
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

j l . NAME 
C OMMON : 

Zion Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

. 3 n f a m i l e n o r t h n f 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Akers on S ta t e Route K 
S T A T E 

Missouri Shannon 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

u o 

O 

H-

U 

or. 

F-

u*> 

Z 

UJ 

UJ 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t RFJ B u i l d i n g 

[7J Site r j S t ruc ture 

• Ob jec t 

OWNFRSHIP 

H P u b l i c 

• P r i vo te 

• Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ | In Process 

| | Be ing Cons idered 

STATUS 

jFJ Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

I I P reserva t ion work 

in p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

[~j Res t r i c t ed 

pjTJ Unres t r i c ted 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE (Check Otic or More tis Appropriate) 

] A g r i c u l t u r a l 

7J Commerc ia l 

77 Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

71 Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

(771 M i l i t a r y 

1 Museum 

• Park 

] P r i va te Res idence 

a R e l i g i o u s 

1 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

[ | T ranspo r to t i on 77 Comments 

77J Other (Specify) 

\A. O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

OWNER'S N AME: 

Ozark Nat ional Scenic River-ways, NPS, Department of the I n t e r i o r 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Headquarters 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Van Buren Missouri 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY OF D E E D S . E T C : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

• Federa l 771 s , a , e • County • L o c a l 

C ITY OR TOWN: 
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I S T A T F : CODE 

CODE I S T A T E 

I CODE 
777 

( S T A T E : 

CODE COUNTY- CODE 

S T A T E : 

MISSOURI 
COUNTY-

Shannon 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y NUMBER D A T E 



\7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One; 

53 E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

("Check One) 

• Altered [jFJ Unaltered 

("Check One) 

• Moved [ 3 Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (il known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The church is constructed from cave formations and is fairly 

large. It could hold fifty to seventy people. Unlike most buildings 

left unguarded in the region, Zion Church has not been vandalized or 

damaged. The furnishings are still complete, the windows whole, and 

the site unlittered with garbage. 
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ft. SIGNIFICANCE 
P E R I O D (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

[ 1 Pre-Columbian 1 Q 16th Century 

• 15th Century Q 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• l ° t h Century 

•X] 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l S l (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS O F SIGN I F I C ANC E (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 

( | Prehistoric 

• Histor ic 

[ 1 Agriculture 

[yl Architecture 

• Art 

I | Commerce 

I | Communications 

I | Conservation 

| 1 Education 

I I Engineering 

[77] industry 

3 Invention 

[ | Landscape 

Architecture 

I I L i terature 

• Military 
• Music 

• Po l i t ica l 

JjJ R e l i g i o n / P h i 

losophy 

173] Science 

' J Sculpture 

[73 Social /Human

itarian 

| | Theater 

] Transportation 

I | Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify.) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t th ing about Zion Church i s the ma te r i a l 

from which i t i s c o n s t r u c t e d — s t a l a c t i t e s and s t a l agmi tes from l ime

stone caves in the a rea . Date of cons t ruc t ion was not determined, 

but i t was probably pre-1920s , as popula t ion began to dec l ine rap id ly 

a f t e r the l a s t of the lumber companies ceased opera t ions in the ear ly 

1920s. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C ORN ER 

NW 

NE 

SE 

_SJV_ 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o , » 

o . . 

o f „ 

o t • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o » r» 

o i m 

o . • 

o i -

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T OF A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS THAN T F N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

37 ° 22 ' 37 " 

LONG1 TUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

91° 33 ' 25" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 

L IST A L L S T A T E S AND C O U N T I E S FOR P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N AME AND T I T L E : 

Lenard E. Brown, Research Historian 
O R G ANI Z A Tl O N 

Division of History 
Office of Archeology and HistoricJgresprvation, NPS-

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

801 19th Street. NW. 
CITY O R T O W N : 

Washington 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-66S), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [~_j State • L o c a l • 

Name 

T i t l 

Date 

n. r,. 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\i. NAME 

MISSOURI 

Shannon 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y NUMBER 

COMMON: Mount Zion Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. . L O C A T I O N 

i n 

Z 

o 

h -

u 
n 
or 

r-

Z 

!JJ 

LU 

S T R E E T A N D NUM BER: 

C ITY OR TOWN: 

M i s s o u r i 
C O U N T Y : 

Shannon 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. Cedargrove Quad 
SCALE: 15 minute series 1:62, 500 
DATE: 1 9 5 1 

[4, REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE I N C L U D E D ON A L L MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longitude reference. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

1. NAME 

MISSOURI 

Shannon 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y NUMBER 

COMMON: Mount Zion Church 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2 . L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

M i s s o u r i 
COUN TY: 

Shannon 
3. PHOTO R E F E R E N C E 

PHOTO CREDIT: Ozark N a t i o n a l S c e n i c Riverways 
DATE OF PHOTO: Summer 1969 

N E G A T I V E F I L E D A T : 

Ozark National Scenic Riverwavs 
4 . ID€NTIFICATION 

D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Looking east or southeastwardly 
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I STATE 

COUNTY 

DATE 

[STATE: CODE CODE | 

STATE 

COUNTY 

DATE 

STATE: CODE CODE 
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