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It's Still a Battlefield
When Mexican and United States troops confronted each other on the battlefield of
Palo Alto cannon blasts and musket fire were not their only concerns. They also faced a
number of hazards from the venomous animals, prickly plants, and the harsh
environment of the field.

Today, the thunder of cannon and the rattle of muskets are distant memories. But the
natural hazards remain and make the site a potentially dangerous area. Palo Alto
Battlefield National Historical Park encourages you to be aware of possible dangers
and follow guidelines to minimize your risk. It's still a battlefield out there. Don't
become another casualty.

The Enemy

i

A vertical sun comes through the sleazy canvas with force enough to bake one's
brains, however thick the skull may be.

Captain George McCall
July 2, 1846

I saw a rabbit, a rat, a rattlesnake and a tarantula

emerge from the very same hole. Near my tent I
killed another rattler that was six-feet long.

Capt. Edmund Kirby-Smith
April 17, 1846

There is a thicket in this country—Chaparral—which is almost impassable when
you are off the road, and which consists of thick thorny bushes, that tear your
clothes to pieces in trying to get through them.

Lt. George G. Meade
May 9, 1846
May 9, 1846

The grass was tall, very stiff, and each stalk was
pointed at the top, and hard and almost as sharp
as a darning needle.

Lt. Ulysses S. Grant
Memoirs

Also annoying are the innumerable crowd of ticks and red bugs, who fasten and
prey with an instinctive avidity.

Lt. Col. George W. Hughes
July 15, 1847




