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Picnic F i r e p l a c e - - - National Parks 

1 be, splayed fire box a n d style of Orate- b o r e s h o w n a re typ­
ical or t n e picnic t i replacoshavorbcl \n m a n y or t h e V/eslorn 
Natloioal P a r k s . W h e n t h e s e t i replaces a r e c o n s t r u c t e d 
(or a p p e a r to be c o n s t r u c t e d a s it--. th is i n s t a n c e ) of b a t 
t h r e e s t o n e s o r boulders , they a r e most happi ly n a t u r a l -
iz.ed in t h e i r s c t t i nqs . S a l i e n t f e a t u r e s of the, conslrtio-
tioio a r e t h e d imensions ot t h e tire box, t h e fire brick litoitr-p 
a n d b a s e , t h e s t o n e h e a r t h c u r b , t h e pavitoo of t h e 
a r e a immediate ly in front ot t h e t i re box (no prosuppressiot? 
ot C r a s s t i r e s ) " a n a t h e nooundmp up ot e a r t h apainst tba 
side, and b a c k o n t r a m i n q rocks . T h e Orate is preferably 
ot petouiroe xvrouoM i ron , but m a y be ot open bear tb cofet-
rolled milled s tee l no stock s i c e b a r s . 
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Myles Standish State Forest Park, Massachusetts 

Foster County Park, California 
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Boyle Metropolitan Park, Little Rock, Arkansas 

VARIANTS OF THE WESTERN FIREPLACE 

Single trait in common of the fireplaces here pic­
tured is a basic informality. Several appear to 
employ three stones of large size; others are 
formed of more and smaller stones. A consider­
able range of grate construction is represented. 
Some are lined with firebrick, others are not. 
Note the hinged grill of the Texas example—an aid 
to the ready removal of ashes. Note also the raised 
hearths of the two subjects at the bottom of the 
page—a feature making for more convenient use. 

Bastrop State Park, Texas 

Sequoia National Park 
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J/icfcic r i rep lace 

D&K?vGr Moun ta in Metropol i tan r a r k s Colorado 

DisfMoufsioinp' feafares or tine unit, dovo-lopea in-Colorado aro 
bore detailed, are tine unusual, wid^j snallow Orate'and Moo 
Fact Float Troaos proauclton nootbods ar& brouobl to ptcoic Hre-
place? coiooEraoEioro. i K>& reinforced concret-e n e a r tin, ft re 
brtcb basOj Orate b&IOS atod bacb atod side plates const/tece 
a unit fabricated atod cast, ak a production poitoD atod distrib­
uted ov&r wide areas for placenncnt atod naDuraiioind by U3<z> 
or local stone. IcaNX̂  larpe s'otoizv, ra fber tnain rnany snoali 
otocs a rc prererable for [lots funct ion. I loiS type or fire­
place is ideally s i tuated oto a peni le s lope rice very in-
ledraf ion a n d woiolot or finis unit slnocild c u r b vandalism 
and tner i . ! boupb tine dr i l l e is set close to tine beartbj 
asnos a r e easily raked our- by r&&son or tine on l fe bomO 
wide and sloallow. 
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Mount Penn Metropolitan Reservation, Reading, Pennsylvania 

PICNIC FIREPLACES ON SLOPES 

None of the subjects pictured on this page repro­
duces the hearth, prefabricated with related parts, 
which features the fireplace detailed on the facing 
page. All, however, are similarly located on slopes. 
Such placement, because it goes far to make the 
fireplace less conspicuous in the picnic area, is 
recommended. The adobe unit in Arizona evi­
dences utilization of a regionally appropriate 
material where a suitable local stone is probably 
not available. The different kinds of stone em­
ployed in the other examples and the various 
grill constructions are of interest. 

Pickwick Dam Reservation, Tennessee 

Randolph Metropolitan Park, Tucson, Arizona Lake Guernsey State Park, Wyoming 
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Ponca I^ake Metropolitan Park, Ponca City, Oklahoma 
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Pioroio l i r e p l a c e — Pa rv i t o o t a i e - Pa.rlc — N e w J e r s e y 

[to r oodmed a.tod less rapOed ar&as^ floe stories su r roa rd i ro 
f loe f i r e box or t loe picioiG h r e p l a c e e-re r a r e l y t loe casaal 
p\a~cuo0 or ioalf barted t-ocLs we loave fast observed bat tetod 
ra t i oc r to t abo o r i b e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s or a cooscioas rbasoto-
ry . 1 toe f ioore saccessfou examples or tloe type evidotoce ar? 
o t r o r l to use l a r d e stoioes ar?d loold to a m m i m a n o ttoe nam-
b o r of -stoioes Ito a, d e p r e e coiosist-etot witlo obaracter js t fcs or 
ttoe a v a i l a b l e looa i s totoe. D e c e a s e t loe s f o o e is la id (to 
r o o r t a r toeed toot noear? f loat incz* resa l t s coast be r i p i d l y a b d 
a o p i e a s a t o t i y mceba fo i ca l . Or? t loe oppos i te pape a re pic-
t a r e d no w i a e ra tope v a r i a t o f s or t loe f i rep lace loere detailed. 
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PICNIC FIREPLACES OF MORTAR-LAID MASONRY 

The stone picnic fireplace laid up in mortar is 
ordinarily U-shaped but by no means always so. 
Variants include a type open at both ends so that a 
through draft is possible, and another type, much 
used in Minnesota and adjacent States, which 
consists of four stone piers supporting the corners of 
the grill. Masonry fireplaces have been built in 
every degree of rusticity. The Sibley State Park 
subject is very like the all-steel firebox, detailed on 
a succeeding page, glorified by the addition of 
masonry side walls. 

Levi Carter Metropolitan Park, Omaha, Xcbra ka 

Sibley State Park, Minnesota 

Minnesota State Parks 
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Sequoia National Park 

Fargo Metropolitan Park, North Dakota 
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L i o o i c f i r e p l a c e 

O o o L O o u n t y f o r e s t vnz>s&rve> — — I l l i n o i s 

A f o r t h r i p h t a r o s ' s r to m® n e e d t o r p i c n i c f i r e p l a c e s in 
waist numbers in? t i ne h e a v i l y p i c n i c k e d p a r k s or t h e C k i -
caoo M e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . O u r o l y h e r e a n end less d u p l i ­
c a t i o n of s c u l p t u r e d rocL f i r e p l a c e s so f i t t i n p , f o r M a m -
ple, ir? t h e m o u n t a i n p a r k s surrouredirep Donvor, would seem 
reasonab le on l y to t h o s e w b o would l i m i t c u r r e n t t r a f f i c or? 
M i o b i p a n Avofoc ic? to t h e p i o n e e r ' s covered wapon a n d the 
I n d i a n ' s t r a v o i s . - A m o n p t h e a d v a n t a p e s of " th is cheese 
box t ype a r e low cost, s u i t a b i l i t y t o r q u a n t i t y p roduc t ion , 
s i m p l i c i t y of i n s t a l l a t i o n , a n d ranee? or o r i e n t a t i o n i n a -
d a p t i o n to prova i l i top w i n d s . P o s s i b l y f u r t h e r d e v e l o p ­

m e n t w i l l m a k e p o s s i b l e t loe u n i t r e v o l v i n p or? its ancbor-
ape, w h i c h w i l l p i v e i t rr?or& f i xed l o c a t i o n w i thou t s a c r i ­
f ice of o r i e n t a t i o n r a n p e a n d f u r t h e r p r o v i d e i t w i t h a 
s m o o t h h e a r t h . 
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•Picnic rir&pla.c& — Oibloy O f a i o -Ka-rL — /V\iono3ola. 

Aioof/bor r o n d o r / n d or a n aJ I stool rir® box, a o a n t i c y pro­
duced for wide/ d i s t r ibu t ion . Cvltboudk? or v&ry dirrevre/tor 
rornOj its points or a d v a n t a g e closely p&raJk&l Vnos<z> or floe 
c i r cu la r un i t clove-lopod ror floo Cook, C o u n t y forest P r o -
se.rv&. Ctoicr d i s a d v a n t a g e or aji un i t s or flois basic- typo 
In noavi ly xvooa&a a r e a s would s e e m to bo/ a- C r e a t o r baz-
a r d for spro-o-d or 0round fire t b a n exists its connection wiib 
•tbe usual picmo fireplace or s t o n e . Notcwortby a r & tlco 
"combination or b a r &JOO m&}m d r i l les , and fne obam and b a r 
i i I O 
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Pic*? to Fireplace 

Ooob, Coar?ty fores"? PrGsorvG Dior n o t *- [ I »*"?©( a 

Ir?i& l a t e s t moaoA or ooncnovz, F i replace WD vn\& Diovno-v i& 
bioov/to as t b o Vdoair iGa ~J\\cron t y p o ' b a o a a s o \v ic b a s e d 
cipoio a f i replace, deve loped ir? i b o Afe^rot-? A ' lo t ropo l i fa to bare 
D i s t r i c t . Basic, fea tc i res are- a nvotvolitnto o a d i n d asiiod as 
adPredate a c o m m e r c i a l , no to-pafe torod tr?at;c-rial c lose ly re-

'<5«fl3ow3d droatod-c ip f i r e b r i c k , , atod a d ra te . not bc i i l t IIOEO 
f loe c o o o r e t e b a t betd ito a ©lot wiocto f l oe t w o o t b e r w i c e 
o ryo i t oed co foc re fe p a r t s a i x d r a w t o t o d e t b e r Wtw7 b o l t s 
t b r o u p b p ipe s leeves \n t b e b a s e . D e s p i t e exoeiosive <z,%oz,r-
it-r-etot atod e v e r y o reve to t i ve n o e a s a r e , t b e t y p e , a f t e r a 
yea r ' s u s e , s b o w s sicHos of p r o g r e s s i v e d io i i o toOra t t o i o t o 
(todioate t b a t it is Pood f o r two o r fb rce seasotos a t t b e mom. 
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P)OK?IO MroplaGO - - KIGbott joroot - - \ Qj\OY?Z,&3<Z/<Z, 

Tor note, ryoi vol y oae/d pictoio ^oarpoo, bare, 1-5 a. cos-ocre-to 

atoft, adaptable^ to off - vnz> - a.rca ir?ao5 prodaotior? awOa 

of ra ipbt rorward ir? ifc-d rr7otr?oa of approaob; to prGoor?t day 

toeodo. It (o oorr9rr?odtoaa 10 oiz.o ar?d o(tr?ple, ir? dooi-dio. 

I loo biiodod oto&l f lapo loave- twofold parpooc, . I looy 

fcjtootioto ao wir;dbroa.k,o no ootvfrol or d ra f f atod, fold 00! 

ov&r tloo or i l lo, provido f l a t oarfaooo Tor cook i^o . T f & 

problono of a trpatorialo tr?ix irr?tr7ar70 vo aotor ' iot^at ior^ 

ar?dor- aoo ootodiriofoo 10 t h e ooiiot or val r?orabmty of 
<{ -i I ' J \ 
t he anw . 



P I C N I C FIREPLACES <«- Plate II B - l l 

Young Mens Literary Society Park, Cheyenne, Wyoming Spring Mill State Park, Indiana 
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Swan Lake State Park, Iowa 

Riverside State Park, Washington 

Mount Pcnn Metropolitan Reservation, Reading, Pennsylvania 

HEARTH RINGS AND VOTIVE FIREPLACES 

The outer column pictures the hearth ring, reborn 
in its present recreation usage, if not actually 
originated, in Iowa. A length of axle, reclaimed 
from a junk yard, with hub and wheel buried for a 
very positive anchorage, attests the ingenuity and 
skill of a mechanic at Riverside Park. The Wyo­
ming example affords large cooking capacity, 
and its high curb supplies a convenient working 
space for the chef. The illustrations directly 
above and below show the votive fireplace with 
flanking seats which, designed and built with a 
decent restraint, offers an opportunity to create a 
memorial appropriate in a truly natural park. 


