorado and
central Utah. It avoided the rugged canyons of
the Colorado River that the Armijo party had
encountered and took advantage of the better
water and pasture resources across central Utah
before returning to the Colorado River and

The North Branch:

This route followed well-known trapper and trade routes north through
the Rio Grande gorge to Taos and into southern Colorado. It then went
west through Cochetopa Pass, largely open during the winter when
other passes were snowed in and up the Gunnison River valley, rejoining |@®Penver
the Northern Route near present-day Green River, Utah.

Green Rivey Grand Junction

s Ty

It is difficult to see traces of the trail in the
modern landscape. Most of the routes of the
Old Spanish Trail have been reclaimed by nature
or changed by later use. However, some of the
landmarks that guided trail travelers can still be
seen today.

Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation
Area

Fort Garland Museum, Fort Garland

Fort Uncompaghre, Delta

Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve
Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area

J;az[%ﬁmm‘mﬁm

The Old Spanish National Historic Trail was
designated by Congress in 2002. The trail runs
through New Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, Utah,
Nevada and California. The Bureau of Land
Management and the National Park Service
administer the trail together to encourage

capital of New Mexico. Spanish colonials establish El Pueblo de la

Reina de los Angeles in California.

Armijo’s route not far from Las Vegas.

Utah before heading southwest into California. MclInnis Canyons National Conservation Area preservation and public use.

I765...... Juan Maria Antonio Rivera leads two parties The trails witnessed dramatic growth in use | The following sites along the trail offer the Southern Ute Cultural Center and Museum,
from New Mexico to explore southwestern 1821...... Mexico gains independence from Spain. 1834...... José Avieta and |25 men arrive at Los Angeles after 1821, when a large and broad array of N EVADA Gunnison opportunity to experience some of the natural Ignacio These two federal agencies work in close
Colorado and southeastern Utah. 1825 Antorne Robidoux builds Fort U . Ca"l)""g I’?S serapes, 314 blankets, and other merchandise came to New Mexico from the landscapes crossed by the trail. They are only a ® Ute Museum and Memorial Site, Montrose partnership with the Old Spanish Trail
...... ntoine hobidoux builds rort Uncompangre woolen goods. . Il li f ol isit iated A iati A i Indi trib tat t
1774...... Father Francisco Hermenegildo Garcés sets out (Fort Robidoux) near present-day Delta, Colorado, Eastern United States and Europe. Merchants \S/\T,[?] tshaerrli)aliTngupcjr:elseay:)nunc]zr:ev? \i:lst?r: lati e Nevada: ar??joriinl?c?’ al mcf\:lecianngTanerfzi'ess ° Gr)i'vz(t): .
from southern Arizona to explore a path to where Indians and traders bargained for goods. 1837...... José Maria Chavez and family settle in what became took many of these products further into Mexico COLORADO - P y 9 ) petg . 9 /P
the California missions. He follows the Mojave known as the Chavez Ravine in Los Angeles. along El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro. official trail websites. , _ landowners, nonprofit groups, and many others.
River and reaches Mission San Gabriel. 1826...... Jeddediah S. Smith leads a small party of Lake Mead National Recreation Area
fur trappers westward from Cache Valley, Utah. 1839...... José Antonio Salazar arrives in California at the Arizona: Lost City Museum, Overton For more information, including more site

head of a group of 75 men; Francisco Quintana

. . Old Las Vegas Mormon Fort State Park
carries domestic manufactures worth $78.25.

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area
Springs Preserve, Las Vegas

locations and trip planning tools, please visit
our official trail websites:

®  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

®  Grand Canyon/Parashant National
Monument Bureau of Land Management

®  Navajo National Monument New Mexico: Utah State Office

®  Pipe Spring National Monument www.blm.gov/ut

Taos ®  Aztec Ruins National Monument

All routes came together at Fork of Roads, Santuis
east of present-day Barstow in the Mojave
desert, and then crossed Cajon Pass between
the San Gabriel and San Bernadino Mountains

to Coastal California. After negotiating the

La Plata
® Fredonia , ®Page o A ztef
Teec Nos*Ros

1841...... Francisco Estevan Vigil arrives at Los Angeles and
presents a passport and instructions describing
the duties and responsibilities of a commander of

COIERARS a caravan.
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Dominguez-Escalante, 1776-1777

‘Kayenta
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mmmm Francisco Garces, 1774
mmms  Jedediah Smith, 1826-1827
—

The Old Spanish Trail’s rugged terrain discouraged

As trading opportunities opened up, traders sought the quickest and safest route.

designated by Congress

—
N —
I 1842....... A party of 40 New Mexicans from Abiquid settles pass, traders had an easy two to three days California: o pal - . . .
Northern Route, 1831 alifornia: alace of the Governors and New Mexico National Park Service
= 1 Mojave Road, 1826 at Agua Mansa and Politana in California; the. e ©1F WEEE, [ i aliiyin &) gRie oL, travel to the San Gabriel Mission and beyond to Las Vega History Museur, Santa Fe National Trails Intermountain Region
1M Armijo Route, 1829 Francisco Estevan Vigil and 194 men are issued mainly used by men and mules. Los Angeles. The Armijo Route: . . roe
. TSI . . . . ® Desert Discovery Center, Barstow ® Rio Grande Gorge Visitor Center, Taos WwWw.Nnps.gov/olsp
I North Branch, 1848 . passports carrying 4,150 California animals back Tecopa The first complete trip across the trail began in ® | Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical ®  Spanish Colonial Art M S F
: i, to New Mexico. Traders used different routes from trip to trip, ] Abiquit, northwest of Santa Fe. The Armijo party & Sahta Fe ueblo de Los Angeles Historica panish Colonial Art Museum, Santa Fe o
ey NEVADA © Ty . depending on weather and water. Caravans ; followed well-known trails northwest to the San 3 P M.on.umesnt Gabriel. San Gabriel h V<|>dlunte<.erh0rg'?n|zat|.or?
— 1843...... Juan Arce hauls merchandise worth $487.50. left Nev(\j, :c\/lexico ipfthe-late S;]Jmme-r or fallland CALIFORNIA Searchlight Juan River, then nearly due west to the Virgin ~>_p : m;s;sg Nzgonzl rl:l’(ree,se?:e abrie Utah: vaviﬁgl;a;r;:t:fg%anon
1844...... Francisco Rael carries domestic manufactures and re.turne rombcla |ko(rjn|a nt © spring. Earé/ Rlvgr. Uy Lets e (Crgiing oif 10z Fathers,. To Franklin, Missouri ®  Mojave River Valley Museum, Barstow ®  Arches National Park
sheep worth $1,748. winter snows blocked mountain passes an cut into rock canyon wall some 75 years earlier via the Santa Fe Trail : g . .
’ travelers chose their routes accordingly. In the : ey ¢ ® San Bernardino County Museum, Redlands ® Beaver Wash Dam National Conservation Area
. . gly. ™ by the Dominguez-Escalante party. Armijo’s < 800 mi 1287 km ®  Grand Stai _Escalante National
: ARIZONA - 1846....... The Mexican-American War begins. spring, traders worried about late snows and Barstow The Mojave Road: caravan went down the Muddy River and across ol Mran a:case S il
u — floods. On every trip, they worried about water ) o ) ] ; : P : olorado: onumen
- 1848...... Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo ends Mexican- i A 188-mile crossing of the Mojave Desert long ARIZONA | the Mojave Desertto the Amargosa and Mojave <o, Cityg hexico ® John Wesley Powell River History Museum,
/ pe-idalg and forage, often racing to beat other caravans to , . Rivers, through Cajon Pass and down to Mission via El Camino Real » yat .
American War; the Southwest becomes U.S. KNOWN SOUrCes. used by area Indians and by Spanish explorers S G’ briel de Ti Ao ® Anasazi Heritage Center/Canyons of the Green River
o NEW MEXICO temitory; California Gold Rush begins Los Angeles ® San Bernardino and missionaries, it was first traveled by Jedediah e 12e42Ier.ra 200e0nkr° ‘Ancients National Mo : i ® Museum of the San Rafael, Castle Dale
— San Gabriel 1849 G il he 0Id Soanish 2 Smith, an American trapper, in 1826. [l i ; e ° M&a‘r}'ﬁl’ds“eum, Moab
...... ommercial caravans across the panis o M ol e S
Q Trail largely cease as more direct transportation <= e Statyﬁ%}m-m.
o routes develop - A : y . ¥ Rara
% B & Phodrix NEW MEXICO 2 T TSRO
Earlier explorations provided essential knowledge about the lands and cultures between Santa Fe and Los Angeles. 2002...... The Old Spanish National Historic Trail is . ) :
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