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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Twin Buttes Slte, identified as NA5065 b
Arizona, is located T T

the Museum of Northern

The environment today is char-

acterized by open terrain, sand stone outcroppings, often with structural
al‘gnme ts of rocks visable nearby, and grasses, yuccas, and other small
plants as surface cover. The locality contains about 15 separated
architectural groups, each composed of several semi-subterranean slab-
lines surface structures, -arranged in a rough arc, with one or two deep
pithouses in front of the arc., In one such cluster excavations by the
Museum were undertaken in 1950 as well as within cultural and architectural
deposits nearby. One pit house and portions of three others were excavated
during the field work. These habitations were about four feet deep, had a

weirculaxr floor plan, a four post roof support system, hearths, and vent . .:.

shafts leading to outside ground surfaces. . Roughly circular contiguous
storage structures in crescent arrangements seem to have completed a family
homestead at time of occupation, about 500 to 700 AD¥  Other excavations
included test trenches in deeply deposited refuse, exposure of rock
alignments on gound surface (probably windbreaks for corn fields) and lo-
cation of adobe-lined subterrenean graneries. From these units of work,
a wealth of technological specimens and information was recovered but only
a small portion of the site was investigated. No additional work has been
accomplished since this 1950 season, Eight human burials (mostly adults
with some grave offerings), three vitwalized burials of turkeys and bones
of hunged animals (antelope, cottontd#l, and jackrabbit mostly) were found.
Slightly over 100 ground stone artifacts suech as milling slabs were found:
some may be seen on the site today. Almost 500 artifacts of chipped stone
were recovered and 34 tools from bone or antler were found. Over 2600
items made from Pacific:Coast.shell.were found;: these included beads, brace
Lets, and pendants. Thousands of pottery fragments were collected, making
a collection approximately equally divided between gray types: and-brown~
ware types, with painted pottery being very sparse. Charred corncobs and
netting fragments were also found. No spe¢iments usable in tree-ring dating:
have been found. ' '
The area seems to have sustained a dense agricultural population who
may have lived in family groups for some time, perhaps over a century or
more, A scattered pattern of family housing units over a large area seems

to characterize a dispersed village pattern,
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"STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The major points of regional significance of the Twin Butte Site local-

ity are the following:

1. The contrast offered between Flattop Site and the Twin Butte Site
locality is expressed in cultural, chronological, patterning of settle-
ment, and technological aspects. The Twin Butte Site was occupied by
early village farmers of the Anasazi origin, not possibly southern Arizona
in origin as at Flattops. Twin Butte Site dates from 700 to 900 AD and

is more securely dated by traded pottery than the Flattop Site of pre-

600 AD times. The Twin Butte Site seems to be a dispersed pattern of fam-
ily pithouses and storage structures over a wide valley floor area whereas
Flattop Mesa pithouses are closer together on an elevated landform. The
finding of a wide range of artifacts at the Twin Butte Site - variety in
utilitarian and ornamental artifacts - is contrastive to the comparative
gparseness of materials from Flattops. In addition, Twin Butte excavations
reveal some cultural patterns such as dlsposal of the dead which the Flat-
top research did not. :

2. The research potential of the Twin Butte locallty, espec1a11y when
compared to the later Puerco Ruin of the same: .culture, is. very.great.,.
Although natural erosion has altered some of the cultural deposits of
Twin. Buttes.area, a great deal remains and offers.potential resources for
the study of Anasazi occupation of the pithouse - ~-dwelling periods,
Basketmaker IIT or 700 to 900 AD, on which later developments rested.
Changing Anasazi adaptatlon through time is one such potential theme for
study.

3. The resources of Twin Buttes are apparently of the first intensive
occupation of the Park by peoples native to and long-time residents of
northern Arizona, the Anasazi, whose descendents are the various Pueblo
cultures of today.

4, The excavations revealed that the area now encompassed by the Park was
an important area through which influences,, contact, and exchange between
different peoples occurred. Changes in cultural boundaries are evident
since by the occupation of Twin Butte Sites, the present#day Park was
northern Arizona in affiliation, not southern as before when Flattop sites
were occupied.,
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