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Portal to the Piedmont
This braided network of trails, open space, and natural
areas winds through a spellbinding corridor linked by
land, water, and history. Parks and pathways along the
Potomac fuver retrace George lWashington's vision of "a
great avenue into the \Western Country." It was realized first
by the Patowmack Canal Company he founded in 1784,
and later in 1827 with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Recent combined

Seneca Bypass Canal orrnrErrcrnnrrr

work of county and regional agencies,
volunteers, private landowners, and
developers has created a route that connects our past
with the present. Today residents and visitors alike enjoy
recreation and exploration along a scenic passageway
through floodplain forests and Piedmont hills-snapshots
of our nation's character from commerce and conflict to
conservation and collaboration.

Ball's Bluff National Cemetery
\!(MEDACOMMONS

Canoeing on the middle Potomac River Hiking in Seneca Tract

Potomac Heritage Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail

Eastern Loudoun County
Northern Fairfax County

Virginia
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Experience an Urban Oasis

The Potomac Heritage Trail is part of a

larger national scenic trail network that
traverses the District of Columbia, Virginia,
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. The Trail
weaves through an expanding system
of parks, historic sites, and public river
landings in northern Fairfax and eastern
Loudoun counties. Existing Trail segments
give a growing metropolitan region
breathing space along the Potomac River

in Virginia between Scott's Run Nature
Preserve and White's Ferry-the only
working historic ferry on the Potomac. A
highlight is Great Falls, its jumble of rapids
and rock marking a dramatic transition
between the Atlantic Coastal Plain and
Piedmont regions.

lmportant to many groups of people
over many centuries, Potomac Heritage
Trail landscapes offer reflection, adven-
ture, exploration, and discovery. Hikers

and equestrians can meander through
'100-year-old forests once home to
American lndians. Vestiges of early 1800s
mills and canals hide in an ecosystem
graced with birds, flowers, and changing
colors. Quiet contemplation awaits you
where hallowed ground stirs thoughts of
soldiers in battle and slaves seeking free-
dom. Nature and history meet along the
Trail, linking people and places as the
Potomac courses toward the heart of the
nation.

Copperhead

Gray tree

Virginia bluebells
O FELEN FAIJ LTON NPS

Eastern box turtle Common yellowthroat

Natural Network with Growing Connections
and artifacts

that would, in
be designated

of a corridor for
Potomac Heritage

Trail. Their visionary National Scenic

action made possible Trail Office,
today's linear park National park

America's early
meet and

brate a growing
n legacy

is trail network

1970s community
students, and

agencies cleaned

geographic regions from
Chesapeake Bay to the
Allegheny Highlands.
Other trails, Iike the
C&O Canal Towpath
in Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal National
Historical Park, are rec-
ognized segments of
the Potomac Heritage

Published by

Potomac

Heritage

More
Northern
www.nvrpa.org
703-3 52-5900

Town of Leesburg Parks

Department
www.leesburgva.org
lo3-777-2420

Fairfax County Park Authority
www.f airf axcounty.qov/parks
103-324-8707

National Park Service

www. nps.gov/grfa
www. nps.gov/pohe

network now embrac- Service, U.S. Department potomac Heritage Trail Association
ing parts of f ive of the Interior wwvr'.potomactrai .or9

and conserved

Loudoun County Department of Parks,

and Community Services

www.loudoun.gov/prcs
103-177-4343



Potomac Heritage Trail Eastern Loudoun County
Northern Fairfax County

Virginia

Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
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