
Palo Alto Battlefield
National Historic Site

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

A Site of Mythical Importance
Columbus thought the world was flat. The Pilgrims first set foot in America on Plymouth
Rock. George Washington never told a lie. Abraham Lincoln hastily wrote the Gettysburg
Address on the back of an envelope.

Many of the people, places, and events of U.S. history have become the subject of popular
and familiar legends. Some of these tales hold a grain of truth and some none at all.

Like any historic site, Palo Alto Battlefield has great significance and generates many
interesting stories. Most of the tales linked to the battle site are true. Some are partly true.
Others are myths and unfounded rumors. Have you been misinformed?

Texas: A Whole

Other Country?

The Claim:

The Republic of Texas joined the United
States through a treaty between two equal
Republics. This means Texas can leave the
Union whenever it wishes.

The Story:
Diplomats from the United States and Texas
did sign an annexation treaty in 1844. The
U.S. Congress rejected the document,
leaving annexation in question.

When James K. Polk won the presidency
later that year, Texas reemerged as an issue.
Polk had run for office with a promise to
annex Texas and as soon as he was elected,

out-going President John Tyler introduced
legislation to bring Texas into the Union.
That resolution passed both houses of
Congress and, on March 1, 1846, Texas was
offered a place as a U.S. state.

This invitation was sent to the Republic of
Texas, which accepted the offer on July 4,

1845. Texas officials then began the well-
established procedure for bringing new
territories into the Union: they developed a
state Constitution and submitted it to the

U.S. Congress for approval.

The process was completed on December
29, 1845. On that date, the government of
the Republic of Texas was formally
dissolved and the State of Texas emerged.
Texas did not enter the United States as one

of two equal republics but as one of 28
equal states.

The Civil War reinforced this bond. Texas

did leave the Union in 1861 and was one of

the last Confederate states to rejoin the fold.
By retaking its place in the United Slates.
Texas once again accepted the supremacy of
the federal Constitution. A Presidential

proclamation of August 20, 1866 welcomed
Texas' return, but firmly stated that, "...no
state, of its own will, has a right or power to
go out of or separate itself from, or be
separated from the American Union... "

A Flag Like No Other?

The Claim:

The Texas flag is the only state flag
permitted to fly side-by-side with the U.S.
flag. All other slate flags must fly below the
Stars and Stripes.

The Story:
The belief that the Texas flag has some
unique status is often linked to the idea that
Texas joined the United Slates in a special
way. Others claim that Texas is different
simply because it is the only state that was
once an independent nation. Neither is true.

Texas surrendered special rights when it
joined the Union. Texas is also not so
unique for operating as a separate nation.
Vermont (independent from 1777-1791),
California (home of the short-lived "Bear
Flag Republic"), portions of Florida
(included in the 1810 Republic of West
Florida), and Hawaii, (which was once an

independent kingdom), all claim periods of
independence. Like Texas, none have
special flag rights.

It is tnie, however, that the Texas flag may
be flown on an equal level with the United
States flag.

The U.S. flag code requires that the U.S.
flag should always be higher if flown on the
same pole with a state flag. If a state flag
and the national flag are flown on separate
poles, the code merely states that no other
flag be flown higher than the U.S. flag.
This means that the Texas flag may be
flown at the exact same height as the U.S.
flag. The same rule applies to all other state

flags

This does not imply that the state and
national flags are considered to be
completely equal. When displayed
alongside a state flag, the Stars and Stripes
is always given a place of honor on the
right. Likewise, the code specifies tliat the
U.S. flag is always raised first and lowered
last. These rules apply to displays of any
state flag, including the banner of the Lone
Star State.




