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J·anuar~ 3 19 b5 . 
4~4 s. ull st. , 
montgomery ,~la. 

hir • .A\onald .tr. Lee 1 

Acting '-ihief Historian, 
Nat. £ark Bervice, 
.1Je.Pt. Interior, 
."i.:..Silington,D. 0. 

lJear .hlr.Leei-

~hank you for your letters of ~ec. 7jh and lOtho 
I am ina.eed sorry of lvir.C.hatelain's illness and .J:J.ope that 
oy now .he is well ~gain. If you s.re going to be as nice 
to me as I believe .hmm to be I will have no complaint to 
make. 

Mr.Landru arrived about· the tenth. I .had a most pleasant 
day witil nim. he ~AID ~ had a 1most interesting trip here 
for t~o uays,I no.Pe so. Dut our weatner was so ureaaful 
t.a.at r am <..;.fraid I was ..c1ot as nice as I would li.l:ce to have 
been ~nd t.i1at l cmt"t tared mu oh anu snowed t.nd told him 
little. hi.ayoe .l g'=Lve uim a general idea 01 vmat I wanted 
and uopeO. to get from you-all however. Have you received 
nis report a~ yet ? l ilOpe so. 

I want the money to reclaim two or three Of our n.istoriQ~l ._ 
nomea ~.a.e homes of the ,Pioneers of Ala~ama who made the 
history of the state, became the state and national leaders. 
One the home of one 01 our first ~overnors w~o afterwards 
was President of the National Senate ,.Benj • .E1 .i: i tz.Pa trick, the· 
son-in-·~aw of J onn ttrcher !llmore for w11om Elmore IJounty is 
~amed. ~hen adjoining this,the home of General John Archer 
~lmore (the same man as above) of t.b.e Revolution and then of 
his son Judge John ~re.her Llruore,law partne~ of Wm.L.Yancy, 
the Cecession leaders,for whom ~lrnore station is named,and 
alscf t.n.e old. nome of 1iajor Aluert Blmore of the 11exican war. 
~nd ~ajor Vin~ent ~lmore of the Confederate war{the father 
of eo1.V"in~ent Martin Blmore of the S,Ps.nish American and 
WorlO. war ,novv rat ired army Officer. 

~nese two homes and acreage join,aoout lbOO acres,l2 miles 
out from .ivlontgomery. tii tuated just across the r-iver from 
t.b.e 7 acres of .l!;ort '£oulouse, owned by the state now, a French 
b1ort later captured by the British, just c.;,t the point v';nere 
ii.i.le Ui...OSa. c...nd. J.:alti..voosil rivers joi.u. and 1orm t.he ~*labama. 
lJi is ver;J narrow ne .. ::e Lnci a oeautiful bluff. 

11 we c011la. opeu tihet>e tv~o LJ.omes o.s a ;..:tate shrine or some­
tuin~ oi tais Kind. also ii we coulu reproduce this plan­
tation as in Blavery time,run it as t11en,,Put from 150 to 300 
negroc iamilies on it,let t.ilem buy their nomes,rehabilitate 



.,. 

tihem,let tueUi 1arID,UJ:JO.C.1. ti supervision,cooperative plan,&long with 
otner occupations,espeoially for t.ae aged,m...,..:l:.ing bas'.kets,yard fur­
niture,cement olocks,nigu~osta,cement well curbing and many such 
t.b.inga it would be a God send to many of these good negro fai;tiilies 
who 11re now destitute tillU wno cannot get. on relief nor stay on it 
~nci. no one to w.nom to turn £<n6. no _pl&.ce to go • ..desiO.es ma.King a 
WOn.6.urful picture,and hol6.i!lg some Of our manners,customs,history 
of our wonderful old ~outh. Tnis w~qlu also be right along in lime 
with t.n.e Acirriinistration plan Q'Ud id~ and e11deavors. It uould be 
&dvantageously ~nd profitaoly worked out for all concerneQ. Your 
department even getting oac-1( ruost of the monei if not a.11 that they 
~ut.;into tuis reproauotion ab it could be hlinrilen upon a business 
oasis and maue to pay besideo sv many re&ping benefit an6. a pe~ceful 
(;:inti. good livine t.i.nd nom<;:; theeefrom. a beautiiul idea too,combining 
it into a Eark with the 1iistory of this vioinityo 

A muon needed road coulu ue put through tnis property au little ex~· 
pense lllB..li.ing a direct snort cut througn hig~way from here to Florida 
joining on the north at just ~ short distance witn the regular Birm­
ingham -Montgomery ~igb:vvay,cutting off from this present one at 
lea~t ten to fifteen miles,t~ing in several small towns down the 
regular L.&.N.iiailroau route,m~A~ng a snort cut for the farmers and 
trafic out in tnat section to oome into Montgomery for tneir produota 
'"'nd business ;....no. eliminating tvvo dre~clfw nills that they now have. 
to run. 

All tniff would give a great rieal of worA of all ~inds to sll sorts 
and. t.Y_pes of men in ciiff erent trti.des,hundred.s of them. 

And if t.n.e politici~s,t.neir a.ppointtees,and t.ne graft we:ce kept out 
of tile project it could. Oe .b.anclled in Q. businesslike way by bmsiness 
iJ.eaci.s and. men in charge ,t..nd Clone on t.. very small amount put put., to be 
given or partly paid uac.k to ~11e Government '""nd L'eally have something 
wortllwllile, oeautiiul,permc..nent c...n.6. lasting an6. benefich:i.l to our 
peo,LJle,towns,uities,state c.U:lu. t.r.1.e c0untrj ei.B a W.L1ole. 

If about one million d.olJ.ti.rs il::3 al.lotted to Alab~ma, ii we CO.t' ld get 
'tP500,0JO.JO at the moot f.or t.ais entire development it coul6. be easily 
D.c~ndlel.,_ ~nd no douut til..Pon c. good ueal less. 

I have alr6~a.;; tue .l:'.Lun,±igu1·es,location und. everything in t.ue rough. 
It cvuld ue ot~::ctel~ '-S l{Uic.L>.l.Y ao we cc.uld get t.b.e fun6.s.It could. be 
put tnrouga '-:luio.Kly i;..nci tD.e iamilies rel:l.ci.y for lib.air earl;y spring 
f&.rming. 

'.l;nen we WOL:.lCi. llli.e to D.uve cn:1e of Ot;.r beautiful city .aomes recL.imed 
so t.Llat we could. uoe i·t ior sorue1iniug wmrtilvmile but to remi...in '"-'s was 
.:...n6. is ±or ~11i·~ays. 1t v .. oulc. .. not t~J(b roucil to u.o iiiiis. 

hl~ • .1.;ana.ru saw tile~e 1.1wo ~llao»e nomes b.n6. c.AC.r:e~ge,~ort J.oulouse location 
( tuis is G.ue location• 01 t111e missing l!rench cannon, one of w.u.ich th e 
state .u:.s iouno. .;. . .Ll.Ci .i:1~s uow in G11eir .i,)O ssessi on) &.c.i.Ci t.n.is old .Pollard 
Ci t~i .Li.Ollie• 

a.ll 11.u.is ;~l!..ore colli1.t~1 locui.it.1 is t.a.e ori5ii:ia.l li".i.dian tel.,ri tory.me 
.blruore fwuily ·trt4dea. wit.b.. t11em on this plant~ticn in lbl9. Tnis is 
0n old .l.viortor oree.k w.u.ic.L. derived its name froru t.L1e InO.itins, Alabama 
!lQ.b oeen unuer b ilags you ~now besides the Indi~n po>::i;:;ession. ~his 

---par .. t wao ut one time West .hlo:.i:·ida • .desides this L cality oeing the 
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Ca_pito.L oi t.ne Con1eu.er~oy. Jeiierson. ~avis~home is J.J.e ... e.fn.isuis the 
.uome of Colo1aftei"iva.i.'CU:> .id.a.1or vi -"!On.tgomerJ' ~ud reprebentative to 
t.;anaO.a and. ..Caris L.A..J:JOSitionj~ail·re.i.i Stone i:taese ;i·. ,!Jersonal Dody­
~ua.rd '1nd .C.scort to General uoe Aneeler ,wuose .L.1.orse v.:~s named Mary 
~lmore. after ·t11e O.uugn ter of Ju<ige u oh.a .Archer .b;lmore(Yancy 1 law-

, _partner)WLi.ose 6.augnter n.e married,~.nu carried Gen.Jlheeler to safety 
·;,.hen he se1:i. t .uiru aurobt; the bria.ge, then it WEiS uurned o:; the .Eederal 
troops a.no. .Reese ~wam the river,.ais .horse sin.King so that he jumped 
off her and swingi.ag o:y her tail cai·ried them uoth tc safety .of the 
op~osite shore. ~eese ran lor the Jenate anu ueie~ted ~org~n(of the 
Eettus and Morgan time after the warJbut ~aE counted out~cause he 
ui(\ not rim on the .iJemocrutic tic.li.et a.t ma G time '-' . .nd fuorga.n and tile 
ref't oi' tilem _paid nim ~70viJ • .JO not to contc-.nt it as .ne u~1::; so popular 
tn.ecY' .knew .ae Y'r'CL'l6. WiH out. lie was twice or three times 11ayor an6. then 
countedout. a big cotton plantation owner.and speculater,although 
.ne c.;ame out oi tue ·vvar Detv~een the st.:..tes wit.Ll ne:>t.ning out a wife and 
a oaoy ,lriary ..o;1ruore Reese. War1·en .cteese was t11e f;ldopted son of Col. 
Jallles l-t • .t'ovvei.:J_of Virginia wnooe home is 11ere ,who owned an6. ran the 
olu otage couch 1ro111 fallaO.eg& .ala. south !2nd WilO moved to Birmingham 
giving tne 6.own tovm aistrict for tn.e ousines~ city and was called the 
~u.ke of Birmingham. 

~nis_~lm.ore ~amily i~ the~South Uarolin~,Senator ~rB..tlKlin Elmore 
w.no declined the port folio to t.u.e vourt of st.James,family w.n.ose 
fa t.ner moved to n.la b~ma in 1819. I am the bth gene:c6. tion Eind great 
gra.aduaugi:i. te r of j uv.ge J o.hn ~rc11e1· .hilmore. 

-:;e .nti.ve ..... C::l.Cl UHi.nci Si .. Lineni.i u1e.i. .. vit;;ilbcrs tc t.uis .J..oc.:ality. ~everal 
.PresiG.ents,ili is t.ne n.onie uow11 of 11rominent wen in StEite hnd national 
~f fairs. 

2lease unuer no condi tior.i.s allow lihe _poli th .. rrn to g·et '11olcl of this, 
if you uo WtJ· z;;.re lost, it wou.la go a.b all else .nab so far, our subsis­
tauce now.esteaO.,oeneiit of the coff~rol act for the small farmer,and 
our rellaoilit(;l.tion relief progrb.r.u is not weel un.uer wa.;J yet,alt.nough 
tn.e.Y h<:.. ve had the money since la~ t spring. overgcad cill<.t overl~pping 
e;..na too .LUa!!J i.t.1. one ia.mily witn jubs etc etc etco 

iou .i..i.1ow I .have to g·et ousc1 at ot.nei· t.hi.c1gs if I uant help with this 
so ~leabe let me have b re~ort rignt ~way a~ to what can be done, 
·,-.hen c...nQ how. I am terribly i.L.d;erested in the i;er_petuatiein of the 
nistor~ end,tile E~rk part,tue ousiness,work puolic road SiQe and the 
~ny families that could. oe .uelped to c... oetter living and time in 
reclaiming arm keeping our v.onder±ul ola. slavery ti.me plantation and 
cus1,,omt_s and pr0sgerity on it for all. 

I .hope I have not uoreO. you,anci v. ould like to tell ycu lots more about 
us and tuis locality. Let me carry out this ueautiful uistorical idea 
~no. plan,no other locality or state Ubb more tn~n ~e h~ve to offer in 
tllia one l_cality • 

.c.c_ping to .htiVe a very very early reJ.)ly. DJ' -Che ~·:&y I am sorry that Mr. 
~anuru ciid .u.o li l;)ee the our ieo. b:rencn. ean.non uu t ~- notic;e waB too a.hort 
&nd tne wea t.u.er ;tva.s too o.reau.fully cold tna ti uay, and .tr.e ~~id ne would 
ra tiler get . &ll t.ai s o t.uei· .uis tOl"i vi l:'luces &nci locality than to wait 
just to see the a.uplicL te of t.ue uannon t.hti t ij.!le o tat e now nas. Ala. 
it; not going to co.1..Ll:;e1d; to th~ lo_s t _ uannon going out 01 tu is Z(i' s._te. I (\. , 

dent tfil!ll(. 7~zy,lft~ -~ ~~·.~-
, . . Reece i Limore Ric.aura.son. • , 
-"!J.ill1J. e- aJ 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF.THE INT~1~,~ ~i,U/ONAL PA!~I\S, 
NATIONAL PARK SERVI ~~'-Di 1~~~-~~D RE~RVA TlON3 

~w •• ~·:.JEIV li1D 
C}1 ic ~e:: :-: C.1..16 'l.--Cr C:.. .!.. •· •· ~: :>O ?:Cl 

~.~ ... +i;:_, -21 :.::i~i t::r:.r ~J~rkJAN-: 1935 

~:.!r • v erne E:. Ch:~. t c 2..8 L1 
C~ie~, HistJricel Division 
Pr::uicll of :S.e~c,·:rch ·:~1c: Br':J.c- tion 
~.:.:ti ,111al !.' ::rk ~· c :' .. Tice 
De:J __ rt:11ent of the Interior 
~~.-a~~:L:.;ton, D. C. 

L 2. :: t P ..., t 0. i' d --: y I r e c - ~-.red : let t er fro :n ~ · i s ~ ~ • R. 
Richarr son in '~·hic-i1 s1:e e~1cl.Jsei:~ cert?.in. w:.:i terial Y.·hich 
I '.1:?..~ rer~ue::-trcl on t~"le occc.~ion of my -.~i2it to :·o:.t-
6C:r,ery. '!.'·wo co pie: of tl:is in . .:ormati :m ::i.rP· enclosed 
v:ith tl1is letter •. It [i'T('~ '.?. cleq'r ~t?te:·~e::.t I believe 
of E-.e )ro:-~r.: 111 ',~:hie:i ~U5c:- F.ic~·ic..rc:~:m h2.f' ir'" 
~.~'hich c:.~ I mc1tioned in. l!ly c ·~rlier rep)rt I 
L:'!porL.nt. 

:.:ir .. 0, :'.1 "')r J :-r~.m 

feel i~ Yery 
i\ 

I am also re::!di~g a fer: photo:;r2_"",~--~ which I :ne.ile "~·.:i.Le 
I r.-c-.s in M:Y:~:tgomery &i:d .,,hirh I think ~i_;!.':t "'c'e of' i.-,.,tc,...e~t 
to you. P~oto:ra;~ fl i2 F ~tcr of the st~te capital used 
rluri11g the O)e:::~iLg d· 1 /S .'Jf U1c Civil ~''2r a~ t::e cri._-: te.l 
of the Confsc.e:i .. c;.cy. .L'£ is 3 ~icturE. of the fir~t fr.:me 
l:ousr:' to be con~~_ · :.c L2c in .IL:_ . .., bc .. na. f;~Z :.nc1 L:: c.re 7ie1·:s ·.jf 
t,_1e first r1·hite h:.)u::'r- of the Cun~ecer:i..cy, tr.e to:~e ·~1 f 
Jcff'c~~or T"-:o"trl_· ""'. ~ ~ -'--'""'.~ e!'-r>1·r a·C'-,rc r:f ceCCE~<:";O."' ·1-!-r-:. --~r1 '-- - CJ..._ _J.. .L. •• w '• ~ -1......., V.1.. •. ~ ...... -J J.. ....;_ ..___ .._ .._..._ .J.. ,, '- "-"' ..... 1-.... 

C ~:1ow 2. be::;_ut..t:'!.,l ::>le tm'n ho~;~€ of t112 ~i1~-2 bcllu:·i )C:riod 
w~.1.ich is n.o'V: rcp.:..:"'ly :'slli:.,:; L:to rui::1 :?.:n.a i~ u~e-ci ~--.t 
...Jre:Ent c..r '.':'. t"!':'.::-1sifr.:.i.. ~:,.:.-.~~c. ('7 is ~ Yi'""":: '.J: 0"1E: o~ 
;-:£ so"G.tl-1ern l)l:.·,::·.t·, tion 1:011:ef nov.~ beh·; oc"':'}iPO by t:1e 
descenc1ents of the or·i6i.-.e.l builc1~~rs a£i0 1.':liich if it cou2-d 
'!:;e .i.J..:..rrl:i.~~sed v.-ou=..d bE, I bFli,".'· ... e, s.n ex~elle~~t 7u,...jsct 
~or t~c project r~s~e~t~? ~Y ~is~ Ric~-rdson. 

ECL/~, ls 
F~c. 

. .. 
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Could we nelaim the ol4 home of one of .Alabama's first 
Governors who was alse h.-esident ot the Senate of the lfati.tUl&l 
Songreas aa4 a Confederate Otf'ieer. One 0:£ the few old homes 
stlll s.tanding.• BenJ. F• Fitspatrick. Husband of an Bl.more. 
Given tlds homestead wheu married., then. a struggling young 
lawyer. by General John.Archer BJ.more, !ev. Gen. 

Also- the a43o.1Jdng property• o1d home of General 3o'bn Archer 
B1more of Bivolu.t1on .• an4 1udge John; Archer Elmore• Jaaw partn• 

tt o~ Willi.. · ·a L. Y~CJ.". ·f: .'··.leaders of leeea.• at.~ tor wh. _~oill Bbore 
county ·aa4 Blm.o~tion are ·aaae4,., llate«eraw officers 
u4 leaders d.*41'if . b.1sto17. !hie . home atJ4 Elnlo~ ramt]T. 
a2:'e the pioueers.ot this locality cOpd.ng here when th8Jl·a 
ter~i tory et_e. ·~. · P1mtatt.!)D contains VOO acres 1n Elmore place• 
hth wou:Ld be about 1100 acres..- . 

Dils_!.&_~- •_eroas _fftm··i'ort ~ .. uloua.e1 ·hen· .... eh F. ort. _., · 
hencm . ..,... 1'\1J1 out \J1' Br.itish... ftts S8 1lbete heaeh eQpD 
.1-s. 1'he .. ,e were twa or ·th-em.. One hu been :.round. Other em 
be go·ttlhl-' w bellErVe. · The two rivers. Coosa and TallaPOQsa 
join~ and 118.ke the Alab@o.. ·' · 

_.)'¥- (lOuld we •e a Park ot all or put of th1s land. Bou.sea 
OJea as ~bles er some sue. 
Ctmld. we repta~ this en.t.ii-e er Just the flOO a.ere •ltaoite­
pl.antat~on as was in ~avery time? amt Detore,, when ~4~1m,s were 
there. Jbmning p'J.antattarl as during: those tiwes.. 1 nave a plar.a 
ti.lat ~d he ~ked.· cN.t.. Susiness and h&mes eaff.ted on as then 
yet ~e ·Jiad.e to· pay te.i! itselt .• I helieve. Aise :l;he negroes 
be· allewed te purch$.::~ their homes. Yet supervised. Ass1l!te4. 
i'rail,led.. Buatnes.a · &J.l run as an ol4 plautatiQ!l vas ete• Bits 
~ BB DONE. AND ll wpflLp BE .SPLE!f:DID. AND B.EAUTI!'UL. How 1· 1'9.W.4 
live ~o perteet this.. . · 

. . 

We ha•e- ev~ ela1Ja •· hiatoJ-ical. events botil state. na·ttOi;tal 
an..d· 1D"8x-11a.t-i·onal. and prolilnent and· eminent persons ~o~ ·this 
leea11ty. · 

we eould open l!P a.roae. short ettt south to Florida by th:l.8 
PJ'OpertY. We COtJJ.d give bmtdreds ot all types of people work • 
.ln.d· ~ 150 t.o .800 n~gor tami.lies ~ .. ehab1:11tatedt as dit~~ent 
dep~en1U$· tr-yi.ng to 40 already. We eeuld .... b111e 1llaDY .ProJeete 
int& one. We ean de this all an tar leas money· tmm aay one o~ 
them· are now c1<>tnc~ 

I ~·ean n'VG figures and all data at &l'J1' t1me. Plan can be quie~~~> 
worked ~4l.-· Put- into etfeet. .P~;te put to work in short tt-.· .·\:· .. · · 
and :tam111es established in time ror their spring p -: .. anting oa 
thea lit le •Plantation Parm Hom.as•. 

!he:old plan~·tt.on lite,. business, ideas ean all be cari~·1e4 ed 
beautifully . ..a advantageously tor all coneemeu. as well as 
for the state from the h1storiea1 aspect. 
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UNITED STATES 

./DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

/' 
r\r.~. / 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

i \ ,, / 
I \' 1·· I " .. ,F 

\ / 
\..· / 

ll 
I 

January 14, 1935 

Memorandum to Nil". Landru: 

We received a letter, dated November 26, tram you 

concerning a trip to Montgomery, Alabama, at which 'time 

you contemplated contacting Miss Minnie-Reese Richardson. 

We have no record ot having received a report trom you in 

relation to the Visit with Miss Richardson. I am attaching 
~ 

a copy of a letter written to Miss Richardson on December 7, 

a carbon copy of which was sent to you at the time. I am 

also attaching a copy of a letter received trom Miss Richard-

son recently, Will you please let me have a report on your 

visit with Miss Richardson in December? 

Verne E. Chatelain 

.Enclosure -508979 

.. 
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Lear ~r.Qnate1~1n:-

JAN 1 B 1935 

I CJ.ID 1:i.o_i;>ing tiJ.& ~· u.Y .... m\, you ~-.L·e "iui te well .~6~-~ 
.:..nu ieeling fine. L .. ft::1.ut so iine tnbt yc.,u wil.l soon be 
o.ow.1:.1. .u.e.i. e to ~ee us • .uec;~use oicuurst- ii you uome uown to 
~.hatta.no0ga Juu ruuot come or.Lover 1.i.e.i.·e. k1.1en wilJ. yGu be 
lle .Le? 

.w.r • .Lunuru WJ.' j_ lico ui.e t.t.ut. t .11e .ub.S sent ir.1. uio re_l)Ort to you 
.regCJ.J.O.ii.J.g .nio iu.svecthn triJ:) ..a.ere. So lam woimering vmat 
.)l~U U.L·e &uiag tu cto 101' ui.t .i. ... ej.·e '"'110. wr1c1.1. y0u will uo it? 
uro0urse you .nave seen iUY :.ceuent lette~ to yc...ur l~ir.Lee? I~r • 
.Lar.a.ru ~s.keu tna t I senci. i t,"lJc discussed sucn .LJlLno wlle.n he was 
ne.L·e. l cio11 t 1\.now t.aa t I lt id it bnci iold it to .You &s .he want­
ed i11e to uo uut u1S.iDe ne dlid along tne s~me lines,oid He? 

Y0u .s,:;..i.iOVV I will oe in tile nos_pital or too ola. t...ncl. uecrepia. to 
t~Ji.e arJ..y inteJ.est muon less Y·:or.li. vr help wit.a E.. proje~t for us, 
±or me, ~uu hr you heJ:e ii ~uu 6.ont nurry U.tJ and let us have t.L.e 
wo.ueJ' ~nu let me. get C:.4t. it. 

~ust tell me wnti.JJ ycu v·.ant oorJ.6,CilJ.d O;i ·w.aor.i:1,he.i.e anu I v;ill 
~ee tntLt it io::.. uone,prvvio.eu .Yt..U letive the .LJOliticil:1nS out of 
it. b.X.ceµt tne .1.J.f:;-w Gover.r.1.or, c.u . .1.ci 11L. f::>ecretary, t.ti.e.l u.re ~in to 
me. I will put o~er the ~roj~ots I ~entioned to ~r.Lee ~11.right 
ii .YOU wi.L.L ju:ot giv<::: 1.ul; tile cntince. °£.tle _plti.nt&tion re_produced., 
ulong the li11eb oi :re.1.1~uiliGQvio.n. !he park. :.i.:+1e roao.. ·.i:he ori6.ge 
( Y0u ~uow we <.;~n get ~n.at;:. E::t c. ~no. puolic w or.A.::i iund;.:, for 
t.n±s .,Part,<.;o.llli we'U i.ue .1.J.On.Leo. ~to. 11 yuu vvill say I oun d.o it 
I v~ iJ.l get UJ! tne _pllins in c..etail <;_,nu. t.u.e 11,.,west estimates for 
eacn t.u.ing at v.uce a.L.1.u gtt ouscY ur.1. it all • .out I cert'-inly ao i.:i.ot 
·vi;a.n t to 0.o 01.1.e ui t oi ti1io u1.1...1..e8::; it is going t.u.rough---J. havent 
the time to waste t.1..LS. t way. 

Oh,yes,I am full of ideas. If one cant be doue,or cant be a cer­
tain way, then we uari cio it anot.ner way 01· so111ething else. 

~et n1e 11ea.L· from you soon wont you'( A-nO. dont get ill agai 

Montgomery ,ala. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 



~ 

Mr·~hatelain,C H 
Nat! Park Service 
Dept Interier 
Washington D C 

" 
Dear Mr Chat~lain 

'""· --- ~ 

February let 

. . 

I hope that by now that you have entirely recevered from 
your illness and hespi tal experience. I had hor-ed to see 
you in my city here by now~ 

May I hear frem ycu as regarding the things in which I 
have beena and am interested here,an~ had hoped that yeu 
too would bet Please nete letter from me to your Mr Lee 
today and let me heai a@mething faverable pertaining 
therete. If a plan ef aeme kind canAot be wQrked eut at 
an early date? It seems to me that I made it bread 
and open enough fer any and all suggestiens and ideas 
frem ethers dent yeu se think? 

Thanking you for an early reply,! ara 1 

Sincerelyf 

~ -/''~,.. ~ 

424 S Hull St 

.Montgomery,ila 

L-----···-- --·---·---- - . - --
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b1eb.l~th 1935 

.. 
Mr.verne ~-Chtitelain,Aciing Asst.~irecior, 
.N Cit I .Park dervioe, 
U.S.Dept.,Interior, 
i!/asr1int:;· ton, D. G. 

near Mr. ~hateluin;-.. 

FEB 1: 1935 

·~1uJ.\f•r. you PLEASE let· me know 'nha.t the trouble is, 
and hear from you ill detail regarding SOMETHING we. can do here 
along the lines ~r.'.L~ndru ~nd I have gone into. 

My:·peoplecneed the work. We nee·d the money. Many of us 
want our lovely old::;houses and customs preserved. Will you 
assist us in doing this? When? !tow? What amount of money 
can we ~et., u1en we can map out our plans to fit the amount. 

Our new Governor,my friend,is improving,building,putting to work,and 
money-getting conscious so PLE.:iSE let me ao somei;ning aoou.t 
~nese rroJeuta l suggesiea,reaa3 to oe wor~en Cu\,~La p~\ 1n~o 
operataion,1·1~ni; s.wa:1 oei:oi·e t.ne newness wea1·s o:u. or oe.ro.i·e ail Ute 
.tunas we can ~ei. IOr ~labawb. m:1.ve oeen l:illooa.tea? 

May l hear from you in detail at once? !hanking ycu,I am, 

Sincerel~ ~ .A 

·~.t/2~ 
Minnie-Reese ~lmore Richards 

424 s .itull st., 

Montgomery,.Ala. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18• 1956. 

Mr. 1. H. Gadab7, 

1401 Oourt House, 

Miami. Florida. 

Dear ~r. Gallabys 

Baoloae4 rou will tllld cop1o' ot throe letters 

regarding a proposal to ree,ore a ~nioal plantation 

I tl'tl8t that 7ou will contact 141aa Bichardaon 

and see wha\ ahe has 111 mid tor this projeot. 

Eftol. 496386 
HAB-tm4 

Sinoerely 1oure, 

"t,D) OQ~ L. WIBTB 

._ ... Omlnt.d. L~· .. :Wirth7. 
·AsaistantJll.rector. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

IN ANSWERING REFER TO 

/' llm*oh e. 193& 

Miaa l41rmle-loeae Rlohal'dson, 
414' South ihi1l .. 14'tireeti, 

Uoatg41JQGry' Alabama. 

HJ' deazt Mlsa Rloharclao1u 

Youit letters of Februa.17' l and Pe'bruaey 11, a44resaed 
to mr. Ohatelaln, deal.lag with '118 ma~ ot preserving oe~ 
ta1.n ot the outatandlng hitliiorloal elwa in the vioin1ty ot 
J.foatgGllWry, Al~, have been ••*ved bJ -tm.e Rational Park 
sentoe. fhle Bet'V'lea, whieh he.a jurt.sdiotion over Fe4enl 
hiator1oa1 u-eaa. appredatee rev u.p lntoreat ln these 
problems. aa was m4enoed ln our sending !Ir. La.ndru to visit 
your region. · 

lfo doubt there are several h1atoAoel sites ot outstand­
ing t8'ereat in and au Montgomery. We are aware, for ln­
etanoe• of the important part 1'ang01D8J7 played in the ·aar11 
eta.gee of the War 'bftnen the States. when lt was tor a time 
the oapttal of the ContedeftOf • !Mn. 1;00• lta plaae tn the 
Oottea Ragcta. r•tle°'9cl ill aome ot the tine planter ham.ea 
of iJha't area. la reooplsed., by hleto~ana genonlly, as well 
as i ta earllu iapol"tanoe in the period ot Franoh and EngU.ilh 
oolon11attcm 1n the old Southwote 

It S.a believed that the ouggenloaa whioh 7ou have macle 
mart t aonwe oonelcleratton an4 to that end w will be gla4 
to give the quenlon further attention at aa earq data. It 
fDA1 be poaeib1e tor Mr. Chatelain to atop at llongmae17 on 
hie retUA tTQJB. a aouthern trip about Mueh 80• He will 
write you soon in regard to 'bhat poaalbiliV• 

As 70u are well a:nre. there are muw ct.ttloultlea la 
the way ot er.ea1d.ng na'bionAl hiatori~ parka and mommenu, 
and this sent.oe muat 4eal w1 th ea9h propoeal with great care, 
sin~ onl.7 the mon outstanding aa4 afti1able hie~orloal a11Jes 
oan be given national reoognt tton. 

Slnoerely youra, 

VEC:IOS 




