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Messages on Stone

For several thousand years the prehistoric people of the Southwest have used the surfaces of the
boulders, canyon walls, and rock shelters as their drawing board. Petrified Forest National Park
contains many fine examples of these images pecked into stone.

How Were Petroglyphs Made?
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What Do They Mean? How Old are They?
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Petroglyph Classification

Archaeologists have catergorized the petroglyphs found in the park into six distinct groups:
anthropomorphs, zoomorphs, kachinas, hands\tracks, geometrics, and indeterminate.
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Hands and tracks include bear paws, bird tracks, cloven
hooves and human feet or hand prints. Some human tracks
even appear in pairs.

Geometrics consist of textile and pottery designs, spirals,
circles, and other geometric shapes. You will see many of
these elements at Puerco Pueblo and Newspaper Rock.
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Please Remember . _
A variety of factors contribute occur must be stopped. Once

to the erosion of petroglyphs  petroglyphs are gone they will
including natural forces such  never be enjoyed by others.
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