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This summary guide is listed for
eutrance at the north end of the
park. If you enter lrrlnr lhe south
(off U.S. 180) l:; ,i frotn the end
to the beginning of the guitle.

TIPONI POIN',T, the first stop
on the Painted Desert looP is con-
sidered .a real preview of the
Painted Desert. An ttnnanted
turnout and I'AWA l'OINT Also
provide excellent views before
you reach the Painted Desert Inn
at XACIIINA POINT. 'fhe
Painted Desert Inn is an
historical building artd no lodging
is available. Some of the best
views of the Painted Desert are
from this Point.

CHINDE POINT might be a
place you choose to stop for a
picnic. There are sheltered tables,
water and restrooms available
during the summer season.

NI1WSPAP|iR LOCK the lrtrgc
sandslone block trcltlw t lr is

ovcrlook is coveretl wit lr

petroglyphs. TelescoPcs are
available for closeup views.

TIIE TEPEILS are interestinglY
colored, cone-shaped hills.

AGATE BRIDGE is fornred
by a large ptrified log with both
ends imbcddcd in a ravine.
(Restrooms open during sumnler
season).

At JASPER FOREST
OVI,IRLOON you will sce how
softer clay-like soils erode away
around the harder pieces o['
ptrified wuod lo forrn a mosaic
of petrified wood on thc desert
floor and hills.

CRYSTAI, [OR[^ST, so nam-
ed because of thc rnany crystals
once found there, has pctrified
wood visible from the road and a
l^^n trril ruhinh lprrlc rhrnrrolr
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PINTADO, NIZIIONI,
WHIPPI,tr B.nd LACEY
POINTS are all observation
ueas, each ppovides a unique
view and angle of the Painted
Desert.

PUERCO TNDIAN RUINS,
one of the largest ruins in the
park, was occttpied from approx-
irnately 1000 to l30O AD. Iluilt of
stone arld masonry walls, the
pueblo was once home to a Peak
population of about 75 peoPle.
T'he ruin you see has been pnrtial-
ly excavated and stabilized.
Please stay off the walls to insure
its preservation.

BLUI MESA is another exam- '

ple of crosion revealing long-
buried pctrified wood. A 3-mile
(4.8 kilomcter) loop road leads
you through blue, gray and white

, cone-shapcd hills. Many of the
hills, wrinkled with erosion, have
forme d peciestuis for large
chunks of pctrified wood. The
%-mile (1.2 kilometers) Blue
Mesa trail winds through areas of
petrified wood cltips, s(iattered
about like tlte remains of an an-
cient woodpile.
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FLA'ITOPS is a wilderness en-

trance point with interesting
geologic formations, petrified
wood and some of the oldest
ruins il the park. This snrall
village oI approximatley 25
round and oval shaped "pit
houses" were probably occupied
from 300-6fi) AD.

At LONG LOGS/AGATE
IIOUSE a Vz mile (.8 kilometer)
loop trail leads to some of the
longest (up to 170 fcet, 30 mcters)
petrified logs in the park. A side
lrul, Yt mile (.4 kilonreter) one
way, leads to AGATE IIOUSE, a
small 7 room structurc that date
frorn I150 AD.

When cxiting thc park, the
RAINBOW FORES|T MUSEUM
will probably bc your last stop (or
first if entering from the south).
The exhibits will provide exten-
"i.,- i"I;-'-r:^- ah,\r., --^l^-,,5rv.vb,
and archeology of the area.

You can also examine the giant
petrified log "Old Faithful", one
of the finest (and most
phot<lgraphed) specirnens of
petrified wood in the park.
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