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Visiting Pea Ridge

The Elkhorn Tavern served as a field hospital for both Union and
Confederate soldiers.

The Battle of Pea Ridge

In the early hours of March 7,1862, over 23,000 tired,
cold soldiers from Missouri, Ohio, Arkansas, Illinois, In

diana, Louisiana, Texas, and the Indian Territories began
what would become one of the largest Civil War battles
west of the Mississippi River. Led by Earl Van Dorn,
13,000 Confederate and Missouri State Guard troops at
tacked over 10,000 Union troops under the command of
Samuel Curtis. Casualties totaled nearly 3,400 soldiers -
either missing, wounded, or killed in action.

The Aftermath

The Union emerged victorious in this decisive battle at
the state border and control of Missouri remained in

their hands. The Confederacy, which had organized the
largest army to date under Earl Van Dorn, would never
again see the sheer number of Confederate soldiers in
battle west of the Mississippi.




