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U. S. Department of the Interior 

Mission Statement 

As the Nat ion ' s pr inc ipa l conservat ion 
agency, the Department of the Interior has 
responsibility for most of our nationally-
owned public lands and natural resources. 
This includes fostering sound use of our 
land and water resources; protecting our 
fish, wildl ife, and biological d ivers i ty ; 
preserving the environmental and cultural 
values of our national parks and historic 
places; and providing for the enjoyment of 
life t h r o u g h ou tdoor recreat ion. The 
D e p a r t m e n t assesses our energy and 
mineral resources and works to ensure that 
their development is in the best interests of 
all our people by encouraging stewardship 
and citizen participation in their care. The 
Department also has a major responsibility 
for Amer ican Ind ian reserva t ion 
communities and for people who live in 
island territories under U. S. administration. 

This publication is financed by the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964, as amended; Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the United States Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, handicap, or age in its programs. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or if you desire further 
information please write: Office of Equal Opportunity 

National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Cover Photograph: 
To the designers of national parks, presenting nature meant bringing visitors to the parks. Roads and trails were located and designed to 
show nature's wonders from the best point of view while leaving scenic vistas and natural features unimpaired. A memorandum of 
agreement with the Bureau of Public Roads enabled the National Park Service to build roads according to the highest technical standards 
and ensure that designs were in harmony with nature. (National Park Service Historic Photography Collection) 
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