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Origins Of The Historic Preservation Fund

n 1966, the Special Committee on Historic Preservation of the U.S. Conference of Mayors
developed far-reaching recommendations regarding the need for a national historic preser-
vation program. Among the committee’s recommendations was the need for legislation “to
authorize grants to State and local governments to carry out...inventory and survey pro-
grams in coordination with the National Park Service.” The National Historic Preservation
Act accomplished this recommendation with the establishment of the HPF as a matching
grant program, with funds derived from Outer Continental Shelf oil lease revenues; as well
as the National Register of Historic Places, a mechanism for better Federal agency planning;
and other programs directed at all levels of government and the private sector. Through sub-
sequent amendments to the 1966 Act, the HPF benefited Tribal governments and other
cultural groups as well.

Without the HPE, the speed and nature of the physical change sweeping over the American
landscape would have destroyed much of the Nation’s precious heritage. As the members of
the Special Committee on Historic Preservation noted in 1966—

The pace of urbanization is accelerating and the threat to our environmental heritage is
mounting; it will take more than the sounding of periodic alarms to stem the tide. The

United States is a nation and a people on the move. It is an era of mobility and change...
The result is a feeling of rootlessness combined with a longing for those landmarks of
the past which give us a sense of stability and belonging.

The Historic Preservation Fund In FY 2004

n fiscal year 2004, the U.S. Congress appropriated $73,582,119 from the HPF for grants. The

HPF provides matching grants to encourage private and nonfederal investment in historic
preservation efforts nationwide, and assists State, local governments, and Indian Tribes with
expanding and accelerating their historic preservation activities nationwide. HPF grants serve
as catalysts and “seed money” for preserving and protecting our Nation’s irreplaceable heritage
for this and future generations.

Included in the 2004 appropriation was $32.5 million from the HPF to finance the sixth year
of the Save America’s Treasures grant program, aimed at the nation’s most significant historic
sites and collections with the most urgent preservation needs. A total of 157 projects in 41
States and the District of Columbia were awarded grants in 2004. These grants reflect the
diverse cultures and the many stories that comprise America’s heritage.




Who Administers The Historic Preservation Fund?

he National Park Service administers the Historic Preservation Fund on behalf of the
Secretary of the Interior. An apportionment is made to the State and Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers to assist in their efforts to protect and preserve properties listed in the

National Register of Historic Places. In each State, the State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO), appointed by the Governor, nominates properties to the National Register of
Historic Places and selects properties for financial assistance. States carry out preservation
activities directly as well as through subgrants and contracts with public and private
agencies, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, and individuals. HPF grants
also assist Indian Tribes in assuming SHPO responsibilities on Indian land and in under-
taking cultural preservation projects.

What Are Eligible Activities

For The Historic Preservation Fund?

unding is used by States, Indian Tribes, and local governments to pay part of the
costs of surveys, comprehensive historic preservation drawings, National Register nomina-
tions, educational materials, as well as the architectural plans, historic structure reports,
and engineering studies necessary to repair historic properties. Bricks and mortar projects
also are eligible within the limited funds available. All HPF-assisted activities must
meet standards set by the Secretary of the
Interior, and at least 10 percent of the State
allocation must be subgranted to assist Certified
Local Governments with participating in the
national historic preservation program. Project
selection decisions are made by the State, not

the National Park Service.




Historic Preservation
Fund Vital Statistics

Out of a 2004 appropriation of $34.6 million for HPF grants to the

States, the average State allocation is about $640,000, which typically

is matched by $427,000 in nonfederal matching share contributions.
A 40 percent match is required for HPF grants to States.

State Historic Preservation Offices ....................

Tribal Historic Preservation Offices......................

Save America’s Treasures .....................cccooiii...

Alabama A&M University .................cccooiiiiii...
Historic Black Colleges and Universities ................

Alcorn State University .............ocoiviiiiiii i,
National Trust Historic Sites Fund ........................

Arkansas Baptist College .................................

Bennett College ...

Fisk University ..o
new listings to the National Register of Historic Places, South Carolina State University ..........................
bringing the cumulative total to 78,318 listings in the National
Register
Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit projects approved
low and moderate income housing units created through to 46 American Indian Tribes to support their Tribal
the Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credit program Historic Preservation Offices in carrying out national historic

Y . reservation program responsibilities on Tribal lands
new communities became Certified Local Governments, P prog P

bringing the cumulative total to 1,448 Certified Local

B R e che Nation to 17 American Indian Tribes, Alaska Native Groups, and

Native Hawaiian Organizations to preserve America’s native cultures
Approximately acres surveyed through the activities of

State Historic Preservation Offices

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, National
Center for Cultural Resources, Heritage Preservation Services,
Washington, DC, March 2005

Approximately properties were evaluated for their
historical significance and added to State Historic Preservation

Office inventories

NCSHPO National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers




