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ABOUT YOUR VISIT 

Crossed or skirted by several highways, Ozark National 
Scenic Riverways is within an easy day's drive of two 
large metropolitan centers-175 miles south of St. Louis, 
250 southeast of Kansas City-yet it remains "off the 
beaten path." 

You may obtain lodging, eating, and other accommo­
dations and services in nearby cities and towns. Three 
areas-Big Spring near Van Buren; Alley Spring near Emi­
nence; and Round Spring, 13 miles north of Eminence and 
30 miles south of Salem-are within the boundaries of the 
riverways and have campsites available. Montauk State 
Park, adjoining the north end of the riverways, also has 
public campgrounds. There are privately owned camp­
grounds within and adjacent to the riverways. 

The chambers of commerce in the towns nearest 
the place where you wish to stay will provide information 
regarding these accommodations. 

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND 

Scenic easements are private property. Respect the rights 
of others. Camping is permitted only in designated areas 
or on gravel bars. 

Hunting and fishing are permitted in accordance with 
Missouri laws but may be restricted in some areas. Inquire 
about hunting regulations at park headquarters or from 
park rangers . They also have information on Wildlife 
Refuges and visitor use areas zoned for public safety. 

Carry out what you carry in. Do not bury litter. 
Place it in bags and deposit it in barrels placed for your 
use at convenient locations. 

Fire is the greatest peril of wooded areas. Be sure 
that any fire you build is in a safe place and is out before 
you leave. Help keep the riverways clean and green. 

FLOATING TIPS 

A lifejacket or boat cushion should be readily available 
for each person in the canoe or boat. Non-swimmers 
should wear a lifejacket at all times. 

Never stand up or change positions in the canoe or 
boat while afloat. 

Keep gear stowed as low as possible and in the center 
of the craft. 

Store all valuable articles (billfolds, watches, etc.) in 
a waterproof, airtight bag or container. 

The water in the more difficult places is generally 
shallow; if a "chute" looks a little hazardous to you, step 
out and "walk" the canoe or boat through. 

It is wise to carry along a small first-aid kit and a 
small supply of mat~hes in a waterproof container. 

If you decide to swim, watch out for swift current. 
If you wade, wade upstream. 

For additional information about river activities and 
safety, check with a park ranger. 

aq1 ~l!M s8oµds laq10 ·,{ep e JalRM JO sooneil OO!II!W 
Ot>8 JO MOIJ t? ql!M 'UO!lt?N aql OJ s8a!Jds lanno-a18u!s 
lSa8JRf aql JO aoo S! 'aame: ORA JO qlnos '80!JdS 8!H 

·paU.MOUQJ S! 
eaJIL atn q:>!qM lOJ s8upds snoJawnu aql U! pannsaJ seq 
;)UOlSQW!J av JO ,{Jpede:> i!U!J01S-JQll?A\ snopaawaJl aq..L 
'MOfaq SUJQAR:> aq1 Ol s8u,uado SR SJaqlO pue 'SJOOJ 3Al?:J 
JO asdeno:> ,{q paWJOJ awos 'saioq:l{O!S ,{oew S! lJnSaJ aq.i 
·:ii::ioJ aql 8a!AfOSSJP pae q8noJq1 80!l~JO:>Jad J3lRM ,{q 
paqwo:>i\auoq uaaq seq 3lJORJ8 :>Jseq aql 8u!AfJaAo aoo1s 
-aw!I aq1 'papoJa uaaq a:>epns aq1 seq AJOO lON ·pa!M pot? 
'lSOJJ 'Ja1RM ,{q papoJa oaql pae lJ!Idn ,{q pas!Rl 'a8ueJ U!Rl 
-anow lOapoe OR JO SlOROW;)J am SO!RlOnow )[mzo aq.i 

XllOJ.S '1V:JIOO'I0'.3:0 3HJ. 

"JQA!"H 1UQJJn:) aql 
WOJJ UQ:l[l?l oaaq aAeq sponod oz Ol dn SQA31ll?A\ .. 'UOWJRS 
)[:>e[,, St? OMOU)[ os1v ·sa,{aneM pae 'sseq qlnowa8Jt?l 
'sseq )[:lOJ Ol SJa1ppnw ppo av pat? SJQlJRp lm?!II!Jq WOJJ 
8o!80eJ 'SJ3A!J asaq1 U! qsy JO sa!:>ads £6 aJe aJaq1 ' UMOO:lf 
lsaq aql aJe sq1now11ews q8noq.i ·a1t?lS aql UJ swt?allS 
sseq qlnowuews lsaq aq1 8uowe aJe sJaAra )[JOd S:l[:>t?f 
pue lUaJm:J aq.i ·qsy aJe aJaq1 'asmo:> JO 'pay 

"ll!M-Jood-diqM aq1 JO sut?:> aql A:ne1 1qilJW no,{ 'a:>oa9ed 
aAeq no,\ n ·aJaq QA!! AJ!WRJ JMO aq1 JO SJaqwaw X!S !JMO 
palmq aql JO SUR:> aql q1!M pa1uneq S! J!R aql lq8JO ll? pue 
'8U!OaAa Jawwns e oo qsnJqlpOoM aql JO 8u9ng aq1 S! lRQJl 
ft?pads v 'Ja:J[:>adpooM pamq-AioA! aqi 'aA!JRJaJ Jeau SI! 
JO lUa:>S!U!WaJ poe .MOJ:> e st? a8m1 'la:J[:>adpooM palRaJ!d 
aql S! lUQP!8aJ Je1n:>t?1:>oos lSOW av A(q!SSOd "SU0!1RJ8!W 
J!aql ao AIJapq asned sJaJqJeM PR!JAW !aJaq lSau :lf:lO:> 
-pooh\ pue 1eai ·Seas AJJOI e WOJJ JaA!J aq1 sue:>s aq se 
ua;is aq i\ew ,{aJdso ae peaqJaAo a(!qM '8u!M a:l[Rl ooJaq 
an1q 1t?aJ8 1np:>eJ8 aql aas At?W no,{ 'paaq t? punoJ no,{ 
sy ·aoJaq uaal8 apm aq1 poe Jaqsy8IJ1:l[ aql aJe si\eM 
-JaAµ aql 8uo1e spJN uowwo:> aJow aq.i ·uoseas O! oaas 
aq Ol sapads OOZ sdt?qJad q1!M 'lUt?punqt? S! aJ!JPJ!H 

"l!Rluono:> pue 
'lt?J:J[Snw 'saxoJ ,{eJ8 pot? pal '1t?:>qoq ')[a!W am 'OOl 'aJaH 
')[OO:l[S poe 'wnssodo 'sooo:>:>t?J 'spJJ!nbs XOJ pue At?J8 
ql!M 8uo1e 'si\a)[Jtll PI!M pue Jaap JO SUO!Jt?Jndod am aJaq..L 
·s1Rl!qeq q:>ns q1!M palt?!:lOSSt? SPJ!q pot? SfRW!Ut? PJ!M aq1 
QJR spOt?fWOHOq aq1 poe lSQJOJ pae1dn aq1 lOOq8nOJq..L 

"t?Qlt? {RlnlRU 8U!PUt?1SlnO UR SARMJQA!l aql SQ)[t?W 
SJOJ:>t?J asaql ne JO OO!lRO!qwo:> aqi ·sa!l!OYJR UJQlSQA\ P!lR 
aJOW aql JO S10Rfd O!l?lUO:J SQlJS AlQ ·q1nos av ql!M palt?p 
-OSSt? SlOR{d QAt?q sa1oq1od punOJR saqsJt?W pue 'SORJq:>ef 
-t?ddy aql JO =>!lS!Japt?Jeq:> s1ue1d O!l?lUO:> snql syn1q 100:::> 
·speOJSSOJ:> fR:>JORlOq t? l! apew aAeq OO!ll?A3f;) JO a8aeJ 
Sl! pOR lOQU!JUO:> av 00 OO!lR:lOJ S,l?;)JR aq..L ·pJeMq1JOO 
QAOW Ol SWJOJ i\paqlnOS 80!MOUt? palt?QJ:> QJQA\ SOO!l!PUO:> 
JaWJRM 'palt?3JlaJ SJa!:>RJ8 aql oaqM poe 'q1nos aleJ8!W 
Ol SlORfd i\paquoa aJOW pa:>npO! lRt{l sa8m?q:> a1t?UJ!P 
1q8noJq OO!lR!:>RJD ·sassew pue1aaJJ SR pOOlS QAt?q S:l[Jt?ZO 
aql lRql popad 8uo1 aql 8a!aq lURpodw! lSOw aq1 JO aoo 

'SJOJ:>t?J fl?JQAQS Ol anp S! S!q..L "l?;)Jl? av 0! pauodaJ oaaq 
aAt?q SlOt?fd JO sapads lUaJa.IJ!P OOS'I JO ..{JapeA v 

·ea8aup,{q qsnq pue 'ea1eZt? 
asoJ 'pnqp:;J 'pooMSop 'laaMsJall!q 'aJOVMt?q aq1 arn l!nJJ 
JO sJaMoy J!aql JOJ pa100 sqniqs pae saaJ..L ·q:>J!q pm? 
'Wn8:l[:>R}q 'SRJJRSSt?S 'alOWR:>AS 'a1dew apn(:>O! saaJl Jaq10 
'ao1d Jea1uoqs aA!lRO poe 'sapo:l[:>!q 'S)[RO aql Ol uomppe 
OJ ·sapads lOt?O!WOp aql SR ;)UJd-:l{t?O poe AlO:lf:J!q-)[RO ql!M 
'SAt?A\JaAp aql JO SJauenb-aaJql at?ql QJOW J;)AO:> SlSQJOd 

S)ll{VZ0 '.3:HJ. tIO VNllV d ONV VllO'Id 

·ao!SaJ aq1 Ol 3J!I fRW!UR poe lOt?Jd 
q:>µ R JO UJOl;)J av lqlinoJq seq SlSQJOJ aql JO )[:>Rqawo:> 
aqi ·sa~dOJlSR1t?:> apewaew Jo fRJnlRU Jaq10 pue saJy 
-PI!M WOlJ paqSJalt?A\ aql JO UO!PQlOJd ,{q lOQlX;) awos Ol 
pazmqt?1S aaaq St?q SJQA!J aql JO MOIJ aq.i 'SWRQJ1S pORJ 
-pOOA\ aql Ol paWOlQJ OSfR QARq JQARaq pae 'Sa!:>ads asav 
aJOlSaJ Ol paddeJ1aA!T oaaq aAt?q Aa:l[ml PI!M pae Jaap 
qloq 'earn SAt?MJaAµ aq1 O!q1!M sa8npJ WOJd ·1uawa8eoew 
QA!SUQlO! Japan :l[:>RqaWO:> •t? 80!:l[RW ue8aq 'SJRW!OR QQ~ 'Z 

lnoqt? Ol pafpO!MP peq Slaqwno asoqM 'Jaaa ·aJ!IPJ!M 
aq1 :lf:>eq 80!Jq Ol pammsu! aJaM sweJ80Jd ·sa:>mosaJ 
s,uo!SaJ aql JO 1Uawa8eoew Janaq pot? 8oneaq s,poe1 aq1 dn 
paads Ol SWRJ8oJd pa:>npOJlO! OO!SS!WWO:J UO!ll?AJQSOO:J 
µnoSS!W av po'ri a:>!AJQS lSQJOd ·s·fl aql 'S,Q£61 aq1 UJ 

·an8aq peq ao!pap uo9e1ndod pJRMOl poaJl 
aql pm? 'aieJ8!W Ol ue8~q a1doad aq.i ·saA1aswat{l 80! 
-Jt?aq JO ssa:>oid 8001 aql ue8aq smq papnoap aq1 pue 'smw 
pa1t?JOS! asaql lR :>!woao:>aon pa1s JO OO!PnpoJd aq1 apew 
poa s,mM aq.i ·aaas aq oi II!lS aJe 'luowaid JO qlJOO 
lSn[ 'O:>P!W JO SO!nJ aqi ·sa:>t?UJnJ oq1 ;uy 01 JRO:>mq:> 
JOJ SQ;)Jl pooMplt?q 80!U!l?W;)J aql 8U!Sn 'dn 8Ut?Jds 10t?fd 
80!:l[RWJaalS t? 'lUOWaJd maN ·A:IJapq AfOO lnq 'pawnl 
-al A1pads0Jd pue smq :l[JRZO QlOWQJ aq1 010! p;ipnJlO! 
I Jt?M PflO.M 'poµad 8u!Jaqwn1 aql JO pua aq1 rnaN 

"SlO!Od f!RJ 
JO[ew Ol SJQA!J aql UMOp palt?OIJ lRV Sa!l pt?OJ{!RJ JO ssew 
80!AOW S~ pJt?Oqe paA!I OqM 'JQl]Rl 3!1 av punom dn MaJ8 
aJ!I JO ARM a1oqM t? oeds pµq t? JOJ pae 'sJann:>J:x}W!l 
awe:>aq uaw rnq aqi ·sweaJlS lJ!MS aql oo smq aq1 JO 
lnO s801 JO SlJRJ lt?aJ8 i!O!JROIJ pue 'smq aq1 01U! :lf:>Rq 
si\t?MJ!RJ 8a!pua1xa 'au!d aq1 JO ued JO[t?w e pue spooM 
-pJt?q Janaq aql 8u!un:> 'poe1 aql q8noiq1 lOaM oawJaqww1 
·s,oos I a1t?J aql JO si\ep 8omn:>Jaqwq aq1 V!M awe:> s:itiezo 
aqi OlO! ppoM ap!smo aql ,{q OO!SnJlO! ft?aJ lSJY aq.i 

·ssaJ8oJd 01 Al?M 
aAe8 OO!l!Pt?Jl AJMOfS pue 'si\eM PIO J!aq1 01 pauaAaJ a1doad 
Il!t{ aql 'papua Jt?M aq1 uaqM "SJQ:l{:>RMqsnq 8U!pnemw Ol 
SOOJlRfndod J!aV }SO{ Sll!q aql JO S1JUd QWOS "SJQ!laq JRUOS 
-Jad JO asne:>aq loqq8!ao 1sa,e8e pan!d Joqq8!au JO i\pa8t?Jl 
,{ep-Ol-ARp aql pue spueq JaqqoJ JO SUOJSm:>u! aq1 paJayns 
,{aq1 'aJaqMas1a pa8eJ lRql saineq lRaJ8 JO sJOJJOq aq1 
paleds q8noq.i ·sesUR:l[JV JO a1RlS aAt?JS aql pue sa1eiapaJ 
-ao:::> AaneA pnossrw 8UJUMoaARJS aq1 uaaM1aq aA!I 01 auni 
-JOJS!W aql peq Ja:J[mzo 8U!OM03ARIS-UOU '1uapuadapu! aql 

" . .. the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and the navigable 
waters flowing into them, and the carrying places between 
the same, shall be common highways and forever free 
to the public." 

-MISSOURI TERRITORIAL LAWS. 

With the passage of time, these "common highways . . . 
forever free" have, one by one, succumbed to the progress 
of man. Few retain vestiges of their original character 
when our land was young and stout men swung flashing 
paddles as they traveled the gleaming water. Two of these 
rivers-the Current and Jacks Fork of Missouri- have 
become the Nation's first scenic riverways. 

The relative remoteness of these two streams has 
helped them keep an unspoiled quality that has become 
a precious resource to an urban-oriented nation. Here is 
relief from the usual trappings that dominate our lives­
tbe flashing windshields, exhaust fumes , and roaring speed. 

Here is a step back in time to a slower, quieter era 
when those values that took time to appreciate were closer 
to us. If there is one basic sense that must be adjusted 
to appreciate the scenic river concept, it is one of time. 
A benefit of the scenic riverways is to slow down today's 
frantic pace and make one aware of the uncomplicated 
joys to be found along the Current and Jacks Fork Rivers. 

To savor the enjoyment of these rivers, much de­
pends on you. No other public area demands so strict or 
so pleasant an obedience as does the scenic riverways. It 
asks that for the duration of your visit you put away the 
cares that have demanded your attention , relax, and atune 
your senses of smell, sight, and hearing to the beauties of 
nature. Forget schedules and look deep into the sights 
around you. 

In one concept the scenic riverways is an elongated 
park, embracing all or stretches of two wild, free-flowing 
rivers. Basically it consists of a strip of land immediately 
adjacent to the rivers, managed to provide maximum spe­
cialized recreational benefits while preserving the scenic, 
scientific, and general recreational qualities. 

The Current River part of the riverways extends from 
Montauk State Park in Dent County, along the river to a 
point north of Van Buren in Carter County including an 
area around its junction with the Jacks Fork River, then 
from Big Spring Park southward to the Carter County line. 
The Jacks Fork part begins in the upper reaches of Jacks 
Fork River in Texas County and ends just beyond Alley 
Spring Park. Only in the Cardareva section between Emi­
nence and Ellington is there any major acreage away from 
the river. Thus, the rivers themselves are the scenic river­
ways, with recreation, scenery, and scientific points of 
interest found on or near the rivers. 
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Today, visitors to the riverways are seeing these rivers 
much as the European explorers first saw them. This is 
not to say the area has not changed; it bas. But, because 
the rivers have not been geographically in the main 
course of events, the manmade changes have been slight, 
and much of this alteration has been restored by nature. 

MAN AND THE RIVERWAYS 

The first man to visit the Current River country was un­
doubtedly a descendant of the daring hunters who crossed 
the Bering Sea land bridge from Asia in Pleistocene times, 
possibly 30,000 years ago. But the Ozark mountains were 
old even then. Probably from the Cretaceous period­
between 60 and 125 million years ago-the Ozarks were 
uplifted at least twice, and the rivers of the region were 
eroding mountains. 

When these hunters, known to us today by such names 
as Clovis and Folsom Man, were stalking musk ox, mam­
moth, camel, horse, and a now extinct species of bison along 
what must have been the retreating face of the glaciers, 
the Current River was singing the same song that it sings 
to us today. 

For thousands of years the American Indian roved 
the Current River valley, pausing here and there to camp 
and leave behind what Thoreau bas called "man's most 
enduring work"-arrowheads. In later years it was their 
custom to bury their honored dead in low mounds, and 
some of these have been found in the riverways. Various 
bands lived and died in caves and under low overhanging 
limestone bluffs, burying their dead in the entrances. When 
Europeans began to explore this region, sometime in the 
1600's, the land was under the loose domination of a tribe 
we know as the Osage. 

One band called themselves the Wa-zha-zhe, which 
the first French explorers changed to Ou-sahj, and later 
English-speaking pioneers rendered as Osage. Their hold 
on this land was a slender one, their main territory being 
centered along the ·river to the west which bears their 
name. Nevertheless they were the ·dominant tribe when the 
Europeans first began to penetrate the Current River valley. 

French trappers or traders, working down from the 
Great Lakes region, named the river La Riviere Courante, 
or "The Running River." Later, men of Anglo-Saxon 
extraction changed Courante to Current. 

Even in these early times the Current River country 
was largely bypassed in -the westward expansion of our 
frontier; the major trails did not follow its course, and the 
waterways of empire were other rivers. Wandering bands 
of Indians, pushed westward by European explorers and 
settlers, paused briefly and then passed on. It was not un­
til the 1830's that permanent settlement began. 
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River and spring water may not be suitable for 
drinking. Play it safe, bring your own. 
During periods of heavy rain, the water level may 
rise rapidly. Campers should use extreme caution 
when selecting campsites. Unattended vehicles 
should be parked on high ground with all valuables 
locked in the trunk. 
Swim only in safe, calm water. Don't dive from 
cliffs or swing from trees as many injuries result 
each year from these two activities. 
Help us keep the Riverways clean and free of litter 
for everyone's enjoyment. 
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Boat rentals at Akers Ferry. Pulltite Spring. Round Spring, 
Two Rivers, Powder Mill , Alley Spring, and nearby towns. 

Cabins, lodging. meals and stores at Montauk Springs. Big 
Spring. Alley Spring and nearby towns. 
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