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January 3 1996
424 S.8ull 9%, ,
wontgomery,Ala.

bir,"onald i.Lee,
acting “Yhief Historian,
Nat. Park Service,
vept. Interior,
saesnington,D.Ce.

vear kir.Leed-

Lthank you for your letters of Lec. 7$h and 1Oth,.
I am indeed sorry of hir.Chatelain's illness and wope that
oy now he is well =zgain. If you are going to be as nice
to me as 1 believe ngm to be I will have no complaint to
makes.

Mr.lendru srrived about- the tenth. I had a most pleasant
aay wito nim. he oAID di had & most interesting trip here
for two aays,l nope soe Putbt our weatuner was so areaaful
tnat I am «iraid I was aov as nice as I would like to have
been and tioat 1 cnattered much ana suowed and told him
1ittles iwuyoe L guve uim a general idea oi wnat I wanted
and nopeG Lo get irom you-all nowever. Have you received
nis report as yet ¥ I .ope so.

I want the money to reclaim Wwo or three of our aistoriesl.
nomes Lne nomes of the pioneers cf Alabama who made the

nistory ot the state,became the state and national leaders,
One the home of one oi our first @Wovernors wao afterwards
was Presideht of the National Senate,Benj.F.ritzpatrick,the
son-in-law of Jonn #rcher Blmore for wiom Elmore Younty is
named. “hen adjoining this,the nome of General John Archer
&]more(tne same man as above)of the Revolution and then of
his son Judge Joan archer &lmore,law partner of Wm.L.Yancy,
the §ecession leaders,for wiom Elmore station is named,and
alsd tue old nome of kiajor Alvert Elmore of the lLiexican war,
«nd wajor Vinvent iklmore of the Confederate war(the father
of ®ol.,Vinvent Martin Blmore of the Spanish American and
Worlda war,nov retired army Officer.

Lpese two homes ana acreage Jjoin,aoout 1500 acres,le miles
out from Montgomery. Situated Jjust across the river from

the 7 acres of kort ‘foulcvuse,owned by the state now,a French
Fort later cagtured oy the British, just «t uthe point wnere
vie Ciosa =nd ralapoosa rivers joiw &nd form the ..labama.

1t is very narrow nere «na a oeautiful blufi.

{i we coula opeu these two womes s a wtate surine or some-
toning oi tais xXind. also ii we coula reproduce this plan-
tation as in slavery time,run it as taen,put from 150 to 300
negroc lamilies on iv,let tnem buy tihneir acmes,rehabilitvate



them,let taoewm ifarm,upon & supervision,cooperative plan,slong With
otner occupations,especially for tae aged,m.iing baskets,yard fur-
niture,cement blocks nlgdfﬂosts cement well curbing and many such
things it would be a God send t0 many oi these good negro families
who @re now aestitute una wao cannot get on relief nor stay on it
&nd no oue %o woom to furn sna no place to go. sesiaes making &
wonacriul picture,and holaing some oif our manners,customs,history
of our wonderful old south. Tais woyla also be right along in lime
wivh toe Administration plan snd id€8 and endeavors. It would be
aGvantageously and profitaply worked out for all concerned. Your
department even getting oacx most of the money if not all that they
putb sinto tuis reproauction a5 it could be hanaled upon a business
basis and msae to psy besides s¢ many resaping benefit and a peaceful
and good living und nomc thegefrom. 4 beautiiul ides too combining
it into a Park with the wnistory of this vieinity,

4 much needed road coula be put through tuis property at little ex--
penge making a direct snort cut tarougn anigaway from here to Florida
Joining on the north at just &« short distance witin the regular Birm-
ingham -Monugomery Bighwayscutting off from tuis present one at

leust ten to fiiteen miles,taxing in several small towns down the
resular L.&.N.Railrosa route,mas.ng a suort cut for the farmers and
trafic out in tnat section to come into Montgomery for taneir products
«nd business wno eliminating two dreasaful nills that they now have

%o run.

All this would give a great aeal of work of ali «inds to all sorts
and types of men in ciftferent trades,nundreds ol them.

And if the politicians,tiueir appointtees,and vane graft were kept out
of tne projaéact it could e hanaled in < businesslike way by business
neads ant men in charge,.nd aone an & very small amount put put,to be
given or partly paid back to vne Government «nd really hseve something
worthwuile,neautiful, permenent «nd lasting anda beneficial to our
people,towns,cities,state anc the country «s & wiole.

If about one million doliurs is mllotived to Alabuma,ii we corld get
$500,000.00 &t vhe most ior tuis envire aevelopment it could be easily
gdendled _and no douot @pon & gool ueal lesse

I have alire-ay tue plun,iigures,location ana everytiing ian tue Xough.
It could ve starteu o«s yuicaly as we could get the funas.It could be
put torougn yuicxly «na tae iamilies reany for taeir early spring
farming.

inen we would like to nave one of our beautiful city acwmes recl-imed

$0 taat we could use it ior sometaiog wértnwnile but to remwin s was
«nd is for ulways. Lt woule not take muca To wo Tiise

ik, vanaru saw tiese WwWwo xlonope nomes wna wucresge,fort +oulouse location
(tnis is Gne location<oi wne missing irench cannon,one of waich th e
sbabte uas iouna <nd aus 0owW in oueir possession) sad tnis old Pollard
City nome.

all vuis &inore cowity loculity is tne originel Iundian territory.ihe
blmore family trudea witn taem on this plantation in 1519. Tais is

th old mortor creek wiic:. aerivea its name irom tuae Indians, Alabana
Lus oeen unaer O flags you £now besides the Indian posséssion, #nis

part was ub one time West tlorida.sesides tnls l.cality being the

\




Capitor oi tue Uonleuerucy. Jelferson ravis8home is ne.e.laisvis the
nome of Cole{afterwszras mayor ol wontgomery «ud representative to
LanaGs ana raris Lxpositionjwarre. Stone Reese or.,yersonal Body=-
Yuard and iscort to General Yoe Wneeler,wuosS€ worse was named Mary
almore atfter tne auughber of Juacge Yohn Archer hluwore(Yancy! law-

;partner)WuObe aaugnuer he mgrried,:nd carried Gen,ﬁheeler to safety

waoen he sent uim across the briage,then it was buried by the Federal
troops ana RKeese swam the river,nis horse sinking so that he jumped
off her and swinging vy ner ﬁail carried them woth t¢ safety oi the
opposite shore. Reese ran lor the senate zna uefested Morgun(of the
Pettus and lworgaen time after the war)but was counted outecause he
aid, not run on the Lemocratic ticket at caat time w«nd Morgan and tae
regt of toem paid nim $7000.J0 not to content it as ne was so popular
they kunew ae woula win out. fe was twice or varee times Liayor and then
countedouts 4 big cotton plantation owner. and speculater,although
ne came out 01 vue war bevween the stotes wita netuing out a wife and :
a bapy,kary Llmore nReese. Warren neese was tne adopted son of Col, 1
James K. Powek]of Virginia wnose home is nere,who owned and ran the i
ola stage couch irom Palladegs ala. south and wao moved to Birmingham i
giving Tne aown town district for tne business city znd was called the !
Duke of Birmingham,

$nis Elmore family i. the.South Caroling,Senator kranxlin Eluwore ;
wno declined the port folio to tioe Yourt of St.James,iamily wiaose -]
fatoner moved to #labema in 1519. I am the bth generation snda great 1

granduauguter of Juuge John arcaoer blmore.

We nave ..aQ man, ewineat wein visidors bo tuais .ocsiity. veveral '
Brebluents it is vie aowme vowih of prominent men in state and natlonal

Please uncer no conditions allow vae politisns to get hnold of this,
it you ao we &re lost,it woula gc as all else aas so far,our subsis-
tance onouwesteaa,venefit of tvhe coutrol act for the small farmer,and
our repabiiitation reiief program is unot wegl uncer way yet,altnougn
tney; a~ve naa the money siuce last spring. OverBead @na overlapping i
«nd too wany iu one iamily witn joubs etc etc etce

fou auow I nave to gev vus, at otner tanings if I cant nelp with this
s0 please let me have & report right away &as bto what can be done,
when wna aow, I awm terrivly iunterested in the perpetuaticn of the
nistory end,tue Park part,tae business,work puplic road side and the
many families th&at could be uelped to : vetter living sna time in
reclaiming auna Leeping our wonderiul ovla slavery time plantation and
cusbomis and prosperity on it for all.

I nope I have not bored you,ana would like to tell ycu lots more about
us ana tois locality. Let me carry out this veautiful anistorical idea
zpa plan,nc ovier locality or state nus more thun Vie nN.ve to ofier in
tuis one l.calitye

“eping to huve a very very eariy reply. By toe vay I am sorry that Mre
Lanaru aid uov see the vuriew krencn canmon wut wy wnotice was too short
and toe weabuer was 00 Greauwfully cold tuab asy,and ne said he would
ratuer get all uais ciuer uistory ol places ana locality than to wait
just to see tae auplicete of tue canuon Lh&t tne state now nas. Alsa.

is not going to couseunt to the lost cannon going out ol tuls s ate If]
dont taink, —:%1 _Singerely,/; >y Lofig ¢L¢L~

minnie-Reese more Rlbuurﬂﬁoono

i

— _‘Lsa-_._n_h,_.__. Lnm D [ S
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR r:17i0m PAR(S,

BLiLDiNas
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ,‘;,f*f,‘gr:} SERVATIONS

C"’lc_x\_‘."" “——C'f‘*"‘:" naIoTE

dreioesliilitary Dok JAN- 21935

B"’-‘”".H or Pr""t\'\
. THoapp e
31 Wo@e191°“?@§.,
Crattano g en:
Jonuar ¥ 7,

Mr., Verne E. Chzteclain

C’le P "i<t3ric(1 Division

anell of Tesewrel 1nd Feue-tion
7u+wgal D;Lh Czrvice

Den.rtient of the Interior
veshington, D. C,

T QA

My de~r Hr. Chzatelain:

Last ot &1”y I rec-ived ¢ letter from 'iIsc . R.

Richardson in whien she enclosed cert=in wsterial which
I mad renuest~d on the oceosion of my —wisit to Yout-
gerery. Two copiers of this information ore encloscd
with tnie letter.. It giveces =z clenr qtﬁteﬂsht I btelieve
of the srozrsm vhich Iise Fielerdeon hee in mind, 5 »rocren
whicl as I mentioned in my c<-rlier report I fecl is very

laportant. “

I am also rending & few photogra_ e which I made vhile

I ves in Montgomery end - *hieh I think mizht Ye of irterect
to you. Photo raph #1 iz & vicy of the state capital used
during the opening draye of the Civil Yar ac the e~ -ital -
of the COHfﬁé"rﬂcv #2 is o picture of the first freome
hous~ to be cons*. icted in Al-beama. #3 nd £ are views of
the firet white houre of the Confederacy, the howe of

o . M LaAQ
- AL

effercon Pavic is the e~rly d-yc of ceceession. 7O ao
S fnow = besutlfel old tovm houe of the -~ute hellun per!
which ie now roplily f= : i '
arecent ac o btronsient

the souvthern pircrntetion ! A
deccendents of the origlnal bu1ld°v= and vh
ve purecinnced would te, I believe, 21 excell
Tor the aroject ruz CHfﬂf Ty X 0

Vis~ Rielrrdeo;
Siceerrely ;Z

ECL/~1e
Fre.



Could we reclaim the old home of one of Alabamats first
Governors who was alse President of the Senate of the Natimma
Congress and a Confederate Officer, One of the few 0ld homes
sti1ll standing, Benj. Fi Fitzpatrick. Husband of an Eilmore.
Given this homestead when married, them a struggling young
lawyer, by Gemeral John 4rcher Elmore, Rev. Gen,

Alse the adjoining property, old home of General Jo'm Archer
Elmore of Hevolution, and Judge John Archer Elmore, law partne
of William L. Xaney, leaders of fecessicm, for whom Elmore
county and Elmorggs&tion are mameod, 'ederate officers

 and leaders ofi¥¥ife history. This home and Elmeore family:

- Prench whre run out by Eritish, This

are the plonecers of this loecality ceming here when then a
territory ete.- Plantati-n contains 700 acres in Elmore place.
Both wounld be about 1500 acres. .

Thia is just across from Fort fipulouse, French Fort, .
! %o where Fremch eshpon
is. “Zhe-e were two of theme. One has besn fomwnd. Other can

~ be gotten we believe. The two rivers, Coosa and Tallapoosa

join here and mske the Alsbgma.

Could we make a Park of all or part of this land. Houses
open as Shrines or some such.

Gould we rephafuee this entire or just the B00 aere Elmoré

plantation as was in slavery time, and before, when Indians were
there. Rwming plantation as during theose tiumes, I have a plan
that could be worked sut. Buaslness and homes ¢arried on as them
yet be made to pay for itself, I believe. Alsc ‘the negroes !
be allowed to purcha e their homes. Yet supervised., Assisted. i
Trained. BEmsiness all run as an old plantation was ete, TRIE |
CAN BE DONE AND IT WOULD BE SPLENUID AND BEAUTIPUL. How I would !
live to perfeet this.

We have every elaim to historieal events both ,staf:e; national
gnd ﬁgrm&ml and prominent and eminent persons for this
aea »

We could open up a road, short cut south to Florida by this
property. Ve could give hmdreds of all types of people work,
And fwpom 150 to 300 negor families rchabilitated, as different
departments trying to do already. Ve eould mbine many projects
inte one. ¥e ean do thig all on far less money than any one of
them are now doing.

I:¢an give figures and all data at any time, Plan can be aquieklf:
worked omnt. Put- into effeet. Pescple put to work in short time -
and families estsblished in time for thelr spring p anting on o
thelr 1it le ®*Plantation Farm Homes®.

The oid plantation 1ife, business, ideas ean all be car'ied out
bpautifully aud advantageously for all coneerned, as well as
for the astate from the historieal agpects



IN ANSWERING REFER TO

UNITED STATES
“,./DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
’ WASHINGTON

Januery 14, 1935

v Memorandum to Mr. Landru:

v s We received a letter, dated November 26, from you
concern;ﬁg a trip to Montgomery, Alabema, at which time
you contemplated contacting Miss Minnie-Reese Richardson.
We have no record of having received a repqrt from you in
relation to the visit with Miss Richardson. I am attaching

a copy of a letter written to Miss‘ Richardson on December. 7,

a carbon copy of which was sent to you at the time. I am
also attaching a copy of a letter received from Miss Richard-
son recently. Will you please let me have a report on your

vislit with Miss Richardson in December?

Verne E. Chatelain

Enclosure 508979
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Lear wr.Bnateicini- TR pen o,
h‘.,‘"
5
I am noping bual 0y 0w you w«r& quite wedl &gain
ena ieeling fine. ILii fauct so iine that ycu wiil soon be

S aOWu 6L € U0 see us. vecause clfcourse il you come aown GO

Vhattanovga youu musl COME OL OVEr uese. Wwaen willi gou be
nesrey

I LBAGrU Wribes & UHEb ne wuas sent in wuis report to you

.regasaing nls iuspectiun trip nere., S0 I am wohoering waat

y%u 844€ £0iug GO0 00 10 we nei€,ola Wheu you wWill a0 197
Vfcourse®you nave seen wy récent lettem BL your WT.Lee Mr.

Lanaru «skea tnat I sena 1t,we discussed such plens woen he was
nere. 4 Gout Know toat L wid it and $ola it to you as ne want-
€d wm€ To a0 vut waybe ne @id along tne same lines,aid ne?

You <uow 1 will pe in tue nospital or too ola &nd decrepid to
tasxe ally intesest mucn less work or help wita & project for us,
tor me, wrna 1.r you nDere il you aont aurry upy =nd let us have tue
money and let me gedv at it.

Just tvell me whal you v.ant aone,and by waoh,he.e ana I will

cee tnut iv i:z aone,prouviaeeu you leave the politicians out of

it., Lxcept toe new Governor,asna ai. secretary,tney wre <in to

me, I will put over tvue projects I wentioned to kir.Lee all .right
ii you wili just give e ivle chance. ine plentstion reproduced,
wlong Lhe lines oi reawwilituvion. $he park. Lué roac. Lhe oriage
( You xnow We can geb .reute 65c¢. wna public worss iunde for

tuis part,cant wey) ine nowes., wbcse If you will say I csn do it

I wiil getv up vn€ plans in cetaill wne tue tuwest estimates for
eaclh tuing at wuce auu get ousy on it all. Put I certeinly do unob
want to Go one it ol btiis uaiess it is going nurougn-—-* havent
the time to waste tuat way.

Oh,yes,l am fulli of iaeas. If one cant be done,or cant be a cer-
tain way,toen we can ao it anotuner way or something else. :

4ed “b.null bt oy

i

!

Let me neas irom you soon wont you? and dont get ill agai !
' Bincevrely, %‘{ ? ;/ s ’
“ . . ‘ F

uwontgomery,ala.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
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February lst 19356

Mre<Chatelain,C H
Natl Park Service
Dept Interier
Washingten D C

3

Dear Mr Chatelain

I hope that by now that you have entifely recovered from
your illmness and hespital experience. I had hoered to see
you in my city here by now.

May I hear frem ycu as regarding the things in which I
have beens and am interested here,and had hoped that yeu
100 would be? Please note letter from me to your Mr Lee
teoday and let me hea® something favorable pertaining
therete. If a plan eof seme kind canmet be worked out at
an early date? It seems to me that I made it bread

end epen enoeugh fer any and all suggestions and ideas
frem oethers dent you se think?

Thanking you fer éan esrly reply,I am,

Sincerely, |
=TI - ~ -
‘i?%%ﬁoug4«»4'» Ll 'ﬂtﬂgi -
424 S Hull St

Montgomery,sla

S
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Peb.1ith 1935 | - FEB1: 1935
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‘ "D EDycaTion

Mr.Verne K.Cnatelain,dcling Asst.direcior,
Natl.Park sService,

U.3.dept.,Interior,

#agningtion,D.C.

Dear Mr. Snatelsin:-

WONT you PLEASE let me know What the trouble is,

and hear from you in detall regarding SOMETHING we. can do here

along the lines kr.'Landru and I have gone into.

My:peoplecneed the work. We need the money. liany of us

want our lovely old“houses snd customs preserved. Will you
assist us in doing this? When? How? What amount of money
can we pet,lnen we ca&n map out our plans to fit the amount.

Our new Governor,my friend,is improving,building,putting to work,and

money-getting conscious so PLEsSE let me ac sometning sooul

inese rrojecis 1 suggesiea,resady O pe wOrkea Cub,dLd Pui inuo

operasion,rignt away bpe1Ore Lne newness weslrs OI1l Or beiore & i uwne

Iunas we cau gev I0r slabaws nuve peen allocatea?

May L hear from you in detail at once? Thanking yocu,I anm,

Sincerely - ‘ !

Minnie-Reese &lmore Richardson.
424 S.Hull St.,

Montgomery,Ala.

'R
. ¢~ .
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

Februery 18, 193B.

Mr. J. H, Gadaby,
1401 Court House, A
Miemi, Florida,. /]/b\h
Dear MNr. Cadsby:

Enclosed you will find copieg of three letters
regarding & proposal to restore a typieal plantation
home near Montgomery, Alabema.

I trust that you will centact Miss Richardson

and see what she has in mind for this projpet.

Sincerely yours,

(§G) CONBAD L WIRTH

Aonred Li:Wirth;,
Enecl. 496386 Assistant Birector.
NAB~fmd




IN ANSWERING REFER T0
UNITED STATES - W
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

/" Barch 8, 1986 .
' | o &
a & ,»"“"‘4

Mias Kinniow-Reese Richardson, o
484 Soubh Bull BEFest, 1.
Hontgemory, Alabama. "}»?U ¥

¥y dear Mlss Richardsoni

Your lettors of February 1 and Pebruary 13, addressed
to Mr. Chatolain, dealing with tho matter of preserving cer-
tain of the cutstanding higtorieal sites in the vieinity of
Montgomary, Alabeama, have been received by the National Park
Services This SBervieas, which has Jurisdiotion over Federal
historicnl areas, approciates your deep interest in those
problems, as was ovidonoced in our sending Nr. Landru to visit
your region.

Ho doubt there arg several historiseal sites of outatand-
ing interest in and near Mantgomery. We are aware, for in-
stange, of the important part Memtzomery playsd in the early
stages of tho Wer botwaen the States, when 1t was for a time
the oapital of the Confederacye. Then, tee, its place in the
Cotten Eingdem, reflocted in some of the fine planter homes
of that area, 18 rocognisged, by historians generally, as well
a8 148 carlior importance in the period of Fremch and English
colonigation in tho old Southwest,

It is believed that the suggestions whioch you have made
merit serious oconsideration and to that end wo will be glad
to give the question furthor attention at an early date. It
may be possible for Mr. Chatelain to stop at Monmbgaomery on
hig return from a southern trip about March 20, He will
write you boon in regard to that posaibility.

As you are well awnre, there are many @ifficulties in
the way of ereating mational higterical parke and momments,
and this Service must deal with each proposal with great cure,
since only the most outstanding and available historieal aites
can bs given national recognitions

8incoraly yours,

(SGD.) A E DEMARAY

As By Demaray,
VEC:ICS Aoting Director.





