
LAKE OZETTE Revised 1983 
Olympic National Park 

Lake Ozet te was v a r i o u s l y known a s Lake of the Sun on e a r l y maps, and a s 
Ka'houk, or a l a r g e body of f resh water , by the Makah I n d i a n s . The f i r s t 
Caucasian recorded to have seen Lake Ozet te was James Swan, an Indian Agent 
from Neah Bay, who went t h e r e in 1864. S e t t l e r s of Scandanavian o r i g i n 
a r r i v e d in the 1 8 9 0 ' s . Ves t iges of t h e i r homesteads s t i l l remain near t he 
l a k e . 

The l a k e i s t h e t h i r d l a r g e s t (7,787 a c r e s ) n a t u r a l body of f resh water in 
t h e S t a t e of Washington and i s over 300 f ee t deep. Lake Ozet te i s t h e most 
wes te r ly l a r g e l a k e in t h e conterminous (48) United S t a t e s . 

The Pac i f i c Coast a rea of Olympic National Park borders t h e western s h o r e l i n e 
of Lake Oze t t e . Two t r a i l s l eave the Lake Ozet te Ranger S t a t i o n for the ocean 
beaches. The more n o r t h e r l y t r a i l i s t h e Indian V i l l a g e Nature T r a i l which 
l eads 3.3 mi l e s through t y p i c a l lowland c o a s t a l f o r e s t to the beach. This 
t r a i l passes through Ahls t rom's P r a i r i e , s i t e of an old abandoned homestead. 

Ju s t no r th of t h i s t r a i l ' s end i s Cape Alava, t h e most wes te r ly po in t of land 
in the conterminous United S t a t e s . A shor t d i s t a n c e no r th of Cape Alava i s 
the s i t e of t h e a r c h e o l o g i c a l excavat ions which were conducted throughout t he 
1970 's on the Ozet te Indian Reservat ion by Washington S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . The 
s i t e provided most of t h e a r t i f a c t s t h a t a r e on d i s p l a y a t t he Makah Cu l tu ra l 
Center in Neah Bay. P r e s e n t l y , t he s i t e i s c losed and b u r l e d . 

A second t r a i l l eaves the ranger s t a t i o n and l eads 3 mi l e s to Sand P o i n t . 
There a r e two s h e l t e r s a t Sand Point a v a i l a b l e for "Emergency Use" on ly . I t 
i s wise to c a r r y a t e n t or p l a s t i c t a r p for s h e l t e r . P lease pack the t a r p and 
a l l nonburnables out wi th you when you l e a v e . Keep your wi lderness c l e a n . 

CAUTION: THE CEDAR PUNCHEON WALKWAY IS SLIPPERY WHEN WET OR FROSTY. 
RECOMMEND TENNIS SHOE OR OTHER SOFT-SOLED SHOE. 

A 9.3 mile loop hike may be made by taking one of these t r a i l s to the beach, 
hiking along the beach for 3 miles , and returning by the other t r a i l to your 
car . Tennis shoes or other soft-soled shoes a re recommended for the puncheon 
walkway, while waterproof footwear or hiking boots may be bet ter along the 
coast . Rocks, islands and seastacks l i e off the wilderness coast . Invest igat 
ing the l i f e in tidepools i s a favori te pastime. 

Two addit ional t r a i l s lead from Lake Ozette to the beach, but these t ra i lheads 
may be reached by boat only. These t r a i l s are usually muddy in spots and 
caution must be exercised on slippery cedar puncheon footbridges. The f i r s t 
of these t r a i l s i s located 3/4 mile south of the Ericsons Bay campground. A 
2.2 mile hike leads to the south end of Sand Poin t ' s broad sandy beach. 

The other t r a i l leads from Aliens Bay, a t the lower end of the lake, 2.3 miles 
to the beaches near the Norwegian Memorial. The memorial commemorates the 
shipwreck of the Prince Arthur of Norway which ran aground on the treacherous 
rocks on January 2, 1903. 



Lake Oze t t e i s good for boa t ing of a l l k i n d s . I t i s wise to t a k e c a r e dur ing 
high winds, a s the l a k e ' s waters can become very rough and hazardous . A small 
campground i s l oca t ed about midway down the l a k e a t Er icsons Bay and can be 
reached only by b o a t . Water a t Er icsons Bay i s shal low wi th a sandy bottom 
t h a t some f ind i d e a l for wading and swimming. 

All d r ink ing water from l a k e or s treams should be bo i led one f u l l minute or 
o therwise t r e a t e d to des t roy Giardia protozoans which could cause i l l n e s s . 

Fishing i s a popular spor t on Lake Oze t t e . There i s a c losed season on the 
l a k e for salmon and s t e e l h e a d . Lake wate rs e r e not i n s i d e t h e boundaries of 
Olympic Nat iona l Park, so a Washington f i sh ing l i c e n s e and a p p l i c a b l e punch 
ca rds a r e r e q u i r e d , and s t a t e f i sh ing r e g u l a t i o n s a r e a p p l i c a b l e . Fishermen 
may p i t t h e i r s k i l l s a g a i n s t largeraouth b a s s , yel low perch , c u t t h r o a t t r o u t , 
kokanee, squawfish, p lus seasonal runs of s i l v e r and sockeye salmon and s t e e l -
head. (The Ozet te River may be f ished wi th in the park boundar i e s . ) Within 
the park boundar ies no l i c e n s e i s r e q u i r e d ; however, a p p l i c a b l e punch ca rds 
must be in possess ion and t h e p a r k ' s f i s h i n g r e g u l a t i o n s consul ted for season, 
s i z e and bag l i m i t s . The Ocet te River f e a t u r e s c u t t h r o a t t r o u t , squawfish, 
and seasona l runs of s i l v e r and sockeye salmon, p lus s t e e l h e a d . A copy of the 
P a r k ' s f i s h i n g r e g u l a t i o n s i s a v a i l a b l e from ranger s t a t i o n s or from t h e 
Super in tendent , Olympic Nat iona l X^ark, 600 East Park Avenue, Por t Angeles, 
WA 98362. 

Overnight camping for t e n t s or t a i l e r s i s a v a i l a b l e a t t h e campground near the 
Ranger S t a t i o n . 

More d e t a i l e d informat ion about t h e c o a s t a l a r ea and beach h ik ing may be 
obta ined from t h e fol lowing books a v a i l a b l e from: 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST NATIONAL PARKS AND FORESTS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
2800 Hurricane Ridge Road 

Por t Angeles , WA 98362 

Roads and T r a i l s of Olypmic Nat iona l Park , by L e i s s l e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 8 . 6 0 

The Olympic Seashore , by K i r k ^ . . . . . • • * . < > « • « . • . . . . • • . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 6.60 

Ind ian T i l l a g e Nature T r a i l , b y Kanae (Tr-ailhead c o s t 25"d) $ .50 

IJ .S.G.S. Qpadrangle Sheet of Lake O z e t t e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2.55 

Notes Above p r i c e s i n c l u d e nad.ling c o s t s . Washington S t a t e r e s i d e n t s , 
p l e a s e add 7,&fo s a l e s t a x . 
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